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Editorial

The Eparchy of St John Chrysostom Gurgaon
And the Exarchate of St Ephrem Khadki
in the Indian Ecclesial Scenario

History is replete with events, big and small. The history of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church is also eventful. 26 March 2015 marks another event
which goes down in bold letters. The Holy Father Pope Francis erected the
Eparchy of St John Chrysostom Gurgaon (Delhi) extending over the 22 civil
states of North India and the Exarchate of St Ephrem Khadki (Pune) extending
over the Southern Civil States of India, Andhra Pradesh, Telengana,
Maharashtra, Goa and parts of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka where the Malankara
Syrian Catholic circumscriptions were not there. With this the Holy Father
granted, when viewed from a historical perspective, “All-India Jurisdiction”
to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the vision of our forefathers and that
of our beloved Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios. What until now came
to be known as Extraterritorial Regions in India (ETRI) under the pastoral
care of an Apostolic Visitator appointed by the Holy Father has now attained a
definite canonical status in the Synodal structure of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church in the communion of the Universal Church. We are also extremely
happy that the Latin Catholic Hierarchy of India and the Syro-Malabar Catholic
Hierarchy greeted this declaration of the Pope with great cheerfulness.

In this editorial we try to analyse this event in a historico-biblical-ecclesiological
perspective.

1. Some related biblical perspectives

1. After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples over a period of 40
days and taught them concerning the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). The
narratives of the resurrection appearances of Jesus concentrated on the truth
of Jesus’ Resurrection. He showed them his hands and his side (Jn 20:20).
Then he said to Thomas, put your finger here and see my hands (Jn 20:27).
Touch me and see... a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see that
I have .... They gave him a piece of boiled fish... and he took it and ate in
their presence (Lk 24:39-43). These biblical accounts give us the fact that
the risen Lord made it sure that those who witness to his resurrection should
have a live experience of its reality and his living presence among them.

ii. Pastoral Geography Guided by the Spirit : The command for the universal
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mission “go to the whole world” was to be realized according to a pastoral
geography implied in “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem in all Judea
and Samaria and to the ends of the world" (Acts 1:8). The truth of the
resurrection of the Lord had to be established first where it had taken place
(Jerusalem) and had to be made known to the people of the witnesses
themselves, the Jews (Jerusalem-Judea), then to the schismatic Samaritans
and to the whole world. The pastoral sequence laid out in Acts 1:8 is shown
to be systematically followed up in Acts. In the first 7 chapters, the truth of
Jesus’ resurrection is established in Jerusalem and its consequences for
those who witnessed it drawn there, how the Word of God about Jesus’
death and resurrection entered into Samaria, how the persecuted disciples
reached Antioch, from where Paul and Silas were sent out on the
Vijatheeyamission (Gentile Mission) and Paul took it to Rome, which in
those days was considered to be the ends of the world. How this progressive
movement of the Word of God from Jerusalem to the ends of the world
moved under the explicit guidance of the Spirit of God? It is shown in Acts
2:4 (descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples on the day of Pentacost),
4:31 (they were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke with boldness), 8:31.
(Holy Spirit said to Philip, go over to that carrier), 10:19 (Spirit said to
him (Peter)), 10:44 (Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the Word) and 19:7
(Holy Spirit came upon them). The command to go to the whole world was
to be actualized under the power of the Spirit. The Spirit is the green signal
for launching out and achieving anything related to the Mission.

1. Mission is entrusted to the Church and not to individuals: The command

1v.

to “go to the whole world” is entrusted to the Church, and not to individual
Apostles as such. Acts of the Apostles is silent on how the individual
Apostles exercised their duty of announcing the Gospel to the whole world.
However, from Chapter 13, it develops the narrative, how, under the dynamic
leadership of Paul, the Word of God reached Rome. No individual can
bring the Good News to the whole world. Still, by engaging oneself in the
mission of his own Church, one is fully involved in the universal mission
of the Church.

St. Paul and the Hierarchy: The behavior of St Paul vis-a-vis the hierarchical
leadership of the Church of that time, demonstrate the active relationship
that should exist between the missionary and the hierarchy, between the
Unity and Apostolicity of the Church. Paul, the greatest of the Apostles,
demonstrates, how the mission of the Church should draw its authenticity
from the center of unity of the Church, when he narrates: (after the Damascus
experience) [ went away at once to Arabia (Gal 1:17)....after 3 years, 1 did
6
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go up to Jerusalem to visit.... Kephas and James (vv 18,19) after 14 years,
I went up again to Jerusalem... in response to a revelation... in order to
make sure that I was not running in vain (Gal. 2:1-2). Later, in Antioch
Paul and Silas received their Missio Canonica by the laying of hands of the
elders after fasting and praying and by being sent out by them (cfr Acts
13:3). One notes here, the distinction New Testament makes between the
power of ordination and the Missio Canonica. Earlier Paul had received
the power of ordination by the laying of hands by Ananias (Acts 9:17) in
Antioch (Probably in Baptism), still the Missio Canonica for the gentile
mission he received from the elders in Antioch (Acts 13:3). Missio Canonica
is the genuine mark of an authentic mission in the Church. A self appointed/
manipulated mission takes away its genuineness. Apostles were called by
and attached to the Apostolic College and sent to announce the Good News
till the ends of the world, directly by the Lord himself, not mediated by
Peter, the head of the Apostolic College. Peter having the primacy of
strengthening his brothers, (Lc 22:32), the Pope, as the successor of Peter,
is the ultimate principle of strengthening, coordinating and controlling the
Apostolic ministry of the Bishops in the Church. The ministry of the unity
of the Church reflects itself in the ministry of the Apostolicity of the Church.

Ministry of Each Apostolic Church is to Announce the Word of God

1. Though every Apostolic Church that originated from or traces its origin back

il.

3.

to an Apostle, inherited the mandate to announce the Good News in the
whole world, directly from the Lord, it needs to be coordinated, controlled
under the Primacy of strengthening of the Pope, the Supreme Authority of
the Church

It took centuries, after the persecutions, for the Apostolic / local churches to
undertake organized missionary works in countries other than their town of
origin. Still, local and individual initiatives of St Augustine in England, of
St. Patrick in Ireland, of St Boniface in Germany, of Sts. Cyril and Methodius
in Slav countries, of Patriarch Timothy (780-823) sending 80 Syrian monks
with Bishops to Central Asia, of Bishop Abdisho sending thousands of faithful
to the same region are all well known. These facts make it clear, that the
Church universal, particular or local cannot but be missionary by its very
nature.

The St Thomas Christians
The St Thomas Christians’ mission attitude remained dormant as they were

cut off from the rest of the Christian world till the arrival of the Portuguese
Missionaries in the 16" century. Up to then, they depended on their immediate
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neighboring Church of Persia for the periodic supply of Bishops, thereby
remaining on the receiving end. Due to the geographical and linguistic alienation
from the rest of the Christian world, they were least involved in the Trinitarian
and Christological controversies of the early centuries. The small Community
of the St. Thomas Christians did not show any missionary attitude towards
their Hindu neighbours. Socially and culturally, they were well integrated with
their Hindu neighbourhood and enjoyed several privileges granted by the Hindu
Rajas, for serving them as loyal soldiers. As the ministry of their Bishops from
Persia was restricted to the liturgical services and administration of sacraments,
the social and cultural life of the St. Thomas Christians were controlled by
their Jathikkuthalavan (Leader of the tribe), who was their chief functionary
for animating and deciding the matters related to their ecclesiastical life, had
the title of Archdeacon. In exercising this office, the Archdeacon was assisted
by the consortium of Palliyogams (Parish Assemblies). In the Antiochean
tradition, the ecclesiastical authority below the Patriarch, like Catholicos or
Maphrian, was presumed to have authority over all the faithful of the
Patriarchate, east of the territory retained by the Patriarch, expressed by the
title “Catholicos of all the East." Being sent by the Patriarch, for the St. Thomas
Christians, the Syrian Bishop was presumed to have jurisdiction all over India.
This idea was ingrained in the title of Metropolit Kole Hindu (Metropolita of
the whole of India). Thus, the all India ecclesiastical outlook of the St. Thomas
Christians, already from those earliest periods, is clearly expressed in the title
Metropolit kole Hindu.

4. Religious as Missionaries

The religious congregations of the west venturing out to the Missions
brought a paradigm shift in the life of the Church. The Jesuits, the Franciscans,
the Carmelites, the Salesians, and so many others later, vied with each other to
take up missions in different continents, particularly in Asia and Africa. Mission
areas were assigned to different mission organizations and outfits like Padroado
and Propaganda Fide. India with its vast geographical expands, with people
of various races, cultures, languages, attracted all kinds of missionary enterprises
and methods to it. From Kanyakumari to Kashmir, from Assam (through today’s
East Bengal) to Punjab, through the length and breadth of the country, India
was almost flooded with missions. The British Missionary Societies, like LMS,
CMS and those from USA like the Baptists, played important roles in the
Evangelisation of the country. However, for many, at the end of all these efforts,
evangelization process in India has come to a standstill. The people, their social,
cultural, educational, economic and religious needs are so varied, that they
can hardly be covered by any single missionary ideology, or methodology.
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Besides, India is a land of people living in a fairly good God-awareness,
awakened by His presence in the nature, and by the cultural environment deeply
rooted in religious practices. Talking to them about Jesus, as Son of God, and
Savior of the world may need methodologies different from those used for the
religiously less initiated dalits or Adivasi Communities. Monopolizing of
theology / missiology, liturgical expressions, and spiritual outlooks would be
counter productive to the multifaceted Indian religious ethos. This is reflected
in the present situation of non-mobility in the evangelizing process, both by
the Protestants and Catholics alike in India.

5. Struggle for Internal Autonomy of St. Thomas Christians

1.

We cannot go, within the scope of this article, into the circumstances that
accentuated the issue who should ecclesiastically govern the St Thomas
Christians, the Portughese (Latin) Padroado or the Syrian Metropolit with
the help of the Archdeacon. The Ecumenical Lateran Council IV clearly
stated: One city one Bishop, meaning: there shall be only one Bishop
functioning in one city. Obviously, the provision was not set in the context
of Bishops belonging to different Individual Catholic Churches (such a
situation did not exist at that time) but of Latin Church alone. However,
examples of appointment of a Bishop in a place where a bishop of another
Individual Church was functioning are numerous. (Eg. establishment of
the Latin diocese of Trivandrum, where the Malankara Catholic Archdiocese
of Thiruvananthapuram was existing for several years). The canonical issue
at stake during the struggles of St. Thomas Christians against the Portuguese
was their anxiety for preserving the Apostolicity of their Church,
safeguarding at the same time their internal autonomy. It was to project an
appearance of being in the Apostolicity they went even to the extent of
getting their Archdeacon consecrated as “Bishop” by 12 priests. On the
other hand, they could never get reconciled with the canonically unlawful
suppression of their age old St Thomas Christian Diocese of Angamaly for
bringing the St Thomas Christians under the jurisdiction of Padroado.
They continued their struggle for a catholic solution.

ii. Communion Ecclesiology possible even during the Struggles: During the

height of tension between Portuguese missionaries and St Thomas
Christians, one can notice the possibility of practicing communion
ecclesiology. Bishop Francis Ross, who played key roles in the latinization
of the St. Thomas Christians, was a scholar in East Syrian language. The
missionaries were apparently ignorant of the insistence of and directives
given by the Popes to respect the Eastern Christian traditions and the efforts
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they made and the instructions they gave for realizing this. Mar Abraham,
the St Thomas Christian Bishop of Angamaly was sent to Lisbon, apparently
for inquisition, by the Portuguese authorities there. He escaped at
Mosambique and reached Patriarch Abdisho at Seleucia, who sent him to
Pope Pius IV. The attitude the Pope showed to Mar Abraham is highly
significant. He entrusted three letters to Mar Abraham, one to Patriarch
Abdisho, one to Archbishop of Goa, and the third to the Bishop of Cochin.
Among other things the Pope wrote to Archbishop of Goa, to respect the
authority of the Patriarch and to divide Malabar into two dioceses and to
give the one of Angamaly to Mar Abraham. The Portuguese disregarded
these letters as forged. The St Thomas Christian Bishop, Mar Jacob was
appointed chaplain to the Portuguese, who said Holy Mass in Latin for
them. St Francis Xavier held the St Thomas Christians in high esteem. He
even makes a request for plenary indulgence for two of their Churches.
Mar Joseph and Mar Elia, representatives of the Patriarch for Malabar,
were sent to the Franciscan Monastery at Bassien (today’s Vasai) on house
arrest. Terminating the house arrest the superior of the monastery reported:
They learned Latin and said Mass in Latin on Easter Sunday for the
Portuguese. (For the details, see Fr Xavier Koodapuzha, Tirusabhacharithram,
pp. 746, 749). These examples make it clear that while the Popes showed
great concern for the Eastern Traditions, the lower level clergy opposed
the possibility of the natives getting the upper hand in ecclesiastical matters,
which, they were afraid, would undermine even the political fortunes of
the Portuguese in India. This suspicion is confirmed by the opposition
Padroado offered even to Rome, for the Propaganda activities in India.

6. Emergence of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church - Clarification of

L.

Ecclesiological Issues

Emergence of the SMCC as one of the Eastern Catholic Churches,
contributed much to the growth of Eastern Catholic ecclesiology. The first
condition laid down by Mar Ivanios in the memorandum for reunion, of
1926, was the permission to preserve the age old Antiochean Syrian
Liturgical tradition. At the back of this request was the warding off of the
possibility of a reunited Church with a mutilated (like that of the Syro-
Malabar Church before the restoration) or Latinized (like that of the
Maronites) liturgy. Reunion at the expense of the stuthichovvakkapetta
(pure) Antiochean liturgy would have been totally unacceptable to Mar
Ivanios. Assurance to this effect was received by Mar Ivanios from the
Syrian Catholic Patriarch Rahmani (See Inchakkalody, Archbishop Mar
Ivanios (2015), pp. 292-306). It is noted here that the most important
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movement in the west that paved the way for the renewals undertaken by
Vatican II was the liturgical movement. In the spirit of the same movement,
Vatican II establishes liturgy as the first raison d’etre of a sui juris Church.
It is in this same spirit that the request of Mar Ivanios for preserving the
Antiochean liturgy is to be appreciated. By getting this request granted, the
foundation was laid for the assumption that the Malankara Catholic theology
and spirituality is to be developed from its liturgy, liturgy serves as its
locus theologicus.

ii. The second request of Mar Ivanios was that the reuniting Bishops should
have jurisdiction over the reuniting faithful wherever they are. This request
and the granting of it was overriding the then existing Latin concept of
Jurisdiction, that was conceived in territorial terms. ‘““Territorial Jurisdiction”
takes care of the good of the people within a given territory, where as the
oriental concept of personal jurisdiction takes care of the well being of its
children wherever they happen to be. According to the former, the father of
the prodigal son would not have had the concern for him as he is out of the
house. Rome, granted the second request of Mar Ivanios, thereby overriding
the Latin concept of the territorial Jurisdiction.

iii. The 3" request of the memorandum was that the Catholicos be accepted as
the Father and Head of the reuniting Church. Though it was not granted, as
the then Catholicos did not come into communion, it reflects the
ecclesiological vision of Mar Ivanios. The Catholicos, in the Antiochean
tradition is the spiritual and administrative head of a part of the patriarchal
Church that is in communion with the Patriarch, still independent in the
internal administration of that part of the Church. In modern Eastern Catholic
jurisprudence, a Church under a Catholicos would be a sui juris Church.
This request of Mar Ivanios did not get materialized in those days. But in
the providence of God, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church grew to the
status of a sui juris Major Archiepiscopal Church, the head of which,
according to the Antiochean tradition is a Catholicos. May be, a Catholicos
grown from within the Church is better suited for it than a reunited
Catholicos!

iv. In the Pre-Vatican Catholic Ecclesiology, unity of the Church, united under
the Pope, was the most predominantly held characteristic of the Catholic
Church. Any diversity in the liturgical life, or ecclesiastical discipline was
looked down as a sign of or leading to schismatic tendencies. On the other
hand, by the end of 19" century, the ideal of unity of uniformity appeared
to be genuinely confronted by the existence of 21 Eastern Catholic Churches,

11



Editorial

having their own venerable liturgical traditions, spiritual outlooks, and well
established administrative set up within the Catholic Church. They were
like the intimately united parts of the same body, but distinct as its individual
members. It is from this background that Vatican II introduced the concept
of Particular or Individual Churches within the Catholic Communion. The
process of recognizing the Eastern Catholic Churches as Individual
Churches was just the opposite of absorbing them into the vast ocean of
the Latin west. On the contrary, the strong bonds of communion among
them became the ecclesiologically determining factor.

The establishment of the Eparchy of Gurgaon and Exarchate of Khadki, so
to say, concludes the debate on the feasibility and legitimacy of having
simultaneous jurisdictions of Oriental and Latin Churches in India. Even
before Vatican II this phenomenon existed in Ernakulam and Trivandrum
in Kerala and elsewhere in the world. During the years before the Council,
the need of taking care of the pastoral needs of the Oriental Catholic migrants
to the cities of North India was felt. The Syro-Malabar faithful would readily
get their ecclesial needs fulfilled in the nearby Latin parishes. A handful of
Malankara Catholic faithful followed the same example. Quite a few of
them would get attached to their neighboring Orthodox / Jacobite
communities, instead of going to the Latin Catholic Parishes. Their
attachment to the liturgy they cherished from childhood was the main
motivation for this. A few would remain anonymous. Even on the floor of
Vatican II, there was a sharp polarization among the Indian Bishops on the
issue. As 40 Latin Bishops from India jointly opposed the proposal for
allowing jurisdiction over the Orientals to the Oriental Bishops, Archbishop
Benedict Mar Gregorios of Trivandrum, the immediate successor of Mar
Ivanios, who asked for Jurisdiction of the reuniting Bishops over the
reuniting faithful as a condition for reunion, declared: the solution to all
the problems (regarding the tension between the Latin and Oriental
Churches in India) is the establishment of oriental parishes and eparchies
where they are needed (see Acta Synodalia 111/5).

7. Orientalium Ecclesiarum (OE)

L.

OE, the Magna Carta of the Oriental Catholic Churches, along with other
ecclesiological and dogmatic teachings, made the following momentous
decisions of vital consequences: (a) “The Holy Catholic Church, which is
the Mystical Body of Christ, is made up of the faithful who are organically
united in the Holy Spirit by the same faith, the same sacraments and the
same government. They combine into different groups, which are held

12
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together by their hierarchy, and so form particular churches or rites (ecclesia
particularis seu ritus.”(OE 2).(b) These Churches, entrusted to the “pastoral
guidance of the Roman Pontiff, who by God’s appointment is successor to
Blessed Peter in supremacy over the Universal Church” are of “equal rank,
so that none of them is superior to the others because of its rite” (OE 3). (¢)
“They have the same rights and obligations, even with regard to the preaching
of the Gospel in the whole world (cf. Mk 16:15), under the direction of the
Roman Pontiff”’(OE 3). The Council visualized not only respect towards
and preservation of eastern rites but also their growth and advancement.
For this, the Council declared: “Each (individual Church) should organize
its own parishes, hierarchy where the spiritual good of the souls requires it”
(OE 4). Here the concept of jurisdiction received a new definition, based,
not on authority, but on pastoral-relationship. Accordingly, jurisdiction is
to be treated not on the basis of any territorially bound authority, but on the
concern of the Patriarch / Major Archbishop for his faithful wherever he /
she is (This is the same in the Latin Church too). The Patriarch, the name
deriving from the Latin word Pater (Father), never loses his authority or
obligation of pastoral care for his children, wherever and under whatever
conditions they live. The ground for establishing the separate parishes and
eparchies for the Oriental faithful is solely, the spiritual good of the persons
concerned and not the establishment of any ecclesiastical supremacy.

ii. The provision of OE 4 for establishing parishes and eparchies for the Oriental
faithful concludes by adding under the direction of the Roman Pontiff. This
is significant in the Catholic Ecclesiology. Already the Apostolic Canons,
which is probably of Syrian Origin, in art 374 stipulates: He (the local
hierarch) should not do anything without the knowledge of the Protos (the
regional hierarch). The provision under the direction of the Roman Pontiff
is regularly attached to every canonical provision of consequence. Since
every sui juris Church has the obligation of preaching the gospel in the
whole world, a certain amount of initiating, controlling and correcting
ministry should be exercised by the Supreme Authority of the Church,
flowing from the primacy of strengthening of Peter. Many may find this
unnecessary and disquieting, but the strength of Catholic Church ultimately
depends, on the contrary, on its ability and readiness to submit itself in
obedience to the New Testament inspired governance system combining
Primacy and Conciliarity / Synodality; authority and service.

8. CCEO-Codex Canonum Ecclesiarum Orientalium
However, these golden statements and clarity given by the Council was
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mitigated by the use of “ecclesia particularis seu ritus” where the two words
were used as synonyms. In other ecclesiologically and domgmatically important
documents of the Council, “ecclesia particularis™ is used to denote a diocese
(LG 23,27,45,AG 6 and CD 11, 23, 28).The identification of a diocese with
an Oriental Church and Rite made later ecclesiologico-theological confusions
more confounded. The translation of these terms into English also carried
forward the same confusion.The original Latin expression “ecclesia
particularis” of OE 2 was translated by Walter Abbot (The Documents of Vat
II, 1966) as “Individual Church”, while the rendering of Flannery of 1975 kept
itas “Particular Church.” Both OE 2 and Flannery identify the Particular Church
as a “rite.” ‘Particular’ is more a quantitative adjective designating identical
parts of a whole (eg. different pieces of the same cake of identical quality)
while “individual” is qualitative (as we talk about qualitatively different types
of cakes). Both Abbot and Flannery render the ecclesia particularis of OE 2 as
“Individual Churches” in OE 3 and 4 (twice). The same perception is maintained
in the later documents and Papal pronouncements. This is evident in the use
"Ecclessia ritualis" in CIC CC 111a and 112. It was admitted by all concerned
that the theological statement in OE 2, accepting the Eastern Catholic
Communities as “ecclesia particularis seu ritus” needed further canonical
precision. It was to remove this confusion that a‘rite’ is defined as the manner
in which a group of Christian faithful lives the liturgical, theological, spiritual
and disciplinary patrimony that it has received from the apostolic time in CCEO
¢ 28§ 1. Thus the notion of “ritus” is perfectly dissociated from the notion of a
“Church” in the CCEO. Therefore, such an Eastern Catholic Church is “A
group of Christian faithful united by a hierarchy according to the norm of law
which the supreme authority of the Church expressly or tacitly recognizes as
sui iuris s called in this Code a Church sui iuris" (¢ 27). Though the expression
is kept untranslated, it is widely accepted as a "Church of its own right”, “of its
own law” enjoying “an acknowledged autonomy, with regard to governing
and discipline” within the Universal Church which is a communion of Churches.

9. Follow up of OE & CCEO

i. The acceptance of Eastern Catholic churches as individual - sui juris
churches with the consequent equal rights and obligations remained
unattended in India, where it was most needed. On the contrary, following
the Council, a movement known as “one rite movement” which advocated
that from the existing three rites one Indian rite has to emerge, began to
evolve. This was the most hotly discussed theme of the National Seminar,
held at Dharmaram, Bangalore, soon after the Council where one of the
chief architects of the OE, Mar Gregorios pleaded, ‘“We should not approach
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this problem with a partisan spirit, but go forward hand in hand for the
wellbeing of the Church..... Division in the Church bruises the Body of
Christ...... Why not an Oriental diocese within or along with a Latin
diocese? If all are equal, how can some be more equal?” (Peter C. Abraham,
Examiner). In the subsequent discussions on the subjects, such weighty
ecclesiological reasoning began to gain the upper hand.

ii. The uncertainty regarding the extension of Jurisdiction of Oriental Churches

in India over their own faithful continued mainly due to the apprehension
of a number of Latin bishops on the possibility of the strength of many of
their parishes getting reduced, as the Syro-Malabar faithful would take up
membership in their own newly established parishes. As President of the
CBCI, it was Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios who brought freshness and
urgency to the demands of the Malankara Catholic Church for their own
parishes and hierarchical setup for their own people where needed. SMCC
had the advantage of their own faithful stoutly supporting the demand. As
their cry was loudly expressed in the form of a resolution of the Malankara
Catholic Youth Convention of 2008, held at Bethany Ashram Pune,
Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios, the then head of the SMCC, appointed Fr.
John Berchmans OIC as the Coordinator of the Malankara Catholic faithful
residing outside the territories of their Eparchies. The coordinator mainly
attended to establish chapels and churches for the Malankarites where
needed, organize catechism for the children in English and faith formation
programmes for the youth; thus preparing the necessary infrastructures for
the future. However, though vividly on the agenda, the vital aspect of the
vijatheeya mission of the ETRI was left unattended by the Coordinator due
to the lack of qualified personnel for it.

10. Towards Realization

i.

The depth of the ecclesial visions of Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios hastened
the elevation of the SMCC to the dignity of a Major Archiepiscopal Church
in 2005. This awakened the Church to a better awareness of its own rights,
duties, and obligations provided in the law. During the Coordinator’s
ministry, the ETRI parishes and centers were directly administered by the
Malankara Catholic Eparchies, namely, Delhi by the Archieparchy of
Thiruvalla, Bhopal and Chennai by the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
Bangalore by the Eparchy of Bathery, and by Bethany Ashram, those of
Gujarat, Maharastra and Telengana. As the ETRI developed so much and
its ecclesial awareness so intensified, the negotiations with Rome and within
the CBCI for raising it to the Episcopal status too intensified. By the end of
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il.

11.

his life, Major Archbishop Catholicos Cyril Mar Baselios got the
arrangements for appointing an Apostolic Visitator for the ETRI finalized.
His unexpected death in 2007 again delayed the realization of the decision.
However, in the same year, the Visitator Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas,
appointed by the Holy Father, was ordained and installed by Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos who succeeded Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Catholicos. Delhi being the capital of India was the spontaneous choice as
its headquarters. The Malankara Catholic Communities all over the country,
outside the territories of the Malankara Catholic Eparchies came under the
pastoral care of the Apostolic Visitator. Such an arrangement apparently
was not compatible with the existing canonical provisions, but was in
follow-up of the provisions foreseen in OE 4, as necessary “for the good of
the souls™.

Even the appointment of the Apostolic Visitator stopped short of the vision
of Vatican II to establish parishes and Eparchies for the Oriental Catholic
faithful where their “spiritual good” requires it, which was itself demanded
by Mar Ivanios as one of the conditions for re-union. Under the leadership
of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, both as head of the
SMCC and President of the CBCI, the centuries-long debate on the subject,
was concluded, as far as the SMCC is concerned. The historic decision
was taken relatively faster under the liberal outlooks of Pope Francis. By
the decree of 26 March 2016, the SMCC Eparchy of Gurgaon- Delhi and
Exarchate of Khadki- Pune were established, with the Apostolic Visitator
Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC and the Curia Bishop Thomas Mar
Anthonios OIC as their Bishops respectively. The 22 northern states of
India are assigned to the Eparchy and the 6 southern states minus the then
Eparchies of the SMCC, to the Exarchate. In effect, the right and duty of
the SMCC to preach the Gospel all over the world is actualized for India
through the Eparchy and Exarchate, without any further ado from any other
authority. With this, the authority of a Metropolit of St. Thomas Christians
over kole hindu (the whole of India) is reestablished for one section of the
St. Thomas Christians.

Great challenge and mission of the Eparchy and Exarchate.
The extension of the mission of the SMCC through the Eparchy and

Exarchate is not something to be boasted over or celebrated as a territorial
conquest after a 50 year old war, but a vocation from God to participate, in
their own ways, in the evangelization of a people, that is to bring the joy of the
Gospel to a people in whose life God still holds an important place. It seems,
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though we were clamoring for it for a long time, the SMCC was not prepared
to face this great challenge. But we go forward with the reassurance with which
God strengthened Moses, “Take this staff and go.... with which you shall
perform the signs” (Ex. 4:17). The staff that Moses always carried with him
was the Word of God. In the power of the Word of God, the Eparchy and the
Exarchate need to fix up their priorities and methodologies, and prepare its
workers, their priests, sisters, seminarians and the lay leaders for the challenges
ahead. We need to decide how far and where we need to repeat the mission
methods made use of by the earlier missionaries, through the length and breadth
of the country, or go for new methods. Before everything else, we need to
develop ways and means for making people experience God’s love for them in
their particular and personal life experience, bringing people to having faith
and God experience.

12. Conclusion

A new chapter in the life and mission of the SMCC begins with the erection
of the Eparchy and the Exarchate with All-India jurisdiction. All are invited to
the great banquet in the Kingdom of God. No excuses please! Blessed are they
who dreamed of this day from the apostolic days till today! Happy are they
who prayed and suffered for it! Gratitude to all those who co-operated,
collaborated and coauthored the historical event!

With a bird’s eye of the ecclesial scenario of the historical event of the
new ecclesiastical canonical provisions in the Universal Church, especially in
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, we present the pertaining documents,
along with the acts of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod, in this Volume 11 No.1 and 2 of the MALANKARA.

- Editors
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17th Holy Episcopal Synod

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE SEVENTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

HELD FROM 23 to 27 February 2015

Venerable brotheren,

I am very happy to welcome you to the Seventeenth Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod! Today, we come across many people who are touched by the
Word of God through the life and message of the Holy Father Pope Francis. |
remember a Hindu lady whom I met in a train journey to Kozhikod. She spoke
about the life and message of Pope Francis and asked me to convey her love
and appreciation to the Pope. That was a heart-touching experience for me.

In the recent visit of Mr Barak Obama, the President of America, he
reminded our nation of the importance of religious freedom. He repeated the
same at a prayer meeting in the US. In contrary to these experiences, we see,
today, in India an attitude of religious fundamentalism that hurts the minorities.
At the same time, it might be the international situation that prompted Mr
Modi, our Honourable Prime Minister to speak about religious freedom. In
this context, I remind you all that religious tolerance should be a subject not
only of our prayer but also of our reflections and deliberations.

We are a small community. We have to understand that less in number
does not reduce our divine intentions. Therefore, the Word of God that we just
now heard urges us, as the exhorters, to teach the people of God with authority.

The financial accounts of Vatican were also presented in the meeting of
the Cardinals. It is for the first time in the history of the Church that His
Eminence Cardinal Pell presented the financial accounts. The Holy Father
who reminded the need of transparency in all these matters said that the balance
amount is the portion of the poor. We should remember that our obligation to
the poor is a divine duty. Therefore, we should care specially the poor in our
pastoral ministry

Though a little community, we too are called, in our own way, to lead the
Church in India. I remind you the dream of the Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanios, ‘The Evangelization of All India.” We should keep this dream
close to our chest.

As you all know, next year is the birth centenary of His Grace Benedict
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Mar Gregorios, the second Metropolitan Archbishop of our Church. His life
and contribution for the growth and consolidation of the SMCC are ever
remembered. Similarly, the spiritual life of Mar Theophilos of venerable
memory, whose 125" birth year we are commemorating has laid a solid
foundation for the SMCC. We need to plan the celebrations as the vision of
these Prelates shall continue to strengthen the growth of our church.

I pray for the blessings of the Holy Spirit in this HES and confide you all
to the intercession of Blessed Virgin Mary the Mother of God.

I declared the Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod open.

' Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(23 - 27 February 2015)

REPORT

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos convoked the
Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church in Blessed John Paul I Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
in the Catholicate Centre from 23 to 27 February 2015. In preparation for the
Holy Episcopal Synod (HES) the Synod Fathers concelebrated the Holy
Qurbono at 9.00 am, on Monday, 23 February 2015. All who serve in the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia took part in the Holy Qurbono.

After the Holy Qurbono and the refreshment the Synod Fathers gathered
in the synod hall. The HES began with a prayer. After the hymn (Nalla devane
njangal...), the Word of God, 1Tim 4:11-16, was read out by Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios. After a spontaneous prayer, His Beatitude the Catholicos Moran
Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the President of the HES intoned the prayer
for the gifts of the Holy Spirit, “Njangalude karathavaya Yesumisiha...” (Our
Lord Jesus, the Messiah...).

The members present at the Synod were: Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
(Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos,
Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC,
Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebios, the Exarch of USA, whose journey
from New York was delayed due to heavy snowfall, could attend the Synod
only from the fourth session that started at 9 am on 24 February 2015. The
HES considered the information given by His Beatitude the Catholicos and
accepted the legitimacy of the absence. Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, the
Bishop of Marthandom was granted leave of absence from the 10" and 11™
sessions of the Synod (3 pm onwards on 25 February 2015) as he had to
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represent the Eparchy of Marthandom and our Church at the Episcopal
Ordination of Most Rev. Jerome Das Varuvel, the newly created diocese of
Kuzhithurai.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla
is granted permanent leave of absence due to his old age health conditions.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos,
gave the opening address. HB made a comparison and contrast of some of his
recent experience. We see a world that is touched by the Word of God through
the life and message of the Holy Father. HB recalled an experience during a
train journey to Kozhikod. “I remember a Hindu lady whom I met in a train
journey to Kozhikod. She spoke about the life and message of Pope Francis
and asked me to convey her love and appreciation to the Pope. That was a
heart-touching experience for me.” His Beatitude also recalled the recent socio-
political discussions in India. “In the recent visit of Mr Barak Obama, the
American President, he reminded our nation of the importance of religious
freedom. He repeated the same at a prayer meeting in the US. In contrary to
these experiences, we see, today, in India an attitude of religious fundamentalism
that hurts the minorities. At the same time, it might be the international situation
that prompted Mr Modi, our Honourable Prime Minister to speak about religious
freedom.” In this regard, the issue of religious tolerance was brought to the
serious consideration of the Synod Fathers.

HB also underlined episcopal responsibility of the Bishops in exhorting
the people of God. “We are a small community. We have to understand that
less in number does not reduce our divine intentions. Therefore, the Word of
God that we just now heard urges us, as the exhorters, to teach the people of
God with authority.” Then HB recounted his experience in the Consistory of
the Cardinals where the financial accounts of Vatican were also presented. “It
is for the first time in the history of the Church that His Eminence Cardinal
Pell presented the financial accounts. The Holy Father who reminded the need
of transparency in all these matters said that the balance amount is the portion
of the poor.” Following this, HB said: ““We should remember that our obligation
to the poor is a divine duty. Therefore, we should care specially the poor in our
pastoral ministry.”

In the backdrop of these reflections, HB said that, though a small
community, we too are called upon to lead the Church in India in our own way.
HB also reminded the Synod Fathers of the dream of the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios to preach the Gospel everywhere in India. HB urged
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all to keep this dream close to our chest. HB also delved on the life and
contribution of His Grace Benedict Mar Gregorios, whose birth centenary we
are celebrating this year, for the growth and consolidation of the SMCC.
Similarly, HB said that the spiritual life of Mar Theophilos of venerable memory,
whose 125" birth year we are commemorating has laid a solid foundation for
the SMCC. “We need to plan the celebrations as the vision of these Prelates
shall continue to strengthen the growth of our Church”, HB added. HB
concluded the inaugural address invoking the presence of the Holy Spirit on
the HES. Confiding the HES-in-session to the protection and intercession of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, HB declared open the Synod.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

His Beatitude the Catholicos, the President of the HES, presented the
following proposed agenda of the Synod:

Prayer

Inaugural Address by His Beatitude

Presentation of the Agenda

Submission of the Catholicos’ Day Offering

Report of the Sixteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

Meeting with the Major Superiors and their teams of the Institutes
of Consecrated Life in the SMCC

Common Programmes in 2015— July 15, Sept. 20

The Synodal Commissions — Bye-laws prepared by the appointed
Committee

. Charter of Priestly Formation
10. Synodal Commission for the Youth — Role of the Eparchial Directors
in the MCYM activities; Participation of the MCYM in KCYM
Activities
11. Mar Gregorios Centenary Celebrations
12. Matters Subsecreto
13. Other Matters if any, with the consent of the President
To this the Synod Fathers added the following topics:
1. Matters of St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary
Meeting with the Staff of the Seminary
Matters of Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
Suviseshasangham

Report on the progress of the Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of
God Mar Ivanios

N
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6. Response of the SMCC to the Political Scenario in India
7. The Forthcoming Roman Synod

8. Amendment of Certain canons of the CPCSMCC

Next on the agenda was the submission of the offering of the Catholiscos
Day to His Beatitude the Catholicos. All the Eparchial Bishops and the Apostolic
Visitator of the ETRI submitted the offerings collected from the respective
places. The following day, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius also submitted
the offerings from the Exarchate of USA to His Beatitude the Catholicos.

Report of the Sixteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

The report of the Sixteenth Holy Episcopal Synod was read out. A few
inaccuracies and corrections were pointed out and corrected. Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom proposed the report to be passed and Most Rev.
Joshua Mar Ignathios supported the proposal. The Report was passed with
applause.

THE DELIBERATIONS

The Meeting with the Major Superiors of the Institutes of Consecrated
Life

The Synod discussed the modus operandi of the meeting of the HES with
the Major Superiors of the Institutes of Consecrated Life. It was informed to
the Synod Fathers that for a wider participation, all the Superiors General and
their team and the Provincial Superiors and their teams of the OIC, SIC and
DM Congregations were invited. Besides them, the Abbot of Kurisumala
Ashram, the Provincial of the Franciscan Brothers, the Superior of the Sisters
of Mount Tabor Ashram, and the Leader of the OSS were also invited. The
report of the last meeting with the Abbot and Superiors General or their
representatives was sent to them.

The meeting was arranged in the Patriarch Moussa Daoud Hall of the
Catholicate Centre. The meeting began at 9 am. The meeting was in two sessions
with a coffee break at 10.30 a.m. Of the invited 88 were present.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Father and Head
of the SMCC and the President of the HES welcomed all to the meeting.

The Agenda:

1. Propose new ways and means to strengthen the apostolic activities of
the SMCC in this age of New Evangelisation.

2. Share the issues and concerns of the Institutes of Consecrated Life that
are to be addressed by the SMCC.

3. Propose ways and means by which the Institutes of Consecrated Life in
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the SMCC can live the lifestyle and spirituality proposed by His Holiness
Pope Francis.

The meeting helped a lot to communicate and share the thoughts of the
members of the religious with the members of the Synod. All were happy of
the gathering and looked forward to such sharings in the future. The report of
the meeting is made extra.

Mar Ivanios Day 2015

The Synod Fathers expressed their general appreciation of the spiritual
milieu of the padayatra from various centres of our Church to the tomb of the
Servant of God. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, the Bishop of
Pathanamthitta, told the HES that the Eparchy would make the necessary
arrangements for the padayatris to spend the day previous to the Padayatra in
prayer and retreat.

It was suggested that the route of the Padayatra from Perunadu on the
second day could be rerouted. The route could be Pathanamthitta — Kaipattur —
Chandanappally—Kodumon—Adoor—Puthusserybhagom. The padayatris from
Anandappally and Thatta could join the padayatra at Adoor. The HES left the
final decision to Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom in whose Eparchy the Padayatra
begins and goes through. It is opined that the sentiments of the parishes have
to be considered.

The behaviour of the padayatris should be eco-friendly and shall not liter
the roads and the surroundings the padayatra passes through. The leaders have
to take care of this. The prayer of the respective hours (morning, noon and
evening) shall also be said along with the dhupaprarthana when the Padayatra
reaches a church.

Reunion Day and Sabha Sanghamam 2015

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, the Bishop-in-Charge of the common
celebrations in the Church read out the report of the meeting he attended in the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla to plan the Reunion Day and Sabhasanghamam
2015. He highlighted the following:

The Sabha Sanghamam is envisaged to be focused on the theme: “I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10).

To share the blessings that the Church received from God for the last 85
years, with the poor and marginalized, the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla plans
a series of outreach programmes:

o 85 Heart operations (commemorating 85 years of Reunited ecclesial life)
o 3000 dialysis (in honour of the departed Bishops)
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o 10 Houses for the homeless

o Marriage aid for ten women.

0 An initiative for organ donation — to get the sammatha pathram (document
of consent) from a lakh of people to donate their organs and submit it to
the Chief Minister of Kerala.

To construct a Smriti Mandapam at Thirumoolapuram-Tiruvalla, the cradle
of the SMCC, commemorating the life of the SG of Archbishop Mar Ivanios
and Bishop Mar Theophilos and others at the initial epoch of the Reunion
Movement.

For the spiritual preparation and renewal of the entire families and parishes
of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla a team of 75 persons are trained and formed
and sent to visit each family and share with them the Word of God and the
spirit of the commemorations. A prayer is prepared and distributed.

To substitute the traditional preshita rally with a procession similar to
perunalrasa.

In the light of the discussions in the HES, the following programmes which
were suggested at the meeting in Tiruvalla were confirmed. The Synod Fathers
also considered the feed back given at the meeting in confirming it. The
suggestion to conduct a perunal like rasa was appreciated.

As regards the concrete planning, the HES came to the following broad
consensus

- 19 September 2015

Evening

o There will be chayachithra, the pathaka and deepasikha prayanam as usual.
The chayachithram of His Grace Mar Gregorios is proposed to be included
as this is his birth centenary year. The chayachithram of His Excellency
Mar Dioscoros whose mortal remains are entombed in the Thirumoolapuram
church is also to be included in the vilambara rally

o They converge at the Cathedral Campus and the vilambara rally is conducted
as its finale.

o MCYM Quiz

- 20 September 2015

o Common concelebrated Holy Qurbono at the main pandal
o Seminars of MCA, MCYM and MCCL at separate venues

o Afternoon — Sanyastha Sammelanam. The meeting shall have an ecumenical
nature, with Hindu, Orthodox and Catholic Speakers giving input sessions.
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o Evening — Suvisesha Sandhya

o The participant of the Sanyastha Sammelanam and Suvisesha Sandhya go
in a candle procession to Bethany Convent Thirumoolapuram, the cradle of
the woman-sanyasa in Malankara.

- 21 September 2015

o 8.00 — Liturgical Reception to the Bishops, Morning Prayers

o 8.30 am. — Holy Qurbono

o 11.30 am — Public Meeting — The Catholicos addresses the Church. The
Chief Minister of Kerala will be invited to the meeting. The sammatha
pathram (document of consent) from a lakh people to donate their organs
will be submitted to the Chief Minister of Kerala. Fr Chiramel, the Chairman
of the Kidney Foundation will also be invited to speak at the meeting on
organ donation.

o 12.30 - Lunch
1.30 pm — Rasa to St. John’s Cathedral.
The VIP invitees for the celebrations are yet to be decided.

o

St Mary’s Malankara Seminary

The visit and meeting with the staff of St Mary’s Malankara Seminary was
slated to be at 6 pm on Wednesday, 25 February. In view of this, the HES took
up for consideration the topic “St Mary’s Malankara Seminary” from the agenda.

This year the faculty of philosophy comes to an end. The philosophy block
of the seminary buildings is also free. The block needs thorough maintenance.

How do we make use of the Philosophy block of the seminary? The HES
considered this question in the light of the various proposals and needs raised
by the Laity and the Religious and the Clergy at various times. For the Laity
there was a need of a basic theological orientation course for lay leaders; the
Religious had proposed the need of a common institute for their ecclesial,
theological and pastoral formation; the Clergy need a place for their on-going
formation; the Suviseshasangham needs a centre for the formation and on-
going formation of its members. Considering all these, it was opined by the
Synod Fathers that a Theological-Missiological-Spirituality Institute could be
established in the Philosophy Block in such a way that it does not affect the
discipline of the Seminary. It was also suggested that, in that case, Rev. Fr
Antony Kakkanattu, presently the Working Secretary of the Synodal
Commission for Evangelization and the Director of the Suviseshasangham
could be appointed as the Director of the proposed institute. Most Rev. Abraham
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Mar Julios was asked to formulate a vision statement for the institute and
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC to formulate the statutes of the institute.

The lack of sufficient number of staff for the Faculty of Theology came
under the consideration of the HES, especially in the context of the application
for recognition submitted to the Holy See. Department of Moral Theology
needs a resident staff. In this context the HES also considered the contribution
that could be given to the Faculty of Theology by Most Rev. Philipos Mar
Stephanos and Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas who served the Seminary earlier
on its staff.

The HES also took note that the Seminary needs another expert in Liturgy
and liturgical formation to substitute Rev. Fr Isaac Parappally who is transferred
from the seminary and given a new pastoral assignment in the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla. Rev. Fr Mariadasan from Marthandom who was serving the Faculty
of Philosophy which now comes to an end was looking forward to a change
and some pastoral assignment in his Eparchy of Marthandom. The HES
considered whether he could be asked to continue.

The spiritual formation and the role of the Spiritual Fathers of the Seminary
came in for analysis and evaluation in the context of the available information.
The need of accompaniment in spiritual formation was stressed in the context
of lack of in-depth awareness of the need of spiritual direction from the part of
the students.

Some seminaries to which our students are sent for the study of Philosophy
demands a bachelor degree as a basic eligibility for admission. What shall we
do in this context? From the discussion that followed, it was concluded that, if
+2 students could not be promoted to the study of Philosophy, we shall think
of other solutions and policies.

The Visitation of the Seminary

The visitation of the Seminary started at 6 pm. The Synod Fathers joined
the Evening Prayer of the Seminary. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos, the Father and Head of our Church and the President of the HES
imparted apostolic blessing to the staff and students of the seminary together
with the other Synod Fathers at the end of the Evening Prayer.

The meeting with the staff began at 6.45 pm at the Library Hall of the
Seminary. All the members of the Resident Staff were present. Rev. Fr Daniel
Manikulam, the Rector of the Seminary, welcomed the Catholicos and other
members of the HES to the Seminary and the meeting and he thanked the HES
for its great solicitude for the seminary.

31



17th Holy Episcopal Synod

Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, the Chairman of the Episcopal Commission
for St Mary’s Malankara Seminary was asked to give an orientation to the
meeting. Welcoming everyone to the gathering, he highlighted the following:

The meeting is a sign of the solicitude of the HES to the priestly formation
in our Church.

The professors who are relentlessly committed to the seminary are
committed to the Church.

A disciplined staff imparts discipline to the seminary and students.

The lack of qualified staff affects the seminary.

The lack of finance affects the functioning of the library of the seminary.
When the community is small, better quality of formation can be ensured.

The dedicated service of the reverend sisters and the domestic staff
contribute towards achieving the aims and objectives of the seminary.

The financial resources are depleted as the number of students has decreased
and the subsidy is reduced and the rubber plantation, the dairy etc are in
loss.

The Rector through his efforts could raise an amount of Rs 30 lakhs for the
seminary.

His Beatitude the Catholicos addressed the meeting with a word of welcome
to all and appreciation for the staff for their committed service to the seminary.
HB invited all to a meaningful sharing on the life of the seminary.

From the sharing of the members of the staff, the following points emerged:
o The situation and the strength of the staff of the seminary, when Rev. Fr
Mariadasan and Rev. Fr Isaac are transferred.

o There is shortage of professors. The Department of Moral Theology needs
a resident staff. No one was appointed in the place of Fr Madathikunnath
who was relieved from the staff of the seminary.

o The service of the reverend sisters is not sufficient.

o Limiting the pastoral ministry of the Students to Sunday alone does not
help much.

o With regard to the general discipline, the impression is that it goes well,
although two students had to be sent out for lack of discipline.

o Since the Faculty of Philosophy comes to an end, that building block has
to be maintained and meaningfully used.

o The next batches of the students of Theology will have an average number
of 30.
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The library is affected because of the lack of funds.
The approach of the students to spiritual direction has to be positive.
There is the need of a counselor for the students.

The accounts of the seminary were presented by Rev. Fr S Varghese. He
explained the amount spent under various heads.

From among the staff, Rev. Fr Philip Chempakassery who published a
book titled “Marriage and Family in Biblical Perspective” was complimented
for this.

A few of the Bishops shared the following points:

The new priests who pass out of the seminary heralds a positive sign in
pastoral ministry.

The MBOC texts prepared from the seminary are excellent and the SC for
Faith Formation is thankful to the seminary for it.

In the concluding address, HB, on behalf of the Church, thanked everyone
for the open and cordial conduct of the meeting and praised the committed
service of the staff. HB also brought out the following points:

o The professors have to get settled in the seminary. That is, they should feel
that their ministry is a lifelong commitment. When urgent or needed they
get a transfer; but when committed, they should be steadfast.

0 Ad-hoc arrangements would not work. We look forward to permanent
solution. So recommend students who are qualified and committed, that
they can be trained to be on the staff of the seminary.

o The social commitment of our students has increased qualitatively; thanks
to the leadership of Fr Isaac Parappally and other staff of the seminary.

o Refrain from casual comments that can be interpreted negatively by your
hearers.

o Special thanks to Most Rev. Mar Julios and other Bishops of the Episcopal
Commission for the Seminary, Rev. Fr. Daniel Manikulam, the Rector and
the team of staff and all others who engage in the life and functions of the
seminary.

At 8:15 pm the meeting concluded with a prayer. All went to the refectory
and had supper with the seminarians. The Bishops also met the Rev. Sisters
and the domestic staff of the seminary after the supper.

When the HES met again the next day, some of the points were again
discussed. The outgoing staff members like Rev. Fr Isaac Parappally and Rev.
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Fr Mariadasan are to be relieved as per the understanding they have reached
with their respective Eparchial Bishop. On discussing about the ways and means
to improve the standard of formation in the seminary, it was pointed out that
while the approach should be holistic, a step by step planning in particular
aspects according to a priority of values has to be introduced. To start with,
training of the members of the staff specially chosen and sent for studies to
serve ‘lifelong’ the seminary is to be the priority.

Synodal Commissions

The sixteenth Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church that was in session
from 20 to 22 September 2014 asked Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most
Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos and Most Rev
Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC to study the draft of the byelaws of the Synodal
Commissions that was circulated to the members of the HES and other SCs
and to present it to the Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod to be
convoked from 23 to 27 February 2015. After studying the draft of the byelaws
and the drafts submitted by certain SCs, the group opined that the present draft
is good enough. Hence it was finalized as a draft to be presented to the HES.
Based on this, each SC can elaborate its aims and objectives and further can
elaborate the guidelines, if needed. The HES discussed the proposals made by
the group as a prelude to the draft

1. Proposal: “There is no need of a separate SC for Publication. As the nature
of the apostolate dealt with by the SC is the same, it is better to have a separate
Desk of the SC. However, for good coordination, it is better that the Chairman
of the SC himself chair the Desk too”.

Response: The HES decided that the History Desk of the SC for Theology
can be combined with the present commission for publication, museums,
archives etc and formed as Synodal Commission for Publications and
History

2. Proposal: It is good to bifurcate the Synodal Commission for Social Activities
and Dalit Christians. The later should at least have a Desk within the SC”.

Response: The proposal was accepted creating a special Desk for Dalit
Christian affairs within the Commission.

3. Proposal: “Is it a workable arrangement to have a SC for the Pastoral Care
of the Faithful outside India? Shall we not drop it? Or can this be combined
with another SC of similar nature?”

Response: Taking into consideration the de-facto situation, the HES agreed
to the proposal to discontinue the Synodal Commission for the Pastoral
Care of the Faithful outside India. Instead, the Apostolic Visitator to Europe
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Most Rev Thomas Mar Eusebios will set up a pastoral committee for the
region/s. Separate Pastoral Committees shall be formed for the Middle
East and Asia Pacific Regions.

4. Proposal: The scope and role and function of the Synodal Commission for
Seminary Formation have to be integrated with the role of the Episcopal
Commission for the Major Seminary.

Response: The Chairman of the Eposcopal Commission is also the
Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation. He should
see how to liaison their activities. It was also decided that for effective
participation of the members of the Episcopal Commission for the Major
Seminary, there shall be a division of work among them — academic,
discipline and finance. The members of the Episcopal Commission shall
meet together at least once in three months.

5. Proposal: There is need of a budgetary allocation for the SCs. To start with,
we propose an amount of Rs. Five Lakhs.

Response: The HES favoured the proposal though there was no concrete
suggestion to find out the means for the same.

6. Proposal: The SCs are permanent offices of the Curia unless they are
suppressed or dissolved. Hence reconstituting all SCs and each of them at one
time affects the role and function of these commissions in the Church. We do
not reconstitute the SC. We only substitute the office bearers from time to time
for its smooth functioning. It is better not to appoint the office bearers for a
stipulated period of time. We can take the dicasteries of the Roman Curia as a
model.

Response: The HES agreed to it in principle.

7. Proposal: There should be a mechanism to ensure that the Chairman, the
Secretary, the Office Assistants and the Consultors are accountable to the HES
and the Church in the discharge of their duties. The tree is judged by its fruits.
There has to be a thorough evaluation for a workable arrangement.

Response: No concrete proposal emerged.

8. Proposal: The scope of a SC is more than that of an association that comes
under the purview of the commission. Hence they should not be identified. For
example, the SC for the Laity is not equal to the MCA. There are also other
associations of the Laity which the commission has to take care of.

Response: During the discussion, the consensus was that the organizations
like the Legion of Mary, Vincent de Paul Society, Kolping, etc come under
the purview of the Synodal Commission of the Laity.
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9. Proposal: It is good to fix the Order of listing the SCs according to a certain
criteria, for example, in accordance with the relative importance of the SC in
the life of the Church or ecclesiological / theological importance.

Response: The suggestion need to be attended.

New Secretaries of certain SCs. A few Secretaries of the SCs had, through
their respective Chairmen, informed the Synod of their difficulty to continue
their service as they are burdened with other offices too. The HES considered
their requests and relieved them from the office of the Secretary of the SCs. As
per the proposal of the HES, His Beatitude the Catholicos has appointed new
Secretaries in their stead. The new Secretaries are:

(¢}

Rev. Fr George Thomas Kochuvilayil of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum is appointed Secretary of the Synodal Commission for
Catechism (Faith Formation) in the place of Rev. Fr Thomas Kanjiramukalil.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Arackal from the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha is appointed
Director of the MCCL. He succeeds Rev. Fr Geevarghese Nedumpurath.

Rev. Fr Cherian Thazhamon of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla is appointed
Secretary of the Synodal Commission for Ecumenism and Dialogue in the
place of Rev. Fr Varghese Madathikunnath.

Rev. Sr Ancelet is appointed Secretary of the Synodal Commission for
Health Care in the place of Very Rev Mother Lilly Thomas who is elected
Provincial Superior of St Joseph’s Province of the DM.

Rev. Fr Joseph Venmanath of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum is
appointed Secretary of the Synodal Commission for Family in the place of
Rt Rev. Msgr Chacko Thadathil.

Rev. Fr Benny Nedumpurath of the Eparchy of Mavelikara is appointed
Secretary of the Desk Dalit Christians, a subsection created in the Synodal
Commission for Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians.

1. New Chairmen of Certain Synodal Commissions. There are two
changes in the Chairmanship of the SCs. Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios
took over as the Chairman for the Synodal Commission for Vocation
while the he handed over to Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios the office
of the Chairman of the SC for Communication Media. These changes
were effected by the Catholicos as per the consensus of the last HES.

The New Timings of Synods

The members of the Synod pondered over rescheduling the convocation

of the HES. It is proposed that for the sake of convenience of the members of
the HES to attend the Synod, it could be convoked from 21 to 23 September

36



Report

every year, after the Reunion Day Celebration and Sabha Saghmamam. The
Lenten Season Session shall be a weeklong session. With this session there
will be the meeting with the Major Superiors of the Institutes of Consecrated
Life and the Reporting session of the Synodal Commissions. One day retreat
can be integrated into the programme of the HES.

The MCYM

Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission
for the Youth and the patron of the Malankara Catholic Youth Movement
(MCYM) brought to the attention of the HES that the participation of the
MCYM in the Kerala Catholic Youth Movement (KCYM) has become very
poor. He also pointed out that the active participation of the Eparchial MCYM
Directors in animating the youth is also very poor. They don’t take the office
as an essential part of their ministry.

Faith Formation

The HES congratulated Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos for his dynamic
leadership in building up the MCCL and for giving effective leadership to
faith formation in our Church.

It was suggested that an ecclesial level meeting of the Headmasters of
Sunday Schools would be good while the teachers should be given chances for
gathering and training at the eparchial level.

Many suggested that a basic text of SMCC catechism would be good. To
this suggestion Most Rev. Mar Barnabas pointed out that Rev. Fr. John
Berchmans OIC was preparing such a text for the ETRI and the same could be
used in Kerala too. All opined that Fr Berchmans could be motivated to
complete it.

Some Synod Fathers also enquired whether the SC for Catechism could
coordinate the Malankara Bible Orientation Course (MBOC) and the Bethany
Bible Studies (BBS) the summer vacation programmes for faith formation by
the Church and Bethany Ashram respectively. To this it was pointed out that
both use the same theme every year. However, the texts books are prepared
separately because BBS text books should be available in October every year
as Bethany Vedavinjanapeeth conducts vacation camps during the Deepali
holidays in North India.

Liturgy

The preparation of the lectionary came in for discussion and analysis. Many
voiced their opinion that in accordance with the liturgical seasons, the biblical
passages could be chosen, so that the same periscopes are not repeated every
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year and for different occasions. The reading shall be selected in such a way
that the whole Bible is used and read in a year. Similarly, only 13 Psalms are
used in our Liturgy; why can’t we use other Psalms too? The Synodal
Commission for Liturgy was asked to study the proposals. Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios was asked to assist the study.

Similarly the need to bring together the text for the liturgical services of
the pontifical and to print them together as an official text was discussed.

The need to reprint the Thakso and the Koodasakramam was also discussed.
Substitute for the Catholicos at the forthcoming Synod of Bishops in Rome.

His Beatitude the Catholicos told the HES that in case, he is not able to
attend the forthcoming Synod of Bishops in Rome, someone else can be sent
to represent the Catholicos and our Church at the Synod. Archbishop Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos was proposed and the Synod Fathers supported
the proposal.

The Synod also directed that the questions dealt with by the Synod shall
be discussed at all levels and the synopsis of the eparchial level discussions
shall be sent to Most Rev. Mar Julios who would collate them to be sent to
Rome.

Birth Centenary Celebrations of Mar Gregorios

His Beatitude introduced to the Synod the various programmes chalked
out for the Birth Centenary Celebrations of Archbishop Mar Gregorios.

In this context, the need of participation of all, especially the Bishops, in
the Feast of Commemoration of Mar Theophilos of venerable memory was
highlighted. All agreed to the reminder.

Amendments to the CPCSMCC

A few members of the HES were of the opinion that certain canons of the
CPCSMCC need revision and updating. So a committee comprising of Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios and Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Anthonios was asked to consult the Eparchial Bishops and form
a draft of the proposed amendments.

Report of the Suviseshasangham

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas presented the report of the
Suviseshasangham. He expressed satisfaction at the formation of the
Suviseshasangham at various levels and urged that at least a lay faithful from
each parish should be well formed to lead the parish-level Suviseshasangham.
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Matters Subsecreto
Next Synod

It was agreed that the next HES shall be convoked from 21* evening to
22" evening of September at Marygiri, Tiruvalla.

Conclusion

His Beatitude the Catholicos concluded the HES. He gave the valedictory
address highlighting the abundant grace the Lord is showering upon us. "Let
us thank God for the experience of the presence of Holy Spirit in our gathering
as the episcopal ministers in the Church. I have no doubt that this Holy Synod
in session which reflected prayerfully over the diverse realities of the ecclesial
life will boost our ecclesial life. We shall have the enthusiasm to increase the
divine grace which is experienced in the ecclesial communion." He also said
that the spread of the Suviseshasangham is a sign that we take the Word of
God seriously and live it. "Hence, it has pleased the Lord, to shower further
grace on our Church. Taking refuge in the intercession of our Fathers-in-faith,
we go ahead with the forthcoming Sabhasanghamam."

HB thanked every Bishop for his wholehearted participation in the Synod.
HB also thanked the office-bearers of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia and the
Catholicate Centre for their dedicated service to the Synod and to their respective
offices. Invoking the love of the Father, the grace of the only Son and the
communion of the Holy Spirit through intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God, His Beatitude declared the Seventeenth Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod closed.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(23 - 27 February 2015)

Decisions

The Seventeenth Holy Episcopal Synod convoked from 23-27 February 2015
decided:
1. To propose to the Holy See Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas
OIC and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC for the
canonical provision of offices of the Bishop of the proposed
Eparchy of St John Chrysostom Gudgaon-Delhi and the
proposed Exarchate of St Ephrem Kadkhi-Pune respectively.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE SEVENTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 23to 27 FEBRUARY 2015

Venerable brotheren,

We are at the conclusion of the Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church. Let us thank God for the experience of the presence of Holy
Spirit in our gathering as the episcopal ministers in the Church. I have no
doubt that this Holy Synod in session which reflected prayerfully over the
diverse realities of the ecclesial life will boost our ecclesial life. We shall have
the enthusiasm to increase the divine grace which is experienced in the ecclesial
communion.

As I have pointed out in the opening session, though we are a small
community we experience the divine interventions immensely in the everyday
ecclesial life. The Suviseshasangham, the fruit of the first SMCC Assembly is
a blessing to our Church. The spread of the Suviseshasangham is a sign that
we take the Word of God seriously and live it. Hence, it has pleased the Lord,
to shower further grace on our Church. Taking refuge in the intercession of our
Fathers-in-faith, we go ahead with the forthcoming Sabhasanghamam.

Venerable brotheren, I am grateful to you all for the whole hearted
participation in the Synod. I am also giving thanks to the office-bearers of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia and the Catholicate Centre for their dedicated
service to the functioning of the Holy Synod and to their respective offices.

Invoking the love of the Father, the grace of the only Son and the
communion of the Holy Spirit through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, I declare the Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod ended.

® Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Press Release

The Holy Episcopal Synod
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Trivandrum: The 17* Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church began at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum on 23
February 2015. In relation with the Synod, on 24 February, at 9 a.m., a meeting
of the Major Superiors of different Religious Congregations for men and
women of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, was conducted under the
leadership of His Beatitude, the Catholicos. The Synod will discuss matters
related to the By-Law of Synodal Commissions, Priest formation, Celebration
of the Centenary of Mar Gregorios, the activities of Synodal Commission for
Youth, etc. Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius,
Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC,
Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos were
attended the Synod, which is presided over by Major Archbishop Moran Mor
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos. The Synod will end on Friday, 27.

Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor

Fr Bovas Mathew Meloott
Media Coordinator
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Opening Message

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE EIGHTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 21 TO 22 SEPTEMBER 2015

Venerable brotheren,

With great pleasure I welcome you all to the Eighteenth Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod which we convene after the successful celebration of the 85™
Reunion Day Celebrations and the Sabha Sangamam. 1 congratulate the
Archbishop, Bishops, priests, religious and faithful of the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla for successfully hosting the programmes.

The various programmes arranged with simplicity, the Organ Donation
Drive, the dedication of the Smriti Mandapam, etc. testify that we could be a
Church with a difference, with a different apostolate. The celebrations marked
a new approach and style. As we understand, it is a divine providence that
Thirumoolapuram was the venue of the celebrations. It is a place where our
Fathers prayed intensely with tears. In this regard, the dedication of the Smriti
Mandapam (Baith ’Abo d 'Malankara) was apt and meaningful. I do
acknowledge the positive and sincere appreciation of our apostolate by Mr
Mathew T Thomas, the local MLA. It is a gesture of acceptance from the
leaders of the society. These words encourage us to continue earnestly our
ministry to the public amidst of all difficulties we face now and then.

By this positive experience, we now move to the Eparchy of Puttur for the
next Sabhasanghamam on the occasion of the 86™ Reunion Day Celebrations.
Though there are different limitations for the Eparchy to host such a grand
celebration of our Church, we move to celebrate our ecclesial communion
with the people of the eparchy with a positive hope that everything will turn
out for the greater glory of God and the good of our Church. I convey in
anticipation the prayers and best wishes of all to His Excellency Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios and the people of the Eparchy of Puttur.

I am happy to share with you some of the current events in the Church. On
this occasion, I inform you that Mr Jacob M. Abraham of the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla of our Church is invited by the Holy Father to represent the laity in
the Roman Synod on the “Family.” I invite your attention on the theme of the
Holy Year of Mercy declared in the Church by the Holy Father. We have to
chalk out various celebrations of this Extraordinary Jubilee Year to reveal the
divine mercy not only in the Church but also in common society.

67



18th Holy Episcopal Synod

It was a joy for us to receive the report sent by Rev. Fr. Stephen
Kulanthumkarott on the pastoral activities in Australia. Let us thank God for
making us bearers of Gospel amidst of the people in other continents especially
in Australia. Let us not lose our common enthusiasm and efforts to preach the
Gospel of salvation in and outside our nation. As we gathered as an Apostolic
Church in this Synod Hall let us pray and reflect on our missionary vocation.
We shall earnestly strive to spread the light of Gospel in India, as dreamed by
our Father Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios.

I pray for the blessings of the Holy Spirit and confide the HES to the
protection and intercession of Blessed Virgin Mary the Mother of God.

I declared the Eighteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod open.

& Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Eighteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(21 and 22 September 2015)

REPORT

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos convoked the
Eighteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church in Marygiri, the Archbishop’s House, Tiruvalla on 21 and 22 September
2015. The members of the HES gathered together after the Sabhasanghamam
hosted by the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla at Thirumoolapuram on the occasion
of the 85" Reunion Day Celebrations.

The HES started with a prayer. The members present at the Synod were:
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod),
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas
OIC, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios
and Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebios, the Exarch of USA, could not attend
the Synod due to his visa problems in the US. He was granted leave of absence.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla
is granted permanent leave of absence due to his old age health conditions.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, gave the opening address. He congratulated the Archbishop, the
clergy, religious and the faithful of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla for successfully
hosting the Sabhasanghamam on the occasion of the 85" Reunion Day
Celebrations. The various programmes arranged with simplicity, the Organ
Donation Drive, the dedication of the Smriti Mandapam, etc testify that we
could be a Church with a difference, with a different apostolate. The celebrations
marked a new approach and style. That Thirumoolapuram was the venue of
the celebration was also providential. It is a place where our Fathers prayed
intensely and with tears. His Beatitude appreciated the positive and sincere
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appreciation of our apostolate by Mr Mathew T. Thomas, the local MLA. The
dedication of the Smriti Mandapam (Baith’Abo d 'Malankara) was apt and
meaningful. His Beatitude the Catholicos said that encouraged by this positive
experience we now move to the Eparchy of Puttur for the next
Sabhasanghamam on the occasion of the 86" Reunion Day Celebrations.
Though there are different limitations for the Eparchy, we move to celebrate
our communion with a positive hope that everything will turn out for the greater
glory of God and the good of our Church. His Beatitude conveyed in anticipation
the prayers and best wishes of all to His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios and the people of the Eparchy of Puttur. In the inaugural
address, His Beatitude dealt with some of the current events in the Church. He
called on the attention of the Synod Fathers to the Roman Synod on the
“Family”. He also informed the HES that Mr Jacob M Abraham from our
Church, from the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, is invited to represent the Laity in
the Synod. His Beatitude further delved on the theme of the Holy Year of
Mercy declared in the Church by the Holy Father. His Beatitude concluded the
inaugural address invoking the Holy Spirit for his presence in the HES.
Confiding the HES-in-session to the protection and intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared the Synod open.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

His Beatitude the Catholicos, the President of the HES, presented the
following proposed agenda of the Synod:

Prayer

Inaugural Address by His Beatitude

Report of the Seventeenth Holy Episcopal Synod

Decisions of the Seventeenth Holy Episcopal Synod

Evaluation of the Common Programmes - July 15, Sept. 20, 2015;
Planning for the Year 2016

The Administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia — Appointing a
Chancellor

7. Report of the Pastoral Visit to Australia

8. Briefings from the Eparchies and Exarchates

9. Accounts of the Financial Year 2014-2015

10. Matters Subsecreto

11. Other Matters if any, With the Consent of the President

To this the Synod Fathers added the following topics:
1. Birth Centenary Celebrations of Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios

Nk W=

a

2. Seminary Formation
The agenda was approved.
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Report of the Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

The report of the Seventeenth Holy Episcopal Synod was read out. A few
inaccuracies and corrections were pointed out and corrected. His Beatitude
the Catholicos informed the HES the progress of the proposal to raise the
Exarchate of the US to an Eparchy. So also Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios
shared a few points on his study on the use of Psalms in our liturgy stressing
the need to use other psalms too; not only the 13 Psalms now used. Most Rev.
Joseph Mar Thomas proposed the report to be passed and Most Rev. Jacob
Mar Barnabas OIC supported the proposal. The Report was passed with
applause.

THE DELIBERATIONS

After the completion of the initial procedures, deliberations on the agenda
began.

Evaluation of the Common Programmes; Planning for the Year 2016.

In general, the members of the HES complimented the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla for hosting the Sabhasanghamam 2015 and felicitated them for the
simplicity of the celebrations. The espousal of the donation of human organs
was well appreciated by the public and served social awareness in this matter.

His Beatitude informed the HES that His Eminence Timothy Dolan of the
US will visit us on the occasion of the (next) 63" Feast of Commemoration of
the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios.

The Administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia — Appointing a
Chancellor

As Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the
Chancellor of our Church, is also appointed as the Exarch of St Ephrem Khadki-
Pune, there was the need of appointing a priest as the Chancellor. The proposal
was accepted. However, after a discussion of the matter, the matter was
prorogued for the consideration of the next Ordinary HES.

Report of the Pastoral Activities in Australia

Rev. Fr Stephen Kulathumkarott, the Priest-in-Charge of our Faithful in
Australia had sent a report of the activities of our Church in Australia with
new proposals. The report was placed before the HES for its knowledge and
study.

Briefings from the Eparchies and Exarchates

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, the Bishop of the Eparchy of Gurgaon-
Delhi and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, the Apostolic Exarch of the
Exarchate of St Ephrem Khadki-Pune briefed the HES, how the buildup of the
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Eparchy and the Exarchate respectively could be planned. The lack of sufficient
number of priests and the dearth of finances are to be overcome in due course.

Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos shared with the HES his views on
developing missions in Madurai and other adjoining places of the Eparchy of
Marthandom, the area that falls under the Exarchate of St Ephrem. The members
of the HES agreed to the proposal that such missionary activities can be
entrusted to the Eparchy of Marthandom while the area is situated canonically
in the Exarchate. For this the Apostolic Exarch of St Ephrem can delegate his
power to the Bishop of Marthandom.

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas introduced the problem of land and taxation
that he faces in the Eparchy of Bathery.

Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios shared his experience of participating in
the beatification of Bienheveux Flavian Michel MELKI, Bishop of Djazinet
Ibn-Qmar (Turkey) who lived from 1858 to 1915 and was martyred. The

decision of the Pope strengthens the persecuted Church of the region.

Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose shared the problem of membership in a
parish in his Eparchy.

One of the Bishops enquired whether a Deacon sent out from a seminary
can be readmitted in another seminary. The members opined that the answer
depends on the case concerned.

Accounts of the financial year 2014-2015

The account of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for the financial year ending
March 2015 was presented by Rev. Fr Varghese Angadiyil, the Finance Officer.
The account was accepted.

Matters Subsecreto:
1. Exarchate of the USA

It was informed that our request to include Canada too in the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Exarchate of the US which is requested to be raised as an
Eparchy is favourably considered by the Holy See and all concerned.

2. Matter Subsecreto
Other Matters if any, with the Consent of the President

1. Birth Centenary Celebrations of Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios

The programmes chalked out by the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum
for the Birth Centenary Celebrations of His Grace Benedict Mar Gregorios of
venerable memory was presented by His Beatitude the Catholicos. It was the
general understanding that the Church as a whole celebrates the Centenary

72



Report

joining the programmes organized by the Major Archieparchy. Other
commemorative celebrations can be organized in other places and Eparchies
in accordance with the circumstances.

2. Seminary formation
The need of finalizing the Charter of Formation was discussed.

3. Inauguration of the Year of Mercy

The HES discussed the celebration of the Holy Year of Mercy proclaimed
in the Church. Each Eparchy shall chalk out its programmes in accordance
with the guidelines given by the Holy Father and the Holy See.

4. Suviseshasangham

The report of the Suviseshasangham was presented. It was pointed out
that the Suviseshasangham plans to complete the visit of our families in all our
parishes within a time frame of two years. A fourth batch of the members of
the Suviseshasangham at the ecclesial level can be formed. The need of
formation of the Suviseshasangham at the parish level was stressed.

5. Tribunal of our Eparchies and Exarchies

The Synod urged all Eparchies and Exarchates to implement very earnestly
the new laws promulgated by the Holy Father in dealing with marriage nullity
cases.

Conclusion

HB the Catholicos concluded the HES. He gave the valedictory address
highlighting the abundant grace the Lord showered upon us during the
celebration of the Sabhasanghamam on the occasion of the 62" Reunion Day.
He urged his brethren in the Episcopate to go ahead strengthened by the power
received through the Sabhasanghamam. He thanked everyone for their
wholehearted participation in the Synod. He also thanked the office-bearers of
the Archiepiscopal Curia of Tiruvalla and the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for
their dedicated service to the Synod. Invoking God’s blessing through the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the
Church, His Beatitude declared the HES closed.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE EIGHTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 21 TO 22 SEPTEMBER 2015

We are entering to the conclusion of the Eighteenth Holy Synod. I thank our
Lord for His abundant grace showered upon the Sabhasangamam which was
held with 85" Reunion Day Celebrations.

My dear brother bishops,

As we conclude this Synod, I would like to remind you again that let us
march forward with spiritual and social revitalisation that we received in this
Sabhasanghamam. We have to consider that the conclusion of each celebration
18 not an occasion to rest, but a divine call to indwell with enthusiasm in the
ministry of the Church. Such celebrations should help us to build-up unity
among the faithful and to become a witnessing ecclesial community in the
common society. As we deliberated in this Synod, it is a need of the time to
have organized efforts in the missionary activities of the Church. Let us advance
as a missionary church by sharing our resources with other eparchies and
exarchates. We have to realise that the new canonical provisions are not only
for the smooth functioning of the ecclesial governance but also to make avail
the divine mercy to more people.

I thank each for your whole hearted participation in this Synod. I thank
God for the common blessings we receive through your episcopal ministry in
our Church. On behalf of the Synod Fathers, I thank the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla especially to His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos and Rev. Fathers, Sisters
and the assistants in the Archbishop’s House for making all the arrangements
for the smooth conduct of this Synod. I place on record the gratitude to the
members of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

I do pray that may the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother
God be on our Church.

Invoking God’s blessings on all of us, I declare the Eighteenth Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church closed.

* Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Report of the Study Group
to draw up the byelaws for the functioning

of the Synodal Commissions of the SMCC.

The sixteenth Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church that was in session
from 20 to 22 September 2014 asked Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most
Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos and Most Rev
Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC to study the draft of the byelaws of the Synodal
Commissions that was circulated to the members of the HES and other SCs
and to present it to the Seventeenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod to be
convoked from 23 to 27 February 2015. As the Coordinator of the SCs, Mar
Anthonios was expected to be the secretary of the group.

The study group met at the residence of Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos,
at Kattappana on 12-13 February 2015 and studied the draft. Most Rev. Vincent
Mar Paulos could not participate in the meeting due to ill-health on those days.
However, he had given his opinions and suggestions to the group and has gone
through the draft to be submitted to the group.

After studying the draft of the byelaws and the drafts submitted by certain
SCs for the respective commission, the group opined and decided that at present
it drafts the general bye-laws applicable to all - with the aims, objectives and
scope of activities of each SC.

The group found that the proposed general draft was good enough. Hence
it could be revised and finalized as a draft to be presented to the HES. Based
on this, each SC can elaborate its aims and objectives and formulate its
guidelines.

The study group also makes the following proposals:

1. There is no need of a separate SC for Publication. As the nature of
the apostolate dealt with by the SC is the same, it is better to have
a separate Desk of the SC. However, for good coordination, it is
better that the Chairman of the SC himself chair the Desk too.

2. Itis good to bifurcate the Synodal Commission for Social Activities
and Dalit Christians. It should at least have Desk within the SC.

3. Isita workable arrangement to have a SC for the Pastoral Care of
the Faithful outside India? Shall we not drop it?
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4.

5.

6.

7.

The scope and role and function of the Synodal Commission for
Seminary Formation have to be integrated with the role of the
Episcopal Commission for the Major Seminary.

There is need of a budgetary allocation for the SCs. To start with,
we propose an amount of Rs. Five Lakhs.

The SCs are permanent offices of the Curia unless they are
suppressed or dissolved. Hence reconstituting all SCs and each of
them at one time affects the role and function of these commissions
in the Church.

There should be a mechanism to ensure that the Chairman, the
Secretary, the Office Assistants and the Consultors are accountable
to the HES and the Church in the discharge of their duties. The tree
is judged by its fruits.

The secretary of the group redrafted the draft and report to the members for
their opinions before the finalization of the draft to be submitted to the HES.

" Thomas Mar Anthonios
Secretary of the group
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE EPARCHY
OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM,GURGAON

50-C, NITI MARG, CHANAKYAPURI
NEW DELHI - 110 021

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
IN INDIA

Under Embargo
until 26 March, 16.30 hrs

N. 7780/15

STATEMENT

His Holiness Pope Francis has established the new Eparchy of St John
Chrysostom of Gurgaon of the Syro-Malankaras and has appointed as its first
Eparchial Bishop His Lordship Jacob Mar Barnabas Aerath, OIC, until now
Titular Bishop of Bapara and Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-Malankara
faithful residing in India outside the territorium proprium.

This provision will be made public in Rome on Thursday 26 March
2015, at noon local time, corresponding to 16:30 hours, Indian Standard
Time.

Till then this news is to be maintained under embargo.

THE EPARCHY
of St. John Chrysostom of Gurgaon of the Syro-Malankaras

The Eparchy extends over the entire territory of North India, comprising 22 of
the 29 States of the Country. The southern border of the circumscription
includes the four central States: Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Orissa. Besides in these States, the faithful are diffusely present especially in
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and West Bengal.

The See of the Eparchy is Gurgaon, near Delhi, because the faithful are
mainly concentrated in Delhi metropolitan area, distributed in nine parishes.
In the region there are two Colleges and ten schools run by the Syro-
Malankara Church. 15 priests, eparchial and regular, and about 30 women
religious offer their service in the pastoral, educational and charity works.
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The first Eparchial Bishop will have his residence and chancery at Mar Ivanios
Bhavan, Neb Sarai, New Delhi, where the church of St. Mary is also situated
and which will serve as Cathedral.

E

His Lordship Jacob Mar Barnabas Aerath, OIC, Bishop of St. John Chrysostom
of Gurgaon of the Syro-Malankaras, was born at Karikulam in the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla on 7 December 1960. He joined the Order of the
Imitation of Christ and was ordained priest on 2 October 1986. He obtained a
Doctorate in Moral Theology at the Alfonsianum, Rome. Besides Malayalam,
he knows and speaks English, German, Italian and Hindi.

After the ordination he served as: Procurator of his Religious Institute; Vice-
Rector (In-charge of the pre-novices), Rector and Superior of the Major
Seminary of the Institute; Professor of Moral Theology in various Seminaries
in India; Provincial Superior (for two consecutive terms), and Master of
Novices of the Navajyothy Province, Alwaye.

On 7 February 2007, Pope Benedict XVI appointed him Apostolic Visitator
with Episcopal status for the Syro-Malankara faithful residing in India outside
the territorium proprium, and he was assigned the Titular See of Bapara. He
received the Episcopal Ordination on 10" March 2007.

New Delhi, 24 March 2015
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Erection of the new Eparchy of Saint John Chrysostom of

Gurgaon of the Syro-Malankara

Francis, Bishop, Servant of Servants of God, for Perpetual Memory

It was deemed proper to erect a new Eparchy for the spiritual welfare
and governance of the Syro-Malankara Christ’s faithful, living in the
northern parts of India. We, having been installed in the Chair of the
Prince of the Apostles, after having consulted our Venerable Brother
Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches and after having mature consideration on the matter, with our
supreme Apostolic Authority, erect the new Syro-Malankara Eparchy
of St. John Chrysostom of Gurgaon, with all the rights and obligations,
such as proper to the Eparchies, which comprises all the states of North
India, touching the far ends of the Country, besides the states of
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Orissa. We decree further
that this new Eparchy will have its seat in the city of Gurgaon. The
establishment and administration of the new Eparchy is to be done
according to the Norms of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches.
We however advise that these matters being properly carried out, and
the documents be forwarded to the Congregation for Oriental
Churches. We further declare that this Apostolic Constitution is ratified
and anything contrary to it, notwithstanding.

Given in Rome at St. Peter’s on Twenty sixth day of the month of
March, in the year of the Lord, 2015, third year of Our Pontificate.

Francis PP
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TRANSLATION OF PAPEL BULL NOMINATING THE BISHOP

Papal Bull Nominating Bishop for the New Eparchy

Francis, Bishop, Servant of Servants of God, to our Venerable Brother
Jacob Barnabas Aerath OIC, hitherto the Titular Bishop of Bapara and the
Apostolic Visitator of the Syro-Malankara Christ’s faithful extra
territorium proprium, now nominated Bishop of the new Eparchy of St.
John Chrysostom of Gurgaon for the Syro-Malankara Christ’s faithful,
Greetings and Apostolic Blessings!

When We erected the new Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom of Gurgaon
for the Syro-Malankara faithful through Our Apostolic Constitution, ‘Quo
Aptius Consuleretur’, We found in you, Venerable Brother, a proper
person with a deep sense of the Church and an expert in Moral Theology
to preside over the new Eparchy. Having heard the advice of Our
Venerable brother, Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches, We exercising Our supreme power, do hereby Dissolve the
bond existing between you and the Titular See of Bapara and Exonerate
you from the rights and duties of the Office of the Apostolic Visitator and
Nominate you to be the Bishop of the Eparchy of Saint John Chrysostom
of Gurgaon of the Malankara Catholics, with all the rights and duties,
according to the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches. We further
order that the content of this Apostolic Letter be made known to all the
Clergy and the People of the said Eparchy and exhort that the bond of
unity between you and them would be fostered day by day. Finally We
invoke the gifts of the Holy Spirit upon you, our Venerable Brother, that
you may watch over and help grow the faithful, entrusted to your pastoral
care in Evangelical and human virtues, and above all, in charity, the queen
of all virtues. May the Peace of Christ and the help of the Blessed Virgin
Mary be with you and with all Our dear ones in the new Eparchy.

Given in Rome at St. Peter’s on Twenty sixth day of the month of March,
in the year of the Lord, 2015, third year of Our Pontificate.

Francis PP
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE EXARCHATE OF STEPHREM,KHADKI

50-C, NITI MARG, CHANAKYAPURI

NEW DELHI - 110 021
APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
IN INDIA
Under Embargo
until 26 March, 16.30 hrs
N. 7780715

STATEMENT

His Holiness Pope Francis has established the new Exarchate of St.
Ephrem of Khadki of the Syro-Malankaras and has appointed as its first
Apostolic Exarch His Lordship Thomas Mar Anthonios Valiyavilayil, OIC,
until now Curia Bishop of the Syro-Malankara Major Archiepiscopal Curia,
who will keep the title of “ Titular Bishop of Igilgili”.

This provision will be made public in Rome on Thursday 26 March
2015, at noon local time, corresponding to 16:30 hours, Indian Standard
Time.

Till then this news is to be maintained under embargo.

THE EXARCHATE
of St. Ephrem of Khadki of the Syro-Malankaras

The Exarchate extends over the entire southern part of India where till now
there was no Syro-Malankara ecclesial circumscription, namely, the entire
States of Maharashtra, Goa, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, together with
parts of Karnataka and Tamilnadu. The mission of the Syro-Malankara
Church outside the proper territory began in 1955 with the foundation of
Bethany Ashram, in Poona, for the pastoral care of immigrants. Today the
Syro-Malankara presence in the region of the Exarchate consists of 27 parishes
or missions. There are 21 priests dedicated to the pastoral care, 13 convents of
women religious and about ten schools, including a College for higher studies.

The majority of the faithful is found near Mumbai and Poona, in the western
part of the State of Maharashtra. The first Exarch will have his residence and
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chancery in Khadki, Pune, in the complex which includes Si Mary’s
Malankara Catholic Church, which will serve as cathedral.

*k%k

His Lordship Thomas Mar Anthonios Valiyavilayil, OIC, Apostolic Exarch of
St. Ephrem of Khadki of the Syro-Malankaras, was born on 21 November 1955
at Adoor, in the Archieparchy of Trivandrum. He is a religious of the Order of
the Imiration of Christ, in which he took his first profession on 15 January 1974
and the final profession on 9 December 1980. He was ordained priest on 27
December 1980. Later he obtained a Doctorate in canon Law from the
Pontifical Oriental Institute. Besides English and Malayalam, he speaks
Italian, German, Hindi, Syriac and reads Greek and Latin.

After the ordination, he served as: Superior of various Religious Houses;
Director of the boarding school in Kottayam; Master of the Postulants;
Procurator; Chaplain and Parish Priest; Professor at St. Mary's Malankara
Major Seminary, Trivandrum and in other Major Seminaries; General
Councilor of his Institute and Postulator for the cause of beatification of the
Servant of God Mar Ivanios; Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of
the Syro-Malankara Church.

His Lordship Thomas Mar Anthonios was elected Curia Bishop on 25
January 2010 and was assigned the Titular See of Igilgili. He received the
Episcopal Ordination on 13" March 2010.

New Delhi, 25 March 2015
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TRANSLATION OF PAPEL BULL NOMINATING THE BISHOP

Francis, Bishop, the Servants of God,
Best Wishes and Apostolic Blessings

To venerable brother Thomas Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, titular bishop of Igilgili
and so far the Chancellor of the Curia of the Syro-Malankara Archiepiscopal
Church, and now elected as the Apostolic Exarch of the Exarchate of St Ephrem
in Khadki of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

By all means be solicitous in the necessities of the Christian faithful with joyful
heart. Since on the same day through our Apostolic Constitution which I am
following, We constitute a new Apostolic Exarch of St. Ephrem in Khadki of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, together with that We consider you the
designated worthy person, venerable brother who seems to me as with good
qualities and intelligence to take up this serious office.

So having heard the advice of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, We
by Our Apostolic power, by this letter, appoint you, who until now hold the
office of the Syro-Malankara Major Archiepiscopal Curia and nominate and
appoint youas the Apostolic Exarch of the Exarchate of Saint Ephrem in Khadki
of Syro-Malankara Catholic Church according to the norms of the Canon Law.

The faithful of the community of Saint Ephrem of Khadki must be informed
of your nomination so that they may know whom they must follow as the
Father and Master.Moreover, loving Son, you must not forget to study about
the sheepwhich is to be tended in the testimony of the choice as the Lord has
said “if you love me, feed my sheep” (Jn 21:17). And you may respond willingly.

Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the twenty-sixth day of the month of
March in the year 2015, in the third year of Our Pontificate.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
Of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi,

Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot.No.PL 1/2015

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios Birth Centenary

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Priests, Deacons,
Religious and the beloved Faithful in Christ!

Preface

We step into the Birth Centenary year of Archbishop Benedict Mar
Gregorios of blessed memory, the second Archbishop of Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church and the Head of Trivandrum Archdiocese. Twenty years have
been completed since he left this world. Yet His Grace Mar Gregorios still
lives in the hearts of millions. The blessed life that enlightened the 20™ century!
It is now clear that he lived and taught anticipating the coming century. How
relevant are now the farsighted messages he had given! His Grace who led the
church in an elevated manner for more than four decades presented the church
in a glorious way in front of the common society including people of all castes
and religion. The society endowed him with the most honorable, moral
leadership. By celebrating the Birth centenary, the entire Church gratefully
remembers him and thank God and at the same time what we can do is to live
in this time the visions and approaches that His Grace had gifted to us.

Childhood and education

His Grace Benedict Mar Gregorios was born on 1-2-1916, at Kallooppara,
Kadamankulam, as the son of Thangalathil Idicula and Annamma. He was
called by the pet name Kunjukutty. He was baptized with the name Varghese.
When he was six months old, he was brought to Parumala Church and offered
to God. He completed his education at Puthusserry and Eraviperoor. Most
Rev. Philipose Mar Chrysotom, the great Metropolitan of Marthoma Church
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and swami Jaithrananda the former head of Tiruvalla Ramakrishna Ashram
were his School mates. Both in studies and conduct he was in the front row.
He passed School final in 1932.

Bethany, Training for Priesthood, Ordination

After passing school final, Varghese who was employed in an insurance
office at Kottayam, with the aim of becoming a religious priest resigned the
job in 1933 and joined the Bethany Ashram. On 15" August 1935, he took his
first profession as a religious with the name Benedict which means the blessed
one. In 1938 he was sent to Kandy Papal Seminary in Sri Lanka for the seminary
studies. The philosophy and Theology studies in Kandy Papal Seminary and
the training with the teachers, priests and classmates from different parts of
the world brightened the personality of Benedict. On 24- 8- 1944, he was
ordained as priest at Kandy.

Higher Studies

On his return from Ceylon Rev. Fr. Benedict was appointed Master to
train the aspirants at Nalanchira Bethany Ashram. At that time itself he was
given the responsibilities as the professor of St. Aloysius petit seminary and
Assistant Vicar of Palayam Church. Riding on a bicycle the young priest reached
everywhere and discharged his duties with a dedicated mind. According to the
interest of Mar Ivanios, the servant of God, Fr. Benedict was sent to St. Joseph’s
College Trichy for higher studies. From there, with first rank he took post
graduation in Economics. His studies in St. Joseph’s College widened his
outlook.

Principal, Mar Ivanios College

His Grace Mar Ivanios, the Servant of God appointed Fr. Benedict the
first Principal of Mar Ivanios College established by His Grace with the intention
to build up the college according to his dream. Fr. Benedict did everything
needed to find out eminent scholars as lecturers and professors and to attract
efficient students. In the hostel started along with the college, Fr. Benedict
tried to create a family atmosphere following the Gurukula system prevailed
in India. Under the administration of Fr. Benedict, Mar Ivanios College became
a very famous college attracting the attention of all.

Parish and missionary activities

Fr. Benedict continued in the position of the principal for two years and
afterwards in accordance with the instruction of Archbishop Mar Ivanios he
entrusted the position of the principal to Rev.Fr. Nangachiveettil who took
doctorate and returned from America and he assumed the charge of Vice-
principal. During this period itself he served as the Spiritual Director of the
Novices at Bethany Ashram Nalanchira. Along with it he conducted services
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in different Missions of Nedumangadu area. On Saturdays and Sundays he
found out time for teaching Catechism and for pastoral visits in each and every
house in the mission area. He was keen in the social development of those
people in the mission area.
Auxiliary Bishop

The Servant of God Mar Ivanios who out of nothingness built the edifice
of Malankara Syrian Church paving the path to Re-Union Movement giving
all his attention and dedication became aware of the fast approaching end of
his sojourn in this world. As he was far sighted, he found his successor in
Fr Benedict and trained him to be capable for that. Accordingly The Servant
of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios ordained Rev. Fr. Benedict Remban on 27-12-
1952. On 29-1-1953, he was ordained Auxiliary Bishop by His Grace Mar
Ivanios as the main celebrant assisted by Bishop Mar Severios and Bishop
Thomas Tharayil. The Auxiliary Bishop received the name Gregorios which
means ‘“The awakened one”. With his motto, “love is my light” he started his
historical service as bishop.

Leader of the Church- Ruler of the Archdiocese

The Metropolitan Archbishop Mar Ivanios passed away, on 15-7- ’53. In
1955 His Holiness Pius the XII, appointed Benedict Mar Gregorios, the head
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church and the Archbishop of Trivandrum
Archdiocese.

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, especially the Trivandrum
Archdiocese had limitations in several aspects although it had got over the
childhood. The new Archbishop had to give his attention to so many things
such as giving care and protection to the priests who reunited from the Jacobite
and Orthodox Churches and their families, starting new missions, constructing
new church buildings for the existing mission stations and raising them as
parishes, providing conveniences for the priests to stay etc. He started many
enterprises both in the educational field and other service regions. He completed
the construction of St. Mary’s Metropolitan Cathedral and the Archbishop’s
House. To strengthen in catholic faith the newcomers from different religions,
he implemented and executed several schemes. He regularized the system of
catechetical teaching and ways and means of missionary activities among the
youth and laity. He made arrangements to extend the pastoral ministry of the
priests who completed training in the catholic seminary observing the essential
entity of Malankara Catholic Rite. Thus he took a keen interest to form a culture
in Malankara Catholic Church. It is the historical memorable event that under
his leadership, a Malankara Major seminary began to function imparting training
to new priests to maintain the serenity of traditional culture of Oriental
Malankara hierarchy.
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In conformity with the dreams and visions of Mar Ivanios who advocated
Evangelization of entire India, Mar Gregorios welcomed and encouraged the
new comers who joined Malankara Catholic Church from other castes. The
erection of the Eparchy of Marthandom is the outcome of the encouragement
that he had given for the pastoral ministry in southern region and his enthusiasm
to promote vocations from that region. It is worthwhile to note that Fr. Lawrence
Thottam (His Excellency Most Rev. Lawrence Mar Ephrem) was the first one
to get priestly ordination from Mar Gregorios. Even before obtaining the
Archiepiscopal status to the Malankara Catholic Church, His Grace paid special
attention to arrange all ways and means to work with internal governing freedom
given to the individual Churches by the 2 Vatican Council. In 1932, while the
hierarchy was established, the territory Jurisdiction of the Malankara Church
was limited to Kerala on the south of Bharathappuzha. But in 1958, Mar
Gregorios could get the sanction to widen the jurisdiction all over Kerala and
some districts in Karnataka and Tamilnadu. This caused a considerable growth
for the Malankara Catholic church.

In 1977 Mar Gregorios wholeheartedly received His Excellency Most Rev.
Paulos Mar Philoxinose, the Metropolitan of Thozhiyoor Church, who after
earnest and long prayers and meditation decided to be re-united with the
Catholic Church. It is an important event in the Malankara Church History.

With the interest to develop pastoral ministry effectively and strengthen
re-union movements vividly in the Malabar region, in 1978 he obtained orders
from the Holy See to establish the Eparchy of Bathery bifurcating the Eparchy
of Tiruvalla and extolling Cyril Mar Baselios as the first Bishop.

It was a unique privilege of Mar Gregorios to ordain five Bishops- Zacharias
Mar Athanasios, Isaac Mar Yoohanon, Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Cyril Mar
Baselios Catholicos and Lawrence Mar Ephrem. We, the members of the church
can be happy that the mission started in 1984 appointing a coordinator under
the auspicious leadership of His Grace Mar Gregorios for the ecclesiastical
community of the Malankara faithful in North America has now grown as an
Exarchate.

In every town in India His Grace Mar Gregorios started erecting churches
and other conveniences for the Malankara faithful for liturgical worship and
tried to avail the services of the priests.

Golden Jubilee of the Re-union Movement (1980)

His Grace Mar Gregorios gave leadership for the Golden Jubilee
Celebration of the Re-union movement held at Kottayam in 1980. His Eminence
Wiladyslaw Cardinal Rubin, the then Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches was the Papal Delegate. Other eminent participants were His
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Beatitude Maximos Hakim V, the Patriarch of Antioch and all the East of
Alexandria and Jerusalem, His Grace Most Rev. Luciano Storero, the then
Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to India and Bl. Mother Teresa of Calcutta.

Second Vatican Council (1961-65)

As head of Malankara Catholic Church, Mar Gregorios was a permanent
member in 2™ Vatican council. He took part actively in all the sittings of the
Council during the years 1961- 65. He participated in all the Councils that
dealt with different subjects and held in continuation to that. From 1985 onwards
His Grace had been a permanent member of the Bishop’s Synod in Rome.

C.B.C.I and K.C.B.C. President

In the capacity as the President of K.C.B.C and C.B.C.I, Mar Gregorios
played vital role to strengthen the Global Church in region wise. His Grace
paid special attention to maintain cordial relationship with the non-catholic
brethren imbibing the spirit and essence of the 2™ Vatican council. His Grace
gave a great leadership to the activities of P.O.C Cochin from its beginning
itself. His Grace was the first Chairman of the Social wing of K.C.B.C.

Ecumenical Contributions

The valuable services rendered by Most Rev. Mar Gregorios are worth
remembering. The importance he gave for the observance of ecumenical prayer
week to maintain unity among churches is one of them. The initiatives he had
taken to conduct celebrations along with the co-operation of the heads of all
churches were witnesses for Christian fellowship. No one can forget the vital
role His Grace Mar Gregorios played to wipe away the dark cloud of
misunderstanding in connection with the problem of Nilackal church and to
create an atmosphere of mutual understanding and friendship. The Ecumenical
centre at Nilackal remains to be a great proof of his practical wisdom,
ecumenical approach, tactics and outstanding broadmindedness. He set a noble
example of ecumenism, founding united Christian Movement (U.C.M) in
Trivandrum. Even after five and a half decades, this Movement started with
the United Christmas Celebration still moves forward with many meaningful
programs for the unity of the Christian churches.

The way of the cross being conducted on every Good Friday at Palayam,
Trivandrum by all the parishes together is a blessed service that attracts Public
attention. This journey of passion starts from St. Mary’s Cathedral Palayam
and going around the main part of the city ends in the Cathedral itself. It was
His Grace Mar Gregorios who took the initiative to organize this way of the
Cross. Till his death every year he attended it and gave touching messages on
the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Contributions for Religious Harmony

The contributions of Mar Gregorios for maintaining religious harmony
among the people of Kerala is matchless. How many timely interferences of
His Grace gave healing touch to mitigate the tensions arose from communal
strife! Whenever a communal revolt took place, both the Government and the
public looked at Archbishop Mar Gregorios for the remedial measures. What
was beyond the capacity of the police force and political leadership was within
the reach of this saffron clad monk of God, Mar Gregorios. The public realized
and approved his sanctity, innocence and overflowing selfless love. That was
why keeping away the police force he could reach Vizhinjam and poovar, the
tension filled areas with the message of peace. In the turbulent atmosphere,
while Chala Bazaar was burning in fire, Mar Gregorios brought the heads of
all religions and social and culture leaders together in an array of prayer and
conducted a procession of peace on foot for days along the highways and byways
using peaceful slogans; Peace, calmness and mutual understanding were re-
established. The saintly presence of Mar Gregorios was an answer for every
problem.

The activities of Archbishop Mar Gregorios were not limited within the
Catholic Church and Christian Community. His approach towards the other
religions was noteworthy. He worked keeping in mind the teaching of the 2™
Vatican Council that the light of truth that enlightens the whole humanity is
reflected in all religions. His Grace always utilized the opportunities to get
into the non-christian communities and share the love of God to them.

The Public accepted His Grace as the father of Trivandrum. Because of
that itself he got the love and respect of all sects. Without any difference his
presence was a must for every meeting. His Grace had played the main role in
sustaining the uniqueness of the culture, spiritual richness and community
awareness in Trivandrum.

Papal Visit

His Holiness Paul V1, the successor St. Peter visited India in December
1964 in connection with the Eucharistic Congress held in Bombay. As the
head of the Malankara Catholic church, Mar Gregorios served actively in the
reception of His Holiness in Bombay. It was for the first time that a Pope
visited India. On that occasion some of our priests got ordained in the presence
of the Pope.

In 1986 His Holiness Pope John Paul I visited Kerala. The Syro-Malankara
church was fortunate to welcome His Holiness at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom.
As the Head of the church, His Holiness was accorded a cordial reception by
the church under the leadership of Mar Gregorios. It was for the first time in
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the history of our church that the Supreme Pontiff came to our Cathedral,
prayed in the sanctuary and delivered his apostolic sermon.

It was a unique privilege for Mar Gregorios to take this responsibility of
receiving and welcoming the successor of St. Peter. Under the leadership of
Mar Gregorios, the Public of Trivandrum arranged a huge gathering at
Shankumukhom to welcome the Pope.

An Archbishop who saw dreams about the Development of the country

An all embracing development of the country was the dream and vision of
Mar Gregorios. Improvement of village and financial security of common man
always haunted Mar Gregorios. Along with the schemes to fight against hunger,
he searched for the means to develop the country. For that he designed certain
projects. It was with this aim in view that in 1955, he established the Malankara
Social Service Society. The benefits the Malankara Social Service Society
yielded for the last 50 years to the country are indescribable.

Mar Gregorios loved the nature; he was a lover of trees. He considered it
as a virtue to cultivate and grow trees. He formed the society “Friends of Trees”
and fostered it to grow as a movement. He realized the fact that the protection
of nature is essential for the very existence of man as well as for the growth of
nations.

He contributed his valuable gifts in the field of agriculture too. Whenever
he was on foreign tour, he was keen to learn about the manner of cultivation
there and bringing the seeds and plants from there he tried to experiment them
in our country also. He used to show his places of cultivation to the people
who came to the Archbishop’s House and used to explain the necessity of
developing agriculture for the growth of the country.

The influence and encouragement of Mar Gregorios was there behind the
then Minister M. N. Govindan Nair in implementing the project of one lakh
law cost houses. His Grace firmly believed that huge palatial house was a sin
tempting the common man to fall in liability. He could impart a sense of
awareness that small residence at low cost is the necessity of the time.

He desired ardently for a generation that is healthy. He advised all to regulate
the food system and instructed the need of exercise. He encouraged Yoga. He
strongly supported to found the Nature Cure Centre. He was interested in taking
care for the sick. He was a pioneer soldier to wage war against leprosy that
everyone was afraid of. It was like that the leprosy Hospital and the rehabilitation
centre attached to it was established at Pirappancode. Another centre to
rehabilitate the T.B. patients was also founded at Pulayanarcotta.
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His Contributions in the Field of Education

The contribution of Mar Gregorios in the field of education is valuable. In
most of his orations he emphasized the importance of education. He repeatedly
reminded that education is the basis for developments. To impart better
education to all, he tried his level best. As his slogan itself was “Sarvodaya”,
he started Sarvodaya School under Central Government syllabus at Nalamchira
near Mar Ivanios College. It was with the farsightedness to make Mar Ivanios
College Campus a Vidya Nagar that Archbishop Mar Gregorios did it so. As
the first principal of Mar Ivanios College, he thoughtfully and with farsighted
outlook took speedy steps to establish Mar Theophilos Training College, St.
John’s Model School, Jayamatha Institute of Technology, Malankara Major
Seminary for Philosophy and Theology Courses and ladies’ hostel and thereby
he converted the campus into a real Vidya Nagar.

The bold decision His Grace had taken to start St. John’s College which
became the basis of development of Anchal which was an underdeveloped
area was a clear evidence of his educational vision. St. John’s C.B.S.E school,
Mar Baselios M.C.A. College and St. Joseph’s Nursing College were
established as its natural continuation. St. Joseph’s Hospital known as the
Mission Hospital is the gift of Mar Gregorios to Anchel. It was Archbishop
Mar Gregorios who donated to the D.M. Sisters the whole property to build
the Mission Hospital. Under the supervision of the D.M sisters, the hospital
does remarkable service to the sick.

It is to be specially remembered about the establishments of the school
and college at Padi in Madras for the development of that area. By his
encouragement, several schools from Nursery classes to High schools were
established along with various parish churches. The educational vision and
views, the exhortations and the institutions established by Mar Gregorios were
the main factors that helped the Malankara Syrian Catholic community to grow
as an educated society and to prosper socially and economically.

The Spirituality of Mar Gregorios

The source of the glory and nobility embodied in the person of Mar
Gregorios was his deep spirituality; A Eucharistic oriented spirituality. He spent
considerable time for preparation before offering Holy mass. After Offering
Holy mass he spent hours in silent talk with the Lord in the Tabernacle. He
administered the sacraments with great devotion and dedication. His fervent
devotion to Mother Mary also strengthened his spiritual life.

It was this deep spirituality that gave the energy and direction to his active
life. This spirituality reached him to all the fields where he could serve the
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humanity. With his motto, “Love is my Light” he offered his very being as a
loving offering. The earth, the tree, the plants and leaves, the stars and all
living beings became the subjects of his studies and meditation. This great
ascetic travelled through all the ways opened to him with his lighted lamp of
love.

Words of Vision

The reply to the felicitation gathering on the occasion of his consecration
as Bishop on 29 January 1953, was really the preface of his remaining life.
The proclamation of the thirty six year old high priest! He announced to the
world, “From today onwards your grief will be my own grief and your need
will be my own need and your happiness will be my own happiness.... To end
the factions occurred in the Church before 300 years, I will employ all my
powers ....As man is composed of body and soul, the progress of the soul
depends on the potentialities of body. Itis inevitable to have a spiritual motive
for all actions.

The Church cannot close its eyes on financial matters also. I love poor
people. I was a poor man. I have tasted the difficulties of starvation. I do affirm
that I will spend the rest of my life to lift the standard of living of the poor.”
His life was motivated with this ideal. Hence his life style was a challenge for
the cotemporaries and successors.

Centenary Celebration programme

I wish that the centenary celebrations of His Grace Mar Gregorios of happy
memory (from 1-2-2015 to 1-2-2016) will be helpful for the realization of his
visions. Accordingly, prominence has to be given to certain regions. His visions
and lifestyle are to be subjected for serious study. And this vision must be
reached to the common people. All the celebrations in this connection should
be an impact of His personality to be known to the entire world. The programs
for centenary celebrations are designed accordingly. To materialize this aim
various committees are formed with the head of the church as main patron and
all the bishops as the patrons and the Vicar Generals of all dioceses and
Exarchates and the Chief Coordinator of the ETRI as chair persons. Prayer
and whole hearted cooperation are expected from each and every one.

I wish to establish a charitable organization to install the memory of His
Grace Mar Gregorios and to feel his merciful presence. Cancer is detrimental
to body and mind and it causes financial destruction. Due to various reasons
this disease is increasing day by day. In order to give proper attention and
tender care to the victims of this disease, I have decided to start a “Cancer
Care Home”. This centre will be an appropriate monument for Mar Gregorios,
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who had great concern and love for the downtrodden and tried to uplift them
in all possible ways until his death.

Hundred discourses and lectures will be arranged to throw light on the
vision and lifestyle of Mar Gregorios. These lectures will be held in different
parts of the world highlighting his visions and presenting the nobility of the
glorious personality of Mar Gregorios. His lofty ideals and dreams, yet unknown
to the world will be manifested through these eloquent lecturers. All will get
the awareness that many of the problems confront with modern generation can
be easily solved by the lessons that the life of Mar Gregorios gives.

There was place in the heart of His Grace Mar Gregorios for nature, earth
and trees. He who worked aiming the ultimate welfare of man could not forget
them. As a part of the response awakened in us by our real respect for him, we
take the decision that even an inch of land will not be left barren. We have
launched a Mar Gregorios Green Revolution to promote the growth of earth
and trees cultivating every inch of land with plants and trees. It is possible if
our parishes and institutions have the will to do it; 1 Lakh trees must be planted.

India lives in her villages. The development of villages was a great dream
of Mar Gregorios. We choose a village as a model to cope with the dreams of
His Grace. The aim of the Benedict Mar Gregorios Village Extension Program
is to convert the chosen village into a model village in conformity with his
vision. By this project we aim to make this village a model by implementing
our plans such as houses built on low cost, cultivation, preservation of nature,
education, cleanliness, security of family life, health care etc.

Mar Gregorios memorial award will be presented in this centenary year
finding out the most deserving person. The award will be given to the person
who has assimilated the vision and outlook of Mar Gregorios whose prerogative
was to support the weak. Mar Gregorios Scholarship Award will be awarded
for three years to students who take the vision and outlook of Mar Gregorios
for their Ph D research work in the university level.

Throughout this centenary year, free meals will be supplied to different
hospitals under the auspices of the ecclesiastical districts of Trivandrum Major
Archdiocese. This humanitarian action will be a heartfelt homage to Mar
Gregorios who always fought to eradicate starvation. Financial help will be
given for the marriage of 100 girls who are financially backward.

Mar Gregorios had very strong cordial relations with all religions. This
relationship had given very pleasant fruits to the society at the time of struggle
and strife. He was present in all ecumenical meetings as well as religious
conferences. He took initiative and leadership for such meetings. So in this
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centenary year, ecumenical gathering and the conference of the whole religions
will be conducted. Ecumenical meeting will be held in the native place of His
Grace and the conference of all religions will be conducted in Trivandrum.

In anti- liquor movement Mar Gregorios had given very lively leadership.
He took strong stand against it. We have determined to go ahead with different
projects for creating awareness regarding the evils of liquor. This scheme
envisages all possible means to detect the liquor addict persons and bringing
them for counseling and teaching. Immediate action is required to relieve those
who are under the influence of liquor in our families.

As a part of this Centenary celebration some schemes are formulated
to be executed.
1. Centenary memorial Sermons in 100 centres; (one or two in each
eparchy)

2. Benedict Mar Gregorios Centenary memorial Cancer Care Home at
Pirappancode Medical Village.

3. Benedict Mar Gregorios Green Revolution Project- centered on parishes
and institutions. (Obligation of all eparchies)

Benedict Mar Gregorios Village Development Program
Centenary memorial Award
Conference of all religions.

N0k

Distribution of a meal every day in the hospital under the leadership of
each ecclesiastical district. (It must be arranged wherever possible.)

8. Ecumenical Conferences

9. Anti-liquor awareness programs

10. Religious and Priests conferences

11. Centenary Memorial Souvenir

12. Benedict Mar Gregorios’ Scholarship. (For research work)

13. Financial help for 100 girls for their marriage. (All eparchies shall
select without any discrimination of caste and religion)
Centenary year will be inaugurated on 1-2-2015, offering Holy Mass

and service of departed priest in all churches, institutions, ashrams and convents.

At9 a.m. on 17- 2-2015 there will be the service for the departed priest at
His Grace’s tomb at St. Mary’s Cathedral. Then at 10 a.m. in the meeting that
will be held at St Mary‘s School Auditorium, Mr. Oomman Chandy, the
Honorable chief Minister will officially inaugurate the Centenary celebrations.
In that meeting besides the Metropolitans, the dignitaries and leaders from
different sections of our society will be present. I cordially remind our priests,
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religious, secretaries and members of the Pastoral councils of all dioceses and
the diocesan office bearers of different religious associations (MCYM, MCA,
Fathers’ Association, Mothers’ wing etc) to participate in the meeting.

The inauguration meeting of 17" is arranged only as an official beginning

of the Centenary celebrations. The date and place of the other meetings will be
communicated in due time through the ecclesiastical publications.

I hereby inform that a large gathering embracing all sections of the society
and more church representatives will be arranged later. The details of the
meeting and the action program will be intimated later.

Let us thank the almighty God for the many blessings and graces the church
received through His Grace Mar Gregorios of glorious memory. Again let us
plead for the intercession and blessings of Mar Gregorios.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of our God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our Father
and Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints! Amen.

Your humble servant in God,

Sd/

¥ Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Catholicate Centre
30-1-2015

Our Father in Heaven...

NB: Read this pastoral letter on the forthcoming Sunday during the Holy Qurbono
in all our parishes, mission centres and centres of worship and must be published in
all our publications / Media.
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2eIB:0 MVOIVIM] &EOMILIHEnNI TVRW)AS
cn2d @Adajmilata] -5HICmILNCHHIN
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M22eS BRWIHI0OMIMBH1FIeNs8s ca03a|3H98H6)0
630@0g)a{lNIEH600j0008H6)0 OMIDMOBHN)0 AISHHIBHE)0
£UORR0POEMAITIM)0 MMITI®ALe)0 allvanmile:canidsane an$al

Prot. No. CPL 2/2015

VIWoE)AMYo MABYWBMM)o @RYALIMAILIEMAIM)0
VORIUWOMIG MAGMIMBIAUMMNIV (®1CWE: HNZAUMDIM) A@®I.

Alla®o: @IOMo MIPIAUMo AVERI(AIUBOMMEBUWBA9)B3 @PWIHI0AIY0
@RI ALIH:O AV}0TRIMT HeomIelandave asd ®10)
MloaNdaVMo ALORICYMIGHIW® MVosnITWla].

@REIAUMY allMOSHMOGD, QUIMBY @@o&o@«ﬁ@@oogooe@, OMIDMBAOGO, NIa0).
00UEHE0, HUDERIWDMIEO, TVMIMIMEO, HAOMOANE (all® allvdlomile:cs!

oBaIds9)0 9B @10}MISIOM RoNBEBEBBo @OMY(NaOEBBG 0!

2015 20@2] 26, QlalMla ) @loymMoglond alegamoud, 2eIs:0 MVEIICIEOMIG3
maIBemeilall&:Slad a9y ®1e218canmE 26Q00) BlMo. MV}AlEUaUBDD Yo
M1BAROlE) M@ BOOMAITVB:EI0 DRIB:O TVIGIWIM] & EOMILNBHITVRW 6
@RWIHO0Al0 @RAIGRI0Ae ¢0ddlpel @) MSloaddTVMo &@3afla)) MGV
®alomav)Elmo! @EMAEIAITVe GIlo)MEWINS @ERINIM)o all®IaNMW alGlud)ED
afl®oql (an0MaVINS 20@aldajo @e18H0 TVIGIWOMI &eomoLilendsn)calemnE]
M)W oal (W@Bad]) HIVAY GEROEM (H1EIVOAVO )TN BO) @IV B(BOATVMo
MN0aflEe) )0 @REIAIMY cREeMI 108 nIdeMENIOT @0)Camlo® @PRGIHMG
(aILD2 HA(@OMIV] MIWANEH)BHW0 H2IT®). @RC® FlAUMVOMOHAN BHSHH (ah)OM
@@8) HTVAG" af)ElaNo af)M a@IW af)BHTVOBEHOY TN [lEN)EW)o @REIAIMY
C®OAM 203 @REIMIMICVOM W0)C2MIHW «mmﬂa(@ (aIlN? HR@IMOV] MW
dl69) 5o H2IT®). @03 MDANMICWINY )M Galdlo@ (1N1He)EUV]e)Bs
alB@oem ail. G206 (S1ETVOARo )Mo MEMOS alemailmoailond muidylw
2ELIALNOMG GaldlEd CORVY @AITLOIMO B0) B(BOTVMo MDYBE
e18y20WB1EHNM) o) IMN@)o MHMA oBHO TVEMMOaHlaflee)an). HaVAg  ¢2R06N
(H1eIVOqYo B(BOTVMo MAVIWOS 29 MVOMLNIMEBBSEIGE3 22 MVOTVLNIMEBBSB)0
DUWBOSHIBH)IM QAISCHH DAV 2)PIAUM QAIYOa 2 BHISHH)IN@IEM. HAVAF GEROEND
(B1ETLOTY0 BBOTVMOHIOG Mlon0daVMo AW@EaSIDBE VA TnICmBS NN
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@R V10len)o. BBITVMEOA(@INM OIAAVAN GHIOL0LIVA0 WBBa0lWIws
OMMITOH0VIG3 MOI®] §21Q)aN 203 MDAOMICVWIM BAIM @RYWIGBNIIM
@o6m. gailes muloileakgan &avag caalr 66EAEIDe GRYVIBIEe)0 MiloanoTvHMm
09BAAIW. (HOMIWG3 HHBAINLIWO).

SHWS] HAVAG af)Glano af)HTVOBEHNT HOECHD MAVIWIG Da0d0H(S,
GUOQI, @RYMWI(AIGBUT, HDMENEHOM TVoMLNIMEBBSB)0 MAISMOS, HB6MISHE: ag)aM’
MLoMNOMEBSlHLl ROBTMIMWo, al)MA BBOTVMEBS)NS GRGIACMIHE)
AOOMBS (AICBUDEEBSJ0 DURIS)N). aOM MWVOOWIGE BWE;1VIE3 mudlo
921Q)aN HAVM CAOTIS DLIEHO HEOMILNGHI HOBAILIWL TVE)2|WAEN) oG]
)& TVIREHHFIHM @YTVLOOM BOOYOLIVWAI0 GO I(WENo.

mgnﬁ@@omwowmmﬂm@ ©@eImO® ail. ale@oMlond ailadwoaal coodleel
al@). (an0MBaVIa 2080]00|WIS)o @I0}aMVI0n0ITVMEOMISINBS DLIH:O
M)010oMl &eOMILNENOMEW)NS TVERIGISOVAW)o ACWO®IAN0
MVAOH6MAIN0 a0iBRONAIW BIMEEMDW)o BROIWIBNaM).

IOV ITVEHSB)OS HIEMOM 177 (ald000, B(B0TVMo (af)alodHsi) af)M©)
9eEld: V2 OOMIOM MVaOBHOMEOMIONS @RRAIDLINWAEN0 MSCOMENS
@MV HA@IOM BOEEIIGlENIN HOBAIRMBINALC GRGINMY DSWEMIS)
Gal@am) WIaM)eE:06mE, MVaillcraHOmIENHsW)o Ail. H)BNIOMB]LNHSW)o aldl
0)eLOEMOANGE BN 2f)B2lB8HOO|S)o, aBHANo Afluo)RLAo GHOC®ORIlE:0l)0
90ROV (HINV@)Ailead Ve VNIEGNOWIGE TVATlasl®@OA]EW)o
(UBENHME®20AHW)o H2IQIAN B0) (aloedusla-avewosmy (Particular
Church). aflel (a16® Y6 M0a0210LEBSOGE B(BOMMAIV] MNJAlENeSOTTH®)o,
@210 M (@aIEAOEWI BEQO@EIRN0 @RSITLNOMOBIGEID aldlW] Mluniwlajls)
88M)o BRRAILINOWIMOV] B0) af)d:>TVIBESOM BOCEIAN2{SI88™)20W H63QI
RMERINAEM af)d:TVIBSS] (H0EMIM 311). MVACHIG3 AUYEMROW] 2012] Mlunl
W69 B EWI, H00yAWIHMQ TMVIBOAUCDIGBMIM AGla] AUYE@DIHH)HEWO H2IQO
O aldHo MQAOMIGE B(BITVMEEBOHSHN)01G2I0 alOEONISIBS HO0Y 63303
)& MIBEHHGIEMEWI  af)d MIBHHIEMEWO TVoeNIAWlaflo ENIOW HAI6M
(moecmom 313).

MaeS ahBalall®osemo)s 2illod:oeirulaimane 208 VAWM all®o
afleoad BdCoMAaRe D HICMIMIE: MSaISIHSIENHS TVOHHUIG) B DAV @]
eNes 020 20Baldaj0WASW)o DLIBO TVIGIWIM] GHEOMILINBHINEWOS aldl.
af)aflnSEH600]03 MV)MMAOEEIMVIEMIS)0 G2IBM) DLIE:0 TVYGIWIM] G:eOmoaillend
MVERIRLIGUOM 20BNMIBEZUOBICE BOOMOMIOLI MANHS af)elo AllvoIMl:
360CAUMEIW)BS @R IOLIM U0)(U0)HVEN)0 TVIANECUIHAUDSHOEMOTIM)MBS
MM ®ERIO® MVEI(alBTmMoaIEowo (all-India jurisdiction) mayes el
avlalee)an). 1599-@3 MSIN DBWOGAIVYE MVYIMaOGRINVIENHSW)o 1653-EI B>)MJ
)00 TV@IOBILNHSW)0 MatiSHalg MENOS BOEMOIAUGRIU0 @IYENIBTVEW)
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208 B,500AWVIG3 DEa|0U8 MOBEOMONND (H5IMS@ YOMNB:UBH6) B0l INAROWS]
alBeR20W] M@H6a]S16le0)aN). ERHVTIMIGE DO BYaQIBOTIOHMW B0} 21D
mlalau@06m. 303UMIBHMOW MEMOS alleMyall®oai 203 mDaldlewomilend
TLIaIMBAUM@IEM Ea]0U8 TVIHHITHBlHON|SIB1H6)INO).

DEIBHO al)MOOOBY (aITLNIMo @RYOOEILH)MMIM) MMNBS G@RYGEID2IMO
Mog8)HGIeel almiall®moaiload acmocaBmM®)o aflalddaljo ®IOPajOWIAN
QI0HN)HSI08 AUIBMDOBIAN): “a M ICUIIHMIW ROBETNODIYT00WOTE LNl
@O0 ~IOI0)al®) M)QINBIHEBOB0 o lPEHMBBO@AN)0, @OEIR0M]2)) QIOYAM
22180 MICIWOM] V2RIV WENILIOTIME:0, BRGING HAOM QY BHGIACAE®O
@R QAlaHOOMIG3 - MLNDAIGMICFUOCAGDI BY) KHIVLOMIG - HMalDLAMo N6IMY
2001 WIO@IM)0 O2ITTIFIOLITMSI® AULNHWOO) @RAIEOWAIVICNOAN HH6M
HOOCHNNBOENE. (SITV@)QIB0H0 52-00 @RYNEIGTE OBHUHMOV AUBla0IMMIO0OG
MIBGZU(alH000 OBHIB)OMIAUDHOOaS @R 2a09(alBTlalo DN} @RE® el
V@BODOHAN MEIHO}M@LIOD, Madi(a1GEEBBIW alGITVOEEBUIHE BRO)OHHIENS
(ald>0000aR0 (alM@lafjo LIElEHIM8 MSWOWVISIHEIMBS® TLERGG| AOCIWID)
88)° (U1@13%alo, 50). “@10)Al®008:)B HP:I2fl DD M6NB) CIRYEBBEIHHOUT BRGM
50563 alella|m88 80) C0RYHOM MV)ANEUUCAIRITES MIo 2jAGEISHIVO
HEMM0 GRIDMHHRIMHNI2JOT3 DLIVWOIBOILRY0 RAMRAL] af)N)o MANHS BRYB)EHUB
GENIOED JoQAUTHN M0 OBIBH0”. (MEMIBHEEINS], @B afjmilatta] @08 DI
wleoav, 153).

0D 21G1@ TVORAGITIIN HOBAUNDD NAOMINA|SITMYAN). AlDOTVMY TVEH:
BHe)CAUMNEIW)BS $H00L0LIVATINNR (al1DanE:S GREIAIMBIMOW HLIGWOMIGELI
S33lMoud o8] @o)EaMIee)0, DIMIWIeEl @RATIE®IRlld:; MLENBGaHL0 @oE]
QIMY TLOBIAUCTINIGO HaIMIGH LD @I0)CAMIBN0, AN WLl AICINE &GO
eNenoTEWINS ©6a000B8HE] MBIBIMM allam}eMIB9)0, n)MOOOB:Y (AITLOOM
OOIOM @Yoo M@ AMVIE0I-BLIMIIB HHA0BIBBE] MBIHIAUOYIM Dag)dhsy
30@U OIM)o allB@EMTBN0 EMIM a0yBWal@0o M (ald0udla flEnam).
DANIVIOEI BEOMIENHHITVRHEBIS)0 0Q) TVEA0IBOTTVRGESIS)0 TVa0H:Gla]
TMEMa0OTITB af)2I00IE00S)0 GaldM) 0D GRAIGIUEBSI0 GSABS)0 (0GOS
&HDOHN QUM MEINUD o IBN(VOAICHHENBDOHYAN).

MIOS QMY allMIBHMOMIOSWI0 NIan). HOAUCIB:0}OSW)o TVMITV® )
S0 @REIN0W AflKIDMUlG:8)HSW)o MERIBAUMAETITMIMM)o @RLRAIAINIVAG]
eMAOMI@IMIMD)BS @R(UOITD AlGIWOAGHI®I MWIAMY@06N D BHOGMOM]E> Mol
WomeaBud mlelnailad AIMm®. §eBAIRdIVM @RYAajmilata] 208 mDaMIEOMS
®10)camIW)eOs HAVOIoal)d AVTVHILIO HOBAIAIAINAWING QllCm)E:03 DO
comym® @)W @REGa00 AW EN)BHWI0 &EAOMOLIEHITVEV)NIW)BB
TMoMANOBI@ GRB@IOM alBlGalonHla{le)dW)o O2IT®). alBlud)EL (NIMWAVIMS
20@0l00j0 H@Baflal) MG DD H0EMIMIS TMoaillwomo mlelall@d Al
2O MIREEMIBaOMOIW @RYBajmilatta] eIMAlES @08 (1NIenodleoas @lo)
caMIWeS RMUMIMNIG] QIGH@BILIEM) af)IMD)o (UOCELVAEM. @REIQIMY M0d
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(B1e0ooleom @I0}EaMIWOS TVACWIlMAIW MSHalSLlo OWaold
CMO{@IAN0 NIDAOLECHOSTMIG Aflallw MVEIE)SOTABB)OS 0)alld:0eM@MIN)
el EIENI0MAOW]. BIWIIVAOMIBAOMO® MVIoIG3 enucrLeilcwomd
BC®OR{lHn6NI00I0, CBURTVANe ERIMAERUTVANRIW MLIEBRSITE BREZAOCBINZ
©9BAINIMNI(Mal0R0W, (alEMYdsla] TVERIUIOIMI(MaldQlo d:OCMIMIEGANAIW MS
ealselleneswio MAMIWOs MVIANCUAHAUGGHOMADIM)SS AIGEOMO2ND
(B ®I0 M5 8)0S al)@6 @RAIHIW0AIJ0 HSAWIo @RYAUUDYH D W)o
a)2100Ea09}0 DVWBOWIHH0G]. @REFOCIN DSOaISENHU8 LIOMIB OA®O
M@OMS BRUWIH000MIMR &1F1ENSB AIYSOIND DSAB:HSINS TLOdAIM@TIM)o
BBITVEMDO (alCBUDEEBUIRH)GAIME] m«H«G@@oeﬂo& oﬂmﬂcsgg@ @E1IMY
GRBMNI 00@ NIGMENIOM MIE)EAMIOW 2007-03 MIVAlENM@IMMS8S QIS
HWIO)HH]. BOOMOWIPL! DLIBO BlaUMHOB B*)S)M@3 aBGHailaflan)mmailmyo
SO0 BHUANOSN)MD@IMYo GaleNEl @GREIQIMBY GO, GRSOENT MA@ enIBeMenIomd
@loyeam] @rojmicmorils; allnileggd @Rl MWIIMMIV® MY caalelvleel
80} MV)(IWom AUSIOTIBIAIWIO)IN). EAPPHDM VIAUNIAT OJIMWI0 B U]
af) & TVIBEHNQ)0 VUBHA|SIAN @RRAIEIM (alAIBOD® (alGBU0 @)9)AIMY0
TMmBAUTla] TVRIDEHES BO}BNMDIM)o MILINA|S)OMIN@IM)o @REIQIMBY 10d
enI@emeniomd @10}EAM] Aladla] aldh MINT®LIR6M. all®I® W »oal
0o IOWVIEEIHN)0 HAWH] af)dTVIBEHOFIGEIGN)0 MIMSS MVUERD (alQIGTMER6 L]
$06MIMIH20W] alydailaflee)m@I® aIByal®oailemd (aIIEmMMEBUWE aBe0
Va0 afl5)6NE. aBO0 BHIOLEMDEWINS BRM) MO @M)IVAGIHH)IN).

allMoX1oel @IRAINLIN-2laHM (aIUBEMMOMIN 80) 66 ag)amn
MeIYiod 1983-87 QIOOW)o 1993-2000 AUHOW)MBB HOLIVBAIG3 @REIMMBMOIA
a0MOW EMD@{@Io MBIV @REIQIMBY CMOIAM] A0@ GREINIEMIGVIMS HA(®O
Ga]0ellemO al)MO-GAlE;] CGH(BROLSIWBS af)B>TVIAEHHFING (2 ILND @RV Y BH
Mo MIEGWOWIDMIBIIMD )0 TVEANIAHEONINSWIEM EMIBSHHIEMIAN).
MEMOS MVEWIHS HaldMBOMAMIG 3)OIWI HAMIMIW)o HOBAIBITVM A0Ad
DDYARMICWOTY all®oailod MIDHEM MSaISISHS)0S CaldIRIGRIQOIW)o
GILAIMAM) At Olaf)QAIO)AN @REIAIMBY 203 G@REIMIMICVITT @IO}EAM] D
2)O®EIHUWD MIBAUNOI2)OB0ME )@V af)BTVOBEHNFING  @OEL Y HHUMOW]
(IQUIBODIBO}M@OM )M AllAIvo oGAOOW)o @ROIWI2)OB:0836)S.

90BAUOMING 10100)ELIELOANHM (A IAIBGADMOEMOGZ MIMOS @MYNA01®
2)BWo2SHB)OS BHOLIINS)HUWB allmSO)MD@IMY0 ald@l. TV}IMAOEBOMIEMIS
G213 MVAMI® BOO® MVEI(AIAIBGIMMIAUBIVTHIGLISE AUBSOJAIOM TVERWIOS
00)(00}aHl )M MIRIVIE3 MVOWlaOAUMDILN0 6MIM ABOO B MIBRENMOE.
@REBOM TMHAMT® BIO® MR AIAUBOIMMNIHEIVOTIICEIBE MWKIN)AN DD B:0GMO
@ld> Vo0 ilomo al@l. MloandaVMo MEa]oud MuNdalla] MIMES TVRWEE MTIH:I.
2)9}a0iBVEOMINS HOBAUOHDD MM V@) BO)IN).

1955-@3 a0 eNILOM] @RYUoRe MLNDAIMAOWEMINS, QAISGHH DANY W@
22180 MOIVIM] &HEOMILlEnd MVRWINS ERMIBTNEN)al)0COVB9)S3
127



Pastoral Letters

oM 1UBOMMEBBUBHE @YSEN0BYI01a)). aloMUIOLIVIo B)oeNIV]OLIV)o
Mo (A IUBOMEBBUBHS NILOM] @RY(UDATLOB VBRIV GMDY@Io MDTIS;.
M)oemnivileno aomMalene MHSAG:®:S)o HOBAAIWEBRS) o HlaHB GH(BBBB)0
alS)Om)@AOMMM@IN LM @RYWATLOAB B)WBOOBHOWSITM). al)dMIIeLl
NILNM] @RY(UOR MIMOS AVLERI(AIAIBAIMEBBBINS B0) (AlG2103M Gd (BRI
MEIO@G6ME)HAUIM@ TVEINIaHaBAlo @RMIVAGIENIAN). TVEIB:)ISOVDHBIOS
(IO ME@BBUB SN0 OHG10aflN)jo H)SIOT Glalal®O)}o TVMUOD)0
@YADY 2VO)M@IMOT MAMHS E(BITVMEIBU 2Q) (alGBUIEEBRSITS BRAIWOS
2OmoUIBIMIo aBHQSIOM). ®BMIAVOMo WBBa0lW}HSWIo qvalal
ladGBUEBsloeIWo @GRRAIOEIMo MIB3AAOTEN)MD@IM)o HHBAIOLIWEBUI
M2 Be)M@IM)o @RYAINIARIW QAUIMV®) AVMUIEIENIANDGIMI0 OO JHHUDAIW
CH@{®Io ®I0)AILID @E@IBBITVMo M@H]. @Relamy »ladRIay 20d
@120 @10)camln® MOMOEMABIT Qo MMBIEWONS BOBHEM).
©210eaM, €[ of)MIaisa@BSEIed MsalH®S)o All3JoRL0aMV MNdAIMEBBS)o
@)S6BBYAMGIM)0 @YUV AUTIENBHUB AEBBRMM@IIM)o alelle qveom)nailw)o
BME00Jalo @I0}AIMINal)00 GRRA @RMIBBIMVMo &I5)dW)ENBOW]. @REEBOM
0D (nI6B0EBEIM allaeiad® all31oeL0IV MEIMQATIN CM@I@Io M@IH;].
02100mMOleoel 203 (WIEGWVISICOITS GHICBE MMIM AB)ESOBIAOVEMAEM.
60 UAIBUIHAI TVOMICIE: NHELINSIHWBHFISWIeN MICOMG] B(30TVMo
MI00WI01ORI @RRAIDLIM MVoOOREBUY oBHQS)OM). @Y *HOLIVWaalG3
M2)E9)NBOWIE)aM D MAT) B(BITVMEEBB)0 MULOM] @R UWATLOOJ0 @RAIOINS
(aIQIB@DMEBBUS  HILI(HGAGMN DOMCOINYWIHLIWIo BHHIGEMamDleeIw)o
allallw a1gemeEBSI03 @RRAILIM (BHAlE:06MEBBUBHES CMMI@Io M@ MM
MEMIOS QAUGIBWINBIW] af)MD®)o (aICD® B0 TVABICHNENBD®IEM.

1997-@3 RONIMIREMOBROMO MU0 NIGILANIGWIMS &:0EMOLIlEe6MNINNI0
coO®OWInLI Mam)es ol (aledwssBgleel (ETRI) Ecclesiastical Coordinator
@RV ©al0l® Mia). ¢R6M eNIB:6)20mM0 OIC @Grajom Mlwalaj® memes
(alaidommeaalel@loel 80) aflomlolao@lo)an). 6Miad). @0 ajead
@GO HAIW EMHDYDIOMITE @RRAIVLIN (alQUGCHMEBBUd  H)S)@ @3
SO0 HUAAA 0 CH(BIHI®aR0W] 2)eMMO]l. Mia0). @ alellw
TMVORAEIMHOIN BN EWINS VB @RM)IVAGIH6)AN),.

@@ N)ANAT 0)IMW)o Bl af)dTVIBCHOQ0 DEa|0ud mlelniles
AMIGlEN)EMINUE DD BRRAIVEIM (alGRUIEBSIT MEMMISI:e:80W)0 allmls
2100012000, Alle:00120000] (al0IBED1fI§I88 MmeMes ailallw .o
meBgloal Minn). HOAUBIE:GIS)o NILNMI] @RYVAODTIOL! NIn0). HHAIGB:GIS)o
22180 MOlIVIM] HEOMORIHNI MEVOS MIDOMIG3 aBQalo a0 BWaldalo
oM Mm@l @edaflenym). MlEBg)es alleiealg GIVAIMEBUWE MM )@l
B(BOTVMAOW)0 af)d>TVIBEHNQOW)0 AUSO}MMDIM aBHO Va0 ]IS16NE af)aN©)
9DRABAOW B0} WILNIBONYAE®. NN, GOBlAGHUD, Gaodgl Malldly @)s
6Bl aLMOAVIMT MV2)aOEBSITMBTIIMBS niao). MIEEREFIIOd @PAGq e EeNI
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WEOMIS) @SV BOIMORELIOMO, TVERIMIEMAaN0 DAl B 6D O EWOS)&)S|
8303020l8e)M). D (aIGBUEBBSITE  NInO). HOAURBO)OS UBYUd)AH EIElES)MNTIM)
2)MI (al0BMOMO &3S0V WILRNOSVWIo (alCM dla] OOBAUAIaIMO aldh)oal
Do) mM@Ienesw)o ail. $)3nIomV1eN8s a1 0sSImOmLNHSWIMBS @PLIROW
aflvnmile:g)es aleum@ @laiem® MEMes TVRWOS AUSBOW WWEMIe0]S)
M) @) MO ) M@ @RATIV R 06mMT A0 . @RaIOLIMalONW
NNAUINGHB)OSVW)0 CHUWEBROSV)o MSVIT TVEIATVEMa0AN0 aldhI®W)o
(aHSMOBS] TVRIGISOVABUBHE VBRIV CMDMIMIo MBI  aflallw
(alGBUOEBEInAl MEMEOS @RMEIN0W GlaleHlMSO® MO8 MAEIEWINS 630BH)AM).
@RELIOMOA NS0, BRAMNEEHENBI0 HABAIRMO M@IHIMM BINEIUTIMIo BRM)
e1ymo6em. '9210l® @RVVMEOMIS)' 88 ALl MSVMOV EVWBGEmoailemd
@00)6MY0 MANOS &)S)o6NIEBBSIT3 AUBOD (aldHSAI6M).

OaLAZ" GRS (H1ETVITY0 NIAWIAI BBITVMOTIHM BDEBL0UTH B3I
SMAlo e YTV HA(@OEAOLINOMOWHS TLNOMIEOI0eMANe (TV)EaMosMIEaTV0)
2015 620 1, HQAIBSIWOFal, EOA[BEAI 8.30-0) MYWTaSIVIHLI HMENITVENO HAVAZ’
¢20100 HOm1WOE3 HHBAAIVADIGE HAUJWICIEH)0 MSTMO|S)MD. )@
af)SHTVIREHNQOW HAVAG af)Glafo HWHIWOS (ahoM) BDEELUe: 930l
SMAo Y@V HA(@IGAPLINGMIWHS TLNOMIEDINOEMAR0 al}OM HWBIVloel
oavad” ¢a1a HemIweildd 2015 62V 30, AIWIPal, EOAIleEAI 8.30-0) MSCMe
S)aM©).

TURW)HS DD @YGLIUBBFICEINE af)2l0 GREIROWEOW)0 TVMITMVMOOW)o
MNla0). ©6AEH:OOW)0 QAIMBY all®OBHINOW)0 AMIM GHEMIHH)IM). DD @YY
2)a0)3OMEBUE @REIDOMal)@0lo M0 @RYGALIAHIBN)GMIOUD, AW EB(BOTVM
POMW)0 af)BTVIBEBHGIOMW)o (alDBONMEB0MB)0 HOAUG]HO)ESW)o, VMY
MI@O)ESW0 MVOLIBYDOB:06NB)0, TVMUBINEEENBJ0 MVA0IVENM@IT) agld)o
MEMIOS) QAUGOENB®O6M).
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Jurisdiction and right of ecclesial activities all over India

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
from the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan-Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corespiscopoi, Rambans.
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No.CPL 2/2015

Praise be to the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

Subject: the Holy See grants the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church jurisdiction
and right of ecclesial activities all over India

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Priests, Deacons,
Religious and the beloved Faithful in Christ!

Prayerful greetings and blessings of the Easter season!

26 March 2015, the day after the Feast of the Annunciation, is yet another
day that goes down in golden letters in the history of the Church. This is the
golden day on which the Holy See of Rome decreed and granted to the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church the right and duty to assume the mission of
preaching the Gospel throughout India. On that day His Holiness Pope Francis
established the new Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom of Gurgaon and appointed
Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC its first Bishop. On the same day, the
Holy Father established the new Exarchate of St Ephrem of Khadki (in Pune)
for the Syro-Malankara Catholics and appointed Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Anthonios OIC its first Bishop. ‘St John Chrysostom’ is the Greek equivalent
of the name ‘Mar Ivanios’. It is an immense joy that we have, in the capital of
our country, an Eparchy in the name of the heavenly patron of our saintly
Father in faith. The Eparchy of St John Chrysostom extends over the entire
territory of North India, comprising 22 of the 29 States of India. The See of the
Eparchy is Gurgaon near Delhi. The residence of the Eparchial Bishop and the
Curia of the Eparchy is at Mar Ivanios Bhavan situated at Neb-Sarai in Delhi.
The St Mary’s Church in this complex will be the Cathedral of the Eparchy.

The Exarchate of St Ephrem of Khadki extends over the entire southern
part of India where till now there is no Syro-Malankara circumscription, namely
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the entire States of Maharashtra, Goa, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana and the
parts of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu which do not belong to the Eparchies of
Puttur and Marthandom respectively. The complex of St Mary’s Church situated
at Khadki in the city of Pune will be the Curia and Cathedral of the Exarchate.

I express ecclesial communion, obsequium, co-operation and hearty
gratitude of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church to the Holy See and to His
Holiness Pope Francis, the successor of Peter, the Head of the Apostolic College.

According to Canon 177 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches,
an Eparchy is a portion of the people of God entrusted to a Bishop to shepherd,
with the cooperation of the presbyters, in such a way that, adhering to its pastor
and gathered by him through the Gospel and the Eucharist in the Holy Spirit, it
constitutes a particular Church in which the one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church of Christ truly exists and is operative. Likewise, “an Exarchy is a portion
of the people of God which, because of special circumstances, is not erected
as an eparchy, and which being delimited territorially or on some other criterion,
is entrusted to the care of an Exarch to shepherd” (c 311). “What is said in the
law concerning Eparchies or Eparchial bishops applies also to Exarchies or
Exarchs, unless it is expressly provided otherwise in the law or is evident from
the nature of the matter” (c 313).

With this canonical provision, the age old dream of our ancestors and the
vision of our beloved Father in faith, Archbishop Mar Ivanios, come true. Under
the guidance of the Roman Pontiff and the Catholicos with the Holy Episcopal
Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, we have attained all-India
jurisdiction for the pastoral care of all the Christian Faithful of our Church and
the right to evangelization. After the Synod of Diamper in the year 1599 and
the Coonan Cross Oath of 1653 by which we lost jurisdiction over our faithful
and communion with the Universal Church, it is for the first time that it is
recognized to our Church, the St. Thomas Christians. Hence, this is a historic
moment of jubilation. The dream of Mar Ivanios, our beloved father in faith
and his prophetic vision have come true.

The mental agony of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios was
expressed in the following words: “The Malankara Christian Community, which
esteems to have been founded by St. Thomas and takes pride in its traditions
for the past twenty centuries, has not done hitherto anything worthwhile with
regard to the chief objective of its establishment. This is to be considered as a
serious crime. It is a fact to be admitted that the lamp lit as directed by the
Saviour Jesus Christ in the year 52 AD still remains just like that without
shedding light or giving energy to the surrounding remaining in the shade of
darkness...” (Girideepam, page 50). He continues. “It is good to understand
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that we are responsible for the evangelization of a country manifold times
larger than Travancore and Cochin and that world is not simply the Malayalam-
speaking country” (Inchackalodi, Archbishop Mar Ivanios, page 153).

We glorify God at this historic event. I express our hearty gratitude to His
Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches, His Grace Most Rev Salvatore Penacchio the Apostolic
Nuncio in India, the Latin Catholic Hierarchy of India for their constant support
and the Hierarchy of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church in India for their
solidarity ever since the beginning of the Reunion Movement. We will exercise
this God-given right in collaboration and solidarity with the Catholic Churches
and our non-Catholic Sister Churches in India.

The present canonical provision emerges from the ecclesial vision and
relentless pastoral commitment of our bishops, priests, religious and lay faithful.
The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios sowed the seed of the Gospel in
the soil of North India in the days of his life in Serampore and nursed it after
the communion with the Catholic Church. The timely interventions of His
Grace Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios, in whose centenary year, the
canonical provisions are made by the Holy Father, encouraged the formation
of the ecclesial communities outside Kerala. His Beatitude Cyril Baselios-
Catholicos through his erudite theological, especially ecclesiological, and
canonical interventions in the national and international level, always upheld
the right and duty of the St. Thomas Christians for the evangelization of India.
His intervention paved the way for the establishment of the personal parishes
in the Latin episcopal jurisdictions and the appointment of Most Rev. Jacob
Mar Barnabas as the Apostolic Visitator for the ETRI. The appointment was a
milestone in coordinating and consolidating effectively the Malankara Missions
in India. His Excellency strengthened our ecclesial communities in the regions
now brought under the Eparchy of Gurgaon and the Exarchate of Khadki by
visiting them constantly. It paved the way to the present canonical provision. I
remember with gratitude the committed service of His Excellency.

It is with joy that we receive the appointment of Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Anthonios OIC as the first Bishop of the Exarchate centered at Khadki-Pune.
As a priest he gave vibrant leadership of pastoral care to our faithful in Pune
during the years 1983-"87 and 1993-2000. I make all know that His Excellency
continues his ministry of coordination of the administrative functions of our
Church as Curia Bishop and as Postulator of the Cause of Canonisation of the
Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios while he leads the Exarchate.

By the promptings of the same Spirit, I, together with the Holy Episcopal
Synod, could follow the footsteps of my venerable Predecessors, and the Holy
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See graciously granted the present canonical provision which leads to all-India
jurisdiction. I whole-heartedly glorify God.

The mission of the Syro-Malankara Church outside the proper territory
began in 1955 with the foundation of Bethany Ashram, in Pune. From Pune,
the Bethany Fathers reached out to Mumbai. The Bethanians gave leadership
in establishing parishes, churches and mission centres in Mumbai and Pune. I
gladly remember that Bethany Ashram in Pune is a source of inspiration for
our ecclesial activities. As the consolidation of our ecclesial communities
needed further personnel and finance, our Eparchies gave their generous support
in other centres. The Archieparchy of Tiruvalla gave leadership in the pastoral
care of our faithful in Delhi and took the initiatives in buying land and
establishing churches. His Excellency Most Rev Geevarghese Mar Timotheos
is remembered with gratitude in this context. The Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum showed great openness in buying land and establishing churches
and educational institutions in Chennai and Bhopal. Thus it gave extensive
leadership to educational activities in these regions. The Mar Gregorios College
of Chennai is a shining example for this. The eparchy of Bathery, though was
struggling through financial difficulties of its inception, took up the pastoral
initiatives in Bangaluru. It is to be remembered especially that all the then
existing Eparchies and Bethany Ashram extended their activities to North India
and South India to make available pastoral care to our faithful in the
metropolitan cities.

The appointment of Very Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC, in 1997, as
Ecclesiastical Coordinator, by Metropolitan Cyril Mar Baselios of venerable
memory, was a turning point in the ecclesial build up of our mission activities
in the Extra Territorial Regions of our Church in India (ETRI). Under the
dynamic leadership of Fr Berchmans, the pastoral activities of the ETRI was
consolidated and progressed. With deep gratitude the Church remembers him.

As the Eparchy of Gurgaon and the Exarchate of Khadki come into
existence, I, in the name of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, express
gratitude to all the priests who worked in these regions as beginners, chaplains
and parish priests. It is a fact that your commitment is transformed into the
present canonical provisions. With gratitude the Church remembers the
persistent hard work and committed ecclesial love of the sisters of Bethany,
Daughters of Mary and Holy Spirit religious communities. The undaunted
leadership of our lay people in forming the basic communities of prayer prepared
the way for priestly services. The missionary zeal of our lay faithful centered
on the Word of God and the Holy Qurbono nourished our thriving communities
and parishes in the ETRI. The participation of the People of God in ecclesial
activities in supplying personnel and finance is unique. The graciousness and
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mercy of the Great Shepherd to the “Little flock™ is encompassing our homes.

The formal inauguration of the New Eparchy of St John Chrysostom of
Gurgaon and the installation (sunthroniso) of the new Bishop will be at the
designate Cathedral, Church of St Mary, Neb Sarai, New Delhi at 8.30 am, on
Friday, 1 May 2015. The formal inauguration of the New Exarchate of St
Ephrem Khadki (in Pune) and the installation (sunthroniso) of the new Bishop
will be at the designate Cathedral, Church of St Mary, Bhau Patil Road, Khadki
at 8.30 am, on Saturday, 30 May 2015.

I invite you all, the laity, religious, priests and all bishops, to these sacred
functions. As we proudly celebrate these joyful events, let us resolve to support
the new Eparchy and Exarchate with prayer, personnel and finance.

It is necessary that, from our Eparchies, priests with missionary zeal shall
volunteer, to work in our new Eparchy of Gurgaon and Exarchate of Khadki. If
our priests, in consultation with their Eparchial Bishops, come forward, through
incardination or promise to commit themselves for a few years of ministry, we
would be able to open a number of new mission centres. Such commitments
are most praiseworthy.

I welcome all religious congregations to take up, in union with the Eparchial
Bishop and the Exarch, pastoral and evangelization work in the regions of the
new canonical provisions. I lovingly urge all individuals, institutions, religious
congregations, provinces of the congregations and eparchies of our Church to
pray sincerely for the new Eparchy and Exarchate and give them a substantial
financial contribution as they begin from scratches to build them up.

May God bless you all abundantly!

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

' Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

10.04.2015
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

Our Father in heaven...

NB: Read this pastoral letter on the forthcoming Sunday during the Holy Qurbono in all our
parishes, mission centres and centres of worship.
135



Pastoral Letters

9OBAIM 1IN0 @I0}Mloa0dTVMOMIHM @0V IB:00MmoRNo
22180 MVClIVIM] &H:EEMIRIHNI TVEWIHS
ca2d erdajmilata] -@06mILlcanIM
¢m000M @3 mIcaVelcIay »3gimaud glalad mianoilsd mla)o
M2eS BRWIHI0OMIMBH1FIeNs8s ca0da|3898H6)0
60BN EH600j0208H6)0 OMIDMOBHN)0 AISHHIBHE)0
HUoEROWRVEMEBIM)0 TVMITSMAHe)0 alluanmilsesaidsn an$al

Prot. No. CPL 3/2015

VIO MAQYUBMMYo ERHAEYIMAILIAMAIN)o
aVOWOMIGE NVAGINBIAUMBIV (G ICVWE: HNGAUMHIN) M@

@O INMAAMIB2OMIW WICANINT BB HACWILIGEIAT  HB@ICa I oMo
WS ROMOMINAG EMITME o2®me2)mileil (125-00 AIBato)

@REIAIMBY all®O8HMmOGE, QAIMY @@o&ogqﬁemogooe@, OMIDMBAVGO, 6NIan).
06UEHE0, HUDERIWDMIEO, TVMIMIMEO, HAOMOANE (all® allvdlomile:ecs!

2RIHO al)MODO DY (alNNIMODIHA ©)alld:0emomleno aIgdajoleno
9eBA30TVM @RAajjinilada] 208 MVADMICWITT HA(@IG|ILITOMOW)OS
QIL1000HQIV] HeBAUREMIWV]al e RENVIa0OTIL)0 (alaldOomla] @l03aIeld
0)al®W)OS (AlNRIELSHHUDMITVIO)AN a e EEQIHMIV WICHHIENT BB HOEWO
afdl6enas H2(@I6a PelemOIWHS RMHMOMIH VEMIOMO OR@R)Ilell aldau
O3 @REZOOMIHM GRMIOD] BMNIM0 BOBGMAOWIO)MIU3 D QIOYAN £2)6N3
@00 27-00 M1V Mo @RYalBEe)BHWoeM. &1ailaflelen)cmIoB@emm ‘@oeld
IS8 @RS)OM @10)Eam]’ af)MGlWe|SI)M ‘e&:02@10)cam]’ 6 80y afluo)
ARLMOW1506M RMEBBUS @RoU 1G] @RYRGI{lE)MM®. UM MVMIOAV (IO
MEBBUIGN0 DRIHHO al)MOOVD:Y (AlNIMEDIM)o DRILO VGIWIM] &EOMO
ellee0 a003891ee)o d)alo MBIBIM@IMIo @RSIMNoMAlS AUSBOmAN@IM)o
903aIB0MVM @RAajmilatial MI1ABWITNS @08 MDANMIEWOTT OHA(@IGaoel]
OOTs6 208 H@EWIaNlEceM allmoallead @RYERI2AINW)o (aID@GNMW®)o
@alV)o ag)aM)o alldenicinoloyam). e Rlallo alluyetlaw:0ens arig:o av)dl
@OM] HEOMOLNHHI TVBWAS 2)Alo EMERINVWAISSIW QB allmoailen) =
PEMOIOMO PRMR)MNIElw)o B03MOBI0)MIB o BREROCMIG] allsaBlwloyan
al}eM68BU3 LIV @MAIBHIM)0 HABADDTIIM) MBlalOWOMMSBS @RAITVORIW]
0le06s.

1891 ©an(eN)IGl 26-00 @®ITV@] QILOLIFal GalBaB@ AQOWIG @LIH)S)o
MIODIOG (VIQIVIV BB HBa}OVHOMT H)S}oNIOMIGE (V0. ag)eNIa0d0

136



Post Centenary Silver Jubilee of the birth of Mar Theophilos

®OHORW)o (V012G @2 0IWHSWI0 GHSIETMT a (@MW WIECHHIMI 10A
O®EWoanleelnm’ allmoal Rmlay). 1891 0@a] @0Mvo 16-00 IV @EH80$al
SHENHOMO aISFVI@3 Qla] 210£106UAIGE AUIMBY VWDEIVA] HOMMOIG WOECHHIGN]
af)aM Gal®) MM@IH] UBludyailm) M0EAIBETMVOWIo MEGOIM @REIGAHH:AN0 MTIH;I.
&BaJOVEHO3 AUBY AOCM@ OB GO MOOOW0)aN) LEHOMAVMIM afl®ql.
@RHHOIBLOTVO BRS)OIMEN3OVI0)IMN @Y U00MB &HSAlWleno (alolndile, ail3oE Mo
88@Uloal 6610l MUeglene @sSGMMS838 All310E50MV0 EHISWo ag)o.all.
eaalmoclwlen20wloyan). M®)®YGa0n0® MILIVIG3 HA(SlEN)ECEInHM aldleH
R0l @REGOOWIM 20MIAIIBLORIVAOW ag)o.all. HAVAIMIGIVITI®OIN GRWYD
aldMow] Mloamane eigla)). #93AIRE@IVIEN0 Hal0}ROQODTIENe By®YMa%io
leno GRWLOAIMOMIEN0 RO BH@IWVI0)IN @REGA00 MVGEIGHN)0 TMVolall®mM)o
@RBMIWM@OWVI0)IN). GRANILIOD af)o.(ll. HAVAIMOA] (alldmila|cd @RWI
@M alemlen0)aflgl@d and. afl.gl. ¥IAIRWIAY af)o.cf)WOS EOSWOIVI)aM)
@02V 2{ley M @.

BS8YY DSAUDHBNIOYPS (GO @ILIal0 N0 @ORIAGNM®)0 alBlNeMla] ael
B0 OD(@ICa|oellomO QISEUIMS »ludVIrS 208 Flaiamomileom’ @loyeam]
WIEHNIENIIY HUENOUDA IS0 MMIE:)BW)ENBOWVS]. @RIM)EUDAHAIY0 ag)o.cls] Hava
MOGIVIT @OWLIaIMAN0 af)o.af). @Rae0d H1F1G3 ©eAGld: aldluoleimale
®)SBMOBGMNEI0)AM). BEIHO MV TVMBOVOBHING @REYMGIBE O
BIODRMISHENE HAVOIMNAE EHIBEIM (alaNATVB @RYMHIMBS B:H6Mo  AVI1B@1
B9 af)o.af). @M ®10)R0M]a)). VIAUNOHAUGGH:0)0 HUDANIUDMAID)AOW
AB®OM)o Cald® HAVOIMNABIT HBHIMNEIEaIOW] alClaflen)alom TLOWlHneAM
@IMoeNV10)aM) af)o.af). @Ra]M ag)o.Wl. HAVAIMIAG] (allBmla]cd al3all DGl
&Hla] ©TV0OMNAE 6HOBHNT Oa10aNTVA@ CRIEN FHQS)HN)QAIOM MWWIOIVWD.
af)o.af). @O} AMI @ROIWINWIO)IN WICHHNIENT HUOARIWOM)o @RWYJnId
cRoell 9caleHla] 1)0)alleMInsIajo HAVOIMNBIGRISH) GaldBOM WOV,
WOGHHENT HUOARVUOM HAVOOIMNA I8 Ml AFAA W] aldoaMOw]
806eMEM aloMOMIM) G218MM). HAVOIMNAB EMHISEIG3 H(Al0anMVAB @RI
B9)EMUOUT MO af)o.af) @R MOILIAI0IDBS HUDEAIUDMIOO B TLMLOAV
RN @ 210303 aloeila]) MISEBIGH:W)o TVMIOAVI(WA MLNJAIMODIMSS 30)
BPEBBUT MSOM)BHWI0 O 21T OOEB0MEID)AN). @RY(UWOR M)SEBBIMOV] HAVLOOM)
Oloal 9633000 d&Flala] and. ailgl. OIUBHINS Moglerlss asEBEIWEa]oud
B06eMPMJ aloMo DGaldhHla] WIBHHIENT HUDERIUDM)o @Y UROHIBI G2lE0MOW]
")0)QIIEMINSIajo MISICRINH) GalddM). @RY(U0A0 MUNIAllEMMND@IM)o @YoM
R0 GBI TBBlENMTIM)o (UDQUOUIBOMo MS@] NULOM] TVMLOTV(AITROOIMO
@00l INTIM)o WICHHIENT HUWEROUWM and. afl.dl. MIABVIMIOMIq o DENZO
©loyam). allenz)o 6eaIGle: aloMo @SB WICHNIENT HUDERUOM 192403 HOQIG]
&MY BRElHISG MOV @RYUORIWIHHA BREGFAOHOID) GBRYUOADHINA! (allOn
Moyl Mmlala)). 1927 AWlavosnid@ 12-00 M1V ‘Dad@ QUM af)S)O)
@OBHHOENT @28 OMIOMOW]. 1928 AWlMVosNIB 19-00 M1V GalBIM 2LIS:O

137



Pastoral Letters

B08OMEAIBTY TVRW)HS alGlUd)EL TV}IMAOEBIMY QUMY WIGHHIENT OMIOSOM
IOMIOS af)afliEH0j0 @RV AOElEHIM ®10)20MBe)BW)o 1929 Han(eNI
Q@] 14-0) al@1o)ed VIUBMIMS aUEIVEINEYIMS (AR HOCMILNEHI MIOAID
O®EWIACIGRIOMS ag)M Galdl@d QIOSIHN)BHWIo HaIP®). @YSAAT) NILOM] HA(®O
Gajoerlomo @08 aMlcwons @lo)caml mINM] aISS®:8)0S 2)a®el 103
O®EWOanICRNmM @I0)EaMINW ageiallaf). @O}ULIVIG NINM] GROAMVIGS
ORIV 2)}OE06NB06M @RERA00 2l)AMEIGUS MIBAIa0lafloyM@.

1930 e)m)ojgom_l@ 20-00 ®I1O®] 203 VAWM OO(®IGa]oellomo
GWOeSajo 208 H@EWIaNIGRINAY all®oane H&Iel @EERMWITAIa] al}NOe
300l TMOBAU@IS: TVEIGFOVAWVIMS (aIGQIUTla)). 1932 R)EM AOAVo 11-0o
@10 22180 TV)GIVWIM] &EOMILNEHI VR a0WOIBHE] MNIAlMRIB)E>W)o
1933 MQIoENI@ MOMVo @RYOJ0 MWD TNB:BIP Al ®I0)QILI0 D)al® BHOGMOIMId:
2001 Mlelailad AUCIe:O)o WICENIMI 203 HMEWIACIGRINM all®oal ©)al®
)OS (AIDROWIBHHUMIT] BRAICOIWIBHOQ|S)HW)o DalT®). @lOyAILID HaVAG’
GRMIV HA(@Ga |0l HOMIWAIM 1906 HHa0MmBal TVEMasI®d (¢o1.
®)SM allgsw)es ‘@Sl arls’ &)eldesns)om @palles @oamslaf)ed:0
6NBO6T @0GGa00 0)al®MOBOEMo @YOOEla|®. HLISOalloRl ?»IeleOmoPemICs
aflom, aIflcooEBS8 GRANIW)06E], alG@OMUINM alSEHIT3 W@ 62100
@R B0003 Mo E)AleN)o ACWY BOHe)BIUBIEE Adla], BRYOIOG HLIOWIG MVoTId:
0lB9Oa]s CVUDHAOMONIH3 WLNOABLD UBlayM3! BClem) R)AICVO B0) ©)alWOS
LMIOBIEAD VIIMROWILI0O® QI0SH 151G @RYOoEla] a}NOOOD S TV)AlEUdH
U0)(UD) U BHUB MYa|®)o @POYJal®)o MO0 BSEBIW abLlo al)06a]S)0lla))Od06MNE]
)M}, 2WIM0)llMI08,)01G3 21O TVYOIWOM] BEOMILNEHO TVEWESE JOBD
20 @PSITLNOMo D0a{lerIMm HHBAI0 ‘®ONG BHMMIW’ 208 HGEWONIELIY
afl®oailom Qaldh0eMaoseI. @REMEIWVIEEBUY MOMAVOMMONA|G TV)AlEUdaHo
TS BlENBHWY0 al)NOOVB: ]S TVIBAUD B TVERIBYFIWAVICRIH) AIBIHW)0
8210 )0 E:06NEI0)IM). ERAIREHINIUDIAOW DSAUB TVoQlWIMEEBS)o AISSB:8)0
VIOYBN)FYAUOM)0 alDEOITI®Y U0)(U0)HBUBHHIAUUD N0V HOAUGIB:0)HS GTLAIMO
LIB{A0B)MNDIM)0 0} IMHTWEHOAUUDIRIW BOEMEH:(Bo DNBIBHNMNDIM0 BHOMM
MOR(alHI0MBS BO6M TMVoAIWIMEEBUE (B 21dG1E)MDIMY0 B)Al®O BOEM
mloaoaell 6@l alen)mM®Imio VMDAV MuNdallen)mM@Im)o
@PEINOV ElalaH @O0 0)al1d@1E0)M@IMIV] HANOT® af)o.aVl.af). WOS @RYBY
0)al20®@ ‘QilUdIOMVAVIGHULMVoLI0" af)D GREIAIWAVoALISM 0)al1d:018e)
ammoleno @REZa0o H0eMla] Bldealallauemano EN®Yaldsalalo 1GlI(@o3load
@on@oeM. B1B2LIMH0LI0 EMMI@Io MTIBHOM V000 1GE: BRYCOIW L0 BRGRAOSDIN
@emaidlajloglssleno meajoud HIVY GRITMIV HA®IG NG HEm (A3
MA@ ©21QIaM MROLIAN0 (AI0D SHOD1WGE3 HOBAOLIVAN0 al)atialWld] o]
BODTB BHOBR)0 @RMENUMW TLNJaIMEBBSlo MUAI®] ©21QaN qUOLIAN0 §al0)
al)atial@l6] GRE2M®)o §eARlE: aldlWleINOMIM §eamMAd HaLAIMICIWIo @Io)
alel niloml @yoae MO ©aIQIAN quOLIno @RYBJo @OAIOS @YDoEla

138



Post Centenary Silver Jubilee of the birth of Mar Theophilos

Bla1y0B8:UB0(V0AAN0 BUGEBUW allamlglsie allkIM®:8)0S ag)eRo al®ImSean3
aIdWlaflsie @RAUWIGIN MLORITNVDGHOJAN0 DOAMBS CMIFEINO, QG
©6)80, @PWVI0)3 MSEEIY algsle:g)o Gloyaleldleeal HaVAE 62ROVl (alladlod)
a0DV)o AN)o BREGaOODMING UD)}(U0)aHI GHILIHOD CMERIAWRW] mlel
MI3omIIM). V0OE1GlS BRMOBVINoMEIo BDEBLOWIE: U0)(U0)aHVIE3 WM aflo
2la] aflworlallmo M2{le)aN @PEZa00 @alMileno (alodmomailelo al)eIdom]
1) 250 MlaHoW)o MLIE:O TVYOIVWIM] GEOMOLNBH0 TVEVHEE Mo
AROV1H: OMBRBOVWBAIWVIGHNAMN). MIF)HO0)OS ‘BOLINAIVHS @RS)OD 10}
caml’ 1956 @eNd @0aVo 27-00 @IV NRWMIFal &Ll HaIT® @lE}AILID
OV ROV HOMIWENGE HENI0SHHNAS). GRAN) D)OCS BREM A @GS
00O HENIOIB:G af) @D (al0d@Hla] @RM)(Wa00 (aldailee)an). @REGAO
OBIOG BOWITLNO VOHMAIHEMIAMBI® af)O0G AULHGIIOAOW GRM)EAIAOEN)
TMVOHU 6 |S)TM)QAUOM af)MB6) TVEADIHUD)ENE.

@O 1))V @B MDVANMIECWITY HA(GICJOLITMNIOW B0} MILTIGaILI
aflam)sd@aloyam 208 O@EWIanlGaNay aflmoailog @rWacale @REIRINUOI)
200fleyam) auiam K1aile ailvoyeBlw)e TVEd MArlH:06mAal)o. DD Eld:Hyo MG
BEMRYOMONE @OEGa00 af)Gajo9lo M0Q MDANMICWOM allmoailemonsdalo
Gal@am) M1@396)A10M (Voallafleyam). ag)o.all. &AVAIMIE] (afldmla]@d qmuNomo
©0&lala] HAVOIMNBHN) CaldWEa|OU8 GRW dald: GROEll OGalela] @RAlESHS,
®(a10anT@ MUNOMo o] MISIeRINe) 2SERIWER|0Ud BOGMSTY aloMo
9GaldHla] MOSIERIBs, NILOMI @RYUORMLOAINDTIMOV] Hald)NISIGRIE) GaloW
Gajoud @PRAINESHE, TVEIANABEM® CMS] HECOMILNHHI TVRD B)F0VAWVGERINE
A} MOOOBYH ]S} Menemel afl5loaslweEalowd BaMla], a MO |S)AI08
OH0Llo @ROAMNMWICLIBD) GaldWEa[IUd )OS, RLIE:O MVOIVOM] &EOMOLIHHI
VRO a0WBIABBH] 0)alldi®RIWER]IUE VIR 0}alDIWIHHUMOIW] Bajo,
a)Gajo9lo 1)0)QNEMINSOajo. ‘@RAIGMONSIajo AGIGHIMB MABHN)0 Galdd00’
(6W2a0.11:16) af)aM) AlOGOI 2IRECMIDIRQT200VHH @HG 1N}0)AilEMIS)ENIW]
M@ 6NIMLAL0 BEMIW)o ANGWO@IANAEM M0Q H@EWOALIGRIMS aill®o
ail) @6 1)) 208 MDVAMIEWITY afllmoailemos)ie REMEIWOMN.

®I0}AIMIMa}00 BODI0)a D)o @I}AILI 0)aIDWR0WV] 2elE0 V0TI
&COMLE00 2003651 TNl AW Ea|0P)o 20@ MDA MIEWIM)
OA(@0Ga|0allOmIWOS GRRAIDLIMEMDMIDIOWICE alDOMTMITVEHBINS aldd
MO O®IGE (alAIRO®]H6)QI0M 208 H@EWIaN1GeIa afl®oal af)Galo$)o
(I@N2EmMONIRLMIVIO)IM). aleMAUWI®M)o HOBAINITV(MEEMMI0 WYN(IROA
M)200 )M 203 MDANMICVWIMS all®oal MEMIOG) Qlaf TMVEIBAGUDMEBBUBHHMYTVL
Ola] @6 00)U0)UTBE BOCAMalENEISIO)IN TVEICLISHOTD MWHH)AI0
MOV0)aM) BREZAOTING @RY(Na0o. DLIG0 TVEVIOLI HOAIGIMHOEIGUSD 10)(U0)
aHONG3 30322 HM BRAMOIBH) M) B0) DalGBUdo M ald00M06M.
@PAIG00S)OS R1OMIV}OS GRIAIMIW 208 alEG(@IM Qla0IWHS BRMADO
122l0)0 (AIDIVIWIW)20® ¢002OWOL! R0Balda|dWIRH)IN Ba0I(AlWOMI IO

139



Pastoral Letters

@MIS}o MEamosio M alGleajdaNO®:0886mMo’. @08 O@EWOaNIERINMS allmoal
0D DalGBU00 @OHHUOYRI RIAN®ODIT aloeilajloyam). 2elE:o VGO HEOMO
eilend MEWHS MSENHILIHOD AIRVOMIORBW]o (B)DAIBB2WOSV)0 (WO
MB006MEBBSIO3 B D NITWAIVIO}AN). HANJo MAMOS TVBWIOS NSM]
TLERIMAIAIEMIS)0 aldMVald0lo @REIAIMBY HA(@IGa|0eIICMONIBEN)0 6Nlao).
00QIGlH:3H0)0 MVMIMTOBEN)0 HOBAURMABIMMBS NIMWAL0 B)SOVAW)YRI6N).

engloyano allmwanoe allewemiane MVa0IMBIGIW)o (a03@OMO Klaillmalnoe
@CGAOODIM (Ic@ Yo allgeas] ¢uooElaflo)am al)emEBS6M. ABSIAUA GPEF
A0 ‘M0LI0ITHEE TVUEJUIM oM afllcwarlaflajloyameajoio ‘ailvoyevmo
@l@d WITLoEM’  (af)®an.3:9) af)aN) AVIVO HO)PIV alDELRaS @ln0OWE |0
PEIW)o ®HMAMHIN HAINYAWIV|BHO)®I® (TV#,1.22:6) BOAIIEOMEj0OLIW)0
Qllmeq|S}a10mio 2YBBAOO MOMEHIU AIRIWAIO)0 MNIaO)ROM R0V &)
@)QI0M)@06M @REGa00 MIELInI0Ye|SI0)M®). ‘@613 DD BOATVEMIS) dhI6Mla
$00)6eMIOTIM}0 AllLINO®T D)0 MM BS0 ERBOMAL...." (QElaIo] 32:10)
a)aM a3 @OEHRMIM DNROWINYAM 2{l0H @OV MER)OS WOCHHIEN]
208 O®EWoanlEana allmoailm)e 2MRIVIV)M®. ®eM ))aled ®ILial
oyano MIBERUAN0 BRMMVEa] (alQIBTMIE)AOMI0 MIAOIROMAN0 @RYBOANC
@REZAOOTIM) MMTB)AI0M)@OWV0)IN) 208 H@EWOIGRIMS afllmoailong (voaD.

Rlallmenglmyomlm)o af)SlVAUEDIS)o aflPEE80S)0 BOM)Gal0)M@IM)o
@EZn00 (o IB® o (VRUlaflo)I). @I0)AILI0 0)aI®W)OS @RYoRe D@3 a)NOHO
HIODIE3 2o(@g), M)QIlEUaH GaleIvleno AZOMAVOINO Uo)(Ud)aHWe)o @REGA00
(V0L ©218EMIVIE}AM). AVDAOAWIG3 2 I10GUIAITIBBlEOe|S10aNAI0) @RAI
VOVM)EAIN2{lO)MAIO)ROVWAIOIHS TVAaOBBSIGLISE 06EBEIN2T) GRAIOOW)o
¢l MIEMa0EH)FOVAWOW TVEIG)IFOVAVIGEISE &:)FlOHO6NE)QI0)QI03
@RERa00 (aIC®Ydho (V0RUlflo}aM). @O TVa0IV]Hd:B)o MVAOHHIBIBHS)D0W
@aIno MAlenM@eno @REGa00 (aIG®Ydho MILIaI0Ie|Slo)aM).

208 ®®EWIanlGRINay al®oailead RMMOTWIHMW WEMIONO ORGR)6NIl
el aoemomled alRR)emileillwio BaMlajaImlElee)am ABGUOMICS 85-00
al)M3060H> AUIQaH]H @RYGALINAUEBUS (5H2THO1H0)AUIMBS M)A I 2I)AOE]
@GEGa00 MGMM2)AUSEODIV T@0)AILld GRG0} IOTHS B0E2M3q{lena]slal
SN} )TN OOBAUADIOMW (alCMId IOV M?Bs @16lajolwoo.
@RGALIAUEBSR)OS MGGl a)N3060H) UBlM3a ]l HOBAUGRITVM @RA 2] enilatal
20@ VADMICWIT HA(@ICAPEIITMO @al  MYatOlHe) W0 HENIMIBailasy]
(103N E9)H VYo H210® @0)MLInNEODING AGHILIHEMMD)0 &h)S)@ T3
@RAMNAICMIW]GBlB6)MN).

OWIMIROMIBAOMOI® 208 OdMEWIaNIGeIdM allmoallenss aeIso
T 01woml HEOmoeNsnd MVEW s allwlayd @IOJAILID @RMI0)aI® W K6
MVOLIBYRIW af)LI0 BRM)(WNaOEBBUBHN}0 MMB:UWBEN)0 HABAGMIM) MZlalo®do.
AEMIEURIBHMIW 208 H@EWIaLIERII G0)camIW)es RIANMRO®YE: M6

140



Post Centenary Silver Jubilee of the birth of Mar Theophilos

101200 El000EMNIDWAN0 (alGaldBMANAIMRHHS. ®)SBIMYo QB allmoailead
@MY(Waoaljo MIBRIW MOELYTLOANe MA)HE WIalleedo.

GRO® OSBRIV aldlud)EL HMNYHACIVOWIORBW)o, @Tacaxj(rﬁ@@oel
V20 ODOFW)0, AluBlat}do MEMES @AW R0BEOMILR0 Y)Ta00WHSWV)0,
aud» el ailud)RLO)OSW)0 (AIDBMOMG:SIC3 MO, @Y.

630l MEBHB aFAIHOW)o MVAYELAIW] GRM)(NaslBNS.
o)am,

&AOMo0ilad MeBs)ns allmI® oYUyl

_+Bryelioscloom “Ef“[‘”g-)\_

 snicavellcoa @331moud @lalay
2eIH:0 MVOIVIM] &EEMLIENI TVRW)AS

20-5-2015 } coRAd @RAafeilata]-:$0c®oellend enioal.
HOCMOLNEHH] HTLMA

algo, @®O}AIMAMal)0o.

(’rujdggmzomom) AMEBEIOS allmocal..

N.B.: @v msweenimo @rS)Om)QI0)M a00w00$al MARS af)eld aIssleglano, aloHm 6o (BB
Sleljo, @YOIWMO BB(MBBBSIEN0 Afl. &)BNIMAGELY AUOVICHNENB@IE.

141



Pastoral Letters

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
from the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings to the Metropolitan-Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corespiscopoi,
Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No.CPL 3/2015

Praise be to the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

The Post Centenary Silver Jubilee (125" year) of the birth
of Jacob Mar Theophilos of venerable memory

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Priests, Deacons,
Religious and the beloved Faithful in Christ!

Prayerful greetings and blessings of the Easter season!

On 27 June 2015, we celebrate the 59th Feast of Commemoration of
the saintly Metropolitan Yakob Mar Theophhilos, the first Metropolitan of the
Eparchy of Tiruvalla, who in devotion to God and in zeal, toiled for the
formation and growth of the Reunion Movement, as the right-hand man of the
Servant of God Metropolitan Mar Ivanios, in the Post Centenary Silver Jubilee
Year of his birth. The ‘Kochuthirumeni’ who was known as the ‘Angel-like
Bishop’ was accepted and revered as a saint. The counsel, prayer and tapas of
Bishop Mar Theophilos were a strong support for Metropolitan Archbishop
Geevarghese Mar Ivanios to fashion and nurture the Bethany Sanyasa
Movements, the Malankara Reunion Movement and the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Hierarchy. May the Post Centenary Silver Jubilee Year of the birth
and the Feast of Commemoration of the venerable Prelate who by the sanctity
of his life illumined the face of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church be an
occasion to imbibe the virtues that shone forth in him and to give thanks to
God!

Bishop Yakob Mar Theophilos was born on Thursday, 26 February
1981, as the first-born son of Mr Abraham Tharakan and Ms Achamma of
Olassa Kalapurackal family, an offshoot of Cherppunkal Mattathil Family. On
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Monday, 16 March 1891, at the Church of Kallunkathara Rev. Fr Ouseph
Chalassery baptised and anointed the child with Holy Myron giving him the
name Yakob. Rev. Fr Mathutharakan Kalapurackal was the Godfather. He
learned the alphabets from the nearby Asankalari. For elementary education
he was sent to the Primary School Olassa. He continued his education at the
MD Seminary Kottayam. He was appointed a teacher in his alma mater MD
Seminary from where he meritoriously completed matriculation. He, who was
a model of devotion to God, character, punctuality and teaching skills, was
pleasing to all and revered by them. At that time, he lived with Fr P.T.
Geevarghese Panickaruveettil, who was the Principal of MD Seminary.

Considering the special interest and request of the parishioners of
Olassa, Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Divannasios Vattasseril ordained Yakob
a Deacon. Thereafter, he continued teaching in MD Seminary and the formation
to priesthood under MA Achan. At that time, for the uplift of the Malankara
Nazrani Community, MA Achan decided to accept the invitation to be a
Professor in Serampore College. MA Achan decided to resign from the post of
the Principal of MD Seminary and accepted the professorship in Serampore
College as it would pave the way to educate some Priests and Deacons there.
Deacon Yakob who knew the mind of MA Achan, his Guru, gave up teaching
at MD Seminary and went to Serampore. He passed Intermediate from the
Serampore College and joined the Honours’ stream. While at Serampore College
as a Professor, MA Achan, gathered together the Deacons interested in sanyasa
and began to lead a monastic life and prepared for founding an Ashram. When
MA Achan resigned from Serampore College and returned to his native place
for establishing the Ashram, Deacon Yakob also discontinued his studies for
Honours and came back to join the Ashram together with the Guru. Deacon
Yakob was with Fr PT Geevarghese in erecting the Ashram, in codifying its
rules and to undergo formation to initiate the Bethany Ashram Movement.
Deacon Yakob who continued his priestly formation again was ordained Priest
in 1924. The Superior of the Ashram appointed him the first Guru of the Ashram.
On 27 December 1927 Fr Yakob made the mahatvrita (solemn vows) and
became a Ramban. The Holy Synod of the Malankara Orthodox Church
convoked on 19 December 1928 decided to ordain Rt Rev. Ramban Yakob as
the Episcopo of Bethany and on 14 February 1929 His Holiness Geevarghese
Baselios I Catholicos ordained him Bishop with the name Theophilos.
Thereafter, Mar Ivanios, the Metropolitan of Bethany entrusted him the
(supervision of) Bethany Churches. He exercised this ministry residing at the
Bethany Bishop’s House at Tiruvalla.
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On 20 September 1930, at the Bishop’s House in Kollam, together
with Metropolitan Mar Ivanios, Bishop Mar Theophilos also reunited and came
into communion with the Universal Catholic Church. The canonical provision
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Hierarchy was done on 11 June 1932. On
Monday, 6 November 1933 the Eparchy of Tiruvalla came into existence
canonically. Bishop Yakob Mar Theophilos was enthroned as its first Bishop.
He began the administration of the Eparchy residing at the rented house
‘Kuzhiyil Veedu’ situated at the east of St John’s Metropolitan Cathedral and
belonging to Kuttan Pilla, a Hindu friend. Indeed! A true disciple of Jesus the
Lord who was born in a manger, who slept on the way side, who travelled by
the boat of Peter, who died on the wooden cross erected between heaven and
earth and who was buried in a sepulchre that belonged to someone! The ministry
of the Gospel of Reunion that began in a rented house, without an inch of land
or a saving of a Rupee began to produce fruits of thirty, sixty and hundred fold.
The Lord made Bishop Mar Theophilos, ‘his devotee’ an instrument, to lay
firm foundation for the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church in Central
Travancore. Thousands got converted and received the Gospel and reunited
and came into communion with the Universal Church. The foresight he had
and the leadership he gave to erect parishes and to establish churches for them,
to make the service of priests available to them, to construct the administrative
centre for the Eparchy, to make canonical provisions in accordance with Canon
Law, to codify the statutes of Eparchial administration, to establish ashrams,
to form the ‘Viswasasakshyasangham’ the association of the Laity for the
formation of missionaries, a precursor of today’s MCA, etc. are part of history.
Even though his health condition did not permit him to give a long spell of
leadership, the land where the present St John’s Metropolitan Cathedral is
situated, the first Cathedral, the land where the Pushpagiri Medical College
and other institutions are situated, the Cherupushpagiri, the Bishop’s House
and the Minor Seminary for priestly formation, the land where the Bethany
Ashram Tiruvalla is now situated and the Holy Redeemer’s Monastery
constructed there, the churches at Thottabhagam, Vennikulam and Ayroor with
sufficient land and other conveniences that can hold the number of faithful
that increased manifold times thereafter, the St Joseph’s Printing House
Tiruvalla still hold in limelight the era of his ministry. The life of discipline
and order of prayer and tapas that he led as he withdrew from active ministry
due to ill health is a spiritual source for the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
even today. The ‘Angel-like Bishop’ went to his eternal abode on Wednesday,
27 June 1956. His mortal remains were entombed in St John’s Cathedral
Tiruvalla. Then on, many pilgrimage to his tomb and receive blessings. I am
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happy to testify my personal experience that his intercessory power is strong.

Self-sanctification and the renewal of the Church were the aims of
Bishop Mar Theophilos who followed his Guru Metropolitan Mar Ivanios like
a shadow. He aspired to stay always close to Mar Ivanios, his Guru. When
Mar Ivanios resigned as Principal of MD Seminary Mar Theophilos gave up
teaching and followed Mar Ivanios to Serampore; when Mar Ivanios returned
to the native place giving up professorship in Serampore Mar Theophilos
followed him giving up his studies for Honours; when Mar Ivanios went to
Perunadu to found Bethany Ashram Mar Theophilos followed him; when Mar
Ivanios came off Mundanmala planning reunion with the Catholic Church
seeking ecclesial perfection they were together; together they proceeded to
Bishop’s House Kollam; on establishing the Hierarchy of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church, he was with Mar Ivanios as Suffragan Bishop. Mar Theophilos
had as much relationship, devotion and obedience to Mar Ivanios as Apostle
Mar Thomas, who said, “Let us go and die with him” (Jn 11:16), had towards
his Guru.

Mar Theophilos was committed to serve under the pastoral leadership
of Metropolitan Mar Ivanios and in accordance with the traditions of the Eastern
Churches when the Malankara Syrian Catholic Hierarchy was established with
the Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the Eparchy of Tiruvalla. His wish was to
lead the ecclesial unit committed to his care according to the vision of Mar
Ivanios, the learned theologian and prophet of his time. In the liturgy of priestly
ordination in the Malankara Church, the celebrant gives a counsel to the
candidate: “... with them, you shall hold on to the High Priest, the Pope of
Rome, the successor and representative of Peter, the Head of the Apostles and
to me.” Mar Theophilos in his life followed literally this counsel. This
relationship was the root cause of the growth and success of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church at its beginning. Today too, the strength of our Church
is the strong bond of relationship and communion with the Father and Head of
our Church and among the Most Reverend Metropolitans, Reverend Priests,
Religious and the People of God.

The virtues of simplicity, humility, obedience, mercy and prayer life
shone forth in Mar Theophilos. Even when others considered him ‘Angel-
like’, Mar Theophilos, like St Paul the Apostle, who considered him as the
“very least of all the saints” (Eph 3:8) and like David who considered himself
as insignificant (Psalms 22:6) humbled himself and respected others as greater
than him. Bishop Yakob Mar Theophilos had in his life the same thought of
our ancestor Jacob, “I am not worthy of the least of the steadfast love and all

145



Pastoral Letters & Circulars

the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant” (Gen 32:10). Mar
Theophilos always acted according to the will and direction of his Guru and
gave respect to him.

He specially took care to be simple and to be in solidarity with the poor
and the least. From the inception of the Eparchy of Tiruvalla he gave emphasis
not only to reunion but also to the preaching of the Gospel and the service of
conversion. He was vigilant to go down to the marginalised and the oppressed
of the society and cared to commune them with the Church, a communion in
the love of Christ. He took care to appoint them as his helpers and collaborators.

It is divine providence that the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, which Mar
Theophilos planted and watered, is hosting the 85™ Reunion Anniversary
Celebrations in the year in which we celebrate the Post Centenary Silver Jubilee
of his birth and the Diamond Jubilee of his death. It is very meaningful that the
main venue of the celebration is the soil of Thirumoolapuram, where
Metropolitan-Archbishop Mar Ivanios did tapas and prayed with tears.

We shall be grateful to God for all the blessings He showered upon the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, especially on the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
through Bishop Mar Theophilos of venerable memory. May the example of
the life of the saintly Mar Theophilos give us a living directive and inspiration!
We shall continue to take refuge in the blessings and intercession of our beloved
father in faith Mar Theophilos.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord
Sd/-
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
20.05.2015
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

Our Father in heaven...

NB: Read this pastoral letter on the forthcoming Sunday during the Holy Qurbono in all our
parishes, mission centres and centres of worship
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS

Major Archbishop-Catholicos Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

02.01.2015
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Circular

Catholicos Day 2015

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

Our Church, raised to the Major Archiepiscopal status on 10 January
2005, is celebrating the Tenth Catholicos Day on Sunday, 1 February 2015. On
this occasion we thank the Lord for the abundant blessings he showered on
our Church in the past years in general and the last ten years in particular. The
service of the Holy Episcopal Synod, the Malankara Catholic Assembly
convoked in the year 2011, the administrative and apostolic activities
coordinated through the Major Archiepiscopal Curia that functions as the nerve
centre of our Church, the activities of the various associations, the sacrificial
commitment of the clergy, the religious and the laity were pleasing to God.
The inclusion of the Catholicos, the Father and the Head of our Church in the
College of Cardinals of the Universal Church in the year 2012 was another
divine assignment this Church received. The Suvisesha Sangham getting formed
in our Church gives vigour to the Church based on the Word of God and the
liturgy. At the same time, a total examination of our conscience will reveal our
shortcomings and help us to correct them. It is also an occasion to be aware of
and to correct the diminishing interest to build up a spiritual life founded on
the Word of God and liturgy strengthened by lent, fasting, penance and prayer,
the fall in vocations to priesthood and religious life, the spiritual sloth that has
crept into family life and the lure to luxuries of life.

We observe the Catholicos Day in communion with the Universal
Church. I bring to your particular attention two important calls of the Universal
Catholic Church: they are the calls to the renewal of the family life and the
consecrated life.

The Extraordinary Synod convoked in October 2014 by the Holy Father
150



On Catholicos Day

Pope Francis reflected on the renewal of the family. The Synod analysed the
challenges faced by the family in today’s socio-cultural context. Individualism,
loneliness experienced by individuals due to the lack of consciousness of the
presence of God in life, sexual life outside of marriage, increasing number of
divorces, sexual abuse of children etc. are the challenges that rise against family
life. In this milieu the Synod invites everyone to see marriage and family life
focused on Christ in the context of the divine salvific plan. Focused on Jesus
Christ we have to view the indissolubility of marriage and the mutual sharing
of love of the couples. Then we can appreciate the truth and beauty of marriage.
The purpose of the pastoral service of the Church is to make available the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to the broken families. The Synod adjourned
with the call to study the ways and means to accompany the married couple, to
raise non-sacramental marriages to the status of the sacrament and to include
the separated, divorced, remarried, homosexuals and lesbians into the pastoral
attention of the Church.

In this context, the message of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios to families is very pertinent: “You be proud of being a Catholic. May
the sanctity of your life and good examples be a lamp to the path of a non-
Catholic! Reflect in you the loving Lord Jesus the Messiah. Try persistently
that each one will transform oneself into another Messiah... Beloved children!
May each of your families be like the Holy Family of Nazareth, the unfailing
abode of grace, peace and prosperity!” (Archbishop Mar Ivanios, “The Last
Message”, 1952, page 14).

In the background of the call for the renewal of family life, Holy Father
Pope Francis has proclaimed the Year of Consecrated Life in the Church
beginning from 21 November 2014 to 2 February 2016. Through the common
pastoral letter of 11 November 2014, I invited the faithful of our Church to the
observance of the Year of Consecrated Life. The Year was formally inaugurated
in our Church on 30 November 2014. As in the Universal Church, in the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church also, the religious communities play an essential
role in the spiritual and service sectors of our Church. Through the renewal of
the family life and consecrated life, the Church envisages the renewal of two
states of life; they are mutually complimentary. As all sectors of ecclesial life,
the communities of consecrated life also share the anxieties of family life. For
an individual brought up in a culture of luxury without ever tasting the sweetness
of sacrifices, the components of religious life are annoying. This is the chief
reason for the fall of vocations today. Familial relationships are in disorder.
There is decrease in the number of parents who would like to send their children
to the service of God. Vocations are born in the family when parents begin to
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live according to the evangelical values. Hence the renewal of family life is
also an aim of the Year of Consecrated Life. As we celebrate the Catholicos
Day, let us pledge ourselves to commit to the timely renewal of family life and
religious life.

It is on the Catholicos Day that we give generous offerings to nurture
the service of our Church in union with the Universal Church. Last year our
eparchies, exarchate, extraterritorial regions, religious congregations and
institutions participated in giving offerings on the Catholicos Day for the
common needs of our Church. According to my special appeal the religious
congregations gave their contributions on the Catholicos Day. I express gratitude
to them. It is observed that the institutions of our Church have to participate
with commitment in giving offerings on the Catholicos Day. I invite the
individuals, parishes, eparchies, religious congregations and all institutions to
participate in this year’s Catholicos Day offerings with deeper love for the
Church and generosity.

The parish priests shall, through their homilies on the Catholicos Day,
teach the people to grow in greater ecclesial awareness. In all our parishes and
institutions the Catholicate Flag shall be hoisted and the Catholicos’ Day pledge
made.

I pray God to shower upon every one of you his mercy and blessings,

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
' Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
02.01.2015
Catholicate Centre,
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B.: This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during
the Holy Qurbono on Sunday, 1 February 2015.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MCCL Day 2015

Message From the Chairman,
Synodal Commission for Faith Formation

Dear Reverend Fathers, Religious, Brothers and Sisters,

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is celebrating on 8 February 2015,
the Sunday following the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord in the Temple
(Mayaltho), as the day of its children's organization, the Malankara Catholic
Children's League (MCCL). The Church recognizes the truth that the future of
our Church is in its children. Therefore, the Church gives great importance to
the faith formation of the children and their Christian personality formation. It
is the desire and the dream of the Church that our children grow up like Child
Jesus, “who increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour”
(Lk 3:52). This is the aim of the MCCL, the organization of the children of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

The decision to form the MCCL is significant in the history of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. By the decree of His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis Catholicos, the Father and Head of our Church, the MCCL was
established on 20 September 2010. It was decided that all the organizations of
the children in our various eparchies known under different names shall be
integrated under the banner of the MCCL. The Church envisages the MCA for
the adults, the MCYM for the youth and the MCCL for the children as the
three statuses in the tri-level existence of the Church. As the MCA and the
MCYM have their own byelaws and activities, so also the MCCL has an
approved byelaw and organizational setup.

What is the MCCL? What is the relevance of this organization? What are
its aims and activities? These questions are usually asked. The MCCL is an
organizational communion of all the children who are in faith formation in the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. When the Sunday School shares the academic
aspects in faith formation, the MCCL focuses on the practical formation in
faith. Therefore, the MCCL gives stress to the practical and ecclesial faith
formation of the children. Together with the lessons in catechism, it involves
the study on the Biblical personalities, the knowledge about those who took
up the challenge of true faith and lived it in their daily circumstances of life,
study on the great personalities of saints and martyrs in the history of the Church,
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formation for the holistic personality development and good of children,
activities for the moral and spiritual formation of children, training for Christian
life founded on the Gospel values and the Church, social activities that inspire
commitment founded on the social teachings of the Church, the nurturing of
the talents of arts and culture inherent in children and equipping children to
discern the endless potentials and lurking dangers of modern information
technology that brings about revolutionary changes. God and faith are estranged
from daily life in the modern circumstances of the world that undergoes too
much secularization. It is the need of the time that, in an increasing circumstance
of dangerous teachings, movements and perceptions that stress only the personal
dimension of faith excluding the Church, ecclesial communion and tradition,
we open new ways of handing down our ecclesial faith through the movement
of the MCCL.

As the two sides of a coin, the curriculum of the catechism and the activities
of the MCCL are to be considered complimentary. This is the reason why the
activities of the MCCL are brought under the purview of the Synodal
Commission for Faith Formation at the ecclesial and eparchial levels. Every
year an assembly of the children at the ecclesial level is held at the Reunion
Day celebrations.

Therefore the units of the MCCL are to be formed and made lively in all
parishes and mission centres. The leadership of the Archieparchial/Eparchial
Directors and Parish Priests are solicited towards this. The united efforts of
the Headmasters and Teachers of the Sunday School and the parents are essential
for the fruitful running of the MCCL.

The provisional byelaw of the MCCL approved by the Holy Episcopal
Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church shall be made available at all
Archieparchial/Eparchial centres. Hope that all will endeavour to celebrate
well the MCCL Day in all parishes and will try to convince the faithful,
especially the children, of the need of the movement. You shall plan the
celebration of the Holy Qurbono, meetings, common study forums, the
programmes of the children, etc. on that day. MCCL posters are prepared for
all parishes.

In the name of the Church, I thank everyone who is painstakingly engaged
in the ministry for the children. I request the prayerful cooperation of all.

Yours lovingly in Jesus Christ,

sd/-
27.01.2015 ¥ Philipos Mar Stephanos
Catholicate Centre, Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation

Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

NB. This Circular shall be read on 8 February 2015, the MCCL Day, during the Holy Qurbono
in all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Message on the Laity Day 2015
by Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Laity

Rev. Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord!

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church observes the Sunday, 3 May as
Laity Day this year. This day on which we appreciate and value the personality,
vocation, mission etc of the Laity we offer all the Lay Faithful and their
intentions before God. May the Risen Lord bless the Lay Brethren abundantly!

The designation of lay person is applied to the Christian Faithful who
are neither in sacred orders, nor ascribed in the religious state. By their special
call they are obliged to deal with and regulate temporal order in conformity
with the will of God. This goal is achieved when each Lay Faithful is convinced
that the Laity themselves is the Church. It shall not be forgotten that there are
missions that can only be accomplished by the Laity. The Laity ought to be
prepared to produce much spiritual fruits led by the Holy Spirit. Because,
when led by the Holy Spirit, they fulfill their family life and their daily
obligations, they become an acceptable spiritual altar. Thus, the Laity,
sanctifying the realms of their life, offers the world to God as true worshippers.

The Lay People participate in the royal priesthood of Christ. Christ
drawing all people to him, through his death and resurrection, exercises the
royal priesthood (John 12:32). Christ, the King and Lord of the universe
humbled himself as a servant. He came “not to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many” (Mt 20:28). Similarly, when the Laity leads
a life with Christ, according to their call to serve others, they realize their royal
priesthood.

The Church is the People of God. At all times and in every human
race, any one, who fears God and does justice, is acceptable to God. God
willed to sanctify and redeem the humankind. He did it not as individuals
without any bond or link between them. He wished to gather together a people
who know, accept and serve him in holiness. For this, he chose the race of
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Israel as his people and prepared them step by step and made a covenant with
them. All these were a pre-figuration and preparation for the new and perfect
covenant to be founded on Christ ratified in His blood. In order to unite all the
people, He gathered them up. Thus they became “a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people” (1 Peter 2:9). They are born of
water and Spirit. That is, one becomes a member of the People of God through
faith in Christ and baptism. It is a mission that each person in the Church
undertakes through baptism, to be the salt of the earth and the light of the
world.

The Laity Day reminds us that the share of the Laity in the growth of
the Church is immense. It is doubtless that through proper formation the role
of the Laity in the Church can be enhanced more than ever. It would be a great
achievement if we can encourage a spiritual fervor in the Laity on ecclesial
matters. In the context of the persecution of thousands of Christians worldwide
and in India itself, the Laity, who are aware that the mission of the Church is
their mission, can do quite a lot. In the circumstances where the Priests and
Religious cannot enter, the Laity can go in fast with the Good News of Christ.
The indifference of the Laity is a cause, if the world does not sufficiently succeed
to accept the Christian spirit. In the rapid pursuit to gain cultural and economic
progress, the modern world disregard many values. The Christians are also
tempted to adopt an outlook devoid of social justice, mutual affection and
selfless service.

It is the duty of every Christian to follow the command of Our Lord
Jesus Christ to preach the Gospel all throughout the world. Our Lay Brethren,
knowing their place and dignity in the Church, should try to translate Christ
into their life and share the same with others. If the existence of the Church is
to become meaningful, every Lay Faithful should understand this obligation
which touches the very essence of the Christian vocation and become active.

I appreciate all the Lay Faithful who are actively engaged in various
mission fields. With persistent vigilance may all Lay Brethren become alive in
the various missionary and pastoral fields, such as reunion, evangelization and
works of mercy and charity of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. May you
be encouraged and inspired by the enthusiasm and passion of the dedicated
Laity of the initial stages of the Reunion. May you be instilled with vigour to
work against social evils, such as corruption, alcoholism etc.

We are in the blessed season of the glorious resurrection of Our Lord.
We received the news of the ecclesial and historic canonical provisions for the
Extraterritorial Regions of our Church in India. His Holiness Pope Francis
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erected the Eparchy of Gurgaon and the Exarchate of Khadki-Pune in
recognition of our ecclesial activities. At the source of the new canonical
provisions lies the continuous, untiring hard work of our Lay Brethren. It is
praiseworthy that while living the life of migrants, the sons and daughters of
our Church endeavoured to safeguard and uphold our true faith. To a great
measure, the Lay Faithful have to bear on their shoulders this new missionary
apostolate. With a grateful heart, we shall accept this new empowerment.

The Laity Day is the common celebration of the Laity of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. The associations of the Laity, such as the MCA,
Mathrusangham, Pithrusangham, Vincent de Paul, Legion of Mary etc shall
observe together this day. I earnestly appreciate the contribution, support and
participation of the Laity Associations in the growth of the Church and in the
progress of the society at large.

The offering of the Holy Qurbono of the Laity Day is for the ministry
of the Laity of our Church. Therefore, I urge everyone to contribute whole
heartedly to the offerings on the Laity Day. According to the particular canon
601 of our Church, the so offered contribution shall be collected by the
respective parish priests and forwarded to the Finance Officers of the Eparchies
and the Exarchates. The Finance Officers shall then be responsible to send it
to the Finance Officer of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

May St. Joseph, the Heavenly Patron of all Laity Associations, support
us and pray for us!

sd/-

¥ Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
Bishop of Mavelikara

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
Easter 2015

N.B. :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during
the Holy Qurbono on Sunday, 3 February 2013.

164



THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS

h ; ) Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

Prot No CCL 2/2015

avRaN LI

9HEABIIVAS M@ WHVAIMICWINT ail®niload
62-00 300MN6]0}aANIUB

@REIUMY all®IEHMOEO, AIMBY GO0l EHHIa0REO, OMID2 OGO, NIad). HOQIG]
GO, HUIIROUDMOCO, MMM EO, HATMOAN® (ol ailvolmile:cs!

@RUOMWHS B0BEAAI0 alSGIM ALIB:EOV TVLAOWIMOTIOG MERODEMIW
eIomIcelss MWla], ‘al)MOO0Y HAMM allemialsl o®Sla] 66BAURITVM M0A3
DDVAMICWONS HA(@OGPENOmOIWHS 62-00 BOGAVOA]O)ANIUD 2015 R)OOEI
15-00 1M, NYWMIFal, TVBIMEIODIGI @) 21B1H6)BHWEM. R)OOEI 1 M)DGDD
15 QAIOO AUBIDO®OMW B6nIOISo MAID] §21QYAN algo HAVAF ¢TI BOIW
eflad allalweaEBsIw EREVIWY UdY(U0)HUHSILNHSWIM) DD BB |0JANIU3
@R ErenaHlen M. alowlesomleeal Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace-oa3
(Il ad BR@M® HABEIMOWB arlgd SABIVEM @1}EAM] DD AIGAUEOIN
308226a|0)MOSIT3 MO ISOGNSIVWOV] 2 IEHS)EN)MMIOHEMAN Aflaldo MVEIMI
oaHal)BAlo aFAIGOW)o MM @RAIWIEH)aM).

AIBall®oalload agganoe alell® @RWa0Ao (A@GNMAOWID}AN) BIOMO
291010 MV)ANEWAUACTIVEO)H ) MSSO). @Y AULNW BRYWDAOCHIOAG BOEGMI
M @RMYAUBO MBS MDEa|0U8 MVoRIRIMIWVT af)M alOWIGMIOUS @) al)eyal
ol®eag Bldeeiarfle:Hemo MVIBYO HYalCWINS BROV1B:A1HNMIOAUMDIOHZ @RS
WOBMOM. HHBGAIBIATVHMR AflKd)ELAIB MIABHOEM MSalSIHU8 MSHNAN CAIS
VGBODOHAN @Y BaOIMBOAUNA TVIaTMo MVIBHUID B BlBHNA|S) a) MGG TVE
COHO MVEMMIHIHN)IM). WEO®E0 allu)RLAIY @Y RN IVISUIOTIOMY
mle1e oM a0l M2)es am avlalo #HoalRaM @M. TVIAN AW @ER)o
@RWIOM]2))6MBIEHIQ TVMIGM)o OCald:Hla] M)EMBMRLI BOBYAIM QMY almo
ailem @LnJ(zﬂgﬁ%@” LNOMMIMEBBERBI, WMEAD m%o&@m@ ©60B0I0EIM6 1Y
2)88 @YARSBO)0 AMAVILINEG)M @M. @PRO)AMOILNEMISI88 MMV ®YLIN0W
TemMano @y cINIAEIMITE alGlaIMlaf). TV OO @YEYQHlH6)EMIOUB DO
@000 aBO0 anLlo alj0Ha]SIAEHPAT) @) WIN(AIROAIM AMIVIRNSEIVI)aM).
@O@OEM AT MIo @RMYEANEN)AM D MWBHBHSOWE0 @RSITLNIMo. Glvd
OMQIO® TVERICIHHOMBR EENIOWLEBBUE @PEZa00 BMSlOWS ). Bldelal]
SHHEAMCOMINS HIVL6BBUB 21QIMBB YDA BPGRANO VIV 1H:G1a)). DIl
WA MITIHN)aMN) @Y @om«u@wo(:sﬁosm@ @RORIV®. @Y oll®moal B0

165



Circulars

MeMaole] USAOI® @60 (allweals UGlarym 208 HMEWIANIERIMS afllmo
allom R@wemIomo 0R®Tenileilw)o, ®OMW BRMYWadT® allddwoal enim
WS 208 (1IENIBIEOMS allmoailond Rmuw®omidl @REPLIaHAlo Mo D
QIBaHo @1 21GlEN)AN) af)N® DD 62-00 BIBAO2|OJANIUB BRYCOLIVAUAOID &)S)
@3 WMYAOHHN)AN).

9OBAIRINVHM B0COMIV)IMIU 2LIHB0 ASHBOS G@RHOYIV emAaailend
@RAINVOREM. alBWI(@E000] Hald)Mosleal M)enrmMaeII@mIamo AISS1He)
@000, HOAHOVWAUMI(QN2OW] I ®)S6BEBYIM ®IBMNISHB VDIMSBN NG
@ olemiRloN®omoad alclagaoem. &)00el 1 2)®@ 15 A0 W88
BlamneEBsles MWLM af)2IoAI} @SN GMIMI GMIQ B03aRNA|0}MOSIM
$30)63B6Mo. TLRIDSHOSBEINAUDY0, GNIGMIIS)0, (UMMNHOBHEBIS)0 B)OS (AIOBD
M00)aflOI@3 aIBWI(MWITI l8)G2130M S032AI}AMOUB @PM)EBAIRIBHEMo.
(aIG®&sla] MODB:06M MSalSld8)0s BONMIW] GORA EPMIRBOTLMAMIG3 MS
BN BHIEMIM]H aloMo @RMIOG @RIRIALISOBIGE o) OMIVIGlee)aM DD
GQISWIT3 D MO0 MEIVBHEBIGOIV)DMO)HSW)o BIN@MMIAMN)o @PMINIOY
@06M. HHBAIBOTVM @03 MDANTIEWIM afll®moailond &lallmailvo)eslw)es
al0l280 @REME0 AHHUBHS COINTVDAILAN0, @RYUDIOMLANRWIOMTo)MIOAIM
@100 AB)ESIBIAOOEMAE BIGO0 QAUIBaHNo alBWI(@WENe B3OGEAGI)INO
glel)o aleehS)ee)an MOMORIG] AMMI OOV BREMEHOWIVEBBIONS MVLOITIWo.
@RUOIOTVOEMS] AIE)IMAIBHE AIMBYal®oalleng &miclso 60) MIMMIM®IO06M.
®13@MNOSM alBWO (@ W@ al)@EMAOWIo alOEHS}HHOMB TVOIW]HHO O AU
(aICDMYH0 MIDWONS)OM MVRWEN)GAUME] (a10BMOIEHIMOAM N0 @OG3al
Y90 ]S)aM).

2)BB0LIBBSIOHRICA 06! DD AUBaHAN0 af)o.MVL.EOSALag)o. TVEI NAIIWeS
@REIR)R I OMIG3 22)00el 10-00 D1, HAUSSIWOPal, HaIO)MOSIGIWIAM)0 (AIWIM
®1BMNISM IBWI(® G@RYOOEILH)MNMDIEM. HalD)MISIT WIIMSBS (AIWOM alld
@I(@WVIG3 DO}AUMMDal)0o AUSO B)PIQUM TVAWANO HHIMIO AlDB:SIBN)IMNDEN).
@10)a121001@BmIaN)o, 20caILNeHWITMIaM)0 20BTMIEM WEMMIAM)0 alBWO
(@& 9meoWolen)o. Wddad]l @(BIAVMEMIAIMIMN0, al}e6M - &
)& TMIREHHFIGIMIIN)0 BOOM@TIN 2 ROCINBH GH(BEBSIG MIAN)o A IBWI
(@B (alWOM alBVI(MEWIS B2l0)o. AYORIH: BO)BNECOMINS MIBMNOISMal’d
@O@WIB3 algh)EalOOM aBAUCOW)o MIEMAOGDMINS MVIONDo 2IQ)aN).

2062l 1-00 @1V @3 14-00 ®1V@IAIOO af)eld ElaITvale HeNIClE®o3
afluo)EL &BENIDMW)o AY BOJBHUVY(UD)aUB:B)o MSHE)ANMIEM. alG1ANEIEI
14-00 ®1OM] HOAUBIG) TVAWLO(AIBONMW)o HALIE) NI (alBdHleM GMNA2]
W)o MR0VAlEN)M@eM). B30326Ha]0)MNIU3 BlAITVAOW 15-00 MW MSHEN)IM
@RYCALIDAHNIW Qll. HIBGNIOMACWY DEIE:0 MVICIWIM] &GEMILIlENd aquv)ailecud
AHTVOLIOMING 6MBl0 NIDflOd HEOGHEAWal U0)(U0)H MSAMEA|SIANDIEM.
0D U0)(U0)aUBSIM3 af)LI0o MVENITMWIa] GRMY(Na00 (l0aflee)QIm nGAUOOW)o
TMIEMaOGCOMINS 6MIM @RYanIOMo 6).21Q)aM).

166



On Mar Ivanios Day

(anom@mileal allallw @18MNosM e BaBSlcIdes MIBMNISMo MSEMYAN
@RAIMO@MILINEM 6O DD MVBHN)LIQ MIEBBUBHE) ag)PIMIIMN@. MAMOS BOMY
0OR | OMIM)CAUNEIW)0 BOODTHINLI HO(BHTIMAUNVE 2)9}QUMoGAUMEIW)0 DRI
TV0IOMT BHEOMIENHH) TVEWED) CAUMEIW)o ldl. HOBAIAIMONNE MOELY
MO0 @REGAldH]a] aflallw anemimunelEBSIed (a108MH1EN)AIOM MVOUWlaj©) @MY
(02020 6O HOYM)AN). Qil. B0 )G@AVIOWIHS RMTVOLINIW Ailauy)
ailed men)es 2eIB:EaVEWIORI af)Rld TVMITV®AHN)ocME] &)em 17-0) ail.
&) BnIom @RGafla)) (1082 ))0H:06ME06m MO0 @IB@NISM WI(® @RYOoE]
2]@. o013 alG@l. 20@OAT (A IM§BUA|G @ROR)® HAWDT MGHIW HHBAI
IO MEMOS TVEWIHLI &)61I0106EBUBEN0 WIAIRMEBBUIHN)oGAINS] 22)6M3
18- afl. )dmniom@adaila)) (al0d@(la)). GRHENIS GV ®IBMNISMEH(3
20 enddleeal enialelsndwlod 19-00 @@ ail. &)BenIom @RAafla] MaMes
MEWIRLI af)LI0 H)S}0MNIBBUBHNCAIMNEID)0 (aIEC®Yd0 (alddmOla)). OeaIRl:
0)0S 2RLITVNMOW @RAMVIeAI ail. ¢RoM 2CdlY AlWOIMIWINS &ENICIE: O3
momes TRWIeal @)9)QIM8 69AUBE1E:A8N)cAMElW)o, H9AUB]E:AIBLOBEB:U3H6)
calnElo)o 21-00 @@ ail. &)BMIOMVABala] 6MIM (10B@AHES)HHWYENMBOWI.
@OV ALl TVEIMIHOBICPV)o BOMY(WDaOOBICPW]o @OMIEAIRD
oy MM @®IAGNISMHAAM TVEIDIHUECADINS FNOM ali)AUVEHOS! oY
aEloal 2elEo »HndealBaumlene GredelmEloal avamilmleeal ail. &)deniom
flelo ale®:S)0m GUoaHo RIOHEI @RYBLAIOOTIMGE GMOM MISITE NSEBIHW M)
M @o6m.

@RPER0IV HOBAIMIMWO MAMOS 21BN @THIM MBIV HOBAUBITVM 2O
DDVAOMIEWOTS HA@IGaPellomo @1)EAM] MEMOS ROWIMIEN; @RMY(Na0
@06M. QIBYaN®OQl HOBAUIM(@® @RYELYIGLIE: AEMALLIAHICLITEE) (al@atiCla]
80) aello 2flam: “9eBaIcITLaIMo DOMA0; HHBAITVMIIBMO BRMLTMAC” ag)IM@
omyo aell® B3mMaow]l Mm:Mes 2)Milcd M@BEOIM). BGRGIOM M?)H6)
9UB0:»IBH00; @ &lailendo. AIBYall®oalleng 62-00 B0B2E|0}ANOUY GRGIM
WBBOS aFAUCOWI0 TVA0IWIBNOS af)am) 6O (aI0BMOIB)aN).

630l MIE@BH8 aFAIGCOWIo TVAYELAIW] BRMY(NOILHHS.

og)am,
SHBOMOIG3 MBB8)OS QM1 U0)(U0)aHl

. -~ ‘f?ﬁwﬂw T o) .U;um ol
¥ snicaveilcoad ;ﬂ,ég‘lmouﬁ‘ S1a1av enioar
22180 TVIOIWIM] HECOMOIRIBHITVERW)HS
caRAd @RAajenilata]-&0E®oeNlEnI6MnINI0

21.06.2015
erdmilaeal ail. e aclw allwomlwes
®1B@NISMEH(BOEMI@3 Mlam)o.

N.B.: @m qvds9)eid @rs)om}aioyam anowod$al Momes af)elo alggleglelo, ollaUm cHH (B
@3gleno, @RYIWMI GB(BEBRSIAN0 Qil. B:)BNIOMAGRLY AVWIGHNENBMEN).

167



Circulars

THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

Prot No CCL 2/2015

Circular
62" Feast of Commemoration of Mar Ivanios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We celebrate, on 15 July 2015, at the ecclesial level, the 62™ Feast of
Commemoration of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, who led the
Malankara Church from the cloudy horizons of ecclesial life to the luminous
sky of peace through ‘reunion’. We prepare to celebrate this through various
spiritual services from 1 to 15 July at St. Mary’s Cathedral Pattom, where the
tomb of the Servant of God is situated. His Eminence Peter Cardinal Turkson,
the President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace in Vatican will be
present as chief guest at this year’s celebrations.

The greatest aspiration and prayer of Archbishop Mar Ivanios was to
proclaim the Good News all over the Indian subcontinent. The canonical
provision of all-India-jurisdiction bestowed upon our Church by the Holy See
signifies that God acknowledges the foresight of the great visionary. The Church
rejoices that the dream of Archbishop Mar Ivanios was realized at a time when
the canonical research work of the cause of canonization of the Servant of
God is nearing its final face. These are all confirmations that set a seal on his
saintly life. Any God-fearing person can easily discern that it is not status,
dignity or wealth which prompted the Archbishop to descend Mundanmala
leaving behind the hard earned material possessions. It is the love for the beloved
Lord that inflamed him. The Servant of God had realised that when he embraced
the truth, his sacrifices would bring forth more fruits. This is the source of all
the graces we enjoy today as a Church. He was impelled with convictions of a
journey in the right direction. He assimilated the strength to accomplish the
objectives with clear insight. Yet his spirituality surpasses all these. The
celebration of the 125" Birth Anniversary of his beloved disciple Bishop Mar
Theophilos and the celebration of the Birth Centenary of his venerable successor
Archbishop Mar Gregorios this year make the 62" Feast of Commemoration
of Archbishop Mar Ivanios more gracious.
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The Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God is a time of spiritual
awakening for the Malankara faithful. Those who join padayatra from
Mundanmala to the blessed tomb of the Servant of God breathe the fragrance
of the sanctity of his life. Let us all actively participate with fasting and
abstinence in the spiritual observances from 1 to 15 July in preparation to the
Feast of Commemoration of Mar Ivanios. Those who partake in the Mar Ivanios
Padayatra should transform the pilgrimage, through strict lent and
mortification, into an exemplary spiritual experience. Such sacrifices are
essential at this juncture, when the research and study for the Cause of
Canonizaton done in the Major Archdiocese is nearing its culmination.

The fragrance of the holy life of Archbishop Mar Ivanios translates into
healing and consolation for many. The presence of thousands, irrespective of
caste, creed and religion, participating in the padayatra and the commemoration
day validate this. The holy tomb of the Servant of God is a shore of solace for
those who are in search of consolation. I encourage those who cannot attend
the padayatra or the Holy Qurbono on the day of the Feast of Commemoration
in the Pattom Cathedral to earnestly pray for the Church with intense
mortifications.

Our main padayatra will begin on 10 July 2015 from Ranni-Perunadu
under the able leadership of the MCYM Central Secretariat. I will be personally
partaking in the whole main Padayatra from Pernadu to Trivandrum. At the
same time, there will be padayatras beginning from Tiruvalla, Mavelikkara
and Marthandom. The pilgrims from the Eparchy of Gurgaon-Delhi, the
Exarchate of Khadki-Pune and centres outside India will join the main
padayatra in due course. [ invite everyone to participate in the padayatra with
adequate preparation.

From 1 to 14 July, there will be Holy Qurbono and other preparatory services
in the tomb-chapel. On 14 July, solemn evening prayers and candle procession
will be conducted as usual. On 15 July, on the Day of the Commemoration, the
service of ‘laying-on-of-hands’ of the second batch of Malankara Catholic
Suviseshasangham will be done during the solemn Holy Qurbono. I urge
everyone to participate in all these divine services and receive the blessings.

I write this circular during a pilgrimage to the various pilgrim centres in
France. I consider this as an opportunity to pray at different holy places for our
mother land, the Church in India and the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
through the intercession of Mother Mary. 1 began my pilgrimage celebrating
the Holy Qurbono for the Religious of our Malankara Church on 17 June at
Lisieux, the birth place of St. Little Flower. I celebrated Holy Qurbono for the
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children and youth of our Church on 18 June in the church, where the Holy
Mother appeared and presented the miraculous medal. I prayed for all the
families in our Church celebrating the Holy Qurbono on 19 June at the universal
Marian Pilgrim Centre, the Basilica of Lourdes. I have offered all our Priests
and Seminarians to the intercession of St. John Vianney, the patron of the
Parish Priests in the Holy Qurbono on 21 June at the tomb of St. Vianney at
Ars. Let me share with you that the pilgrimage was a heavenly experience of
great spiritual joy and divine grace. [ will return home in the first week of July
after participating in the Malankara Convention in England and the Holy
Qurbono in Dublin in Ireland.

The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, who gave our history a deep
divine relationship, is a fortune and blessing for us. The thought “to earn God
is worthier than the service of God”, which he dedicated to heart of the
theologico-spiritual realm remains even today as a great vision. Let us imbibe
it and live it. [ pray that the 62" Feast of Commemoration of our beloved
Father in faith help you for that.

May God bless you all abundantly,
Your humble servant in the Lord,

Sd/-

* Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

21.06.2015
From Ars,

the Pilgrim Centre of St. John Maria Vianney

N.B. :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during

the Holy Qurbono on Sunday.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sunday School Day - 2015

Message
from the Chairman of the Synodal Commission
for Faith Formation

Dear Reverend Fathers, reverend Sisters, teachers, parents and beloved students,
Greetings to all in the name of the Triune God!

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church celebrates Sunday School Day on 2
August 2015. The catechism, the platform for the transmission of faith, is the
most important ministry in the Church. Itis the right and duty of the Church to
transmit meaningfully the dogmas, the liturgical traditions, the Word of God,
the sacraments, the moral values, the spiritual traditions and the social vision.
The Sunday School Day is an occasion to share the message of this divine
mission.

The modern age, in which change is fast and complex, the divine call to
transmit our faith is so challenging. This mission should be actualized through
a common activity which includes the teachers, parents, priests and religious
who are zealous in faith and have deep knowledge and commitment. Hence,
all our parishes should undertake all the activities of faith formation, the Sunday
school, as an important responsibility. The whole Church is urged to partake in
this ministry with great enthusiasm and divine grace.

We should continuously awaken and enlighten in all the students, teachers
and parents the importance of faith formation. The divine faith and the character
formation that goes with it are the greatest gifts and riches that can be handed
over to our coming generation. Let us try to inculcate this mission and
awareness. May the Sunday School Day of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
become an inspiring occasion to think and live as the children of God against
the world moved by the slavery and domination of materialism! As at the
apostolic times, the divine call for and duty of transmitting the faith shall be
kept up in our hearts as a prayer intention. May the various celebrations of the
Sunday School Day in the different Eparchies be a blessing!
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On Sunday School Day

It is a matter of joy that the departments of faith formation in all our
Eparchies are functioning effectively. I place on record the gratitude and
appreciation of the Church to all those who engage in this divine mission. |
urge all whole-heartedly to carry out the activities of faith formation more
fruitfully. Rev. Dr George Thomas Kochuvilayil, from the Major Archieparchy
of Trivandrum is appointed the Secretary to the Synodal Commission for Faith
Formation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The activities of the
Malankara Catholic Children’s League (MCCL), the practical platform and
the official association of the Sunday School shall be made active in all our
parishes. Rev. Fr Saji Arackal, from the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha, is working
as the Director of the MCCL.

This year also, at the anniversary celebrations of the Reunion, the ‘Sunday
School Students’ Sanghamam’ will be held at Tiruvalla. The students and
teachers should participate in the MCCL Sanghamam which begins at 9 am on
Sunday, 20 September 2015.

I am happy to inform you that the office for the Synodal Commission for
Faith Formation has started to function in our Major Archiepiscopal Curia at
the Catholicate Centre. The text books of catechism are available in the
Catholicate Centre.

I request all, your active participation, co-operation, encouragement and
prayer for the work of Sunday School and MCCL. Let us remember all who
taught us, especially the Servant of God Mar Ivanios, to be the children of
God. Let us pray for the grace of the Holy Spirit, the source of all divine
wisdom.

May God bless you abundantly!

Sd/-

% Philipose Mar Stephanos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation

25.07.2015
Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Thiruvananthapuram

N.B. :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during the
Holy Qurbono on Sunday, 2 August 2015.
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SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

YOUTH DAY 2015

Message from the Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos,
the Chairman of Synodal Commission for Youth
on the Occasion of the Malankara Catholic Youth Day 2015

“God has so adjusted the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior part,
that there may be no discord in the body, but that the members may have the
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together” (1Cor 12:25-26).

Dear Reverend Fathers, Reverend Sisters & my beloved young friends,

Youth Day celebrations every year help us to reflect on the role of the youth in
building up a just and humane society and invite the youth to get ready to face
the challenges ahead. The universal Church celebrates the feast of St. Francis
of Assisi on 4™ October, and we celebrate this day as Malankara Catholic Youth
Day. On this occasion, let me greet all of you, my dear young friends, with
great joy and hope. In a very special way, my greetings go to all our Reverend
Fathers, Sisters and lay volunteers involved in the youth ministry of our Church,
too.

The Malankara Catholic Church looks at her young people with great hope.
The Church recognizes that not only the future, but also the present of the
Church lies in their hands. Holy Father Pope Francis, in his concluding message
for the Sixth Asian Youth Day, clearly stated what the role of the young people
in the Church today is: “As young Christians, whether you are workers or
students, whether you have already begun a career or have answered the call to
marriage, religious life or the priesthood, you are not only a part of the future of
the Church; you are also a necessary and beloved part of the Church’s present!
You are the present of the Church.” We are a pilgrim people. Often in our
pilgrimage what matters is the goal. Though we move towards the ultimate
goal, we live entirely in the present. We are called to become witnesses of
Christ in the here and now of our existence.
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Instant Culture

A self-centered culture of instant gratification permeates the digitalized and
globalized society that we are living in, which we may rightly call, an ‘instant
culture’. With its arrival, the very concept of culture as the way of life of a
particular people of a particular area becomes anachronistic; together with it,
all the various aspects that serve as subsets of a culture, namely, language,
communication, courtesies, rituals, roles, customs, expected behaviors, values,
thoughts, manner of interaction, etc., too. The values of patience and persistence
are totally extraneous to this culture. Everything moves around the word “touch’.
Span of attention is limited to less than a few minutes, and concentration
becomes impossible. It enslaves us and makes us simply products out in the
market. Anything really human or divine is alien to it.

Without losing sight of the positive values of the diverse cultures in the world,
the young people must discern what is incompatible with Catholic faith and
identify and keep themselves away from the sinful and corrupt aspects of
contemporary culture. Pope Francis tells: ““You and your friends are filled with
the optimism, energy and good will which are so characteristic of this period
of life. Let Christ turn your natural optimism into Christian hope, your energy
into moral virtue, your good will into genuine self-sacrificing love! This is the
path you are called to take. This is the path to overcoming all that threatens
hope, virtue and love in your lives and in your culture. In this way your youth
will be a gift to Jesus and to the world” (Homily, Sixth Asian Youth Day).

Culture of Care

In order to live a meaningful life we need to move from an instant culture of
self-gratification to a culture of mutual care which only can build up a better
world. Holy Father Pope Francis, in his encyclical Laudato Si, calls us to commit
ourselves for the common good, to create a ‘culture of care’ and build an
ecological spirituality. In this respect, I wish to indicate four kinds of care we
must initiate.

1. Care for personal holiness

Jesus is not looking for more devotees; he needs missionary disciples. When
we are saved, we are saved from our heathen desires and practices and are
called to live a life of holiness. This call to holiness comes very early in St.
Peter’s first epistle in chapter 1, verses 14-16. As obedient children, do not be
conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you
is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; since it is written, ‘You shall be
holy, for  am holy.” In the Book of Leviticus, chapter 19, holiness is not merely
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symbolized by avoiding that which is declared to be ceremonially unclean.
Rather, it is defined in terms of respect for one’s parents (19:3), generosity
towards the poor (19:9-10), honesty (19:11), justice (19:11-18), and love for
one’s neighbour (19:17-18). Holiness encompasses the entire spectrum of
human conduct and all the laws God has laid down (ch. 20). Holiness is a way
of life that affects everything we do. It is a lifestyle, rather than mere conformity
to a list of rules. This lifestyle is nurtured through the Word of God, active
participation in the liturgical celebrations, sacramental life and other faith
practices.

2. Care for those who do not know Christ

In the apostolic exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, Pope Paul VI invited the
young people to become modern day evangelizers. “The split between the
Gospel and culture is without a doubt the drama of our time, just as it was of
other times. Therefore every effort must be made to ensure a full evangelization
of culture, or more correctly of cultures. They have to be regenerated by an
encounter with the Gospel” (EN20). Missionary dimension is a constitutive
element of the nature of the Church, and of every single Christian. Servant of
God Mar Ivanios, the pioneer of Re-Union movement, wanted to take the light
of Gospel to the whole of India. In order to fulfill his longing, now the door is
open to all of us. With the establishment of new ecclesiastical structures with
jurisdiction all over India, the Church is presenting before the young people a
difficult but essential task to become modern day evangelizers. Jesus’ greatest
command to proclaim the good news is still beckoning us: “Go, therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19). “Above all the Gospel must be
proclaimed by witness. Take a Christian or a handful of Christians who, in the
midst of their own community, show their capacity for understanding and
acceptance, their sharing of life and destiny with other people, their solidarity
with the efforts of all for whatever is noble and good. Let us suppose that, in
addition, they radiate in an altogether simple and unaffected way their faith in
values that go beyond current values, and their hope in something that is not
seen and that one would not dare to imagine” (EN21). Let us take Jesus’ call
into our heart and witness him in our words and deeds.

3. Care for the Poor and Needy

“He who oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is kind to the
needy honors him” (Proverbs 14: 31). Serving others and taking care of the
less fortunate must be part of our life. Holy Father Pope Francis has a
magnanimous heart towards the poor and sick people. It is possible also to
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encounter Christ through serving and taking care of the poor and the sick. God
can be seen in the face of our brothers and sisters, especially those who are
most forgotten: the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, strangers, the sick, and the
imprisoned (cf. Mt 25:31-46). Jesus said to the young man who wanted to
follow him: “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me (Mt 19:
21-22). If Jesus felt it important to give to the poor and take care of them, it is
important for us, too, if we want to truly follow Jesus as his disciples. As
committed disciples of Jesus Christ, our faith urges us to act and advocate for
the least ones among us.

4. Care for our Common Home

A dangerous warming of the climate system, water scarcity and loss of
biodiversity, decline of quality of human life are some of the threats the present
generation is confronting. Today the fertile land is surrounded by all kinds of
digital waste produced by the throw away culture. Our rich nature is exploited
by a very few for their selfish motives, and many are left empty handed. This
will definitely lead us to an unstable and uncertain future. Therefore, the care
for nature is of vital importance for humanity’s present and future. Looking at
these aspects of ecological crisis, the Holy Father in his encyclical Laudato Si,
addressing the whole world, considers how our care for our common home
impacts future generations. He calls for a profound interior conversion and to
live the present with concern for all and without prejudice towards coming
generations. He decided to celebrate the “World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation” every year on 1 September to encourage us to reaffirm our personal
vocation to be stewards of creation and to implore God’s help for the protection
of creation. It will be an occasion to ask pardon for the sins committed against
the world in which we live. The natural environment is a collective good, the
patrimony of all humanity, and it is the responsibility of everyone to protect it.

Therefore, the Holy Father asks us to create a civilization of Love, overflowing
with small gestures of mutual care. “Love for society and commitment to the
common good are outstanding expressions of a charity which affects not only
relationships between individuals but also “macro-relationships, social,
economic and political ones”. That is why the Church sets before the world
the ideal of a “civilization of love”. Social love is the key to authentic
development. “In order to make society more human, more worthy of the human
person, love in social life — political, economic and cultural — must be given
renewed value, becoming the constant and highest norm for all activity”. In
this framework, along with the little everyday gestures, social love moves us
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to devise larger strategies to halt environmental degradation and to encourage
a “culture of care” (n. 231).

I'invite all the young people to celebrate this Youth Day with gestures of mutual
care, care for our personal holiness, commitment to the missionary endeavours
of the Church, care for the poor and needy and care for our mother nature.
Make an in-depth study of Laudato Si the current social teaching of the Church
and build an ecological spirituality.

The common Youth Day celebrations of our Church will be held at Mariagiri
in the eparchy of Marthandom. I wish to remind all concerned to remit the
offerings of the Holy Qurbono of this day to the respective eparchial finance
offices. The offerings are used for our youth activities at the eparchial and
ecclesial level.

On this Youth Day, I assure all the youth and all who are dedicated to the
ministry to the youth, that the Church appreciates their valuable service in
building up the youth, the Church and society as a whole. Let us accompany
the youth to make a generation that cares for each other.

May God bless you abundantly!
Yours lovingly in Christ
Sd/-

+ Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Youth
Bishop of the Eparchy of Marthandom

20-09-2015
Catholicate Centre,
Pattom Triruvannathapuram

N.B. :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship
during the Holy Qurbono on 4 October Sunday.
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