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Editorial

The Syro-Malankara Catholics in Diaspora: Called and Sent

On14 July 2014, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church summoned the first
Global meet of Catholic Malankarites in Middle East where the living of
Catholic faith is not an easy going. It was held at St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary,
Nalanchira, Trivandrum and it was a mile stone in the history of our Church
since the pastoral care was extend to the Gulf Region. This ecclesial gathering
was also a recognition to those who kept their faith unshakable amidst various
challenges in their day-to-day life. Striving to live catholic faith in a world
where religious freedom is denied or sidelined is really a challenge! Our people
without denying our identity as Malankara Catholics always kept up our faith
and the Church vibrant. This issue of MALANKARA reflects on the pastoral
and missionary significance of the diaspora communities of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church in the Middle East.

Christians in Diaspora

The Greek word Diaspora means “to sow throughout” or “to distribute in
foreign lands” or “scatter abroad.” It literally means dispersion. Biblically, it
refers to the dispersion of the Jews outside of Israel from the time of the
Babylonian Captivity until now. Throughout the history of Israel, the Jewish
people were conquered and sent into exile several times. While many of them
had returned to Israel when the opportunity arose, many others stayed in the
Gentile countries. In the modern period, because of economic and political
motives many Jews left Israel/Palestine for more comfortable and profitable
lands.

At the time of the coming of Jesus Christ, Jews were scattered throughout
the Roman Empire and when Jesus began His earthly ministry, there were
likely more Jews living outside of Israel than in it. With Greek being widely
spoken throughout the Roman Empire and Jews having been scattered or
dispersed among the nations, the early Christians could easily preach the Gospel
throughout the Roman Empire. So, the scattered presence of the Jews was an
opening to the universal preaching of the Gospel.
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Editorial

In the New Testament, the meaning of the Diaspora refers more specifically to
Jewish Christians who were spread out all over the Roman Empire. After 70 AD
when Rome sacked Jerusalem, thousands of Christians fled and were dispersed
throughout the Mediterranean area and there started the dispersion of Christians. Those
first Jewish Christians who fled Israel because of the persecution that started after
the death of St Stephen would have gone throughout the Roman Empire taking the
message of Jesus Christ to already established and sizable Jewish communities and
synagogues all over the Roman Empire. In Acts 8:1-4 we see the Gospel being
spread as the persecution of Jewish Christians began in Jerusalem, so the Jewish
Christians were “scattered” or dispersed “throughout the regions of Judea and
Samaria” and “those that were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.”

St. James wrote to “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (James 1:1),
and it is clear that he is addressing the Jewish Christians whom God had scattered
throughout the Roman Empire. St. Peter used the term diaspora in an even fuller
meaning and it involves both Jewish and Gentile Christians who were scattered
throughout the provinces in Asia Minor: ““To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia” (1 Peter 1:1). We know from the context
of 1 Peter that he is writing to both Jewish and Gentile Christians. Thus the word
Diaspora refers to Christians in general, both Jew and Gentile.

In short, we can see how the meaning of Diaspora has somewhat evolved in
the New Testament. Originally, it referred to all Jews who lived outside of Israel.
Then it took on a more limited meaning, referring specifically to Jewish Christians
who were scattered throughout the Roman Empire. Finally, we see an even more
general meaning as it applies to both Jewish and Gentile Christians who were scattered
over an often hostile world.

As we take the Church in India, the preaching of St Thomas in the First Century
was also associated with the diaspora Jews. One of the reasons behind the arrival of
one of the disciples of Jesus to India is the presence of Jews in our Country. So the
word diaspora is not an alien term for the St Thomas Christians. Moreover, when
there were persecutions, the history says, St. Thomas Christians who were mostly
settled in the south-western parts of the country migrated to other parts of India
which caused the preaching of Gospel in new cities (Thenayan Paul, The Missionary
Consciousness of the St. Thomas Christians (1982), pp. 35-98). Thus we see
that dispersion is always a starting point to go out with the Gospel.

Diaspora: A Divine Plan

There is a divine plan behind any dispersion, as far as the faithful are concerned.
In the OT we see the God of Almighty who walks with the People of God when they
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Christians in Diaspora

are travelling to a new land or are deported to foreign lands. The divine presence is
apromise and a call for them to live their faith wherever they are. Itis their divine
responsibility to find out the divine plan behind their life in the diaspora and to seek
new ways to give witness to their living God.

The experience of diaspora is to be understood from the missionary question of
God: “Whom shall I Send?” (Isaiah 6:8) It is a missionary question posed to Prophets
and Fathers since the formation of Israel. Itis a question with a potential mission.
The reply 1s a missionary commitment: “Here I am.” Itis an answer with great courage
and hope. The history of Patriarchs of Israel gives us the account that God had
chosen people to form new communities. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph are
called and sent to unknown places to form new communities. Through the prophet
Jeremiah, God revealed his plan of those who are in the diaspora. “But seek the
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare” (Jer 29:7). They are called and
sent in order to witness the marvelous interventions of the God in their life and
history. Their witness in foreign land attracted many to the God of Creation. Thus
dispersion leads to witness.

As we come to the history of early Christians and early preaching of the Word
of God, those who are scattered are considered themselves to be sent by God. The
book of Acts gives the account of the implanting of new communities in foreign
lands. For example, Antioch is considered to be a Christian center where we see
many diaspora Christians. That is why St. Paul concentrated his mission there. In
Acts 18:11, we see that Paul stayed there for a year and a half, teaching them the
word of God. It is the place where the believers are called Christians for the first
time. Here we see that the diaspora experience is a missionary experience. In this
new context, the believers are getting an opening to reach out to the new communities
and people to share their God-experience. Their faith-living among them is a starting
point of Christian mission.

The calling of the Twelve and the Seventy Two was for sending. They were
asked “to go into all the world” (MK 16:15). They were anointed with the Holy
Spirit to be courageous to give witness to Christ in a foreign land and among other
people. The gifts of Holy Spirit are destined to equip them to preach and give witness
in new cultures and new languages. So the sending is ultimately for the mission. The
disciples went from Jerusalem via Judea and Samaria to the ends of the world (Acts
1:8). They went and preached the Word of God, which gave birth to the formation
of new communities. Their calling is in view of sending and their sending is in view of
forming new communities. “The suffering that goes with migration is neither more
nor less than the birth-pangs of a new humanity” (Pontifical Council for the Pastoral
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Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, ErgaMigrantes (The Love of Christ towards
Migrants), 2004, no.12) Therefore, calling and sending are two sides of the same
mission. If you are sent to a foreign land, there is a mission behind it. Now it is the
responsibility of those who are in diaspora to discern the mission.

Diaspora Christians and Their Pastoral Care

The Church, with a motherly concern, takes care of her children wherever they
are. So the pastoral care of the Christians in the diaspora is not an appendix service
but a divine responsibility. In this regard,the Universal Church gives special attention
to the Christians from Oriental Churches. As they move to foreign land, the question
of litugico-cultural alienation is a real challenge. Therefore, “With regard to Catholic
migrants, the Church makes provision for a specific kind of pastoral care because of
diversity of language, origin, culture, ethnicity and tradition, or of belonging to a
particular Church sui iuris with its own rite” (Erga Migrantes 49).

In the modern world, the individual sui iuris Churches of the Eastern tradition
experience the migration of their members to foreign land because of various reasons.
When itis a land where the religious freedom is restricted, the pastoral challenge is
greater than our imaginations. The persecution of Christians is still a cause of migration.
Keeping in mind the spirit of the CCEO and CIC, the Pontifical Council for the
Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People says: “‘Eastern Rite Catholic migrants,
whose numbers are steadily increasing, deserve particular pastoral attention. In their
regard we should first of all remember the juridical obligation of the faithful to observe
their own rite everywhere insofar as possible, rite being understood as their liturgical,
theological, spiritual and disciplinary heritage” (Erga Migrantes 52). Here the
responsibility lies on both the pastors and the people. The pastors shall seek all
the possible ways to assure the pastoral care to them. “It also pertains to the
episcopal conferences to found and promote works for the brotherly reception
and due pastoral care of those who immigrate from mission lands for the sake
of studying or finding work. For through them, far - away peoples are sometimes
made near; and an excellent opportunity is offered to communities which have
long been Christian to converse with nations which have not yet heard the
Gospel, and to show them in their own dutiful love and aid, the genuine face of
Christ” (AG 38). In line with the theological reflections of the Second Vatican Council,
Pope John Paul IT says: “The Pastors of the Eastern Churches must continue to care
for their own faithful who have left their country of origin by diligently discerning the
forms in which to express their tradition, in a way that responds to the contemporary
expectations of those faithful, in the particular circumstances of the society where
they live.” (John Paul I, Address to the Members of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches, 1 October 1998, no. 6).



Christians in Diaspora

On the other hand, the people should have the enthusiasm to live their faith in
accordance with their ecclesial tradition while witnessing the one Christ and His
Church. They shall not lose their faith in a world of struggles. Like the early Christians,
if we rejoice in the Lord by singing praises and celebrating the holy mysteries amidst
of struggles and persecutions, we can give witness to Jesus Christ who is the same
yesterday, today and tomorrow.

The importance of safeguarding the traditions proper to a sui iuris Church in a
diaspora context is always under hot discussion. The Universal Church, being catholic
always promotes legitimate diversity while she remains as one Church of Christ.
Therefore, the faithful who migrate to new mission lands have the obligation to live
their faith according to their traditions proper to their Rite. This in no way makes
hindrance to witness one Christ, one Church and one Faith.

Finally, the Christians in the diaspora shall not forget the mission mandate of
Jesus Christ to proclaim the Good News to all people. Their life in foreign land is a
divine providence to make themselves good missionaries. Firstly, they shall try to
live their Christian life meaningfully. They should be courageous enough to practice
their faith among the people of different faiths. Secondly, they shall make use of all
opportunities,in private and public,to speak about their God-experience to their
brothers and sisters who never heard about Jesus Christ. They shall not be shameful
in witnessing our Lord in any context. Here, we, the Christians of Eastern tradition
have special divine call to be real missionaries. That is why Pope St. John Paul 11
placed a big confidence in us. “The Eastern Churches have had an extraordinary
evangelizing impact, knowing how to adapt themselves often to the cultural needs of
the new peoples they have encountered. It is indispensable that they value this spirit
and these methods and revive this experience in the present circumstances.” (John
Paul I1, Address to the Members of the congregation for the Oriental Churches, 1
October 1998, no.10)

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and its Diaspora Mission in Gulf
Region

Immediately after the Reunion, Archbishop Mar Ivanios went abroad to visit
Rome. This historical visit was not delimited to a meeting with the Holy Father but to
greet our brothers and sisters of the Catholic Church in the various parts of the
world. His visits to Europe and America contributed, directly and indirectly, a lot to
the growth of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Thus the universal nature of an
Apostolic Church is established ever since the Re-union Movement. “Go and preach
to all the nations™ is not alienated to the missionary responsibility of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church.

After the Independence, many of our faithful started to migrate abroad seeking
9
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better education, job opportunities and living conditions. This made us to think about
the pastoral care of our people in foreign lands. As far as our Church is concerned,
from the Church which is rooted in the Southern soil of India, our people started to
migrate to different major cities in India and different countries abroad.

The migration to Gulf region began when job opportunities were opened up in
the early 60s and 70s. Excavation of oil in the Middle East and consequent
development of industry and trade have been the main reasons for the attraction
of Malankarites in Gulf regions. Also the new job opportunities in the field of
health service also invited many to these countries. We have the records of the
presence of individual Malankarites since 60s. Eventually many emigrated to
the region during the late seventies. This paved the way for the prayer gatherings
and get-togethers of the Malankarites in important cities.

The lack of religious freedom in this region was a real struggle for our
people to practice our faith. Any kind of public activity, such as possessing a
Bible, wearing a crucifix or praying in common, is strictly forbidden. The
private houses were randomly searched to forbid Christians praying together.
In all these cases Christians were persecuted, arrested, jailed, whipped and
deported. They even witnessed the arrest of a Malankara Catholic priest.

Amidst these atrocities they cried in silence. They prayed in private rooms.
They gathered in houses to share their faith-experience. Our people struggled
not to lose their faith.They eagerly wanted to participate in the Holy Qurbono
and other Major Feasts according to our Liturgical traditions. They even became
worried when they found that the faith-formation of their children was in trouble.
Their nostalgic feeling became a whisper and it was like a prayer to the God.

The new life-situations in the foreign land never discouraged them. They
never gave up their traditions, nor their faith. They remained in touch with the priests
and Bishops. The visit of Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios to Kuwaitin 1967
marked the beginning of the pastoral ministry of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
in the Middle East. In the beginning of the 80s they could manage to get occasionally
the service of certain priests who were on visit or passage. It was the lay leaders
who took all the pain to arrange such gatherings. Many bishops and priests took
pain to visit our families and communities in various parts of these regions. They
were ready to face any challenge to welcome priests and to arrange liturgical
celebrations and most of the time, such celebrations were in secret. Due to such
visits informal prayer groups could be formed in various places. They were given
certain guidelines to build up the community and to the conduct prayer meetings in
order to keep up our ecclesial traditions and liturgical heritage. In the beginning of
the third millennium we could assure our constant pastoral care, even though it was
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Christians in Diaspora
not systematically organized, to our people in various countries in the Middle East.

Ever since their arrival in UAE, Malankarites were very keen in establishing
their identity in spite of limited circumstances, many restrictions, difficult and
tough experiences. However they made use of whatever has been conveniently
available for their personal and common prayers.

The eagerness of our people in the Middle East to partake in the ecclesial
activities of our Church in India is always praise worthy. In this regard, the
formation of Kuwait Malankara Rite Movement (KMRM) on 27 February
1994 was mile stone in the history of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. It
was also a divine blessing to our Church that we could construct a new church
for our community in Doha (Qatar), thanks to the religious tolerance of the
present government.

At present there are six communities in the United Arab Emirates (Abu
Dhabi, Al-Ain, Dubai, Fujairah, Ras Al Khaimah and Sharjah), seven
communities in Saudi Arabia ( Riyadh, AlIKharj, Dammam, Alkhobar, Hofuf,
Jeddah and Yanbu), and four centers in Kuwait (Kuwait, Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh
(Abbasiya), Ahmadi, Salmiya). Our communities in Bahrain, Oman-Muscat
and Doha (Qatar) are very active and vibrant. We could provide resident priests
to all of these countries to assure pastoral care to our people.

Pastoral Coordination in the Middle East Region

The heads of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church always paid special
attention to our faithful in this region. They tried to find possible ways to send
priests to give them pastoral care. The other bishops cooperated lending priests
from their Eparchies. The bishops took keen interest to visit the communities
occasionally. The pastoral coordination was done through priests who served them.
But as the time progressed the Head and Father of our Church, His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos appointed Rev. Dr. John Padipurackalof the
Eparchy of Mavelikara as the first Ecclesiastical Co-coordinator of the
Extraterritorial Region in the Middle East on 12 March 2012. He could organize
the activities while he was residing in Kuwait. It was under his able leadership that
the first gulf meet was organized in Trivandrum. As he returned to India in 2015, His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos appointed Rev. Fr.
Mathew Kandathil, the then chaplain of the Malankarites in the UAE as the
Ecclesiastical Coordinator. The Extraterritorial Region in Middle East is placed directly
under the pastoral governance of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of our Church.
His Beatitude tries to make all possible provision to ensure constant and proper
pastoral care to the faithful in this region. At present we have 7 priests who work in
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Editorial
this region.

We need to seek more pastoral possibilities to organize our people in this region.
A collective effort of both priests and laymen are the keys to success in this case.
Secondly, a more stable canonical provision has to be made in future to ensure full-
fledged pastoral care of this people.

We, the editors of the MALANKARA, are happy to bring you its Volume 10,
No. 1 with the prayer and wishes for the faithful in the Middle East on the backdrop
of their First Global Meet, POLIMA, with rich compliments to all our dedicated
priests and lay missionaries in the Diaspora. We hope that the vibrant Malankara
community in the Middle East will be confirmed in their faith and ecclesial life by
effective canonical provisions in future.

This issue of the MALANKARA is also bringing out the acts of the Fifteenth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church held from
10 to 14 March 2014 at Major Archiepiscopal Curia, Catholicate Centre,
Trivandrum. In addition, it also brings the brief report of the POLIMA, the Malankara
Gulf Meet -2014, and the pastoral letters and circulars during this period.

- Editor
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10 - 14 MARCH 2014
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Opening Message
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Fifteenth Holy Episcopal Synod

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE FIFTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 10 TO 14 MARCH 2014

Venerable Brothers,

I'am very happy to address you, my dear Brethren in the Episcopate, at the
opening session of the fifteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church.
It is the Holy Spirit who has brought us together again at the Catholicate Centre
to deliberate on the life and mission of our Church. Let us continue to pray to
the Holy Spirit to shower the gift of discernment on this Synod in session.

Jesus Promised, “All that the Father gives me will come to me; and him
who comes to me I will not cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not
to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me; and this is the will of him
who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it
up at the last day” (Jn. 6:36-39). As the Father had sent the Son, the Son who
accomplished the will of the Father, sent his disciples. We who are the successors
of the Apostles, we who are members of the Episcopate of our Church, are
called and sent to continue the work of salvation completed in Jesus Christ. I
greatly wish and pray that the activities of the Holy Episcopal Synod be for the
spread and propagation of the Kingdom of God.

As an Apostolic Church, we are constantly being strengthened by the divine
providence. In very small things and in the great events of our Church, we can
continuously see that the hand of God is with us. We are a small Church, a tiny
folk; but a folk constantly held in the palm of the Lord.

As you all know, the recent responsibilities, the Father and Head of our
Church was called to shoulder as the President of the KCBC and the CBCI are
visible signs that the Lord wants this small Church to give leadership to the
Church in Kerala, to the Church in India. Let us accept the gifts of the Lord
with true and genuine humility; let us be proud that the Lord “has done great
things for us” (Lk 1:49). Though small in number, the Lord has called us to
give in our share into the life of the Church in India, a witness of our own in
India.

At present, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is blessed to have an
intimate collaboration with the Petrine ministry in the Universal Church.

18



Opening Message

Therefore, our Episcopal leadership and Synodal activities are in a special
way communed with the leadership and service of His Holiness Pope Francis.
His Holiness is a gift of the Lord for the Church in the modern world. The call
of Pope Francis to share the mercy of God is a challenge before us. Pope John
Paul IT was considered a great Pope and Pope Benedict X VI gave us an authentic
testimony of Christian Catholic faith. In Pope Francis we have a person, the
Vicar of Christ, who combines the charism of his predecessors.

Venerable Brethren, the uniqueness of this HES is our meeting with the
Major Superiors of the Institutes of Consecrated Life in the SMCC. The meeting
with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions will be another highlight of
this HES. Our proposed meeting with the Rector, Staff and Students of our
Seminary will motivate all concerned in the important task of forming the
future priests of our Church. All these will open up the Synod to a wider
spectrum of participation of the People of God in the life of our Church.

I would like, on behalf of our Church, to express condolence to Most Rev.
Abraham Mar Julios at the demise of his brother Rev. Fr Stanislaus, who went
to his eternal reward on 16 February 2014. Likewise, I express condolence at
the demise of Chev. V. P. Thomas who was a pioneer member of our Church in
Delhi and was an Ambassador of our Church in the ETRI.

Today is the Episcopal Ordination Day of Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas.
I congratulate Your Excellency on behalf of the Synod. I appreciate your
valuable ministry in the ETRI. I also wish to convey greetings and appreciation
to Mr Abraham Pattiyani, a member of our Church in Delhi and Advocate of
the Supreme Court, on his appointment as a member of the Minority
Commission for the State of Delhi. I express the gratitude of the Church to
Most Rev. Anil Couto, the Archbishop of Delhi, who supported the appointment.

It is also a matter of great honour to the Church that Rev. Fr Mathew
Varikattu and Ms Advocate Annamma George are nominated to the National
Monitoring Committee for the Notified Minorities (NMCM). I congratulate
them on behalf of our Church.

I would like to express the solidarity and empathy of our Church with all
those who are badly affected by the implementation of the recommendations
of the Kasturirangan Commission constituted by the Government of India.
Not only our people but also all who are affected by it deserve our solidarity. I
wish to convey our prayers to all those families affected by the decision of the
Government on this matter. The political impact of the decision is tremendous.
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I acknowledge the prudent and vigilant interventions of our Bishops. We will
face this situation with Christian charity and try to solve this problem in
accordance with the guidelines given by the KCBC. We are expecting a
government notification to rectify the situation and to allay the anxieties and
fears of the people.

I pray that the Holy Spirit shower His grace on this Synod and it be for the
greater glory of God and for strengthening the spiritual fervour of our Church.
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother God, intercede for us!

I declare, the Fifteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church open.

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Fifteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(10 - 14 March 2014)

REPORT

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos convoked the Fifteenth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at the
Blessed John Paul II Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum from 10 to 14 March 2014. The Holy
Episcopal Synod (HES) began at 3.00 p. m. on Monday, 10 March.

The members present at the Synod were: Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
(Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most
Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla
is granted permanent leave of absence due to his old age health conditions.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

The opening session began with a hymn, reading a Gospel passage (Jn
6:37-40) and reciting the Kaumo. His Beatitude gave the opening address. He
based his message on the Gospel passage read for the prayer. He said that the
members of the Synod were brought together by the Holy Spirit and urged the
Bishops to pray to the same Holy Spirit to shower His graces and gifts on the
Synod-in-session. HB reminded the Synod Fathers, the promise of Jesus: “All
that the Father gives me will come to me; and him who comes to me I will not
cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the
will of him who sent me; and this is the will of him who sent me, that I should
lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up at the last day” (Jn 6:36-
39). His Beatitude continued : "As the Father had sent the Son, the Son who
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accomplished the will of the Father, sent his disciples. We who are the successors
of the Apostles, we who are members of the Episcopate of our Church, are
called and sent to continue the work of salvation completed in Jesus Christ."
HB wished that the activities of the Holy Episcopal Synod be for the spreading
and propagation of the Kingdom of God. Then HB welcomed all to the HES.
“As an apostolic Church, we are constantly being strengthened by the divine
providence. In very small things and in the great events of our Church, we can
continuously see that the hand of God is with us. We are a small Church, a tiny
folk; but a folk constantly held in the palm of the Lord. .

Delving on the recent responsibilities the Father and Head of the SMCC is
called to shoulder, HB said, “As you all know, the recent responsibilities, the
Father and Head of our Church was called to shoulder as the President of the
KCBC and the CBCI are visible signs that the Lord wants this small Church to
give leadership to the Church in Kerala, to the Church in India. Let us accept
the gifts of the Lord with true and genuine humility; let us be proud that the
Lord “has done great things for us” (Lk 1:49). Though small in number, the
Lord has called us to give in our share into the life of the Church in India, a
witness of our own in India.”.

His Beatitude also correlated the synodal activities of our Church with
that of the Holy Father Pope Francis and said: “At present, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church is blessed to have an intimate collaboration with the Petrine
ministry in the Universal Church. Therefore, our Episcopal leadership and
Synodal activities are in a special way communed with the leadership and
service of His Holiness Pope Francis. His Holiness is a gift of the Lord for the
Church in the modern world. The call of Pope Francis to share the mercy of
God is a challenge before us. Pope John Paul Il was considered a great Pope
and Pope Benedict X VI gave us an authentic testimony of Christian Catholic
faith. In Pope Francis we have a person, the Vicar of Christ, who combines the
charism of his predecessors.”

HB also invited the attention of the Synod Fathers to the agenda of the
Synod-in-session and said, “The uniqueness of this HES is our meeting with
the Major Superiors of the Institutes of Consecrated Life in the SMCC. The
meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions will be another
highlight of this HES. Our proposed meeting with the Rector, Staff and Students
of our Seminary will motivate all concerned in the important task of forming
the future priests of our Church. All these will open up the Synod to a wider
spectrum of participation of the People of God in the life of our Church.”.
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His Beatitude expressed condolence to Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios at
the demise of his brother Rev. Fr Stanislaus who went to his eternal reward on
16 February 2014. HB also expressed condolence at the demise of Chev. V. P.
Thomas who was a pioneer member of our Church in Delhi. HB appreciated
the deceased as an Ambassador of our Church in the ETRI.

Since the Episcopal Ordination Day of Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas
falls on 10 March, His Beatitude, on behalf of the Synod, congratulated him
and appreciated his ministry in the ETRI. HB also conveyed his greetings,
congratulations and appreciation to Mr Abraham Pattiyani, a member of our
Church in Delhi and Advocate of the Supreme Court, on his appointment as a
member of the Minority Commission for the State of Delhi. HB also expressed
the gratitude of the Church to Most Rev. Anil Couto, the Archbishop of Delhi
who supported the appointment.

The Catholicos placed on record the appreciation of the Church at the
nomination of Rev. Fr Mathew Varikattu and Ms Advocate Annamma George
to the National Monitoring Committee for the notified Minorities (NMCM).

The Catholicos assured the Church’s solidarity and empathy with all our
people and all affected by the implementation of the recommendations of the
Kasturirangan Commission constituted by the Government of India. "Not only
our people but also all who are affected by it deserve our solidarity. I wish to
convey our prayers to all those families affected by the decision of the
Government on this matter. The political impact of the decision is tremendous.
I acknowledge the prudent and vigilant interventions of our Bishops. We will
face this situation with Christian charity and try to solve this problem in
accordance with the guidelines given by the KCBC. We are expecting a
government notification to rectify the situation and to allay the anxieties and
fears of the people.”

Praying for the descend of the Holy Spirit on the Synod-in-session, the
Catholicos declared the Fifteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church open.

His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos congratulated His Beatitude on his being
elected the President of the KCBC, the President of the CBCI and being
appointed a member of the National Integration Council by the honourable
Prime Minister of India, Mr Manmohan Singh. The triple recognition in the
ecclesial and national sphere is an honour to the Catholicos personally and to
the SMCC in general. His Grace said, “Young in age but mature and firm in
leadership that makes Bavathirumeni a unique personality acceptable to all.
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The Church and the nation placed great confidence in the personality of our
Catholicos. His Grace Benedict Mar Gregorios of happy memory was a member
of the NIC. After him, the Prime Minister again granted this recognition to our
Catholicos.” On behalf of the HES and the Church, His Grace conveyed hearty
congratulations, appreciation and prayers to the Catholicos.

Submission of the Catholicos Day Offering

Next on the Agenda was the submission of the Catholicos Day Offerings.
All the Bishops submitted to His Beatitude the Catholicos, the collections
from their respective Eparchy/Region. The following list gives their
contributions:

1. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - Rs 2,32,840/-
2. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - Rs 1,50,000/-
3. Eparchy of Marthandom - Rs 35,000/-
4. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - Rs 50,000/-
5. Eparchy of Mavelikara - Rs 65,000/-
6. Eparchy of Bathery - Rs 2,00,000/-
7. Eparchy of Puttur - Rs 19,750/-
8. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta - Rs 50,000/-
9. ETRI - Rs 75.000/-
TOTAL - Rs 8,77,590/-
10. Exarchate in USA - US$10,196/-

It was also informed to the HES that a total of Rs 6,74,500/- was received
so far from the Religious Congregations and the self-financing institutions of
the SMCC as per the letter sent to them on the occasion.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

His Beatitude, the President of the HES, presented the following proposed

agenda of the Synod:
1. Prayer

Inaugural Address by His Beatitude
Submission of the Catholicos Day Collection of the Year 2014
Report of the Fourteenth Holy Episcopal Synod
Decisions of the Fourteenth Holy Episcopal Synod
Meeting with the Major Superiors
Meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions
Meeting with the Rector, Staff and Students of St Mary’s Malankara
Seminary

SR O
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9. Appointment of the new Rector and staff of St. Mary’s Malankara
Seminary

10. Evaluation of the follow-up programmes of the First Malankara Catholic
Assembly

11. Common celebrations — 61 Feast of Commemoration of Servant of
God Abp. Mar Ivanios, 84™ Reunion Day Celebration, etc.

12. The progress of the Cause of Canonisation of Servant of God Abp. Mar
Ivanios

13. Gulf-Meet in Trivandrum (15-16July 2014)

14. Gulf: Appointments in Doha, Saudi Arabia

15. Sharing of the Eparchs about their respective Eparchies/ Exarchate/ ETRI

16. Other relevant matters, if any, with the consent of the President

The Synod Fathers proposed to add the following topics:

1. The forthcoming General Election and Farmers’ issue

2. Canonical matters concerning the alienation of properties
3. Investiture of titles of Ramban and Corepiscopo

4. Thukkasa

The Synod Fathers approved the proposed agenda with the above additions.
Presentation of Reports

The Report and Decisions of the Fourteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
convoked on 22 and 23 September 2013 was read out. Observations of the
members and corrections proposed by them were recorded. The report was
proposed to be passed by Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios. The proposal was
supported by Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and they were passed.

Points Arising out of the Reports

1. On Preparing and Printing a Picture of the Servant of God: His Beatitude
informed the HES that a full-size painting of the Servant of God was getting
finished and that the Bishops also could give their suggestions to improve
it. As soon as it is finalised, it would be printed and the pictures made
available as decided earlier.

2. Catholicos Day Offerings: The decision of the Fourteenth Ordinary HES
was being implemented. Most of the religious congregations and their
provinces sent their offerings. There are others yet to make their offerings.

3. Fr Crispin’s Ashram: Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos had informed the
mind of the HES to Fr Crispin. But he is still hesitant to accept the proposals.
He is not ready to accept any control (canonical) of the Eparchial Bishop
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over the Ashram. The Synod proposed that Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios and Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, who have many years of
acquaintance with Fr Crispin, to contact him and persuade him to understand
the mind of the Eparchial Bishop and the HES on the matter. The Bishops
agreed the proposal. During the course of the Synod, the Bishops met him
personally and talked to him. Fr Crispin agreed to the proposals of the HES.
The Bishops informed the same to the Synod.

4. Kurisumala Ashram: Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos was asked to
share his experience of the recent interaction with the members of the
Kurisumala Ashram. He expressed satisfaction at the progress of the life in
the Ashram. As an Ashram founded in the SMCC and living the liturgy and
spirituality of this Church, the Synod also evaluated the de facto juridical
status of the Ashram. The Synod asked Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos in
whose canonical jurisdiction and patronage the Ashram is, to see to the
well-being of the Ashram. The Synod also wanted that vocations to the
Ashram been encouraged from the SMCC.

Meeting with the Major Superiors of the Institutes of Consecrated life

This meeting was scheduled to take place from 9 to 10.30 am on Tuesday,
11 March 2014 at the Old Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
according to the agenda already given to them. Six Major Superiors were invited
to the meeting. All the Institutes were represented. The members present at the
meeting were:

1. Very Rev. Fr Yesudas Thelliyil, Abbot Kurisumala Ashram

2. Rev. Fr Premanand Purackal OIC, representing the Superior General of
the OIC

3. Rev. Mother Benjamin SIC, Superior General of the Congregation of
the Sisters of the Imitation of Chirst

4. Rev. Mother Roseline DM, Superior General of the Congregation of the
Daughters of Mary

5. Rev. Sr Sosamma OSS, representing the Regional Leader of the Holy
Spirit Sisters
6. Rev. Sr Mary Veronica SMT, Superior, Sisters of Mount Tabore
The Agenda:

1. Propose new ways and means to strengthen the apostolic activities of
the SMCC in this age of New Evangelisation.

2. Share the issues and concerns of the Institutes of Consecrated Life that
are to be addressed by the SMCC.
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3. Propose ways and means by which the Institutes of Consecrated Life in
the SMCC can live the lifestyle and spirituality proposed by His Holiness
Pope Francis.

His Beatitude the Catholicos welcomed all the Major Superiors to the
meeting with the Synod Fathers and invited them to an open sharing in the
light of the agenda given. His Beatitude reminded that the charism of a religious
institute is a charism given in the Church and for the Church. It is to nurture
the various apostolates of our Church. HB remembered with gratitude the
service rendered to the SMCC by the Institutes of Consecrated Life in the
Church. HB also said that the HES is meeting the Major Superiors as it
welcomes and cherishes their service in the life of the Church.

Each Major Superior/Representative presented his/her written suggestions
and observations. The suggestions echoed the spirit of the present day in the
light of the demands of the age of New Evangelisation and the witness of
simplicity of life and message of Pope Francis. The following is a summary of
proposals (for details see the write-ups presented by the Major Superiors /
Representative).

I. New ways and means to strengthen the apostolic activities of the SMCC in
this age of New Evangelisation
1. Encourge devotions like Adoration of the Holy Qurbono and Rosary.
Encourage families to participate in Retreats, renewal programmes.
Encourage youth ministry - MCYM, MCA, MCCL, etc.
Encourage Pro-life movements, etc.

A

Encourage mission work in remote areas of underdeveloped countries
and build up such aptitudes in the seminarians and young priests.

6. Come to the protection of families through counselling centres, anti-
alcohol/de-addiction centres, etc.

7. Safeguard the youth from the evils of mass media.

II.The issues and concerns of the Institutes of Consecrated Life that are to be
addressed by the SMCC
1. Decrease in vocations; need to encourage vocations.

2. Institutions run by the Religious are criticised as income generating
sources, etc.

3. Pro-poor policies to be encouraged in our institutions.
4. Priests should encourage vocations to Religious Life.
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5.

6.

7.

Religious should be respected; consider their prayer life and security when
engaged in parish activities; give them necessary leave, holidays, etc;
keep a record of the religious sisters who serve the parishes as done in
the case of priests and upadeshis.

Increase women'’s representations in ecclesial bodies; include sisters in
parish committees.

Individual-oriented life style is a danger. Don’t encourage such tendencies.

III. Ways and means by which the Institutes of Consecrated Life in the SMCC

N N BN

9.
The

1.

can live the lifestyle and spirituality proposed by His Holiness Pope Francis.

. Cultivate simplicity of life and abhor authoritarianism; cultivate humanness

in behaviour; encourage brotherliness in human relationships; speak in
the language of the common man. Follow the approach as Pope Francis in
these areas of our life.

. Give just wages to our employees.

. Give food for the poor.

. Establish homes to take care of the poor.

. Build houses for the poor.

. Encourage family apostolate, house visiting, home mission, etc.

. Shun luxury, celebrity and extravagance in perunals, institutions, other

celebrations like baptism, birthdays, jubilees, marriages, ordinations, First
Holy Qurbono, etc. Set apart a portion of such expenses for the poor.

. Be down-to-earth in attitude and behaviour; mingle with the poor, sick

and needy. In word, deed, gestures, body-language convey love,
brotherliness, mercy, etc. of the Lord to people with whom we relate.
Desist to compete with the international multi-speciality institutions

Synod Fathers also gave some of their observations. They include:

Superiors should instruct the members of their respective institute to
participate in the meetings and canonical councils convened at the
ecclesial, eparchial, district and parish levels of the Church. This
enhances communication and participation in ecclesial life.

2. Superiors must take firm decisions when they are called for it.

The religious has to accept sufferings and self-sacrifice. By vocation it
1S sO.

4. Religious may feel side-lined. But it should be taken as a challenge and

as a martyrdom experience.
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5. The religious of an Eparchy must be called together for meetings at
least once in a year.

6. We have to lead a simple life-style in the manner of Pope Francis. Avoid
luxurious celebrations, perunals, flex boards, bouquets, draperies
(ponnada), etc. that are harmful to nature as well (to the eco-system).

7. Follow the life of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, Acharya
Francis, Msgr Kuzhijalil, etc.

8. Have the Religious increased in fervour and commitment in Religious
Life?

9. Are we projecting ourselves or Jesus Christ through our life and
ministry? Are we fostering individualism in Religious Life?

10. Vocations are decreasing. In this context effectiveness is very important.
Vocations should be promoted from traditional families founded on
firm spirituality.

11. Strengthen the evangelisation activities of our Church in North India.

12. Set apart a portion of our income for the missions

13. In an age of decrease of vocations, share prudently the personnel we
have for the different ministries of our Church

The sharing also highlighted the need of active participation of the Religious
Institutes in the formation of the Suvisesha Sangham of the SMCC and the
Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios.

The sharing converged on the need of implementing the suggestions made
at the meeting. The Major Superiors also urged the Catholicos to inform these
suggestions to the whole Church in a timely manner and through appropriate
means of communication.

The Catholicos concluded the meeting with a note of gratitude to the
contribution of the Religious Congregations to the life of the SMCC. HB said,
“We always live as a Church imbibing an ecclesial spirit. The Religious
communities are an indispensable spiritual and missionary source of the
Church.” His Beatitude added a special note of the contributions of the
Kurisumala Ashram to the spiritual and monastic life of the SMCC. He lauded
the strong bond of communion the members of the Ashram fosters with the
SMCC in spite of their ascription as members of other sui iuris Churches.

The meeting concluded at 11.00 a.m. with a prayer and the apostolic
blessing imparted by the Catholicos.

29



Fifteenth Holy Episcopal Synod

The Meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions and
Presentation of their Reports

As scheduled, the meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions
of our Church with the Fathes of the Holy Episcopal Synod began after 11.00
a.m. on 11 March 2014 at the Patriarch Moussa Daoud Hall of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia. All the Secretaries except one were present at the meeting:

Rev. Dr Isaac Parappallil (SC for Liturgy)

Rev. Dr Devadas Thenguvilayil (SC for Bible Apostolate)

Rev. Sr Dr Namitha SIC (SC for Evangelisation)

Rev. Dr Antony Kakkanatt (Executive Secretary for the SC for Evangelisation)

Rev. Dr Cheriyan Kottayil (SC for Theology)

Rev. Dr James Puthuparampil OIC (SC for Historical Publications)

Rev. Dr Varghese Madathikkunnath (SC for Ecumenism and Dialogue)

Rev. Fr John Thundiyath (SC for the Clergy)

9. Rev. Fr Thomas Sajeev Thekkecharuvil OIC (SC for the Religious)

10. Prof. Dr Thomaskutty Panachickal (SC for the Laity)

11. Rev. Fr Thomas Kayyalackal (SC for the Youth)

12. Rt Rev. Msgr Chacko Thadathil (SC for the Family)

13. Rev. Dr Thomas Kanjiramukalil (SC for Faith Formation)

14. Rev. Fr Joseph Poovathumtharayil (SC for Vocation)

15. Rev. Sr Dr Ardra SIC (SC for Vocation)

16. Rev. Dr John Kochuthundil (SC for Seminary Formation)

17. Prof. Dr Thomaskutty Kaimalayil (SC for Education)

18. Rev. Fr Varghese Mattamana (SC for Social Apostolate and Dalit
Christians)

19. Rev. Sr Lilly Thomas DM (SC for Health Services)

20. Prof. Dr Abraham Joseph (SC for Communication Media and Public

Relations)

Absent

1. Rev. Dr Saji Mukkoottumannil (SC for Pastoral Care of the Faithful
Outside India)

NN R W=

All the Synod Fathers were present. The Catholicos welcomed everyone.
HB briefly explained the rationale of the Synodal Commissions and asked
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, the Co-ordinator of the Synodal
Commissions to moderate the sessions and discussions. The Bishop Chairman
and the Secretary of each SC were called to the dais. Each SC had 15 to 20
Minutes at their disposal to present the report. After a brief introduction by the
Chairman, the Secretary presented the report in 5 to 7 minutes. This was
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followed by questions and observations from the floor. The meeting took more
than three sessions and got over by 8 p.m.

For follow-up, the detailed minutes of the meeting is appended extra.

Matters Concerning the St Mary’s Malankara Seminary

In view of the meeting with the Rector, Staff and Students of St Mary’s

Malankara Seminary, the Synod Fathers met at the library of the said seminary
for the seventh session of the Synod that was scheduled at 9 a.m. on Wednesday,
12 March 2014. The matters concerning the seminary were the points for
consideration of the Synod.

Appointments

1.

Appointment of a New Rector: Rev. Fr Daniel Manikulam, a priest of the
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, was proposed as the New Rector. His name
was already proposed for consideration at other meetings of the Bishops.
The HES also considered the impact of appointing a person as Rector from
outside the members of the present Staff of the Seminary. Considering all
the pros and cons, the HES unanimously gave their consent to the appointment
of Rev. Fr Daniel Manikulam as the New Rector of the Seminary.

The HES also recommended Rev. Fr Isaac Parappallil to be appointed the
Vice-Rector, taking into consideration his request for transfer after one
year.

Rev. Dr Varghese Madathikunnath will be relieved from the Seminary staff.

Rev. Fr Abraham Charivupurayidathil from the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
could be considered for appointment on the Staff of the Seminary. However,
since he was now fully occupied with the pastoral activities in the High
Range, his inclusion on the Staff could be considered later.

Rev. Dr Thomas Kodinattumkunnel, a senior priest of the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla, a former Professor of Syriac in SB College Changanachery, former
Vicar General of Tiruvalla and who holds a doctorate in Patrology and is
now returning from Canada, was considered for appointment on the Staff
of the Seminary. It was opined that his name shall be considered after
consulting him after his return to India.

Rev. Dr John Padipurackal, who would be returning after his pastoral
assignments in Kuwait, was considered for appointment as professor of
Moral Theology.

7. Rev. Dr. Thonippara CMI was suggested as Professor for Church History.

Rev. Fr S. Varghese, the present Procurator of the Seminary could continue.
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Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, the Chairman of the Seminary Commission
would meet and discuss with him ways of improving the financial
management of the seminary under his leadership.

Other Matters

1. In general, it was recommended that whoever is appointed to the Staff of
the Seminary has to go through a year of probation before he is confirmed
in the assignment.

2. Tothe request of the Rector to increase the honorarium of the non-teaching
and domestic Staff of the Seminary, it was made clear that their salary
should be increased in accordance with the minimum salary fixed by the
HES earlier. The Seminary Commission was asked to see to the execution
of the decision.

3. To the request to increase the allowance of the resident teaching Staff of
the Seminary, it was opined that, as all the priests helping out in the parishes
of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum receive the allowance from the
Archieparchy too, the per month income of the Staff of the Seminary is
double that of a priest serving as a parish priest. Hence, there is no need of
an increase of their allowance now.

4. Taking into consideration the financial situation of the Seminary, it was
decided that the Eparchies shall pay Rs 2000/- per student, per month, at
par with the payment for students sent to other Seminaries.

5. Tt was suggested that we should try to find benefactors from India for our
Seminarians. It was also opined that we should organise the “The Friends
of the Seminary” for this.

Meetings with the Rector, Staff and Students of St Mary’s Malankara
Seminary

The meeting of the HES with the Rector and the Staff of the Seminary
began at 10:45 a.m. His Beatitude the Catholicos welcomed the Rector and
the Staff of the Seminary to the meeting. HB said that the seminary formation
programmes and academic activities are oriented towards bringing out
exemplary priests. HB said that as formators, the Staff of the Seminary is
engaged in one of the important ministries of the Church and that they deserve
the appreciation and special gratitude of HES and the Church. HB expressed
the deep relationship and gratitude of the Church to the Rector and Staff of the
Seminary.

In response to the words of welcome from HB, Rev. Fr John Kochuthundil,
the Rector of the Seminary thanked the Catholicos and Bishops for the decision
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to hold a session of the ongoing HES in the Seminary itself and to meet the
Staff and Students. They take this gesture as a symbol of the importance the
HES gives to the Seminary in the life of the Church. Fr Rector also brought
to the attention of the HES the need of a Spiritual Father in the place of
Fr Kurisinkal. He also informed everyone that HB the Catholicos has submitted
an application in the Congregation for Catholic Education for recognition of a
faculty in our Seminary. He also brought to the attention of the HES that the
salary of the ministerial staff should be increased.

Now was the time for open sharing and feed-back. They could be
summarised as follows:

1. Lack of “fire” and motivation in the students: An observation made at
the meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions is noteworthy:
“The Pentecostals, by their formation for a couple of years brings out
firebrand evangelisers, while after 12 years of formation in the Seminary,
the priests who pass out are like dampened wicks that does not get inflamed!
What is the cause of this lack of “fire” and motivation in our people?” It
was opined that our Seminarians do not develop clarity of thought. They
should learn to pray and meditate on what is taught. It should lead to ‘fire.’
One Bishop pondered why there is no sufficient motivation among our
seminarians. It seems that they easily get tired. But on the other side, it was
noted, in fact, we have formed excellent priests. The priests of our Eparchies
are mostly formed in this seminary.” So, where do we lag now?

The gift of the Spirit can give “fire” to knowledge given in the class.

2. Lack of academic motivation: There is a lack of interest in the students.
They do not manifest their interests. There is indifference. They do not
even want to play. Our students do not learn scientific academic skills like
methodology of writing a scientific paper and presenting it. In this age of
computer technology, plagiarism, copying and cut and paste are the skills
they develop.

It was observed that motivation is more important than academic
performance. It is observed that the students try to go by the minimum in
matters concerning prayers, study and spiritual life. There is a trend like
this. One has to evaluate the quality and stuff of the candidates to priesthood.

Our Seminary is affiliated to the Urbanian University, Rome. They have a
different grading system than ours- the pass mark of this University is 60.
Ours is 40 at the Philosophy level. This creates confusion among the
students. An academically challenging situation is needed.
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It was also pointed out that the Professors should set examples, models
and challenges before the students. They should see that they write a number
of solid articles and they are published in journals, both international and
local. This will motivate the students.

3. Lack of human formation: We have to concentrate on human formation
as well. The academic sphere should descend from head level to the level
of the heart through prayer, through personal contact, etc.

4. Need to reschedule the courses/credits: Fr Rector brought to the attention
of all that there is a need to reschedule courses and to bring down the
number of credits. He opined that there is a need of a scientific evaluation
of the formation programme. Rev. Fr Cherian Kottayil, the Dean of the
Faculty of Theology, also supported this opinion.

Deliberating on this, it was decided that the matter of credits/curriculum
shall be studied by the Academic Council and proposals must be drafted.
The Rector, the Dean and the other members of the Staff can do this study
and proposal shall be drafted by the end of the month.

5. Exposure to mission: It was suggested that our students should have a
guided exposure to mission field. However, there are instances of
indifference when options are given.

6. Need of continuity in formation: Motivation should begin from the Minor
Seminary. There should be a continuity of formation from the minor
seminary to the major seminary.

7. Holidays and Ordinations: The staff of the Seminary drew the attention
of the Bishops to the timing of the priestly ordinations in the Eparchies.
This affects the discipline and order of the Seminary as students are sent to
participate in the events.

To this it was decided that the Christmas holidays are fixed to be between
20 December and 10 January. The priestly ordinations will be fixed within
these holidays. There are no home-holidays during the first semester
holidays. Semester holidays are for exposure programmes like “Exodus”,
which is part of the curriculum.

8. Spiritual Direction: The Spiritual Father is now overburdened as the
number of students frequenting him is very huge. Hence there is need to
appoint more Spiritual Fathers.

9. Advancement of money to the Seminarians: The discipline enforced in
this matter shall be continued.
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10. Can we ask for the financial contribution of the students or their families
towards the formation of the students? Will it affect the students? The answer
was in the negative. It was informed to the Staff that the contribution of
each Eparchy for each student would be Rs 2000/- per month.

The meeting with the staff ended with an expression of gratitude and
appreciation from His Beatitude the Catholicos. They were also informed that
Rev. Fr Daniel Manikulam from the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta will be
appointed the new Rector of our Seminary. The Catholicos thanked the outgoing
Rector Rev. Fr John Kochuthundil, for his four-years of dedicated service to
the Seminary. He saw to the overall development of the Seminary.

The Synod Fathers went to the Chapel for the Noon Prayers with the Staff
and Students of the Seminary. After the prayers, on behalf of the HES, His
Beatitude addressed the students. In his address HB highlighted the aim and
objectives of formation in our Seminary. HB also declared the appointment of
the new Rector and Vice-Rector of the Seminary. At the end of the address, the
Catholicos, together with the Synod Fathers, imparted Apostolic Blessing to
the Staff and Students.

The Synod Fathers had lunch with the Staff and Students of the Seminary.
At the end of the lunch, the Catholicos and all the Bishops met the non-teaching
and domestic staff of the Seminary and thanked them for their service and the
share they have in the life of the Seminary and of the Church.

THE DELIBERATIONS

After the visit to the Seminary and the sessions there, the Synod resumed
its sessions at the Blessed John Paul I Synod Hall at 3.00 p.m.

Gulf Meet

A convention of the representatives of the Faithful of our Church working
in the Gulf region is planned for 15 and 16 July 2014. The St Mary’s Malankara
Seminary is the venue of the convention. HB the Catholicos proposed that the
presence of all the Bishops of our Church would be ideal and welcome.

Appointments in the Gulf
We have priests in five countries of the Gulf regions. The term of service of
the following priests has ended or they have asked for transfer:

Rev. Fr John Padipurackal in Kuwait
Rev. Fr Cherian Manapurath in Qatar
Rev. Fr Shaji Makkappally
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HB the Catholicos also shared with the Synod Fathers that there is a positive
change of attitude of the Bishops/Apostolic Vicars of the Gulf region. There is
a proposal to the Holy See to appoint an Apostolic Vicar for all the Orientals
working/residing in the region.

In general there is spiritual fervour and growth in the ecclesial life of our
Faithful in the Gulf region. However, certain aspects of relationship in ecclesial
life need improvement.

Common Celebrations

The Annual Malankara SabhaSanghamam and the 84™ Reunion Day
Celebrations

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas submitted to the HES a tentative programme
of the Annual Sabhasanghamam to be hosted by the Eparchy of Bathery at
Bathery on the occasion of the 84™ Reunion Day Celebrations and the
Consecration of the newly constructed Cathedral of the Eparchy. The three-
day programme will begin at 2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 18 September 2014 and
will end with the Preshitha Rally beginning at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday, 20
September 2014. On 18" September there will be the Vilambara Rally, the
Inaugural Meeting and cultural evening to which will be invited guests and
other very important religious, social and political leaders of Bathery. The
forenoon of 19" September is set apart for the conventions of MCCL, MCYM
and MCA. This will be followed by the first part of the liturgy of consecration
of the Cathedral of Bathery beginning at 2.30 p.m. The time from 5.00 to 8.00 p.m.
is earmarked for Suvisesha sangham Convention. Supper will be at 8.00 p.m. and
it will be followed by MCYM Quiz Programme. The third day of the
Sabhasanghamam begins with the second part of the Consecration of the
Cathedral followed by the Solemn Pontifical Holy Qurbono of the Reunion
Day led by the Father and Head of our Church. The Public Meeting will be held
from 11.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Thereafter lunch and Preshitha Rally will follow.

The Dignataries invited for the Sanghamam are:

His Beatitude Ibrahim Isaac Sidrak, Coptic Catholic Patriarch

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk, the Major Archbishop of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church

His Beatitude Cardinal Mar George Alanchery, the Major Archbishop
of the Syro-Malabar Church

His Eminence Cardinal Oswald Gracious, the President of the
Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences and the Archbishop of
Mumbai
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His Grace Archbishop Salvatore Pennachio, the Apostolic Nuncio in
India

Bishops of Syro-Malabar and Latin Churches
Social, Cultural and Political Leaders

In general, it was opined that the common celebrations shall be simple.
Flex boards and arches should be restricted to the least minimum or avoided.
It should be also an occasion for common conscientisation on the evils of
using them.

There was a request from the KCYM to be part of our MCYM programme.
It is welcomed as they could be observers at our functions.

A separate meeting of the Mathrusanghamam would be held during the 84"
Reunion Day celebrations as planned, with another occasion for men and
women of the MCA to meet together.

61 Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios
This feast will be celebrated this year as usual.

The Progress of the Suvisesha Sangham

Rev. Fr Antony Kakkanat was invited to the HES to report the progress of
implanting the Suvisesha Sangham in our Church and in our Eparchies. He
distributed a file to the Synod Fathers containing 10 items - report, bylaws,
evaluation, etc - and introduced their contents. He narrated the activities of the
Suvisesha Sangham. In all Eparchies except one, the Suvisesha Sangham was
introduced to priests. In all religious congregations and their provinces, the
Suvisesha Sangham was introduced to all the religious of our Church. The SS
members at the Ecclesial level have been formed well and they have imbibed
its Spirit. The District level formation is being carried out. The lay people are
co-operating and they imbibe a “fire” for preaching the Word of God.

Fr Antony stressed the need to consolidate the SS at the Eparchial level,
setting apart the full time service of a priest. He also thanked all the Bishops
for their active support for the formation of the SS. HB the Catholicos initiated
a discussion on, “Can we set apart a priest from each Eparchy for the formation
of the SS there?” Concluding the discussion, the HES decided that in each
Eparchy, at the time of the next transfer after Easter, a priest should be assigned
for a period of two years, free of the office of the parish priest, to establish the
SS in the Eparchy.
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Towards the Conclusion of the Eparchial Phase of the Cause of
Canonisation of the SG Mar Ivanios

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, the Postulator of the Cause of
Canonisation of the SG Archbishop Mar Ivanios, was asked to present the
report of the Cause to the HES. He submitted a brief written report of the work
of the Cause with emphasis on its concluding phase. He presented the details
of the exhumation of the mortal remains of the SG and how to proceed with it.
He also presented a step by step move towards the conclusion of the Eparchial
phase of the Cause. He clarified the queries of the Bishop on canonical
implications of the devotion and veneration shown by the Faithful towards the
SG in accordance with the liturgical and spiritual practices and ethos of the
Oriental Church. He pointed out that the spontaneous veneration shown by the
people and people privately taking refuge in the intercession of the SG is
supportive of the Cause. In fact, one should leave no stone unturned, in
propagating the fragrance of sanctity and the charism of the SG. However,
what one should avoid is the deliberate official promotion of the cult of the
Servant of God.

At the end of the discussion, HB the Catholicos told the Synod Fathers that
23, 24 June 2014 is fixed as the days for the exhumation of the mortal remains
of the SG Mar Ivanios, for which we have received the permission from the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints. HB also informed that the whole Church
would be informed of it through a common pastoral letter. HB invited all the
Bishops to be present at that time and to witness the exhumation.

At 9.00 a.m. on 13 June 2014, the Synod Fathers assembled at the Synod
Hall after the celebration of the Holy Qurbono at the tomb of the SG Mar
Ivanios. It was also the fourth Episcopal Ordination Day of Most Rev. Vincent
Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos
and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios. The Catholicos felicitated them.

Fr Daniel Manikulam, the Rector Designate is informed of his new ministry
in the Church

Rev. Fr Daniel Manikulam, the Rector Designate of SMMS, was called in
to the HES and he was officially told of his appointment as the Rector of St
Mary’s Malankara Seminary. HB the Catholicos felicitated Fr Daniel on his
new ministry in the Church and wished him the best. HB also reminded the
new Rector the obligations of the office entrusted to him and the confidence
the HES has placed in him. Fr Daniel on his part accepted the appointment and
thanked HB and all the Bishops for the new appointment and the confidence
and the trust, the HES placed on him.
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Revision of the Value of Goods for Alienation

It was found that the value of goods for alienation fixed as per the norms of
CCEO c 1036 by the First Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church held
from 16 to 18 August 2005 needs to be revised in the light of the present day
standards. The present directive read: “In the alienation of temporal goods, if
the amount exceeds one million US Dollars, the permission of the Holy
Episcopal Synod of our Church is required. The minimum amount referred in
CCEO canon 1036 §1 for alienation of properties is fixed to US $ 50,000/-
which the Eparchial Bishop may sanction by himself, and for the alienation of
any goods that amounts up to one million US Dollars the consent of the finance
council and the college of eparchial consulters is required” (MALANKARA
Vol 1, No. 2, December 2005, page 38). After due evaluation of the proposal it
was decided:

1. If the value of goods whose alienation is proposed exceeds Rupees hundred
millions (10 crores), the Eparchial Bishop shall obtain the consent of the
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church requested with the consent of the
Eparchial Finance Council and the College of Eparchial Consultors of the
Eparchy. This is applicable for a period of two years.

ii. In cases of taking loans from banks, if the amount exceeds Rupees hundred
millions (10 crores), the Eparchial Bishop shall obtain the consent of the
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church requested with the consent of the
Eparchial Finance Council and the College of Eparchial Consulters. This
is applicable for a period of one year.

The amendment was proposed by Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
and supported by Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios and unanimously passed by
the HES.

Evaluation of the Synodal Commissions
The HES took for consideration the reports of the Synodal Commissions of
our Church presented at the meeting of the Secretaries of the SCs with the HES.

a. SC for Liturgy: The Chairman of the Commission, His Grace Mar
Koorilos said that the revised Thukkasa is ready for publication soon. The
members of the HES opined that when the revised Thukkasa is introduced,
an orientation on it should be given to our priests in all Eparchies. The text
should be included in the curriculum of our Seminary.

The priestly ordinations shall not be conducted in the afternoon
Can we cancel the omologion and the tonsure service when giving minor
orders?
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For diaconal and priestly ordination, the question on celibacy should be
added in the questionnaire for the candidates.

b. SC for Ecumenism and Dialogue: Most Rev. Mar Koorilos, the Chairman
of the Commission suggested that Unity Octave Prayers should be
introduced in all parishes

He also brought to the attention of the HES that the programmes organised
by the Pro-Oriente are done without proper representation of the Catholic
Churches in Kerala.

¢. SC for Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians: Most Rev. Joshua Mar
Ignathios introduced the bylaws of the Caritas Malankara, an umbrella
organisation for the Social Service Societies of our Church. The HES, due
to lack of time, postponed the study of the bylaws to the next HES.

d. SC for the Laity: Certain amendments of the bylaws of the MCA were
proposed.

It was decided that an Ecclesial level association of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Mathrusangham shall be organised. For this, the names of the
President and Secretary of the Eparchial level Mathrusangham shall be
sent to the Catholicos and HB shall appoint a President and Secretary for
the Ecclesial level Mathrusangham, from the list.

It was also suggested that MCA and MCYM should have a Woman
President at least after every two terms if the Presidents during the time
were men.

e. SC for Theology: The Chairman of this SC, Most Rev. Abraham Mar
Julios opined that our Church in its theologising should foster relations
and collaboration with the Oriental Churches, especially the Antiochian
Church. The sources of this Church are found in the monasteries like the
Sharfe Monastery Beirut and St. Mark’s Monastery of Turkey

The Chairman also shared with the HES the queries of those searching for
finances to publish their doctoral thesis. Can the commission do something
about it?

The Chairman of the SC also suggested that there is a need of drawing up
a Charter of Priestly Formation. Most Rev. Bishops Mar Julios, Mar
Ignathios, Mar Stephanos, Mar Eusebios and Mar Koorilos were named to
be members of the board who will draft the Charter. It is to be presented in
the HES to be convoked in March 2015.

The possibility of collaboration of our Seminary with SEERI was also put
forward.
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f. SCfor Publication and History of the SMCC: First of all it was clarified
that this could be a seperate SC, independent of the SC for Theology to
which it was a sub-section so far. The Chairman of the Commission Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebios presented to the HES some of the proposals of
the said commission: Formation of Writers’ Forum, Writers’ Publication
Forum, monitoring the archives of the Eparchies, training in keeping the
archives, etc. A meeting of the Chancellors of the Eparchies was also
suggested to conscientise them and to devise a scientific approach for the
up-keep of the archives.

g. SC for Bible Apostolate: The SC led by Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios,
proposes a few programmes for the effective propagation of the Word of
God and life in it. The Bible Week proposed by the KCBC shall be observed
as the Bible Week in our Church too. The SC proposes to begin a Bible
Bank, to promote Bible inspired creative writings, to institute awards to
Bible Preachers and to encourage the Faithful to enrol as members of the
Bible Society of KCBC. It was also proposed that Mr A. M. Mathew, one
of the greatest Bible Preachers, could be honoured by our Church.

It was also decided that Rev. Fr Kurian Valuparampil shall be appointed to
represent our Church in the Bible Commission of the KCBC.

h. SC for Communication Media: Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, the
Chairman of the Commission, enquired whether the scope of the activities
of the Commission could be broadened to include literature and culture. A
meeting of the Eparchial Media Commission is slated for June. The
Commission also plans a “Malankara Digest”, an e-journal. To upload our
prayers and liturgical services in the android system of the web is also
another proposal.

HB and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios wanted that the SC to come to
the aid of maintaining our official website and an e-journal like
www.marpapa.com to bring all the news of the interventions of our
Catholicos in the ecclesial, social and political sphere and all the events of
SMCC in the Eparchies, Exarchate, ETRI, ETROI and Religious
Congregations.

i. SC for the Catechism: The MBOC text on “Baptism” is prepared for the

academic year 2014. The next text for the year 2015 would be on the
“Sacrament of Reconciliation™.

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos brought to the attention of the HES
that MCCL needs a new Director, as the present Director, overburdened
with other apostolates and is unable to devote time for MCCL. It was opined
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that the Sunday School Director of the Eparchy could also be appointed
Director of MCCL in the Eparchy.

HB reminded that instruction be given to recite the prayer for the Cause of
Canonisation of the SG Mar Ivanios by the Sunday School Students before
they begin the classes. It was pointed out that it could be included in a
common pastoral letter from the Catholicos.

Secretary of the SC for Faith Formation should have more time available
to provide his services to the Church. The present Secretary, Rev Dr
Kanjiramukalil finds it difficult. Hence an assistant who would work along
with him could be appointed, and who could eventually take over the post
of the Secretary. HB said that a priest from the Major Archieparchy would
be given for the service.

It was also suggested that the activities of the Mission League under the
KCBC be clubbed with the activities of MCCL. Thus duplication of
organizations could be avoided.

J- SC for Clergy: The Commission has to be revived appointing the
Protosyncelli of the Eparchies as Consultors.

k. SC for the Religious: The SC will be activated as per the programme of
action presented in the report of the Commission.

I. SC for Vocation: The SC plans to call together a meeting of the vocation
promoters of the Eparchies and of the Religious Congregations.

m. SC for the Family: The SC plans to organise the widows, anti-alcohol
drives, premarital courses, pastoral care of single parents, etc. The Commission
will also liaison its activities with those of the Suvisesha Sangham.

The Commission was urged to activate the existing Matrimonial Website
of our Church.

n. SC for Health Service: The Commission plans to encourage health
insurance for our employees. This can be done in collaboration with the
SC for Social Action

Organisation of medical camps for the detection of cancer etc. could be
done.

It was agreed that the possibility of admitting students from our Church
outside Kerala in our Medical College would be studied.

Our People should own up our institutions. So PR work should be co-
ordinated

0. SC for Education: The SC plans to execute the programmes as presented
in its report. They include mainly the Catholic Accreditation Programme,
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an approved handbook of educational institutions of our Church, HR data
bank, support programmes for appearing for IAS and IPS exams, etc.

It was informed to the HES that the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla has begun
the ground work for establishing an Arts and Science College in Kumily.
The College is named ‘“Sahyajyothi.

. SCfor the Youth: Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos introduced the proposed
amendments to the bylaw of the MCYM.

This being the Silver Jubilee Year of the formation of the Central Secretariat
of the MCYM, there are plans to organise programmes like “Fides”
organised last year. The MCYM will also try to imbibe the spirit of the
Suvisesha Sangham and liaison its activities with that of the Suvisesha
Sangham.

Campus ministry for the youth who emigrate to other cities of India and
outside India for higher studies is to begun and co-ordinated.

The Regional Directors of MCYM have to become effective.

The problems of the lack of acceptance of our Youth in the parishes etc.
were also taken note of. Youth should become active in the Church. Youth
ministry should be included in the curriculum of the Seminary.

SC for Evangelisation: Besides what had been discussed in the meeting
of the Secretaries with the HES and what Fr Antony Kakkanat shared with
the HES, it was discussed how the SS could be organised outside India.
The financial difficulties faced by the Protopresbyters of the ecclesiastical
districts to organise the programmes of the Suvisesha Sangham was also
brought to the attention of the Bishops.

Common Concerns of the SCs: When the sharing on individual SCs
ended, some common concerns were discussed.

a. Commission Offices: His Beatitude the Catholicos assured the HES
that he would see to it that basic infrastructure/office will be provided
for the SCs

b. The Term of the Commissions: The term of office of the present
members of the Synodal Commissions expires in 2015. However, since
certain SCs could not so far start functioning full-fledged, the term of
office of the members shall be extended for two more years after 2015..

¢. The Laity Day and Youth Day Holy Qurbono offerings to support
the activities of the respective commissions shall continue as per the
earlier decision of the HES.

The HES approved, in general, the report of the Synodal Commissions and
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asked the Chairmen to go ahead with the proposed programmes of each SC.

Sharing from the Eparchies

Each Eparchial Bishop, Exarch and the Apostolic Visitator was given chance
to brief the HES some of the notable events or policies in their respective
domain. Accordingly the sharing began.

1.

2.

3.

3.

Eparchy of Puttur: Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios said that
the status quo of the Eparchy is maintained. The financial deed to buy a
plot of land is still pending. All activities are progressing. Of the 15
Eparchial priests, two are serving in Germany. The Minor Seminary
formation is progressing with 7 students in Puttur and 1 at Tiruvalla. There
are 3 Seminarians doing Philosophy and 2 doing Theology. The Eparchy
needs more vocations to the Seminary.

Eparchy of Pathanamthitta: Our presence is now known in
Pathanamthitta. An Arts and Science College is being established in Adoor.
The Seminary obtained permission for its building. A few churches are
under construction. The frontage of the Cathedral is given a good facelift
with a kurisadi. Madonna School is progressing. The Eparchy has 61
Seminarians. Priests’ Home is under construction.

Eparchy of Bathery: Preparations for the Annual Sabha Sanghamam and
84™ Reunion Day celebrations and the consecration of the Eparchial
Cathedral are progressing. ‘A House for All’ (Sampurna Bahavana
Padhathi), ‘Education for All’ (Sampurna Vidyabhyasa Padhathi) and
‘Employment for All’ (Sampurna Thozhil Padhathi) are progressing. Five
colleges were established so far. All PG holders in the Eparchy have been
employed. A programme to ensure the financial self-reliance of the parishes
is initiated. The Bishop of the Eparchy has begun a programme to visit all
the houses of the Eparchy. ‘The Kannur-centred-mission’ is progressing.
The Eparchy has financial constraints, but the Spirit of the Lord is at work...

Eparchy of Marthandam: The parishes are becoming active. Two mission
centres— Tuthukudy and Madurai — have been started outside the Eparchy.
A church is built alongside the four-lane road at Kumarapuram. The place
of Blessed Devasahayam Pillai near Nagercoil is developed as a social
service centre as that is the only alternative. The Colleges run by the Eparchy
are functioning well. The St Paul’s Academy for coaching classes for IAS
aspirants has 77 students now. The Eparchy has 59 Seminarians. Santhi
Ashram will be established as a Pious Association. The auditing of the
accounts of the parishes is introduced.
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ETRI: Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Apostolic Visitator submitted
in writing the “New Mission Initiative” undertaken in the state of Orissa.
He also highlighted the same possibilities in other states also. He pointed
out a three-point challenge we face in the endeavour: lack of priests, sisters
and lay people to work; lack of motivation; and lack of finance. His
suggestions and requests were that this mission should be accepted as a
mission of the Church; our Eparchies should take special care for our
missions by supplying priests; the Religious Congregations have to supply
religious priests and sisters; provision has to be made to meet the financial
needs of the mission cutting down ‘golden kodimarams’ etc.

He expressed disappointment that the challenges were not addressed seriously!

S.

6.

7.

8.

Exarchate of USA: We have 14 communities in America. The Exarchate
is in the process of buying a church and presbytery to be used as the
Cathedral and Bishop’s House. There will be a priestly ordination in July
2014. We have one Seminarian studying Theology and another one doing
Philosophy.

Eparchy of Muvattupuzha: There is no Bishop’s House for the Eparchy.
One is planned to be constructed at a cost of five crores. At Vadacode, a
house is opened for the mentally challenged. At Muringur a Malankara
Catholic community is formed. On 2 February 2014, a Bethany Convent
was started in the suburb of Coimbatore. There is scope for mission in
Pollachi. Three priestly ordinations expected this year. There are 3 priests
working in ETRI, one in Gulf, 1 in Switzerland and 1 in Canada. There are
vocations to priesthood; but no vocations to women religious congregations.
More Particular (Eparchial Laws) laws are codified and promulgated.

Eparchy of Mavelikara: More Particular Laws will be promulgated soon.
2 new mission stations begun. The Clergy Home is under construction.
Financial resources are very limited. The Eparchy needs Rs 8 lakhs every
month to pay the allowances of the Priests etc. Three schools have problem
of recognition. Admission to the Seminary is after +2. There is good co-
operation of the Faithful. Pastoral Visitis in progress. Auditing of Accounts
1s made compulsory.

Archieparchy of Tiruvalla: There is interest in mission activities. Two
new parishes have been started in the High Ranges. There are two schools
in Kumily. There is a need of an Arts and Science College. It will be
established in the vicinity of the Kumily parish. The Bishop’s Day collection
is utilised for it. The construction of the building in front of the Marygiri is
completed. Though forgetful His Excellency, Mar Timotheos, the Bishop
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Emeritus of the Archieparchy, is doing well now. The Pushpagiri group of
institutions are improving.

9. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum: The Housing Project for the
homeless is the priority charitable project of the Major Archieparchy now.

Titles of Ramban and Corepiscopo proposed for.

The HES suggested to the Catholicos to consider the conferring of the titles
of Ramban and Corepiscopo on the priests who should be honoured for their
dedicated ministry. So, considering the need of each Eparchy, the Bishops
suggested the following names and the titles proposed to be conferred on them:

1. Eparchy of Puttur
a. Rev. Fr Koshy Kakkanattu proposed for the title Ramban

2. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta
a. Rev. Fr Geevarghese Chediyath proposed for the title Corepiscopo
b. Rev. Msgr. Jose Chamakkalayil proposed for the title Corepiscopo
c. Rev. Fr George Jacob proposed for the title Corepiscopo
d. Rev. Fr Daniel Kuzhithadathil proposed for the title Corepiscopo

3. Eparchy of Bathery
a. Rt Rev. Msgr Mathew Chamakkalayil proposed for the title Ramban
b. Rev. Fr Chacko Narimattom proposed for the title Corepiscopo

4. Eparchy of Marthandom: Nil

Eparchy of Muvattupuzha : Nil

bt

6. Eparchy of Mavelikara
a. Rev. Fr Thomas Karichal proposed for the title Ramban
b. Rev. Msgr George Charuvila proposed for the title Corepiscopo
c. Rev. Fr Jose Kadakampallil proposed for the title Corepiscopo

7. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
a. Rev. Fr Jacob Thekkeparampil proposed for the title Corepiscopo
b. Rev. Fr Abraham Chacko Narimattathil proposed for the title
Corepiscopo
¢. Rev. Fr Thomas Kodinattumkunnel proposed for the title Corepiscopo
8. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum
a. Rev. Msgr Mathew Manakkarakavil proposed for the title Corepiscopo
b. Rev. Fr James Paravila proposed for the title Corepiscopo
c. Rt Rev. Corepiscopo Mannikkarott proposed for the title Domestic
Prelate, title invested by Rome.

9. ETRI: Nil
10. Exarchate of USA: Nil
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Holy Communion Helpers: As per the earlier decision of the HES, trained
faithful can be given the mandate, according to CCEO ¢ 709 §2 and CPCSMCC
¢ 490, for helping the distribution of the Holy Qurbono. The Eparchy of
Marthandam and parishes in serious need in the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum can try this.

The Sixteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

It was decided that the Sixteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the
SMCC be convoked on Sunday and Monday, 21and 22 September 2014 at the
Bishop’s House Bathery. The Synod will begin at 9.00 a.m., on 21 September
and end at 4.00 p.m. on 22 September.

CONCLUSION

His Beatitude gave the concluding message in the session of the Holy
Episcopal Synod that began at 6 p.m. on 13 September 2014. His Beatitude
thanked the Synod Fathers for their presence at the Synod. HB recounted the
wonderful way our Church was guided by the Holy Spirit. HB said, “When the
Servant of God visited Rome, there was none to introduce him to the Holy
Father or to any dicastery there. From that status of our Church, today the
Holy Spirit has led the Church to be known everywhere in the world. I do pray
and wish that the Holy Spirit continue to guide us until the end of the ages!
Our Church is now represented at the American Bishops’ Conference through
our Exarch in the USA. The Lord was pleased to assign a kingdom to the
“little flock.” This is an assurance given by the Lord to us. It is very important."

In the background of the next public election, His Beatitude underlined the
need of strengthening the democratic system of our nation."When people
prudently exercise their electoral franchise they are directly strengthening the
greatest democratic constitution of the world. Therefore, it is our sacred
responsibility to motivate our people to engage in this election process to choose
the best persons who protect the secular and religious values of our nation."

His Beatitude reminded the Fathers of the Synod to implement the
participatory nature of the mode of action in the entire Church like that of the
present Synod. "Our interactions with our Laity, Religious and Priests during
the sessions, assure us their collaboration and participation in the life and
mission of our Church. Such ways of synodal interactions strengthens our
Church as a sui iuris Major Archiepiscopal Church to take up new challenges
in our mission field. With brotherly love, I do encourage you, venerable brothers,
to follow the same way of dialogue for ascertaining the co-operation and
collaborations of all at eparchial levels."
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His Beatitude thanked other Bishops for their support to his ministry in
the Church. Then, His Beatitude exhorted all to imbibe the spirit of Great
Lent. " As we depart from the Synod and go to our Eparchies, we are in the
midst of the Lenten Season. It is a time of spiritual harvest. Let it be a fruitful
time for our sanctification through fasting, abstinence and penance! Let this
Lent lead us to reliving and experiencing the Paschal Mystery that we
commemorate and celebrate at the end of the Lenten Season!"

His Beatitude declared the Fifteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

The Fifteenth Ordinary HES ended with prayers and the final blessing
imparted by His Beatitude the Catholicos.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

FIFTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(10-14 March 2014)

Decisions

The fifteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod that was convoked from 10

to 14 March 2014 took the following decisions:

St Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary

1

. It is decided to appoint Rev. Dr Daniel Manikulam, a priest of the Eparchy

of Pathanamthitta, as the New Rector of the Major Seminary.

2. 1tis decided to appoint Rev. Dr Isaac Parappallil, Professor of Liturgy as the

Vice-Rector of the Major Seminary.

. Taking into consideration the financial situation of the Seminary, it was

decided that the Eparchies shall pay Rs 2000/- per student, per month, at
par with the payment for students sent to other Seminaries.

. Deliberating on the need to reschedule the courses/credits, it was decided

that the matter of credits/curriculum shall be studied by the Academic Council
and proposals must be drafted. The Rector, the Dean and the other members
of the Staff can do this study and proposal shall be drafted by the end of the
month.

. The Christmas holidays are fixed to be between 20 December and 10 January.

The priestly ordinations will be fixed within these holidays. There are no
home-holidays during the first semester holidays. Semester holidays are for
exposure programmes like “Exodus”, which is part of the curriculum.

Revision of the Value of Goods for Alienation

6. If the value of goods whose alienation is proposed exceeds Rupees hundred

millions (10 Crores), the Eparchial Bishop shall obtain the consent of the
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church requested with the consent of the
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Eparchial Finance Council and the College of Eparchial Consultors of the
Eparchy. This is applicable for a period of two years.

7. In cases of taking loans from banks, if the amount exceeds Rupees hundred
millions (10 crores), the Eparchial Bishop shall obtain the consent of the
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church requested with the consent of the
Eparchial Finance Council and the College of Eparchial Consultors of the
Eparchy. This is applicable for a period of one year.

The Suviseshasangham

8. It is decided, in each Eparchy, at the time of the next transfer after Easter, a
priest should be assigned for a period of two years, free of the office of the
parish priest, to establish the SS in the Eparchy.

The Synodal Commissions
SC for Liturgy:

9. When the revised Thukkasa is introduced, an orientation on it should be
given to our priests in all Eparchies. The text should be included in the
curriculum of our Seminary.

10. The priestly ordinations shall not be conducted in the afternoon.

11. For diaconal and priestly ordination, the question on celibacy should be
added in the questionnaire for the candidates.

SC for Laity:

12. An Ecclesial level association of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Mathrusangham shall be organised. For this, the names of the President
and Secretary of the Eparchial level Mathrusangham shall be sent to the
Catholicos and HB shall appoint a President and Secretary for the Ecclesial
level Mathrusangham, from the list.

SC for Theology:

13. Considering the suggesion of the Chairman of the SC for Theology for
drawing up a Charter of Priestly Formation, Most Rev. Bishops Mar Julios,
Mar Ignathios, Mar Stephanos, Mar Eusebios and Mar Koorilos were named
to be members of the board to draft the Charter. They have to present the
Charter in the HES to be convoked in March 2015.

SC for Bible Apostolate:

14. Rev. Fr Kurian Valuparampil shall be appointed to represent our Church in
the Bible Commission of the KCBC.
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Common Concerns of the SCs:

15. The term of office of the present members of the Synodal Commissions
expires in 2015. However, since the SCs could not so far start functioning
full-fledged, it is decided to extend the term of office of the members for
two more years after 2015.

16. It is decided, as per the earlier decision of the HES, the offerings of the
Holy Qurbono (sthrothakazhcha), collected on Laity Day and Youth Day to
the respective SCs

Holy Communion Helpers:

17. It is decided, as per the earlier decision of the HES, trained faithful can be
given the mandate, according to CCEO ¢ 709 §2 and CPCSMCC c 490, for
helping the distribution of the Holy Qurbono. The Eparchy of Marthandam
and parishes in serious need in the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum can
try this.

Common Celebrations

18. It is decided that the common celebrations shall be simple and flex boards
and arches should be restricted to the least minimum or avoided.

The Sixteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

19. It was decided that the Sixteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the
SMCC be convoked on Sunday and Monday, 21 and 22 September 2014 at
the Bishop’s House Bathery. The Synod will begin at 9.00 a.m., on 21
September and end at 4.00 p.m. on 22 September.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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Valedictory Message

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE FIFTEENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 10 TO 14 MARCH 2014

Venerable brother Bishops,

As we move towards the end of our Synodal gathering I thank you most
sincerely for your presence and active participation at the Synod.

As we conclude our gathering, let us remember with joy and gratitude the
wonderful way the Holy Spirit guides our Church. Now, my thoughts go back
to the early days of our Reunion Movement. When the Servant of God visited
Rome, there was none to introduce him to the Holy Father or to any dicastery
there. From that status of our Church, today the Holy Spirit has led the Church
to be known everywhere in the world. I do pray and wish that the Holy Spirit
continue to guide us until the end of the ages!

Our Church is now represented at the American Bishops’ Conference
through our Exarch in the USA. The Lord was pleased to assign a kingdom to
the “little flock.” This is an assurance given by the Lord to us. It is very
important.

As we are at the threshold of another public election, it is our responsibility
to strengthen the democratic system of our Country. When people prudently
exercise their electoral franchise they are directly strengthening the greatest
democratic constitution of the world. Therefore, it is our sacred responsibility
to motivate our people to engage in this election process to choose the best
persons who protect the secular and religious values of our nation.

Our interactions with our Laity, Religious and Priests during the sessions,
assure us their collaboration and participation in the life and mission of our
Church. Such ways of synodal interactions strengthens our Church as a sui
iuris Major Archiepiscopal Church to take up new challenges in our mission
field. With brotherly love, I do encourage you, venerable brothers, to follow
the same way of dialogue for ascertaining the co-operation and collaborations
of all at eparchial levels.
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I thank the personal support of my venerable brother Bishops for fulfilling
my various ministries in the Church. Your support is immeasurably great. As
we depart from the Synod and go to our Eparchies, we are in the midst of the
Lenten Season. It is a time of spiritual harvest. Let it be a fruitful time for our
sanctification through fasting, abstinence and penance! Let this Lent lead us to
reliving and experiencing the Paschal Mystery that we commemorate and
celebrate at the end of the Lenten Season! The Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother
of God and the star of New Evangelisation be with us and intercede for us in
our pilgrimage! Thank you all!

I declare, the Fifteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Press Release

The 15* Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Trivandrum: The 15" Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church began at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum on 10
March 2014. Tomorrow (10" March) the Synod will meet the Major Superiors
of different Religious Congregations for men and women of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. The Synod will also meet all the Secretaries of
the Synodal Commissions on March 11. Each secretary will present the
working report and plan of activities of the respective commission. On
Wednesday, 12 March, the Bishops will meet the staff of the St. Mary’s
Malankara Seminary and address the student community. The Episcopal Synod
will also discuss matters related to the forth- coming assembly of the faithful
in the Gulf countries which will be held on July in Trivandrum, the follow-up
of the first Malankara Catholic Assembly and the progress of the Cause of
Canonization of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios. All the bishops
of the Syro- Malankara Catholic Church are attending the Synod, which is
presided over by Major Archbishop Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos

Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios
Bishop of Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Fr. Bovas Mathew

Media Coordinator
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Vote to protect the democracy and Secularism of the Nation:
Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Trivandrum: The Holy Episcopal Synod (HES) of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
concluded with the summons to exercise the electoral franchise with prudence to
protect the democracy and secularism of the nation. HES reminded all the faithful
to exercise their electoral right in the coming public election. The HES which had
begun on last Monday evaluated the progress of the development of the activities
of the cause of canonization of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios. It also
discussed the coming Global meet of the faithful in the Gulf Region which is to be
held in Trivandrum and the follow-up programmes of the First Ecclesial Assembly.
In connection with the Synod, the Bishops held a discussion with the Major Superiors
of the various Religious Congregations in the Church. There was also the meeting of
the secretaries of the various synodal commissions. They presented their report
and the future planning. The Bishops also held the meeting with the staff and
students of the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary on the formation-programmes of
the future priests. Rev. Dr Daniel Manikulam of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta and
Rev. Dr Isaac Parappallil of the Archdiocese of Tiruvalla were appointed Rector and
Vice-Rector of the Seminary respectively. All the bishops participated in the Synod
which was presided over by His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the
Major Archbishop. The bishops, led by His Beatitude, celebrated Holy Qurbono at
the Tomb of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios.

- Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios
Chancellor & Curia Bishop
Major Archiepiscopal Curia
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Minutes of the Meeting
of the 15th Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions
at Catholicate Centre on 11.03.2014
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WaNIEMIM @B (H1EaVIqYo : MV)AIlEMAUTVCLITIM  GREIMMBMAlo
nalo)o @eOIVla)). MO 60} TvorelsMmEene® Rlallmeswelwow]
0)alea]g) AUOYIM@IC3 TLEINIaHo.
G20aH10 MIQ MUNIGMICWIN : DT BROWNEBBBIVMITI BRTIAIWAIBH6)
@PEIROMAN0 MEINIAHAN0 DENS. GROEINOVWOINS BINBIUIIAMO B6M)EMIOUD
06IGlBA3H9)0 ONANAI0 (alG2IldBMAN0 ald>@)aN).
and. AURWIM aQam: ETRI-@3 av)aileuau VoL~ 10IREI M O16 3
(1HSDOW aNBlo B06MMN). DBIaNMEMRWV] S0TMV0 AlaHa3.
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DaldoaNI0o

12.37-0) @RElQAIBY eRevI M08 nidementomy @loyeaml conclude eaido).
M) QfEUaHMCCLIODIOM (IQIGOMMo HOBAUABINN (AlHSAIW MSOHAISLIOV
@RMBAOQ|S)AM). 0TIV Alat(d al1@l00)RLICLOAIOE TVERIAURIW (alAIBGM
2001 H06mM)aM). VAEUHIUTIWVITE @RYB)HUB BRYBBaHIBDO|S)IM). BOEOI
& loH@IEN0 D @RUT] &SAN)QIOEMo.
12.40-0 (a10BNMI 00 aflGlem). 12.45-M D2)(I0GMOM OGO
G099 HAVAZA 210q]ellad MSEDIL. 01.05-0) BHUEMABIMY0 Al VVAEBTIM)
200 afldleom). S 2.20-0) AVEIASMo Al)NIOO0E]a]).

2.20 p.m.: SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR CATECHISM

9210320 @RElAIMY ablelléa o 208 MEMaNIEMIMS @O)ECAMIWHS (A I0dGN
MEWINS @RYOoEla)). QllUIDMVAIGIUIRIME MVEBWIOS BRSITLOOMALISH:AN aBQONo
(aIWOMBa g BD®IAN@OEMM) all®0al al0aom). 2.33-03 HAV(HZO! NIa0). aNO.
oM B060M3100)BS1@3 GleajodS @RAIMGIaflaf). 2.43-07 ag)o.aVl.aVl.ag)@3
OIV(@FO] NIa0). and. NI HMS)0aNOMD) BYSIHBIOS MVCLISMHW)HS OlGa 0B
@RQIMGlafla)). 2.48-0 sharing m)seasl.

WaNICMIM @B (H16AVIQYo : AlAWEBBIY HAICHNAUB BOMNHHUD

amvamiflaflajyd)es?

c®INAU MIB MY0IGRIAV: MOMOS TVENBIVEN U3 aloMo NDOAUAIW]

ag)S)HO6Mo.

62200410 MIAQ WUNIGINICWINT: HOAUIGTBHBH B)S}M T DS EUE OBI®]

MO@3 TVENBIVHN)UD (UoRL1HHIM TuowWlenyaslal.

and. G203 OMEMEIWEI: MAOS TVEINBIVENSIN IRV aGd:1d:Cle60m

qowlegleal? 380G0 O)al®Dlelo AY@ITM®AOW (HAlHh06Mo H06M)aM).

aildeavad” @@ aIELIdAN: 11, 12 HOTVBHSIOL! a )V HEBBUS H*h)S1d>U3H6)

(DWa0lBHIM (AIVOTVZBBAUWIEM. TVENBATVEN)U BRRELYVAIBAHE H(SVIMou)

@RYQUUDY D6,

GReOHMI MG MIGAMMIIAT: D@MIRLIOaldH0}OS CaNIBCA UM @G

esVIMlod) NDOAUROVIDOMM af)S)eEnemMo.

DaldVoaNI00

2.57-0) @pElAIBY adleileaoad 208 MBEMandEmMIay @10}eam] 9aloa0d00
msowl. i@l eemienilud guawlaileadio agyo.enil.s.al.@eswio ®1ae ave
DIV flenod al@l. TV)INa0EROTS @RYA0IIMo A2 IPGISIENE. V@ M@BH)IN @lo
@OM@IEM 6nil.6Nnil.ag)M. OaleOUIIHN)MD ag)NEM @R UDAAMIGIWIAM @RO]
W fii88®. snilnil.ag)md. Ms@m)IM qLAWARe MuoelEBRs)o AlElIMEEBSIB:WOG3
enil.enil. ag) MVIOMG a0 M AV a00W] 2EMBIGH};M 1T AU ® 2OV B0)
methodology @It @00emm) &0)@ea]s)aN). AMORLIOAIBAHE aldluoleImo
M@HEMOAMD@ NDOAUDOV] H0eMIAN). MVEMBMVH9)S1OM aBdh 1 06Mo
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21001600 QM @O 6M. MEa|09)88 (5216 06M@BUWEHH aVIIN ad EBOTY
@0 1BH0DYENE. ag)o.MVl.aVl.ag)@3. RoUIIWOW] MSENMMITI @REIM®BMo.

3.00 p.m.: SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR THEOLOGY AND
PUBLICATION

OIV(HZO! NIa0). aNd. §aIolWIM EHIFVIM @ICWIBH £ laua 0lGajods
@M Glafla)). 3.10-a) sharing @)seansl.
and. 213l mgmm: A group of theologians of our Church can be formed.
al. @RYA(3 ag)aV.0ag).aVl. : CVBWIOS (alGNIWMEBSB)o 210Gl [0N00)OS
aldlaflenensgio Maes ClewosEHVIG DUBe|SIOMING MEIMIE).
af1eflGapav @338 AVEMaNICMIAT: £0210HOHMY HOTBADMEN U3 MAVOS
MERWIM3 (l0CWIWIBHRIBHIM TVOW]He))ERO?
and. COMIAAV 300N BHS103: MIMeOS MICWISHEIWOS TVORIAUIME:UB
@RYCNIBTVRVH (lCWIRM(aIBRIW] ®IGONEMI6M.
avl. mal® ag)av.eag).avl.: A thinking group can be encouraged. memes
MEWOS MlewogElw)o BAUMEBS)o (aIMUIRLTE:@lem6mMo.
DaldoaNI0o

3.15-0) @PEIAIMBY af(6Nia00o 203 W)ENEOM @10)EAM] DalTon0dd0 MSTIN.
®MAIMI0)H%U3 Mel ATV MSOB]. ag)MNOG3 MEMOS AlBISIOMo af)sBBOM
WOXlo)aM)? B)@laldano HAVAIMIGILHNI@ @M. allMBHMO0)0 HOAUGIE:0)0
@)S] OHOIT3 DONVIA00 BH06M1HHEMo. MANHOS maﬁ@csoes)oamﬁaﬁ Glalo-Ho U6
A IGIWIDIE3 Galdd:emMo. MIMICDIHEHO0IAN0 (AIWIMHa]SE®OAD.

3.17 p.m.: SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR PUBLICATION & HISTORY DESK

@pElQIBY oM’ 208 @DVl @E)EaM] @RYRYRINOW] MVoaVIG]ay).
fNIn0). and. HRWVIoMV al)@aloMilad &.6ag).aVl. Gl6a]ods @RAI®MGlafla)). 3.25
-M 2182 ®™)sedB).
W)an26MIM3 MIA (leavaquo: We have to accept and recognise our writers.
It is an encouragement for them.
c®IRaV MOQ &J0IGRIAV: MAOS allMILHMODOS, (AIGMIdsla] &orlo
9210MAUOOS (aITVoWEBBUD, af) LIV U3, MSEAEIVA GlEEHIRW HaIT®)
QAT HO}MNG MLIOETD.
@ICMILNBNIENINII: OlGajodg Mo. 17-T3 alOWIAN &0 NDOAURIV]
#0ememo. Documentation is very important. We have to keep the original
documents seriously. aqV}MaOERIMS DWHNIOY0 HMATHODM 2NODEINAIS)
MM @OW (I ®00ilenan).
G220aH10 MIB WUNIAMICWIAV: MIMES MSAUBGHSITI GO )ODEMYaUD
QISOO alBl®IaldO@IEM. SIS TLNOAIMOOMa|FlEWO MMBile:0C12060q
Flewo alel Msalsdgleno Glesnddal @:osmyanlel.
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and. Alanl: GWOIBJ}OACMaUM 2008 WIMVSH@3 TV)B:H] H6)) M@
WOk
DaldoaNIO0

@pElQIBY oM M03 WMEMMIWMS @IE)EAM] Dalon000ROW] 0)dsS1w3
alO6Om 500468103 @2 1aUM (VRU1EH)M®OWIG1E0)0aa @ROIW ).

3.32 p.m.: SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR PASTORAL CARE OF THE
FAITHFUL OUTSIDE INDIA

OIV(H SO0l nla0). and. qVE] MHe 5 26p1el00d GPEOAIODICS, 621032003
@REIIBY cMoam 20d @Deavsniwm’ @leyeam] Outside India-oleel qvew)os
80) 21010 afllaieemo M1, ©).af)aMV.ah). D@3 14 aI8S1®HU3, BHOMWIVIM®I 2
o881 50, ©).05. @13 8 HmyemIglsud, RAaMIVIGE 5 Hoay)emlgl,
auilgavdeldl@d 1, s0m(SloI@ 1, HagdaliBwl@d 1, 8oreselwolad
0)alld®06mo MSENIMM). NWBal (aleBUWEBSIM3 ales A100)0 TuNEAIEE 8103
OaIVAR0)H03 @RVIAIEYM). 3.35: sharing @)seaB.
c®oaa¥ M3 yoleeroay : Are the Malankarites of Outside India really
interested in our liturgy?
20)alS1oW] MM 208 @MEIVENIWIMS all®oal al06om), G$levm B0)
@EINOTS6) 0ClHs MANOS BHOOIEBUE MTB008 TVOWlaflel. af)anOmd
DGa|09)88 ®eIn)0Wer Mel leIVIG MmeMes w)(UWd)ad LIElHe)aM).
GRO®IMIG3 @oaId interested @yem. MLEMRIVH9)UB, af)o.MVL.OOALAg)o.
osesloal aigeo mel ololvlod mseeymm,.
GOV M@ @PCIMIGMICWINV: Boavesellodlene myavlanaleno
MID)OS 3)FOVAHU 6NILIN|S}OMOM (DA MSHNAN). BOGALNSH
BBOMMOBIGMIMYo and. AVIANM &)BOMHEO05 BOTVESLlwovipel
@RI @IMI0)aIMWIG3 MIalmmMmowlg)ens.

3.40 p.m.: SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR ECUMENISM & DIALOGUE

0210320M @RE1AIMBY ¢®oam 208 &)oleelnm ®0)eaml @R INIW]

TMUoMLO@la)). 3.42-M OAV(BFO] NIan). and. AUBNIM AOCWIBHMOD OlGajods

@eaI®dlajla)). 3.47 sharing m)sesnsl.
and. HRWLAT al)®)alomil@d: al)NOO0HIHCMFIOSS OGN0 MIaN)
GaldG®I af)aN COIAN@ QNE. af)»})OMITVOBIOM EalGl@d af)eldo
o@IWIHEMAN WOEEM QAIBABAMN) AUOYAMIGA af)M)o TMVoUdW1He)aMm).
G220aHI0 MOQ WMUNIOMICWINY: BIBTMEAIBMY TVBWIMD (A IC® dsa]
nilata N000)0 HOAUEIH0)0 MEMES AUBA V8 MOLialdyo »HeMlee)anlal.
af)aMo@3 AlvoIoM1B:SIE3 MEGEROS @OLIAIDL0 HIEMAM)ENE. BOBBTEUIBI
-WIEHNIMINY 0lRONE@BE)HS MElalds)H:0d alelle 9ma] (scandal) @y
M1@3HM).
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WaNIEMIM MIB (BH1GAVIYV0: af)HORMIBHEB (alQIGODMEBBSILNeS
MaMes aLOaMIELYo AYPBBAIBHY MTBIAN@ MO @POIW)A MBS
@RAITVOAEN. @RAIOYAOWBS MVAOBHOMOVILNOS al)NOO DD VONEBBUD
MSOM0. @RMSEIM(AlOB®NM mel @1 @3 MsEmIM (woailendo.
3ICOILIBNIEMNINNI: 09 TVBHEBIS)BH MANYHS ENIMWO (A IWIME [SEIE.
@PAIO)M0W] NITWH|SIMBS GRAITVOEBSIENOS @RAIOO MEXlGAID B6)
@Y B aH] B9 6Mo. §aloM)AUIW] al)EGEIN®] DENBIG:)0. HOBAIOEROAT
(AUBEMIHN)0. MO DUBHBHOBBIAN AGMOERIAI0 AUBRV1A]) QAUOIAMNE.
G20Mafl MG CMIDAV: O)alMHSOLl & TeUMHSIA0WV] NITWHS
) $1OAMEOD@ (A IQIGDDMEBBUB VOB RIBH0.
DaldoaNI0o

3.57-M @REIQIMBY 208 &)016RIMS MI}EAM] DalTMonno0o Msoml. We have to
reach out to the non-catholics then only we can attain the goal. avycl@oml
aldOMIOLOMIM)o BLIB:O AldOMUDLEBBUIHH)0 MI0 (AldWIM{o MTBB:6Mo. alBl(@
womy (@ om1ed doctorate 98s8aId Q8O0 &)0al. e»osweom SEERI
af) B3 )02MINEIN MeLI0o) EaIElwoe.

4.00 p.m.: SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR CLERGY

0210300M@ @claimy OludwIay 203 Blarmomilcom GR:?)aIndW]
MLoLO@]2)). HAV(EFA] NIn0). aNI. GRS MENEIVGD 016|083 @EAIMGA flaj).
eeQMg 4.07-0) sharing ®)sessl.
G®IMaV M3 @RCIMNIMMICWINT: Gleajodsl@d clergywyes spiritual &
disciplinary formation and life ©:00500@ a1000@0dla)) @06yl
G220aH10 M3 MUNIAMICWIAT: 01SVA ©21QMM HOAIGIBO)OS B0 YOG
@)S)M@3 (VoRL GAlEMo.
@03 enidementoa: Retreat of the priests, Lent and Fasting etc e#eoa1dle:0)6s
210OODIGE (alWIMea|3AUWIR:EMo.
C®INMV)g] ail.2l.: Hoeio0ilo eaenailglens cmdls)an 6eaIdle:e0
@Oo6M AT @RYAIUD 0.
G20aVaf) 203 C®INAV: H60IG1®A af)eloaiden)o refresher course m@ddemo.
G®IAAV MIAB 3)016EAT: ©6QIGlHAE GROIROWHO MILIN.|S)OmeMo. parish
administration-©3 @REINIWAHS ©2lMAIW MUNIMo MD@IBHEMo.

DaldoaNI00

e0alalg 4.177-M @RElamy OIudnIm 208 cAlaamomileomd @loyecaml
9alM0oa0000 MSOM]. 2)HSIT3 206D HO0EBRSIORILI00 MEIMQo MSOMIM
S 1aHMB AU al0l(WElEN M@ af)am) alO6omm).

4.20 p.m. SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS

OV O] 6Nlao). aNd. GOV MVERIAT 8.60)).MVl. Oleajodg TVaBafla)). 4.25-0)
sharing @)seas).
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and. udwlav mgam: It seems that there is a gap between religious priests
and diocesan priests.

DaldoaNIO0

29 (nI®1d06mMeBU B3aM)o omzowlal @rElamy KBNS mod Adlaimmoayl
GWOMY DalMoaNO@OW] TVMOTL §HAIGIG:O}0 MSAS: §eAIG]E:0)0 OA3ROW]
GaldH)MEQIMo AR (A IWBMHROIN}0 MOLIIN}0 alOGIIm).

4.27 p.m.: SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR VOCATION

OaV(HFO! 6NIa0). aNd. GRIMal ahAUCMP@OVI@ Gleajods @PAI®Glafla)).
4.32-0) sharing @)sesBl.
CMIDAVM)S] all.2].: ©6301al8] GaI0Eroa0MROW Laucsrssﬁcnﬂe)ag QO®9adl
@896 ailglafy)5] @eaIO0 GREIMMEIH)ING MLIMOE). MANHS AVH)S)
03 Al eesalailg] cswomomhﬁmom;m@oaﬁ.
G220aH10 M3 MUNIOMICWINT: H6AUGIHE HOBAIANSIHW GaldENIaSla]l
BN HW)o GOOUd GROWM @ERYWIGIHN)BHWIo BASMo. Glald-0eLlanlm
(l0WOMYo M@BH1WICE! ©OBAUAIS]HHU3 D6NEID:).
c®oaa¥ M3 B)oleeldav: create an atmosphere for vocation in our parishes.
alleo)enlo® alglio MadqjMRIAN® OO a|Gl)MBS @PAIGENIOWO
RMEBBUBH6)6NB00IEMo. TLEENBIVHNUE @RELYIAIBAE, HeIRlE:A, preachers
BOHD MHNIOIHOMa]Fl MVoTVOBIHHEMo.

9alM0aNID0

4.37-0 @pElaimy NIBWInS 208 FAlaImMOmle@IM 9alMoand020W] HecaIAil
Slo® ¢(a100N0a0la{lendmd MEMHS RMO@D® Mo GENIOW Y D) BB AUOIHHEMORAT)
alO6101).

5.00 p.m. SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR THE LAITY

02132008 GREIAIMY GEROAHI0 B0@ UNIAMICVWOTD BRI IRV GREINIVO)HS
ol MVRWV)AS HB:S)aleMIWVIT3 AUSOO AULHDINEMAAD lO6Om). MNENHS TVEVIEOS
@RYOoROMIEN0 ®)SBMS88 Q8B Ve @PLIN0WA ALl ald; Aladlajlg)ens.
99QIB1g 5.02-M HAV(F0] B(aldan. COIAMV )G alMaflén@d 0leajods
@RAIMGlafla)). 5.12-0 sharing @)seasl.
G220aVaf MIB CMINAV: ERLINOWAHH)CAUMEIW)BS (A IAUBCIMHMEBBBIOS B0)
a3 1B06Mo DENBOB6Mo. AUMINBUBBS TVBWIGE (AIOWIMYo MT@IBHEMo.
and. 622003 MMEIVWO : af)o.MVl.ag). nl)0}aHMOBEN)0 M@ 1BUBEN)0EAMNE]
OBBOMECEI? af)o.0VL.ag). @S (A IAUBEMOI@ M@ 1-a)0)eH cAUS@IGIAI
GQIGEMO?
c®oaa¥ M3 WMEIVMIIW)AV: @RLINOWABHH)CAIMNE] (alEMYd TVoOREBBUI
MVEWIT3 D6ENBIE:6Mo.
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agjeNiando O3 WLNEWIaV: MVRWIM &inHlend0)o ®I0EBUENI0)0
20(®2L], af)2JoAIBOW)o ElaldENIala{leeemo. Al L QU0 BUBH6) (AIOWIM Y0
M@3H] @RAIOYOS (aIAIBOMMo TVRWEE) M@ TI)SOB0.

aLoMGAIG3 MIAQ Hagieomlcaaay: formation of mission trust, mel intention-
GMOS)d)S1WOVBIEeEMo @R VOEICHENBD).

D ICMILININHIMINNII: Lsgggoeauﬁ MRW)OS MIVMMeMMDIG3 @RWdlensemo
(AIQIB O] GHHENR D).

9alM0aNI00

522 M @REIQIMBY GROaUID MO MUNOIABHIEWOIM DalTonNI0ROW] @RMIMOIS)
®000® 6RILNHIO0 M0 aldlemlenemeam avyailafla)). AI@IT®
®al0n0aHM 988 GRLIN0VOIHNS MVEIASMEIBUY ANlSBNH6Mo. RO MVOALISMHE)
(IOWOM Yo M@IBH6Mo.

5.25 p.m. SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR YOUTH

92100000 @pElaisy allideauad’ 208 alMeea’ @10)eaml @RY?)eIN0W]
TMoLO@la)). OAV(B:SO] fNIa). aNd. EMIAMT HQYILISH@ Oleajods QIWay).
e0alss1g 5.35-) sharing m)sess).
®}an2EMOM @B (Hleavoquo: el OIMIWI@ of)o. M. OO AL agf)o.
(aIQUIB@DNED)IM). B0) HHJ0QT HOMIMND MVOMUIAH]BH20W)o AflB10BLOTV
al020W)o QWA MIAIANEOMIEN88 MIMES MVRUINAI WINIRMEBBU3
@WlHo af)o.MVl.OeALag)o.~@8 HMIATILIOHWAN@®IM).
c®InaVd)S] all.2Z).: GROVIV®EIOHEN8S ASABa] af)o.aVl.OOALAJ).LNOS
af) (@20 VW}QAURMEBBUWBHS LIEEH)MIOAUIM® Qilelv]o)comenz@mosm).
a0, endlan): graduation, post-gradutation ®elEBESleNss ®)QIRMERHS
)51 af)o.M.0eAl.af)o-03 2UBHa|S}EM®IT (VRLISNEMo. DEa|oud
©21010@O0) VVMAIMED BIEMIANBS).
CMINAV MIB @RCANIIMICWIAV: W)AURMEBBUD (HITV®) @RM)EQICTHIGI
QI8SAMM) QloeMo.
qIMEaIGd MG Hag)COMICWIAV: AVENBAVHN)U 11, 12 HOIAV)HHUD
ald  0HOM agf)o.MVl.OeAlag)o. BROVEEBOHSB GaldOrVIasla{léeemo. alolanomd
2l1s)89 @ queMEBMien 13 2lmlao al0lajord A@eWaD 2llamles)anald ons.
&30MIrS AlBIS(S] ag)o.Vl.OOALAG)0. BOHQYS)HHEMo.
c2a0mi MA@ MIGMMIIAY: CBHO8OMIG3 WEMRIW] (alaidomlajaid ETRI
-3 MCYM 0s@l@ow]l msomeaq|syanyens.
avl. Mal® afaV.0af).aVl: of)o.MV.0eALafo. (aIIBOMHAHE aldTVald
fNIa0)AOMAN0 Glald@Ia0d MO0 QMBI 6Mo. @RYEVI W § & 02 LI
DOENO6BUE BF1QIBHEMo.
C™MIAMV M3 ®MVEAVMIIV)AV: ©W).af)TV.af). QT3 W)AURMEBBUBHSISWIG3
Glal0-96LIn0 M)QIOAMY WSROV AIE)aN). MILRo @RMNC ?*)Sle:08 OB
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A BMUG]BHS)NE. af)o.aV1.OOALag)o. DONVOBBUS &)EO QIGHUEBSIGRIHE
MR HNAMN@ MEIGIE.

9alM0aNID0

5.45-M @PElQIBY al@eTvad” 208 alVEea @I0)EAM] Yaloadd00 MSOD.
WAURMEBBB)HS @PHOVTV AEIMQo (AIWIMHAISE@OM. MV)ANGUOAUTV LICAINO
95090 (aIUBOWENM® @RELIWEOW] AIBEOM TLanoWlea)o. Passion for
Jesus and Passion for the poor agan BdvoMo W)AURMEBOHS MEIAIEIEH]
O®1BH9Y0. af)o.MV].OOALaf)o. (UGG MEBUY - aBQo BoWWIWIHBI6NS)
CGald®HIMM WVOHSAB aNd. CMIDM HQoeidesella) allmoal mamlw)o
@REIMMmMAalo @ROIWI ).

5.48 p.m. SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR FAMILY

©210320M @PEIAIMBY ©W)Ea00EMIM3 208 (H1EMVITVo @I)EaM] @RYRE 1AW
@)SJ06NIERU3 MVRWIHS @RSITLAIM ALISH:RINEMAN)o TVRWIGE AIAIW (I0WIMYo
OB0S)BHNBM)ROW CLISHA06M) &)S)o6NIOAMN0 (AIT@OAfla)). 5.50-03 HAV(EHSO
NIa0). aNO. 210GHHI MSAWIGE 016|035 @RAIMGla{la)). 5.55-0) sharing m)sessl.
GV MIA3 3)01GLIAT: MVEWVIGE afQo &S} (VELICHRENE @EIAd6M)
@)S)o6Nlo. B)S)06NIBBSINLI (alWWMEBBUWB aldlad@lE9OM all®OLOM@On)o
06aIdldh0)o MSOHalSEMo. 1NIBa0ld: allWmMEBBUE 6B &0 M10]1HH03
(vorUlenemMo.
aVl. MA@ ag)aV.0ag).avl.: AllAI0a0GUAH MAIBMUGIGHOS (UORLIHNOME MD)H6)
ooailwomailel.
¢220a110 M08 munoomlcwoav: Marriage Annulment @®q0)d BB
HDEMAVICRISMUIOG CIrLaIMo LIRIAOHHEMO.
3ICMILINBHININAI: AllQINa0CR02IMALI &)SIMIOTINL! (nIWOMEBBSIOS
al@1a000o. aldMialdo AMAVILINBHIM)o HHUAIEHOIMo TVEMaslendm)o
BMI®IHOS8 MVa00 D BOeMo. MV (D1HOS MVoGENIO WM 6 alQ)aN
20M §20015001@1ee6Mo. AlAIAOEMI) @mq\ﬁ, £210)B9M af)anT al36B33U3
DalBOUWIEHDYD). AUW), AUOM ag)MOWVIGBIENEMo AIOCVWNBD. V(@ 1B>U3HB6)
LoLISM SBT3 LnJmﬂ(wog” auNIMo M@3H6Mo.
@93 3lIANIAVICINT: H)S)oMIEBSHLI BBYaloMo, AWHHN AT, al)ateNo
nal mejmosnemo. Sex education &)glé0elo @)@ MGH 6Mo.
2T WOS DalEWIWo BAIMEBSITI @RYGOIW Y B>0RIWIBIBH6Mo.
. @33 af)aVv.0a.aul: NIV milglavemailom  aldlosulensmo.
aew aasloanoe @O amloale MLNIAIlENINE DSAIGEUE @QIOIMHEMo.
G20aVa MIQ CMINAV: oFBHTLNO}OSWI0 AMWAIB:BIHSWI0 TVOOBHUEMO
90a ) QI0}Om6EMo.
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cmInay @3 @eamIamlcwaay: mmses 0y Matrymony website
®)SE@B)AN®  MEI®OeMM) @REI(aI0Wea]g). allalna0EadalMo aflavaoo
caidaildleselel, valid @rol allanacoe msaniglal agam)aialyoa lea)e@oen).

9alM0aNI00

06.05-0) LAVAIMANBNBSIG8 @PEIAUMY 2@ (H1ETVOTYo @OYECAM] a0,
MoMes MEWIGE Allwald:yud WIEISMENE. AlMMo@ISWIGE 60) @1glowlad 400
QAlwaIHUWB ag)ol.

06.08 p.m.: SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR HEALTH SERVICE

OaV(B50] enlao). M. eflall c®oamS Wl.ago. Gleajods @RAU®Glajla)). 06.17-0

sharing msam).
G20aH10 M3 wundomlcwoav: Prevention is better than Cure. coomo
AUEI®10189) M @IMB8 2)WBH 0L HOBa|g] GOB)HOS GNIOWA
elee olansmo.
cmINaVB)S] all.2dl.: coRyomlend mloaammadlapss ethical norms mayes
UL B1BHOMOB) BRO?
@0CMILilB9HIMINAII: Homlaumd momes health service-ad dluwooesniowano
208QYMIBE3W0AI0 M@ 6EMo. aldAUO|SAUOD af)d®Eld0 Qllw w1 ©s
Va0V 1EH0M MLOWIBNORAT) @RYOIWEMo.
and. c2oam omaeElwam: omlaum momyes Health Institutions em
WM EHOM  TLOWEH)ERO? DLIB:O DEOUBHBY af)OINBILN0 (AIBDMYd
@MB)LIL0 MAMOS Ga0dTVallQen&HSIG3 IR MIBN)EDO?
cmonmd @mod &)oleeroav: Hospitals & Medical Colleges aieNw
enebyeoem. mames Medical College aiflwow] @100 alomo@mIm)o
2{l&1Ore9)200 3 @MHOSl 0)aloW)es qummmio meislwlgiens. Hospital
field e aErEEoM@MN). Mam)es coowle:es8 mamesmean Hospital-@3
ailsom (vorvleneMo.
and. a3V agam: momes hospitals, CBCI @yps a0dwnmldeiuoemnud
LI AlHaMN@ MLIDOETD.

DaldoaNIOo

06.28-0), @PEIQIMBY W)EaO0EMOM 2@ (H1EIVOARo @I0YEAM] DalTMoa0Blaf).
Draft, Synod «10laj@lm)cwoatto Ml@azodo. au@gol Sr Lilly Thomas-aj
mBledajla)).

6.30 p.m. SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR SEMINARY FORMATION

IV GO, NIa0). aN). GRIEM OB )@)NEIGS GlGa]ods @RAIMGlafla)). 6.38-0)
2102 ©@)S63B1.
c®onaV)s] ail.22).: Language skill of the Seminarians must be improved.
Like the Spiritual Father a Spiritual Mother is needed to the Seminarians.
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and. G2 MMEIWED: OleaodsIad alosmlclenyan seminaries lack
effcient and qualified Spiritual directors agyam (atS®oQIM V0GIWOEEMO?
V0@1WIHEMESIB3 NDOAURIVIEMHAD 2 ilaTilsneMo.

and. @RAeM] HosOMg: Priestly formation qmuew)os aggane alellw
2OMOANEI®IA0M). GGG @001 PNBIHIM aldslal. eeadle: all3yodidl
HB)OS ODMDMIV BHFIAN BB B0MBOM aldluleiMo MEIBGIIND B)S)MC3
MmMOIGlen)o.

G201 M@ WUNIGMICWIAT: Ml ALIBdAIN)EIMANe &HFlANHS)MSS
00aIGld> il30BLO1BU8 B)0QI0W] B:06MYIM). DT DHANOHDOD )S0MIBBRBIOS
(WMo @OANWIEM. MEI )S}oenIEBSIGBMICIN Mel »)515He8 &S).
Formators’ formation is also very important.

czaomi 03 eudemeauoay : eeoadle aleiodn]l & mom)es
@RELIVMWIG3 AUISGIN)AUIO6Mo. MAMHS aldOMUOLEBBU3- (aI0G@NM, WId0Mo,
GMOMI 2)MELINVWAUDSE (loWIMYo MEiB:6eMo.

DaldoaNI00

6.48-0) af(6NIan00 203 ©)LEIMS WIIEAM] MVAAINAOW] MVoMVOG]a]). DLISO
MVRWE 6aldo®IoW] 80) OTVAIMIC] aldludlelm alrLb@] ©eMRIWVIdlessMo. MAl
060I6le:366 @PAIOY)HS RIN®EDIGE MOtivation &)o@V &:06mM)am). MEl
06URB00WClENORM HOMIVWAIB Galoelo AUIGIIMADIM QNECWD OIS
aenE. MVGlIWOM] AIOMEBIM MLITVORLI® PMBOWIGlo @ KGEIHE AllmEW)
dAlemanlel. oaualmod] aldlwleimeemalgdl MMl Kool allaslesemo.

6.52 p.m. SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR EDUCATION

OV O], CG®IAMIB)G] O.all. 01¢ajod5 @PAIMGlafla)). 7.05-0) 21@2] @)S6aHE.
cz2a06mi m03 midsmenioav: Academic excellence moesoajo mames ailzyo
B0V MNOaIMEBSIG3 EROLIVWMLIGIM)o (aldWIMo MTE:6Mo. AWM
@Ay ®IMMB2V1WIHSs qunialmeBsloeicalopel fundamental @rsoo®
momes identity keep ©aiqomd emoseemo.
alm@aavad” mad arveenav: Civil Service m)yo higher education-myo momes
MO0aIMEEBEIE3 MVOa0aldlo BO}EN6Mo. ME! All3oROMEBIMOWBS
awareness-go motivation-mjo Me2)OS ERYB)BUBAHE) MDIBH6Mo.

DaldoaNI00

7.12-0 GROMVal 2038 G®OAM @I}EAMI] MVAAIMAOW] MVoMVOdla)). Al3}0EL0
MEDIENOS MVAINEUAHAUMEHOMAN0 al)NONOEB: A0 @RYVI)IM) HOBAIBOAVM
208 @DDANMICWINHM BAUWMo. GRO aNLIAEMIW)GHV)0 O2IT®). MA)HE6)
@)sdaMyo allB®)S0}AIMBB MOl ald® MOMWOE. HAV(HZO! ag)am
M]3 &00L68BU3 BoWWOW] 621QMN EMIRMVE)SIMVICIM allmoal maslw)o
@REIMMBMAalo @oda{lal).
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7.15 p.m. SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR SOCIALAPOSTOLATE & DALIT
CHRISTIANS

IV O], NIa0). and. ABWIMS BQaM Oleajods @RAIMGlaflay). 7.22-0) 2I@a)
) s68i].
GMIDAV MIQ B)01GLINAT: TVRWYHS af)Bld GaVIHYGS WOTKS 9o D &0l
aHMIT3 DUBO|SIEmEMO.
CMINAV MIQ @PCANIIMICVIAV : BSIM (BIMV@IOMIBHB)OS B003 O3
@)S)O@3 (VORL @RYOIUDIMOWVIBIBNAN).
DaldoaNI00

7.25-0 921038000 GROaUID 208 MUNICMIEYIM @IO}EAM] Daloadd®0
msoml. MeMeS a3l all®MOEOmMIB EITVOaHE3 WOTks Mo al0aIea]|5010)0S
M @66)20W (al@@ M)}, Option for the poor memes eavoay@d works ©ag
LIBOQIAVEM. MANHS NIVANDIOYEAMIWo 0I5B0 BSIOABHH)0GAINE]
(1RO MG DENEBMIEM. MVAAOECTNIS)BB MANYOS (A IDIENIRLEOWIEM
MAMOS EINVOaUY3 TVAATINIOHAZ @RSINNOMo. D HATHHF H006BBU3 UBHO
OQRO®ICOMINS MLl ATDIWITY OBHIENE)EaldBH)MM HAV(B O] fMla0). and.
B 2Qamee allmoal mmlw)e @REIMMBMAne @ROIW]a)).

7.27 p.m. SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR COMMUNICATION MEDIA AND
PUBLIC RELATIONS

OIV(B50] aldan. af)ENin0do GERIMVaN 016|085 @RAIMGla{la)). 7.35-M sharing
) s68i].
6220019 M3 WUNIOMIGWIAV: ATUWIWO H0210H0B WOVIBo MEI HIOYEEBUD
9a10®). MEDUB ©21QYAN MLl &I03683U8 2IAIWOWVIE3 aleeMo.
C®IMaY M3 @REIMIIMICWIAT: MEL)HS TVEROHW|FIWIBS @MW
006308 alwlwowlenns GROIVIMSS8 MoallWoMo DEMBIE:)aAN®)
MEIMOEM. MEREOS TVBWOS HAINIHOIVY NILIN|S}AMOB DD &HoTlaU)
&$loemo. 60) catholicos.com 2eMRoG)M®)0 MEaImEel?
c2a9mi M3 mIBaMIdAV : A1WIWOWHS oM MMBS B0) aldluolelimo
@R)QUUD Y RO6).

9alM0aNI00

7.42-0 G@REIQIMBY MVOMEAUG3 208 HafBOMIGVIM ®IEYEAM] OalTVoadd®o
msoml. aluwlwowes ecaaleidled mmlwle memosmo. Arts & Literature,
Culture 0 ®01:16@ o IGIWIVIG QAIOYEDOAM @M. TVEIAIOMEBU3,
eaLAIMI0)&U3, MAIW)OS (alaVleL1e:06mo ATl A1l MSTMIQIM@6M.
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GENERAL CONCLUSION

7.45-0 @@3EIQAIMBY £06®oelenmioaln @lo)eaml Ml (aldSlajla],
VA0l AVEMBUWo MEIHsl. aWlnwlen (216 06meaBud ag)eloo oWl
9210 O®IM)o MMOHE® 016a]od5lo¢) HIVAUMIY GoWWIV] GROWEO]
0 210®@IMo @REIQIBY CMIAMS B0@ @REINMICVIMY afllmoaila) @emyElalnsy
HOemOLilenoemIoald @elmmmane mmBlwlo @O1W0la)). af)eld &onTauad
IV 501203BHH)0 N10QI0 MMB] AlOEOD). TVERWEN)EAUNE] HAV(EH 012036 219)aMN
GILAIMEBBUWBSE ©OBA (al®lafLlo MEIGHOFHVWAT @YUDoMVla]).

MAES TVE S:0eI0leM Halenailgle:es cmalg eI EOmMElWIGleea).
OGN TVCLINGRIWV (alAUIGAMMo @RYQICDYAIE).

Me2)eS (alUBCMMEBUBHS @RORIY MVo@IaiMIW)o TVEINI a0
9630lo MEId)0. B30) HAATlarM)o HICMLNEHOFIT WMo MVOMICTIE: TVAOIWo
9:05) 8000 MoWlenoom quOI®1 oM M2)HE MEa]owl 98BO).
©2103@20MA0)0 HAV(BFOIR00)0 ERYEEID2la] MVOMICIG HO0L6EBU3 (&2le
B9 HWOEN §21YIND. HOBAIIGlAILINTIG af)eldo MSHM). Boailwileno
MSENODAN MDES HOBAUADITI (AI®0UTIE00. B2 TaHM)E:UBHE) @RYQUUD ROV
8302018 Moailwomo &0l sng@d (Ha1d@lenom (Uoalea)o. &ATaHM)H:
8)0S EHIAWIEMQO0® @REIAIMBY ORI 203 GREMIMICWOMD all®oa@0w
@RGLIA o] &:00468BU3 (N6 |S)OIN)d:.

7.53-0 QLEEABMO al0YQUTVOM]a)). (AIOBMOMUEN)0 BRAMOLEHIM)o
GUdaHO ag)2J00I0)o BSEaE].

Fr Thomas Sajeev Theckecharuvil OIC
Secretary Designate

11-03-2014

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios
Curia Bishop & Co-ordinator of the SCs.
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The Syro-Malankara Gulf Meet -POLIMA 2014

Brief Report

The First Malankara Gulf Meet — POLIMA 2014 (Pastorally Oriented
Lively Interaction of Malankarites, Arabia) was convened in Trivandrum on
15" and 16™ of July 2014 in Trivandrum. The first ever meet of 500 delegates
from Bahrain, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Muscat, Qatar and United
Arab Emirates (UAE) took place in the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary,
Nalanchira and Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum.

The Meet was officially inaugurated by Mr. Oommen Chandy,
Honourable Chief Minister of Kerala, in the presence of His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and other distinguished dignitaries including
Metropolitans of various Malankara Eparchies, Bishops of the Middle East,
Vicar Generals, Priests and Religious.

Sri. Ommen Chandy praised the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church for
its contributions to the society and the role of the pravasis in the building-up of
nation and development of Kerala. His Grace Archbishop Cyril Vasil, Secretary
of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, appreciated the efforts of the
Malankara Faithful towards preserving and fostering their tradition in the
various countries to which they migrate and work. His Excellency Bishop Paul
Hinder, Apostolic Vicar of Sothern Arabia and His Excellency Bishop Camillo
Ballin, Apostolic Vicar of Northern Arabia, emphasized the duty of the faithful
to witness the Gospel and fostering unity of the Church in difficult situations.
His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis in his presidential address appreciated
the endeavor of the faithful along with their priests for being loyal to their
tradition and liturgy and their efforts to inculcate this to their children. His
Grace Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos, Rev. Dr. Shaji Manikulam (Rector,
St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary) Rev. Fr. Mathew Punakulam (former Parish
Priest, St. May’s Church, Qatar) and Mr. Chacko Panicker (Returnee from
UAE) made felicitation addresses.

His Excellency Joseph Mar Thomas, Bishop of Bathery, addressed the
delegates of the Meet on the need of building up communities wherever there
are Malankara Faithful and the need of rooting our faithful in Catholic Faith
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and Malankara Tradition. There were presentations on the various communities
in the Gulf Region and cultural programmes also.

16™ July, the second day, began with Holy Qurbono in the St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Pattom in which His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis was the
main celebrant and bishops of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and priests
from the Gulf Region were co-celebrants.

Various sessions of the day took place in the Catholicate Centre, Pattom.
The session on the ‘Scope of NRI Investment’ lead by Mr P. H. Kurian IAS,
Principal Secretary, Industry, Govt. of Kerala, was informative and beneficial
for the participants of the Meet. His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis spent
two hours with the delegates and answered all the questions presented to His
Beatitude previously on issues regarding pastoral needs and practical matters
in the Gulf Countires. Two sessions for children were arranged in the
Samunnaya Centre, Pattom on Values and Career Options. These sessions were
lead by Mr. Varghese Paul and Team, ‘Call’, Chalakudy.

Mr. Biren Philip, Secretary of the Organizing Committee of the
Malankara Gulf Meet, proposed the vote of thanks at the end of the sessions.

The Meet ended with a procession from the Catholicate Centre to the
Tomb of Servant of God, Archbishop Mar Ivanios and Dhoopaprarthana lead
by His Beatitude.

Various committees worked under the guidance of Rev. Dr. John
Padipurackal, Coordinator, Malankara Catholic Church in the Gulf Region
(Kuwait), Rev. Fr. Mathew Kandathil (UAE), Rev. Fr. Cherian Manapurath
(Qatar), Rev. Fr. Antony Plamparampil (Muscat) and Rev. Dr John Makkapallil
for the success of the Malankara Gulf Meet.
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Pastoral Letters

06BAUGYWILIZo OEFMloaNIMMOWONG GRoOIBIGOMILI0
20180 MIAWINT &:eOMmIRIEe) MBRWINS
c220 eRdgjemilaai
62003 6230 snicmeilewIm’ &AslmWd Glalm’ @emeailenimpanlad (ilmzo
M236S ERWIGIEOMIME1SILIREs Ca0leisenIdenio
80D HMIBHNIEI2IBH60 NMIMIBLH0 alSHNI0EHT0
HODIPOIMODIMZ MMMMALeF AllRPMIGE8UBSHI0 UIYAT.

Prot. No. CPL 1/2014

IRk MVBYWS®M)o @RYRIIAILILEmAIM)0
MLOVLUATIE3 MVAMIMBBAMAOWY (MW HHBAUBTIM) M@

9N30RIIVM M3 MVAUIMICWINT ME}CAMIW)HS
SHNIOISO®INBW)0 @V® I @EPAINDINHSEBSINSW)o

@HICMIMID aldlcUdIWM

@REIAMY allmISHMmOGO, QUMY @&oao@«ﬁ@@mgooeo, OMIDMBAVBAO, 6NInO).
00UGHE0, HUDERIWDMICD, TVMIMIMEO, HAOMOAE (all@ allvonaile:es!

DRITHO TLVRWANS TVIOIEMRAVIo MIMOS e ailMOANRNIW HOBAIBITLM
203 DARMIEVOM GO)EAMIHW TVOBAUDIEB:IVEVIG3 Allud)ERLMOW (alaIydall
HOMD@IMBB BHIEMOMNSH MSalSIHUd MSAMAUGIBHWOEMELLD. BBOTVM®El S
alS1dh8)0S BOVROW] HHBAUMINT (MG TaHM)o GNIOBAUS B0al MBIVWOIW)o
2101(@HTeHM)o @RAIOYOS CRILINHDHUY al)BOM1HGl2))e30eNE1Glee)aMn). ™
((HOWOS BOVRAV] HHBEABITVHME DM @RAIWTINFSO B:)SIHBOBBIAM
algo &M@ 210 HO®IWEAIlDRI &mId @O  alGlEUOWIEHHEMEM)6NS.
MEHS BRGAIH( 1000 QIlUd)RLOYHS MIDH:O6MN MSaISIEUBHRIWIBS GOIAlOEAI
®10)MoCLITI@3MIIM)o @R@IM @RYAINDYROW @MIAIOB0 MAYB LIRYAIWVIg)eNS.
@RO®IMOO3, 2014 2N BOMVo 23-00 M1V, GB:BOP2l, HOBAUBITVM M0A
DDVAOMIEWOTS HA@IEOLITIMIWOS BHNIOISo MOBNINM)0 BV H: @RAI
wlatiseasud (mortal remains) &»06MOMId: al@lcuOWMWEs ANlCWVAOBHNMD)0
@MSBM @RE® HENIOITE al)MENVOMVENGBHNAN@IA6M. GREMAEIAIMVO Dafd:
Sleom 2 26l M@ HOBAIBITVO BDGIH GPAIUTIHISEBU af)Bl00IdHe)o
BOMIMMIMBS VD00 (HATHOIENIMMIM. D BO®IH @OQIUTlAHS
68BUBH6 @310)cUoatla] ag)I AllWMBS AleMEo GIO)TVE BDEa|0U8 M@H)avlel
oM@ ANlWIOMIBU (ale®ydho BOBTMIBIBHMO. Al)METVoMTLHOMANIMSS
U0)(UD}AUBDHUB 5 BEMIBY @RYDOEIBNANIEM. BRYVMIMIGI HOBAUBIIVM M0A
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DYAUIMICITY @o)amaVlend O®Is @AW FHSEBUW8 &06m)an @I
@R)DaOMBBQIG 2014 &R)6M 23-00 M1V @1EHBS 21 Dafd>Sle00 2 MM MNGI
5 26MIAIHOWBS TLAVAED algo HIVMW 21TV &OIWENGE of)CEMe)
aBAUGOWY0 MIEManaldlo BRSO,

@peanElairvo eoaileal 6.30-0 IS0 MVIOIVOM] &EOMILlend MLERIRLY
SUODG 216113 50BN BH@IOBNE3 BREIAIMBYal®OIBH@OB &enI@ al10q]eiled ail.
)B6nI0M @A [l @eM). All. $)BNIDMTHN)0 W)al(adBANMTHH)0 GUOnHo
@@IMOV] MleorlEneasldlee)an allduiwavortlo VMY (AIGIZEm 62100
BOCMOMId: alBlGUDOWM @RYDOEIBNIMMIEM. DD VAWM (AIGD I 6]
B9OS 110 CalOSEEBYIM (AI@IWIW] MVocLlo &6NIB a10a]eill@d (a1dd@OMm MSOmI
0B06ME1B1EN Mo,  @REIAIMYAlMOLHMIBBN)0 BHOBGMIMIB: AlBlEUIWMO
MoCLIOBIIM)0 BHMIBON|S TVEI A IDIVIWIBHUBHN)0 BO(DED H6eNIB 210q |eilwd
(aIGQIVDMo ©ENBOVIBIENHWBB) o) aBQICOV0 (AlEDM dho @ROIW]2]}HE0
88)0M).

e)e)emeom)emg MINBO6IN MNSalSIHBIHNS BBOTVMDEICLISo al)BOT WIS
®@3MVOENIMDLAOW  BGOIHUE af)(@WEAUNo @I0)MloaddMVMEMIT MVAAa]l
B9)QUOMB MLOW1HNODMN EHOM (aI®OUBIHHNIIN). D (MOABHOROW (al(H51WWMI
algh)GalO)aN af)LI0AIGEIS)o DEIH:O dVY0IWIM] &EAMILNEITVEV G633
&I OLEM® DD @RAITVOOMIGS NI @RCIWBn)aN).

®)SBM) QAIOYAM HOLIVSAT ©63AB0TVeR Rlal®alv)au] ©)S)® a3
@ROIW)QIOM)o BRMEBANGNAIOM)0 ABQI0)e (WRLIEOMo. MIQAIWIWOS)B>UBH6)
HHBAIBIAVHM ARLYTVLOG VB3 BRM)(Wa0o LIEla DIV TVOMHD2|SIOD LI B3
eIgle900)eME. @M 66BMoclMo AIBRU2)}AI0)IMMOAUMM@ MM  B)S)O @D
MUEIMOaHo MBIHY)AMN). HOBAUBINVHM ARLIMVNO VI BOORYMEBBUD MSHH)d»>
af)M@ MIAHOEMMSaISIHBINS (A IWIM ALISH:A6M. HHBGAIBITVHZ AERLYTVLN
@@ (10BMANB6)EMINUB HOBAI0 MISHAIS)AN) af)INGIHF ERSWOBAE GO
©®68BU3. 902 AlUDIOMVEOMIS)0, MVEMANBDNIS)0, (AIMIONEWISI0ENOS (AldB@A]
B9)BMIOPO6 BROR)MEBBUE MSHHNAN®). @YV MIMIGI TVRIDENUS aBQI0)o BGO
a0{BWEOMOS)o BGO AME 0S)o BMOS (al0B@MOIENEMo. HOBAIBIIVOHG ARLY
MOOVIG3 251000 (10@OEEEMo. B (aldH000 (aldAMOIHNM @IS HOBAl
@RAINYeS R1MOBIE3 DSHAIS)AMOQIM @MIBAUMSBIAIAG @R Allaido &HOCMO
OOMENVaHM BTG af)9)@] GROIWVHnRELI0.

208 @DARMICWOTT all®oailom HmId @060 FAlMA0W 2014 R)6M
@000 23-00 M1V ME2HS MERWVIGS (aI0BMNMIGIM20W] @R 2IGlEOEMHRAT
aBQICO)0 MM (AIC® o B3OBDH|SIOMAM).

9BAIBRIIVM 20A@ MDVANMICVWOTS M)EaMmIW)es allu)rUIW)eS aldlagal)o
TMEMa0OBNOG ODHDZDWY0 af)2l0 RMallNE@BUESH)0 BIDIHWOIBNANTIIM)o
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TMOBAU@IHTVRTWES Hrlo@OHAUW)o ALIE:O MVICIVOM] &EOMOLNEHITVEWH6)
(GO ®H00W)o 30) aflu)ELEM @ORLYTVLNe &S] LIEIENMTIMOWT M?)Bs)
®latiem 20 §e3AUMMMIWIVIG (a108C1EH00. GR@IMOIWV] ABAUICEW)o MO
@RYa0IOMo B2IYIaN). HOBGAI MO AVAYELAIV] BRM)(WaOlBHeS!

@V HOGAURIGINUIY alBlU0)ED BN IBHIAGIVCHNOMWW)0, @RAJTEC®OEI
M2R0ODIORW)0, Allutlatyd MANOS ll®OQN® 20BEOMILROYT00WOHSV)0,
VBRI RLOYOSW)o (A IDBDNM:BIG3 @OAN, @RYEAM.

ag@,
&0mO0ilad MleaEBg)ns allml®m u0)(Ud)aHl

. .l
o “Hroelwsa L]_':lmnm'.

H  em000m ¢mod enicavellcwray »ddlmaud glalas
2eIH:0 aVY0IWIM] HEOMOLIGHNI MVEWHS

23.05.2014 co2d @Rdajnilata]-e:060ellend sioaw.

2606800 amjd
alSo, O1E3AUMMAI3@0

m)demmmmo«» 610)63383)6)S aflmocal...

N.B.: @9 msweemimo @RS)OM)QI0)aN 6mOW0d$al MEN6S af)eld algsle:gleno, olaum G
Bglano, @YOOWMI (@RSl ail. &)3mMIoMABGRELY AOWIGHHENZ®O6M).
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop - Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,Priests,
Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 1/2014

Praise be to the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

Exhumation and Canonical Recognition of the Mortal Remains
of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

As we know, the Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios, the shining sun of the Malankara Church, our saintly father, is progressing.
The Eparchial inquiry of the Cause, that consists of the works of the Theological
Commission, the Board of Inquiry and the Historical Commission are getting
completed. As part of this, the mortal remains of the Servant of God are to be exhumed
from the tomb in the crypt of St Mary’s Cathedral Pattom and their canonical
recognition has to be done. On request, we have received from the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints in Rome the necessary permission for this. Hence, on Monday,
23 June 2014, the tomb of Mar Ivanios will be opened and the mortal remains will
be examined according to the norms of law. Thereafter, they will be reburied in the
same tomb. Arrangements will be made for all to view the mortal remains from 2
O’clock in the afternoon, on that day. You shall be aware that these mortal remains
are not venerated as relics now. You are lovingly informed that if you wish to see the
mortal remains, you have to reach St Mary’s Cathedral on Monday, 23 June 2014
between 2 and 5 pm.

On that day, in the morning at 6.30 am, the Father and Head of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church together with the Bishops of our Church, will celebrate
the Holy Qurbono at the tomb chapel. After the Holy Qurbono and the
dhupaprarthana, the expert team specially appointed for the exhumation and
canonical recognition of the mortal remains will begin their work after taking the
oath. A team of 110 specially invited representatives will spend the time in prayer in
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the tomb chapel. I inform you in advance, that only the Most Rev. Bishops, the team
of experts appointed for the canonical recognition and the group of ecclesial
representatives will have entry in the tomb chapel.

I hope that we will be able to complete the work of the Eparchial phase of the
cause as early as possible and we will be able to submit the documents to the Holy
See. On this occasion I express the gratitude of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
to all those who are committed to this tedious process.

In the coming years, all should strive to know and experience more profoundly
the sanctity of the Servant of God. More and more people testify that they receive
blessings through the intercession of the Servant of God. That it increases day by
day makes us happy. It is an important factor in the cause of canonisation that miracles
should occur through the intercession of the Servant of God. A miracle is a sign that
God intervenes in our life when we pray through the intercession of the Servant of
God. Miracles happen when we pray with deep faith, love and hope. Hence, all our
faithful should pray incessantly with one heart and one mind through the intercession
of the Servant of God. Those who experience that God intervenes in their lives
when they pray through the intercession of the Servant of God should inform it in
writing to the office of canonisation.

I especially remind you to observe in our Church 23 June 2014, the day of
opening the tomb of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios, as a day of prayer.

Let the warmth of the love of our beloved father Mar Ivanios, let the fragrance
of his virtues be an inspiration for all people! Let us pray without ceasing that the
Universal Church in general and the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church in particular
be blessed with the intercession of yet another saint! I urge you all to do that. May
God bless us abundantly!

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our Father and Apostle
St. Thomas and all the Saints! Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

*® Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

23.05.2014
Catholicate centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

Our Father in Heaven...

NB: Read this pastoral letter on the forthcoming Sunday during the Holy Qurbono in all our
parishes, mission centres and centres of worship.
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Circular

Catholicos Day — 2014

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are celebrating the Catholicos Day this year on 2 February 2014. It
is an occasion to thank the Lord for leading our Church through her leaders,
especially through the Hierarchy. This is the ninth Catholicos Day we celebrate,
after our Church was elevated to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church
on 10 February 2005.

Let us read the signs of the times and heed the special call and invitation
this epoch gives us. Pope Benedict X VI with the Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei,
'the Door of Faith', inaugurated the Year of Faith in the Church. As the year
progressed, the Church received a new Vicar of Christ, the present Pope Francis,
who sharing the thoughts of his predecessor, gave us the Encyclical Letter
Lumen Fidei, 'the Light of Faith'. The year of faith concluded with the Pope’s
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, the 'Joy of the Gospel', inviting us
to live the Gospel values and to proclaim it to the world in this era of New
Evangelisation.

As we celebrate the Catholicos Day,  am reminded of the Pope’s words
in his Exhortation, the Joy of the Gospel: “I prefer a Church which is bruised,
hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church
which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security”
(n49). The Pope asks us to be lively witnesses to the Gospel values, responding
to the reality of life outside the Church.

As we celebrate the Catholicos Day, we renew our commitment to the
Gospel values, our commitment to preach it and above all to set examples
through our life. In this context, I invite all of you to strengthen the Suvisesha
Sangham that is getting rooted in our Church as a means to live our commitment
to the Gospel values based on a radical living of the Word of God and the
spirituality of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church founded on her liturgy.
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The Catholicos Day is celebrated in our Church also as a day to give
our generous offerings to support her administrative and apostolic activities
coordinated by the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. The practice of giving an
offering with this intention is recent and hence, its spirit has to be imbibed in
our ecclesial consciousness. This year, all our parishes through their Sunday
offerings during the Holy Qurbono on that day and all our institutions and
religious congregations and their provinces are expected to participate in this
offerings. Letters are sent to them for this. Last Year a cover was given to all
our families to give their offerings on the Catholicos Day. The effort didn't
bear much fruit. It shows that we need a deeper commitment towards the
common needs of our Church. As per the norms of our Particular Law, the
offerings from each parish on the Catholicos Day shall be sent to the respective
Eparchial/Exarchial/ETRI centres. The Bishops shall submit it to me at the
Holy Episcopal Synod convoked from 10 to 14 March 2014.

I remind all our Rev. Fathers, religious and the faithful that on the
Catholicos Day, the Catholicate flag should be hoisted and Catholicos Day
pledge made in all our churches and institutions

On this day, I remember with gratitude all our bishops, priests, religious
and lay faithful who are engaged in the apostolic mission of our Church all
throughout the world. I invoke God’s mercy and blessings on each one of you.

Your humble servant in the Lord

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-MalankaraCatholic Church

N.B. :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during the
Holy Qurbono on Sunday, 2 February 2014.
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Circular

61° Feast of Commemoration of Mar Ivanios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are celebrating the 61 Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of
God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the begetter of the Reunion Movement in
Malankara, the first Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the first
Metropolitan Archbishop of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum, on 15 July 2014
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Trivandrum. On that day, after the morning prayers at
8 a.m, we concelebrate the solemn Holy Qurbono. I am happy to inform you
that His Grace Archbishop Cyril Vasil, the Secretary of the Congregation for
the Oriental Churches, will participate in this year’s celebrations as the Chief
Guest.

As part of the Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanios, his tomb was opened and the canonical recognition of the mortal
remains was done on 23 June 2014. The mortal remains were reburied in the
same tomb. The process that started at 6.30 a.m. with the Holy Qurbono. It
ended at 8 p.m. The thirteen bishops of our Church, Rev. Fathers, Sisters and
thousands of faithful witnessed the event. It is true that the opening of the
tomb bestowed great spiritual fervour on our Church. I lovingly exhort you to
pray incessantly that our blessed Father be proclaimed a Saint in the Church as
soon as possible.

The 61* Feast of Commemoration on 15 July 2014 will greatly be
remembered as the first feast of commemoration after the opening of the tomb
of the Servant of God. Therefore, I cordially invite all of you to participate in
the Holy Qurbono, Dhoopaprarthana and the Nercha on 15" July.

Our main Padayatra will commence from Ranni-Perunnadu on 10 July
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2014. This is lead by the core-group of the MCYM at the ecclesial level. There
are also Padayatras to the tomb beginning from Mavelikara, Marthandom and
Tiruvalla. I lovingly remind you that as many as possible should participate in
the Padayatra. When you participate in the Padayatra, you have to observe
the spirit of the lent.

May God bless you abundantly

Your humble servant in the Lord

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-MalankaraCatholic Church

N.B. :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during the
Holy Qurbono on Sunday.
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Message on the Laity Day 2014
by Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Laity

Rev. Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord!

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church observes Laity Day on the Sunday
after the feast of St. Joseph on 1 May. This year the Laity Day is on Sunday, 4
May 2014. It is an occasion to become aware of the most important and
undeniable participation of the Laity in the life of the world and the Church
and to rededicate themselves for it.

The Vatican Council II asserts the vocation of the Laity to seek the
kingdom of God engaging in the temporal order and to order it in accordance
with the divine will (Lumen Gentium 31). Pius XII once stated: “The Faithful,
more precisely the lay faithful, find themselves on the front lines of the Church’s
life; for them the Church is the animating principle for human society. Therefore,
they in particular, ought to have an ever-clearer consciousness not
only of belonging to the Church, but of being the Church, that is to say, the
community of the faithful on earth under the leadership of the Pope, the head
of all, and of the Bishops in communion with him. These are the Church (Pius
XII, Discourse to the New Cardinals, SSS 38, 149).

The Lay Faithful live in the world engaging in all temporal affairs and
offices. They live in the ordinary circumstance of the family and society which
determine their very existence. They lead an ordinary life in the world. They
learn; they work; they weave a web of relationship as friends, workers and as
members of socio-cultural organisations. Their state is not a simple external
circumstantial frame. It is a fact that finds its meaningfulness in Jesus Christ
(Lumen Gentium 38).

We can fathom the perfect meaning of their greatness when we ponder
over the value of the vocation of each Lay Faithful given to him by the Father
in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. This vocation is a call to holiness. The
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call to holiness is rooted in baptism and is renewed through other sacraments,
especially through the Holy Eucharist. As the Christians put on Christ and are
nourished by the Holy Spirit, they are “holy” (Christifideles Laici 16). They
are able to manifest this holiness and are obliged to give witness to it. St Paul
the Apostle always exhorted all Christians to live as is proper among saints
(Eph 5:3).

The mission of the Laity is a participation in the salvific mission of the
Church. All are called to this mission by Christ himself through baptism and
anointing with Holy Myron. Through the sacraments, chiefly through the Holy
Eucharist, they share and nurture divine love and love for others, the soul of
all missions. Through their service and witness the Lay Faithful live as the salt
of the earth. They are called to make present the Church in the places and
circumstances where they are. Thus all the Lay Faithful, “according to the
measure of Christ’s gift” (Eph 4:7) are the Church’s witnesses and living
instruments.

The special mission of the Laity is to be in the world holding on to
Christ and to spread the light of bearing witness to the Gospel. Let us remember
the divine words: “They do not belong to the world just as I (Jesus) do not
belong to the world (Jn 17:16) and “do not be conformed to this world” (Rom
12:2). All domains of human life are to be evangelised. Agriculture, trade,
industry, education, politics, research — all service sectors — should be thus
illumined. The vocation and challenge of the existence of the Laity is to be a
catalyst in the world. This demands patience, suffering and courage. They are
not to be marginalised as second-rank citizens, passive listeners and simple
on-lookers in the Church. On the Laity Day, let us determine to strengthen
them in their royal, priestly and prophetic mission in the Church and to form
them in it continuously.

We have a good number of Lay Leaders who serve the Church in
constant collaboration with the most reverend prelates of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. Their committed service is an asset to the Church. The Sabha
Sanghamam on the occasion of the Reunion Day has become a platform for
the gathering of our Laity. Besides through the activities of the MCA at the
ecclesial level, through the creative action plan executed by the Eparchial
Committees, the Laity is sharing its Christian witness in the Church and society.
I heartily congratulate the Lay brethren who set apart their wealth, time and
abilities for the service of the Church even when they engage in various other
domains of activities. May you be able to fill all the domains of your life with
the joy of the Gospel and to transmit the light of the Gospel in the society!
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Let us specially pay attention, on this year’s Laity Day, to deepen
awareness in the Laity on the mission of new evangelisation of the Church.

Parish priests should pay attention to encourage the Associations of
the Laity in all our parishes. According to the particular law of our Church, all
parishes should have units of MCA. On the Laity Day, renew the membership
of the MCA and admit new members to it. Try to strengthen and train the Laity
under the auspices of the MCA. Similarly, encourage all other associations in
fulfilling their mission.

The sthothrakazcha of the Holy Qurbono on the Laity Day is utilized
for the ministry of the Laity of our Church. I exhort all of you to be blessed by
giving generously the Sthothrakazcha on that day. I remind the Rev. Parish
Priests to collect the Sthothrakazcha and send it to the respective Eparchial /
ETRI / Exarchate Finance Officers, according to the particular canons (c 601)
of our Church. The Finance Officers have to remit half of the Sthothrakazcha
to the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

May the Risen Lord bless all our ecclesial activities! May the
intercession of St Joseph, the heavenly Patron of MCA, be a stronghold to us!

With Easter greetings,

¥ Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
Bishop of the Eparchy of Mavelikara
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
Easter 2014

N.B. :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during the
Holy Qurbono on Sunday, 4 May.
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