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Editorial

MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW HORIZONS
OF EVANGELISATION

Introduction

Church is the community of those faithful who have been called to gather
(ecclesia). In the context of the New Testament, it is Jesus, the Redeemer who
makes this call. This call is to the glory of Jesus Christ and a life with Him.
"God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord" (1Cor. 1:9; 2 Thes. 2:14; Heb. 9:15). Ultimately, this is a call to
Salvation of the entire creation (MKk. 16:15-16; Acts. 13:26).

The Greek term “ecclesia’ normally is used to signify the Church. This
word evolves from the root 'Kaleo’, which means 'to call'. In Greek, the word
ecclesia is used as a substitute to the Hebrew word ‘Kahaal’ which was used in
the Old Testament to denote the people of God. The English word ‘Church’
referring to the community of believers evolved from the Greek word ‘Kyrios.’
The word ecclesia, which means ‘the people who were called’ has three layers
of meaning: (1) local community of those who believe in Jesus Christ. (2) the
name used to call all people who believe in Jesus Christ, and (3) a gathering of
the selected faithful who are organized. In short, Church is the community of
the people ordained by God specially called and chosen.

1. In the Old Testament: Formation of Israel

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word ‘Kahaal’ which means ‘meeting’
was used to refer to Church. It is a community of people who were called and
convened for some specific purpose. As the People of God, Israel was specially
called by God. The People of Old Testament was formed with the call of
Abraham and the sealing of the Covenant (Gen. 15: 18). Messiah the fulfilment
of the promise came from these people. The first parents who had lived in the
company of God (Gen.3:8; 1:27; 2:18) was a community. When sin turned the
scheme of God topsy-turvy, this community got dispersed and disintegrated.
Man who ought to have been with God got dissociated owing to hatred and
became the one who fled away from God because of ego and arrogance. Jesus
Christ, the New Adam came to re-establish this co-habitation with God.
Humanity is saved by this New Adam (1Cor.15:49). Jesus the Messiah who
incarnated as man in the fullness of time, gathered together the People of New
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Testament as the continuity and fulfilment of the People, of the Old Testament.
Thus the ‘New People of God’ evolved. The People of God of the desert were
the symbol of this community (Acts.7:38).

2. In the New Testament: Church Founded by Jesus Christ.

It was Jesus Christ who established and revealed the ‘mystery of the Church’
prophesied and formulated by the Old Testament. It was aimed at in His
proclamation of the Kingdom of God. During the life of Jesus in this world,
the formation of the Messianic society through the proclamation of the Gospel
and the victory over the power of evil would have been possible. He had
promised that he would build his Church on Peter the Rock (Mat. 16:18).
During His public life He chose His disciples and gave them special training
by revealing the mysteries of the Kingdom of God (Mat. 10: 12-16; 9: 1-6).
These twelve disciples were the leaders of the Church (Mat. 19:28), who have
been called to continue His mission in and through Church.

After the Resurrection Jesus told the disciples: “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you; and surely, I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Mat. 28:19-
20). Messiah empowered his disciples thus (22:30) with His presence and
authority because they are the ones to repeat the sacrifice of the Lord (22:19).
The powers received by the disciples still continue to be transferred through
Apostolic Tradition and Laying of Hand. The Church established by Jesus is
the well-structured visible community with all these special features.

3. The Individual Church in the Community of the Universal Church.

Church is Universal. It remains universal because the fullness and perfection
of faith exist in the Church. So also, it is capable of accommodating all peoples
with their respective spiritual heritage and cultures. The exhortation of Jesus
to go and preach all over the world remains the basis and foundation for the
universality of the Church. When the event of Christ is proclaimed in the
liturgies grown and developed as oriented by God, in different countries, in
the cultures and with the same fact the spirituality of the Church becomes
universal. Above all, the unity existing in the truths of faith reveals the unity in
diversity.

The Apostles who had received from Jesus the missionary ministry, shared
the Messianic experience they had, with the people of the respective places
(1Jn.1:1). All the Apostles had preached and taught the same truth of faith.
They had upheld the one and the same Messiah as the Redeemer, before the
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people. However, in these places, different churches came into existence
consequent to the interaction among the culture of the society which had
embraced the faith, life style, customs, language and the politico-religious
backgrounds. Besides, like the diversity existing in those societies the diversity
of the Messianic experiences also contributed to the formation of the different
churches. These individual churches which uphold authenticity and uniqueness
will have uniqueness in their liturgy, spirituality, theology, administrative
procedure and legal system. There will be peculiarities in the signs, symbols,
ritualistic rites, prayers and theological vision, in each of these Individual
Church. This uniqueness is evident in the spirituality evolved as a lifestyle
from these rituals and worships. However, these churches retained unity in
such important elements as faith, sacrament and hierarchy. Wherever the
members of the Church happen to be, they have the same heritage of faith.
Pope, the successor of Peter and the Bishops who are the successor of the
other Apostles join to form the hierarchy of the Church. Thus the different
Individual Churches which retain complete unity in faith, sacraments and
hierarchy are the indispensable elements or parts of the Universal Church.

The Universal Church is visibly manifested in and through the Individual
Churches. The Apostolic Tradition also is continued through these Individual
Churches. The Holy Church is the communion of these Individual Churches.
It is through these churches that the doctrine of faith, norms of life, and liturgy
of the Universal Church are preserved and protected. The message of salvation
is brought to the generation of today through the traditions of diverse Christian
life and Liturgical patrimony.

4. New Canonical Provisions: the stairs of growth of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church.

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church which preserves the 2019 years
old apostolic zeal of Mar Thoma who led the missionary journey in the fullness
of the Christian spirit is by its very nature, missionary. It is that missionary
spirit which caused the steady growth of the Church today. The responsibility
of each faithful of the Church is to preserve it continuously untainted. Servant
of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios was a personality who was glowing in the
intensity of faith. This great soul who had ardently desired to spread the fire of
Gospel all over India, had the same missionary zeal as one of his glowing
aspects. When those shining rays evolve through the various mission eparchies
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, the happiness of the Heaven is
doubled. The present 11 Eparchies, one Exarchate and 15 Bishops of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church are the visual signs of that happiness.
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4. a. The Establishment of the Eparchy of Parassala.

New canonical divisions evolve as part of the growth of each Individual
Church community. The Eparchy of Parassala, established newly to the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church (Prot. No.532/17 ap nun-17) is a
proclamation which adds new energy to the evangelization task of the Church.
This new Mission Eparchy was formed by bifurcating the Major Archieparchy
of Trivandrum. In accordance with decision of the 21% Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the Head and Father of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos, with the confirmation of His Holiness Pope Francis, promulgated
the new Canonical provision of the establishment of the Eparchy of Parassala
Malankara Catholic Church, on 5 August 2017 at 3.30 pm at the St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Pattom. His Excellency Thomas Mar Eusebius, who was serving as
the Bishop of the Eparchy of America-Canada was appointed the first Bishop
of the Eparchy of Parassala. The inauguration of the Eparchy of Parassala and
the enthronement of its first Bishop took place at the Nazareth Home Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church, Balaramapuram on 23 September 2017 at 2 pm. The
Mother Theresa Parish Church at Parassala was declared as the Cathedral of
the Eparchy. There are 103 Parishes, 31 Presbyteries, 23 Religious Houses,
one College, 12 Aided Schools, 59 Educational Institutions at various levels,
and 5 centres of Charity in the newly erected Eparchy. The Ecclesiastical
Districts of Parassala, Kattakkada and Neyyattinkara which are presently part
of the Major Archieparchy have been separated from it to form the new Eparchy.
The boundaries of the new Eparchy are, the frontier of the Kerala State on the
South, the River Karamana from Kundamankadavu Bridge to the place where
it merges in the Arabian Sea through the Poonthura Pozhi on the North, and on
the East, the road from Kundamankadavu Bridge to Kottoor through Uriakkodu,
Vellanadu and Kuttichal and on the West, the Arabian Sea.

The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios had chosen Trivandrum as
the headquarters to begin his ministry in the Catholic Church when he started
it in 1930. In order to make the missionary spirit, hitherto unheard to the
Punthenkoor, his own life Mission, the Archbishop has chosen the region South
of Trivandrum up to Kanyakumari as his field of activity. Thus, the missionary
spirit of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church crossed the frontiers and got
integrated into a new language and culture. Missionaries were brought in from
several places. When the Eparchy of Marthandam was formed 20 years ago
(1996), one could realize the greatness of such a decision. When the Eparchy
of Gurgaon was formed in 2015 and Pune-Khadki Exarchate in 2015, the spirit
of Malankara, the missionary zeal of Puthencoor community got spread across
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India. Now with the establishment of the Eparchy of Parassala, God has gifted
the Malankara Church with another mission Eparchies, to spread the Gospel
light in the wider society.

Let us remember with gratitude the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios
of Holy Memory who had included Southern Travancore with utmost
importance in the awareness of his missionary activities. What remains as the
background supporting force of all these growth are the vision of Church,
inclination towards the Gospel, missionary spirit and above all the common
sense of the Servant of God to walk ahead of the times. Archbishop Benedict
Mar Gregorios of happy memory who had led our Church for 41 years with
prevision and paternal affection had protected and cared for these mission
centres. Of the 103 parishes of the new Eparchy, the majority are the reflection
of it. Major Archbishop Cyril Baselios, the first Catholicos of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, had deputed a wide range of young Priests for
mission service taking into account the integral growth of this mission region.
More than 30 Presbyteries were established during this period. As a result of
the efforts of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, besides the
renovation of several Churches, a college was established here. The new mission
Eparchy is the fruit of the hardships and dedicated hard work of several service
minded Prelates, Priests, Religious and Laity, especially such eminent person
as Rev. Philip Uzhanallor Corepiscopo who had sacrificed the major part of
his life for Gospel and social services.

4.b. The Appointment of the New Apostolic Visitator to Oceania

Having consulted by the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church and with the assent of His Holiness Pope Francis, His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, Major Archbishop-Catholicos has
appointed Rt. Rev. Dr. Msgr. John Kochuthundil, the Syncellus of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum as the Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
and the Apostolic Visitator to Europe and Oceania on 5 August 2017. After the
Episcopal Consecration and assuming the name Yoohanon Mar Theodosius,
His Excellency took charge of his office on 5 October 2017. An Apostolic
Visitator is usually appointed in the Church to cater the pastoral needs of the
faithful of an individual Church who reside outside its proper territorial
jurisdiction where there is no Eparchy or Exarchate. The Apostolic Visitator
has to study the possibilities of the territories entrusted to him. It is the duty of
the Apostolic Visitator to take care of the spiritual and pastoral needs of the
faithful of the ritual Church.



Editorial
Conclusion

Church is the new Israel bought at the gift of the Holy Blood of the Messiah
(Acts. 20:28; 1Pet. 2:9; 1Cor. 10:18; Eph. 1:14). God’s love for humanity is
revealed in this special choice of God. The Holy Church is the community of
Pilgrims who move towards God and the Kingdom of Heaven. By placing our
faith in the Messiah who became a servant and minister, we also should follow
his model (Phil. 2:7). All those who belong to him also become servants to
each other (2Cor. 4:5; Gal. 5:13). A Christian also should live and die for those
for whom Messiah had lived and died. The obedience to the Messiah should
be the obedience to the entire world. "For though I am free with respect to all,
I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of them" (1Cor.
9:19). When God entrusts us with new responsibilities in the form of the Church
let these fundamental goals motivate and inspire us. Thus let us take one more
step forward towards Christ’s aim of one shepherd one folk. “Malankara” offers
its prayerful wishes to the new Bishops and the new canonical provision of the
Church.

With a historical event of the new ecclesiastical canonical provisions in
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, we happily present the pertaining
documents, along with the acts of the Twenty First Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod, in this Volume 13, No.1 and 2 of the MALANKARA.

- Editor
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SYNODAL ACTS

The Twenty First Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
6 - 10 MARCH 2017
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY FIRST ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 6 to 10 March 2017

Dear venerable Brother Bishops,
Praise be to the Holy Name of God!

With great joy, I welcome all the Bishops to the Twenty First Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church. We are gathered here together at
Catholicate Centre to discuss and evaluate our ecclesial life and to establish
the new plans through the guidance of God. Let us pray to fulfill our divine
responsibility entrusted by God.

As it is the 10™ anniversary of my enthronement as the Catholicos, it is a
fervent and joyful experience that I could celebrate the Holy Qurbono together
with my brother Bishops. I thank the Lord for all His loving care and providence.
God’s grace outdid human weakness. I can see the growth of the Church in
these days, especially through the missions undertaken by the Church. I
appreciate my Brother Bishops who work with me and strengthen me. I am
proud that you are willing to find out more time to be with the People of God
more than previous days. Especially, your presence on the occasions of funerals
when our people lose their loved ones in accidents or through sickness, and at
liturgical celebrations and ecclesial events, is a great pastoral service and the
greatness of the episcopal position. These services are the occasions to share
the mercy of the Lord and the concern of the Church with the People of God.

Our venerable Bishop Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, is going
to resign due to his ill health. I appreciate Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios, who foster the Eparchy of Puttur by holding to his heart, bear the
weakness with patience, and assist to guide by holding the hand from the
beginning of its establishment. On behalf of all the Synod Fathers, I thank
Your Excellency for your presence in this HES.

My Brother Bishops, there are only one way to overcome the challenges
we face today - proclaim Jesus Christ as the Supreme Lord. Let us go ahead
holding on to the hands of the Lord in the midst of all challenges. This should
be a witness for our priests, religious and the People of God. The grace, as
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happened in the Pentecost, that the Holy Spirit showers on us has to be shared
with all. I humbly bow my head before the immense love and the providence
of God.

Roman phase of the Cause of Canonization of the Servant of God Mar
Ivanios has been started. Rev. Fr. Cherian Thunduparampil CMI is appointed
the Postulator. Rev. Sr. Sandra SIC is appointed as External Collaborator. She
will do this duty by staying there in Rome.

May the presence of the Holy Spirit with us in these days of HES. I entrust
us to the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother and invoke the
intercession of the Servant of God, Archbishop Mar Ivanios! I declare the
Twenty First Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod open.

% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Twenty First Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(6-10 March 2017)

REPORT

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos convoked the Twenty-
first Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
at St. John Paul II Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. The Members gathered together after
the Holy Qurbono at the Tomb of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios.
It was on the Tenth Anniversary of the Enthronement of His Beatitude Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis, as the President of the HES and the Father and Head of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

The HES started with a prayer. The members present at the Synod were:
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod),
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Jacob
Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar
Paulos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios
and Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, the Exarch of USA, could not attend
the Synod due to his visa problems in the US. He was granted leave of absence.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla
was granted permanent leave of absence due to his old age and health conditions.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, gave the opening address and welcomed the members to the HES.
His Beatitude said that, it was a fervent and joyful experience that he could
celebrate the Holy Qurbono together with his brother Bishops and thank the
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Lord for all His loving care and providence on his 10" anniversary. God’s
grace outdid human weakness! His Beatitude dealt with the growth of the
Church in the last few years, especially through the missions undertaken by
the Church. His Beatitude also lauded his Brother Bishops for their untiring
commitment. His Beatitude pointed out that the presence of our Bishops on
the occasions of funerals when our people lose their loved ones in accidents or
through sickness, and at liturgical celebrations and ecclesial events have a
great pastoral effect. These are occasions in which we share the mercy of the
Lord and the mercy of the Church with the People of God.

His Beatitude expressed love, appreciation and gratitude of the Church to
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, who resigned from the office of the
Eparchial Bishop of Puttur, due to his ill health. His Beatitude thanked his
Excellency for his presence at the HES.

His Beatitude urged his Brother Bishops to proclaim Jesus Christ as the
Supreme Lord in spite of all the challenges we face today and said, “In the
midst of the challenges let us go ahead holding on to the hands of the Lord.
This should be a witness for our priests, religious and the rest of the People of
God. The grace that the Holy Spirit showers on us has to be shared with all. I
humbly bow my head before the immense love and the providence of God.”

His Beatitude concluded the inaugural address invoking the presence of
the Holy Spirit in the HES. Confiding the HES-in-sessions to the protection
and intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared the Synod
open.

His Beatitude invited Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the Bishop
Emeritus of Puttur to address the Synod. Bishop Mar Divannasios said: “I
thank you all. I thank you for your goodness and the solidarity that you share
with me on my resignation from the office of the Eparhial Bishop of Puttur. I
suffer from liver Cirrhosis. It has many side effects. It makes me very weak. It
is in this context that I tendered my resignation. When I considered, where [
shall live as Bishop Emeritus, I thought of Tiruvalla and asked His Grace Mar
Koorilos whether I can stay in Tiruvalla. He graciously invited me to stay at
Pallimala where His Excellency Mar Timotheos was staying before he was
shifted to Pushpagiri. A new Administrator is appointed for the Eparchy of
Puttur. I will help the Eparchy in any way possible. I participate in this first
session only. I am happy that I could participate in the tenth anniversary
celebration of the Enthronement of His Beatitude. Take care of your health. It
is important. Kindly pray for me. I will pray for you. The Church should
continuously renew itself through the spirit of Evangelisation. What do we do
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in Central Travancore? Why the world appreciates Pope Francis? People
emulate him for his simplicity and sincerity. The success of our Synod is its
communion, the communion among us Bishops. Thank you all!”

His Beatitude the Catholicos thanked His Excellency Mar Divannasios
for his sharing and message.

Submission of the Catholicos Day Offerings

His Beatitude the Catholicos said that the Bishops could now submit
the Catholicos Day offerings from the respective Eparchies.

The following was the contributions from each Eparchy:

Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum 1,000,000.00
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla 600,000.00
Eparchy of Bathery 500,000.00
Eparchy of Marthandom 300,000.00
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha 200,000.00
Eparchy of Mavelikara 355,000.00
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta 355,000.00
Eparchy of Puttur 200,000.00
Eparchy of Gurgaon, Delhi 200,000.00
Eparchy of USA & Canada $10,000.00
Exarchate of Khadki-Pune 200,000.00

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

His Beatitude the Catholicos, the President of the HES, presented the
following proposed agenda of the Synod:

Prayer

Inaugural Address by His Beatitude

Submission of the Catholicos Day Offerings

Report of the 20™ Holy Episcopal Synod

Evaluation of the Holy Episcopal Synod after 12 years (Presentation of
the theme and discussion : by Mar Anthonios & Mar Paulos)

A Briefing on the Canonization Process-Roman Phase

Evaluation of the Meeting with the Major Superiors

Evaluation of the Meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions
Evaluation of the Major Seminary Academic Year.

0. Planning of the Common Celebrations

a. 15 July-Mar Ivanios’ Day

b. 20 Sept.-Sabhasangamam

kW=
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11. The second Malankara Catholic Assembly.

12. Briefing from the Eparchies and Exarchate.

13. The Administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.-Regents for the
coming year

14. Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

15. Matters Subsecreto

16. Other matters if any, with the consent of the President.

To this the Synod Fathers added the following topics:
1. Briefing from the Administrator of the Eparchy of Puttur
2. Civil law on properties
3. Clerical Discipline

The agenda was approved.
Report of the Twentieth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

The report of the Twentieth Holy Episcopal Synod was read out. A few
inaccuracies and corrections were pointed out and corrected. Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas proposed the report to be passed and Most Rev. Vincent Mar
Paulos supported the proposal. The Report was passed with applause.

THE DELIBERATIONS

After the completion of the initial procedures, deliberations on the agenda
began.

Evaluation of the Holy Episcopal Synod after 12 years (Presentation of
the theme and discussion: by Mar Anthonios & Mar Paulos)

Most Rev. Dr.Thomas Mar Anthonios presented the paper, “The Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in Synodal Communion — an Evaluation after 12
years”. The paper presented in the Holy Episcopal Synod as the Ecclesial
Regime of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church analyzing the sanctifying,
teaching and governing functions of the Church highlighting the executive,
legislative and judicial powers it exercises. It concluded highlighting the areas
for evaluation. Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos dealt with the evaluation of
some of the particular areas of the life of the Church in which the HES gives
leadership.

A Briefing on the Canonization Process-Roman Phase

His Beatitude the Catholicos briefed the HES on the commencement of
the Roman phase of the Cause of Canonization of the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios. Rev. Dr. Cherian Thunduparampil CMI is appointed
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the Postulator of the Cause at the Roman phase with approval of the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints. Rev. Sr Sandra SIC is appointed to
assist the work of the Postulator as External Collaborator. She resides in Rome
for the work. The Congregation for the Causes of Saints will appoint a Relator
of the Cause. So far, the process is progressing smoothly.

Evaluation of the Meeting with the Major Superiors

The HES was of opinion that in general the meeting went on well. There
was a frank sharing on matters of mutual concern. The sharing was mainly on
the theme of mercy. They have shared enormous initiations in witnessing the
mercy of God.

Evaluation of the Meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions

The meeting gave once again a chance to assess and share the activities of
the Synodal Commissions.

Evaluation of the Major Seminary Academic Year

The term of the present Rector, Rev. Fr. Shaji Thomas Manikulam is coming
to an end. There was common consensus to have a change of the Rector. Rev.
Fr. Kuriakose Thadathil of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla was proposed. The
members of the HES agreed with the choice.

The staff of the Seminary was called in for a meeting with the HES. The
meeting with the staff began with a prayer by Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom. His Beatitude welcomed the Rector and other members of the
staff to the meeting. His Beatitude appreciated the committed services of the
seminary staff and thanked them for the same. His Beatitude reminded the
staff that the Seminary is a place of growth for the Seminarians focused on the
crucified and risen Christ.

Thereafter, the Rector shared a brief report of the activities of the Seminary
during the academic year. The life and the activities of the Malankara Major
Seminary during the academic year was shared by the Rector. There is progress
in matters of discipline, spiritual and academic life. A survey was conducted
among the students. In the survey the students suggested that they need more
freedom, especially in the use of mobile phones and to go for ministry on
Saturday eve. Introducing a movement register was suggested.

It was felt that introducing the repetition of the academic year if one fails
four times in subject wise exams has made noteworthy changes in the attitude
of the students and there is progress in academic matters. Spiritual formation
has to improve, especially seminarians should learn to meditate, and that they
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should learn that in the Minor Seminary. It was also shared by the Rector that
the report of the seminarians sent to their respective Bishop has to be taken
seriously, especially when the report gives strong reservation on the promotion
of the candidate. However, it was pointed out that reporting style should be
clear and very indicative.

His Beatitude announced the change of leadership in the seminary. Rev.
Fr. Kuriakose Thadathil will be appointed to the office. The new Rector shall
assume the office in the presence of the Seminary Commission. Rev. Fr. Cherian
Kottayil expressed his wish to have a change from the Seminary as resident
Professor and the Synod accepted it and appointed Rev. Fr. Jolly Karimpil.
Rev. Fr. Kurianal is completing his term and will be relieved from his office as
Professor. Other members of the Staff will continue. It was also recommended
to ask Bethany Ashram whether they can lend the services of Rev. Fr. Mathai
Kadavil on the Staff of the Seminary.

His Beatitude also urged the staff to ensure continuity of policies and
academic excellence. We need theologizing and theological literature. Our
apostolic Church has to be supported in this field by the professors of the
Seminary. His Beatitude lauded Rev. Fr. Philip Chempakassery for his academic
input and excellence in teaching. His Beatitude also thanked Rev. Fr. Kurianal,
who is returning to his home Eparchy Kothamangalam.

When the meeting with the Staff was completed, Rev. Fr. Shaji Thomas
Manikulam, the outgoing Rector was invited for a personal sharing. On behalf
of the HES, His Beatitude the Catholicos thanked the outgoing Rector for his
services and commitment.

Planning of the Common Celebrations
Mar Ivanios Day 2017

On 15 July 2017 we will be celebrating the 64™ Feast of Commemoration
of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios. All usual celebrations and
observance of the occasion will be conducted this year also. The Chief Guest
of the occasion will be His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal Alanchery, the
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church.

Sabhasanghamam and 87" Reunion Day Celebrations

This year the Sabhasanghamam and the Reunion Day Celebrations will
be held at Adoor. The Green Valley Park is booked for it. The blessing of the
newly constructed church of the Sacred Heart Parish Adoor will be blessed on
this occasion. We shall not have the Preshitha Rally.
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Next year the Sabhasanghamam will be hosted by the Eparchy of
Muvattupuzha.

The Second Malankara Catholic Assembly

Discussions on the Second Malankara Catholic Assembly was held and if
possible could be convoked in the year 2018. The theme could be “Family
and Priesthood” (Kudumbavum Paurohithyavum).

Briefing from the Eparchies and Exarchate

Each Bishop was given a chance to update the HES with the latest development
and growth in the life of the Eparchy.

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Bishop of the Eparchy of St. John
Chrysostom Gurgaon submitted a written report in which he highlighted the
development of the new missions in the new Eparchy and the challenges faced
by him. Lack of sufficient number of priests and religious is a major concern.

Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, told the HES about the development of the
missions in the Districts of Tamil Nadu that are part of the Eparchy. He also
highlighted the progress of reunion among the faithful of Thozhiyoor Church
with the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

The Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum has revived two mission stations,
Mudakkal and Chemboor that have been dormant for some years. His Beatitude
shared also the academic excellence of some of our institutions in Trivandrum.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, the Bishop of Pathanamthitta,
emphasized in his sharing that the Eparchy has built up its identity and has
gained a popular acceptance in the mind of the people of Pathanamthitta and
around because of its meaningful interaction with the public and its commitment
to the society. The Social Service wing of the Eparchy is progressing in its
commitment to the society. Home for the poor at Cheekkanal, Carmela etc.,
are initiatives of the Eparchy to share the mercy of God with the less privileged
of the society.

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, the Bishop of Bathery, underscored the mission
work and the reunion work that are gaining priority in the Eparchy. New
initiatives were launched in the field of social work.

Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose, the Bishop of Marthandam, informed the
members that the Ashram run by Rev. Fr. Crispin in the Eparchy is now
established as an Eparchial Pious Association.

Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios said, that in the Epharchy of Mavelikara,
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there are regular gatherings of the priests for monthly recollection. The
Suvisesha Sangham is being organized. The associations of our Faithful are
functioning well.

In the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, the pastoral care and mission work are
progressing. The situation of Pushpagiri in its various dimensions were shared.

The new Exarchate of St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune is beginning its life with the
emphasis to find out and develop its own missions. However, there are lack of
priests and religious in the new Exarchate.

Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Rev. Fr. Varghese Angadiyil, the Finance Officer of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia was called in to present the Accounts of the Curia for financial year
2016-"17. He did the same. Clarifications were made. The account was accepted.

Briefing from the Administrator of the Eparchy of Puttur

Rt. Rev. Msgr. George Kalayil, the Administrator of the Eparchy of Puttur,
was asked to prepare a brief report of the present status of the Eparchy and to
present it to the HES. He was called in. He presented the report highlighting
the smooth transfer of the administration from the hands of Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the first Bishop of the Eparchy. The
Administrator recalled the committed hard work of the Bishop Emeritus who
left no stone unturned in his pursuit to build up the Eparchy since its
establishment. The administrator also pointed out some of the areas in which
there are loans and liabilities that remain to be absolved. He also said that, in
general, the Priests, Religious and the Faithful understand the situation of the
Eparchy and are cooperating with the administration.

Civil law on properties

It was brought for the attention of the HES that the Government of Kerala is
planning a legislation to control the properties of the Church. Advocate Johnson
Abraham, Treasurer of the Indian National Congress and member of the
Syndicate and a member of St. Stephen’s Church Kattanam of the Eparchy of
Mavelikkara was asked to evaluate the proposed legislation “Kerala Christian
Church Properties and Institutions Trust Bill”. Mr. Johnson explained the
different articles of the bill, where the Government in the guise of democracy
was aiming to control unduly the life and activities of the Church. It was an
enlightening discussion. At the end of the discussion, His Beatitude appreciated
the commitment of Adv. Johnson to the Church and the society as a committed
Christian and citizen of India.
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Clerical Discipline

The HES considered some of the new trends that affect the overall discipline
among the clergy of the Church. It was suggested that these are to be addressed
by the Synodal Commission for the Priests. The Commission was urged to
arrange courses for the priests belonging to different age groups at the ecclesial
and eparchial levels.

Administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia — The
Reorganization of the Synodal Commissions

The following changes came into effect:

Synodal Commission for Religious and Priests - Chairman: Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios; Secretary: Rev. Fr. Vinayanand OIC

Secretary for Priests: Rev. Fr. Dr. Sunny Mathew Kavuvilayil

Secretary for the Synodal Commission for the Laity: Rev. Fr. John Thundiyath

Synodal Commission for Priestly Formation and Seminary Commission -
Chairman: Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos; Members: Most Rev. Yoohanon

Mar Chrysostom and Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios

Synodal Commission for Bible and Theology: Chairman: Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios; Secretary: Rev. Fr. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC

Synodal Commission for Communication Media: Chairman: Curia Bishop,
Secretary: Rev. Fr. Sheen Thankalayam

Synodal Commission for Vocation: Secretaries: Rev. Fr. Dr. John Kuttiyil and
Rev. Sr. Dr. Ardra SIC

Synodal Commission for Social Apostolate: Secretary: Rev. Fr. Binny Philip
Nedumpurath

Matters Subsecreto

The topic for consideration was: Bifurcation of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum and the Formation of the Eparchy of Parassala. A prepared
documentation for the same was introduced in the HES by His Beatitude. It
was also highlighted that the division was not according to any criteria of caste
or ethnicity. It was a division based on the geography. The families of the
proposed Eparchy are Nadars, Dalits and Syrians by origin. The vision of the
formation of the Eparchy is the holistic development of our members and our
families and the region. At the end of the deliberation and discussion, the
proposal was put to vote. The HES unanimously decided to present the proposal
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for the knowledge of the Holy See and requested His Beatitude to do the same.
Conclusion

His Beatitude concluded the HES. His Beatitude said that the Synod-
in-session was very special. The sharing on the life and activities of the
Eparchies has highlighted that there is a growing sense of evangelization in
our Church in the recent times. The formation of the Suvisesha Sangham, the
erection of the Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom and the Exarchate of St. Ephrem,
the growing awareness of mission activities in our Eparchies have all been
helping us to grow in our duty to share the joy of the Gospel with those who
have not come to know of Jesus. His Beatitude thanked all the Bishops for
their love and solidarity with him in the exercise of his ministry in the Church
as its Father and Head. He also thanked the officials of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia for the arrangements of the Synod. Invoking God’s blessing through the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the
Church, His Beatitude declared the HES closed.

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos made the concluding prayer.
His Beatitude the Catholicos imparted the final blessing.

% Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY FIRST ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD ON 6-10 MARCH 2017

Dear Venerable Brother Bishops,

We are entering to the conclusion of the Twenty-first HES. I thank you for
your presence and active participation in the Synod and your valuable prayers.
We experienced the special care and guidance of the grace of God in these
days.

This Synod was very special. We could realise that the growth and progress
of the activitites of each eparchies and exarchate are on very fast through their
sharing. Especially, in the recent times, we can see there is a growing sense of
evangelization in our Church. There is no doubt that our Church is moving
very fast in the mission that 'spread the Gospel throughout the world'. 1
appreciate all the Bishops encouraging our priests, religious and faithful as the
evangelizers through Suvisesha Sangham.

Through the formation of the Suvisesha Sangham, the erection of the
Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom and the Exarchate of St. Ephrem, illuminated
to grow awareness of mission activities in our Eparchies. Besides, we can
share the joy of the Gospel with those who have not come to know of Jesus
Christ.

I thank all the Bishops for your love and solidarity with me in the exercise
of my ministry in the Church as its Father and Head. I sincerly appreciate all
the supports you have been rendering to me during these years. I also thank the
officials of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for the arrangements of the Synod.
Invoking God’s blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God.

I declare the Twenty First Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

& Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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AN EVALUATION
ON THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN SYNODAL COMMUNION
AFTER 12 YEARS

It is twelve years since our Church was raised to the canonical status of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church according to the provisions of the CCEO. We
accepted this quasi-patriarchal canonical ecclesiastical hierarchical status
coupled with the status of a Catholicos according to the Syrian Antiochene
and Malankara tradition. In the last twelve years the Church has made
tremendous progress in its vision and mission under the leadership of the Late,
the First Major Archbishop Catholicos Cyril Mar Baselios and the present
Major Archbishop-Catholicos Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis who also
presided over the Holy Episcopal Synod. Thank the Holy Spirit, the Church
exercised all powers vested in it, faithful to its ecclesial tradition, to realize the
status to which the Universal Church led by the Roman Pontiff, raised the
Church.

The characteristic feature of the new status to which our Church was
elevated is that it attained the perfection of its hierarchical status by which the
Church is self-governing but subject to the Supreme Authority of the Church.
This is actualised through its ecclesial regime, the Holy Episcopal Synod under
the presidency of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

Concepts

A few concepts are to be explained
A Church

What is a Church in the Universal Church? A Church is a group of Christian
Faithful joined together by a hierarchy. This Church is canonically termed a
Church sui iuris in the CCEO and is defined as: “A group of Christian Faithful,
which is joined together by a hierarchy according to the norm of law and which
is expressly or tacitly recognized as sui iuris by th Supreme Authority of the
Church is called in this code a Church sui iuris (CCEO ¢ 27)

The group of Christian faithful, the hierarchy and the recognition as sui
iuris are the essential constitutive elements of a sui iuris Church.

It is noteworthy here that the use of the expression Ecclesia sui iuris replaces
the use of “ritus - rite” as a synonymous to Church is done away with in the
CCEO through c 28 §1: “A rite is a liturgical, theological, spiritual and
disciplinary heritage, differentiated by culture and the circumstance of history
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of peoples, which is expressed by each Church sui iuris in its own manner of
living the faith.

Hierarchy

The Hierarchy means a sacred government organized in different grades
according to the fullness of power enjoyed by the persons or group of persons
who hold the power which in the Church is received through sacred orders or
through priesthood. Accordingly, there is a Supreme Authority in the hierarchy
followed lower rungs of power. It is the hierarchy that informs the Christian
Faithful and transforms them as a Church. This is the ecclesiastical regime.

Synod

Etymologically, ‘synod’ comes from the Greek word synodos, a masculine
noun meaning “travelling companion, fellow traveller”. Figuratively it means
people who are travelling on the same way, the way of love commanded by
God. The verbal form synodeué means, “to go with some one, to travel with”.
This word is adapted into Latin as synodus, synhodus, sinodus and sinhodus
and is used as a synonym of the Latin word concilium, which is a composite of
cum and calare meaning to call together. Concilium can also be compared to
the Greek word ekklesia, which is a composite of ek (out) and kalein (to call)
meaning to call out (to an assembly of the people). The two are used
interchangeably to denote ecclesial assemblies, especially to designate an
assembly of Bishops. Though the word ‘synod’ is not used in the Bible, for a
Biblical foundation of the synodical regime of the Church, theologians often
appeal to the election of Mathias (Acts 1: 15-26), the choosing of the seven
deacons (Acts 6:1-6) and to the Council of Jerusalem whose decisions seemed
good to the Holy Spirit and to the whole Church (Acts 15:5-30).

The Holy Episcopal Synod as an Ecclesial Regime for the Service of the
People of God

What is the constitution of the Church? The answer to this question differs,
depending on the viewpoint one holds. It is generally said that the eastern
Churches maintain that the structure of the Church is synodal or conciliar.
Whatever be the position one holds, it is certain that in the decision making in,
and the government of the Church, Councils or Synods have played a significant
role.

According to the most ancient tradition of the Church, the patriarchal
institution developed as a form of ecclesial government. It was recognised by
the ecumenical councils. Those Churches that inherited the patriarchal
institutions have retained them until now. The Churches that have grown up
later through their apostolic tradition and vibrant vitality to such high status
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are today recognised as Major Archiepiscopal Churches. Their hierarchical
status, powers and privileges are equivalent to that of the Patriarchal Churches,
though they are not distinguished with the patriarchal title (CCEO c 151).
This indicates that the Malankara Catholic Church has risen to a lofty position
that is today recognised universally.

Ecclesial government is hierarchical. In the Oriental tradition, this
hierarchical governance is synodal, that is, the Church is governed hierarchically
by its Episcopal Synod. The Synod is the communion of all bishops of a Church
gathered under its hierarchical head, the Protos. It is a gathering like the
assembly of all the apostles under the leadership of Peter in the presence of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on the day of the Pentecost to receive the Holy Spirit.
The presence and the action of the Holy Spirit is what bring about the
communion of the bishops. This communion is in the image and likeness of
the communion in the Holy Trinity. “In the tradition of the Church, the synodal
communion is the symbol of the communion of the Church. The communion
of the Hierarchs of the Church is essential for the growth and existence of the
ecclesial community. It is founded on the divine Trinitarian communion. This
unity of the Synod is the power of the Church and source of freedom of self
governance. The presence of the Holy Spirit is the dynamic power of the
communion of the Synod. Therefore, as an apostolic communion inspired by
the Holy Spirit, the Synod is sacred and holy.” (see Pastoral letter Prot. No.
CPL 4/2005 of Moran Mor Cyril Baselios in this issue). With the constitution
of the Holy Synod, the Malankara Catholic Church, will fulfil its God-given
tasks and serve the People of God in the communion and leadership of the
Episcopal Synod.

The Holy Synod is also the symbol of the autonomy of the Church. Autonomy
or self-governance in the Church is the full freedom to exercise executive,
legislative and judicial powers within the communion of the Universal Church
where the supreme authority is exercised by the Roman Pontiff, the successor
of St. Peter, the first of the apostles and the college of bishops, the successors
of the apostles, and whose head is the Roman Pontiff and are in hierarchical
communion with the head of the college and its members. In communion with
the supreme authority of the Universal Church, the Holy Episcopal Synod of
each Church is the superior instance of government in the system of our ecclesial
governance. All the consecrated bishops of our Church united under the
leadership of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos are the members of the
Synod.This Synod has the power to elect the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
and the Bishops who exercise authority within the territorial boundaries of our
Church. The Synod is also the superior legislative and judicial body (CCEO cc
63, 85, 110, etc.).
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The SMCC under the Synod

If we go through the hierarchical history of our Church, we enjoyed a
unity of hierarchical consciousness all through the History of the Malankara
Church. The Marthoma Christians maintained the unity of the hierarchy of the
apostolic Church of India with ecclesial and hierarchical communion with the
Universal Church. As we know, it is the denial of its hierarchical self-identity
that led the split in the Church. The hierarchical identity of the Church was
maintained and affirmed in its Antiochene relationship (History is known to
all. There is no need to elaborate it here).

When the hierarchy of the Malankara Church was reconstituted in the
Catholic Church, it was constituted as a metropolitan province — Trivandrum
as the Metropolitan See and Tiruvalla as the suffragan See. In fact, it was at
that time constituted according to the norms of CIC 1917. Even after the
promulgation of CleriSanctitati, the MotuProprio on the Hierarchy of the
Eastern Churches, its provisions were not properly implemented. There was
also no scope for a Synodal regime as the number of Bishops were less.
However, the SMCC maintained the unity of its ecclesial consciousness,
especially the Christian Faithful held it high. In the hierarchy there were
influences of the Latin Hierarchical system of all the Bishops as directly subject
to the Roman Pontiff. With the promulgation of the CCEO our Church attained
the canonical status of a Metropolitan Church sui iuris. Though there was a
Council of Hierarchs as an Episcopal Body, it did not have Synodal powers.

The elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the hierarchical status
of a Major Archiepiscopal Church and the installation of the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos as the hierarchical head of the Church is the summit of autonomy
and self-governance which a Church can attain under the present Code of
Canons of the Oriental Churches. Anyone who knows the history of the Thomas
Christian of India will acknowledge that this is the fulfillment of the aspiration
of generations. The Malankara Church always asserted its liturgical, theological,
spiritual and disciplinary patrimony and power of self-governing. The canonical
act that was initiated in 1930 by the Apostolic See was completed on 10 February
2005. It was executed on 14 May 2005 by the enthronement of the new Major
Archbishop-Catholicos. It was brought to its canonical perfection by the act
of constituting a canonical Synod in this Church on 16 August 2005.

After the installation of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, the Church
moved to the path of establishing the canonical structures corresponding to
her new hierarchical and canonical status. This includes the convocation of
the first canonical synod and the constitution of the ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod, the Permanent Synod, the Tribunals, Commissions, etc. The codification
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of the particular laws of the Malankara Catholic Church gave the Church a
Code of Particular Canons of its own.

What is the difference between a Bishops’ Conference and Holy Episcopal
Synod

One of the promising aspects of the Second Vatican Council is its stress
on collegiality and communion in the Church. The rediscovery of these
primordial ecclesiological concepts has given new vigour in ecclesial life.
However, these concepts do not fully contain the concept of synodality as
understood in oriental ecclesiology.

The Council teaches that hierarchic communion is that communion
obtained through episcopal ordination and is effected by being a member of
the hierarchy or the College of Bishops (LG 21). This communion with the
head and members of the College (LG 21-22) is the basis of ecclesiastical
communion (23-24). Collegiality is communion expressed in the College of
Bishops, in the formation of local Churches (like the ancient patriarchates),
and in the conferences of Bishops (LG 23). Synodality as practiced in the
East is not simply the expression of a collegiate unity. It is a constitutive
element of an ecclesial regime as seen in the Sacred Canons. Synodality is
a homogeneous blend of communion, collegiality and co-responsibility in
the government of a Church, realized by the action of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Episcopal Synod of the SMCC

The Canons of the CPCSMCC codified by the Synod itself gives its own
self-understanding:

Can. 41. The Holy Episcopal Synod, the assembly of all ordained Bishops of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, is the symbol of unity and Apostolic
succession of this Church. In it abides the love of God, the Father. In it abides
the power given by Christ to his Apostles to shepherd and pastor the People of
God entrusted to their care. In itindwells the power of the Holy Spirit, promised
by Christ and effused on the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, and which
empowered them to proclaim the Good News to all.

Can. 42. The Holy Episcopal Synod is vested the legislative and judicial powers
exclusively of the entire Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. They are exercised
according to the norms of Common Law and the Particular Canons of this
Church. It is not competent for administrative acts unless, for certain acts, the
Major Archbishop-Catholicos determines otherwise, or common law reserves
some acts to the Holy Episcopal Synod, with due regard for the canons that
require the consent of the Holy Episcopal Synod.
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1. The Synod is the symbol of unity and apostolic succession of the Church

2. [Itis Trinitarian centered — The love of God Father, the grace of the only
Son and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit makes the Synod what
it is.

3. Initabides the power of Christ given to the Apostles — That is why it is
part of the Hierarchy.

4. Its mission is to realise the mission mandate.
Administrative Power of the Synod of Bishops

The Code deals with the administrative powers of the Synod of Bishops
with the statement: “The Synod of Bishops of the patriarchal Church is not
competent for administrative actions, unless for certain actions the Patriarch
establishes otherwise or certain actions are reserved by common law to the
Synod, and with due regard for the canons which require the consent of the
Synod of Bishops of the patriarchal Church” (c 110 § 4). Even though it may
appear that the administrative power of the Synod of Bishops is limited, by the
exceptions contained in the canon itself, “the patriarchs with their synods are
the highest authority for all business of the patriarchate...” (OE 9).

The HES while electing the Major Archbishop-Catholicos and the Bishops,
the members of the HES is engaging in the exercise of Supraepiscopal power.
In the field of administration of sacraments and pastoral solicitude, the HES is
present exercising a sort of administrative power.

When the HES is called up to give its consent for valid administrative acts
of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, it participates in the administrative power
of the Major Archbishop. Besides what has been said by way of consent of the
Synod of Bishops for the valid administrative actions of the Patriarch, the
Synod of Bishops engages itself in various other fields of common interest of
a patriarchal Church, especially within its territorial limits. They include the
publication of a particular programme of clerical training (¢ 330 § 1);
establishing the academic requirements for diaconal ordination (c 760 § 1);
establishing a commission to foster effective cooperation among all the
eparchies in the Church for missionary activity (c 585 § 2); finding means to
promote, preserve and defend the integrity of faith and morals (cc 605, 652 §
2); the publication of a catechetical directory (c 621); drawing up a list of
censors of books (c 664 § 1); establishing norms for the administration of
sacraments to non-Catholics (c 671 § 4); establishing appropriate norms
according to which other Christian Faithful can distribute the Divine Eucharist
(c 709 § 2).
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Legislative Power of the HES

One can say that legislative power is one of the basic powers of a sui iuris
Church, namely, the power to give itself law and to govern itself. This power
is solely vested in the HES.

Judicial Power of the HES

The Synod of Bishops is the superior tribunal in our Church according to
the norms of the canons on procedure (110 § 2). It exercises its judicial authority,
with the exception of cases, which the Roman Pontiff has reserved to himself,
within the territorial boundaries of the patriarchal Church (¢ 1062 § 1). The
Synod of Bishops constitutes this tribunal according to the norm ¢ 1062 § 2.

The HES also exercises certain powers over the Major Archiepiscopal
tribunal, which the Catholicos constitutes, for the whole Church. The president,
the judges, the promoter of justice and the defenders of the bond, appointed by
the Major Archbishop with the consent of the Permanent Synod cannot be
removed from office except by the HES (¢ 1063 § 2). There are also other
instances in which the HES have to cooperate in administering justice in the
Church through the organisation of tribunals at various instances.

Evaluation

The present evaluation of the HES is based on its life of 12 years. It should,
according to my view, include all realms of its life.

I. The Change from a Metropolitan Church sui iuris to a Major
Archiepiscopal Church sui iuris

1. What is the content of our canonical status as a Major Archiepiscopal
Church?

2. What is the content of the hierarchy as a constitutive element of our
Church?

3. What is the difference between a Metropolitan Church sui iuris and a
Major Archiepiscopal Church sui iuris?

I1. Holy Episcopal Synod vis-a-vis Episcopal Conferences

1. What is the difference between an Episcopal Conference and a Holy
Episcopal Synod?

2. The Holy Episcopal Synod - What are some prerequisites for maintaining
its quality of holiness?

3. How are the members of the Syond accountable to the Church and the
HES through their participation in it?
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I11. Synod as Hierarchy which exercises triple office

1. Hierarchy is the ecclesial regime. It exercises the sanctifying, magisterial

and governing offices. The governing power includes executive,
legislative and judicial powers. As HES, how are we aware of this and
how are the offices made manifest in the Church?

. Power of Governance is vested in the hierarchy, in the Major

Archbishop-Catholicos and the Holy Episcopal Synod. However, it is
exercised or made available and workable through the various organs
and persons who are empowered to make it available to the People of
God. In secular governance this process is called principle of
decentralisation of power. In the Church it is called the principle of
subsidiarity. How effectively have we worked out this in our Church?
Have we got such a system in place?

IV.In our Church, according to the norm of law, the above is realised

1.

through the Major Archiepiscopal Curia which has the following organs:

a. The Permanent Synod

b. The Bishops of the Curia
c¢. The Superior Tribunal

d. The Ordinary Tribunal

e. The Finance Officer

f. The Chancellor

g. Synodal Commissions

How effectively have we organised these organs and offices?

2. Are our Synodal Commissions, which should actually make present the

HES in the daily life of the Church through the implementation of the
decisions of the Synod, functional? Should we do something to revamp
the system?

We see how the Roman Curia, the CBCI, the regional conferences etc
function through various offices and commission? Are our offices and
commission effectively organised?

V. The Preparation for the HES, Convocation, Participation, Conclusion

and Follow up

All these are to be done without prejudice to the power and prerogatives

of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos as the President of the HES and with due
regard to the secrecy to be maintained of the acts of the Synod.
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a. We have a system in place for the preparation of the Synod, say a secretariat
of the Synod which prepares the agenda, the lineamenta for discussing the
agenda, the proposals to be put to vote for decision making, etc.

b. The minutes of the HES should be written in a systematic way. The acts of
the Synod are to be collected and kept systematically. Can a member of the
Synod itself do it? Or is it better to have another person who is present in
the HES, under oath of secrecy and faithfulness to record the minutes and
help the Secretary of the HES to prepare the report?

c. How do we follow up the communication, execution, etc of the decisions
and acts of the Synod?

VI. The One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of Malankara

Canon 178 - The eparchial bishop, as a vicar and legate of Christ, governs in
his own name the eparchy entrusted to him for shepherding. This power, which
he exercises personally in the name of Christ, is proper, ordinary, and immediate,
although its exercise is ultimately regulated by the Supreme Authority of the
Church and can be defined with certain limits should the usefulness of the
Church or the Christian faithful require it.

1. Has individualism and eparchialism an influence in our ecclesial life?

2. Whatis each Bishop’s and his Eparchy’s contribution to the common good
— personnel (priests and laity), spiritual resources, financial pooling?

3. The organisation of the Suvisesha Sangham, the MCA, the MCYM, the
MCCL, etc. achieves the unity of our Church. Has the HES provided its
own power of unity into it?

4. Do lacunae arise in owning up and implementing the decisions of the HES?
VII. The Malankara Church and the Universal Church

The Malankara Church has a unique contribution to give the world, the
universal Church. The Universal Church has raised us upto the quasi-patriarchal
level. The Father and the Head of our Church is created Cardinal who
participates in the Exercise of the Primatial Power of the Roman Pontiff. We
can be proud of our existence. All these we owe to God almighty and the
mision and vision of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Mar Ivanios and the
prelates of happy memory. The spirit-filled ministry of His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the present Father and Head of our Church
keeps our Church abreast with the contemporary time. Still, we have to have
an evalution:
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1. Does our Church rise up to this level through its contribution in the fields
of liturgy, spirituality, theology and discipline and culture?

2. Where do we stand in relation to the Oriental Catholic Churches, Oriental
Non-Catholic Churches, in the field of Ecumenism?

3. What is the quantity and quality of our input in the universal level, FABC,
CBCI, KCBC level?

CONCLUSION

With due humility and gratitude to God, especially to the Holy Spirit who
guides us, we can be proud that the SMCC is a Church faithful to its oneness,
holiness, catholicity and apostolicity. As a HES, we can be proud that we, as
members of the HES, are the faithful servants of God whom the master has put
in charge of his household, the SMCC. We have given an authentic witness to
the world what it means for a small Church like ours to be in Synodal
communion and under a Synodal regime.

The SMCC is always thankful to God, that He has always set shepherds
pleasing to his heart to lead the flock in justice and righteousness. The Church
is ever grateful to the initial impetus given to the Synodal Communion of our
Church through the first Major Archbishop-Catholicos His Beatitude Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios of venerable memory. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis who leads blessedly the HES today, is a High Priest who
abides in the Hand of God. I have articulated partially his contribution to our
Church, the Universal Church and to the world in an article to be published in
Kahalam soon. 1 say so to save time and ...

Let us be justly but humbly proud and happy for what we are today.
Our evaluation and self-understanding will be our cooperation with the Holy
Spirit who guides us continuously on the right path of justice and peace and
unity and communion.
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Common Decree of Appointment of the New Bishops

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

APPOINTMENT OF
VERY REV. MSGR. GEORGE KALAYIL
AS THE EPARCHIAL BISHOP OF PUTTUR
And

APPOINTMENT OF

VERY REV. MSGR. JOHN KOCHUTHUNDIL

AS BISHOP
OF THE MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Prot. No. 5/2017
ALCRLE
MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS

Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

gﬂ' raternal greetings and apostolic blessings to our venerable sons Very Rev.

Msgr. George Kalayil, priest and Administrator of the Eparchy of Puttur, and
Very Rev. Msgr John Kochuthundil, priest of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum, who have been elected Bishops by the Holy Episcopal Synod of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church!
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#od always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church. Now that

the Eparchial See of Puttur after the retirement of our venerable Brother, the
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios lying vacant, and as our venerable
Brother the Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, being appointed the
Apostolic Exarch of St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune, is to be relieved from his office
as the Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of our Church, we turn our
attention to provide vigilant pastors of souls to these offices, priests “of good
standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom whom we may appoint to these
tasks” (Acts 6:3). Hence, the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on 14 July 2017
elected Very Rev. Msgr. George Kalayil as the Bishop of Puttur, and Very Rev.
Msgr. John Kochuthundil as the Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

@herefore, by virtue of canons 187 §1, 86 and 87 of the Code of Canons of

the Eastern Churches, e, Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the
Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, hereby,
appoint
Tery Refr. Msgr. George Ralayil, as the Bishop of Puttur,
and
Tery Refr. Msgr. John Rochuthuondil, as the Bishop of the Major
Avrchiepiscopal Curia, assigning the Titular See of Turburo Maggiore.

You will have the rights and duties inherent in your office and status. You are
obliged to strictly safeguard all the requirements prescribed by the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches and the Particular Laws and legitimate customs
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
Venerable Sons, having been raised to a new position in the Church, you will
persist to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be poured out on
the entire People of God of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Your
ministries in various fields and in the different apostolates of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church had been for the greater Glory of God and for the
good of His People. We are confident that these new canonical provisions of

offices will enable you to work towards the spiritual and pastoral prosperity of
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

qﬂou shall set before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors of the

Universal Church and the ardent prophetic zeal of the Servant of God
Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios of venerable memory and all the other
illustrious prelates of our Church. Evangelisation is our mission. To bring
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together all the separated brethren of the St. Thomas Christian tradition of
India is a ministry most close to the heart of our Church. Hence, you shall
exercise the rights and obligations of your office for the good of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and the entire Universal Catholic Church and the
society at large.

Eothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our decree

and the new canonical provisions, shall be for the good of our venerable sons
Very Rev. Msgr. George Kalayil and Very Rev. Msgr. John Kochuthundil, and
produce abundant fruits for the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church in the
communion of the entire Christian Faithful of the Universal Church.

(Biven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate

Centre on the Fifth day of the month of August Two Thousand and Seventeen,
in the year of Our Lord, the Tenth year of Our Major Archiepiscopal Office.

Sd/-
¥MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
sd/-
* Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Curia Bishop and Chancellor
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Circulars & Pastoral Letters

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Circular

Catholicos Day — 2017

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church observes the Catholicos Day on 15
February 2017, Sunday, is the 12" anniversary of the elevation of our Church
as a Major Archiepiscopal Church sui iuris and the declaration of the Head of
the Church, pursuing the traditions of the Oriental Church, as Major Archbishop-
Catholicos. I wish that the Catholicos Day be an occasion to accomplish our
ecclesial ministry with more profound ecclesial bonds and to remember with
gratitude all the goodness available through the Universal Church.

We can say with joy that for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church the past
86 years were uninterrupted showers of blessings. Itis a contented remembrance
that we could conclude the Archieparchial level of inquiry of the first phase of
the canonization process of our venerable prelate Mar Ivanios, who radiated
the fragrance of holiness, on 25 August 2016, submit the historical documents
to His Eminence Cardinal Angelo Amatto, the Prefect of the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints on 6 September and get the permission to continue the
further steps. The responsibility of the children of Church is increasing that it
is only with a miracle resulting from intense prayer that this process will be
realized. Apart from the regular prayers and fasting, I urge the members of the
Church to pray with one time fasting on every Wednesday for this intention.
The prayer for the cause of canonization is to be recited collectively after Holy
Qurbono, before the commencement of Sunday School and after the completion
of family prayer.

The Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy that commenced on 8 December
2015 and concluded on 20 November 2016 gave life to a new vision. His
Holiness, Pope Francis reminds us that though the Year of Mercy has come to
aclose, God continues to be the perennial spring of divine mercy. The Apostolic
Letter, Misericordia et Misera (Mercy and Misery) published on 21*November
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in this regard, has attained the attention of the world. The Holy Father advises
us that we have to cherish in future happiness, faithfulness, enthusiasm and
divine mercy endurance, care and grace of God we received in the Jubilee
Year of Mercy and never stop our indulgence in the acts of mercy (MM 5). In
order to continue the radiance of Jubilee of Mercy in the Universal Church,
Pope exhorts that the second last Sunday of the Liturgical Year has to be
observed as the World Day for the Poor. The jobless, the under waged, the
homeless, and the ones who endure hardships in the name of faith and religion,
are the ones suffering on account of the noble human nature. In this Apostolic
Letter, Holy Father Pope Francis teaches us that we are obliged to disseminate,
in fraternal union, the Christian mercy to these people (MM 19). Through this,
let us be poor in wealth and rich in love. In connection to the Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy, all Eparchies in our Church have carried out different
types of charity activities. I wish and pray that let many more be the beneficiaries
of such benevolent acts.

One of the boldest and noblest decisions taken in the light of the ideas
developed from the first Assembly of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
convoked in 2011 was the formation of the Suvisesha Sangam (Gospel Ministry
Team). The goodness received is so great within five years of its formation.
The dream of the Servant of God, Mar Ivanios; through the formation of mission
in many places, the ways of making literally possible the dream of spreading
the fragrance of Gospel to whole India through the Malankara Church by God
are wonderous.

Our daily experiences reveal how God prepares many people in advance,
to the growth and insemination of our ecclesial communities in every place.
On this Catholicos Day, let us decide to welcome with extended arms such
new visions, way of life and traditional heritages and to extent the hands of
openness, broadmindedness and prayer.

Catholicos Day is also an occasion to help, through sthothrakazhcha, the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia and the Catholicate Centre instituted to co-ordinate
and execute administrative and apostolic activities of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. We set apart the offerings on the day for this purpose. Through
this, a mind of helping sincerely the ecclesial ministries is to be deepened in
every faithful. Through this sthothrakazhcha, we have to be able to give a
portion of blessing mercifuly given by God for the common activities of the
Church. For that, the faithul are to be intimated in advance and encouraged by
Rev. Parish Priests. Not only parishes, but also all our institutions, religious
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communities and their provinces need to generously take part in this endeavor.
The Eparchial Bishops collating sthothrakazhcha and offerings collected from
their respective Eparchies will submit to the 21st Holy Episcopal Synod
commencing on 6 March 2017. Superior Generals and Provincial Superiors
have to submit sthothrakazhcha, and offerings of their respective religious
congregations to the Curia office, before the commencement of the Holy
Episcopal Synod. I wholeheartedly appreciate and thank those who generously
contributed to the cause last year.

The Catholicos flag is to be hoisted and the pledge is to be sworn in all our
parishes, mission centers and institutions after the Holy Qurbono on the
Catholicos Day. I do appreciate, prayerfully remember and praying for the
Bishops, Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters and the faithful who are involved in the
missionary activities of our church in different parts of the world.

May God shower His grace and blessings on each one of you and our
church!

Your humble servant in the Lord.

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

N.B.: This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship
during the Holy Qurbono on Sunday 5 February.

71



Circulars & Pastoral Letters

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

No. CCL 2/2017 06.04.2017

avAH9) eI
oe3alnilg]l dlmo 2017

@REIAIMBY allMIGHMICO, QUMY GHIN0AlTNIEHH2[0N0EO, OMIODMOCO, 6NIa),
06UEkHEO, HUDROVARIEO, TVMTI®ED, BAOMIM (afl@ aillvoomile:csa!

“algaiwleo; GAIRISHIGCOD 2lj0)B60. @R@IMIT @6 allge)alwleaiss calel
96060 @GPWVHHOIM aflzallend MM (aBMCkee0ld” (acmo 9:37-38)

2e18:0 MVCIVOM] &EEMmILlend TR HOBANIS] (A108@MNMIGIM20W] oD
Qa0 @RYalBIEO)M® 2017 OHAYW 7-00 IV @Y. ANOTIR0 MOLOW)OS
(@1 1H0eMODBIOA 100-00 AGHIHEOMOS MENITWlajoem 0D aesalalg]
(a10@@NMO BlMo MIo MVAIlEUEHRIW] @Y 2IBlH)IND). HOBAUCIHING OBHOal
AL@ICWIS ‘@OHD®’ )M (Al O BNHO}HW)o, (S1AV@aleg UBlay@io ag)al
®00206M R10NCHOMBODAN) MDBH &H06Mla)) MBIHWV)o H2IT® aldl. @GR
PWEajoor! He3Aa0lmo mlocagl, cmuRlaleomlenes HAOmoalom Ano®I
9a|S)0M)BHW)0, @RAMNSIHOD OHHUWNS @MEAUCDTICEINE HOBAURMEOI @M
WNE9)BHWo OaIQ)H af)MBS®o6M 063AIAINS] TVI1G01Ee9)MAIV)PS MGV
»wano BOMIQN0. D MIECWINa)BOMIB:06mMaBIMIo, BO®Y TUIH:0M@IM)
2001 MAMOS AHHOB @YaOIOMo HalQ)d: af)aN@IEM D FlMO2lEMOBIG
(oD BIBH 0.

@EANOS)H»)S] @RYWIBIH6)AI0MIEN) CWWD) @OG UBlaHIDIOD HDGOEEVNS)
OOO. @CMINSIajo MV)ANEUnHo @RAIVIEN)AIM)0, GO MIDOTICE OLUW)OS
(alUBOD U3 ©21QQAIMI0 @AIBHS @RAS)M Mleomano M@E;] (AAGHNI
3:13).

agel aiigleg)psio allimlenss oe3uoio Allglesneq]s)an @Yl ailglajal
GMOASIa]o BRVIBIE) ag) MBS I6M). D@ l@], mgogdoé (MNEBRSIT3 Mo
&06MIMM)o OMAD. al0)3ITVOVI@3 OBl MuNlaila] @RYBYG:SINICTIIOAL
@ROUEEBESIOSOAl0 QlY0aIdla] B0) HHBAIHO OTAICD] a0 alGlalWea]
S}OM)EMIUWE, MAMOS al)BaildE000S0a]alo, MMVEVD RMHMEWINSIa]alo
MO0 MSHHAM 60} HOBAUOAD a0aoSIH a)IVME0l}0 GRAMGla{lenam).
@RM)EAl0OL! @AINS)M HMOOMS)OMAUAR MIEIM0o HOBAUMIO)R)MIT3 QIYdal
BlOOMBS B0} HSal0S aBOQSIENHWo 621V@AIEOWVIO}AM). HD HEOBAITVI

72



On Vocation Day

anlaL oMEAIEBUY Meem @RM)MVAGla{ledan@ Mo ag®) Rlallmoaimuno]
GRIGY (alGQIUTlajorNo @R® 6OHBAUCMNIS)H)SI BRVIGIEHIMS88 @AISIHOD
SHEMAEM af)MNDIEM. BRM)CAIE! HOBAI0 ME2RS)ES] MMM @YWIBIe)M)
af)aM @RMIBAIGENUOEL Qo MG RMes)aN).

00688l af)M®OBHINE B)S)0en! RIN@oMmIVIeIsn)o, alDEasI®Y
madafle Rlalleomicalsn)o, agamun Rlalmomleelsns8s HecAIOmInM
SHEMODOMWOEN @OAMOROLNMND. lGlUd}ELOCD MTIAUCDAMIGI B OOW,
806000)0MAY0 ®ILHM 20V @RY(N 01BN & W)o, OD 6N S) HO) HW)o
e216Qeme aly®imun R1allmoaImna:g0em 80600 eecalIalglw)o. Mm0erosIMvo
D@8 EPWIHOIMR0W OO ®A HHBAUASOW (ald:008lalee) )0, al)dem]
SOHNGHWV0 H2IYIN® 630008 BOMIMY RIalmOBIceIcH90, HeaIEle: -aTVada o
21 OOMICRICHDI, a0 RIANMOMICRIGHND (AIGAIUTIEH)EMIOPI6).

990I0a0lS RIN®OmIVIERISS (alCUBlee)MAId ®6EB8)eS 21l al8:0
glodll 6Bl MTEHIW] MUK jlElen)an @RSIOM H:eN3CMIMIV] (aI10G@N
Moaf)@alo al@lWodlenemo. BRM)GAIIAEI alDGEOIMY MVMIOaV RIail® o
GRIBE BHSAMAUOYAN af)Ll0 H)eIm)6EBgElNo0, GRSITLNIMaIERdWV] 2eMIWIA
CHPENMNB @RY(Na0o HOBAUCOMINSIalo BRHWICIHN)H af)INBBMIH6Mo. DD
@RY(Na0o ®IQIDIH)EMIOPIMELI0 @BRAINSIHOD allide2l18j0m)o, @@IM)EAIME]
af)2l0o DEalHHIHHIM)o BOIWE YOIOIBYAND. GWU}MINM @ROYSEe 2 IYYAN):
“ag)eam @RMNAIENNIM @RYDACIEHNMAIMD TVIWo alBl® e a] af)ead aillmosel
063" (E)EN0 14:26) o)) GWUO)MILOOM @PMIWAIBNAUOMBS Ailgl aquIle:@]
#9)CMIOU3 MEMOS BAIMO, RO ®IBHUI, TLMUGD), MLNOMAIMEBBU @)SEBBIW
266 (all@ealg alelm)o 9GalsHlafls H6GAI00RY MIRAIG] ag)aD Bl 6T
2MaTIG8 NS BOSOMBS BO@Y0 MI0 ARBOQS) BN EWOETD).

COU)AIIEMINSIalo RIAMB9)QI0M)0, @RAIS)POm 00850 0D @)2A1V1G3
oM N0Alee)AI0M)o, @OAINS)M Men AlS]Ee)d:W)0, HDVEEIINS)HN)W)R06I)
9210®® (GWIa0. 15:16). HOBAOTIHMG AllFlW)o HDOHETMS)afjo GRAIS)CODHE
MEIOS)BS ABTIN® TMVEMaOCHIH @PSWOIsM0EM. D aflgl @rANs)M) atis
9a]S}aMAIRBHIEN MT)d>. ARHVGIMIT HasaCIOd allgl aurle:dlen)alom)o,
®10)MVRVILNHS @RANS)ECOMHE U0)(Ud)aH alQOM)o @RYDaODBB B:)EIMEROS
BOENBOM)AUIM)0, G0Nl {len)aom)o, BRAIBEHIV] 663l H0)MIVIBIee)IMm
=Rlallmoaimunuicelss @PAIDO MO1B9)AI0M)o, 2OMIallMILUd, ©eAIGIE:AE,
M2dafl®ad, allvav alGlwolelsd, BRALYIAIDBA@, BAMAVOCLISMO BIONIAaCHUD
nQ)(TTﬂ(')_IG)(D%OO MBADORMI ald(VOAHCHHENS 6.

00aIGld Mada{lo Rlallmomlcelsnas allgl rufle:clajaid ®asg)es ailg
WOSWV)o, H@OHENMS)a OG0 @YPANo @RAMNAIL (adla] allU)ELAIW B0}
Rlallmo MOe9)Q0MBS MIEWINO ABOQSIHN) WM. M6BBUY @RYWIBIH6)IM
Rlalleoammilom aaomio (Wadla] ®a@Bg)es allglcwos alIMO® o)eIdos]
@RHMBEOMIOS R1ailee)MaIEdsm WLNIAMOOMITE ee3aIailg] qule0lajad.

73



Circulars & Pastoral Letters

Mo®aI®o® @PAIOeS =1allmo §e3aAlS] alGlGaldaHsMOMIMBS (aIWOM
Dalowlwosm. adla] eesaailg] qule0lajaio)es B)BROMid®U oM Rlalm
COMIS)B ©AI0)aflm)o, MloTLEWIM)elsWILEIVIS)NE. @P@IMIG @EaBUBHE
eidla] allglenmavy®acd, ailglajaimo® YIS @alemIs alfleajdam)
OO MM®HSV)o @MY (W a0 TMIHMW)o BOBNOMILNOS 211 HHOM
andandleo madaflmd (weblesnmemms. d)sjomiRlalomaamm allgl eiclay
QI HHBGHME®CAUI2TlROWI mxm(omﬂamg alCWONo L&ma«asg@mm@ga@“.
®63B8)es RN RIWAI TUI1E:G]2f)eE:06NE TVAAOTHITE @GO
9a]|30IE6 GEBBB)HS TVMUCN)0, DalCWINAUTVD)ENBY0 alB) AU ECHOENB@OE.
@®IMo@3 eesalailgl qurle:dlajalid ®aB3)0s QSIS ©ald)ud @1Gla]ol
6010y, A1V, HOBAB: A IDIBE WIRIFE3EeAM)0, AllUDIN®EIW] B3 LSl
dla] allglolcd R1al@ocm oo MeImladen)aom)o alGl(UoalECHNMBM)eNS. (Al
@000 HOBAUCOMINSOOD 21alBe)MAIGHS HOBA0 MBI Afludlatis BOMDO6M)
@RYMMBo. MABL[I®B BRYNBOBING MVISUIBHSBOHOM m@%e@@ggmcooaﬁ.

eesaallg] qurle:06meamMm® 80) l3ailewd, B80) ¢Roelewo MVMUIRE1HE)
MD@)GalOIVEl. a0la], HOBAOOD TLMIOGEIEN)G MBS LlG:Hi0 AI(MED
oM Qoo @emmAelmaow]58s). HOBAUOMING TVEOHV lIMI®MVAEC®)
GMUI0P)o, AVUD)a0 MBIV 90 allailw vd)(U0)aHBUE 6 21Q))EMUIP)o
@OIHPOWEI00 BRSITLOIMo HOBAUHO TVMUIEIER)H -~ MVMIIEl2] HOBAIOOD
2SI AUBHE HBOS)HNG ~ af)TMBI®) DR af)I @RAIEOIBleeEMo.

@RRaIOLIM U0)(U0)aHWIT3 BRME)MGHORNIWY HHBAIAIGIAIOLIM @PM)BANBS)IM
B0)TVRWOEM MANES®. HHBAOTIOG AllFIEWS MVBQYIGRMO TVa0G:Bla] HOBAI
3oaVM 208 MDAUMIEWINT all®OAiled BaOTMIW HOAIMYHAEM DRI VYOI
@OM &HEOMILNBHITNEWINAI @PRAIEIGASH)0 MadalMAsH)0 DBB®. D
2aOOMIW HEIMYEH0 DUBHHIENEIOB06ME, MVEIU0)(UD}aHUBHIW] TVABa{lee)a103
@REME0 WIAURM TV}AOLOMEHUWB, HOAUR]E:, TVMLOTV AUSIGHSICRIBS BHSINAI
GOMEIW1B1H6)aM). BOOM@MIG3 M908 MVIAIEUDAH (AIAIBGMMo MSTMIM ald]
U0)ELMVloaNOMVMo @RMY(Wasdla] GRMYAIG]JIG1HN) oM. 21)0)6331W D B0el
wsallmsslad aolavodilene @RIV, @RYIVIAILNERNIOHE AlaHm @ROo
Elenomd mmee BFlemIS)ens. av)allcraHe0ISlajo HMIWOATCMICIH WOBIBo
TLNEIBBU3 ROOMATIENEE. AflWddLIZOW MEMOS DD TVIRLIMHUB DalEWONeA]
S}0M)Q0M ©OAUR]BH0)0SW0 MMV OYOSWI0 EH)0AOE6NE MA)BS TV
09)alal. Mada 0w Wodze HOAGI;:EO MA)HE GRYAINDYMENS. GRM®)EAID
OIS MVMIDMIMIBHSIOS 00T ME2OS 2laHM (AIUBCMMEBBOSW)o, VAT
GUOaH (aIQIBOIMEEBSBIOS HIOYHHUAMOWWI0 oBO0 B)B6NILIN0H61eB66NE]0]
B9)o6M. HOBAAINSISB)OS &)0Ql MRWHS @RELIOCLIB:MWV)OS QAUSBOV®)o,
&00)16M (A IAUBOMMEBBB)OS AllB:0TVHTH V)0, GBRIaHEBO020W] 1UdWIEN)o ag)an
@@ MotoalEl. GRWTIMICE HOBAUCTIGEISE GLIGOOD MWBNMMTIM)o,
M) QllEUAUCIHNOMG 2 )EOONBIHHIV] (I MEH)IMGIM)0, 0 YEVIFIMO}OSW)o
UMMV O}OSW)0 af)siRo AUARLIG] AGIWIB:). @AMOI®:S)OS af)eROWIL)Ss

74



On Vocation Day

QIGRLMARENBOWIM A(MED NJMAIONIW BO) DMHDD HMOKENSIOD ald]
wleilaflenyalomo MVORLYDOD).

22180 MVICIVWIMT] B&EOMILINBHITVEBWINS (AIGMLEBR0W Tvoailwom@Bilano,
alvnoEmeIoBIene §9AIGle: TVMIM® R1AlMOMmIV)GS1celes)?)88 aecaIail
SlO)OS GO0 MOBIMI0 alBlGaldaHEMOMIM)R0W1506N Moo eeBAIAIS]
VB9)eMEIW)88 TV)MAO0GRIMY GH2ATaHM) 0)alo HBHIS)OWISBI®. @REIQUMY
qVOM)QIM3 BOB Hag)EOMIEWITV af)a{lNVEHH0J0WOS @RELYHHDWIENC EMDY
®IOEn206M 66BN EGaI0EN0NOM GABERAIBINIOSISUE NSEHYMD. 2017 agallcd
30-00 @1V )O3 HOW 7-00 M1V AlANWEBBIW aldlaldSle:ud DUBeENI
881210306 ‘9e3aals] @YPal’ @OV @RYaldlee)m ®10)R0M) 2floee)H
WoeM. @PM1OM allaloeEBUs MEMINSIalo Gal@BHMNE. HOBAINNE] &:0n1a:ad
OIV(HSO120@ 0al. GAWI. €¢2206M8 &)glwilelajm)o, 0al Gwd. MIUE @RYABW)
@06M). @A@MMVO2)B8S (H2106MEBBUB SAUBGHSIG3 MSAMEMRM) MEMa0
COMINS 6MIM 3032 o loeyam).

MIOS B)51B0386)AUNE] (A l0BMOENIAUOM)0, AlDEOIASI® §-TVM LIV
210 OOMICRIES @OLInI0|D)BS &)6I0IN)EBRUBEN)EAINE B(AIOENVIAOMo MTIH:)
QIMo, HHBAIAIS] &J0MNG:B)0 H)Sld:SINS TVoNREBBB)0, DSBS (B2
SOlHH)QU0M)0 2OWMEEBUE HHBAINIS] Gl IDTVIAOM DaldUSlB:8066] B0QIAIOM)o
HFlwemo. ©93aIallg] ¢aIOTNI0MHRIN PO OAUIGICDAOTIELINS af)2ld DO
all®069e8W)o 6NIn0). §OABG:OOW)o, TVMITVMOOWIo AMIRL YAl 0W)o,
@RUBOOO (0)(U0)aHlHOHSWV)o FMIM 2 NAMELIN|S}TMAN). CGRIGOM1O03 ailailw
B0EBBRZIG3 BEIE:0 TVYCIWOM] BCOMIRILHNI MVRWAS (A INIBOMEBSIG3 AIYdaly
®oOWVIGlEaM MAMES af)eld @REIAMY all®IEHMINOW)o GREINOW GlaloH®
HOW)o (AIEM Yo @REIMMEENBHW)o MBICWINS EPMITVACIHN)EBW)0, @OAIGH)
calenE] (a108mO1H9)HW)0 HaIYAM). HOBAI0 OF H0JEMW)0, BMY(NaOEBBB)0
MEBBUE BOGOIO}OMOIOHSERLN0 MEMNOS TLVRWIOSEALN0 AUBHILHOT ag)aM)
(a108@0189)aM). DLIE:O TVYOIVIM] BEOMILINBNITVE alDEOasImY TVMIAV®
063UQNSBHWBOBMNE TVMUMADIBHOT af)M MEH6 O8B)0)B] (10BMT1He0.
2)100idse)0 2W1Ba@I0}MISIOHNF @OMY(Na0EEBU3 EMOYIM).

ag)am,
SHBOMONIG3 MeBB8)0s QM1 U0)(Uo)aHl

¥ enicavellcwray &33g1maud glalavy
22180 TVIOIWIM] HECOMOIRIBHITVERW)HS
caRAd @RAaf)milatia]-&0cmILNEnIMIONI0.

N.B.: oom qudee)eid oesaailgl (a108momoaone @RooElen)mm 2017 aglail@d 30-0o @1
0000021 MAOS af)Ll0 aIBSld:gleno, Alatad EH(BEBSIRl0, @RHOOWMO CH(MBEBS]No
afl. ©)3nIomacELy AIWIECHHEIRMOEN.

75



Circulars & Pastoral Letters

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

) * : Major Archiepiscopal Curia
- ] Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

06.04.2017
No. CCL 2/2017

Cicular
VOCATION DAY 2017

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Mt 9:37-38).

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates Vocation Prayer Day
this year on 7 May 2017. This Vocation Prayer Day is celebrated particularly
in relation with 100" anniversary of the apparition of Our Lady of Fatima.
Like the Holy Mother who said ‘yes,” to the salvific plan of God and showed
us how to live the discipleship of Christ, the mission and duty of persons who
receive the divine call are, by fulfilling the God’s will, to glorify the Lord
through their own life and to guide people of God to His salvation experience.
The primary aim of the observance of this day is to exhort our children for the
realization of this mission and for the reception of mission.

Jesus had chosen his disciple to be with him. Along with He gave them
the mission of proclaiming the Good News and doing the salvific works in His
name, and gave them the work of salvation in His name (Mk.3.13).

The goal behind every call is that the person who is called is to be with
the person who called. This is what we see in the books of Genesis and Exodus.
The book of Genesis introduces a God who engages with the members of the
First Family in Paradise while the book of Exodus presents a God who always
accompanies the ancestors and the Israelites. Likewise, those who are selected
by Him stayed in the presence of God. These experiences of God’s presence
remind us His invitation to be with God in any status of life we enter. Similarly,
the experienced-conviction is generated in us that God is with us always.

The vocation denotes the invitation of God to family life, priestly-
consecrated life, and single life. Each vocation is a distinct life path that each
one, filled with the grace of the Holy Spirit, should desire ardently and choose.
The Christian vocation founded on baptism is be enlightened and is realized
when a person enters into married life, priesthood - consecrated life or single
life.
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Those who enter into marital life shall try prayerfully to find out the
person, decided by God to be his/her partner. Similarly, the fundamental desire
of all children, who desire to enter into priesthood - religious life, must be to
be with God. When this desire intensifies one follows Him and be ready to
give up everything for that. Jesus says, “If any man would come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Lk 14:26). When the
vocation to follow Jesus is recieved we undertake the mission of marching
forward with the aim of building the Kingdom of God by leaving aside our
home, parents, wealth, positions etc.

Jesus invited and selected us to live with Him and to establish His
kingdom on this earth (Jn15:16). The invitation and selection of God is a sign
of His personal love for us. This call is given to the people whom He loves.
Hence, the parents, priests, religious, faith-formators, teachers, leaders of pious
associations, etc. should ardently try to find out and encourage the children to
accept God’s call and to serve Him through the Church and guide them to the
life which God has prepared for them.

Those who received the call to consecrated life are undertaking the
intention to lead a holy life by comprehending the depth and meaning of the
selection. The person who lives in happiness by realizing the dignity of one’s
life in which one is and being faithful to their vocation, is the one who really
received God’s call. Their contented life is an important means for the promotion
of vocation. On the contrary, the scandalous behaviour of those who accept
the vocation caused hatred and disinterest towards this life. Therefore, the
consecrated ones, being faithful to their call, pay more attention to walk in the
paths of goodness and blessings by staying together with Jesus Christ, the one
who called. Those who received the call of family life has to utilize the wealth
in a Christian manner. Accepting what is need in their life, they have to share
their gift given by God to those who live with Him. Consecrated people are
called to witness this joy.

Accepting God’s call is not the same as earning a job or a status. Rather,
the only goal intrinsic to this call is to possess God. We have to know that,
while building the Church of God and doing various ministries for the
construction of the society, the foundation of all these is possessing God -
giving others God whom we possessed.

Ours is a church that experience wonderful God’s providence in pastoral
ministry. The pastors and religious of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
has the great heritage of the Servant of God, Mar Ivanios who cooperated
wholeheartedly with God’s call. Inheriting this great heritage, many young
people have to come to the paths of priesthood and religious life for dedicating
themselves for the service of the Church. The Holy See allowed us with the
blessing to carry out the evangelization works throughout India. Within a short
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period of time, we have been able to initiate a mission in Orissa, Andhra and
Assam. There are many places in India where the light of Gospel has not yet
reached. We are not able to use these vast possibilities because of the scarcity
of priests and religious. We need many of dedicated priests. Likewise, the
scarcity of the Religious has been weakening our missionary activities and the
effectiveness of evangelical activities. There is no doubt that the shortage in
vocation will badly affect the spiritual growth of the Church and the extension
of works of charity. Therefore, the number of Priests and Religious have to
increase to lead the world to God and to work for the progress of the Gospel.
To train and select a suitable group is possible only when there is an increase
in the number of candidates.

In the special system and context of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, we have formed the Synodal Commission for Vocation for the
encouragement and nurturing of God’s call to priesthood and religious lives.
The action plan of the Vocation Promotion is being presided over and lead by
Most Rev. Dr. Samuel Mar Irenios. It is decided to observe ‘the Vocation Week’
with various programmes from 30 April to 7 May 2017. Its details are attached
with. Rev. Dr. John Kuttiyil and Rev. Dr. Sr. Ardra SIC are the Secretaries of
the Synodal Commission for Vocation. I affectionately remind that the
arrangements are to be made accordingly in parishes.

In order to pray for our children and to encourage children who are
interested in priestly-religious life, vocation camps and conferences shall be
arranged in parishes, and modern media shall be used as a means of vocation
promotion. I entrust with all parents, Rev. priests, sisters, catechism teachers
and altar servers the responsibility of vocation promotion. I do appreciate and
remember with gratitude all our Bishops and lay people who are engaged in
the activities of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in different parts of the
World and pray for them. I do pray that may God shower His mercy and
blessings upon on each one of you and on our Church. Let us pray whole
heatedly that may the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church be blessed with lots of
vocation to priesthood and religious life. Wish you all the blessings of Holy
Easter.

Your humble servant in the Lord

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

The Major Archbishop Catholicos of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

NB:- This Circular should be read on 30 April 2017, the Vocation Prayer Week,
during the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
Blessings from Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos,
the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church and the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
to the Metropolitan-Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corespiscopoi, Rambans,

Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No CPL 1/2017

Praise be to the self-existent,
almighty, eternal and consubstantial, Triune God!

Second Phase of the Cause of Canonisation
of Servant of God Mar Ivanios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The canonical inquiry (First Phase) at the Archieparchial level of the Servant
of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios which started eighteen years before is concluded
with the official ceremonies at St. Mary’s Cathedral Church, Pattom, on 25
August 2016. Then, the original documents on the venerable life and heroic
virtuous acts of the Servant of God prepared canonically were officially handed
over to His Eminence Angelo Amato, the President of the Congregation for
the Canonization of Saints in Rome on 8 September 2016, on the Birth day of
the Holy Mother of God.

In this occasion I inform with affection all faithful of Church that the
historical Second phase of cause of canonization of the Servant of God Mar
Ivanios has begun in blessed way in Vatican on 31 January 2017. On the same
day morning at 6.30am, the Holy Qurbono and Dhoopaprarthana were
celebrated at the Tomb chapel Pattom. I gladly inform all that special prayers
and Eucharistic adoration were held at Aramana Chapel, Pattom, while the
function officially started in Rome (Indian time in the afternoon at 2.00 am -
Vatican time in the morning 9.30 am),

Rev. Dr. Cherian Thunduparampil CMI is appointed Postulator of the Casue
of Canonization of our beloved Aboon in the Congregation for Cause of Saints
from the Holy See. As the representative of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
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Church, Rev. Sr. Dr. Sandra Kannakara SIC is also appointed as External
Collaborator of the canonical examination and study of the Cause. At the
beginning of the second phase of the cause of canonization, as a presence of
our Church, Rev. Sr. Sandra and representatives of our priests and sisters in
Rome participated.

Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kochuvilayil has been appointed as General
Coordinator of the follow-up process of the canonization of the Servant of
God in the Major Archieparchial level.

For the special intervention of heaven on this subject, the whole Church
must be earnestly attentive in prayer, fasting and penance. Let us glorify and
praise the Almighty God, who led us to this day. Holiness is the gift of God
and the Saints are dazzling models of the Church. It is needed the sign of
Heaven to raise the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios to the status of
sainthood. A visible sign showed by Heaven has to happen through the heavenly
intercession of our venerable prelate. Let us offer this ardent desire of us before
the Almighty God. Let us pray with sacrifice, that may this Shining Sun of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church be venerated in the altar of the Universal
Church. In thee they trusted, and were not disappointed (Ps.22:5). May this
Bible verse strengthen us in this matter.

I exhort with affection all to engage in activities that are dear to God like
celebrating the Holy Qurbano, offering the Holy Qurbano, participating in the
Holy Qurbano, visiting the Blessed Sacrament, reciting rosaries of Holy Mother
of God and the Divine Mercy, doing charity works, etc. Every day after the
Holy Qurbano, prayer for the canonization of the Servant of God should be
prayed in all our parishes, ashrams and convents.

Headmaster/headmistress has to make arrangements to recite together this
prayer before the commencement of the catechism classes in all parishes of
our Church. We all should remember that the prayers of the children will pour
out much more for this intention.

I inform you with affection that Bishops, Rev. Fathers, Religious, and all
Faithful of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, should pray with one time
fasting for this intention on every Wednesday from 8 February 2017 onwards.
Through prayer, Moses, the humble, divided the sea; Hananiah and his friends
were saved from the fiery furnace. The inhabitants of Nineveh were saved
through prayer and fasting. These experiences give us more strength and
inspiration for our intention.
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From Servant of God, our saintly Father has to be further raised to the
status of Venerable, Blessed and Saint.

We, as a Church have taken up an intention that has to be fulfilled in the
pleasing of heaven. Therefore, we must have deep conviction on the great
self-denial and constant prayer in this matter. I remind you all that this prayer
with fasting intention shall be taken with wholeheartedly.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

® Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
01.02.2017
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read in all our Churches, Mission Centres and Centres
of worship during the Holy Qurbano on the coming Sunday.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
Blessings from the Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos,
the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church and the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
to the Metropolitan-Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corespiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No CPL 2/2017

Praise be to the self-existent,
almighty, eternal and consubstantial, Triune God!

64™ Commemoration of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The 64* Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios, a karmayogi, assigned by God to heal the wound of the Coonan Cross
Oath in 1953, a venerable shepherd, who had taken to his heart the idea of
evangelization of India, will be celebrated from 1 to 15 July at St. Mary’s
Cathedral Church, Pattom. There will be a solemn Pontifical Holy Qurbono
and special prayer services at the Tomb Chapel, on 15 July, the Day of
Commemoration. His Beatitude Cardinal Mar George Alencherry will be the
chief guest in the commemoration feast of this year.

The Servant of God Mar Ivanios had always tried to think by keeping
unity and missionary activities with evangelical orientation closer to his own
life. “In order to turn the worldly people to God, there should be evangelists
who has true devotion to God and love of God. The spreading of the Gospel is
to be undertaken not only by words and verses but also by virtuous deeds and
fraternal charity” (Girideepam 59). It is from this zeal of mission that the ideas
like evangelization of India, the inculturation, gentile mission and the third
Order of Bethany, were derived. The origin of such ideas in the beginning of
the 20™ century is a revolution on itself. The only reason behind this was the
desire to give an ecclesiastical new spirit to the Puthenkoor community. But
the majority of that community were not interested in seeing this, thinking
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seriously, or travelling through it. The result was that the Malankara Church
was led to agonizing peaceless situation. It is here that we have to understand
from the real conviction of unity the firm steps of the personality of Mar Ivanios.
When each of them is fulfilled in various places through the missionary activities
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the venerable Father might have happy
in Heaven.

The whole Church should pray intensively on the occasion of the canonical,
ecclesial and theological studies and official enquiries of the Second Phase of
the canonization Process of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios in the Congregation
for the Cause of Saints in Rome. Let us pray that the radiance of holiness, a
gift of God, be showered upon the Servant of God, through the special
intervention of the Heaven. Every day the people of different caste and creed,
as pilgrims, visit the Tomb of the Servant of God and offer their prayer intentions
and thus the blessing they receive are clear evidences of God’s recognition of
the sanctity of life and prayer life of the venerable father. It is needed the
recognition of the Universal Church through special process. I remind everyone
to fast on Wednesdays, without break, for this intention.

I specially remember in this context that the Mar Ivanios Prayer Ministry,
which began under the leadership of Sabhathala Suvisesha Sangam last year
on 1 July, is held without fail from 9 am to 5 pm, everyday. Many Parishioners
from near and far have already visited the tomb and prayed under the leadership
of the parish priests and members of Suvisesha Sangam. 1 especially appreciates
them in this context, and specially thank in the name of the Church. Thus, I
wish that all the parish communities in our Church celebrate the Holy Qurbano
by leading the prayer services at the tomb once a year. Each parish community
under the leadership of the Rev. Parish Priests, must think more seriously in
this matter and must come forward to lead to the intercessory prayer at the
Tomb Chapel. Likewise, those who come like that have to inform the
Sabhathala Suvisesha Sangam office in advance. I inform you all that the service
of a Priest for prayer, confession and counselling will be available at the Tomb
from 15 July onwards.

The period from 1 to 15 July is meant for special prayer, lent and fasting
for the entire Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. These spiritual preparations
will help us more to involve deeply in our ecclesial services, to dedicate in the
family relationships and for the sanctification of personal life. As in previous
years we celebrate the commemoration of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios with these spiritual preparations at the St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom. I
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specifically remind you that in all our Parishes, Religious houses, Formation
houses and Families special prayers and virtuous activities should be conducted
on these days. The Holy Mass, Prayer meetings and the adoration of the Blessed
Sacraments will be held in the tomb chapel every day. It will be a great blessing
to pray at the Tomb by the pilgrim groups from parishes. The Rev. Parish
Priests should give leadership.

I will be personally partaking throughout the main Padayatra that
start from Perunad of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta on 10 July. This main
Padayatra of which many pilgrims from various Eparchies of the Church
participate prayerfully will be led by the ecclesiastical level team of the
Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM). The Padayatras beginning
from the Eparchies of Tiruvalla, Mavelikara, Marthandam, Gurgaon and the
Exarchate of Khadhi- Pune and centres outside India will join the main
Padayatra. 1 invite everyone to participate in this Padayatra with spiritual
preparation and prayers. I remind you specially that those who participate in
this Padayatra should observe nombu for joining this spiritual ministry.
Everyone must pay attention to keep devotion and discipline of this Padayatra.

On 14 July, there will be evening prayers and a candle procession. On the
same day, after the evening prayers Kaiveppu Sushroosha (service of ‘imposition
of hands)’ of the 4* batch of Malankara Catholic Suvisesha Sangam will be
conducted. On 15 July, on the Day of the commemoration, there will be solemn
Holy Qurbono, Dhoopaprarthana and the Nercha. I invite all the Priests in
our Church to concelebrate the commemoration Holy Qurbano. In these days,
there will be a special opportunity for the Holy Confession. I specially invite
all of you to participate in the Holy Qurbano and other divine services and
receive the blessings. On these days there will be special opportunity of making
the sacrament of confession. I welcome heartily all to be blessed by participating
in the Holy Qurbano and other services in connection with the commemoration.

The uniqueness of wise virgins is not only lighting of the lamp but to keep
enough oil for it. The basis of the growth of today’s Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church is the vigilance shown by the venerable Father to cherish, to find out
and to nurture the divine services, in accordance with the flow of time. The
core of all activities of the venerable Father was the spiritual thought that God
is enough whether I live or die. That is the inspiration which prompted him to
climb down the Mundanmala renouncing everything. The strong conviction
of Beloved Father that God will never forsake those who trust in God, gave a
new beginning to the visions of the Puthenkoor Community. This intelligent
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person was not panic to the uplift of the marginalized and downtrodden of the
society. These courageous steps are the charitable activities undertaken by the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church with social commitment. They are sufficient
to provide a new direction in the community. Let us live as a true Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church faithful by following the footsteps of Servant of
God Archbishop Mar Ivanios. Let us seek the intercession of our beloved Father
for that. I pray that may this 64" Feast of the Commemoration a venue for this.

May God bless you all abundantly.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
05.06.2017
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Pastoral Letter should be read in all our Churches, Mission Centres,
Religious Houses, Formation Houses and Centres of worship during the Holy Qurbano

on Sunday.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
Blessings from the Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos,
the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church and the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
to the Metropolitan-Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corespiscopoi, Rambans,

Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No CPL 3/2017

Praise be to the self-existent,
almighty, eternal and consubstantial, Triune God!

87" Anniversary of Reunion Day, Sabhasangamam,
Episcopal Ordination and Enthronement

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The 87 anniversary of the Malankara Reunion Movement, an event
inscribed in golden letters in the history of the Universal Church as well as in
the history of the Church in India, is celebrated at the Mar Ivanios Nagar,
Adoor and is hosted by the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum on 20, 21
September 2017. The whole celebrations will be focusing on the motto -
“Witnesses of Unity and Co-citizens of Saints.”

Resonance of the Coonan Cross Oath in 1653 that tide the rope of discord
and division caused several divisions one after another in the history of the
Indian Church. Mar Thoma Christians who were one, are now divided into
several Churches, due to several reasons consequent to the Coonan Cross Oath.
It is true that the Fathers of the Malankara Church and its Faithful who
recognized the wounds and pain that resulted from the breaking away from the
communion of the Universal Church came forward not long after the division.
The special luck and unique mission of bearing fruits of unceasing efforts of
300 years flowed as a grace to Mar Ivanios, the shining star of Malankara, on
20 September 1930. When those who supported him and accompanied him
withdrew for various reasons and criticized severely, he went forward with
unflinching footsteps on the strong foundation of his relationship to God. God
convinced us through the growth of our Church for the past 87 years that the
decision was right. Let us thank the Lord with bowed heads.
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We began with the Archieparchy of Trivandrum and Eparchy of Tiruvalla
and now we have eleven Eparchies, one Exarchate, and 16 Eparchial Bishops
including one Major Archbishop-Catholicos, one Archbishop and two retired
Bishops. The prayer of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios wished to do
the mission work in the whole of India, is being realized when there Syro-
Malankara Catholic faithful coming from local children in India who speak
ten different languages of Malayalam, Tamil, Kannada, Hindi, Punjabi, Oriya,
Telugu, Marathi, Assamese, North-Eastern and it is our speciality. Our Church
achieved all these only through the universal ecclesial communion. The Holy
Spirit made us understand through ecclesial ministry and progress for the past
87 years (of our church) that the decision of Mar Ivanios that to avoid litigation
and to live in peace one should join the Catholic Church was right.

There are several special features when the Re-union Anniversary and
Sabhasangamam takes place at Adoor. It is said that Mar Ivanios had wished
to work at Adoor as his Centre before he chose Trivandrum as the Centre of
his activities. Now we have a lively Ecclesiastical District and a strong Parish
at Adoor. To promote Catholic Reunion through correspondence we had been
greatly helped by His Beatitude Moran Mor Ignathios Aprem II Rahmani, the
late Patriarch of the Antiochian Catholic Church. His present successor Moran
Mor Ignathios Yusuf Younan III Patriarch is our Chief Guest. Together with
the Patriarch a delegation also will take part in our anniversary celebrations.
As we know that many of our brothers and sisters of the Catholic Syrian Church
of Antioch and other Sister Churches in Iraq, Syria and other countries in the
Middle East are being persecuted. In order to remind that Lord’s mercy is with
those who have lost everything our valuable prayers should be with them. We
wish to give some financial assistance to our brothers “who are in trials and
persecution.” I specially remind our Faithful and our Institutions to take great
interest in this matter.

Our celebrations are a reminder of our indebtedness to the (public) society
and also of our social commitment. For that very reason this year in our Ecclesial
Gathering and Reunion Anniversary we take more charitable works avoiding
unnecessary expenses and observing green protocol. We have decided to give
one lakh rupees each to 25 poor families belonging to different caste and creed.
25 families in and around Adoor will be selected; without considering caste,
religion, community and politics.

We will take a few more charitable activities as per the availability of
finance. I expect sincere cooperation and generosity from each and every one
of you. Donations may be sent as cheque to:
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Major Archdiocese of Trivandrum
SB Account No. 0379053000011910
South Indian Bank, Kesavadasapuram, Trivandrum.

The second Guest of Honour at this gathering is His Grace Archbishop
Giambattista Diquattro, the Apostolic Nuncio to India. His Grace is attending
a public function of the Malankara Church for the first time.

As we are celebrating the 87th anniversary of the Reunion and
Sabhasangamam in Mar Ivanios Nagar, Adoor (Green Valley Convention
Centre), various programmes are being organized. On the 19th the newly
constructed parish-church at Adoor will be blessed and in the afternoon
vilambarakhoshayatra and Chayachitraprayanam from different eparchies will
arrive. On the 20® there will be ecclesial level meetings of MCCL, MCYM,
MCA and Mathrusangam along with Gospel-evening will be conducted. On
21+ of September, the main day of celebrations, there will be solemn Pontifical
Holy Qurbono (concelebration) and episcopal ordination will be conducted. I
heartly remind you all, children, ordained and consecrated persons of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church as ‘Witnesses to Unity and Co-citizens with Saints’
to take part actively in the functions and services and to cooperate making the
Re-union Anniversary most meaningful and for that remember in prayers during
the Holy Qurbono and Evening Prayer.

We are travelling along the most blessed historic paths as regards the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. Let us thank our Lord remembering God who
guided the children of Israel ‘day in a pillar of cloud and night in a pillar of
fire’ (Ex 13:21-22), likewise, takes care of and nurtures our Church.

“Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits” (Ps 103:2). On
5 August 2017, at 3.30 in the afternoon at Pattom St. Mary’s Cathedral Church,
I had officially informed all about the new canonical provisions and
appointments in our Church with the approval of Holy Father Pope Francis
(Prot No. 532/17-Ap.Nunciature), in the presence of our Bishops, priests,
religious and the representatives of lay Faithful. The Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum has been bifurcated and the Eparchy of Parassala has been erected
with Parassala as its Centre and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, the present
Bishop of America-Canada is appointed as its first Bishop. Most Rev. Dr.
Philipos Mar Stephanos, presently the Auxiliary Bishop of the Archieparchy
of Tiruvalla, is appointed the Bishop of America-Canada. Rt. Rev. Msgr. George
Kalayil, the present administrator of the Eparchy of Puttur where His Excellency
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios retired due to ill-health, is appointed as the
new Bishop in the eparchy. Everyone is hereby informed that Rt. Rev. Msgr.
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John Kochuthundil, the present Vicar General of the Major Archieparchy, has
been appointed the Bishop of the Curia of our Church and Apostolic Visitator
of the Faithful of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in Europe and Oceania.
It is for the first time that a canonical provision is established to serve the
children of our Church in the continent of Oceania, which includes Australia
and New Zealand. The Holy See has given the Titular See of Turburo Maggiore
to the Curia Bishop. The ecclesial and creative approach of the Holy See towards
the pastoral needs of our Church is very admirable. The Bishops-designate,
Msgr. George Kalayil and Msgr. John Kochuthundil will receive the order of
ramban on Thursday 24 August 2017 in the Eparchy of Puttur and on Saturday
19 August 2017 at St. John’s parish, Puthusserybhagam respectively. The
Episcopal Ordination of the Bishops-designate will be held at 8 am on 21
September 2017 at Mar Ivanios Nagar in Adoor. The Bishops of our Church
and the Syro-Malabar Church, Latin Catholic Church, the Antiochian Syrian
Catholic Church and of the Sister Churches will participate in the liturgical
services together with the members of our Church.

The inauguration of the Eparchy of Parassala and the enthronement of
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, the first Eparchial Bishop, will take place
afternoon at 2.00 pm on 23 September 2017 in Mar Ivanios Nagar prepared in
the premise of Nazareth home Church, Balaramapuram. The new eparchy is
inaugurated with Holy Qurbono, Sunthroneeso and a public meeting. The details
will be communicated to all in a time bound manner through ecclesial media.

The enthronement of the new Bishop of the Eparchy of Puttur will take
place on 30th September 2017 at St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, Nujibalthila. Details
will be communicated from the Diocesan Centre to all in time.

I am happy to inform that Most Rev. Dr. Philipos Mar Stephanos, the new
Bishop of the Eparchy of Queen of Peace in America and Canada will assume
office on 28 October 2017 at our Cathedral in New York.

For the care, protection and encouragement of the Holy See of Rome,
from the time of the establishment of the hierarchy of the Apostolic Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church upto this moment we extend our heart-felt gratitude to
His Holiness Pope Francis and His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the
Prefect of the Congregation for Oriental Churches and to His Grace Giambatista
Diquattro, the Apostolic Nuncio in India. I recall with great joy and affection
the mutual cooperation and the ecclesiastical far-sightedness and the pastoral
enthusiasm for caring each region and the loyalty to the Head of the Church of
the Fathers of the Holy Episcopal Synod. I also express our indebtedness
towards the Syro-Malabar Church and the Latin Church who always encourage
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us in our missionary activities and efforts at nation building. I recall with
gratitude the cordial relationship of the general public with us.

I recommend the new Eparchy of Parassala to your prayers. With affection
I remind you all that it is a great blessing that the priests of our Church taking
interest with the permission of their respective metropolitan bishops to join
and work in the new Eparchy, or to render the priestly ministry for a certain
period of time. All know that financial assistance and encouragement are more
needed for the Eparchy of Parassala.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, especially the Major Archieparchy
of Trivandrum is concerned as we are passing through moments of great joy
and of gratitude in divine presence. A new Eparchy has come at Parassala
comprising the Southern regions of the vast Major Archieparchy. We see in the
proposed Eparchy of Parassala the brilliant testimony of the active missionary
activity of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum. The new Eparchy is mainly
formed of the churches in the ecclesiastical districts of Parassala, Kattakada
and Neyyattinkara. The boundaries of the new Eparchy; in the South the border
of Kerala State, in the North the Karamana River from Kundamankadavu Bridge
to the Arabian Sea via Poonthura, in the East the road that stretches from
Kundamankadavu Bridge upto Kottoor via Uriyacode, Vellanadu, Kuttichal
and in the West the Arabian Sea. According to the above-mentioned boundary
the parishes of Tiruvallam and Nelliyode of the present ecclesiastical district
of Trivandrum will be in the new Eparchy. The Puliyarakonam parish of the
present ecclesiastical district of Kattakada will be in the Major Archieparchy
of Trivandrum. There are 103 parishes in the new Eparchy. There are 31
presbyteries, 23 religious houses, one arts college, 12 aided schools, 59 different
educational institutions and 5 centres of charitable in the new eparchy.

When the Servant of God Mar Ivanios began his ecclesiastical services
with Trivandrum as its centre from 1930 onwards, the southern region of
Trivandrum upto Kanyakumari has become an important centre. The Gospel
crossed the borders welcoming different languages and cultures. The Eparchy
of Marthandam was erected 20 years ago. When we look back after 20 years
the progress we made there was really astonishing. The Eparchy of Parassala
is the second missionary daughter of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum.
It is undoubtful that Trivandrum, the Headquarter-eparchy of Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church giving birth to four Eparchies including Mavelikara and
Pathanamthitta is a permanent memorial of the constant missionary activities
and unending spiritual thirst.

For this we are indebted to God and numerous missionaries. Let us
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remember with gratitude Servant of God Mar Ivanios who included Southern
Travancore with utmost importance in his apostolic service. His ecclesial vision,
Gospel-orientation and missionary zeal and more over the prudence to walk
ahead of his times are the reasons behind the growth we have now achieved.
The Servant of God Mar Ivanios manifested in his apostolic ministry a
missionary zeal unheard in the Puthenkoor Community.

Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios who served our Church and the
Archieparchy of Trivandrum and as Metropolitan Archbishop for 41 years
protected and promoted these mission centres as pupil of eyes. Majority of the
103 Parishes, included in the new Eparchy were begun during the period of
His Grace. Though Cyril Mar Baselios Catholicos who was in charge for only
ten years, a relatively short period, he launched major projects and ministries
with far sight for the integral development of this region. The most important
is that he established more than thirty presbyteries in various places in this
region and assigned a number of young priests to serve in this region. The
erection of ecclesiastical districts of Parassala and Kattakada and the
establishment of English Medium Schools with high standard has steered the
progress of this region. The founding of Mother Teresa College for Arts and
Science in 2014 near Kattakada under the Major Archieparchy is a milestone
in this growth. It gives our Church great satisfaction that together with the
growth of the Church for the last decade our ecclesial community in this region
has grown up as an organized force with social awareness and self-respect.
The leadership of Bishop Lawrance Mar Aprem of happy memory was a
decisive one. We have to express this missionary spirit and enthusiasm with
greater zeal for the growth of the new Eparchy. We remember in a special
manner Rev. Priests of our Archieparchy, members of Bethany Ashram, Priests
of Franciscan Cap., Franciscan Missionary Brothers, Congregation of the Sisters
of Daughters of Mary, Congregation of the Bethany Sisters and CMI Priests
who worked tirelessly together with our holy Prelates. We specially remember
with gratitude Ozhunalloor Rt. Rev. Philip Corepiscopo, who devoted his whole
life for the evangelization and social ministries of this region.

With God’s special plan Bishop Thomas Mar Eusebius who has raised to
the episcopal ministry from the Presbyterian of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum has been appointed the first Bishop of the Eparchy of Parassala.
We have no doubt that His Excellency, a scholar, theologian and a zealous
missionary, would lead the new eparchy forward in divine plan. The experiential
knowledge of working in different parishes in this area and in mission centres
in the suburbs of Trivandrum city will give him the strength to lead the Eparchy
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of Parassala forward. I recall with gratitude the ministry of His Excellency in
short time that gave a strong leadership and spiritual foundation to our children
migrated to America.

I congratulate and give good wishes and prayers of our Church to the new
Eparchy, and new shepherds. I urge members of the Church, as many as possible,
to participate in the anniversary of the Re-union, the episcopal ordination, the
service of enthronement and the inauguration of the Eparchy.

May the prayers of Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially
of our Father and Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
 Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
Catholicate Centre of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
Pattom, Trivandrum
08.08.2017

NB:- This Pastoral Letter should be read in all our Churches, Mission Centres and
Centres of worship during the Holy Qurbano on the coming Sunday.
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THE MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
MCCL DAY 2017
(MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S LEAGUE)

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSION
FOR FAITH FORMATION

Reverend Fathers, Religious, Brothers and Sisters and dear Children,

Malankara Catholic Children’s League or MCCL which plays an important
role in the faith formation of children in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
is the one and only organization for the children. As the Church celebrates
every year the second Sunday of February as the MCCL Day, I offer loving
and warm blessings of this day.

Some people brought children to Jesus. The disciples reproached them.
But Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 19:14). This is part of the Word
of God proves that the role of children is high in the Holy Church. The Word
teaches that the Lord has opened up the door to the Kingdom of God through
the children. God’s blessing and thinking of God are not to be strange in the
phases of children’s growth; but the flow of the present time is horrific. This is
the period which is considered the spiritual life as an outward show. Malankara
Catholic Children’s League (MCCL) is an initiative to unite the new generation
in Jesus Christ by possessing zeal, spirit and tenderness of the faith of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

As per the Pastoral Letter of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos and with the consent of our Holy Episcopal Synod, MCCL - the
association of the Children was officially formed in the Church on 20 September
2010. Thus, along with the associations such as MCA and MCYM, for the
Children in the Malankara Church MCCL provides a platform for organisational
activity. The goal of this organisation is to provide our children skills and
talents by working in the ecclesial organizations to become new buds of the
Church. Let me remind you the fact that MCCL still exists as for its name sake
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in many levels of the Church because we have created a fake awareness
knowingly or unknowingly that faith is received only as intellectual knowledge
by including the learning level alone. May the MCCL Day of this year help us
to develop the conviction that Christianity is not limiting Jesus Christ merely
as an intellectual knowledge but an experience shared through the activities.

The difference of MCCL from Sunday school was clearly indicated in the
circulars of the previous years. Likewise, never forget that they are the two
sides of the same coin. We obtain the intellectual level of faith formation through
Sunday school, whereas through MCCL, faith is practiced in our life practically.
So, both are complementary to each other. We have to remember that MCCL
aims also at an integral personality development. MCCL is looking forward its
general aims such as leading the children to prayer experience, rear them up
with an inclination for the Word of God, train them in the basic lessons of
Christian life, teach them to accept the values of love, fraternity, etc., enable
them to discern good and bad, help them to grow as exemplary children of the
Church and the nation, and help in them to grow in physical, arts and sports.
Likewise, enable the children of MCCL in the early childhood days to be active,
as much as possible, in the evangelization work.

In short, our pledge on this day shall be to make today’s children to zealous
in Christ for our churches shall not be empty tomorrow, and our generation of
tomorrow shall not abandon the faith. For this we should encourage and lead
the MCCL in eparchial, ecclesial and unit levels. I remind that the Rev. Father
Directors of Archieparchial/Eparchial levels and the Vicar who are unit directors
should have great interest in this regard. The combined efforts of the Sunday
School Headmasters/ Teachers, Rev. Sisters, Parents are essential for the fruitful
functioning of the MCCL. While evaluating the activities of MCCL in our
eparchies during the Year of Mercy, it is understood that our Children could do
miracles if we prepare them. Thus, I am happy in seeing each eparchy bring
the children together under the association of MCCL in different ways and do
appreciate children and persons who lead them. Let’s continue to be the children
of mercy.

The prayer dedicated by His Holiness Pope Francis as a special intention
in the month of December 2016 was for the children in the whole world who
are being forced to take up weapons. Let’s dedicate the intention of MCCL
this year by remembering the infants who are dragged into the snares of terrorism
and violence. As the term of office bearers of MCCL in ecclesial level from
2014 to 2016 are going to expire this year, I thank all office bearers and
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animators for their strong leadership given to MCCL in the last years. [
remember with gratitude the service of Kumari Anitta Kuriakose, the President
at the ecclesial level. The new office bearers will be elected soon. Everyone
should work together to make this year’s MCCL Day fruitful. Offering during
Holy Qurbono, meetings, common study forums, classes, cultural programmes,
etc. should be arranged on that day. I thank on behalf of bishops, everyone
who are painstakingly engaged in the ministry for the children, with the
blessings,

Yours lovingly in Jesus

sd/-
& Philipos Mar Stephanos
Chairman,

Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
18.01.2017

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 12 February 2017, the MCCL Day, during the
Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres. The poster will be given
to all the Directors of Major Archieparcy/ Archieparcy/ Eparcy.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday School Day - 2017

Message
from the Chairman of the Synodal Commission
for Faith Formation

Reverend Fathers, Religious, respected Teachers, Parents and dear children,

On the occasion of our celebration of the Sunday School Day of the Syro
Malankara Catholic Church I invoke God’s blessing upon all of you.

The content of the Faith Formation is the total sharing of the salvation
mystery exposed by God. The patrimony of faith, which the ancestral fathers
experienced and transmitted by witnessing, nurturing and nourishing, is now
accomplished in us. On this Sunday School Day let us rededicate our call and
responsibilities to lead a life of witness by nourishing the faith by the Antiochean
liturgy based on the Scripture, according to the Spirituality, Theology, and
ecclesial vision of the Malankara Catholic Church. Let us be good evangelizers
by knowing, experiencing and celebrating the faith.

The children of today are the Faith carries of tomorrow, therefore let me
lovingly remind you, the parents, the teachers and the whole Church to consider
teaching Catechism as our primary and foremost duty. Every teacher should
keep in mind the exhortation of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios that possessing
God is better than God's service. Each teacher should prepare the children
with dedication and commitment, to do same in their lives too. The world is
moving very fast with the progress of Science and Technology and we should
realize that a society is formed without faith and moral consciousness.

Therefore everyone should work hard to carry out our responsibilities to
form a God-fearing generation which is the foundation, blessing and wealth of
our families, Church and society. By learning Catechism our children should
experience God through our Liturgy and worship. Therefore, I exhort all persons
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to guide our young generations with true spirit and vigour.

As we hear the call for evangelization let us enkindle the Lamp of faith in
our families, parishes and society and make our call a meaningful one and let
us pray for each other to carry out our mission in the Church successfully with
God's blessing. Let this celebration of the Sunday Scool Day help us.

As we celebrate the Sunday School Day of the Syro Malankara Catholic
Church, I invoke God's blessings on all!

Sd/-

¥ Philipos Mar Stephanos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation

25.07.2017 of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Catholicate Centre,
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B. :This Circular should be read during the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and
mission centres on Sunday, 6 August 2017
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

The circular issued by
Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity,
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
in connection with the Laity Day 2017.

Reverend Fathers, Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Laity Day this year
on Ist May. On this day, the prayerful greetings for all our Laity that the special
remembrance of the call and mission of the Laity.

By becoming the body of the Messiah by the Baptism, the membership of
the people of God, Participation in Messiah’s priestly, prophetic and kingly
missions, the Lay Faithful are the only ones who fulfil their mission in the
Church. The Church adds that these are living specifically related to the world.
Thus, the word Laity can be understood as a Christian who lives in relation to
the world.

Laity’s mission is to be understood in the light of the Church’s mission.
The Church’s mission is to spread the Kingdom of Christ for the glory of God
and share all human beings with salvation and lead the world to Christ. The
mission of the Church for this purpose is the building up of all. The Church
fulfils this mission with all its members. Laity’s mission is to join this mission
of the Church. The Laity must fulfil this mission by living in the world and
intervening in a Christian way in the worldly affairs. They fulfil this mission
in their family and in the world, filled with the grace of God. Their relationship
to the world shows their importance in the Church and the decisive position
they can bear in the missionary activity of the Church.

In the Church system, laity has a unique and relative role in this Mission.
The invitation to the vision of Christ is the mission of providing for the sake of
Laity. St. Paul exhorted to all about the role of each organs (1Cor.12:12-17).
Each of them must perform their own duty. Broadly speaking, the mission of
the Laity means the mutual dependence of the single-minded growth. The laity
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who gained the spirit of the Gospel, sanctifying the whole community (family,
schools, youth, political region, social level) deploys in the chambers. The
mission of laity can be done in a personal and social way. The laity missionaries
can easily work in places where Church services are not limited to priest and
religious communities. The laity is responsible for maintaining it and to work
together for the multiple welfare of the Church. We should remember the
missionary taste/zeal of the early Church. Their services were not born out of
the inspiration of others but born spiritually. In the Acts of the Apostle we read
that on seeing believer’s zealous service, the care and the love, saw others
wondered (Acts. 2: 42-47).

The laity has to do missionary work actively in the Church and society.
There are several areas open in both. The diversities are in Church, family,
youth, social level, national and international venues. In all these women are
actively involved with men. The Gospel proclamation can be seen as part of
the men and women, there is no difference in the early stages of the Church.
The laity attains this by an active participation of the liturgical life. The services
that Laity should take include the reunion movement and the cooperation in
the proclamation of the Word. There is another area where brothers and sisters
can accomplish that is in the catechical services along with the Vicar.

Parish is the main floor of the laity. The laity brothers are the ones who
bring the compassionate face of Christ to the common people. The laity brothers
should follow Lord by taking up the cross in the moments of the family life.
The parish unites all the parishioners and gradually brought to the Church’s
universality. In all these areas the laity must keep a deep rooted relationship
with clergy and religious ones.

The Family is the main area of mission of Laity for flowering. The system
of family is established through the sacrament of Marriage. The laities are
obliged to the missionary activities in its greatness. The head of the family
must be a model for children and other families. Here, the role of the parents is
invaluable. Parents need to be vigilant in the choice of the vocation of their
children. We should also encourage the priestly — religious call of God.

The laity must aim to strengthen love and unity in families. Families should
attend the liturgical celebrations of the Church. We must strive to get rid of
poverty and suffering from the society. Provide justice to all, protect the forsaken
children, welcome strangers, provide guidance to younger generations, provide
adequate training for marriage life, Help the couples in difficulty, rehabilitate
the elderly people, curb social violence including alcoholism etc., are some of
the many faces in the mission of laity.
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On Laity Day

The Laity Day is a common celebration of Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church. MCA, Matrusangam, Pitrusangam, Vincent de Paul, Legion of Mary
and all such Laity associations may celebrate the day together. On this occasion
I remember with gratitude and hold in great esteem the involvement and
cooperation of all the Laity Movements for the growth of the Church and the
development of the society. I remember the dedication and commitment of our
brothers and sisters provide through the Suvishesha Sangam. In the context of
outside Kerala, the sacrifice that the brothers and sisters have taken in the
mission is unique. Apart from the limitation and the hardship of non-resident
life, the laity brethren who are full of devotion are the bright witnesses of the
Church. We utilize the offerings during the Holy Mass on the Laity Day for the
Laity service of the Church. I exhort to all to be blessed by giving your offerings
generously on the day. As per the special Canon 601 of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church, the Reverend Parish Priests should collect the above offerings
and send it to the Archieparchial, Eparchial, and Exarchial Procurators and
half of the collected amount will be brought to the Procurator of the Finance
Office of the Catholicate Centre. Let St. Joseph, the Heavenly Patron of the
Laity Movements, be our support and mediator.

Let the resurrected Jesus bless us!

sd/-
 Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
Catholicate Centre & Bishop of the Eparchy Mavelikara
Pattom, Trivandrm
Easter 2017

NB.: This circular shall be read on the 1%t of May, the Laity Day, during the Mass in all
the Churches and the Mission Centers.
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On Youth Day
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The Syro-Malankz;I:a Catholic Church

MESSAGE ON THE YOUTH DAY - 2017

Message of
Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos, the Chairman
of the Synodal Commission for Youth

Rev. Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Young friends in Jesus Christ

Our Church celebrates the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the heavenly Patron
of the youth wing of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church as Youth Day on the
first Sunday of October. As we celebrate MCYM Day on 1st October 2017, let
me greet you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. In a very special way my
greetings go to all the Fathers, Sisters and lay people who are involved in the
youth ministry of our Church. I encourage the youth animators and youth
ministers to commit themselves further to assist and accompany the youth
towards attaining a personal and growing relationship with Jesus and His
Church.

Dear young friends, you are in the most wonderful period of your human
life in this world. God has blessed you with diverse talents, enormous energy,
reasoning power and fantastic memory. Your spirit for inventions and
innovations knows no boundaries. You are the present, future and the wealth
of the Church and society. You can make the world a better place to live if you
build up your life on the foundation of Jesus. I wish and pray that this celebration
be a powerful experience of fraternity and joy.

Youth day is an occasion to think of the concerns and anxieties of the
young people in living the faith life in the midst of the challenges of the time.
As we celebrate the youth day I invite you to reflect and meditate on the
directions given by St. Peter the Apostle. ... You who are younger must accept
the authority of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility
in your dealings with one another...Cast all anxiety on Him, because he cares
for you... discipline yourselves, keep alert...steadfast in your faith” (1Peter
5:7,8,9). Having a heart full of memories of Jesus, St. Peter gives exhortations
and directions to the young people.
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1. Be clothed with humility

The first exhortation given to the youth is to clothe themselves with the
garment of humility. Humility is a virtue very hard to practise in the modern
culture. We are vulnerable to all forms of pride, intellectual and spiritual.
Humility is the only garment that can protect us from the so many arrows of
pride. Hence, St. Paul wrote to the Philippians: “Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but with humility; regard others as better than yourselves.
Let each one of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of
others” (Phil 2:3-4). That is the key to practise humility: putting the interests
of others in the first place. When it comes to our own needs and interests, this
virtue helps us to believe in God’s providence and grace. Humility means
accepting our own short comings and being happy even in the unrecognised
situations. It helps us to look at what we have instead of lamenting over what
we do not have. “Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content
with what you have; for he said, “I will never leave you or forsake you”
(Hebrews 13:5). We have an inspirational personality for humility in the life of
Pope Francis. The excitement created by him in the Church and society is
known as “Francis effect”. He attributes it not to his personality but to a divine
person called the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit makes the Church move forward.
(a) "Francis effect" moves us to love the poor; (b) Francis effect moves us to
be inclusive and welcoming; (c) Francis effect impels us to be evangelizers.
Cast all your anxieties upon God because he cares for us. Since God cares for
us we can with confidence accept any experience which comes to us. God
works for good with those who love him (Cf. Rom 8:28).

2. Discipline Yourself and Keep alert

The call to cast our burden upon God does not give us the right to sit back
and do nothing. We are to be sober and watchful. The real beauty of a young
boy or a girl rests not on the physique, but on their discipline and vision of life.
The young people need a skill to live a meaningful life. This skill is called
wisdom, which enables us to know the purpose and plan of God in our life. It
is the capacity to choose the spiritual over the material, the ability to love the
world for God’s sake rather than for its own sake. The disturbed and confused
youth are unable to formulate a vision of life. When they fail to design their
own future, then someone else designs it. They become puppets in the hands
of selfish politicians or religious fundamentalists or even terrorists. Real issues
of the people are emotionally blackmailed through the wide and aggressive
use of social media. The real issues are neglected and emotional and sentimental
issues take the centre stage in the public discourse. Technology-driven lifestyle
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is leading to decadence of mental health and collapse of moral, ethical and
spiritual values in personal and public life. Playing computer games instead of
playing out and falling in love with gadgets instead of making friends are
taking our younger generation to a life which has no spiritual basis.

Technology and media serve to educate, inform and entertain. Without
media we can organise neither our private life nor the complexity of our modern
society. Pope Benedict XVI already warned us regarding the positive and
negative sides of social networks. “The new technologies allow people to meet
each other beyond the confines of space and of their own culture, creating in
this way an entirely new world of potential friendships. This is a great
opportunity, but it also requires greater attention to and awareness of possible
risks” (Message for the 45" World Communications Day, 2011).

Social mediais a very powerful temptation, so it can also become addiction.
Some youth are easily influenced so they may feel the need to change their
physical appearance by comparing themselves to the next person they see in
the media. Social websites become their priority, rather than the things that
should come first such as family, prayer and sports. Therefore here, youth
have to discipline themselves and keep themselves alert. To know more about
the right use of media you can refer DOCAT numbers 37 to 46. Using the
media sensibly is a challenge for every individual. Values enshrined in the
Gospel must lead us to a disciplined way of using the media. Parents and
youth animators have a particular responsibility to be model in this regard. Let
not the new forms of addictions conquer our young people.

3. Be Steadfast in your faith

The third exhortation which St. Peter gives to the young people is to be
steadfast in faith. The same exhortation is given to Corinthians by St. Paul
too. “Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong!”(1Cor
16:13). ‘Modern culture’ distances the young people from Christian values.
So Pope Benedict XVI in his introduction to YOUCAT clearly exhorts the
young people to know and to be deeply rooted in faith to confront the challenges
of today. “You need to know what you believe. You need to know your faith
with that same precision with which an IT specialist knows the inner workings
of a computer. You need to understand it like a good musician knows the piece
he is playing. Yes, you need to be more deeply rooted in the faith than the
generation of your parents did so that you can engage the challenges and
temptations of this time with strength and determination.” While encouraging
the youth to live their faith in all facets of life, the Holy Father acknowledges
the complex situations of the present day society also.
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So dear young friends, come to the youth movement with a heart that
wants to learn and live the Catholic faith. St. Peter was able to focus his eyes
on Christ in the midst of wind and waves (Cf. Mt 14:29-33). Liturgy-based life
facilitates a love for Catholic faith. Through sharing in the Eucharist, scripture
study, service, fun and fellowship, we live, celebrate and witness the faith.
Then you will be able to design your future in the light of spiritual values.

The theme chosen by Pope Francis for the XV General Assembly of the
Ordinary Synod of Bishops in October 2018 clearly touches two questions
concerning the young people. How do the young people experience the life of
faith amid the challenges of our time? How can you develop a life project by
discerning your personal vocation? Let us also reflect on these questions in
our unit level meetings and youth day celebrations.

May I recommend you to celebrate this Youth day more meaningfully in
the respective units! The Church level Youth day programme will be held in
the Eparchy of Bathery on 8" October at Sulthan Bathery. I wish to remind you
that the offering of this day shall be remitted to the eparchial finance office.
Half of the offering is to be utilized for the youth ministry in the eparchy. I
request the eparchial finance officer to send the other half to the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia to be utilized for the activities of the youth ministry at
the ecclesial level.

God bless you all.

sd/-
" Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Youth
& Bishop, Eparchy of Marthandom
20.09.2017
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono on 1 October, Sunday.
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