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Editorial

The Father and Head
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Appointed Cardinal of the Holy Catholic Church

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the People of India, irrespective of
caste and creed, and very specially the people of Kerala, are very happy that the
Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis is appointed Cardinal of the Holy Catholic Church. 24 October
2012 will go down in the history of this Church in golden letters. What does this new
title given to the Father and Head of our Church mean? What is its significance in the
life of the Church?

What is the Title ‘Cardinal’?

In the service of the Church, that is founded on priesthood and the power of
governance it confers, this title does not find a place neither in the hierarchy of the
power of orders nor in the hierarchy of jurisdiction. But it can be seen that it belongs
to the service or diaconia of the Church aimed at “more and more communion or
fellowship to be generated in the whole body of the Church” (Pastor Bonus 1). The
Roman Pontiff, by way of the offices entrusted to a Cardinal, confers on them
delegated power by which the Cardinal participates in the primatial power of the
Roman Pontiff and assists him in its exercise. As a helper and consultor to the Father
and Head of the Universal Church, the Cardinal gets a lofty position in the Church
(Pastor Bonus 9). The good and service of the Universal Catholic Church are the
aims to be achieved through this appointment. In the letter of appointment given to
His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, it is stated: “Through this letter We inform
You that, in the consistory to be celebrated on the 24" day of the month of November,
We will include You among the College of Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, in
order to open to You Our special benevolence and to decorate Your merits towards
the Church with the prize of this prominent dignity as well as to associate You more
closely to Our ministry for the good of the Universal Church” (see the letter on page
99 of this volume).

Canon Law

The title 'Cardinal' is neither part of the hierarchical structure nor part of the
service or diaconia of the Eastern Churches. Hence, reference to the title, ‘Cardinal’,
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Editorial

is given thus in the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches: “Bishops assist the
Roman Pontiff in exercising his office (munus). They are able to render him
cooperative assistance in various ways, among which is the synod of bishops. To
assist him there are also cardinals, the Roman curia, pontifical legates and other
persons and various institutions according to the needs of the times; all these persons
and institutions fulfill the functions entrusted to them in his name and by his authority
for the good of all the Churches, according to the norms established by the Roman
Pontiff himself” (CCEO ¢ 46 §1).

In the Code of Canon Law of the Western Church, CIC canons 349 to 359
delineates the rights and obligations of the Cardinals. Besides these canons, Pastor
Bonus, the Apostolic Constitution on the Roman Curia promulgated by Pope John
Paul I on 28 June 1988 and Universi Dominici Gregis, Apostolic Constitution on
the Vacancy of the Apostolic See and the Election of the Roman Pontiff given by
Pope John Paull IT on 22 February 1996, describe the functions of the Cardinals as
members of the Roman Curia and the conclave to elect a new Roman Pontiff.

Appointment

The Roman Pontiff freely appoints persons “truly outstanding in doctrine, virtue,
piety and prudence in practical matters” (CIC ¢ 351 §1)as Cardinals. Those selected
are at least in the order of priesthood; those who are not already Bishops must
receive Episcopal ordination (CIC ¢ 351 §1). It is through a special decree of the
Roman Pontiff that a person is appointed Cardinals. This decree is published before
the College of Cardinals. From the moment of publication, they are bound by its
obligations and can enjoy the rights as defined in law.

The Rights and Obligations of the Cardinals

Although there are more members in the College of Cardinals, the number of
Cardinals below the age of 80 is limited approximately to 120 members. Up to the
age of 75, Cardinals are appointed to and continue in offices.

A Cardinal has the right to be a member in the conclave that elects the Roman
Pontiff. This right is exercised only till the age of 80.

A Cardinal, personally and in college (consistory), assists the Roman Pontiff in
his daily service as the Father and Head of the Universal Church.

The Roman Curia is the organ that assists most the Roman Pontiff in the
governance of the Universal Church. The most important offices of the Roman Curia
- the Secretariate of State, the Congregations, the Tribunals, the Pontifical Councils
etc - are headed by the Cardinals.

It is the obligation of the Cardinals to assist the Roman Pontiff in close
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Appointment of Cardinal

collaboration with him. Hence, the Cardinals who are not Eparchial/Diocesan Bishops
are to reside in Rome. The others, whenever they are called to Rome, are to be
present. The Cardinals who live in Rome and those Cardinals who are outside the
territory of their Eparchy/Diocese are exempt from the power of the local hierarch/
ordinary.

The Roman Pontiff may appoint a Cardinal to represent him, either as an emissary
or as his alter ego, in some solemn celebration or assembly of persons. A Cardinal
thus nominated is entitled to deal only with those affairs, which have been entrusted
to him by the Roman Pontiff himself.

When the Roman See is vacant, the College of Cardinals has only that power in
the Church that is granted to it by special law (see Universi Domenici Gregis).

The Orders of Cardinals

There are three orders of Cardinals: the Episcopal order, the presbyteral order
and the diaconal order. To the Cardinals of the Episcopal order, the Roman Pontiff
assigns the title of a suburbicarian church. The Patriarchs of the Eastern Churches
belong to this order but they are known in the name of their Patriarchal Sees
themselves. The Cardinal priests and Cardinal deacons are each assigned a title or
adeaconry in Rome by the Roman Pontiff. The title of the diocese of Ostia is assigned
to the Dean of the Cardinals together with any other title which he already held. The
title does not entitle the Cardinal to exercise power of governance over it although
he is to further the good of the diocese or church by patronage and counsel (CIC ¢
357 §1).

Consistory

When the Cardinals come together to assist the Supreme Pastor of the Church
with their counsel, that communion is called consistory. It is convoked at the order
of the Roman Pontiff under his presidency. The consistory is of two kinds: ordinary
and extraordinary. Ordinary consistory is the one in which all Cardinals, if that is not
possible, those present in Rome, participate. Extraordinary consistory is the one
convoked to discuss serious matters and all Cardinals participate in this.

Cardinals in the Eastern Churches

There are twenty-two Eastern Catholic Churches. Six of them are patriarchal
Churches. Of these, five Patriarchs are appointed Cardinals. Of the four Major
Archiepiscopal Churches, the heads of three Churches — the Syro-Malabar, the
Romanian and the Syro-Malankara — are appointed Cardinals.

The institution of the College of Cardinals is not of the Eastern patrimony. It
began essentially as a system of the Roman Church. Hence, some question the
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relevance of appointing the Heads of Eastern Churches as Cardinals. To keep up
and safeguard the dignity of the Patriarchs, and to indicate their special status in the
College of Cardinals the Patriarch-Cardinals are not assigned titular churches in
Rome; instead, they keep the title of their Patriarchal Church/See. Others maintain
that, to safeguard the identity and autonomy of each Church, one need not participate
in the exercise of the power governance of other Churches nor participate in the
election of the heads of the respective Churches. They maintain that Papacy is
essentially a Roman institution. It belongs to the Roman Church/ Latin Church. The
College of Cardinals elects the Bishop of Rome and as the successor to the See of
St Peter, he is the Pope, the Roman Pontiff. So why should other Churches interfere
in the internal matter of the Roman Church?

We have seen that the title ‘Cardinal’ is not part of the hierarchical structure of
the Church. The Patriarchs, Catholicos and Major Archbishops exercise power of
governance as Father and Head of their respective Churches. It is hierarchical and
jurisdictional power. The Cardinals neither are given nor possess any supraepiscopal
or suprametroplitan or suprapatriarchal power in the Eastern Churches. In the
Western Church also, this is the accepted doctrine and discipline. The title ‘Cardinal’
is an appointment given to selected Bishops to participate in the exercise of the
office (munus) of the Roman Pontiff, as the Supreme Shepherd of the Church. The
appointment of a Bishop or the Father and Head of an Oriental Church as Cardinal
opens up the opportunity for the participation of the person appointed in the exercise
of the supreme authority of the Roman Pontiff as the successor of St Peter, as the
Father and Head of the Universal Church. A Cardinal’s special collegiality and
communion with the Roman Pontiff strengthens his pastoral and administrative
functions over the entire Church.

By the appointment of a Patriarch or Catholicos or Major Archbishop as
Cardinal, the individuality, personality, freedom, and participation of an Eastern
Church in the Universal Church is recognised and confirmed. Instead of the anxiety
of certain Eastern non-Catholic Churches, that Catholic communion will end up in
the loss of their identity, purity and freedom, they are asserted, recognized, encouraged
and ennobled. They are strengthened by the conferral of offices and other symbolic
gestures. It is not the office of the Roman / Latin Church that is conferred on a
Cardinal of the Eastern Church, but an office that serves the Universal Church.
Hence, instead of the feeling that ‘they are subjected to the authority of the Roman
Pontiff’, it is a proclamation that they are co-heirs to the apostolic succession of the
Bishop of Rome as the successor of St Peter, the first of the Apostles, in the Catholic
Communion. The appointment of an Eastern Catholic Bishop as Cardinal is a
proclamation and assertion of this fact.



Appointment of Cardinal

When viewed in today’s international social circumstances, we can see that, the
structure and membership of the College of Cardinals in the Church are determined,
so that all cultures, languages, countries and apostolic sui iuris Churches obtain
recognition and participation in the government of the Church of Christ. We are
living in a globalised world. The Pope is the Bishop of Rome, and the successor of
St Peter to the See of Rome. By that very fact, he is the Father and Head of the
Universal Church; he is a common Father to the entire Christendom, which status is
acknowledged by all (although there may be ecclesiological and dogmatic
differences). The Church, the salt and leaven of the earth, the light lit on a mountain,
vivifies and divinises the world through its mission. This is today practically focused
in the ministry of the Pope of Rome. Hence, all countries and cultures, all Churches
that are in communion with the Holy Catholic Church should have a participation in
the election of the Pope. Pope John Paul II states: “In the present historical
circumstances, the universality of the Church is sufficiently expressed by the College
of one hundred and twenty electors, made up of Cardinals coming from all parts of
the world and from very different cultures” (Apostolic Constitution Universi Dominici
Gregis).

The Eastern Catholic Churches suffered a lot for their communion with the
Catholic Church. Their Orthodox counterparts initially persecuted some of these
Churches. But they endured such persecution for the sake of the oneness, the
catholicity, apostolicity and sanctity of the Church of Christ and lived their communion
in the midst of great challenges. They are still accused of proselytism, uniatism,
opportunism, sheep-stealing and are branded traitors and betrayers of the Orthodox
faith, etc. In the name of Ecumenism, truth is sometimes sidelined and division is
perpetuated. Fora of dialogue are sometimes turned to occasions to vilify the Catholic
Eastern Churches and as a means to deny their legitimate rights. In this context,
every attempt by the Apostolic See of Rome to recognise each sui iuris Catholic
Church, carries a message. In this world of oneness and autonomy, the conferral of
the title ‘Cardinal’ to an Eastern Catholic Prelate has become a symbol of universal
communion of Churches, cultures and peoples.

Recognition to the Malankara Church - A Gift of God

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church inherits the apostolic patrimony of St
Thomas, one of the Apostles of Jesus Christ and continues to live it. The Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, as successor to the Apostolic Throne of St
Thomas, exercises apostolic power in Malankara. Through the appointment of Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis as Cardinal in the Holy Catholic Church, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church experiences that the succession to the apostolic ministry of St
Thomas the Apostle is congregated, harmonised and communed with the succession
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of the apostolic ministry of St Peter as the head of the College of Apostles. Any
recognition accorded to the Syro-Malankara Catholic in the Catholic communion is
arecognition accorded to all the Churches of the Malankara family that follow the
St Thomas apostolic tradition. It gives the reasonable hope that they too through
communion can attain the same perfection.

The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, deputed by the Synod of the
Malankara Church, negotiated with Rome for the communion of the Malankara
Church with the Roman Church. He had requested Rome to accept the Malankara
Church with its apostolic heritage, identity, individuality, liturgical patrimony and
canonical governance of the Church with the Holy Episcopal Synod under the
presidency of the Catholicos, into the Catholic communion. However, when the
Catholicos and the other members of the Synod backed out of their commitment,
the Malankara Church was accorded communion in the Catholic Church as an
individual Church presided over by a Metropolitan. As a result of the continuous
growth of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, as per the existing Canon Law, this
Church was elevated as a Major Archiepiscopal Church with the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos exercising quasi-patriarchal powers. Since the Major Archiepiscopal
powers are congruent with the powers of a Catholicos in the Antiochian tradition
and that tradition is continued in Malankara, the Major Archbishop, the Father and
Head of the Church, was accepted as Catholicos in our Church. With this the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church was recognised absolutely in the Universal Catholic
Church with its own self-identity and perfect autonomy (sui iuris). With the
appointment of the Father and Head the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the
successor to the apostolic succession of St Thomas the Apostle, as Cardinal, as a
participator in the Roman Pontiff’s primatial power of apostolic succession to St
Peter, the focal point of communion, the identity and individuality and apostolicity of
the Malankara Church is once again recognised and asserted.

Pope Pius Xl received the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios into the
Catholic Communion in 1930 and reconstituted the Hierarchy of the Malankara
Church in the Catholic communion with its Metropolitan See in Trivandrum on 11
June 1932. Pope John XXIII received our prelates into the Second Vatican Council.
On 14 February 1958, the same Pope extended the territory of our Church to north
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Pope Paul VI who participated at the International
Eucharistic Congress in Bombay, on 4 Deceember 1964 Pope Paul VI showered
his blessings on this Church and blessed our priests ordained by Most Rev. Benedict
Mar Gregorios of venerable memory in the presence of the Pope. Pope John Paul I1
blessed us with his historic message at the Golden Jubilee of the Reunion Movement
and visited the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at the Metropolitan Cathedral
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Trivandrum on 8 February 1986. During the ad limina visit of our Prelates to Rome
on 13 May 2003, he declared that this Church is one of the fastest growing Churches
in the world [’ Osservatore Romano, No 21 (1794), 21 May 2003]. He raised our
Church to the Major Archiepiscopal status and appointed Most Rev. Cyril Mar
Baselios as the first Major Archbishop-Catholicos of this Church on 10 February
2005. Pope Benedict X VI, arenowned theologian, who has great love for oriental
spiritual and theological genius, appointed the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of this
Church as Cardinal.

His Holiness Pope Benedict X VI did the periodic expansion of the College of
Cardinals in October 2012. From the circumstances of history, it can be seen that
the consistory in which His Beatitude Moran Mor Beselios Cleemis was appointed
Cardinal was a very special personal free decision of the Pope, not a routine one. In
this personal free decision, he revealed his great love and admiration of the Eastern
Catholic Churches in general and his special love for the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church in particular. Thus, history reveals the paternal solicitude of the Roman Pontiffs
showed towards the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church down these years. It is an
open testimony of the Holy See that it loves, protects and encourages the Eastern
Churches and wants them to blossom in the catholic communion with its liturgical,
theological, spiritual and disciplinary patrimony.

The appointment of the Catholicos of our Church as Cardinal in the Universal
Church carries with it not only its privileges but also its obligations. It demands from
us that we, as a Church, should participate fully in the mission of the Universal
Church. The mission of the Universal Church is primarily to preach the Word of
God to all creations and to be witnesses of Christ. The Malankara Catholic Church,
proportionate to the talents entrusted to it, should share in this common mission of
the Church. It should also undertake charitable activities in a similar way. The Church
should continuously augment its own apostolic liturgical, spiritual, theological and
disciplinary patrimony and contribute its share to the patrimony of the Universal
Church. It should witness to the world the existence and relevance of the apostolic
patrimony of St Thomas the Apostle in India in the totality of the apostolic traditions
of the twelve Apostles of Christ, as well as its communion with the tradition of St
Peter in Rome as the first of the Apostles. Preaching the Word of God to all creations,
especially in India and the reunion of all the Churches of the St Thomas tradition and
their communion with the See of St Peter are the apostolic patrimony bequeathed to
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church by the Servant of God Archbishop of Mar
Ivaanios. With the attainment of the highest title of diaconia, the Cardinalate, in the
Church, the Malankara Catholic Church has to grow deeper in its commitment and
mission.
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Conclusion

The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios dreamt of a Malankara Church in
full communion with the Catholic Church. He dreamt of a Church with its own
liturgical, theological, spiritual, disciplinary patrimony and autonomous self-government
in the communion of the Universal Church. It was the ecclesial vision and strenuous
efforts of Panickaruveettil Fr PT Geevarghese (later Archbishop Geevarghese Mar
Ivanios), a man with a saintly, prophetic, sharp intelligence that made him stand with
Mar Divannasios Vattasseril and to persuade him to request Patrirarch Abded M’ Siha
to establish the Catholicate in India in the year 1912. It was done. It was for the
spiritual renewal of the Malankara Church that Mar Ivanios himself became a monk
and founded the Bethany Ashram. It bore fruits. It is to bring the Malankara Church
to the fullness of ecclesial communion that, deputed by the Synod of the same Church,
Mar Ivanios strived for Catholic communion. However, when the dream of Malankara
Church was realised, it was rejected. Mar Ivanios was mocked, blocked and planned
to be murdered. His successors were branded as sheep-stealers. But God raised
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church as a city built on a mountain and as a lamp
placed on a lamp-stand so that all who enter it walk in the light.

Itis noteworthy that when the centenary of the establishment of the Catholicate
in India, was being celebrated, on 24 November 2012, the Father of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis was in the consistory
which conferred on him the title of Cardinal in St Peter’s Basilica in Vatican by His
Holiness Pope Benedict X VI. It was a symbol of the hierarchical and ecclesial
communion of the Malankara Church with the Universal Church. Is it not the symbol
of the paternal love and providence of God for the Malankara Church? Is it not a
recognition of the Reunion Movement initiated in the Malankara Church? Is it not
recognition accorded to the Malankara Church in the Catholic Church? In the sixtieth
year of the entry of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios into iternity, God
blessed the Malankara Catholic Church once again and showered his mercy on her
once more!

- Editors
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SYNODALACTS
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE SECOND VISIT

OF HIS EMINENCE LEONARDO CARDINAL SANDRI,
THE PREFECT OF THE CONGREGATION
FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES

15 January 2012
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Address of Cardinal Leonardo Sandri,
Prefect of the Congregation for Oriental Churches,
at the Syro-Malankara Episcopal Synod Trivandrum

on Sunday, 15, January 2012

Your Beatitude and Your Excellencies,

1. I am very happy to address the Fathers of the Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Church. I thank His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop, for the gracious
invitation and for the cordial welcome that he has accorded me. Also, I thank my
brother Bishops for your fraternal concern and collaboration. Although His Excellency
Msgr. Salvatore Pennacchio unfortunately is unable to be with us I would like to
express my gratitude for the solicitous attention, which he and his collaborators offer
to the Eastern Churches. I thank you, my dear brother bishops, for the solid ties that
you maintain with the Pontifical Representative. I now wish to underline certain
points that [ have already spoken of with our brother bishops of the Syro-Malabar
Church: you both stem from the same Apostolic origins of St. Thomas and with the
Latin Church you compose the one and only Catholic Church in India.

2. Our gratitude and filial prayers are due to His Holiness Benedict XVI. I have
visited the Holy Father on Saturday, January 7, 2012, and he willingly entrusted to
me the Apostolic Benediction for the Major Archbishop, his brother bishops and all
of the sons and daughters of the beloved Syro-Malankara Church. The Pope offers
you consolation and hope, while requesting from you patience and moderation. Be
assured of the considerate care that he, as Father and Supreme Pastor, maintains
with your Church, a Church that excels in fidelity and generosity in the ministry of the
Gospel.

3. I wish to place our intentions and initiatives under the patronage of the great
apostle of India. You are justly proud to be called “Mar Thomas Christians”, as we
all should be proud of our Catholic faith that is apostolic. The apostolic roots of the
Church in India are linked to Thomas, who will intercede before Christ, the Chief
Shepherd of the flock. Just as you are well aware, as pastors of the holy flock of
God, your first duty is to keep the church’s mission solidly integrated in the apostolic
patrimony. This patrimony has found its home with you through the tradition proper
to the Syro-Malankara Church. For this reason it is from this precious pearl, namely,
from fidelity to the spiritual tradition of your Church, that my fraternal reflections to
the Synod begins. The Supreme Pontiff, in the same spirit of his Predecessors, does
everything possible for the preservation this spiritual treasure intact. Like two sides
of a single medal, such fidelity is shown, on one hand, by the application of essential
elements of your tradition at the liturgical, disciplinary and pastoral levels, while, on
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the other hand, it requires maintaining a truly Catholic outlook that is ever attentive
to the present moment of history.

The preservation of the “essential elements” of your spiritual patrimony which I have
just mentioned, is the key responsibility of the pastors to accomplish: i.e. to focus on
the essential. We must conserve and venerate what is substantive, because it is
derived from the Divine Word and from the Sacred Signs left by the Lord Himself.
Then, preserved in the most ancient traditions of the Apostles and Fathers, as well
as the holy Disciples that followed their footsteps, it has come down to us.
Adaptations, if necessaries, after a considered and mature judgment are made by
ecclesial authorities.

4. We stand on the threshold of the 50" anniversary of the opening of the Second
Vatican Council. These great events have opened up new and broad horizons for
the Church. We must never tire of nourishing ourselves on the life-giving sap of the
Council, as the Holy Father recommends. The Council, which constituted a genuine
ecclesial springtime, can be a great help to the Eastern Churches in being faithful to
the Lord, to themselves and to history. Indeed, it is an occasion to correct perhaps
some inappropriate aspects or partial readings, without forgetting the “‘good bread”
which divine Providence has so abundantly granted. I refer in particular to the decrees
Orientalium Ecclesiarum and Unitatis redintegratio, which Eastern Christians
must carefully follow. Indeed, it is the Ecumenical Council itself which desires that
Eastern Churches “may flourish and with new apostolic vigor execute the task
entrusted to them... [including the] special duty of promoting the unity of all
Christians, especially Eastern Christians, in accordance with the principles of
the decree [on ecumenism] of this Sacred Council, by prayer in the first place,
and by the example of their lives, by religious fidelity to the ancient Eastern
traditions, by a greater knowledge of each other, by collaboration and a
brotherly regard for objects and feelings” (OE 1; 24).

The Council offers us a memorable expression which confirms what has just been
said regarding your proper traditions, as it warns that “these may not be altered
except to obtain for themselves an organic improvement” (OE 6). Likewise, the
document insists that “/Eastern Christians] should attain to an ever greater
knowledge and a more exact use” of “their legitimate liturgical rite and their
established way of life”, while exhorting the churches to “take steps to return to
their ancestral traditions” whenever “they have fallen short owing to
contingencies of times and persons” (ibid.).

The Synodal committees which have been established to watch over and foster this
fundamental part of ecclesial life have the appreciation of our Congregation, provided
that they be strictly placed under the responsibility of the bishops and, for established
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matters, maintain the foreseen links with the Holy See.

5. Regarding the ecumenical dimension I shall limit myself to a thought drawn from
the magisterium of His Holiness Benedict XVI. Itis a passage from his homily of
January 25" of last year, during which he addressed ecumenical prayer. I quote:

“The search for the re-establishment of unity among the divided Christians cannot
therefore be reduced to recognition of the reciprocal differences and the achievement
of a peaceful coexistence: what we yearn for is that unity for which Christ himself
prayed and which, by its nature is expressed in the communion of faith, of the
sacraments, of the ministry.

The journey towards this unity must be perceived as a moral imperative, the answer
to a precise call of the Lord. For this reason it is necessary not to give in to the
temptation of resignation or pessimism, which is lack of trust in the power of the
Holy Spirit. It is our duty to continue enthusiastically on our way towards this goal
with a strict and serious dialogue in order to deepen the common theological, liturgical
and spiritual patrimony; with reciprocal knowledge, with the ecumenical formation
of the new generations and, especially, with conversion of heart and with prayer.”

What an excellent program this is - so balanced, avoiding an optimism that is out of
place and yet not discouraging one from seeking the goal which is so close to the
heart of the Jesus. We who make up His Church simply cannot depart from the way
of unity.

6. On the subject of interreligious collaboration, I do not wish to dwell except to
mention that we did accompany the Pope to Assisi to take part, with maturity and
balance, in the interreligious choice of the Church. As with ecumenism but even
more so, in every interreligious encounter, we Christians are at the service of the
truth about Christ, who is God and Man, the one and only Savior. Only in absolute
fidelity to this given of our faith is it possible, to paraphrase the Psalmist, for the Lord
to build the house of universal solidarity.

7. There are several specific themes that I will only mention as we had occasion to
discuss them at some length during the ad limina visit last year and also when His
Beatitude visited Rome later last year.

The first is All-India jurisdiction. By this time the pontifical orientation is generally
known to you: step by step.

The second matter is pastoral care in the diaspora. Let me repeat what I said at the
beginning of my intervention: be assured of the consideration of the Holy Father and
of ourselves, but at the same time maintain patience and moderation, especially in
the face of positive signs that should not be overlooked.
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There is a third point which concerns the care of vocations and the formation of all
parts of the People of God. I ask you to intensify your efforts, coordinating your
formation initiatives, especially in places where a decrease in vocations is already
felt. The entire Church has need of the extraordinary evangelizing and charitable
works of priests and religious from India.

The Holy See has recently approved the Particular Law of your Church and we
hope that its promulgation will strengthen the Church at the ecclesial and pastoral
levels.

The well-known canonization process of Servant of God Mar Ivanios comes to
mind. I wish every success in the ongoing process.

8. Your Beatitude and my dear brother bishops,

Let me thank God for the eminent pastors of the past, who have generously guided
the Syro-Malankara Church with great charisma and with total submission to the
Lord. We could certainly observe the providence of God with this Church in the
brave re-union of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, in the pastoral and
social outreach of Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios and in the dynamic ministry
of His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios. Let their souls rest in peace.

It gives me utmost joy to observe that His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis continues the
same legacy of his predecessors. Motivated by His Beatitude’s guidance, the Syro-
Malankara Episcopal Synod maintains unity and collegiality in witnessing the Gospel.
Iinvoke the Lord to preserve your church always in complete communion, in the
same spirit of the Apostle who professed: “You are the Christ” and who received
the consoling promise from the Lord: “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
Church”. Let the intercessions of Peter and Paul, and also of Thomas be with you.
May you ever be sustained by the Lord’s Spirit and assisted by the mediation of
Our Blessed Mother, Queen of Heaven and Earth, Queen of the Malankara Church.

Thank you.

- Leonardo Cardinal Sandri
Prefect of the Congregation for Oriental Churches
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
ON THE OCCASION OF THE SECOND VISIT
OF HIS EMINENCE LEONARDO CARDINAL SANDRI,
THE PREFECT OF THE CONGREGATION
FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES

(15 January 2012)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked an
Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod (HES) of the Church at 7.00 p.m. on Sunday,
15 January 2012 at the new Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum on the occasion of the second visit of His
Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches and the Representative of the Holy Father. Earlier in the day, His Eminence
celebrated a Holy Mass with the staff and students of the St. Mary’s Malankara
Seminary. In the afternoon, His Eminence was accorded a public reception at
Kulathur, where he also inaugurated the social work projects of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandum.

Before the commencement of the HES, His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri
blessed the new Synod Hall and dedicated it in the name of Blessed Pope John Paul
II, who elevated the SMCC to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod),
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar
Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most
Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Philipos Mar
Stephanos were present. Rev. Fr. Mclean Cummings, Priest-in-Charge of Malabar
and Malankara Churches in the office of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
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Report

and Rev. Fr. Flavio Pace, Secretary to His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri,
were also special invitees to the HES.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Metropolitan Emeritus of Tiruvalla,
excused himself from the Synod due to his health condition. Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Eusebios, Exarch of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in USA, due to time
constraints could not attend the HES.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the President of the HES welcomed
His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri to the extraordinary session of the Holy
Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. He also welcomed Rev.
Fr. Mclean Cummings and Rev. Fr. Flavio Pace as special invitees to the Holy
Synod. His Beatitude introduced all the members of the HES to His Eminence.

His Eminence addressed the HES. He expressed his appreciation and
congratulations to the members of the Synod for the confidence with which they
undertake the projects of the Church. He mentioned specially the construction and
the completion of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. He promised his prayers for the
increase of vocations in the SMCC, especially the vocation to religious congregations
of women. His eminence then read out the prepared text of his message.

In his message, the Cardinal conveyed the greetings and the blessings of the
Holy Father for his Brother-Bishops and the Faithful of the SMCC. He also extolled
the St. Thomas Apostolic tradition of the Church in India and the spiritual tradition,
preserving its “essential elements”. As we stand on the threshold of the 50™
Anniversary of the Second Vatican Council, His Eminence urged us to journey
towards the fulfillment of the vision of the Church as contained in the Decree for the
Oriental Churches. Referring to the ecumenical dimension, His Eminence reminded
that the journey towards unity must be perceived as a moral imperative. He touched
upon the specific themes of “all India jurisdiction” and “pastoral care in the diaspora”,
and assured us of the pontifical approach of ““step by step” solution to the problems
and conveyed the solicitude of the Holy See in the question of the vocation and
formation of religious and priests and in the canonization process of S.G Mar Ivanios.
He also expressed his hope that the promulgation of the recently approved Particular
Law of the SMCC will add strength to the ecclesial and pastoral life of the church.
His Eminence esteemed the leadership of His Beatitude the Catholicos and
appreciated the unity and the collegiality of the Synod.

In the sharing that followed, the members of the Synod conveyed the pastoral
concerns of our Church in the ETRI and Gulf regions and in other relevant matters.
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His Eminence conveyed that the discussions on these matters at the inter-dicasterial
level are in progress.

Conclusion

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the HES, thanked His
Eminence for his graciousness to visit the SMCC a second time and his willingness
to address the Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod convoked to mark the occasion.
He also thanked His Beatitude, the Catholicos for convoking the Extraordinary
HES and all the Synod Fathers for their presence at a very short notice. His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis again communicated to His Eminence the Cardinal
the Church’s joy and gratitude at the Cardinal’s visit. He also thanked all the Most
Rev. Bishops for their participation in the Synod and declared the Synod closed.

After the concluding prayers, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis together with His
Eminence Cardinal Sandri imparted the apostolic blessing to all gathered in the Holy
Synod.

The occasion of the visit concluded with a dinner hosted in honour of His
Eminence at the Catholicate Centre by His Beatitude, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis.

¥ Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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Opening Message

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
ATTHE THIRTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 5 TO 8 MARCH 2012

Venerable Brother Bishops,

I'am happy to welcome you all, to the thirteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church. I thank Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos for the words of appreciation
on behalf of the HES and for your solidarity with me in the ministry of the Church.
cherish our solidarity and appreciate the testimony of unity of all the members of the
HES. We are a body gathered in the spirit “with one heart and soul” (Acts 4:32).
We act as a united body. It is appreciated by all.

God guides us wonderfully. We have been led through the path of a wonderful
ecclesial experience. In the recent history of our Church, as we have traversed eight
decades of ecclesial life, how lovingly and with what foresight does God intervene in
our life! We began from nothingness. We have now churches; we have now well-
known institutions; we have become established in infrastructure. Vocations to
priesthood and religious life have increased; we have crossed the borders of language
and culture. From two Eparchies we have branched out to eight Eparchies, an
Exarchate in USA, Extraterritorial Regions in India and abroad. With thirteen Bishops
we made the last ad limina visit and expressed our communion with the Holy Father.

Now we enter another cross-road. We rededicate ourselves. Our Church
rededicates herself to the proclamation of the Gospel. The Church should become
the Gospel to the world. The Holy Spirit has shed this light in us. We are not a tiny
flock before the world. We become preachers of the Gospel. In spirit of prayer we
had convoked the Church Assembly and the Assembly gave a message to the Church.
The Church is imbibing the spirit of the Assembly, the spirit of evangelization. It is
after this historical event, today, that we are gathered as a Holy Synod. God calls us
to be illumined by spiritual fervour.

Look around the world. There are instances of negative criticism and
disobedience of the authority of the Church. Certain disobedient stance of the faithful
questions the divine and spiritual foundation of the Church. It is in this context that
God calls us to persist as a spiritual presence in the world.
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I express the Church’s condolence at the demise of Mr PK Narayana Panickar,
the President of the Nair Service Society and His Grace Mar Osthathios, the Senior
Metropolitan of the Malankra Orthodox Church. Mr Narayana Panickar in the long
years of his service, was a great friend of the SMCC, Similarly, His Grace Mar
Osthathios was a great personality by his own contribution to the ecclesial life in
Kerala

I am happy to share with you the experience of participating in the celebration
of the consistory in which His Beatitude Mar George Alanchery, the Major
Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church was invested with the title of Cardinal. All
appreciated the presence of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church during that occasion. It was a sign of the deep communion
between the SMCC and Syro-Malabar Church.

I'pray that the present Synod be for the greater glory of God and for strengthening
the spiritual fervour of our Church. I declare the Thirteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic open.

& Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

THIRTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(5 - 8 March 2012)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked the Thirteenth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at Blessed
John Paul I Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate Centre,
Pattom, Trivandrum from 5 to 8 March 2012. The Holy Episcopal Synod (HES)
began with the concelebrated Holy Qurbono led by Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos, the President of the Synod. It was also the fifth anniversary day of the
enthronement of His Beatitude as Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

All the members of the Synod - His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary
of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas,
Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Eusebios, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios
OIC, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos-were
present. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla
was absent due to his ill-health.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

The First Session of the Synod began at 9 p.m. on 5 March 2012. At the
outset, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Bishop of Marthandom congratulated His
Beatitude on the fifth anniversary of His Beataitude’s Enthronement as Major
Archbishop-Catholicos. Most Rev. Mar Paulos recounted the contributions of His
Beatitude in the ecclesial and socio-political field.
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His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos delivered the opening
message of the Holy Episcopal Synod. His Beatitude welcomed all the Bishops to
the Thirteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. He thanked Most Rev. Vincent
Mar Paulos for the words of appreciation on behalf of the HES. His Beatitude
thanked the Synod Fathers for their solidarity with His Beatitude in all matters. His
Beatitude also thanked all the members of the HES for the witness that we are a
united body and which others emulate.

The Catholicos said, "We have been led through the path of a wonderful ecclesial
experience. In the recent history of our Church, as we have traversed eight decades
of ecclesial life, how lovingly and with what foresight does God intervened in our
Life! From nothingness, we have now churches, we have now well-known institutions,
we have become established in infrastructure, our vocations have increased; we
have crossed the borders of language, culture: from two Eparchies we have branched
out to eight Eparchies, an Exarchate in USA, Extraterritorial Regions in India and
Abroad. With thirteen Bishops we made the ad limina visit and expressed our
communion with the Holy Father. Now we enter another cross-road. We rededicate
ourselves, our Church rededicates herself to the proclamation of the Gospel; the
Church should become the Gospel to the world. The Holy Spirit has shed this light
inus. We are not a tiny flock before the world. We become preachers of the Gospel.
In spirit of prayer we had convoked the Church Assembly and the Assembly gave a
message to the Church. The Church is imbibing the spirit of the Assembly, the spirit
of evangelization. It is after this historical event, today, we are gathered as a Holy
Synod. God calls us to be illumined by the spiritual fervor. His Beatitude also narrated
his experience of participating in the celebration of the elevation of His Beatitude
Mar George Alanchery as Cardinal. All appreciated the presence of the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church as a sign of the
deep communion between the two Churches. His Beatitude was also greeted well
in Rome with gestures of due protocol.

His Beatitude also expressed the Church’s condolence at the demise of Mr.
P.K. Narayana Panickar, the President of the Nair Service Society and His Grace
Mar Osthathios, the senior Metropolitan of Malankra Othodox Church. His
Beatitude recalled the great friendship and close collaboration of the NSS with
SMCC that Mr. Panickar had nourished in the long years of his service. Similarly,
His Beatitude said that, His Grace Mar Osthathios was a great man by his own
contribution to the ecclesial life in Kerala.

Praying that the present Synod be for the greater glory of God and for
strengthening the spiritual fervor of our Church, His Beatitude declared the HES
open.
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Submission of the Catholicos Day Offering

Next on the Agenda was the submission of the Catholicos’ Day Offerings. All
the Bishops submitted to HB the Catholicos, the collections from their respective
Eparchy/Exarchate/Region. The following list gives the contributions:
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Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - Rs. 100,000.00

Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - Rs. 50,000.00
Eparchy of Marthandom - Rs. 25,000.00
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - Rs. 35,000.00
Eparchy of Mavelikara - Rs. 25,000.00
Eparchy of Bathery - Rs. 30,000.00
Eparchy of Puttur - Rs. 10,000.00
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta - Rs. 50,000.00
Exarchate of USA -US $ 3,195.00
. ETRI - Rs. 40,000.00
Doha - Rs. 100,000.00

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

His Beatitude, the President of the HES, presented the following proposed

agenda of the Synod:
1. Prayer
2. Inaugural Address by His Beatitude
3. Submission of the Catholicos’ Day Collection-Years 2011 & 2012
4. Report of the Eleventh and Twelfth Holy Episcopal Synod
5. Decisions of the Eleventh and Twelfth Holy Episcopal Synod
6. Follow-up of the Decisions and Action-Plan of the First Syro-

14.
15.

16.
17.

Malankara Catholic Church Assembly (SMCCA)

The Synodal Commissions: Completion of the Process

The Rights and Obligations of the Curia Bishop of the SMCC
Matters Subsecreto

Presentation of the Financial Accounts of the Construction of the
Catholicate Centre; Maintenance and Financial Administration of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Matters Concerning the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary

Revision of Salary in Hospitals/ Unaided Schools/ Ecclesiastical
Institutions

Exarchate in USA

New Ventures in the Eparchies, Exarchate, ETRI, ETROI (Bishops
have 10 minutes each)
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18.  Reportof the Visitation to Singapore and Australia; Missions in Australia
19.  On the promulgation of the Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC
20.  Other relevant matters, if any, with the consent of President

To the proposed agenda were added the following:

1. OnMCA

An orientation on financial Accounting from Mr. Kandaswamy
CBCl proposals on Process of Delicts against Minors
Honouring Corepiscopo Kaniyamparampil

Catechism/MCCL

6. MCYM

A

The Synod Fathers approved the proposed agenda.
Presentation of Reports

The Report and the Decisions of the Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
held on 2 and 3 March 2011 and its decisions were read out. Observations of the
members and corrections proposed by them were recorded. The report was
proposed to be passed by Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios. The proposal was
supported by Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios. It was passed with applause.

The Report and Decisions of the Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
convoked from 23 to 25 September 2011 was also read out. Observations of the
members and corrections proposed by them were recorded. The report was
proposed to be passed by Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas. The proposal was
supported by Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios and was passed with
applause.

The report of the Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod, on the occasion of the
second visit of His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches, on 15 January 2012, was also read out.
After an evaluation of the content of the report, it was proposed to be passed by
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and supported by Most Rev. Jacob Mar
Barnabas. The report was passed with applause.

THE DELIBERATIONS
1. The Date of the Next Ordinary HES

The members wanted that the date of the next Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
be fixed, as it would be helpful for future programming. Considering the convenience
of all Bishops who will be participating in the 82" Reunion Day Celebrations at
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Pathanamthitta, it was decided that the Fourteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church shall be convoked from 6 p.m. on 21 September to 8 p.m. on 22
September 2012 at Marygiri, Archbishop’s House, Tiruvalla.

2. The HES and Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Bishop Emeritus
of Tiruvalla.

HB the Catholicos enquired, whether, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos,
due to his old age and health condition, be granted permanent leave of absence from
the HES. No decision was taken on this matter.

4. Follow-up of the Decisions and Action-Plan of the First Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church Assembly (SMCCA)

To facilitate the discussion on the “Follow-up of the Decisions and Action-Plan
of the First Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly (SMCCA)”, Rt. Rev. Msgr.
Antony Kakkanattu, the Executive Secretary of the Suviseha Sangam and Rev. Sr.
Namita SIC, the secretary of the Synodal Commission for Evangelisation were also
invited to the HES, to present along with Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, the
Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Evangelisation, the progress of the formation
of the Suvisesha Sangam and the action-plan for the same. HB the Catholicos
welcomed them and introduced them to the members of the HES. They shared with
the HES that the training of the Ecclesial level Suvisesha Sangam has already begun.
A five-day course is already done and the members from all the Eparchies are now
ready to be commissioned on 10 March 2012, the day of the blessing of the Holy
Myron. Msgr. Kakkanattu also stressed the need to conscientise the parish priests
in this regard. He also informed the HES that plans are being chalked out to form
and train the Eparchial Suvisesha Sangam. Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas also
informed the HES that Rev. Sr. Francina DM and Bar Itho Kasiro Paulos are also
appointed to work as full-time members of the Suvisesha Sangam. For the Ecclesial
level Suvisesha Sangam, further courses are to be arranged and they will finally be
commissioned with an oath and promise on 21 September 2012 after the Holy
Qurbono of the Reunion Day Celebrations at Pathanamthitta. It was pointed out
that at least a symbolic presence of a person from the ETROI would be much
appreciated. The attention of the members of the HES was also drawn to the expenses
of the Suvisesha Sangam. No concrete suggestion emerged from the matter.

5. The Synodal Commissions: Completion of the Process

The formation of the new Synodal Commissions with the appointment of new
members and consultors was the next topic taken up for discussion and finalisation.
The Chairmen and Secretaries of the respective Commissions were already appointed.
Discussing in common, the members and consultors were selected.
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During the discussion Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios expressed his difficulty to
be the Chairman of three Synodal Commissions. Hence he was relieved of his office
as Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Vocation and Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios agreed to take up that office. All the Chairmen were asked to complete
the list of the members and consultors of each SC and to send it to the co-ordinator of
the SC Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC. The Chairmen of the Synodal
Commissions were asked to prepare the working guideline of the respective SC and
to present it for the approval of the HES. As an aid for this, the Chairmen were
supplied with an orientation guideline prepared already by Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Anthonios OIC.

During the course of this discussion, the need to appoint a priest to co-ordinate
our ecclesial activities in the Gulf Region was discussed. This need was also raised
during the first SMCCA. Rev. Fr. John Padipurackal, the Priest-in-Charge of the
Syro-Malankara Catholics in Kuwait was proposed to be appointed as the Co-
ordinator of our Church in the Gulf Region.

To the question which all institutes of consecrated life are to be represented in
the Synodal Commission for the Religious, it was decided that Congregations of the
Order of Imitation of Christ, Sisters of the Imitation of Christ, Daughters of Mary,
Franciscan Missionary Brothers, Sisters of Sacred Heart, Holy Spirit Sisters,
Gathsamen Samarpitha Satsangam, and sui iuris Monasteries of the Order of
Cistercians of the Strict Observance (Kurisumala Ashram), Dhyana Ashram and
Sisters of Mount Tabor will be represented. The Superiors General and Provincial
Superiors of the Congregations and the Abbots or Abbesses of sui iuris monasteries
shall be members of the SC for the Religious.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios requested the HES to relieve him
from the Episcopal Commission for St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary, as he being
away in Puttur and could not take care of his duties. His request was granted. Most
Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos was proposed to the post and he accepted the proposal.

6. Matters Concerning the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary

The first session of the HES on 8 March was utilised to evaluate the formation
programme and the governance of the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary. Rev. Fr.
John Kochuthundil, the Rector of the Seminary, was invited to the Synod Hall to
present the report of the Seminary and to introduce other relevant matters. The
written report of the Seminary for the academic year 2011-’12 was already circulated
to the members of the HES. Then he spoke on the need of more members on the
staff of the Seminary. After clarifications Rev. Fr. John left the Synod Hall.

The members of the HES spoke of the need to improve the standard of the
Seminary in the various domains. The seminary has a good staff; but we need to
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improve further. The ability of the students to communicate in English has to be
improved. There was also consensus on the need to conscientise the students on the
spirit of evangelisation and the present developments in the Church on evangelisation,
especially with the formation of the Suvisesha Sangam.

The atmosphere of formation in the Malankara Seminary came in for discussion.
It was opined that the students need a better exposure and wider horizon of vision.
The lack of this atmosphere in our seminary formation affects the quality of the
presbyterate in our Church and Eparchies. Hence it was suggested that for studies
in Philosophy our students shall be sent to other seminaries and that the Eparchial
Bishops shall have the freedom to decide on this. The proposal was put to voting.
With one abstention, the proposal was passed with 12 votes. It was also decided
that the decision shall become effective from the beginning of the academic year
2013-’14.

With regard to finding new personnel for the Seminary, Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom, Bishop of Pathanamthitta offered the service of Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Ambeasseril as Spiritual Father. Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Bishop of Marthandom
offered the service of Rev. Fr. S. Varghese as Procurator of the Seminary from the
beginning of the academic year 2013-’14, if the present Procurator, Rev. Fr.
Alummoottil, whose term of office expires, would agree to continue his service for
another year.

Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, the Chairman of the Episcopal Commission
for St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary and Chairman of the Synodal Commission for
Seminary Formation reported the highlights of the recent meeting of the Minor
Seminary Rectors. First of all he appreciated the dedication of the Rectors in their
task of formation. He introduced in the HES some of the suggestions of the meeting.

a. A common programme for all the fourth Year Minor Seminarians of
our Church to be organised in North India, in view of providing a better
atmosphere of exposure to study English language.

The suggestion was considered in its ecclesial context, especially that it would
be yet another common seminary for the entire SMCC; and whether it would
be feasible to have it outside Kerala; and whether it would be feasible to find
out the necessary staff. It was suggested that, if the Eparchial Bishop finds it
difficult to impart a solid formation to the fourth year Minor Seminarians of
his Eparchy due to the less number of students, he can send his students to
another Minor Seminary of another Eparchy with an agreement with the
respective Eparchial Bishop. It was also suggested that the fourth year Minor
Seminarians from all Eparchies could attend the three- months Syriac course
in SEERL. If there is sufficient accommodation facility, all could attend the
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course together. This would be an occasion for common living together and
interaction. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos agreed to make the necessary
arrangements for the same.

b. A common gathering of all the Minor Seminarians every year, coinciding
with the common celebration of our Church, like July 15 or Reunion
Day celebrations.

The suggestion was analysed but no definite response emerged from the
HES.

c. A common text book for curricular formation in the Minor Seminary.

The HES agreed to this and entrusted Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios to do
this in collaboration with the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary.

It was informed to the Synod Fathers that the Bethany Madhom intends to
discontinue the service of the Rev. Sisters in the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary as
the Congregation has not sufficient number of Sisters to be appointed for the service.
H.B. the Catholicos suggested that he would discuss the matter with the Provincial
Superior of Trivandrum.

10. The Malankara Catholic Association

Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for
the Laity, introduced in the HES the proposed amendments to the bylaws of the
MCA for the approval of the HES. The HES discussed in detail the proposals,
made the necessary changes and approved them.

11. Catechism and MCCL

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos introduced the outcome of the meetings
with the Directors of Faith Formation programmes of the Eparchies and their
recommendations to the HES. His Excellency shared that the common catechism
text books were well accepted. Regarding the schedule of the Sunday School
academic year, the Directors differ in its applicability. However, the HES confirmed
its previous decisions on the matter. The decisions of the 12" Ordinary HES would
become effective from the academic year 2013.

The summer Bible camps are to be organised with the theme “Suviseshakayaya
Malankara Katholicka Sabha” under the title Credo 2012 and with the Bible
Verse “Let the children come to me” (Mt 19:14). The camp prepared and guided by
the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation will be known as “Malankara Bible
Orientation Camp-MBOC”

On the progress of the organisation of the MCCL, His Excellency Mar
Stephanos said that the new Director is very active and efforts to establish the MCCL
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at all levels of our Church and its unit in every parish are progressing. An ecclesial
level gathering is planned on the occasion of the 82" Reunion Day Celebrations. A
copy of the draft bylaw was distributed to the members of the HES for their study.
It was not definitively approved by the HES. It would be taken up for approval in
the next Synod.

The possibility of combining the MBOC with the Bethany Bible Studies (BBS),
the summer camp for children organised by Bethany Ashram, was also discussed.
Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos was asked to talk to the officials of Bethany
Ashram on this. This would help a common orientation in the faith-formation of the
Children in the entire SMCC.

12. Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM)

Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for
the Youth introduced the current activities of the MCYM. Eparchial Youth
Conventions are planned in the month of May. MCYM is planning to distribute
YOUCAT for youth catechesis. It was observed that the Priests and Religious engaged
in youth ministry needs proper training. Hence a training programme is planned for
them

In the election of the office bearers of the MCYM, the rota system of election
listing all Eparchies, whether big or small, whether far or near is to be continued.
This enables the youth in every Eparchy to come to leadership.

13. Report of the Visitation to Singapore and Australia; Missions in Australia

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, who as per the decision of the HES was
sent on a visitation to the Syro-Malankara Catholics in Singapore and Australia,
submitted a report of his visitation to HB the Catholicos. He was asked to share
briefly the same with the HES. Mar Anthonios briefed his visit to Singapore, Brisbane,
Adelaide, Darwin, Katherine, Melbourne, Canberra and Sydney. In all these places,
he visited the Local Ordinary or his delegate and submitted the credentials of his
visitation and apprised him of the need to cater to the pastoral care of the Syro-
Malankara Catholics of the respective Diocese, though they are small in number.
Mar Anthonios also shared with the HES that the Bishops or their delegates whom
he met were all very cordial, understanding and welcoming. In all the big cities, there
are ten to fifteen Malankara Catholic families. During the visitation they gathered
together in each city as prayer groups.

His Beatitude the Catholicos informed the Synod that the Archbishop of
Adelaide, through his letter, has already asked His Beatitude for a priest who could
be appointed in his Archdiocese and who could also take care of the Malankara
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Catholics. His Beatitude also enquired with the Synod Fathers of the possibility to
avail the services of other priests from their respective Eparchies to be sent to Australia
and Ireland. Bishops of the Eparchies of Mavelikara, Pathanamthitta, Bathery and
Marthandom have expressed their willingness to lend the service of one priest each
from their respective Eparchy.

During the discussion Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios informed the HES that he
would visit the Syro-Malankara Catholics in New Zealand in the month of May.

14. The promulgation of the Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC

His Beatitude the Catholicos informed the HES that all formalities for the
promulgation of the Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church have been completed and that it will be promulgated on 10 March 2012,
after the celebration of the blessing of the Holy Myron. His Beatitude paid glowing
tributes to Moran Mor Cyril Baselios of happy memory, who initiated the process
of codification. He also remembered with gratitude all those who collaborated in the
codification work. His Beatitude gave each Synod Father a copy of the CPCSMCC
to be promulgated.

15. The Rights and Obligations of the Curia Bishop of the SMCC

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos presented the following text that he had
prepared on the rights and obligation of the Curia Bishop. It was read out point by
point. Together with His Beatitude he clarified the queries of the members of the
HES. It was passed by the HES:

1. The Curia Bishop has all the rights and duties of an ordained Bishop in the
Church and is immediately under the Major Archbishop Catholicos. The
exercise of a specific ministry or service in a place requires consultation or
even consent of the local hierarch.

2. Heresides in the Curia Centre (Catholicate Centre) and is immediately
responsible for the daily activities of the Curia and all working in the Curia
are subject to him. He has to coordinate such activities including appointment
and dismissal of staff as and when directed by the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos. The Curia Bishop is to see to the spiritual care of the Reverend
Fathers, Sisters and other staff working in the Curia.

3. The Curia Bishop has to coordinate the activities of the various Commissions,
Chancery, Finance Office, Major Archiepiscopal Ordinary Tribunal, etc.
He has to see that the archives are maintained well and up to date.

4. The Major Archbishop-Catholicos can entrust the Curia Bishop with the
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care of the faithful in areas or regions which are not ordinarily looked after
and coordinated either with spiritual services or effective administration.

5. Asdirected and advised by the Major-Archbishop Catholicos the Curia
Bishop has to: a) prepare dispensation documents for the religious from the
vows of religious life in as much as they are subject to the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos.

b) prepare dispensation from the Form of Marriage presented by the
Eparchies/ Exarchate/ ETRs.

6. Itis the responsibility of the Curia Bishop to:

a) distribute to the Eparchies and Exarchate and ETR the Information,
Circulars. Pastoral Letters of competent authorities (Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, Chairmen) for the entire Church.

b) publish the Books (liturgical and other) pertaining to the entire Church,
that are published from and kept in the Catholicate Centre.

7.  Common Celebrations of the entire Church, such as July 15, Reunion Day,
etc. are overseen by the Curia Bishop.

8. Prepare the budget for the Curia with the Finance Officer of the Curia to
be presented to the Major-Archbishop Catholicos.

9. Unless otherwise provided, the Curia Bishop functions also as the
Chancellor of theMajor-Archiepiscopal Church.

10. Being the custodian of the Archives, the Curia Bishop has to diligently keep
copies of communications like. Annual Statistics, Tribunal Report, from the
Eparchies. Exarchate and ETR to the Holy See in the archives of the Curia.

11. The Curia Bishop attends to the Press Release and other Communique from
the Curia, after getting consent from the Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

12. The Official Website, the publication of “Malankara’ are supervised and
regularly monitored by the Curia Bishop.

13. The expenses of the Curia Bishop are to be met from the common pool of
fund.

His Beatitude informed the HES that the present Curia Bishop will be issued
aletter of canonical provision with the above terms and conditions.

16. Presentation of the A ccounts of the Construction of the Catholicate Centre;
Maintenance and Financial Administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

The accounts of the construction of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia/Catholicate
Centre were presented by Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios. Till date the total

45



The 13th Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

cost of construction amounted to Rs. 106,068,759/-. The donations from the Bishops
amount to Rs. 1,586,550/-. The contribution from Eparchies is Rs. 8,998,037/-.
The loan amounts to Rs. 17,511,790.00.

A Finance Council consisting of His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos (Chairman), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrystostom and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC was formed to see
to the financial administration of the Catholicate Centre and raise the finances for the
expenses of the Curia.

All the Bishops agreed to share the expenses for installing the transformer and
generator for the centre. It was decided that a “cover collection” shall be introduced
on the Catholicos’ Day. Holy Qurbono intentions absolved according to the intention
of the donors in favour of the Catholicate Centre could be another means of income
for the maintenance of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia and the Catholicate Centre.
It was recommended that the commission given to the Eparchies for the sale of
liturgical books shall be withheld in favour of the Curia.

17. Revision of Salary in Hospitals / Unaided Schools / Ecclesiastical
Institutions

The present situation was explained by His Beatitude the Catholicos. Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos shared with the HES, the developments in Pushpagiri
Medical College. Similarly, His Beatitude gave the details of the staff and their payment
in St. John’s Malankara Medical Village Pirappancode, the new community health
service initiated by the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum. All shared the fact that
the expenses of management and maintenance of these health care institutions are
exorbitantly high. The HES also appreciated the dedication and service of the Staff
of our institutions and expressed solidarity with them.

While there is a need to increase the salary of nurses and other auxiliary staff,
there is no corresponding support from the government or the political parties to
alleviate the difficulties these institutions face. There are also hidden agenda behind
the recent spate of strikes in the hospitals. However, it was decided that the nurses
and other staff of the health care institutions shall be paid the scale of pay prescribed
by the government.

Regarding the payment in unaided schools also, it was decided that the teachers
shall be paid according to the pay scale fixed by the government.

The HES also revised the minimum wages given to the office staff and domestic
staff in our institutions.
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18. New Ventures in the Eparchies, Exarchate, ETRI, ETROI

Each Synod Father was given ten minutes each to share the general faith and
ecclesial life, various activities and new ventures of his Eparchy. Each one spoke on
the general life of his Eparchy, the new projects undertaken by the Eparchy, the new
Churches and presbyteries under construction, repair and maintenance of churches,
debts incurred by the Eparchy, the specific problem faced by the Eparchy, the
functioning of the various pious and other associations, etc. It was a very fruitful
session.

19. Administration of Temporal Goods

It was proposed that Mr. Kandaswamy, who gave a talk on the financial
management of societies and trusts and the new legislations, regulations and restrictions
imposed on them to the CBCI, be invited to give an orientation to all who are
engaged in the management of the temporal goods of the Church. HB the Catholicos
volunteered to arrange the programme in the month of May.

20. Felicitation to Rt. Rev. Kurian Corepiscopo Kaniyamparampil

Rt Rev. Kurian Corepiscopo Kaniyamparampil who is a centenarian is well
known for his liturgical works and translations. He is a good friend of the SMCC. It
was suggested that he could be felicitated on behalf of the SMCC. It was proposed
that the meeting be arranged in the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha.

21. 82" Reunion Day Celebrations

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom reported the planning and the
programming for the celebration of the 82" Reunion Day at Pathanamthitta to be
hosted by the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta. About 400 delegates from the ecclesiastical
districts of the Eparchy gathered together and planned the programme and conduct
of the celebration along with the blessing of the Cathedral of Pathanamthitta. There
will be a three-day Bible convention from 17-19 September 2012. On 20 September,
forenoon, the conventions of the MCCL, MCYM and MCA are to be organized.
At2.30 p.m. on that day will be the reception to the Bishops followed by the blessing

of the Cathedral
21 September 2012:
8.30 a.m. Holy Qurbono
10.30 a.m. — Sending the Suvisesha Sangam
11.00 a.m. — Public Meeting
12.00 Noon — Food
1.30 p.m. — Rally
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22. Other Matters
a. July 15, Mar Ivanios Day

15 July 2012 being a Sunday, the Commemoration Feast of Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios shall be celebrated on Saturday, 14 July 2012.

b. Mar Ephraem’s Day.

The commemoration Day of Mar Epharem, the first Bishop of Marthandom
will be observed on 10 April 2012

c. Jubilee of the Second Vatican Council

The Synodal Commission for Theology was asked to prepare the programme
for the celebration of the golden jubilee of the Second Vatican Council.

d. Tribunal activities

The concerns of the tribunal personnel who met at the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia for a conference of the Canonists and Tribunal Personnel of the SMCC were
reported to the HES by Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos. The need to train the
personnel for the functioning of Eparchial Tribunals and the means to be opted for
the proper and efficient administration of justice through our Tribunals were
highlighted.

e. CBCI proposals on Processes of Delicts against Minors

The above matter was brought to the attention of the Synod Fathers. Itis accepted
by our Church as well. We await the final approved copy of the text of the process
from the CBCL.

CONCLUSION

His Beatitude gave the concluding message in the session of the Holy Episcopal
Synod that began at 5 p.m. on 8 March 2012. His Beatitude underlined that the
Synod-in-session was the first full-fledged Synod convoked in the Blessed Pope
John Paul IT Synod Hall after its blessing and dedication. There was a lot of sharing
in the HES. The Synod convoked just before the blessing of the Holy Myron had its
own significance. His Beatitude thanked Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos for
confecting the Myron for the blessing. His Beatitude also thanked all the collaborators
in the drafting of the Particular Law of our Church. His Beatitude expressed
appreciation for the positive direction given to the MCCL to get it rooted in the
ecclesial life of our Church, especially in the faith formation of our Children. His
Beatitude reminded the members of the HES to urge the Priests and Faithful of their
respective Eparchies to use all the recently published liturgical books of our Church.
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His Beatitude thanked all the staff of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for their service
for the smooth conduct of the HES. His Beatitude wished all the Synod Fathers a
blessed Lenten season and a Happy Easter thereafter. Dedicating the successful
end of the HES to the honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God and
committing the entire SMCC to her motherly intercession, His Beatitude declared
the Thirteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

HES ended with the evening prayers and supper. The following day was spent
inrecollection as an immediate preparation for the liturgy of the blessing of the Holy
Myron.

¥ Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

THIRTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(5 - 8 March 2012)

DECISIONS

The Thirteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod that was convoked from 5 to 8
March 2012 took the following decisions:

1.

On the Next Ordinary HES

The Fourteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church shall be
convoked from 6 p.m. on 21 September to 8 p.m. on 22 September 2012 at
Marygiri, Archbishop’s House, Tiruvalla.

Matters Subsecreto

On the Follow-up of the Decisions and Action-Plan of the First Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church Assembly (SMCCA)

The first group of members of the Ecclesial level Suvisesha Sangam, shall
be commissioned with an oath and promise on 21 September 2012 after the
Holy Qurbono of the Reunion Day Celebrations at Pathanamthitta.

On the Synodal Commissions: Completion of the Process

A priest shall be appointed to co-ordinate our ecclesial activities in the Gulf
Region. Rev. Fr. John Padipurackal, the Priest-in-Charge of the Syro-
Malankara Catholics in Kuwait was proposed to be appointed as the Co-
ordinator of our Church in the Gulf Region.

Congregations of the Order of Imitation of Christ, Sisters of the Imitation of
Christ, Daughters of Mary, Franciscan Missionary Brothers, Sisters of Sacred
Heart, Holy Spirit Sisters, Gathsamen Samarpitha Satsangam, and sui iuris
Monasteries of the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance (Kurisumala
Ashram), Dhyana Ashram and Sisters of Mount Tabor will be represented in
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10.

11.

12.

the Synodal Commission for the Religious. The Superiors General and Provincial
Superiors of the Congregations and the Abbots or Abbesses of sui iuris
monasteries shall be members of the SC for the Religious.

On Matters Concerning the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary

The Eparchial Bishops have the freedom to send seminarians to seminaries
other than the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary. The decision shall become
effective from the beginning of the academic year 2013-’14.

A common text book for curricular formation in the Minor Seminary shall be
prepared by Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios in collaboration with the St.
Mary’s Malankara Seminary.

Matters Subsecreto
On Catechism and MCCL

The decisions of the 12" Ordinary HES will become effective from the academic
year 2013.

The summer camp prepared and guided by the Synodal Commission for Faith
Formation will be known as “Malankara Bible Orientation Camp - MBOC”

The possibility of combining the MBOC with the Bethany Bible Studies (BBS),
the summer camp for children organised by Bethany Ashram will be studied.

On Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM)

In the election of the office-bearers of the MCYM, the rotal system of electing
leaders from all Eparchies, whether big or small, whether far or near, as
practised at present, is to be continued.

On the Rights and Obligations of the Curia Bishop of the SMCC

His Beatitude will give the present Curia Bishop a letter of canonical provision
according to the guidelines prepared by this HES.

13. On the Maintenance and Financial Administration of the Major

Archiepiscopal Curia

A Finance Council consisting of His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos (Chairman), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios will see to the financial
administration of the Catholicate Centre and raise the finances for the expenses
of the Curia.
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14.

Decisions

All Bishops will share the expenses for installing the transformer and generator
for the Catholicate Centre.

A ““cover collection” shall be introduced on the Catholicos Day.

On Revision of Salary in Hospitals/ Unaided Schools/ Ecclesiastical
Institutions

The nurses and other staff of the health care institutions shall be paid according
to the salary scale prescribed by the government.

Inunaided schools the teachers shall be paid according to the salary scale fixed
by the government.

The minimum salary to be given to the office staff and domestic staff is revised.

¥ Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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Valedictory Message

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
ATTHE THIRTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 5 TO 8 MARCH 2012

Venerable Synod Fathers,

As we conclude this thirteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church,
I'am before you with great joy and gratitude. This was the first Synod convoked in
this Blessed Pope John Paul II Hall after its blessing and dedication. As we have
traversed eight decades of ecclesial life, we realize how lovingly and with what
foresight God intervened in our Life. Let us thanks the God Almighty for all the
blessings he showered on us as a Church.

I 'am also happy to thank you all, my brothers in the Episcopate, for your active
participation in the Synod. These three days have helped us to pray, discuss and
make decisions concerning the matters of our Church. Together we discern God’s
will and fulfill our obligations in the daily life of our Church.

This Synod convoked just before the blessing of the Holy Myron has its own
significance. As you know it is an expression of the communion that we foster and
enjoy in our Church. I thank Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos for confecting the
Myron for the blessing.

We have promulgated the Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. It was the fruit of concerted research, study and codification work.
Our efforts are also extolled by the Holy See. I am extremely happy to thank all the
collaborators in the drafting of the Particular Law of our Church.

The work of the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation is stupendous. On
behalf of the Church, I appreciate the care you take in the faith formation of our
Children.

Let me thank all the staff of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for their service for
the smooth conduct of the HES.

I wish you all a blessed Lenten season and a Happy Easter thereafter. I commit
the entire SMCC to the motherly intercession of our Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother
of God.

I declare this Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

¥ Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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08.03.2012
Press Release

The Holy Episcopal Synod
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
concluded

The 13th Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, which is started on 5 March 2012, concluded at the Catholicate Centre,
Trivandrum on 08 March 2012. Archbishop His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos, His
Excellencies Most Rev. Dr. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Dr.
Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar
Paulos, Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas,
Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Dr. Samuel Mar Irenios and
Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Stephanos were present in the Synod, presided over
by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos. The Holy Episcopal
Synod discussed mainly on the means of actualizing the follow-up programmes of
the First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly of the Church. The guidelines for the for-
mation of the Suvisheshasangam, reorganization of the Synodal Commissions, the
evaluation of the Apostolic activities of the Church in Indian and abroad were dis-
cussed. The Holy Episcopal Synod evaluated that the social commitment and the
dedication of the people who are working the ecclesiastical institutions as important
and also decided to ensure reasonable wages.

The Synod also extended prayerful condolence of the Syro-Malankara Catho-
lic Church on the demise of Sri. P.K. Narayana Panicker, president of Nair Service
Society and Dr Geevarghese Mar Osthathios, the metropolitan of the Niranam dio-
cese of the Malankara Orthodox Church. The Synod also expressed the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church’s prayerful wishes to the new Cardinal His Eminence
Mar George Alencherry, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church and
Rt. Rev. Monsignor Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, first prelate of new diocese of
Faridabad for the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church.
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The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church expressed its deep sentiment on the kill-
ing of the fishermen and extended its condolences to bereaved family members. The
church also requested Governments at Central and State to initiate urgent steps to
ensure the safety of the fishermen and fishing boats venturing out to the sea for
fishing.

Following the Holy Episcopal Synod, today, the Synod Fathers observe the day of

prayer in preperation with the Holy Myron which will be held at Pattom St. Mary's
Cathedral on 9 and 10 March.

Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios
Curia Bishop & Chancellor
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SYNODALACTS

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT
HIS BEATITUDE MORAN MOR BECHARA BOUTROS AL RAI,
PATRIARCH OF THE SYRIAN MARONITE CHURCH
21 September 2012
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT
HIS BEATITUDE MORAN MOR BECHARA BOUTROS AL RAI,
PATRIARCH OF THE SYRIAN MARONITE CHURCH
(21 September 2012)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked the fourteenth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod at Marygiri Archbishop’s House on 21 and 22
September 2012. The Synod was to gather itself at the Archbishop’s house
immediately after the end of the 82" Reunion Anniversary celebrations held at
Pathanamthitta on 21 September. His Beatitude Moran Mor Bechara Boutros al
Rai, the Patriarch of Syrian Maronite Church from Lebanon was the chief guest at
the celebrations.

Since the situation at end of the Reunion Day celebrations was hectic, and since
some members of the HES had to participate in the programmes of His Beatitude
Moran Mor Bechara Boutros al Rai the following day, His Beatitude the Catholicos
declared the convoked synod as an Extraordinary Synod held in honour of the
visiting Patriarch.

The Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod (HES) met at the conference hall of
Marygiri at 7.00 p.m. on Friday, 21 September 2012.

The members of the Synod-His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary
of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas,
Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Eusebios, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios
OIC, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos-were
present. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla
was absent due to his ill-health.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.
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His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the President of the HES welcomed
His Beatitude Moran Mor Bechara Boutros al Rai to the extraordinary session of
the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. He also welcomed
Most Rev. Paul Sayab and Most Rev. Baulos Rouhana, the Bishops accompanying
the Patriarch as special invitees to the Holy Synod. His Beatitude introduced all the
members of the HES to His Beatitude.

In his welcome address, His Beatitude the Catholicos recalled the warm
welcome and the hospitality accorded to him by the Patriarch and his team on the
former’s visit to Lebanon on the occasion of the visit of His Holiness Pope Benedict
XVI to Lebanon. His Beatitude also thanked the Patriarch for his visit to the
Malankara Catholic Church immediately after papal visit to Lebanon. As the Patriarch
of the Maronites in Lebanon, His Beatitude had a great responsibility in the conduct
of the Papal visit. It is before its stress had melted down that His Beatitude undertook
the tedious journey to Malankara. His Beatitude the Catholicos thanked the Patriarch
for this great gesture of communion between the Maronite Church and the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, both belonging to the West Syrian Antiochene tradition.

His Beatitude the Patriarch addressed the HES. He expressed his joy in visiting
India and the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and said that he was looking forward
to an opportunity like this, to forge a tie up with the Oriental Churches in India and
to strengthen the communion. He appreciated the apostolic lineage of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and the ritual affinity with the Syro-Antiochene Church.
His Beatitude also promised all possible co-operation of the Maronite Syrian Church
with the SMCC. His Beatitude also introduced the other Bishops accompanying
him to the HES.

In the discussion that followed, the ways and means of collaboration between
the Maronite Syrian Church and the SMCC. The possibility of exchange of
seminarians and students for higher studies in Theology and Liturgy was discussed.

Thereafter, His Beatiude the Catholicos thanked His Beatitude the Patriarch
and the Bishops and Rev. Fr. Abdo Badwi for their gracious gesture of communion
and co-operation shown through the visit. His Beatitude the Catholicos also expressed
the hope of strengthening the relations through various means in the years to come.
They left the HES.

After the Patriarch left the HES, a few important topics were taken up:

82" Reunion Day: First of all, His Beatitude the Catholicos congratulated and
thanked Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom for the successful conduct of the
82" Reunion Day and the blessing of the Cathedral of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta.
Most Rev. Chrysostom thanked all the members of the HES for their support and
participation.

Seminary Formation: The mode of execution of the decision of the Thirteenth
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Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod that “the Eparchial Bishops shall have the freedom
to send seminarians to seminaries other than the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary”’
was discussed. It was decided that His Beatitude the Catholicos shall communicate
the matter to the seminary.

The Chairman of the seminary commission, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios
informed that the service of Rev. Fr. James Kurianal, Professor of Scripture, from
the Eparchy of Kothamangalam would be available for the seminary. He could be
appointed as a resident professor.

Request from the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum for a small plot of land
to be allotted for use as cemetery adjacent to the existing cemetery was considered
by the HES. After due evaluation of the request, the HES gave its consent to the
request.

Caritas Malankara: Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Social Action, introduced the proposal to constitute “Caritas
Malankara” an apex body for co-ordinating the development institutions and charitable
activities of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Due to lack of time, it was decided
that the matter would be taken up at the next HES.

Bethany Sannadha Seva Sangam (BSSS): His Beatitude the Catholicos informed
the HES that he had received a request for the approval of the bye-laws of Bethany
Sannadha Seva Sangam (BSSS), from the Superior General of Bethany Ashram.
His Beatitude the Catholicos said that in the present context of organizing the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Suvisesha Sangam, the formation of a similar organization is not
expedient; hence the matter was not taken up for consideration.

The Fourteenth Ordinary HES: After due deliberation, the date of the next
Ordinary HES, that is, the Fourteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod was fixed; it
is to be convoked from 1 to 5 March 2013. The Synod would commence with the
concelebrated Holy Qurbono at 6 p.m. on Friday, 1 March 2013 and would end in
the afternoon on Tuesday, 5 March 2013.

Conclusion

His Beatitude the Catholicos thanked Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the
Secretary of the HES, and Metropolitan-Archbishop of Tiruvalla for hosting the
HES. He also thanked all the Most Rev. Bishops for their participation in the Synod
in site of the heavy schedule of the Reunion Day celebrations at Pathanamthitta. His
Beatitude declared the Synod closed at 9 p.m.

¥ Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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given by His Beatitude Patriarch Bechara Boutros Al Rai
at the Major Archbishop’s House in Trivandrum
On 19 September 2012

I wish to welcome all of you journalists and all the correspondents and
representatives of the media who have taken the time to come and meet with us this
afternoon.

We are in this country upon the kind invitation of His Beatitude Major
Archbishop Catholicos Mar Basilios Cleemis. I wish to greet him and thank him for
his kind invitation. We are very happy to come and visit a Sister Church and get to
know her better, become more aware of her role, her identity and her mission. In
fact both our Churches belong to the Syriac Tradition; the Maronite Church having
originated in the first Christian Community founded by Saint Peter in Antioch, and
the Saint Thomas Church founded in this great and culturally rich country of yours,
founded by Saint Thomas the Apostle. Getting to know each other better we hope
to enrich each other with our spiritual, cultural and liturgical traditions. We want to
endeavor also to cultivate a greater cooperation between our two Churches in their
respective cultures and missions, in Asia and the Middle East, always in view of
deeper cooperation in the spirit of communion and witness, as the Holy Father has
instructed us in the post-synodal Apostolic exhortation for the Middle East.

I'like to take this opportunity to thank the civil authorities for their courteous
hospitality and the care they are taking to make our visit both comfortable and safe.

We have come from Lebanon where we received His Holiness Pope Benedict
XVTIfor three days, as you know, from 14 to 16 of this month. He came as a pilgrim
of peace to deliver to us, and through us to all the Churches in the Middle Eastern
region, the post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation “The Church in the Middle East:
Communion and Witness”, as a fallow up to the Special Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops for the Middle East held in Rome, October 2010.

Lebanon, as you know, is the only country in the Middle East in which Christians
and Muslims decided together to live in harmony in a secular state, practically the
only country in the region in which Islam is not the religion of the State. Christians
and Muslims are equally represented in the parliament as well as in the government.
This formula is unique worldwide and it guarantees, under the constitution, total
freedom of speech, freedom of religion and, above all freedom of conscience. It
guarantees also the acceptance of diversity within unity, the openness to modernity
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and to the world at large. Due to all the features of Lebanon mentioned above, that
political formula can be proposed as the way forward to a democratic government
for the countries struggling to find a replacement for their old regimes. The dictatorial
regimes that were swept away as a result of the Arab awakening, left a dangerous
vacuum liable to be filled up, if one is not careful, by new regimes not less authoritarian
than the previous ones.

We came from a region which has been going through a very deep change
where the people have defied dictators and demanded freedom, democracy and
human rights. Unfortunately we have witnessed much violence and bloodshed. In
Syria the conflict has, in the opinion of UN officials, degenerated into a civil war.
Many countries are sending in arms and supporting the uprising. This way of behaving
is making life very difficult and very dangerous for all and more particularly for
citizens’ itis pouring oil on the fire.

No one doubts the legitimacy of the demands put forward by the people’ but
violence is not’ in our opinion, the way to reach those goals. This is why we call
upon the various parties concerned to come to the table and try to find a political
solution through dialogue.

- Bechara Boutros Al Rai
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The Blessing of the Holy Myron

Blessing of the Holy Myron: Brief Report

The blessing of the Holy Myron of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was held
at Pattom St. Mary's Cathedral on 9 and 10 March 2012. His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church blessed the Holy Myron for the entire Church at St Mary's Cathedral,
Pattom, Trivandrum. His Grace Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, His Excellencies
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom,
Most Rev. Dr Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Dr Joseph Mar Thomas, Most
Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Dr Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Dr Thomas
Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Dr Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Dr Thomas
Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Dr Samuel Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Dr Philipose
Mar Stephanos concelebrated in the solemn blessing. 12 priests, 12 Deacons, 6
Heupyadakons and 6 Koruyos representing the various priests were concelebrated
the blessing ceremony.

The first part of the blessing of Holy Myron was started at 3 p.m. on 9 March. The
second part of the ceremony was held at 6.30 a.m on 10 March. The Holy Myron
is prepared by mixing of pure olive oil, specially prepared with various aromas, with
Balsam, an aroma. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Liturgy, Rev. Fr Issac Parappallil, the Secretary of the Synodal
Commission for Liturgy and Rev. Fr Kuriakos Thadathil, MC of Liturgical
celebrations took the leadership for the blessing ceremony. The ceremony ended
with the Holy Qurbono. Many people including the Priests, Religious, Brothers, and
Faithful were participated the ceremony.
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Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
appointed a member of the College of Cardinals
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Venerabili Fratri
BASELIOS CLEEMIS THOTTUNKAL
Archiepiscopo Maiori Trivandrensi Syrorum Malankarensium

Tibi per has Litteras significamus Nos, in proxime Consistorio
celebrando die XXIV mensis Novembris, Te esse cooptaturos in Sanctae
Romanae Ecclesiae Cardinalium Collegium, ut peculiaremn bencvolentiam
Nostram Tibi pandamus atque tua erga Ecclesiam promerita huius insignis
dignitatis praemio decoremus necnon ministerio Nostro in bonum Eeclesiae
universae pressius associemus.

Scias interea quae Tibi per has Litteras significavimus omnino sub
peculiari secreto pontificio esse, usque dum publici juris fiant die XXIV
mensis Octobris, hora duodecima meridiana Romae.

Apostolicam Benedictionem Tibi ex animo in Domino impertimus,

propensae Nostrae voluntatis pignus.

Ex Aedibus Vaticanis, die XXHI mensis Octobris, anno MMXII,
Pontificatus Nostri octavo.

ﬂ dschaa ok,
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Appointment of His Beatitude as the Cardinal

English Translation of the letter

Te Our Venerable Brother
BASELIOS CLEMENT THOTTUNKAL
Major Archbishop of Trivandrum of Syro-Malankarians

Through this Letter We informa You that, in the next Consistory to be
celebrated on the 24™ day of the month of November, We will include You
among the College of Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, in order to
open wide to You Our special benevolence and to decorate Your merits
towards the Church with the prize of this prominent dignity as well as to

associate You more closely to Our ministry for the good of the universal

Church.

In the meantime, please know that what We have communicated to
You through this Letter remains entirely under special pontifical secret, up
to the time when it will be made public on the 24" day of the month of

October, at twelve necon Rome time.

From the heart Wc impart to You in the Lord the Apostolic Blessiﬁg,

as pledge of Our benevolent will.

From the Vatican, on the 23" day of the month of October, in the
year 2012, the eighth of Our Pontificate.

Benedicius PP. XVT

99



Documentation

Malayalam Translation of the letter
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The Blessing of the Holy Myron

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No. CPL 1/2012

Praise be to th_é Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal, consubstantial

The Blessing of the Holy Myron

Consecration of Holy Myron, which is the most venerated in the Church after
Holy Qurbono, is an apostolic responsibility entrusted on the Head of the Church
(Patriarch/Catholicos). In 2003, my predecessor Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Catholicos of revered memory had consecrated the Holy Myron at St. Mary’s
Cathedral.

Here with I announce to you the consecration of the Holy Myron which will be
done for the entire Syro-Malankara Catholic Church by the hands of me, humble
servant, on the 9" and 10" of March, 2012. The Consecration of the Holy Myron,
which is one of the primary duties of the bishop-hood entrusted to me, is very
important holy service for all of us. I wish to have with me in this service the prayers
of all the people of God of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

It is noteworthy that all the bishops of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
and 12 priests, 12 deacons 12 sub deacons, and 12 Koruyoons selected from our
church join to me in the consecration of Holy Myron. It means that it is a service in
which people in all the different Orders of priesthood participate. This specially
prepared oil is pure olive oil mixed with more than a hundred different spices and
made aromatic by adding balsam.

Itis with several days fasting and intense prayer that all the bishops, the main
celebrant and all the concelebrants, prepare themselves for the consecration of the
Holy Myron. That is why we administer this sacrament with fasting and abstinence
during these holy days of great Lent. I exhort all the priests, religious and the people
of God to join me in fasting and prayer during this time of lent so that this sacrament
may be administered in its perfection.

The Church teaches three things about the Holy Myron

112



Pastoral Letters

1. Holy Seal and Sign

The seal and sign of Christ are given to one with the Holy Chrismation (Sacrament
of Confirmation) which is given after the Sacrament of Baptism. At the time of
Chrismation by making the sign of the cross with the Holy Myron on the forehead
one is being separated as Jesus” own. This seal and Sign protect one as the helmet
of salvation. And also it gives all the gifts of the Holy Spirit that are essential for
Christian life. In the early Church the Apostles used to hand out this gift of the Holy
Spirit. It was continued by their descendents, the bishops. The Latin Church still
keeps this tradition; it is reserved to the bishops to administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation. But in the Eastern Churches the college of Bishops of each church
joins to its head to consecrate the Holy Myron. The Holy Myron that is consecrated
by the college of bishops, who are descendents of the Apostles, is entrusted to the
priests and through them, for the bishop, the seal, sign and the gifts of the Holy Spirit
are given to the people by anointing them with the Holy Myron.

2. Spiritual Aroma

In the book of the early Church, Apostolic Constitution, Holy Myron is called
the Aroma of Christ. It is on this basis that the Syrian Church, when she consecrates
the Holy Myron, prepares it by adding more than a hundred different spices and
makes it aromatic by mixing balsam to it. When someone anoints oneself with
delightful scent, its sweet smell is felt not only to that person but also to all who come
around him. What is meant here by the Aroma of Christ is nothing but the Aroma
of the Gospel. Anointing with the Holy Myron (the sacrament of Confirmation) fills
one with the Gospel of Christ and enables him to transmit the aroma of the Gospel.

3. Weapon against the army of opposition/the enemy

St. Paul depicts Christians as soldiers of Christ. “Put on the whole armour of
God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle
is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly places.” (Eph. 6:12-14) The Church sees Holy Myron as the
weapon that empowers one to fight against the three-fold evil powers of world, sin
and devil. So also the churches that are consecrated with the Holy Myron are filled
with an everlasting seal and the life/divinity of the Holy Spirit. Only those churches
that are completed with their construction work are consecrated with the Holy Myron.
And also we pray in our funeral liturgy: “Have mercy on the servant who has received
the seal of the sign of the Cross and the Holy Myron from baptism.”

At this holy occasion when I, together with my brother Metropolitans and
bishops, consecrate for the entire church the Holy Myron which is very much attached
to the life of the faithful, I ask to empower my hands with your hands of prayers.
Israel won the battle as long as Hur and Aaron held Moses” hands up. Let it help us,
who are anointed with the Holy Myron, to fight against the evil powers of the present
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time when the Christian Church is facing numerous challenges. As we are consecrating
the Holy Myron which will be used to anoint our coming generation let us pray
together for our Church. Let this service be a blessing for us all.

The first part of the consecration of the Holy Myron will start on Friday the 9"
of March at 3 p.m. The services of the second day will start at 7 am on Saturday the
10" of March. I specially invite you all to come and participate in this consecration
ceremony of the Holy Myron which will be conducted at St. Mary’s Cathedral
Church, Pattom.

The inauguration of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Suvishesah Sangam will
take place after the Holy Qurbono on the 10" of March. The members will be
prayed over and will be sent out conferring apostolic blessing. The Particular Laws
that we, after being elevated to the status of an Archiepiscopal Church, codified and
submitted before the Holy See has got approved. Thus it is with great joy I announce
that the Particular Laws of our Church (Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church-CPCSMCC) will be officially promulgated on the
10" of March.

As we are preparing to remember and observe the passion of Christ during this
Lent, let us make it a time of prayer, penance and acts of charity. We must give
special attention to spiritual renewal as we are observing lent on personal, family
and parish levels. We must be zealous in making this Lenten observance a blessing
for the suffering in the society through our acts of Charity. I wish you all a blessed
Lenten Season and the greetings of a Easter.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our Father and Apostle
St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

 Baselios Cleemis Catholicos

Major Archbishop

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

15.02.2012
Catholicate centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepicopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No CPL 2/2012

self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial !

The Year of Faith and the 59" Feast of Commemoration
of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are preparing to celebrate with devotion the Feast of Commemoration of
the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios. We should prepare ourselves to receive
the spiritual and ecclesial patrimony entrusted to us by the Servant of God in accord
with the message of the Year of Faith that we observe now in the Church.

The Holy Father, Pope Benedict X VI proclaimed the Year of Faith through the
Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei (PF) or the Door of Faith given Motu Proprio. The
Holy Father chose Acts of the Apostles Chapter 14 verse 27 as the basis of this
Apostolic Letter. When St. Paul and St. Barnabas who preached the Gospel in
various places reached Antioch, “they called the Church together and related all that
God had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles”.
The Holy Father interprets this verse in relation with the contemporary ecclesial
events. 11 October 2012, the day the Year of Faith begins, is the 20" Anniversary
Day of the publication of the text of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 24
November 2013, the day the Year of Faith ends, is the fiftieth Anniversary Day of
the beginning of the Second Vatican Council. Reminding us of these two historical
events, the Holy Father says that the teachings of the Council “need to be read
correctly, to be widely known and taken to heart as important and normative texts
of the Magisterium, with the Church’s Tradition...” (PF'5).
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The invitation and directives for spiritual and ecclesial renewal echoed all through
the First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly of our Church convoked last year. There
is an inseparable relation between the life of faith and evangelisation. “Therefore, we
have to strengthen all our apostolic activities on real spiritual foundation. With this
end, in unity with the Universal Church", I declared the year 2012, a Year of Faith
in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church” (Prot. No. CPL 3/2011). On 10 March
2012, the day the Holy Myron was blessed, the Year of Faith commenced in our
Church.

We believe that faith exists in the different domains of our activities. However, it
becomes evident in Porta Fidei that the Holy Father is anxious of the danger
contained in this presupposition. The Pope begins his teaching with imparting basic
knowledge of faith. “To profess faith in the Trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - is
to believe (cf. 1 Jn 4:8): the Father, who in the fullness of time sent his Son, for our
salvation; Jesus Christ, who in the mystery of his death and resurrection redeemed
the world; the Holy Spirit, who leads the Church across the centuries as we await
the Lord’s glorious return” (PF 1). This is the fundamental truth of faith. The door of
faith leads us to the door of communion with God. The entrance into this faith is not
a human work. Instead, it is made possible by the grace of God. “It is possible to
cross that threshold when the word of God is proclaimed and the heart allows itself
to be shaped by transforming grace” (PF 1). Itis a journey of faith ““so as to shed
ever clearer light on the joy and renewed enthusiasm of the encounter with Christ’
(PF 2). Here the Pope reminds us of a failure that happened in history: “Christians
are more concerned for the social, cultural and political consequences of their
commitment” (PF 2). Therefore, they misunderstand that faith exists as a self-evident
presupposition for life in society. In reality, this presupposition leads the community
of the faithful either to the non-acceptance or the denial of faith. In this circumstance,
like the Samaritan woman, we should have the urge to approach Christ and to drink
from the living source (Jn 4:14). The Lord invites us continuously to believe in him
and to reach salvation through his Word and through the bread of life that he gives
and through the works according to the will of God (PF 3).

In the journey towards the Lord, a renewal with repentance is essential.
Therefore, we should constantly hear “the summons to an authentic and renewed
conversion to the Lord, the one Saviour of the world” (PF 6) and try to be
transformed. In the words of St. Paul, it is “faith working through love” (Gal 5:6).
This work strengthens us to deepen our faith and to be transformed by it and hence,
to proclaim the faith. “For the love of Christ urges us on” (2 Cor 5:14) to
proclaim Christ.

The course of the journey of faith is ‘from faith to faith’. It is a progression by
which we reach Christ and thus reaching Christ, we are in a process of deepening
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the faith (PF 7). The Church is passing through an epoch that necessitates confessing
the faith. The Pope especially urges that this year should “arouse in every believer
the aspiration to profess the faith in fullness and with renewed conviction, with
confidence and hope” (PF 9, 10).

The Holy Father teaches us that faith is a joint act of the will and intellect.
Knowledge, assent and acceptance are the necessary factors of the faith. “Knowledge
of faith opens a door into the fullness of the saving mystery revealed by God. The
giving of assent implies that, when we believe, we freely accept the whole mystery
of faith, because, the guarantor of its truth is God who revelas himself and allows us
to know his mystery of love” (PF 10).

“Faith without works is dead...” (James 2:14-18). Condensing the Biblical
thoughts, the Pope reminds us that “faith without charity bears no fruit, while charity
without faith would be a sentiment constantly at the mercy of doubt” (PF 14). This
is the testimony of charity.

The Saints and the Blessed are the authentic witnesses of the faith. Hence, the
practical recommendations for the Year of Faith suggest disseminating the knowledge
of the local saints of the territory for the propagation of faith. In the light of the
teaching of the Holy Father and the practical recommendations, as we celebrate the
Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God during this Year of Faith, we should
try to fathom the charism and the holiness of life of Mar Ivanios.

When the Servant of God instructs us that, “it is a fact to be admitted that the
great lamp lit as directed by the Saviour Jesus the Messiah in the year 52 A.D. (in
India), still remains the same as in the beginning without shedding light or vigour to
the shady dark surrounding” (Girideepam, p. 66), we are reminded of the words of
the Holy Father that “we cannot accept that salt should become tasteless or the light
be kept hidden” (PF 3). On faith formation, the Servant of God teaches us: “Man
has the sense of reason and understanding from his birth; but, if it is not fostered by
education, one will not attain growth of his mind. Similarly, though the Christian born
again through baptism has the seed of faith in him, it should be grown and made
fruitful through the instructions and teachings of the Church made available by the
priests and teachers” (Pastoral Letter No. 1/42, 6 January 1942).

It is already informed that this year’s common celebration of the Feast of
Commemoration of the Servant of God concludes on 14 July. Imploring the
intercession of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios, under the leadership of our youth
movement (MCYM) the padayatra will begin on 09 July starting from Kurissumala-
Perunnadu, Kanyakumari and Tiruvalla to Pattom Cathedral. From Mavelikara, the
birth place of the Servant of God, the padayatra will begin on 8 July. It is informed
that a large number of Faithful from the Extra Territorial Regions in India will join the
padayatra. I urge all the Faithful to obtain blessing, participating with devotion in
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this padayatra done in prayer and meditation. The padayatrees will reach the tomb
at 5.00 p.m., on Friday, 13 July. Thereafter, at 6.00 p.m., we will have the Evening
Prayer and Dhoopaprarthana. At 8.30 a.m., on Saturday, 14 July, we will have the
Morning Prayer, solemn Holy Qurbono, Dhoopaprarthana and Nercha. In
preparation for the Feast of Commemoration, prayer services will begin at the tomb
from 9 a.m. on 30 June. Every day, these services end with the Holy Qurbono at
5.30 p.m. Arrangements are made to celebrate Holy Qurbono with the intention of
intercession to the Servant of God Mar Ivanios and and to offer Nercha to obtain
blessings. Every day, there is also the chance to avail the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

On Sunday, 15 July, the Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God is to
be observed in all our churches. On that day, the parish priests are obliged to celebrate
the Holy Qurbono for the intention of the People of God as per the Particular Canons
of our Church that has come into force recently (CPCSMCC c 138).

Let us obtain the blessing of God personally, as a family and as a community by
celebrating the Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios in this
Year of Faith. May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our Father
and Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen.

God bless you all!
Your humble servant in the Lord
Sd/-
% Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-MalankaraCatholic Church
27.06.2012

Catholicate centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram.

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.:This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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Reunion Day

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepicopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No CPL 3/2012

Praise be to the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial !

82" Reunion Anniversary Celebration
and the consecration of the Cathedral of Pathanamthitta

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are preparing to celebrate the 82 Reunion anniversary. Together with the
consecration of the Cathedral of the new Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, we celebrate
this anniversary with various programmes, from 17 to 21 September 2012. His
Beatitude Bechara Boutros al-Rahi, the Patriarch of the Maronite Syrian Catholic
Church, will participate in the celebrations. The presenceof His Beatitude, the
Patriarch, will be a solemn symbol of the universal ecclesial communion we have
achieved through the Reunion Movement.

This year’s celebration of the Reunion Anniversary shall be celebrated in
conjunction with the Year of Faith proclaimed in the Church. ““The new evangelization
for the transmission of the Christian Faith”, the theme of the Synod convoked by the
Holy Father in Vatican in the month of October 2012, shall be made the topic of our
study.

I dealt with the celebration of the Year of Faith in my pastoral letter sent to you
on the occasion of the Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanios. The patrimony, bequeathed to us by our venerable father, the Servant
of God Mar Ivanios, the Father of the Reunion Movement, consists of faith for the
sanctification of life and new vigour for the new evangelization of the Church.
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What does the Church mean by “the new evangelization for the transmission of
the Christian Faith”? The command by our Divine Lord to “go into all the world and
preach the good news to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15) is carried out in the
world through the first evangelization. It is continued today. However, ecclesial life
founded on the Word of God suffers loss of vigour in the modern circumstances of
the world.

In this context, “the new evangelization is the courage to forge new paths in
responding to the changing circumstances and conditions facing the Church in her
call to proclaim and live the Gospel today™. “It is a spiritual activity capable of
recapturing in our times the courage and forcefulness of the first Christians and the
first missionaries” (Lineamenta of the 13" Ordinary General Assembly of the Bishops,
No.5). Itrequires a process of discerning the vitality of Christianity.

The Church ought to take a giant step forward in her evangelization effort. The
Church ought to enter into a new stage of history in her missionary dynamism. Now,
in the circumstances of the significant changes taking place, we ought to encounter
the challenges, which today s society and culture, are posing to the Christian faith, its
proclamation and its witness. New evangelization is the renewed efforts of the Church
to achieve this.

The ecclesial communion movement initiated by the Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanios is essentially a call to an ecclesial centred faith-life and new evangelization.
The Servant of God gave the clarion-call for the renaissance of faith at a time the
Malankara Church was in spiritual decadence. He intended the new evangelization
of the Malankara Church through ecclesial communion.

The Holy Father convoked the Synod in the background of the Golden Jubilee
of the Second Vatican Council which renewed the Church in its faith-life. Before
Second Vatican Council clearly taught that the Church, the light and hope of the
world, founded by the Lord, subsists in the Catholic Church (LG 8), the Servant of
God Mar Ivanios imbibed this truth of faith and urged the Malankara Church to
acceptit.

For us, the new evangelization is the spiritual effort to renew the faith-life of the
Malankara Church. As the new evangelization teaches us how to read and interpret
the new circumstances in human history, Reunion Movement is a truthful guide to the
Malankara ecclesial life. The historical realities that appear in the horizon of the
Malankara Church proclaims the relevance of the communion endeavors of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. If lethargy has crept in the communion endeavors,
we shall recapture it in the spirit of the new evangelization. Thus, may the 82"
Reunion Day be a day of recommitment.
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The celebrations will begin with the “Pathanamthitta Malankara Catholic
Convention to be held on 17, 18, and 19 September. The MCA, MCYM and
MCCL will conduct their seminars on 20 September. At 2 p.m. on the same day, a
grandreception will be accorded to His Beatitude Moran Mor Bechara Boutros al-
Rahi and all the Bishops of our Church. This will be followed by the consecration of
the Cathedral of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta. The solemn Pontifical concelebrated
Holy Qurbono of the Reunion Day will be at 8 a.m. on 21 September. In the public
meeting that follows His Beatitude Cardinal Mar George Alanchery, the Major
Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, Sri Oommen Chandy, the Honorable
Chief Minister of Kerala and other social and political leaders will participate. The
celebrations will end with the grand rally. Let us pray for the success of the
celebrations.

Representing our Church, I will participate in the Synod to be convoked in
Rome in October. I request your prayers for the success of the Synod and for me
personally.

God bless you all!

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our Father and Apostle
St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord
Sd/-
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-MalankaraCatholic Church
26.08.2012
Catholicate Centre, Pattom
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On Laity Day

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Message on the Laity Day-2012
by Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Laity

Dear Reverend Fathers, Reverend Sisters & my beloved young friends,

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church observes the Laity Day on Sunday, 6
May. Wish you all, the peace and joy of the Risen Lord. Being in the world, may you
get the courage to live as the faithful witness of the Lord.

In the decree of the Vatican Council on the Church (Lumen Gentium, 31), the
word ‘Faithful’ is defined as “‘all the faithful except those in holy orders and those in
the state of religious life specially approved by the Church. These faithful are by
baptism made one body with Christ and are constituted among the People of God;
they are in their own way made sharers in the priestly, prophetical, and kingly functions
of Christ; and they carry out for their own part the mission of the whole Christian
people in the Church and in the world.”

The documents, the Lay Apostolate (Apostolicam Actuositatem), a decree of
Vatican Council and the Lay Faithful (Christifideles Laici) an apostolic exhortation,
teach us about the role of laity in the Church. The workers in the vineyard, referred in
the Gospel of St. Mathew (Mt: 20:1-2) are the People of God. The Laity are the
workers of the world which is like the vineyard to be transformed according to the
plan of God. The Laity are not only the workers in the vineyard but are the branches
of vine, the Christ (John 15:5). St. Peter, the Apostle, addressed the community of
faithful with the titles a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a chosen people (1 Pet2: 9).

The Pope Pius XII said about the Laity as follows: “The faithful, precisely, Lay
faithful are in the forefront of the Church. For them the Church is the animating
principle of human society. Therefore, they have an ever-clearer consciousness that
they are not only a part of the Church, but they are the Church. That is, the communion
of faithful on earth under the leadership of the Pope, the Supreme Head and in
communion with him, the bishops; they are the Church.” (AAS 38 (1946) 149).
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The Laity is called to holiness. The life of each lay person shall be rooted in the
Gospel. All Christians shall choose again the path which is being renewed by the
Gospel. The exhortation of St. Peter, “be holy in all your conduct” (1 peter 1:15) be
accomplished by each lay person in life. The children of Church, as the unity in the
Trinity, shall be one community in the Church. “T am the true vine, and my Father is
the gardener... Remain in me, as I also remain in you” (Jn 15:1-4). As the community
of the Lord and the Disciples, the laity, the branches shall be in union with Christ, the
true Vine.

The Laity has a main role in the fulfillment of the salvific-mission of the Church.
The laity shall fulfill their mission in their own sphere of activity. There will be major
role for the missionary activity of Laity, where the Church cannot act freely. A person
is to be a Christian not only in the church; but he should be a person, who gives
witnesses to Christ in all fields. “Since the laity, in accordance with their state of life,
live in the midst of the world and its concerns, they are called by God to exercise
their apostolate in the world like leaven, with the ardor of the spirit of Christ” (AA
2).Itis very essential to participate in the goals of evangelization and to accord with
them. The aim of the Church is to propagate the Gospel, sanctify the people, and to
form Christian conscience in them, thereby radiate the spirit of the Gospel to different
communities and circumstances (AA 23, 65). As being the members of the Church,
the laity has the vocation and mission to preach the Gospel.

The Owner of the vineyard calls the workers at different hours (St. Gregory).
The different hours of calling signifies the different stages in the life of a person.
Everybody is called to work for the Kingdom of God depending on the diversity of
the call, circumstance and levels. Despite of child, woman, male or old, all are
considered as branches of productive Vine. “Each of you should use whatever gift
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms” (1 Pet4:10).

Everybody has received very significant call. The basic objective of formation
of Lay Faithful is to find out obviously one’s own call and to fulfill one’s mission by
realizing voluntarily the same in life. The Church, our Mother, vigilantly pays attention
to the formation of the Lay faithful and the discernment of their call.

The lay brethrens shall be equipped to share the divine mission to withstand in
the midst of the greave and complex problems of the world with maturity, hope and
reason. The faithful is called to participate in the divine mission of formation. It is
possible through the self-sharing and activities of the life of the Church. Through the
mutual communion and the co-habitation of the members including clergy, religious
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and laity, the lay faithful are formed in the Church and by the Church.

Their primary and immediate task is not to establish and develop the ecclesial
community.... but to evangelize their own area of activities like, politics, social,
economics, culture, sciences and arts, of international life, of the mass media.
(Evangeli Nuntiandi 70

In line with the same words, the Christifideles Laici (the Lay Faithful), the
apostolic exhortation of Pope John Paul II, given at the end of the Synod, which
was convoked to deliberate on the call and mission of laity and the Ecclesia in
Asia, Apostolic exhortation published at the end of the Asian Synod held in 1998,
speak about the Lay evangelization. In Ecclesia in Asia, Pope John Paul II speaks
as follows: “By the grace and call of Baptism and Confirmation, all lay people are
missionaries; and the arena of their missionary work is the vast and complex worlds
of politics, economics, industry, education, the media, science, technology, the arts
and sport”. (Ecclesia in Asia 45).

The world wherein they live is the arena of evangelization of the Laity. All the lay
persons lead a family life and also engage in some work. For them, the family is the
mostideal arena of evangelization. The mutual love and faithfulness of husband and
wife, the interest to bring up their children in the Christian faith and the protection
and caring of the aged parents are important apostolates. Along with these, we see
the Christian-witness in their field of profession. The persons who work in the
government sector, teaching, health-care, engineering, judiciary, mass media,
agriculture, trade, banking, industry, construction work, trade union, factory, coolie,
etc. can be lay-evangelists. It is enough for them to work with the sense of responsibility
in accordance with the Christian values. The fact is that the arena is always with us.
The voluntary services in the field of justice, peace, developments, human rights and
the protection of the environment deserve merit. The Laity should come forward to
work in these fields, because, these are very much related to their life.

The Malankara Catholic Association (MCA) is the arena for the lay persons to
come together and to live the Gospel in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. We
celebrate the Laity Day on the day of the Feast of St. Joseph (May -1), the heavenly
patron of the workers. We shall be enthusiastic to spread the dignity of the work to
all over the world. Justice and truthfulness shall be radiated in the field of labour.
Besides, our families shall be the symbol of prayer and love, like the Holy Family in
Nazareth. During the Laity Day on Sunday 6 May, this year, pay attention to create
awareness among the laity on the new evangelization. The Parish Priest shall pay
attention to form units of MCA in every Parish. The existing units shall be formed in

137



Circular

the ecclesial outlook. The Laity Day shall be celebrated, the membership shall be
renewed and the new members shall be enrolled in every parish. Efforts and planning
shall be done to strengthen and form the laity. Only the living witness in one’s own
parish makes the members of MCA authentic. This is the time to express ardently
the ecclesial loyalty in parish, eparchy and Church. The members of MCA, in
communion with the eparchial head, shall grow as active witnesses of the community
and evangelization activities of the Church in those places. It is the responsibility of
each lay person to strengthen the work of the MCA. It is reminded that the parish
priest shall send the offerings on 6, May to the finance officer of the Eparchies.

Let there be a group of Laity who are ardent evangelizers in all our parishes.
Moral problems, such as, alcoholism, use of drugs, corruption in public affairs,
injustice, artificial methods of birth-control, abortion, unnecessary intrusion of the
science in the area of faith, atheism, materialism, earthquakes and exploitation of the
environment are creating hindrances in front of us. But, here our lay faithful shall be
able live by giving witness to ideal Christian life. There, our laity, being aware of
their own responsibility, shall be able to serve Christ and the Church in different
arenas.

May Risen Lord bless you all abundantly!

+ Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Bishop, the Eparchy of Mavelikkara &
The Chairman, Synodal Commission for Laity
Amalagiri
Easter 2012
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
YOUTH DAY -2012

Message from Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos,
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Youth

Dear Reverend Fathers, Reverend Sisters & my beloved young friends,

We also believe and so we speak (2 Cor. 4:13)

With great joy, I greet you all my dear young friends. My greetings also go to all
the priests, sisters and lay people who are involved in the youth ministry of our
Church. The universal Church celebrates the Feast of St. Francis Assisi on 4"
October, and the Sunday after the feast of St. Francis Assissi, is observed as the
Youth Day in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. This year it falls on 7™ October.

This year marks the 50" anniversary of the beginning of the Second Vatican
Council. The Year of Faith declared by the Holy Father begins on 11 October 2012
and ends on 24 November 2013. The soon-to-be conducted Synod of Bishops in
Rome is going to deal with the theme ‘The New Evangelization for the Transmission
of Christian Faith’. In his Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei (PF), issued for the in diction
of the Year of Faith, the Holy Father clearly affirms the permanent validity of the
missionary mandate given by our Lord Jesus Christ. “Itis the love of Christ that fills
our hearts and impels us to evangelize. Today as in the past, he sends us through the
highways of the world to proclaim his Gospel to all the peoples of the earth (Mt.
28:19)... in every age he convokes the Church, entrusting her with the proclamation
of the Gospel by a mandate that is ever new” (PF n.7). The Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church Assembly held last year also dealt with the theme of missionary call of the
Malankara Church. True to the spirit of the Universal Church and the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, my dear young friends, this year the Youth Day celebrations call us
all to be agents of new Evangelization.
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The Need for Youth Evangelization

Jesus is the Gospel of God to humanity. Jesus, as a young person, preached the
Kingdom of God and wanted to see its values in human society. Following the path
of Jesus himself, our young men and women are called to be evangelizers to proclaim
the Good News and to transform our society and culture. But, before becoming
active evangelizers they are to evangelize themselves, first. Having renewed themselves
in the Spirit of the Gospel, the youth must long to see the same renewal for the whole
world. The impact of this renewal in the Spirit is not limited to individuals alone. It
transcends the individual sphere and changes society as a whole - its systems, values
and priorities. “Evangelization is bringing the Good News into all strata of humanity,
and through its influence transforming humanity from within and making itnew”” (EN,
n.18).

Being born into a digital world, the new generation is often called as Internet
Generation. Youngsters are now increasingly taking up the responsibilities once taken
up by elderly or middle aged persons. They are becoming human resource managers,
professionals and people of high performance in different fields. It is good that our
society does not hesitate to recognize the role and capabilities of youngsters.
However, one should not be unaware of the dangers that seek to stealthily creep
into the minds of young people. Individualism, overriding impact of mass media,
communal identifications, neglect of agriculture related activities, addiction to drugs
and alcohol, the power of secularization and other materialistic forces are emerging
as big challenges more than ever. Too much emphasis on human subjectivity will
compel young people to doubt the transcendental truths. Too much preoccupation
with social and cultural changes, without recognizing the factors that give constant
identity to our society and culture, will make our youngsters men and women of little
faith. As aresult, they may dream a world of glitter and glamour and move from the
‘ethics of conscience’ to ‘ethics of choice’. With technology and material progress
they may acquire a lot of skills. But, what does it count if they fail to have life skills?
Is it not much more necessary to learn to integrate faith and the struggles of day-to-
day life? Therefore, the constant value of the Word of God and the teachings of the
Church must be our guiding lights, even as we try to change our culture and society.
As a precondition, our conscience must be formed by the Word of God and a filial
love towards the Church. As far as the youngsters of our Church are concerned, the
Christ experience communicated by St. Thomas, the Apostle, and Servant of God
Mar Ivanios must be understood, lived and transmitted to all others.

The Need for Youth Catechism

Christian life is, in fact, an encounter with an event, with a person — the person
of Jesus Christ. It is not a simple philosophy or ideology. Therefore, young people
must learn to cultivate a close friendship with Jesus Christ. It is not enough to have
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the knowledge of Christ. Certainly, faith formation, which begins in the family and
continues in the faith community, must equip our youngsters to encounter the person
of Christ; and that is the scope of catechesis, says Blessed John Paul IT in his Apostolic
Exhortation, Catechesi Tradendae, issued in 1979. Specific prayer sessions, Bible
study groups, retreats and recollections can help our young people to deepen their
faith. The General Directory for Catechesis reworded the basic objectives of
catechesis saying that it should help the catechized to know, to celebrate and to
contemplate the mystery of Christ. The fundamental tasks are the following: to promote
the knowledge of faith, to give liturgical education, to provide moral formation, to
teach how to pray, to educate in community living and to give formation in the
missionary dimension of Christian life. Therefore, we need an ongoing catechesis to
be spiritually re-energized and renewed. The Holy Father is continuously asking us
to read and understand YOUCAT, the catechism for the youth structured on the
four pillars of our faith: creed, sacraments, morality and prayer. Let us make use of
this guide given by the Holy Father.

Young People - Agents of Evangelization

Thus, having encountered Jesus, our youngsters shall share their faith experience
with others on a person-to-person level. Today, the wordless witness and person-
to-person contact are the best methods of transmitting faith. It is encouraging to
note that although our young people are busier than ever, it does not prevent them
from being missionaries of Jesus. A good number of our youth are actively involved
in the missionary work of the Church, and their involvement in numerous social
activities makes them everyday evangelizers. Their busy schedule gives them more
opportunities to become concrete illustration of the power of the Gospel. Their
authentic Christian life, embodying Gospel values, provokes and disturbs the
conscience of others. Through their wordless witness, they stir up irresistible questions
in the hearts of those who see how they live (cf. EN, n. 21). That is why, Pope
Benedict X VI places great confidence and hope in the youth and wants to entrust
the new evangelization of the Church and her ongoing mission of proclamation of the
Gospel to the young people.

May I recommend you to celebrate this Youth day more meaningfully in the
respective units. The Church level Youth day programme will be held in the Eparchy
of Mavelikara. [ wish to remind you that the offering of this day shall be remitted to
the eparchial finance office. Half of the offering is to be utilized for the youth ministry
in the Eparchy. I request the eparchial finance officer to send the other half to the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia to be utilized for the activities of the youth ministry at
the ecclesial level.
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My dear young friends you are the architects of your destiny. Keep the
Gospel close to your heart, and then you will acquire the attitude of Jesus Christ. On
this occasion, take an effort to read and meditate the Word of God and also give a
special attention to YOUCAT. In this way, being evangelized, you can participate in
the evangelizing mission of the Church. Make an in-depth examination of your
conscience and make it a point not to fall a prey to the treacheries of the world. Let
us draw strength from our faith and tradition. Let us work for a world built on the
values of the Kingdom of God. I wish and pray that this Youth Day may be an
occasion to experience the ‘flood of Graces’ (Rom. 5:15-17), so that we may become
the evangelized and evangelizing disciples of Jesus.

Finally, dear friends in Youth Ministry please know that the whole Church
appreciates your wonderful work and I request you to accompany the young people
and expose to them not your skills but your faith.

May God bless you abundantly!
With Blessings in Love

+ Vincent Mar Paulos

Chairman,

Synodal Commission for Youth

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

21-09-2012
Office of the Synodal Commission for the Youth
Catholicate Centre, Pattom

Trivandrum

N.B.: This Circular should be read in all our churches, mission centers and centers of
worship during the Holy Qurbono on Sunday, 7 October 2012.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD

Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary, Holy Episcopal Synod

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Trivandrum - 695 004
Kerala, India

Circular No. 1/2012
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Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We shall bow our heads before God Almighty for mercifully showering his graces
upon the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. As the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
that has been flourishing from the time of Pope Pius XI of happy memory till today,
proudly rejoices in the historical event of the elevation of the Head of our Church to
the privileged leadership and pastoral service of the Universal Church, we are also
in a blissful moment of realizing the new mission entrusted to our Church. We have
heard through our Supreme Shepherd Pope Benedict X VI the desire of Jesus Christ
that the flame of faith we received from the apostolic mission of St. Thomas the
Apostle should glow more brilliantly in the Universal Church. The Father and Head
of our Church, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, is incorporated into the
College of Cardinals. We are all extremely happy at this unique gift to the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church.

Together with the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Second Vatican Council
that repeatedly proclaimed the ancient truth that “the Church is a communion of
Churches” and the blessed moment of the Synod-in-session in Vatican on the theme
of New Evangelisation, we received the inspired assertion through the Holy Father
Pope Benedict X VI that the faith-witness of St. Thomas the Apostle and the traditions
originating from it is essential for the Petrine apostolic ministry.

When the successor of Sabhabhasuran Metropolitan Vattasseril Mar
Divannasios, who gave sacrificial leadership to safeguard the freedom and identity
of the Malankara Church, wears the red garment of martyrdom, we see God’s plan
to safeguard the faith of the Church and the values of the Gospel, even to the point
of sacrificing his life. In His Beatitude, our Catholicos confluence and shine forth
harmoniously the farsightedness, dedication and the unceasing thirst for unity of the
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Servant of God Mar Ivanios, Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios’ social
commitment and solidarity with the poor and the ecclesiology, the love for the Church
and the skill of governance of Major Archbishop Cyril Baselios Catholicos. As their
successor, through our Bavathirumeni who sees God’s face in all men, God has
elevated us a step up.

This love that God shows to our Church is the crowing of the efforts of our
Holy Father, Mar Ivanios’ search for truth, love for the Church and above all for
realizing Jesus’ prayer for unity. Let us rejoice in this and give thanks to God. As
God reveals to us, step by step, that we are “the fastest growing Catholic community’,
as qualified by Blessed John Paul II, let us be more humble. Let us glorify God,
when he opens to us each threshold of our growth. Let us seek new depths for our
life of faith. Let our commitment be unblemished. When the world turns its attention
towards us, we should try to rise up to the expectation. Let us kneel down before
God for Our Catholicos. Together with the praise of the Angels, let us offer this
happiness to God, Our Father.

His Beatitude, Cardinal-Designate Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, who is now
attending the Bishops’ Synod in Vatican, will reach Trivandrum on 31 October 2012.
On the same day, at 10 a.m., the Cardinal-Designate will be received at the airport
and lead to the Pattom Cathedral, by the Bishops, Priests, Religious and the Faithful
of our Church. On coming Sunday, a thanksgiving Holy Qurbono should be
celebrated in all our parishes. During the Holy Qurbono, priests should explain all
these things to the Faithful and after the Holy Qurbono, Papal and Catholicate flags
should be hoisted. His Beatitude’s investiture ceremony will be held in Vatican on 24
November 2012. On the coming days, in all our families, together with the Evening
Prayers, we should specially pray for divine blessings on our Catholicos. May the
intercession of the Holy Mother, Mother of the Reunion Movement, be a strong
fortress for our Catholicos and our Church!

God bless you all.

sd/-
% Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod

Archbishop’s House of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Marygiri, P. B. No. 4
Tiruvalla - 689 101
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“I give thee thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the God I sing thy
praise...” Ps 138: 1

The enthusiastic welcome accorded to His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis Catholicos, the Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
in Trivandrum, the capital city, on Wednesday, 31 October 2012, is a sign of the joy
and gratitude with which the Malankara Catholic Church and the people of Kerala
received the news of the nomination of His Beatitude as a Cardinal to participate in
the administration of Universal Catholic Church, by His Holiness Pope Benedict
XVI. The enthusiasm of thousands of people and the leaders gathered at the airport
and in St Mary’s Cathedral Church, Pattom, to welcome the Cardinal Designate
augments the esteem of the faithful of the Malankara Catholic Church. The long
queue of leaders, from the political, religious and social spheres of the society to
felicitate the Cardinal Designate is also a sign of the respect to and the acceptance
and appreciation of the different services that we render to the society at large.

I thank, in the name of the Church, all those who came together for the
reception of His Beatitude, especially, the Honourable Chief Minister Mr Oommen
Chandy, Honourable Minister of State for Human Resource Development Mr Shashi
Tharoor, Honourable Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha, Mr PJ Kurien, Ministers
of the State, MPs, ML As, Bishops, Priests, Sisters, Media Persons and above all
the People of God, and the Citizens of Trivandrum.

Representatives from Kerala, USA, Europe, and Gulf Countries will
participate at the Consistory for the creation of the new Cardinals by His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI on 24 November 2012. For this, preparations are in progress.

Programme of the Investiture in Vatican
Saturday, 24 November
11am (IST) - Investiture Ceremony of the New Cardinals presided over by His
Holiness Pope Benedict X VI at the St Peter’s Basilica.
4.30 pm: Groups and representatives felicitate the New Cardinals in the
Vatican Palace
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Sunday, 25 November

11 a.m.: His Holiness the Pope concelebrates Holy Mass with the New Cardinals
in St Peter’s Basilica

4p.m.: His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis presides over the Holy
Qurbono in the Syro-Malankara Rite at St Paul and St John Basilica of
the Generalate House of the Passionist Fathers. Cardinal Oswald Gracias,
Cardinal Mar George Alencherry, Cardinal Telesphore Toppo, Bishops
from Malankara Catholic Church and Priests concelebrate the Holy
Qurbano. Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches will give the homily during the Holy Qurbono.

7p.m.: Teawith His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis

Monday, 26 November

11a.m.: His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI meets the people who come to
participate in the Ceremony for the creation of the New Cardinals at
Paul VI Hall.

Itis decided to observe 1 December 2012 as a “Thanksgiving Day’ following
the Investiture as Cardinal of His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis Catholicos. On that
day His Beatitude will celebrate the thanksgiving Holy Qurbono at St Mary’s
Cathedral, Pattom. Cardinal Oswald Gracias (Mumbai), Cardinal Mar George
Alencherry (Ernakulam), Cardinal Telesphore Toppo (Ranchi), Archbishop Salvatore
Pennachio, Apostolic Nuncio, office bearers of the CBCI, Members of KCBC,
Bishops from Malankara Catholic Church and Priests will concelebrate the Holy
Qurbono. (Reverend Priests shall bring their vestments). The Holy Qurbono will be
followed by a short public meeting.

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus” (1Thes.5:18). Let us thank the Lord as a Church on occasion the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church received a universal acclaim. Saturday, 24 November,
the day of the Investiture of His Beatitude as Cardinal, special prayer of gratitude
shall be made in our evening family prayer. A thanksgiving prayers shall be done
along with the Holy Qurbano offered in all our churches and chapels on Sunday 2
December.

God bless you,
sd/-
¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod
03-11-2012 of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Archbishop’s House
Maryqiri, P. B. No. 4
Tiruvalla - 689 101
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