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Editorial

YOUTH MINISTRY OF THE SMCC
AND GOLDEN JUBILEE OF MCYM

Introduction

The year 2018 is very important for the Universal Catholic Church and for
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. Prayer, deliberation, special attention
and consideration of the universal and the regional Churches turn to the Youth.
That is the speciality of 2018. It is God’s plan that the Synod at Vatican regarding
the Youth from 3 to 28 October 2018 and the Golden Jubilee of Malankara
Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM) coincide. In the light of that, the Holy
Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church declared the period
from 25 March 2018 to 25 March 2019 as the Year of Youth. Yes! The state of
being young is not a problem to be solved, but a strength to be considered.

1. The Concept and Definition of Youth

The Youth are called adolescent in English. The word adolescence in
English is formed from the Latin word Adolescere. It means grow, develop,
mature etc. Generally, the Development Psychology had divided the journey
of the growth of human being into eight stages. It is recorded that those at the
age group of 13-25 years as youth and 25-40 years as early adulthood. The
growth of youth will be of 3 stages. The first stage is Teenage that notes down
the beginning of growth. The period of Teenage is divided into 3 commonly.
(a) Puberty (12-14) (b) Early adolescence (14-16) (c) Later adolescence (16-
19). The real youth are the age group of 18-25. This is the second stage of the
growth of the youth. The third stage of the youth called ‘the fully grown youth’
is the age group of 25 years to 40 years. The United Nations considers the age
group of 15 years to 25 years as Youth. As per the analysis of Youth Policy of
2014 the age group of 15 years to 29 years is realized as youth in India. The
Universal Catholic Church considers the age group of 15 years to 24 years as
Youth (Web CNA). The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church approves the age
group of 15 years to 30 years as the Youth. The state of youth is an age of
passing. It is not only the passing of the childhood to teenage and then to
youth. It is the passing to the self-dependence from dependence. It is the
perplexity of searching to find out the self-personality.

2. Youth in the Biblical Perspective
The Old Testament and the New Testament of the Holy Scripture introduce
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Editorial

us so many youth. They had attained deep relation with God. They encouraged
and inspired us not to walk in the wrong path. They tried to lead a different
way of life from the youth of their own time, by firmly believing in God. They
upheld their faith and awareness of law and righteousness. They protected
incessantly ideals, values of life and traditions. When we read the history of
Joseph, the righteous man (Gen. 37-47) in the Old Testament, we see that the
Holy Bible presents him as a youth who had lost his home at the age of 17. But
his ascent in the shade of the awareness of dependence in God astonishes us.
Joseph welcomed his brother happily at the time of their adversity, who had
hated and abandoned him in the well. Gideon who was commissioned by God,
to deliver Israel from the hand of Midian (Judges 6:43), Samuel, who gave his
ears to the voice of God (1 Sam 3:4), Daniel, Shadrah, Meshach and Abednego
who saw the glory of God in the furnace of blazing fire and in the lion’s den
(Dan.1-7), Jeremiah who became a prophet (Jeremiah 1:6), Ruth who set apart
her life to serve her mother-in-law, even though she became a widow at the
age of 20 (Ruth 1:4), Esther who was appointed by God to save a nation, who
became the synonym of bravery (Es 2-10), David who became the King of
Israel (1Sam 16, 2 Sam 2), Solomon who responded to the call of God (1King
3:7), the servant girl who intervened faithfully to heal the disease of Naaman,
the commander of the army of the King of Syria (2 King 5:1-27), all these
people are youth models in the Holy Bible, for all the times. Jesus the Son of
God incarnated as a man is the model and source of strength. The New
Testament is filled with young Jesus’ vigorousness, adventure and bravery as
Son of God. The establishment of the Kingdom of God was the dream of
young Jesus. The Kingdom of God, Jesus dreamt is the new system based on
the paternity of God and brotherhood of humanity. But that is not one shrinking
in this world only. It extends to the other world. Jesus wished to realize this
Kingdom of God in this earth, which is going to be fulfilled in the other world.

3. Youth and Youth Ministry

Youth Ministry is the living direction in order to achieve in all the way the
favours of the Church to the youth in their exhaustive growth to maturity. In
1996, the Youth Commission of CBCI defined the Youth Ministry in a document
named 'A plan to the Youth Ministry in India' thus says: Youth Ministry is the
name we give to all the activities realizing through the youth and for the youth
by the community of the Church inspired by the Holy Spirit in order to build
up in the world the Kingdom of God through them God’s salvific plan be
fruitful in them by maintaining intimate relation with youth’s own life
circumstances (No. 32). Two goals of youth ministry have been described in
the document 'A Vision of Youth Ministry' published by the American Bishop’s
conference on 1986. 1. To act for the personal and spiritual growth of the
youth. 2. To organize the youth for their responsible participation in the lives,
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mission and activities of the community of the faith (Department of Education,
United States Catholic Conference, A vision of Youth Ministry, P.7). The Holy
Father Pope Francis exhorts, ‘“The conductors of Youth Ministry are the Youth
themselves.’

4. Youth Ministry in the Catholic Church

The Church sees and understands the Youth Ministry as the stage to utilize
the divine virtues of the youth for the growth and consummation of mission of
the Church and community. St. John Paul II, the Pope, who was a friend of the
youth wrote thus: “The community will be prosperous if their newness and
over-enthusiasm are assimilated and accepted (Church in Asia No.47). The
Holy Father Pope Francis said to the 37 lakhs youth arrived to participate in
the fourteenth World Youth Day Gathering at Rio De Janeiro at Brazil on 2013
thus: “The hope of Jesus Christ is in you. Therefore, you go and preach the
gospel to all” (Karunikan, August 2013)). So many organizations related to
Youth Ministry function in the Catholic Church in the national and international
levels. In every diocese, there are clear plans and visions for the youth ministry.
The Catholic Church executes the youth ministry with exceeding importance.

5. Youth Ministry in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

5.1. Origin of MCYM and Development of Syro-Malankara Catholic Youth
Ministry

A part of the Orthodox Church of the Puthenkoor Community re-united to
the Universal Catholic Church under the leadership of Archbishop Mar Ivanios,
the Servant of God, on 20 September 1930, and thus formed the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church. From that day onwards Mar Ivanios, Mar Theophilos
and Mar Severios carried out their functions paying attention to the general
growth of the Church and emphasizing it. As an external glittering of these
ministries, the Church owned so many parish-fellowships, mission centre,
educational-charitable institutions, hospitals, nursing homes and movable and
immovable properties. The Second Vatican Council held from 11 October 1962
to 8 December 1965 opened to the world of Catholic Church a wide door of
new openness, functions and views (Aggiornamento). Archbishop Benedict
Mar Gregorios and Bishop Zacharias Mar Athanasios participated in the Second
Vatican Council in all the sessions representing the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church. The participation of the Bishops in the Second Vatican Council was
helpful to put a mark for the beginning of the organized youth ministries of
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church with definite plan.

During the period 1960, a small group of youth voluntarily came forward
to act along with elders at the strong centres of re-union movement. The presence
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of youth began to be reflected at comparatively big parishes in a visible manner.
In the second half of sixties, after the Second Vatican Council, the Christian
youth ministries achieved a new form and expression in all other places and
countries. Kerala was not away from that. Understanding the visions and
documents of Vatican Council and on the background of the political situations
formed locally, the youth ministries achieved an organized and a strong interest
and consideration among the various divisions of Kerala Christian Churches.

Let us be proud of the fact that among the Kerala Catholic Churches, it is
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church that initiated an organized Youth
Ministry. On 27 November 1967 a Youth Movement in the name ‘Yuvadeepam’
was formed in the Eparchy of Tiruvalla by the effect of the effort of foresight
and efficiency of Most Rev. Zacharias Mar Athanasios, then Bishop of Tiruvalla,
with the blessings of His Grace Benedict Mar Gregorios, the then Metrapolitian
Archbishop. It was the first youth movement in the Kerala Catholic Church
and the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. An ad hoc committee in the
leadership of Rev. Fr. Chacko Elavumparambil and Sri. Varghese Karippayil
was formed and began functioning. Yuvadeepam was officially inaugurated at
the St. John’s Cathedral, Tiruvalla, by His Eminence Cardinal Fiirstenberg,
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Churches, on 28 February
1968. At this period itself, youth organizations, adding the name of the parishes
were formed at the Malankara Catholic parishes. After 1970, His Grace
Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios initiated to formulate a common form
and policy to the youth ministries in the Archieparchy of Trivandrum. His
Grace the Archbishop entrusted Rev. Fr. Dominic Zacharias the responsibility
of the youth to gather together. Thus on November 1971 an organization named
Malankara Catholic Youth Movement was formed and started functioning.
The Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM) was officially inaugurated
by His Grace Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios at Sacred Heart Church,
Adoor, on January 1972. In 1972, youth ministries were started at the Eparchy
of Bathery too.

The Kerala Catholic Youth Movement (KCYM) was formed as the official
youth movement of Kerala Catholic Church in 1978. This movement was
formed from the insecurity feeling existed in the Political-Social-Economic
and educational fields. During 1970, youth groups were functioning at various
dioceses in Kerala and also in parishes. All the Catholic Youth organization
functioning then were brought under one umbrella in the name KCYM. Thus
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Youth Movement was also affiliated to the
KCYM. In 1984, the three then existing eparchies (Trivandrum, Tiruvalla and
Bathery) accepted the common name MCYM for the youth movement in the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. In the light of the thought that the MCYM
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functioning only at its eparchies should have plans of action at the Church
level, a scheme in the Church level was created in 1990. In 1992, a definite
constitution was formulated in the Church level. His Excellency Cyril Mar
Baselios, the Bishop of Bathery (Afterwards the first Major Archbishop-
Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church) was appointed as the first
youth commission Chairman. The efficient leadership of His Excellency could
give to the activities of the youth a new sense of direction.

In 2005, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church was raised to the status of
a Major Archiepiscopal Church by the Universal Church. Then an international
honour was obtained for the functions of the Malankara Catholic Youth
Movement. When the Synodal Commission for the youth was formed, His
Excellency Issac Mar Cleemis, the then bishop of Tiruvalla (Now the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church) was
appointed as its first Chairman. Wherever the Malankara Syrian Catholic
fellowship is formed strong support and presence of the youth are available
there. Under the leadership of His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis-Catholicos, the head and father of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
and the Synodal fathers, MCYM gives leadership for various charitable, social
and ecclesiastical functions at the 11 eparchies and one exarchate, Europe and
Oceania zones and Middle East.

5.1.1. Golden Jubilee of MCYM

Jubilee is the free-age of new ideas that blows trumphets to the new age.
Also, this is the period to remember the failures, to correct the mistakes and to
bring light to new ways. Let us understand this celebration of golden jubilee
(1968-2018) of the formation of the Malankara Catholic Youth Movement as
the call for writing a new history today. Calling for a synod by the Holy Father
Pope Francis based on the topic “Young People, the Faith and Vocational
Discernment’ on October 2018 and the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
synod proclaimed 25 March 2018 to 25 March 2019 as Youth Year in the light
of Jubilee are very important. We can understand that the participation of the
Head of the Church Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis — Catholicos and
the youth representative in the Synod held at Rome, from the beginning to the
end representing our Church as a blessing. The eparchy of Mavelikara being
the host, under the leadership of the committee of MCYM in the Church level,
the golden jubilee celebration were held at Punnamoodu. That became the
stage for new history.

5.1.2. Relevance and messages to the contemporary Church and the Society

Today we are living in a world of complexities, speed and explosive growth
of information Technology. Only the youth having ember in his soul, and wings

9



Editorial

of fire can swim against the stream, stand for truth and justice and make new
paths. At this time of not having stability for anything, the most essential is a
firm mind. A strong mind is needed for not to be caught by octopus of
consumerism. Each youth minister has the obligation to remind us the spiritual
mode living when it is emptied by filling with the tempting affinity of the
culture of market. That is why the Holy Father Pope Francis says looking the
youth; you are the now of God” (Christus Vivit. Chapt 2). Youth should be
fostered in this conviction through organizational activity. Church, the mother
should show them more openness, sympathy and care, understanding the
challenges of the time and specialities. They must be sought as the sheep
dissociated and brought together. Each youth ministry must not be the
organizational activity of uproar, but must be life-touching and walking together.
Then only the lost can be regained. Those who lost the way can be brought
back. The wounded can be held together. These are the things our Church
fathers wished to imagine and now wish. Through this, the youth ministry of
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church should grow.

Conclusion

“Youth ministry is the ministry to the youth, with the youth, by the youth
and for the youth” (Department of education, United States Catholic
Conference. A vision of youth ministry. P.7). Youth is the most creative period
of human life. Therefore, the society, political parties, foreign monopolists
aim at the youth to achieve their goals rapidly and effectively. The model and
strong resource of Christian youth ministry is young Christ, forever. The famous
English writer Mathew Arnold says, “Utilize all the ways that can be imagined,
but we will understand that there is no other way except that of Jesus. That is
the only right way”. Christian youth organizations should pave the way for the
spiritual growth of the youth. The choice is of the youth. Herman Hesay, in his
novel, the Sidhartha, says that, your life has a goal. Follow it. That is your
entrustment. God is waiting for you. This note may be concluded with the
words of His Holiness Pope Francis “you are not alone. Christ is with you;
Church is with you; Pope is with you; I will keep you in my heart; I will follow
you in prayer” (WYD 2013, Maraccana Beach, Brazil).

We happily present this issue of MALANKARA pertaining to youth
documents, along with the acts of the Twenty Second Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod, in this Volume 14, No. 1 and 2.

- Editor
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SYNODAL ACTS

The Twenty Second Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(19 - 23 February 2018)
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY SECOND ORDINARY
HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 19 to 23 FEBRUARY 2018

Dear venerable Brother Bishops,

With great joy, I welcome all the Bishops to the Twenty Second Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church. I express my thanks for celebrating the
memorial Holy Qurbono with you for our brothern bishop Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios, who was called to eternal rest. This is the first Synod after the
demise of Aboon Geevarghese Mar Divannasios. In this regard, I remember
with gratitude His Excellency’s apostolic leadership and services in the
eparchies of Bathery as its second Metropolitan and in Puttur as its first
Metropolitan, in the Malankara Major Seminary and the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church as whole. The presence of Bishops from various Churches,
Social leaders, Priests, Religious and Lay Faithful at the funeral
service corroborate this fact.

Your untiring efforts and exceptional commitment in the evangelizing
mission of the Church are very appreciable. It is the time we have to say “Big”
thanks to God Almighty for all the blessings that He bestows on our Church.
Along with this, I inform you that by the 33" Plenary Assembly of the CBCI, 1
would complete two terms of tenure as the President of the Conference. All
the Bishops in the CBCI have shown a special love and appreciation towards
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The unanimous elections of HE Joshua
Mar Ignathios as the first Vice-president of the Conference, and HG Thomas
Mar Koorilos, as the Chairman of the Commission for Doctrine were sounding
this fact. I also applaud HE Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Chairman of the Women
Commission of CBCI, and HE Vincent Mar Paulos, the Member of the Youth
Commission for their elections in the CBCI.

The Holy Father Pope Francis is witnessing the glowing figure
of Youthful Jesus Christ in his words and deeds. And the theme of the
forthcoming Synod in Rome is about Youth. KCBC has already announced
2018-2019 as “Year of the Youth”. Hence, as one Church, the SMCC also
would do the needful in this matter.
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Opening Message

Venerable Brethren Bishops, the SMCC is now at the stage to convoke
the next Ecclesial Assembly, especially in view of the preparation for the
Centenary of the Reunion Movement on 2030. The Centenary of the Reunion
will also be a time of the Silver Jubilee of the elevation of the SMCC to the
status of Major Archiepiscopal Church. Hence, for the next 12 years we need
a master plan. There shall be a special motto for each year. Likewise, each
year can be dedicated to one of the Apostles. The HES has to do proper initiation
in this matter.

Iinvoke the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the HES. Confiding the HES-
in-session to the protection and intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I declare
the Synod open.

* Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Twenty Second Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(19-23 February 2018)

REPORT

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos convoked the Twenty-
Second Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
at St. John Paul II Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. The Members of the Synod were
gathered together after the Holy Qurbono at the Chapel of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia. The Holy Qurbono was specially offered in memory of
HE Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of
Puttur who passed away on 16 January 2018.

The HES started with a prayer invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit.
The members present at the Synod were: Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary
of the Synod), Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar
Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas
OIC, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC and Most
Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios.

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, the Eparch of USA, could not attend
the Synod due to his visa in the US. His absence was accepted legitimate.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla
was granted permanent leave of absence due to his old age and health conditions.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, gave the opening address and welcomed the members to the HES.
He expressed his happiness to have the memorial Qurbono for HE Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios celebrated with all the members of the Synod. Being the
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first HES after the demise of Aboon Mar Divannasios, the zealous apostolic
leadership and services in the Eparchies of Puttur and Bathery, the Major
Seminary and SMCC as a whole was recognized with gratitude. HB made
special mention of the funeral ceremony of Mar Divannasios at St. John’s
Metropolitan Cathedral, Tiruvalla which was truly a witnessing of
Christian unity. The presence of Bishops from various Churches, Social
Leaders, Priests, Religious and Lay Faithful at the funeral service
corroborate this fact.

His Beatitude lauded his Brother Bishops for their untiring commitment
and exceptional commitment in the evangelizing mission of the Church. It is
the time we have to say “Big” thanks to God Almighty for all the blessings
that He bestows on our Church. HB also stated that by the 33" Plenary Assembly
of the CBCI he would complete two terms of his tenure as the President of the
Conference. He also mentioned that all the Bishops in the CBCI have shown a
special love and appreciation towards the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
The unanimous elections of HE Joshua Mar Ignathios as the first Vice-president
of the Conference, and HG Thomas Mar Koorilos, as the Chairman of the
Commission for Doctrine were substantiating this fact. HB congratulated both
the Bishops and also applauded HE Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Chairman of the
Women Commission of CBCI, and HE Vincent Mar Paulos, the Member of
the Youth Commission for their elections in the CBCI.

HB further stated that the Holy Father Pope Francis is witnessing the
glowing figure of Youthful Jesus Christ in his words and deeds. And the theme
of the forthcoming Synod in Rome is about Youth. KCBC has already
announced 2018-2019 as a “Year of the Youth”. Hence, as one Church, the
SMCC also would do the needful in this matter.

HB informed the members that SMCC is now at the stage to convoke the
next Ecclesial Assembly, especially in view of the preparation for the Centenary
of the Reunion Movement on 2030. The Centenary of the Reunion
will also be a time of the Silver Jubilee of the elevation of the SMCC to the
status of Major Archiepiscopal Church. Hence, for the next 12 years we need
a master plan. There shall be a special motto for each year. Likewise, each
year can be dedicated to one of the Apostles. The HES has to do proper
initiation in this matter.

His Beatitude concluded the inaugural address invoking the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit in the HES. Confiding the HES-in-session to the protection
and intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared the Synod
open.
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Submission of the Catholicos Day Offerings

His Beatitude the Catholicos said that the Bishops could now submit the
Catholicos Day offerings from the respective Eparchies.

The following was the contributions from each Eparchy:

Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum 10,00,000.00
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla 6,00,000.00
Eparchy of Marthandom 3,00,000.00
Eparchy of Bathery 5,00,000.00
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha 2,00,000.00
Eparchy of Mavelikara 3,55,000.00
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta 3,55,000.00
Eparchy of Puttur 1,50,000.00
Eparchy of Gurgaon, Delhi 2,00,000.00
Eparchy of USA & Canada $ 12000
Exarchate of Khadki-Pune 2,00,000.00
Eparchy of Parassala 1,00,000.00

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

His Beatitude the Catholicos, the President of the HES, presented the
following proposed agenda of the Synod:

1. Inaugural Address by His Beatitude
2. Submission of the Catholicos Day Offerings
3. Report and Decisions of the 21* Holy Episcopal Synod
4. Evaluation of the Report of the 21% Holy Episcopal Synod
5. Presentation of the Decisions taken at Bangalore Session
6. Canonical Provision for the Knanaya Syro-Malankara Catholic Community
7. Meeting with the Major Superiors
8. Evaluation of the Major Seminary Academic Year
9. Meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions
10. Meeting with the Eparchial School Correspondents & Principals of
Unaided High Schools and Colleges
11. Briefing from the Eparchies and Exarchate
12. Publication of the Directory of the Church
13. Matters Subsecreto
14. Planning: The Second Malankara Catholic Assembly
15. Planning of the Common Celebrations
15 July - Mar Ivanios’ Day
20 Sept. — Sabhasangamom
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16. The Administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Accounts & Regents for the coming year
17. Other items proposed by the Synod Fathers with the consent of the President
(1) Centenary Year Celebration of the Re-union
(i1) Eparchial & Church Assemblies (Planning)
(iii) Protocol of Bishops in our Church (Printing Calendars)
(iv) Effective Functioning of Synodal Commissions
18. For Information
a. Rev. Fr. Antony Kallil OIC and Rev. Sr. Anjali Therese DM
(New Staffs in the Catholicate)
b. Blessing of the New Block of Synodal Commissions.
19. Other Matters if any, with the consent of the President.
The agenda was approved by the HES.

Report of the Twenty-First Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

The report of the Twenty-First Holy Episcopal Synod was read out. After
this the report of the special session of SMCC Bishops’ meeting held at
Bangalore on Sunday 4 February 2018 from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm was read
out. A few corrections in both reports were pointed out and corrected. Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios proposed the report to be passed and Most
Rev. Geeverghese Mar Makarios supported the proposal. The Report was
passed unanimously.

THE PROPOSALS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 22" HES

After the completion of the initial procedures, deliberations on the agenda
began. The salient matters discussed and decided in the 22" HES of the Syro
- Malankara Catholic Church are given below:

1. Catholicos Day Offering

The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church after
hearing each Eparch, has fixed the following amount from each Eparchy/
Exarchate towards the expense of the Catholicate Centre. This will take its
effect from 1 January 2019. The following is the share:

1. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - Rs. 10,00,000/-
2. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - Rs. 7,00,000/-
3. Eparchy of Marthandom - Rs. 3,00,000/-
4. Eparchy of Bathery - Rs. 5,00,000/-
5. Eparchy of Mavelikara - Rs. 3,55,000/-
6. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - Rs. 2,00,000/-
7. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta - Rs. 4,00,000/-

19



22" Holy Episcopal Synod

8. Eparchy of Puttur - Rs. 1,55,000/-
9. Eparchy of Gurgaon - Rs. 2,00,000/-
10. Eparchy of USA & Canada - $ 12,000/-

11. Eparchy of Parassala - Rs. 1,00,000/-
12. Exarchate of Khadki-Pune - Rs. 2,00,000/-

An appropriate participation from the Religious Congregations was also
solicited which the Major Archbishop Catholicos would personally deal with.

2. Canonical Provision for the Knanaya Syro-Malankara Catholic
Community

Considering the repeated requests from the Knanaya Syro-Malankara
Catholic Community presently belonging to the Archieparchy of Kottayam for
a canonical provision to keep their liturgical and traditional identity, His
Beatitude proposed the topic once again for the final deliberation of the members
of the SMCC Hierarchy.

The Synod put forward two options. His Beatitude would officially convey
the decision of the Synod to Archbishop Mar Mathew Moolakatt.

3. Matters Subsecreto

4. Directory of the SMCC

It was proposed to publish the Directory of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church at the earliest. Since there would be transfer of priests periodically it
was proposed to publish only the full name of the priests with their contact
telephone numbers and E-mail ID in the Directory. The Eparchies were asked
to furnish the data by 15 April 2018 and the directory would be published by
the first week of May 2018. The Chancellors were advised to furnish the details
before 15 April.

5. Eparchial Assembly/ies in view of the 12 year preparation for the
Centenary of the Reunion Movement and the Silver Jubilee of the
SMCC to the Status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church

The HES felt it necessary to convoke the next SMCC Assembly, especially
in view of the preparation for the Centenary of the Reunion Movement. It is
also the Silver Jubilee of the SMCC as the Major Archiepiscopal Church.
Each year will have a special theme. It was felt that the theme for the next
Church Assembly shall be FAMILIES and it should be in continuation with
the theme of the previous assembly on Evangelization and Mission. Before
the Assembly on the ecclesial level, discussions and sharing must be held at
the Parish — Presbyteral/District — Eparchial levels. A Preparatory Commission
was appointed to prepare the Lineamenta:
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1. HE Thomas Mar Eusebius — Convenor
2. HE Thomas Mar Anthonios — Member
3. HE Samuel Mar Irenios — Member

The Commission shall submit the draft of the Lineamenta before 27 of
June 2018 and the draft will be discussed by the HES on 27™ June 2018, after
the commemoration day of HE Jacob Mar Theophilos, at Tiruvalla.

After sufficient discussion and study on the Lineamenta at various levels,
a working paper "Instrumentum Laboris” for the Church Assembly would be
prepared by the Commission. In order to assist the preparatory commission,
each Eparch shall propose 2 names (one Priest, one layman).

The Church level Assembly shall be celebrated from 8-10 October 2019 at
the Catholicate Centre. It is to be noted that 10 October 2019 is the Silver
Jubilee of the Commemoration of Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios.

6. Reunion Celebration

As it was decided in the last Synod, the forthcoming (ie. 2018) Reunion
Celebration will be hosted by the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha. HE Most Rev.
Abraham Mar Julios informed the Synod regarding the update of the
preparation. Patriarch Ignace Yousef III Younan, Patriarch of Antiochia-
Lebanon and the Bishop of Beirut will be the Chief Guest and a team of
delegates follow him. The blessing of the new bishop’s house at Muvattupuzha
will be on 19 September 2018.

In the forth coming years the following pattern will be followed:

2019 - Being the Assembly Year, the Reunion Celebrations will be held
under the auspices of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. The SMCC will honour
specifically the Centenary of the Foundation of the Bethany Ashram (Order
of the Imitation of Christ)

2020- Host of the Reunion Celebration- Eparchy of Mavelikkara
2021- Host of the Reunion Celebration- Eparchy of Marthandom.
2022 -Host of the Reunion Celebration- Eparchy of Gurgaon.

2023 -Host of the Reunion Celebration- Eparchy of Pathanamthitta.
2024 -Host of the Reunion Celebration- Khadki-Pune Exarchate.

7. Mar Ivanios Day-2018

Since July 15 falls on Sunday, it was decided to begin the Padayatra on
9 July 2018 from Ranni-Perunad and other places. The Candle Procession will
be on 13 July 2018. 15 July 2018 being a Sunday, the Commemoration of the
Servant of God Mar Ivanios could be held at each parish. The Chief Guest on
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the occasion of this year’s Mar Ivanios Day will be His Eminence Rainer
Cardinal Maria Woelki, Kolon.

8. Religious Superiors

There was an evaluation of the meeting with the Major Superiors by the
HES. All together 19 Major Superiors including Superior Generals and
Provincials were present at this session and each one presented a brief report
on their respective mission endeavors during the previous year. At the time
of the general evaluation HB and all the Fathers of the Synod expressed their
deep appreciation to the Religious Communities for their special interest and
sincere efforts in the field of the mission of evangelization. Further, the Women
Religious Congregations expressed their deep concern regarding the lack of
religious vocations due to various reasons. Likewise, they informed that
currently the Syro-Malabar Church is not encouraging girls to join the
Congregations belonging to the SMCC.

It 1s proposed that as a remote preparation, it would be meaningful to
connect the 2018 Reunion Celebration at Muvattupuzha with the Centenary
Celebration of Bethany. The final celebration of the Centenary will be on
2019. HB informed the Bethanians to chalk out the program of centenary
celebration in consultation with HES so that it would be a program of the entire
SMCC.

9. St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary

The Fathers of the Synod visited Malankara Major Seminary and met with
the staff and students together in the Chapel. Very Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Thadathil,
the Rector of the Seminary proposed the word of welcome. In his exhortation
HB informed that all our coming together should help us to grow in ecclesial
communion and commitment to spread the Gospel values. The ”Youthful
Jesus” is challenging us to be formed in his true model. Being called by Him
we have to imitate Jesus’ ways and attitudes in our concrete life situations. Just
after 12 years SMCC is going to celebrate the centenary of the Reunion
movement. Hence, we have to schedule the next twelve years with proper
planning and orientation. HB thanked the Seminary Commission, Rector, the
Staff, the Students, and the Auxiliary Staff for their great support for the
betterment of the formation in the Seminary.

The meeting with the Staff began with a prayer by HB. His Beatitude
welcomed the Rector and other members of the Staff to the meeting. Thereafter,
the Rector shared a brief report of the activities of the Seminary during the
academic year and made certain proposals before the HES.

The HES felt satisfaction in the general atmosphere of the Seminary. The
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collaboration and fellowship among the Staff was also commented positive.
The Commission was asked to study the present salary scale of the auxiliary
staff and take proper action in this regard while taking into account of the
present financial situation of the Seminary. Presently, the Major Seminary is
facing very difficult financial crunch. In order to overcome the situation the
Synod proposed the following:

Rector and Staff shall make use of their influence to find out benefactors
for the Seminary. In the previous years the Rectors used to go out in order to
strengthen the financial situation of the seminary. Hence, the Rector of the
Seminary has to find out a way and tap various sources in order to overcome
the present financial crisis. It was felt that he could go to some parishes to
present our needs to the faithful both in India and abroad. Currently, each
diocese remits to the Seminary Rs.2000/- per candidate as fees. Considering
the present financial crisis in the Major Seminary it was decided to raise that
amount into Rs. 5,000/ per head, for 10 months, for the academic year 2017-
18. No further enhancement is possible in the near future. Seminary Commission
has to study the profitable/optimum utilization of the landed property
at Vattapara-Vettinad belonging to the Seminary.

It was also stated that there is lack of resident professors for Scripture and
Moral Theology. The Commission was asked to look into the matter and resolve
the issue in the best possible way.

10. Meeting with the Secretaries of Synodal Commissions

On 21 February 2018 the HES spent two long sessions to assess and share
the activities of the Synodal Commissions. HB welcomed all the Secretaries
of Synodal Commissions. HG Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Chairman of the
Liturgy Commission, informed HES regarding the preparation of the Lectionary
and other texts for the liturgical use both by the priests and the prelates. There
was a marvelous performance titled after “Beth Gaso”, a prayerful presentation
of the liturgical music by a Choir of 100 members conducted at St. John’s
Cathedral, Tiruvalla.

HE Abraham Mar Julios, the Chairman of the Bible and Theology
Commission made the proposal of collecting all the available literature related
to the SMCC. HE Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Evangelization reported the progress in Suvisheshsangam and
further proposed the need of initiating Suvisheshasangam for the Children.
HE Geevarghese Mar Makarios, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission
for the Clergy suggested organizing a retreat for the entire clergy of SMCC.
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HE Vincent Mar Paulos, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Seminary
Formation stated that it is obligation of the entire SMCC to promote eligible
candidates to priesthood and religious life.

It is proposed that in order to uplift the Dalits, and other Backward
Communities the Synodal Commission for Social Apostolate shall find out all
possible resources of the Government and make use of them properly. HB
further suggested that for the effective functioning of our apostolates all the
Synodal Commissions need proper networking and planning.

HE Joshua Mar Ignathios, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for
Laity proposed certain amendments and corrections in the statutes of MCA
regarding age barrier, percentage of women in the Governing Body,
linguistic anomalies, MCA Day etc.

11. Evaluation on the Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

During the twelfth session of the Synod, the accounts of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia was presented by Rev. Fr. Varghese Angadiyil
and report was passed with certain minor corrections. Further, it is proposed by
the HES that the maintenance of the auxiliary staff in the Curia shall be in
accordance with the present ecclesial and civil norms.

12. Meeting with the School Correspondents and College Principals

On 22 February 2018 during the 13" Session, the HES had a special meeting
with the Eparchial School Correspondents and Principals of Unaided High
Schools and Colleges of the SMCC and 78 members participated in it. Rev. Fr.
Joseph Manipadan SDB, the Secretary of the CBCI Commission for
Education conducted a brain-storming session on the “Implementation of the
CBCI Education Policy”. It was appreciated well by all.

13. Briefing from the Eparchies and Exarchate

During the 14" Session, the HES had a briefing from the Eparchies and
Exarchate. HE Thomas Mar Eusebius expressed his anxieties regarding lack
of priests and the issue of Nadar Reservation. HE Jacob Mar Barnabas
mentioned about the missionary works initiated in Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura
etc, in the Eparchy of Gurgaon. HE Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom presented a
report regarding the steady growth of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta during
the last eight years. HE Geeverghese Mar Makarios, the Bishop of Puttur stated
about the scarcity of priests, and economic crisis which affect the future growth
of the Eparchy. HE informed further that he wishes to send a brochure related
to these issues to all parishes in the SMCC. HE Vincent Mar Paulos informed
the members of the Synod about the new missionary enterprises at Madurai
and Tirunalveli and the idea of forming the Family as Missionaries in the
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Eaprchy of Marthandam. HE Joseph Mar Thomas, the Bishop of Bathery
mentioned about the growth of the missionary and the educational apostolates
in the Eparchy. The foundation of “Mar Gregorios Knowledge Centre”, is a
milestone in this regard. The formation of Tamil Speaking Community in the
diocese is on the process. HE Abraham Mar Julios, the Bishop of Muvattupuzha
informed about inauguration of the new parishes at Kakkanad and Chalissery.

14. SMCC'’s Philosophy Students at Makkiad Seminary

HES delegated H.E. Joseph Mar Thomas to visit Makkiad Major Seminary
and to speak with the Superiors about the performance of the Malankara students
and present to the HES his evaluation.

15. Regency Brothers for Major Archiepiscopal Curia

For the coming year, the Eparchies of Marthandom and Puttur agreed to
send one regent each from their respective eparchies for the service of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

16. Territorial Extension of the Eparchies of Marthandam and Puttur

Considering the possibility of effective evangelization it was proposed to
extent the present territorial boundaries of the Eparchy of Marthandom to the
nearby Tamil speaking districts where the Exarchate of Khadki does not have
missions or parishes. Chennai shall remain part of Khadki. HE Vincent Mar
Paulos was asked to study the matter carefully and submit a report of the same
to the next Synod.

The HES felt that enjoining Bangalore to the Eparchy of Puttur will
definitely strengthen the eparchy; however, it was decided to take little more
time to study and pray over the matter.

17. Reconstitution of Certain Synodal Commissions

For the effective functioning and better collaboration of the Commission
for Faith Formation and MCCL, the HES was proposed to appoint the Director
of MCCL as the Assistant Director of Faith Formation.

New Office Bearers of the Commissions:

(1) Commission for Faith Formation
Chairman: HE Thomas Mar Eusebius

(2) Commission for Clergy
Chairman: HE Geeverghese Mar Makarios

(3) Commission for Theology, History and Publication
Secretary: Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC
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(4) Commission for Bible
Secretary: Rev. Fr. Joseph Poovathumtharayail

(5) Commission for Evangelization
Chairman: HE Thomas Mar Anthonios
Member: HE Jacob Mar Barnabas

(6) Commission for Social Apostolate, Dalit, and Other Backward Classes
Chairman: HE Jacob Mar Barnabas

(7) Commission for Migrants
Chairman: HE Philipos Mar Stephanos

HE Thomas Mar Eusebius was asked to examine the text (CREDO)
prepared for the MBOC for the year 2018 and do the needful.

For the dialogue between Orthodox and Catholic Church it was decided to
propose the name of HE Thomas Mar Anthonios, as a second member of SMCC
to the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity.

It is decided to revive Malankara Academy under the auspices of the
Theological Commission.

The Resource Books on the SMCC will be collected under the leadership
of St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary. Such a collection will be beneficial
for further research and inspiration for the new generation.

It was proposed to announce 2019 as the Year for the Religious in the
SMCC while Bethany Congregations celebrate its Centenary.

It was proposed to register an SMCC Social Forum in the Capital City of
our Country, Delhi. HE Jacob Mar Barnabas was asked to do the needful in
this regard.

The Website of SMCC needs to be updated. However, it was proposed that
the Eparchies and the Synodal Commissions will communicate the major
happenings in their respective Eparchies and Commissions to the Curia in
time. The Chairman of each Synodal Commission and PROs of the eparchies
shall take interest in accomplishing this task.

18. Malankara Catholic Youth Movement

Being the Golden Jubilee Year of MCYM, it was decided in the HES to
declare 25™ March 2018 to 25" March 2019 “Year of the Youth” in the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. The intention is to follow more closely
the Youthful Jesus” and help the youth to imitate Jesus’ ways and attitudes in
concrete life situations.

It was decided to send Mr. Tinu Kuriakose, the President of the MCYM
26



Report

belonging to the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha to participate in the Pre-Synodal
Meeting at Rome as the representative of our Church.

19. Other Proposals

It was proposed to keep one set of liturgical vestments (Kappa Set, Black
over-Coat, Mudithoppi, Sleeba) of our Bishops under the safe custody of the
Catholicate Centre at the earliest.

His Beatitude, after consulting the Nuncio informed the members that
the Peter’s pence is an annual contribution given to the Roman Pontiff by
everyone in the Catholic Church. Hence, it is obligatory to send an amount
(collection) to the Holy Father through the Nunciature from this year onwards.

With regard to the alienation of properties and taking Bank Loans, HG
Thomas Mar Koorilos was entrusted to study the civil and other areas of it and
present the matter in the next HES.

20. Special Events

On 20 February 2018 Bishop Thomas K. Oommen, the newly elected
Moderator of the Church of South India (CSI), was given a warm welcome by
the HES. His Excellency Joshua Mar Ignathios introduced the guest of honour
and His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis felicitated him.

HES had given a warm reception to Most Rev. Philippose Mar Chrysostom,
the Valiametrapolitan of the Marthoma Church on 22 February 2018. His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis felicitated him.

Conclusion

His Beatitude concluded the HES by stating that considering the dynamic
and extensive growth of SMCC both in India and abroad, now onwards we
have to highlight its global nature. Though we are numerically small, we are
slowly becoming an influential Church. As a Church we have contributed more
than one and a half crores for the Ockhi affected people in Kerala.

The current political scenario in India is a threat to the secular-democratic
fabric of our great nation and we have to pray for our country. Indeed, prayer
is the best weapon to overcome all our difficulties.

Holy Father Pope Francis is guiding this modern era in accordance with
the Gospel values. Let us follow his model so that we could be a true witness
to Jesus Christ in this world. Similarly, let us keep our presbyterium united while
they are our strength in our sanctifying, teaching and pastoral ministries.

His Beatitude said that the Synod-in-session was very special and fruitful.
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The sharing on the life and activities of the Eparchies and Synodal Commissions
have highlighted that there is a growing sense of evangelization in our Church
in the recent times. His Beatitude thanked all the Bishops for their love for the
Church and solidarity with him in the exercise of his ministry in the Church as
its Father and Head. He also thanked the officials of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia for the arrangements of the Synod.

Invoking God’s blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the Church, His Beatitude declared the
HES closed.

With a short prayer His Beatitude the Catholicos imparted the final
blessing.

% Thomas Mar Koorilos
HES Secretary

¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor.
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY SECOND ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD ON 19-23 FEBRUARY 2018

Dear Venerable Brother Bishops,

We see the dynamic and extensive growth of SMCC both in India and
abroad. Hence, we have to highlight its global nature. Though we are
numerically small, we are slowly becoming an influential Church. As a Church
we have contributed more than one and a half crores for the Ockhi affected
people in Kerala.

The current political scenario in India is a threat to the secular-democratic
fabric of our great nation and we have to pray for our country. Indeed, prayer
is the best weapon to overcome all our difficulties.

Holy Father Pope Francis is guiding this modern era in accordance with
the Gospel values. Let us follow his model so that we could be a true witness
to Jesus Christ in this world. Similarly, let us keep our presbyterium united while
they are our strength in our sanctifying, teaching, and pastoral ministries.

The Synod-in-session was very special and fruitful. I realized that the
sharing on the life and activities of the Eparchies and Synodal Commissions
have highlighted that there is a growing sense of evangelization in our Church
in the recent times. I thank you for your love for the Church and solidarity
with me in the exercise of my ministry as the Father and Head of the Church.
And also I thank the officials of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for the
arrangements of the Synod.

Invoking God’s blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the Church, I declare the HES closed.

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod (Twenty-third)
(06-07 December 2018, Muvattupuzha)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, Major Archbishop-
Catholicos convoked the Extra-Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church at the Council Hall of the Diocesan Centre of the
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha, on 6 December 2018 at 6.30 pm. The Members of
the Synod were gathered together after the solemn Blessing of the Diocesan
Centre of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha.

The HES started with the Ramso and invoking the assistance of the Holy
Spirit. The members present at the Synod were: Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
(Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev.
Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Jacob Mar
Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar
Paulos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Makarios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Anthonios OIC, and Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios.

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, the Eparch of USA, could not attend
the Synod due to valid reasons and the absence was accepted lawful.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla
was granted permanent leave of absence due to his old age and health conditions.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, gave the opening address in which he wholeheartedly welcomed
the members to the HES. He expressed his immense happiness to conduct a
special session of the HES in the newly blessed Diocesan Centre of the Eparchy
of Muvattupuzha. The land property of the Diocesan Centre was brought by
the late Archbishop Joseph Mar Severios, even at the middle of severe economic
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crisis. Though we are small in number Almighty God is so benevolent to our
Church in several ways. On behalf of the members of the Synod HB
congratulated HE Abraham Mar Julios for his commitment and commendable
skill in the construction of the Diocesan Centre. He also appreciated the effective
pastoral leadership of Mar Theodosius, the Coadjutor.

Further, in his inaugural address HB stated that the current scenario in the
Church in Kerala is very complex and it reminds us certain corrective lessons.
The recent Synod conducted in Rome by the Holy Father Pope Francis in view
of the Year of Youth ended in a meditative and reflective atmosphere. It seems
the outcome of the Synod will be published as a unique document soon.

HB further informed that in accordance with his consultation with HE
Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches, the date of the ad-limina visit of SMCC hierarchs will be fixed
shortly.

His Beatitude concluded the inaugural address invoking the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit in the HES. Confiding the HES-in-session to the protection
and intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared the HE
Synod open.

The Presentation of the Agenda with Sessions

His Beatitude the Catholicos, the President of the HES, presented the
following proposed agenda of the Synod:

Inaugural Address by His Beatitude

Report and Decisions of the 22" Holy Episcopal Synod

Evaluation on the Report of the 22" HES

Ecclesial Assembly — Evaluation on Lineamenta

Eparchial & Church Assemblies (Action Plan)

Centenary Year Celebration of Re-union (12 Year Planning)

Clergy Fellowship Gathering of SMCC

Evaluation on Major Seminary Formation

9. The Administration & Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

10. Matters Subsecreto

11. Other items proposed by the Synod Fathers with the consent of the
President

The agenda was approved by the HES.

PN E D=

Report of the Twenty-second Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
The report of the Twenty-second Holy Episcopal Synod was read out. A
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few technical corrections were pointed out by the Members of the Synod. Most
Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas proposed the report to be passed and Most
Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom supported the proposal. The Report got
passed unanimously.

THE PROPOSALS AND DELIBERATIONS ON THE REPORT

After the completion of the initial procedures, deliberations on the agenda
began. The salient matters discussed and decided in the 22" HES of the Syro -
Malankara Catholic Church are given below:

HE Joseph Mar Thomas presented a written report regarding the formation
of the seminarians of SMCC in St. Joseph’s Benedictine Monastery at
Makkiyad. HE made two visits to the place and reported that the formation at
Makkiyad is praiseworthy. It is true that being a Benedictine monastery they
are strict to rules and regulations. The HES expressed its satisfaction over the
visit and the report.

MBOC text has to be prepared systematically and in time. Content and
quality of text are to be verified carefully. HE Thomas Mar Eusebius, the
Chairman of the Commission for Faith Formation was entrusted to do the task.
The theme of the forthcoming MBOC is “Church”. For the effective and fruitful
conduct of MBOC, the training of seminarians, religious sisters and teachers
of catechism are to be done in time and with utmost seriousness.

In connection with the registration of the SMCC Social Forum in the Capital
City of our Country, Delhi, for the benefit of the entire Church, HE Jacob Mar
Barnabas stated that the project is under process.

1. SMCC Assembly

In accordance with the decision of the 22™ Holy Episcopal Synod, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, the Convenor of the Preparatory Commission of
the Lineamenta of the Second Ecclesial Assembly has presented a brief
description regarding final draft. The Commission prepared the basic draft,
and it was discussed among the Fathers of the Synod on 27 June 2018 at the
Archbishop’s House, Tiruvalla. The renewed draft was again sent to 22
Eparchial representatives including priests and lay faithful with the help of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia. Fourteen responses were received. Basing on these
evaluations a new draft was prepared and distributed among the members of
the Synod. The HES took the following decisions in this regard:

- The Members of the Synod are asked to make further evaluation on the
final draft and entrust their remarks in writing to Mar Eusebius on or before 2
January 2019.

48



Report

- Before 7 February 2019 the Final Text of the Lineamenta has to be
prepared.

- The text shall be printed and distributed to the Eparchies before 1 March
2019 by the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

- From 8 to 9 February 2019, basing on the Text, it is proposed to organize
a special training by the Commission, for the representatives of the Eparchies
at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. One priest, one religious sister and a lay
faithful representing each Presbyteral Districts of the Eparchy can attend this
training. Those who receive the training are the core- team members and it is
their duty to take classes in their own respective eparchies.

- From March to June 2019 the Lineamenta has to be studied seriously by
Parishes, Presbyteral Districts and other levels. The final report from the
Eparchial level has to be submitted to the Major Archiepiscopal Curia by 30
June 2019.

- Finally, the SMCC Assembly shall be convened either on October or
November 2019 conveniently.

2. Clergy Fellowship Gathering

Being the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Clergy HE
Geevarghese Mar Makarios gave a brief description regarding the progress of
Clergy Fellowship Gatherings in the Eparchies. The Clergy gatherings were
conducted in all the eparchies except Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
Eparchies of Pathanamthitta and Marthandom. The dates of the gatherings in
these Eparchies are already fixed and will be concluded by second week of
December 2018. The participation and sharing in such gatherings were fruitful.
The SMCC Clergy Fellowship Gathering will be held in Girideepam
Convention Centre at Trivandrum from 18 to19 February 2019. The meeting
starts at 3.00 pm on 18" February and ends at 3.00 pm on 19 February. There
will be a brainstorming session conducted by Mar Thomas Tharayil, the
Auxiliary Bishop of Changanassery. During the meeting the reports of the
Eparchial session will be presented briefly.

It was proposed to have a short spiritual enlightening session of Rev. Fr.
Daniel Poovannathil during this fellowship gathering. Further, it was proposed
to have basic text for the gathering, which would help for a fruitful sharing and
future evaluation. The detailed program has yet to be fixed.

3. St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary

On 7" December 2018 and on the second day of the Synod, HE Vincent
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Mar Paulos, the Chairman of the Seminary Commission presented a detailed
report basing on his meetings with the students and the staff of the Seminary.
HE proposed the need of a young spiritual father in the seminary in order to
understand the mind of youngsters. For Biblical languages and Moral Theology
the seminary is in dire need of resident staff. At present financial status of the
seminary is satisfactory but some of the Eparchies are not yet remitted the
amount proposed by the HES. HE further proposed that the report of the students
regarding their formation in the seminary has to be considered seriously by all.
On the part of the students there is a lack of academic seriousness which has to
be addressed seriously by the staff.

Itis proposed that as in the past, the financial responsibility of the seminary
has to be shared by the Rector and the Staff of the Seminary by using various
methods. Landed and other properties shall be made income generative. Landed
properties have to be protected. Liturgical life and practice are to be encouraged.
The Officials and the Formators have to keep and entertain their dignities of
priesthood in their conversation and speech. Sports and games are essential
parts of the seminary formation and they are to be promoted seriously. The
key role of the formators is nothing but accompaniment. Disruptive behaviors
from students or staff have to be seriously considered.

Basing on the aforesaid discussions regarding the formation in the
Seminary, the Chairman of the Seminary Commission was asked to meet the
staff and students at the earliest. HB also informed the Fathers of the Synod
that he shall meet the Rector to do the needful.

4. Evaluation on the Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

During the third session of the Synod, the half-yearly account of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia was presented by Rev. Fr. Varghese Angadiyil and it was
passed unanimously. It is proposed by the HES that the income from the land
and agriculture are to be notified in the account in the future. HB thanked Fr.
Varghese Angadiyil for his commitment and selfless service at the Curia.

5. Collections to the Holy See

HB informed the members of the Synod that each Eparchy is obliged
to send the following three collections, namely Mission Sunday, Good Friday
and Peter’s Pence to the Holy See.

6. Matters Subsecreto
7. Suvishesha Sangam

HE Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for
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Evangelization, together with the help of Rev. Fr. Antony Kakkanat, the
Secretary of the Commission, submitted a written proposal to the HES regarding
the specific ministries of the members of the Suvishesha Sangam. Fathers of
the Synod proposed to add with it the ministry of “Participation in the Missions”.
HB informed the Fathers of the Synod to send a circular basing on this written
document by each one in their respective Eparchies.

8. Omalogio (Solemn Exhortation)

Taking into account of the existing life situation and cultural changes in
the world, in accordance with the direction of His Beatitude, Archbishop
Thomas Mar Koorilos prepared a new text of Omalogio to be used for the
priestly ordination. His Grace read the entire draft and there was a serious
discussion upon its contents. Due to shortage of time, it is decided to have
further evaluation on it during the forthcoming synod. Meanwhile, the members
are asked to study and evaluate the text carefully.

9. Appointment of Rev. Fr. Abraham Mannil

HB informed the Synod that in order to satisfy the repeated requests of the
Knanaya Syro-Malankara Catholic Community, with due consultation with
HE Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Bishop of Pathanamthitta and Archbishop
Mar Mathew Moolakatt, he has appointed Rev. Fr. Abraham Mannil, from the
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, to be appointed as the Vicar General for the
Malankarites in the Archdiocese of Kottayam.

10. New Mission in Singapore

HE Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, being the Apostolic Visitator to Europe
and Oceania made an official visit to Singapore and coordinated the Syro-
Malankara Faithful over there. At present, he has identified more than 81 persons
(including families) belonging to the Syro-Malankara Catholic community
residing at Singapore. Of course, the number will be high if we go for a strict
statistics. Itis a mixed community of both Tamil and Malayalam. HE had an
official talk with the concerned office bearers of the Archdiocese of Singapore
and they agreed to appoint a priest from our Church to cater the pastoral needs
of our faithful in Singapore while assisting in a Latin Catholic Parish. After
consulting with HG Thomas Mar Koorilos and HE Vincent Mar Paulos, and
as per the request of the Archdiocese of Singapore, HB proposed, names of
two priests who could handle Tamil, Malyalam and English languages
respectively. Among them, the Archdiocese of Singapore has selected the name
of Rev. Fr. Sam John Thadathil, a priest belonging to the Major Archdiocese
of Trivandrum and now the visa process is progressing.
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11. Value of Goods for Alienation and Loans

Taking into account of the existing situation and economic changes in the
world, in accordance with the direction of 22" Ordinary HES, Archbishop
Thomas Mar Koorilos made an elaborate study on the topic of alienation and
Loans. His Grace presented the content of the findings briefly. There was a
discussion upon the matter.

It is decided for the time being it is better to follow the same proposal of
the 15" Ordinary HES that “in case of taking loans from banks, if the amount
exceeds hundred millions (10 crores) the Eparchial Bishop shall obtain the
consent of the Holy Episcopal Synod. The next Synod will take further
discussions in this matter.

Conclusion

His Beatitude concluded the Extra Ordinary HES by stating that there
are several other subjects to be treated which we will be considering in the
forthcoming Ordinary Synod. Within a short span of time we had a prayerful
discussion on several topics. Let us submit ourselves before the Almighty God
and fulfill the ministries entrusted to us with utmost care and dedication. Let
the Spirit of the Lord lead and guide our actions.

HB announced that the next Ordinary Synod will begin on 11 March 2019
at 9.00 am and ends on 15th March 2019 at 4.00 pm.

Further, HB said that the SMCC has done a marvelous relief works during
the drastic Flood in Kerala. Mavelikara, Tiruvalla, Pathanamthitta,
Muvattupuzha and Bathery are the most flood affected eparchies in our Church.
Our youngsters contributed a lot in the flood relief activities. HB thanked each
and every one for this noble gesture.

HB announced that the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum mobilized Rs.
4 crores for the flood relief activities from various sources. From this Rs.50
lakhs will be distributed to each affected eparchy in the SMCC. Each eparchy
is asked to use the amount fruitfully for the benefit of the flood affected people
and keep the accounts as per the norms of the Church and the State.

HB further cordially invited all the Fathers of the Synod for the Holy
Eucharist on 2 January 2019 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Trivandrum in connection
with the celebration of his heavenly Patron’s day. There will not be other
celebrations other than the concelebrated Holy Qurbono due to the recent flood
in Kerala.

His Beatitude thanked all the Bishops for their love for the Church and
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solidarity with him in the exercise of his ministry in the Church as its Father
and Head. He thanked wholeheartedly HE Abraham Mar Julios and Yoohanon
Mar Theodosius for hosting the extra-ordinary synod in the Eparchy of
Muvattupuzha. He also thanked the officials of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
for the arrangements of the Synod. Invoking God’s blessing through the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the
Church, His Beatitude declared the HES closed at 2.30 pm.

With a short prayer His Beatitude the Catholicos imparted the final blessing.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
HES Secretary

¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor.
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Life and Demise of His Excellency Bishop Mar Divannasios

His Excellency was born on 1 November 1950, as the second son of the
eight children of Varghese and Mariamma in Anjilimoottil House,
Kunnamthanm (Maternal Home). At the age of 6, he migrated from Edathva
to South Canara in Karnataka State with his parents. Having completed his
primary education at Nelliyadi and at Uppanangadi, at the age of 16, Rev.
George Chundevalel (Bishop Geevarghese Mar Timotheos), Rector at the time,
received him to the Minor seminary with the blessings of His Excellency
Zacharias Mar Athanasios of happy memory, the Bishop of Tiruvalla. After
the completion of studies at the Minor Seminary, he started his studies with
Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios and Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom in St. Paul’s
Major Seminary, Trichy.

Rev. Bro. Varghese Ottathengil was ordained a priest on 18 April 1978 by
the late Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios, at Keerampadi Church, South
Canara. Then he served his priestly ministry at Malabar area (Bathery). Having
secured Doctorate in Theology from Angelicum University, Rome, he returned
back to Bathery and assumed charge as the Rector of the Minor Seminary in
the Eparchy of Bathery. He did praiseworthy service as the Rector of St. Mary’s
Malankara Major Seminary, Trivandrum. The construction of the Seminary
Chapel and Theology Block was completed under the leadership of His
Excellency.

His Holiness Pope St. John Paul II appointed him as the second Bishop of
the Eparchy of Bathery assuming the name Geevarghese Mar Divannasios on
5 February 1997. He led the Eparchy of Bathery for 13 years. On the demise of
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos in 2007, he officiated as the Administrator
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church for a short period. On 25 February
2010, His Excellency was appointed as the first Bishop of newly formed
Eparchy of Puttur, bifurcating the Eparchy of Bathery. Owing to ill-heath His
Excellency retired and was undergoing treatment and taking rest at the priestly
home at Pallimala in the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. His Excellency was called
to eternal rest on 16 January 2018 at 2.35 pm.

His Excellency, who uphold the virtues of humility and love, was an
exemplary example of prayer life. His contributions were unique during the
time of his ministry as the Rector of Major Seminary, Bishop of the Eparchy of
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Bathery and the starting stage of the Eparchy of Puttur. His infatuation for
worship, concern to poor, and the care for priests and religious are the aspects
to be emphasized. He was careful as he could be to build-up of new missions.

His father was died in 1985 and his mother was died in 2011. Achamma —
Rajan Kakkanatt (Cathedral, Tiruvalla), George — Ponnamma Palathinkal
(Germany), Molykutty — Solaman Kochuzhathil (Vennikulam), Valsamma-
Sebastian thiruthanathil (Belthangady), Dr. Susan — Dr. Sabu Moozhiparambil
(UK), Gracy — George Cherian Nambadath (Switzerland), Reji — Mathew
Kalayanthanam (Canada) are the siblings.

On 17 January 2018 Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Theodosius and Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios celebrated Holy Qurbono
at St. John’s Cathedral at 6.30 am. There was a steady flow of faithful to the St.
John’s Metropolitan Cathedral, where the mortal remains of Bishop Mar
Divannasios was placed. People from the different walks of life paid tribute to
their spiritual leader.

His Beatitude Cardinal Mar George Alancherry (Major Archbishop of the
Syro-Malabar Church), Archbishop Dr. Soosai Pakiam (President KCBC), Dr.
Philipose Mar Chrysostom Marthoma Valia Methrapolitha, Archbishop
Kuriakose Mar Severios Valia Metrapolitha (Knanaya), Bishops Mar Joseph
Kallarangattu (Pala), Mar Stephen Athipozhiyil (Alappuzha), Mar George
Punakkottil (Kothamangalam), Mar Thomas Tharayil (Auxiliary Bishop,
Changanaserry), Msgr. James Anaparampil (Co-adjutor Bishop Designate
Alapuzha), Dr. Joseph Mar Gregorios (Synod Secretary of Jacobite Church),
Bishops of Orthodox Church - Dr. Zacharias Mar Aprem, Dr. Joshua Mar
Nicodemos, and Dr. Jakob Mar Elias, Bishops of Mar Thoma Church — Dr.
Yuyakim Mar Koorilos, Joseph Mar Barnabas, and Thomas Mar Timotheos,
CSI Bishops - KG Daniel and Oommen George, Rev. Dr. Paul Achandi (CMI
Prior General), Rev. Dr. Thomas Ikkara (Vice Chancellor, Christ University
Bangalore), Rev. Fr. George Alumkal (Vicar General, Kanjirappally), Rev. Fr.
Jose Plachikkal (Vicar General, Idukki) and Rev. Fr. Joseph Mundakathil (Vicar
General, Changanaserry), Msgr. Sebastian Poovathingal (Episcopal Vicar,
Kottayam), Rev. Dr. M.O. John (Priest Trustee of Orthodox Church), Biju
Oomman (Secretary), Rev. K. G. Joseph (Secretary Marthoma Church), P.P.
Achankunju (Trustee of the Church), Prof. P.J. Kurian (Deputy Speaker Rajya
Sabha), H’ble Ministers - Shri. Ramachandran Kadannappally and Mathew T.
Thomas, Members of Parliament - Shri Anto Antony and Shri Kodikkunnil
Suresh, Members of Legislative Assembly - Shri Raju Abraham and Shri Mons
Joseph, Former DGP Shri. Jacob Punnoose, representatives of Tiruvalla,
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distinguished citizens and the political leaders paid tribute to the departed
Bishop.

The funeral of His Excellency was different as he kept his life differently.
There were no floral cycles or sacrificial offerings in the procession. Having
circled the parish avoiding Nagarikanikkal, the mortal body was taken down
in the tomb.

The funeral service was officiated by Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos. Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas,
bishop of Bathery, made homily. The services were started with the Holy
Qurbono on 18™ January. Having completed the sixth order of the service, the
mortal body dropped out of the coffin. Then the concluding services were
started. Along with His Beatitude, Metropolitan Archbishop Thomas Mar
Koorilos, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar
Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios,
Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most
Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Anthonios, and Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios were the
concelebrants. The funeral service, which was started at 2 pm, was concluded
at 4.30 pm. It was very heart touching among the service of asking departure
to the parish, altar and area where he served, brethren bishops, priests, religious,
brothers, faithful, and parents. The farewell service was carried out by rising
the mortal body of His Excellency. Responding to the prayer of peace, the
faithful replied: Pithave, samadhanathode pokuka...

Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos and Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Bishop of Puttur delivered the speech of homage.
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Secretary of Holy Episcopal Synod and
Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla, delivered vote of thanks to all. Having
completed the services at the cathedral, His Beatitude and other Bishops gave
kiss of love. Then the bishops and priests moved in row while the mortal body
was taken to tomb. The mortal body was taken down with special prayer at
tomb. The last rituals were made by offering incense and pouring myron on
the mortal body in the special tomb.
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Circular

Catholicos Day — 2018

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

This year 4 February 2018 Sunday is observed as the 13™ Catholicos Day
to commemorate the recognition by the Holy See of the rights of Autonomy of
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church which remains a continuation of the
heritage of St. Thomas in the soil of Maliankara, the consequent establishment
of the Major Archiepiscopal See and the elevation of the Head of the Malankara
Church as the Major Archbishop Catholicos. In this time of crisis, let us
prayerfully take pledge to execute the ministries of the Church in the spirit of
faith and with strong conviction. I wish everyone loving greetings of the
Catholicos Day.

While we observe yet another Catholicos Day prayerfully, we should accept
it as an occasion to express our gratitude to the infinite good God showers
upon us. If God has reared up this Church as tower amidst divisions, crisis and
failings, the reasons for it doubtlessly are the mercy of God, the deep devotion
and disciplined adherence to the Holy Mass, the Word of God, the Liturgy and
Tradition of the Church and also the love and obedience shown to the Fathers
of the Church; like the prayer: “Nayavan panapole thalirthidume...” the 87
years after the Reunion were those of blessings for us. When we tried to share
the God-given gifts with others He showed us the paths to tread without failures.
I recollect with thanks the earnest support given by us on the occasion of 87
Reunion Anniversary, to our brothers in pain in Syria and other Middle East
Countries. Similarly, we could give a reasonably significant contribution to
the Latin Archdiocese of Trivandrum for the disaster management consequent
to the Okhi Cyclone. Thus on the paths of dedication and self-restraint shown
to us by the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios we should move ahead
further as a single Church.

I am happy to announce that the responsibility entrusted upon us by God
to spread the light of the Gospel all over India is forging ahead effectively. I
remember with thanks the fact that our venerable Fathers, Reverend Priests,
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Religious, Lay Ministers and Seminarians are engaged in the Ministers of the
Church with great enthusiasm. [ am presenting our inability to provide sufficient
number of Priests to execute the services and ministers as a prayer intention.
We should have plenty of good vocations. Only then will we be able to impart
the light of faith and knowledge to our poor brothers in the Mission areas.

Our Church is nearing towards the fullness of the Centenary of the Reunion
Movement. Therefore the coming 12 years are very precious as far as we are
concerned. The procedure to convene the Second Assembly has been initiated
already. During the 22" Holy Episcopal Synod scheduled to be held from 19
to 23 February 2018 at the Catholicate Centre, the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
will discuss these matters and you will be informed of the details.

The ways in which God leads our Church are widespread and many. That
is why we are capable of executing the ministries of the Church all over India
and in different parts of the World. By this time 11 Eparchies and 1 Apostolic
Visitator have been canonically formed as the Mission areas of our Church.
The leadership of 15 Bishops including the Head of the Church renders the
Church an unprecedented spiritual awakening. In this context I thank all the
venerable Bishops who had been with me in the Ministry of the Church. Besides
let us pray for the good health and life of His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Thimotheos, who is leading a retired life. On this occasion, I remember
with gratitude all the Reverend Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Priests, Men and
Women Religious and the Lay Ministers. I convey the greetings of the
Catholicos Day, prayers and thanks to the children of the Church who move
always with the Church. This year, 50 newly ordained are entering the arenas
of the Church Ministry as Diocesan Priests and Religious Priests. As we
congratulate them and their parents, we pray that let God strengthen them to
execute these services in a prayerful manner.

By the grace of God, in the recent past a new Eparchy named ‘Parassala’
came into being in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. This new Mission
Eparchy is the fruit of the sincere mission work of the children of the Church.
His Excellency Thomas Mar Eusebius has begun his ministerial services as
the first Bishop of this Eparchy. His Excellency Geevarghese Mar Makarios,
has also begun his services as the second Bishop of the Eparchy of Puttur. It
gives us joy that His Excellency Philipos Mar Stephanos has been appointed
the Bishop of the Eparchy of Queen of Peace, USA-Canada. His Excellency
Yoohanon Mar Theodosius has assumed charge as the Bishop of our Curia,
and also in charge of the children of our Church in Europe and Oceania as the
Apostolic Visitator. Let us place these Bishops and their services before God
and pray.
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Our Major Archiepiscopal Curia is the headquarter which co-ordinates
all the canonical activities and mission services of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. For its daily activities the personal co-operation of each and
everyone of us is necessary. Accordingly, as per the decision of the Holy
Episcopal Synod, the offerings of the Catholicos Day are set apart for this
special intention. Therefore, I exhort all the children of God to contribute
generously to this cause and thereby impart strength to the activities of the
Church. All the reverend Priest should inform the Faithful of their respective
Parishes about this well in advance and encourage it. The Bishops will submit
the contributions as per decision of the Holy Episcopal Synod on the first day
of the 22" Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. The Superior Generals, Provincial
Superiors should remit their contributions at the Finance Office of the Curia
before the Synod. I remember with gratitude all those who joined in the
endeavour last year generously.

On the Catholicos Day after the celebration of the Holy Mass the
Catholicos Flag should be hoisted and the Oath taken, in all our Parishes,
Institutions and Mission Centres. I pray that let God shower his mercy and
blessings upon each and everyone of you and on our beloved Church.

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

& Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on 4 February 2018, Sunday, in all
Churches, Mission centres and Centres of worship.
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REMEMBRANCE OF DEMISED BISHOP
GEEVARGHESE MAR DIVANNASIOS

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

All of us are bereaved by the demise of His Excellency Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios who was the first Bishop of Puttur Eparchy and the second Bishop
of the Eparchy of Bathery and the first Administrator after the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church has been elevated as the Major Archiepiscopal Church. I
convey the reverence condolences and prayers of the entire Church to His
Excellency Geevarghese Mar Makarios, the Bishop of Puttur, Priests, Religious,
people of God and the Members of Family of the Departed.

His Excellency Geevarghese Mar Divannasios left for the Heavenly Abode,
at 2.35 pm on 16 January 2018 at the Pushpagiri Hospital, Tiruvalla, while he
was leading retired life in the Priest Home of Pallimala belonging to the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, after his retirement from the position of the Bishop
of Puttur, owing to ill-health. His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos the Metropolitan
Archbishop of Tiruvalla, Priests, Religious and Members of his family were
near to him in prayers at the time of his death. Without delay, the mortal remains
of His Excellency were adorned with the ceremonial dress and it was placed in
the Chapel of Pushpagiri Hospital for special prayers. I was fortunate enough
to reach there soon and say prayers and offering incense. Soon, in the presence
of His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos, Archbishop of Tiruvalla, His Excellency
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom the Bishop of Pathanamthitta, His Excellency
Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Bishop of Major Archiepiscopal Curia, the
Priests and Religious present there, lay faithful and members of family, the
‘Doopaprathana’ was held. At 9 pm, his mortal remains were brought to St.
John’s Metropolitan Cathedral and placed there enabling the Public to pay
tributes.

Concelebration of Holy Mass was held on 17 at 6.30 a.m. at the Cathedral
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at which His Excellency Joshua Mar Igantios was the Main Celebrant and His
Excellency Yoohanon Mar Theodosius and His Excellency Samuel Mar Irenios
were concelebrants. On 18, the commemoration Day of Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios, the First Catholios of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church and
Mar Severios, Archbishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, concelebration of
the Holy Mass was held at 8.00 am at the Cathedral. His Grace Thomas Mar
Koorilos, Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla, Bishop Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom, Bishop Joshua Mar Ignatios, Bishop Joseph Mar Thomas, Bishop
Abraham Mar Julios, Bishop Vincent Mar Paulos, Bishop Thomas Mar
Eusebius, Bishop Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios
and Bishop Samuel Mar Irenios were the concelebrants. At 2 pm the 8™ order
of the funeral service began. At 4.30 pm, the services were over and the mortal
remains were laid to rest in the tomb specially prepared for Bishops.

In the prayerful atmosphere thousands from different walks of life paying
tribute to the deceased Bishop. Just as the His Excellency had wished and
expressed as his last wish, the Funeral Ceremony was conducted excluding
pomp, luxury and the procession around the city. In the last rites the Reverend
Bishops of the Syro-Malabar, Latin, Malankara Orthodox, Malankara Jacobite,
Mar Thoma, and CSI Churches, leaders and representatives of the socio-political
scene, several priests, religious, seminarians and numerous lay Faithful from
different Eparchies, members of the Family and the local inhabitants participated
prayerfully.

The departed Bishop, His Excellency Geevarghese Mar Divannasios was
a humble altruist who had made prayer his own, a visionary who had humbly
executed his ecclesiastical services and a personality who had performed all
his pastoral duties entrusted upon him without any rest.

His Excellency was an excellent steward of a prayerful life, a synonym of
simplicity who has humility and love as his assets. He was keen about adhering
strictly to liturgical life and retaining unusual intimacy for music. He used to
take care in maintaining an undying friendship with those who he had met. His
Excellency used to work hard to execute its good results for his pastoral services
in the areas entrusted to him. His Excellency could start several Mission Centres,
establish Churches and Institutions. The Puttur Diocese in 2016 could conduct
the celebrations of the 86™ Reunion Day Celebrations and the Silver Jubilee of
the South Canara Mission which is a testimony to the leadership qualities and
excellent organizational skill of His Excellency. His affection for priests,
religious and the children of God needs special mention. His Excellency was
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Priests.

The Malankara Catholic Church has boundless gratitude to His Grace
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Thomas Mar Koorilos, Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla, and also to the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla for arranging all facilities required for the Medical
Treatment of Bishop Mar Divannasios during the last days of his life and for
the help and support given to him. On behalf of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church, I thank everyone who had expressed their condolences on the demise
of His Excellency, consoled, offered prayers and participated in the funeral
services. On this occasion I remember with gratitude all the members of his
family who stood with him offering support and services.

The 41 Days of the Death of His Excellency will be observed on 26 February
at the St. John’s Metropolitian Cathedral at Tiruvalla. On 26™ at 6.30 am, Holy
Mass will be celebrated followed by Incense Prayer and ‘Nercha.’ In all the
Churches and Religious Ashrams, Holy Mass should be celebrated in his name,
followed by special prayers. Till 26" February, as we celebrate the 41% day of
demise, are Days of Mourning. Everyone should take care to postpone big
celebrations during this period.

Let us make our own the vision and outlook of His Excellency. Let us
endeavour to join sides with the poor, grow existing in the Christian fellowship
and maintain unusual devotion to liturgical life. Let our hope that His Excellency
will intercede from Heaven for the Church and each and everyone of us,
strengthen us.

Your humble servant in the Lord.

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

The Major Archbishop-Catholicos of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship and the excerpts should be exhibited on the Notice
Board.
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SEMINARY DAY 2018

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The first Sunday after Holy Easter is observed as Seminary Day throughout
the entire Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The observation of the Seminary
Day exhorts us specially to understand better about priestly vocation to promote
vocations and to pray for those who are engaged in priestly formation and
training.

Priesthood is a very noble gift and a holy mission. Through words “you
are not choosing, but I have chosen you™, Jesus reveals the unusual dimension
of priestly vocation. But the person who responds to this call is a weak human
being. Priests are the ones chosen from ordinary human beings. "For every
high priest chosen from among man is appointed to act on behalf of men in
relation to God" (Hebrews 5:1).

In short the great gift of priesthood is placed in the hands of weak human
beings. The priests called from the human situations and environments are
sent on Gospel mission into similar situations. Because of this priesthood and
priestly service face challenges continuously.

Hence, the priests are called to be the live and transparent images of Jesus
Christ, the redeemer of the world in the different situations of the World. Priests
should be in the model of Jesus Christ in character and mission. Only there
will the invisible Christ be visible in the world today through his priests. Each
priest should be able to perform priestly service according to the changing
situations and needs of the society. Pope St. John Paul II tells us that the life
and service of a priest should suit every situation of life and every age (Pastores
dabo vobis 5).

Good priestly vocations will come only from families which are
ecclesiastically and spiritually oriented. What forms the basis for the promotion
and encouragement of vocation are the spiritual life and example of the parents.
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The spiritual service and divine adoration in the Parish become the reason for
promoting vocation.

It is through priestly formation and training that clarity of vision is gained
about priestly vocation and mission. The selection of aspirants for priesthood
and this training play an important role to illuminate the greatness of priesthood.
The Second Vatican Council teaches that what is to be done in priestly training
is to promote and rear up the priestly vocation budding in the family atmosphere
abounding in love and devotion to God. Therefore, priestly training is a service
to be performed with much care, in all its seriousness.

In every diocese, right and proper vision of priesthood is created in the
aspirants for priesthood through the training at the Minor Seminary. Through
the teaching of philosophy and theology it is aimed at providing priests who
are self-confident and who possess a sense of value.

On this occasion of the celebration of Seminary Day, I exhort all of you to
pray for all the Seminarians in our Church who are undergoing training for
priesthood. Let us pray that let them able to seek out Christ, experience Him
and proclaim Him, through the priestly training.

I specially remind you to involve in this context in priestly training through
your financial assistance. It is also reminded to make the arrangements needed
by contacting the Rev. Rector of the Seminary, if anyone is desires of involving
in the training of the Malankara Major Seminary, which is the heart of our
Church.

Let the God Almighty shower his blessings on all of you in abundance.

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

The Major Archbishop Catholicos of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship and the excerpts should be exhibited on the Notice
Board.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 1/2018

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

THE 75™ COMMEMORATION DAY
OF ARCHBISHOP THOMAS MAR DIOSCOROS

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The seventy fifth commemoration day of Ottathaickal Thomas Mar
Dioscoros Metropolitan, who was joined to the communion of the universal
Church through Reunion; nurtured and strengthened the Malankara Reunion
and the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church through nombu, prayer, and penance,
is observing by the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church on 22, 23 and 24 of this
month (Thursday, Friday and Saturday) at St. Mary’s Church at
Thriumoolapuram as its centre where His Excellency was interred. The function
is being sponsored by Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. His Excellency
possessed a deep spirituality. We intend to observe the platinum jubilee of his
demise inclusively with spiritual services. The memorial services are arranged
under the special leadership of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. In the three day
long memorial services all the Bishops belonging to our Church will participate.
I remind that the Reverend Corepiscopo, Rambans, the Rev. Priests, Religious,
and the faithful should participate in all these day services and seek God’s
blessing.

He was born on the 4th of January 1884 as the second son of Thomman
Kuruvila, the fourth son of Kochuthomman of the ancient Thenalady Family
in Chingavanam and of Naithi Amma the only daughter of Ottathaikal Mani.
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His Father Sri Thomman Kuruvila was a member of the Travancore Praja
Sabha. His maternal home Ottathaikal was rich in temporal assets and extremely
rich regarding spiritual matters. Naithi Amma was the only daughter and hence
heir to all the family property. In those days for the Metropolitans and Rev.
Fathers travelling from Kottayam Old Seminary to Parumala Seminary
Ottathaikal House was a mid-way station for food and rest. The visit of bishops
and priests caused to spiritual awareness to grow in Kuruvila Thomas and a
vocation took shape in him. The prayer life of his mother deepened the spirit
of prayer and penance in him.

He completed his education at CMS School at Pallom and the CMS College
at Kottayam. Bishop Mar Gregorios of Parumala recognised Thomas' interests
in spiritual matters and ordained him deacon at the age of eighteen. He studied
thoroughly Syriac language, the regulations and the liturgical practices. When
he was twenty eight years old Edavazhikkal Geevarghese Mar Saverios Valiya
Metropolitan of Knanaya Diocese ordained him a priest. The study of Church
history led him to the knowledge that the fullness of the Church founded by
Jesus Christ is in the Holy Catholic Church. Rev. Fr. Thomas Ottathaikal was
watching closely the efforts for reunion carried on under Mar James Kalacherry,
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Changanacherry, and Mar Alexander
Choolaparampil, Bishop of the Diocese of Kottayam. He also continued to
study in depth the history of the Church. Rev. Fr. Thomas Ottathaikal had
come to know that the Knanonite Jacobite Metropolitan Edavazhikkal Mar
Saverios was having discussions regarding reunion with the Kottayam Bishop
Alexander Choolaparambil. So Mar Severios had agreed to Bishop
Choolaparmbil that if the Catholic Church recognised the Antiochean liturgy
he and the members of the Knanonite Jacobite Community were ready to be
reunited. So he wanted to join the Catholic Church and thus attain fullness as
a Church and thus make the Knanonite Community stronger. In 1921 he was
reunited and joined the Kottaym diocese. He started living in Idakkad Church.
On 5™ July 1921 permission was received from Rome to use the Antiochean
Syrian Rite and he offered mass in the Catholic Church in Antiochean Syrian
Rite.

The Metropolitan of Knanonite Jacobite Diocese Edavazhikkal
Geevarghese Mar Saverios desired to have an Auxiliary Bishop because of his
unsatisfactory condition of his health. The person the community unanimously
discovered was Rev. Thomas Ottathaikal. The Knanonite Community Council
taking into account the holiness of his life, his love for the community and his
efficiency chose him as the bishop. They could not find another priest who
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could be appointed bishop in Knanonite Jacobite Church. So he yield to the
demand of the community. Mar Alexander Choolaparambil believed that Rev.
Thomas Ottathikal becoming the bishop of the Jacobite diocese would be
helpful for reunion and unity and hence he did not oppose the decision of Rev.
Thomas Ottathaikal. On 11 November 1926 he was consecrated bishop by the
Patriarch Ignatios Elias the Third in Jerusalem and took the name Mar
Diascoros. When he returned to his land he assumed office as the auxiliary
bishop of Mar Saverios. When on the 11" of June 1927 Mar Saverios was
called to eternal rest he took charge as the Head of the Knanonite diocese. His
time in office (1927-1939) was a period of developments for the community.

The Knanonite Community Council chosen by the community to build a
Head Quarters for the diocese was headed by the Rev. Father Ottathaikal. The
Head Quarters he had started building at Chingavanam was completed and
given the name Aprem Seminary. Besides this, the Women’s Home at Kurichi,
the Higher Secondary School at Ranni and other institutions of which the
community can be proud were built during the time of his tenure. They were
the achievements of his time.

Even when as the Metropolitan of the Knanonite diocese and community
he was performing a number of tasks his heart and soul was in the Holy Catholic
Church. His heart was eager to be reunited with the Holy Catholic Church
together with all the members of Knanonite Jacobite Church and thus achieve
the fullness of Church and empowerment of the Community. The significant
Malankara Reunion that took place on 20 September 1930 under the leadership
of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios made him even more enthusiastic. Without
waiting for the reunion of the whole community, on 12 November 1939 at
Trivandrum in the presence of Archbishop Mar Ivanios he confessed the true
faith, was reunited and joined the Malankara Catholic Church. Then he returned
to Tiruvalla and stayed at Cheru Pushpagiri Aramana together with the
Metropolitans Jacob Mar Theophilos and Joseph Mar Saverios. Subsequently
he moved to a small house at Tirumoolapuram where Mar Ivanios had shed
tears, prayed and did penance for Reunion.

Without accepting any office, honour or administrative duties he wanted
to spent the rest of his life in prayer and penance. Everyday large number of
people belonging to different castes and religions came to him seeking his
prayers and blessings. The members of the community and his family members
made several attempts to bring him back to be the bishop of the Knanonite
Jacobite diocese. He said for him the salvation of his soul was more important
than power and so also the true faith. He reunited to the Catholic Church some
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of his visitors. The rest of his life he spent at Tirumoolapuram as an ascetic
praying for the reunion of all Catholics with the Holy Catholic Church. His
hard work for the Knanonite Jacobite diocese had rendered him a sick man.
He was a diabetic patient; his abstinence and fast made him more exhausted.
His face became more shinning because of his spiritual light. On 21 February
1943 on Kohane Sunday, his soul reached the heavenly Father. The following
day his mortal remains were interred in the special tomb prayed adjacent to St.
Thomas Bethany Church, Tirumoolapuram. When the parish church was shifted
to its present site and rededicated in the name of Mary Mother of God, on 18
September 1955 his mortal remains were also transferred to a specially prepared
tomb in the Kestroma of the new Church. His tomb has become a source of
blessing and consolation for many. People belonging to different castes and
religions come and make offerings at his tomb and obtain blessings. Abstinence,
prayer, mortification, fasting and penance through he strengthened the
Malankara Reunion Movement. He now from heaven praying for Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church and for the Reunion of Malankara Church.

I invite all of you to take part in the Platinum Jubilee of the demise of
bishop Mar Diascorous of happy memory.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

sd/-

Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
12.02.2018

NB:- This Pastoral Letter should be read in all our Churches, Mission Centres and
Centres of worship during the Holy Qurbano on Sunday.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 2/2018

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

YEAR OF YOUTH
IN THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

(25 March 2018 - 25 March 2019)

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

One century is going to be completed on 20 September 2030 after the
Reunion of Malankara Church with the Universal Church. It is a very great
elegant witness of the grace of God that Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
could foster the Malankara Church which was caught in a trap of dispute taking
the plaintiff and the defendant in the court-case and entangled in verdicts in
the union of the Universal Church fellowship. The Son of God, our Lord and
Saviour commanded, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to
the whole creation” (Mk.16:15). The Malankara Syrian Church could make
the mission more effective and timely. There is only 12 years more to enter
into the centenary of the Reunion Movement which was described as the greatest
Church event of the twentieth century by World Media. The coming days have
to be changed as occasions of prayer, study and sharing, by the whole Church.
The Church wishes to make various subjects as curricula and to analyse them.

As a part of the preparation for the 12 years towards the centenary, we are
preparing to choose one subject each for the reflection of the Church. As its
primary procedure our reflection and commitment focusing the youth are being
started. We aims (1) to strengthen the youth to live as a disciple of Christ, in
this world of today, (2) to build up a community of believers, making the
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youth as responsible partners of life, mission and duties of the Church, (3) to
lead each and every young man and young woman to their personal and spiritual
integral progress.

In respect of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Church,
the Youth Movement (MCYM) is leaving behind its 50 years. It is a rare
movement. ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and
human favour’ (Lk. 2:52). I offer affectionately the blessings of the jubilee to
this great movement and to all the former leaders who followed our Lord and
served the Church for the last 50 years in various modes and aspects, witnessing
our Lord and also to all who actively serve today with the former leaders. I
proclaim 25 March 2018 to 25 March 2019 as Youth Year in the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church in the light of the wise thought of our Holy Episcopal
Synod held in the month of February 2018. I believe that the celebration of the
Youth Year will bring our whole Church nearer to young Christ, in the
background of the Golden Jubilee of Malankara Catholic Youth Movement
(MCYM). I wish and hope that the celebration of the Youth Year should not be
contracted only as a celebration for the youth but the year should be one when
the whole Church strengthens and sanctifies the ministries of the youth and
vice-versa. I pray to the Holy Spirit especially for it.

From the time of Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the Youth had participated in
the activities actively in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church and stood firm
in the stands of the Church. They made Jesus who went around doing good
available in the neighbourhood. History witnesses that the Youth had gathered
together in various parishes and strengthened them and encouraged the Reunion
activities. Even then, five decades have been elapsed since a Youth Movement
with definite arrangement has been formed. On 28 February 1968, Cardinal
Fustanburg, the President of the Oriental Congregation, commenced officially
the Youth Movement in Malankara in the name ‘Kerala Catholic Youth
Organization’ in a meeting held under the presidentship of Zachariah Mar
Athanasios of happy memory, at the St. John’s Cathedral, Tiruvalla.

On 1971, the young people organized a meeting under the leadership of
late Rev. Fr. Dominic Zachariah with the blessings of Late Archbishop Benedict
Mar Gregorios, at Pathanamthitta centre which was then under the undivided
Archieparchy of Trivandrum and adopted the name Malankara Catholic Youth
Movement or MCYM. On 1978 the Youth Movement got a new form and
state when it started Padayatra from Ranni-Perunadu to the tomb of Archbishop
Mar Ivanios, the Servant of God. During 1984, the Youth Movement was
arranged in the name ‘MCYM’ in the three eparchies. The central council of
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MCYM was formed officially on 1990. Today the Youth Movement is actively
functioning in all the eparchies of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church with
definite constitution under the leadership of Church level council.

In the background of the Bishops’ Synod which is going to be conducted
in Rome in the month of October 2018, the entire Holy Church wishes to
strengthen the ministry of the Youth and to disseminate the spirit of the ministry
of the youth to other areas of ministries together with the Holy Church. The
topic of the Bishops’ Synod itself is ““Young People, the faith and vocational
Discernment.” Gladly, I inform all of you that Sri. Tinu Kuriakose, the Church
level President of the MCYM, will attend officially the meeting as the
representative of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, that the Holy Father
Pope Francis convenes in Rome on 19-25 March 2018, as a preparation for the
Synod.

“May our sons in their youth be like plants full grown, our daughters like
corner pillars, cut for the building of palace” (Ps. 144:12). When the Psalmist
reminds so, he is emphasizing the strength, splendour and the attitude of ministry
of our youth movement. This reflection regarding young man and young woman
1s God’s proclamation to the world. As a preparation of the meeting of the
bishops of the Universal Church in Rome, considering the topic of reflection
of the Holy Father, the children of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
together with the Most Rev. Bishops, Priests, religious and people of God
must try to study and think specially and to re-read the areas of ministries of
our youth. The ministers and children of the Church must understand that this
is the need of the time and plan of God. Let us listen to specially what the Holy
Father Pope Francis reminds us, “This is the time to listen the voice of the
Youth.”

At this time our youth are going through as many challenges and crisis,
more than of other times. The influence of atheism and political ideology in
the life of faith is increasing. When atheism and political challenges are
considered right and the Youth are participating there, what will be their witness
to Christ? Let our Lord’s words, “How can young people keep their way pure?
By guarding it according to your word,” (Ps. 119: 9) be a lesson for us. The
number of youths who waste their life by becoming slaves of the desires of the
world, intoxicating drinks, morphine and immorality and imprisoned in jail as
criminals are increasing day by day. We cannot pretend that we have not seen
the aggressive instinct and the suicide tendency in the youth, originated from
disappointment. The spiritual, intellectual, social and moral areas, our youth
pass through should be studied, reflected and prayed for. Suitable solutions
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should be suggested for them, in this jubilee year. They must be obeyed
attentively. Our Youth are our strength. We must not allow them to be destroyed.
“The glory of youth is their strength” (Prov. 20:29). Our Youth may be made
enthusiastic so that they may preserve for a new-creation with increased vigour
without declining this strength and the splendour and pleasantness of the youth.

Taking into account the importance of the Youth Year various action plans
are being formed in the Church level. Also, arrangements may be imagined
that are required to carry the ideas that the Church puts forward in all areas of
the ministries of the youth, to the sphere of performance. All people who work
in the areas of various ministries should organize study classes, discussions
and programmes of actions, so as to be helpful for the arrangements. Fellowships
and action programmes that strengthen the youth ministries should be organized
in the levels of eparchy, zone and unit circumstances that foster the spirituality
of our youth must be created. The youth must be trained, as words of God are
firmly rooted in their life. Words will become adequate for witness only if they
are experienced.

The responsibility of the Church and community to the youth people has
been increased today more than of any other times. The Youth Movement of
the Church is preparing the youth people to be the genuine disciples of Jesus
Christ and the living Gospel. As the Holy Father John Paul Il invited, “To give
a different witness of life in the world utilizing the energy and talents in order
to build up a culture of Lord’s love” (Pope John Paul II, Homily at World
Youth Day, 1993) our youth people must be transformed as people living the
Word of unchangeable love, in the changeable life-circumstances. Along with
the advancement of science the growth of technology determines the dynamics
of the community. In that circumstances solitude and disease of depression
that be gnaw man shall not cause to destroy the mind of youth (Pope Francis,
Mercy and deserving Mercy 3). Because of the life-style and utilization based
on the culture of throwing away, there happens exploitation of nature and we
must never allow them to be the model lessons of our youth (Laudato si 20:
22).

I invite all, in this Jubilee Year that the Youth may be strengthened more
by utilizing the resources of the youth properly. May our Youth be more powerful
in this jubilee year to witness the mission of preaching the message of Christ
our Lord, which was entrusted to the Church. Let our Youth be strong enough
to be the witnesses of the Lord in “Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends
of the earth” (Acts. 1:8) becoming more powerful along with the ministries of
the Church. I pray sincerely that the contributions of our youth in the
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evangelization of India and in the progress of the Universal Church in its mission
work, be mile-stones. With love, I invite all our Rev. Vicars, the Religious, the
parish committee members and those who give leadership at various stages of
ministries and all families that they should give a meaning in the performance
of the jubilee year of the Youth.

All are reminded that the prayer specially prepared may be prayed together
after the holy mass on 25 March 2018 (Palm Sunday) and the flag of MCYM
be hoisted, when the Jubilee Year of the Youth starts.

I will hoist the MCYM flag at the St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum
that day and Most Rev. Bishops will hoist the flags either at their Cathedral or
at parishes. It is informed everyone that the official inauguration of the Jubilee
Year of the Youth is arranged so.

May the special intercession of St. Francis Assisi, the heavenly Patron of
MCYM strengthens you all!

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

sd/-

¥Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
30.11.2018
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Pastoral Letter should be read in all our Churches, Mission Centres and
Centres of worship during the Holy Qurbano on Sunday.

Special Prayer for the year of Youth, enclosed with it, should be read in the parishes
after the Holy Qurbono and in the family along with the evening prayer.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Priests,
Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 3/2018

v in Lo

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

65™ COMMOMERATION DAY OF
SERVANT OF GOD ARCHBISHOP MAR IVANIOS

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The 65" ‘Dukrano Thirunal’ of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios
who has been chosen and departed by God to heal the wound of division in
Malankara, is celebrated from 1 to 14 July 2018, by the entire Church at the St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum. It is informed that this year, 15" being
a Sunday, the general celebrations will be held on Saturday the 14™. On the
same day, concelebrations of the Holy Eucharist and the prayer at the Tomb
will be held. This year, Rainer Maria Cardinal Woelki, the Archbishop of the
Archdiocese of Kolon Germany renowned in Catholic Church itself will be
blessing us as our Chief Guest. The Cardinal will be among us as the Chief
Guest of our Church from 13 to 16 July. The Cardinal will bless us participating
in the Candle-light Procession and all other functions. His Eminence will be
delivering the Homily during the Memorial Mass. The Archdiocese of Kolon
and the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church have an intimate relationship. The
help and co-operation extended by this ancient Catholic Archdiocese to our
Dioceses and the Reunion Movement, which is still continuing are the
testimonies of genuine Catholic approach and care. The encouragement given
by the Bishops over the years and continued by His Eminence Cardinal Rainer
Maria Woelki, whom I love and respect most, is acknowledged and I convey
my heartfelt gratitude on behalf of all our Dioceses and religious communities.
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Itis hoped that the visit of Cardinal Woelki and his delegation to the Malankara
Church will impart great richness to us.

We received through Archbishop Mar Ivanios alias Fr. P.T. Geevarghese,
significant contributions for the upliftment of the “Puthenkur Community.”
His Grace the Archbishop was least hesitant to dedicate his entire life and
studies for this. When he became a priest, and when elevated to the status of a
Bishop, his attention in these matters did not diminish at all. Unity and love
were the favourite subjects of His Grace Archbishop Mar Ivanios. That is why
efforts were begun even during his studies for priesthood to change the historical
lessons of division through unity and actions of love. The experiences acquired
from MD Seminary and Serampore College strengthened and brightened them.
The reason why we find unusual care from the part of His Excellency in matters
of unity is none other than this. When his own community entrusted him with
the responsibility of the endeavours for unity what prompted him to try for that
without any preconceived notion is the purity of this mission.

It is the Archbishop’s vision of life to include everyone excluding none.
God made this small Apostolic Church as an Apostolic Instrument to pave
way for significant progressive movements in the Universal Catholic Church.
The Archbishop illustrated through his own life that we should stand for the
service of God based on a sense of Justice and not for mere existence. The
Archbishop taught us that wherever we are, we should consider owning God
as the greatest goal; “possessing God is far better than service of God.”
Accordingly, the Archbishop could treat wealth, position and fame as
insignificant. The words of St. Paul became fruitful and meaningful in the life
of Archbishop Mar Ivanios: “Indeed I count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, in order that [ may gain Christ;
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends
on faith” (Phil. 3:8-9).

During this time when the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church observes
the year for Youth, the vision of the Archbishop has great relevance. In a world
order which is in a frantic race for wealth, position and fame, the personality
of the Archbishop was one that had intensely desired to keep aloof from craze
for such things even while he was a youth. His Grace could attract and rear up
several young people to the Church through this. He established the Bethany
Religious Community on the strength of these ideas.
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In his reply speech to the felicitations soon after his enthronement as
Archbishop it is mentioned clearly. Archbishop Mar Ivanios believed that the
inevitable factor for success in life is dedication before God and not wealth,
position or fame. While he had to go through different kinds of conflicts and
decisions, these convictions proved to be a strong support for the Revered
Archbishop. This should inspire anyone who is engaged in the service of the
Church. On this occasion of the 65" anniversary of his death, I pray and wish
that his noble visions of the Revered Father impart greater strength to their
reflections.

The death Anniversary of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios is a
time for our coming together. We prepare ourselves for the Anniversary from 1
to 15 July with special prayers and observances of Fasting. It is doubtless that
it will help to deepen further our love for the Church, purity of life at the level
of the Individual. These spiritual rites and observances are inevitable for the
continued activities of the Beatification of our Pithavu. I exhort to all the
children of the Church to observe these as the reflection of their love and
sincere relationship to the Church beyond the personal inconveniences. |
specially remind all concerned that special prayers, charity work and retreats
should be held in families, Formation Houses, Seminaries, Ashrams, all parishes
and religious houses. From 1 to 15 July, there will be celebration of the Holy
Mass, preaching, intercessional prayers and the sacrament of reconciliation at
the Tomb in St. Mary’s Church Pattom. In this context it will be an occasion of
special blessing of arrangements are made under the leadership of Rev. Parish
Priests for each parish community to conduct a pilgrimage to the Tomb as
pilgrim groups. I remember with gratitude on this occasion the blessed services
going on for the past two years, throughout the year, under the auspices of the
Suvisheshasangam. 1 remind everyone specially of the duty and responsibility
of extending the blessed mediation of our beloved Pithavu to several people.

Mar Ivanios Padhayatra is a blessed service we conduct every year in
connection with the commemoration services. This year the main pilgrimage
will start from Ranni-Perunnad in the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta. It is a divine
blessing that several people irrespective of age participate in this Padhayatra
with proper spiritual preparation every year. The increasing number of pilgrims
every year is a sign of the showering of divine Grace through this sacrificial
act. It is a matter of pride for us that believers of other religions also welcome
and participate in this pilgrimage realizing its richness. As in previous years,
the Church level committee of MCYM will lead this ‘Padhayatra.’ In this
Padhayatra conducted in the Year for Youth, the prayerful presence of Youth
with special intentions is essential. All should take care to experience the Holy

113



Circulars & Pastoral Letters

Communion with due preparation after having the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The Directors, Animators and Youth Leaders should take special care and pay
attention to these arrangements. Those who participate in this ‘Padhayatra’
should take special care in maintaining its devotion and sanctity, Padhayatras
from the eparchies of Tiruvalla, Muvattupuzha, Mavelikara, Marthandam,
Gurgaon, Exarchate of Pune-Kadhki and from the centres outside India will
join the main Padhayatra and arrive at the Tomb.

On the arrival of the Pilgrims main Padhayatra from Perunad on Friday
13 July evening, there will be Candle-light Procession and Evening Prayer. On
the same day, soon after the evening prayer the “Hand Laying’ service of the
5™ Batch of the members of the Suvisheshasangam at the level of the Church
will be held. There will be the concelebration of the Holy Mass and prayers
offering incense at the Tomb at 8 am on 14", the day of the commemoration. I
specially invite all the priests in our Church to officiate as the concelebrants in
the Commemoration Mass. [ invite most cordially, all the children of the Church
to receive the blessings by participating in the commemoration celebration.

The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios was a vigilant steward who
had illustrated through his own life that faith is to be lived and witnessed and
to be a faithful is to dedicate totally to the will of God. The main sources of all
the blessings in the Malankara Catholic Church is the spiritual vision of His
Excellency. Though the mustard seed is tiny, it will grow and spread in the
protection of God, and it will be a source of solace envisioned our beloved
Pithavu. The various works of charity and social service taken up by the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church in different places have drawn strength
from this light. Let us continue to live as Malankara Catholic believers who
involve themselves in the union of our great prelate with God and the love of
Church. Let the intercession of His Grace support us for it. I pray that let
everyone of you be able to observe the 65" commemoration with these
reminders.

Let God bless you in abundance.

sd/-

%Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

15.06.2018
Catholicate Centre, TVM

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 4/2018

L) $linie I g2
Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

88™ REUNION DAY CELEBRATION IN PARISHES

The Apostolic Church in Malankara of St. Thomas Apostle passed through
several critical phases before reaching the historic paths of the Synod at Diamper
and the Coonan Cross oath pledge. The Malankara Church had to go through
the experience of division and rift several times. Though there had been several
attempts in the Malankara Church for union after 1653, it was the attempt of
the Servant of God Mar Ivanios for Reunion which became successful in 1930.
The Malankara Reunion Movement which was formed by His Grace Mar
Ivanios, the then Archbishop of Bethany has completed 88 years!

Even though 88 years are not a very long period as far as a Church is
concerned, the Divine Providence made visible through the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church during this period is capable of surprising everyone. While
we think of the relevance of the Malankara Reunion Movement on the occasion
of the 88™ Anniversary of the Reunion, the surprising fact is that we are led to
the benevolent aspects of the Coonan Cross declaration. The freedom and the
liturgical heritage of the Malankara Apostolic Church were the essence of the
pledge taken in 1653. To keep aloof from the Universal Church Community
had never dawned on them. But it is a reality that it happened so in the course
of history.

There are spaces yet, which have to imbibe the inner meaning of the
Malankara Reunion event which took place in 1930. Is it possible to protect
the heritage, ancient interior freedom of the Malankara and the contact with
the Universal Church through Holy Mass at the same time? Ignoring the answer
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yes given by the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church in 1930 and thereafter is
merely closing the eyes against truth. Since the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church dedicated its traditional liturgy to the Universal Church and re-
constituted the liturgical life, God began to intervene through the Church in a
miraculous way. A small gathering which had only 5 persons initially was
confirmed as a Metropolitan Church with its head-Quarters in Trivandrum in
1932, and this Church was cared generously strengthened and protected by the
Holy See of Rome. Our Church which progressed through the two canonical
provinces namely the Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the Eparchy of Tiruvalla
has been continuously blessed by extending our services and establishing
different Eparchies by the Holy See. The people of our Church, Priests,
Religious and the Bishops joining the Head of the Church, rendered great
services and ministries full of sanctifies for the growth of man and thereby
appreciated and validated the protection of the Holy See. In 2005 during his
blessed Papacy Pope St. John Paul II elevated the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church which is equivalent to a Patriarchical
Church from the level of a Metropolitan Church, it is only a truth that all the
tugs of Coonan cross have been broken down! The position of Major Archbishop
as the head of the Church in tune with the canonical law of the Eastern Catholic
Church was attached to ‘Catholicos,’ the traditional heritage name in Malankara.
Thus on the occasion of proclamation itself the head of the Church was named
as Major Archbishop Catholicos. This was strengthened through the special
canonical laws of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. This has been
considered as the speciality of the protection of the heritage of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church.

The growth registered by the reunited Malankara Church community over
88 years should inspire the sister churches. Let the growth of the branch on
remaining closer to the trunk be evaluated in an unbiased manner. It should be
examined in the light of the Holy Spirit, setting apart all the biased notions and
pre-dispositions about the Malankara Reunion Movement and the Catholic
Church.

By 20 September 2030, the re-entry of the Malankara Church into the
Union with the Universal Church will have completed One Hundred years.
The Malankara Church entrapped in group rivalries, court cases and the
complications of court verdicts had to be reared up in the Union with the
Universal Church. And the mission entrusted to us by our Lord, Redeemer and
the Son of God to “Go into all the World and preach the Gospel to the whole
creation” (Mk. 16: 15) could be made more fruitful and significant in the
contemporary World, by the Malankara Syrian Church. It is the most beautiful
testimony to God’s Grace! When there remains only 11 years for the Reunion
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Movement acclaimed by the world media as the greatest event of the 20" century
to enter its centenary, let the entire Church committed to transform the remaining
days as the occasions for sharing, studies and prayer.

Great Flood Disaster in Kerala

We are the witnesses to the greatest flood disaster experienced by Kerala
in this century. It can be said that Kerala was paralysed in continuous torrential
rain, floods, landslides and land erosion. It is estimated that the State incurred
a loss of Rs 40000 crores in the flood which had affected several lakhs of
people adversely. It was a sight of thousands of families became helpless. The
self-confidence we gained on the consolidated effort of people of Kerala as a
whole irrespective of caste, creed, religion and politics for flood relief work
was never small. Several people of good will are responding positively to the
appeal of the Honourable Chief Minister of Kerala to form a General Fund in
order to extend financial help to all concerned. As a sign that our Church is
along with the people of the land, at the very beginning of the collection of
Funds, I visited Honourable Chief Minister at his office on 16 August 2018
and handed over Rs. 25 lakhs as contribution dedicated to the land. It is a
matter of pride that it is our Church which had volunteered first from among
the Christian Churches with this generous gesture. The Honourable Chief
Minister has expressed his gratitude to me in writing. The entire population of
Kerala is engaged in relief work avoiding Onam Celebrations and all other
public celebrations. In such a situation remembering our responsibility to be a
model and witness to the Christian love and fraternity, it has been decided as
informed earlier to cancel the celebrations in connection with the 88™ Reunion
Day and the great gathering of the Church on 19, 20, and 21 September 2018
hosted by the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha. I thank all most sincerely for
responding positively to my appeal to observe 18 & 19 August 2018 as days of
Prayer. It is with great esteem and pride that I view the Christian testimony
rendering in different places by the Priests, Religious, the Seminarians of the
Malankara Major Seminary, the brothers in such Mission Forums as MCYM
and MCA, the teachers and students of our institutions, the social service centres
of our Eparchies and their collaborators I praise the Lord thanking of your
great example. The fund collection for relief work is on-going in all our
Eparchies. I reminded everyone with great love to involve in this fund collection
with the utmost sense of responsibility. The amount will be handed over to the
most deserving members of families. I thank you in advance for your generosity.

The Reunion Day in the Parish Level

The Reunion Day Celebrations proposed to be held by the Church at
122



On Reunion Day

Muvattupuzha have been cancelled. In such a context, I exhort everyone to
celebrate the same in a simple manner in all the Parishes of our Church. With
this intention Holy Mass shall be celebrated on 20 September 2018 in all our
Parishes and Mission Centres by the Priests. I entrust them to give inspiring
messages/catechism on the mission of our Church on Union and Gospel
proclamation. After the Mass, in all Churches, Catholicos Flag should be hoisted
and oath-taking should be conducted. The conduct of Adoration of the Holy
Eucharist, special prayer services and workshops on 20 & 21 September will
ensure divine blessings. It is sure that if each Parish/Mission Centre executes
at least a small charity work on that day as part of the Anniversary of Reunion
it will bring us more close to the Heaven. Let this Day of Reunion enable
everyone to strengthen and equip the new generation to love and think along
with the Church.

The Eparchy of Muvattupuzha had been making all arrangements for the
celebration of the 88" Reunion Day Celebrations. I understand that cancellation
of the Reunion Day Celebrations at the Church level has caused much hardships
to the Eparchy. I specially thank His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Abraham Mar
Julios, the Bishop of Muvattupuzha, Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius,
the Co-adjutor Bishop, the Reverend Priests, Sisters and all the people of God
for their praiseworthy attitude and dedication.

Let us continue the Christian Witness

We have the responsibility to convey our commitment to all our brothers
in suffering. Let all our celebrations at the personal, ministerial, family, parish,
Eparchy and Church levels be filled with simplicity. I inform everyone with
love that festivals, Jubilee celebrations and gatherings at the level of the Church
should be conducted only without any pomp avoiding luxurious, in a simple
manner. Let this extremely simple approach abound in all the Parishes,
Institutions, Centres of Service, Families, the ordained and the consecrated till
Easter 2019. The Parish Festival should be restricted exclusively to the spiritual
level. The same simplicity should be observed on the occasion of the Annual
Day celebrations of the Institutions as well. The amount saved by avoiding
luxuries and celebrations should be shared among the brothers in suffering.

Synod to be held in Rome in 2018

With a view to think seriously about the Youth of the Church, to evaluate
and to equip the Young People for a life of witness, Holy Father Pope Francis
will be convening a synod of the Bishops in Rome from 3 to 28 October. I will
be participating in the same as the representative of the Malankara Catholic
Church. All of you should pray specially for the divine conduct of the Synod.
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Let us put the special intentions of our country and the Holy Church before
God and pray. Let it be through the intercession of Holy Mary, the Mother of

God, the community of the Apostles, especially St. Thomas the Apostle our
Father and the prayers of All Saints.

Amen.

Your humble Servant in the Lord,

sd/-

& Cardinal Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
03.09.2018

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Pastoral Letter should be read in all our Churches, Mission Centres and
Centres of worship during the Holy Qurbano on Sunday.
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THE MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

MCCL DAY 2018
(MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S LEAGUE)

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSION
FOR FAITH FORMATION

Reverend Fathers, Religious, Brothers and Sisters and dear Children,

Faith Formation is the most important mission of the Church today. The
Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios calls Faith Formation “as the Mission
entrusted by the Lord.” The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church views Faith
Formation with great precision and subtlety. The Church always tries to spread
genuine faith among the children. The children of our present times are the
ones who lead the Church and society of tomorrow in Faith and tradition. The
Church wishes to give good Christian Formation and moral awareness at the
initial stage of the growth of our children. It is very important to give them
practical training outside the classes along with the catechism in the Faith
Formation classes of the children. The Holy Church dreams and desires that
like the Child Jesus, our children also should grow up in wisdom in age and in
favour with God and people. MCCL is the organization of children of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church established by it for enabling the children
to think, grow and act along with the Church, understanding and loving it and
knowing God at the early age itself.

The formation of MCCL is an important decision in the history of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The MCCL was officially formed on 20
September 2010 by the Order of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos the Head of our Church. There upon it was decided to unify all the
gatherings of the children known till then under various titles such as
(Thirubalasakhyam, Baladeepam etc) under one title MCCL. In the Church,
MCA stands for the adults, MCYM for the youth, and MCCL for the children.
Just as MCA and MCYM have their own constitution and action plans, MCCL
also has a temporary recognized constitution system.

MCCL is the organization of all children engaged in Faith Formation in
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. All the children studying from standard

128



On MCCL Day

1 to 12 are the members in it. While intellectual knowledge is imparted through
the Sunday School through MCCL a forum for practical training in faith is
provided. Children are equipped to work at an organization level from the
very childhood by the MCCL. Accordingly MCCL lays stress on the
ecclesiastical and practical faith formation of the children. Along with a syllabus
of catechism, study of individuals in the Bible, training for the integrated
development of the personality of children, programmes conducive to the moral
and internal formation of children, a gospel-oriented and ecclesiastical training
of Christian life, development of the artistic and cultural levels inherent in
children etc are among the different fields of action of the MCCL.

The Sunday School Syllabus and the activities of MCCL should be
complementary like the two sides of a coin. That is why the organization MCCL
operates at the levels of the Church and Diocese under the Commission for
Faith Formation. Every year in connection with the Reunion Anniversary the
Church level meet of children is held accordingly. Also awards are given to the
children of classes 10 & 12, who win first place at the Eparchial level.

When MCCL day is observed on 11 February 2018, MCCL units should
be formed in every parish and mission centre and the existing units should be
made active. It is reminded that the priests who are the Directors of Sunday
School at the Eparchial level, Parish Priests should show special interest in
this. The consolidated efforts of Sunday School Headmasters, Teachers and
Parents are inevitable for the fruitful conduct of the MCCL.

It is earnestly hoped that everyone would try to convince the community
of the Faithful and especially the children of the significance of this movement
and to celebrate in a suitable manner the MCCL Day in all parishes. The offering
in the Holy Mass, meetings arenas for general studies and programmes of
children should be organised and conducted on that day. I thank on behalf of
the Church all those who participating in a spirit of sacrifice in the noble mission
of children’s faith formation.

Yours loving in the Jesus

sd/-
& Philipos Mar Stephanos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation

26.01.2018 of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 11" February the MCCL Day, during the Holy
Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

PRAYER WEEK FOR VOCATION 2018

Message from the Chairman
of the Synodal Commission for Vocation

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church observes the Prayer Week for
Vocation from 8 to 14 April 2018. We celebrate the Prayer Week specially
during the glorious days of the Holy Resurrection of our Lord. The main
objective of the observation of this week is to exhort all our children to be the
witnesses to the Gospel like Mary Magdeline, the first witness of Resurrection
and to evaluate life in the light of Jesus Christ who gloriously resurrected from
the slavery of death, satan and sin.

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should
go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the
Father in my name, he may give it to you” (Jn. 15:16). What we understand
from this revelation of Jesus is the fact that Divine Vocation is primarily and
more importantly a gift and choice of God. He calls and chooses us to live
with Jesus and to establish His life on earth (Jn. 15:16). The call and choice of
God are a sign of his personal love for us. This call is an invitation to the
situation of Family life, consecrated priestly life and single life. Each call is a
different life-situation which is to be intensely desired and chosen by each
prompted by the benevolent gifts of the Holy Spirit. The Christian divine call
based on Baptism is expressed, completed and sanctified only when one enters
married life or priestly, consecrated life. Hence all concerned, namely, the
parents, priests, consecrated, catechists, office bearers of the pious associations
should earnestly try to find out and encourage the children who are desirous of
receiving Divine Call and serving God through the Holy Church and lead them
holding their hands into the life God has willed for them. Just as God called
David, the boy, when God calls our children, the interests of the parents in
worldly life, their desires and programmes should not prove to be a hindrance
to that Divine Call. When God asks for children just as he did to Abraham give
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without reluctance. Thus parents should be more generous to consecrate to
children to the will of God.

Similarly, Parishes are the spiritual nerve centres of families. It is in the
parish that Divine Call is born, developed and matured. The Parish Priests
involved in the Pastoral Mission, the community of the faithful involved in the
Parish Community, the Parish Council (Governing Body) and the Devotional
Associations are the promoters of Vocations and Divine Call. The Word of
Jesus “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them” addressed to the
Apostles should be taken seriously. Accordingly, it is the serious duty of the
Parish Community to draw children towards God and Divine matters.

Ours is a Church which experiences surprising protection of God in the
service of the Kingdom of God. The Pastors and consecrated of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church have a great heritage of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios
who had wholeheartedly co-operated with the Divine Call. Many young men
and women should come to the priestly, religious ways to dedicate themselves
for the service of the Church imbibing this great heritage. The Holy See has
blessed and permitted the Malankara Church to proclaim the Gospel all over
India. During this short period we could start with active mission work at
different places of India. Several places which intensely desire for the light of
Gospel exist in India. If we are to utilize these potentials of ours we need
several priests and religious. Our mission work and Gospel work can be made
effective only if there is an increase in the priestly and religious call. It is
doubtless that a shortage of vocations will affect adversely the spiritual growth
of the Church and the development of charity work. “The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest” (Mt. 9: 37-38). Let us pray to Jesus who said these
words to send plenty of young men and women who are gifted with divine
grace, and who have missionary aptitude to toil for the growth of Gospel, for
the service of God and the building up of the Church and the society. The Holy
Synod has formed the Commission for Vocation with an objective of
encouraging and nurturing vocations into priestly and religious life in the
background and peculiar system and structure of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church. Last year we could initiate the celebration of a week for Vocations.
This year it has been decided to observe the “Week for Vocation’ from 8 to 14
April 2018. I appeal earnestly to all that proper arrangements in Parishes,
Institutions in our Religious houses and families be made under the special
leadership and co-operation of those who serve as Vocation Promoters in our
different eparchies and religious communities.

These days exclusively set apart for the observation of the ‘Week for
Vocation’ should enable us to pray specially for our children, to find out children
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interested in priestly-religious life, and encourage them, to organize children’s
meet, to organize camps for vocation, and to transform media as the tools for
the promotion of vocation. I exhort all the parents, reverend priests, religious,
catechists and alter boys to come forward to the responsibility of being the
promoters of vocations. During this period when the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church observes as the Year of Youth (25 March 2018 to 25 March 2019), 1
exhort all the Youth to pay attention to discern their vocation remaining rooted
in Faith.

I gratefully remember and pray for all the venerable Bishops, reverend
priests, religious, consecrated and lay- missionaries engaged in the pastoral
services of our Church in different parts of the World. Let us pray that the
Malankara Catholic Church be enriched by priestly-religious vocations. Let
the blessings of Easter be upon all of you.

Your humble servant in the Lord

sd/-
 Samuel Mar Irenios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Vocation

Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum
26.03.2018
Catholicate Centre
Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 8 April 2018, the Vocation Prayer Week, during
the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres.

135



2RI8:O M)0IWIM] &COmILlesnd que
2018-62! @R@IR0W GlMEEMISM)enIMWla],
@ROIRIWAH) GAUMEIW)88 MIMaNERIM HMlaUM 621@B@23

@oElUmy GW). GRIauI 298 PUNIEBEWIMN HA(®ICq]IaEmI
al)0sajsiallenymm audsese)eld

MIn0). ©OURHHE0, MMIMIMEO, HAOMIQITS (all® ailvoomilse:es,

22180 T)0IVOM] &EEMILlend MV @REIN0W Blho MM AldaHo @Rl
B9)MD HAY 6-aMIVWOIPIWIEM. @RLEINOVOES allglw)o B3Ol MVllEUd
U200 GRM)MIB1EH)AM D FAIMEHIOG (I0BGNMOINCAVHUB af)Ll0 GRLINOW
MVBaOIBOEBBUILH 0 TVALELAIW] EMOIIN).

2062037MAIS] @REIN0VAE (B1INI®)AlEMIS)d,)S] 80) VvrloaoVlomlo)aM).
903AITMIHM RMAIW] 0)alodHOBBIMM). (ST 2 IDEEOI®yOmIe)o,
(1QI0 2 15H@ICWIIEN0, EORMIAMIEN0 VI TVA0W OTMIWVIGE @RAIG als:)d000
)aM). MRWIEN0 CRINGOMIENMSS (SO TVRMo 2)$)IHZW0 B O3
MEBBBESOWV alg @PAIOY) MIBAUACIEN)IM) ag)T) N800 QAUGMISHOM MVIAM
a0GROMS @REINOY MVEA0B3068BO8 MIBAIlen)am) (MIEYIVE - 31). EPEBOHM,
allglolene smmyomie)e @RLIRIVAE alcooasl®MROGIE3 Wlan)o AUY®YTV®
@266mesleno @RAIG (H1M®Alom ahdsmM@OITE alB)BB HGOETMS)HOOa]S
allwyed RMRoeM. “GROJM OB @RLIN0WA” ag)M @2103OmIM)
TLURGWIS)0 MVRIAOTVIEAMIS)o @OLIROW ANlUIMIIBUB3HNBS TLMIABENENITWO
2D |0EINOE:IMNE @ldhaflo B0} BOAUOTRSG: BAUOMo AUCIBHOM BHVENBaIC3
T @la)). “GRIGEOmIS MITWe]S) R10llee)IMOAIM @I GRLIN0VWO)OS
(I B D. BDM 300468868 MV (MMlajo HOBAUCIMOIMITVO00 (BHATB0la))o
auIamo ©9BAAISITES @RMIVIMRIV] HHBAINIRY0 @PEMIaHlajjo GRIOBOMIG3
21099} HO@M@IEN  @RLINOVOPS HSD. BVDMIHAIY af)Lld AlAIn0d06s3
gleno cRoeild:gleno aBd60|G)OB06ME &)S}0eNITVOENIMLAR TVIRA0]EONAIW
RailoOm1e3 GRMLAIMIAN0 §d:S)adleMEI)B:1SHH)AN GRIOGOMIOEI TVOWIOEIM
TMV0n0210363B81106m @RAIG R1AllenMM® (WIE)IVE- 31). al(@M6eN820 allwyms
20@n100| @RO3ROWEOB)Ca] (aIT@Oilen)aM QG E:U3 (VERLWMIEM: “afludld
MlB:08, By®I20W] al0EOmOGE @REIRO® aflvoldadle:ud, mEd Rlaloowlomd
BD0BSICE @OIN. GRAIDO TVoENINWI2{ISEOMIZo MVE AMH VR 2OOD]OM]
992OMY GaO®AUEM. GRMIOMHIENE MEBUE TVEBWIOHSGINEMA M@ 2El,
MEBBUBOMOIN  TLRVIHEMAN MMM alaHSAIW @RAIGENIIWO (AIGD §&H A0V
@palds)nezolclenemo (Pius XII, Discourse to the New Cardinals, 20
February, 1946; AAs 38(1946).

@lvoailom a0@e: 1ol MVEWVITE BRoWEBSIVIGIEe)E> AIFIWIE
al)G02a0IMM3, PRI, (02180 af)anT Mlele:Sle)nss Loe;krﬁ(c»gmh@ (@lallw
BOOYOIG @GREI0® AlUIOMVH:UB alEh)000B)MD. @IOHEIMS)EN6AlS

136



On Laity Day

Qlooal)o PIRBTV al)COI0I®WEMAale Ailu)RLERMANe POBACMIAMM VIO
2o’ (1 ale(@9. 2:9) af)a) AllKdIOMIG8)OS VA0 QlUd)EL AlG@OMS
aflglen)emIoud O @®OANWIEM QIIBGRAIAN)IMD. BRGOVD, TVEIB)SOVRA
a3 @mlanye @aildsailenmmosm), (wlaoailem (@lalw YO yCvIenss
@REINOD QflUdIOMIE®:8)0S Al 08]Tmo. BRONEEENE DD B)SOVAWILNHS®HAN
21011 69) B V)0 TVIBHHI @ &9 01BN} HW)o &1S0VAWOS AUSA 2|0 B8
M0V BB} B0 GAl6Mo.

@REINOVM GRIDGOMIGMIMY0 af)S}ENHa|SAUMIM. LEMOMAVMOIMo QIS
(BN ®)ile3 BMOVIEMIBIMAIM, ag)aNIE3 @RAINS LM ANV GRIOBOB S
®OANWOSM. GLINGOHOM aflud)EL1B:0lEn0M88 a))Sln0a1W] @RAIM GRAlles
oo R1NEHH6MEAIMIEM. GRIDGOMIT MIIM)o af)S}eNNa]FAIM, ag)aINIGI
GRIDGHOMIEE MM af)S)O B0Qea|SAME! (CGWOa0.17). GRIGOMING QI0aI00
eBglad 09181 R1allaf)od06mE ag)eloo (HMGAOMR BlaiTIWOTs (alEWIEIm
DOBHNENBAIMOEM BOGOI GREINIWM)o. CGELING:EAMIS)0 BV ]BH2EM ALICONIS)
2)88 @REIROWHG ITWo, WELNJ2ma0W] @RAIOM HeGAINISIWIOS HEBAIND
M (@al0aljo TVEITVOMNIMDAIAIW @RAIMLA AN GUDAHAJEM; BOARMNOIG3
@PAIOM @RGIMVINEIAIBIMGIMICHIOG BINAIEM®. @AM AllFlwOsW)o
aileo)eL1HMOBIOMWW)0, BRAHIVEMOMOGI, GPAINIY BRYREL YOO WHSW)o
9HBAINOTV(@al0R0® GAIGIWIEM MDD BOGIHAMMWLIA(@W)o. GRLINIWHTY
(aIQIBEMM BeMAEIc MEIIROW)o BRAIOAG BVGIB:ERIOH0 @EANWIEM. @il
9SO @RAIOM WIMIHOMIFIGE @POEEBO)ANM)0, *h)S}oeNIaldalo VOB a0y
QNMO® ENITWEBBUS OSHLISIBN)MDM)o (WIO)TVE -35). TVANGUDHTVDYOIGE3
@nrWlaticlmao® Rlallmesweilwlenss, aislw)e rumiane &1aim)o (@@
MM (aleriyoailenam, 6)6)@:«6@01@3‘]011@@0716)(@ @PS1W)02] TLOLHICILN
OSWOEM @REINOWA DG HAM AWELITHIOL! &HSABU MIOGAICQENBT). BV
DEMALAIGOMIS AUBHOCWHO NIMLe]S R10llee)IN @POI0WA DD AEM WAl
EBBOSOWEI0 (2 1H0UBla lee)a10m)o (&2 1HBlen)aM)o AllElEnea]|50I006M) ag)am
QUM U008 HDeBmil@d (@PeIn0a, No: 31) @raidomlay) alo@an).

e eoomlead allalw amwelEsslcd a1y0aldlen)cmId®)o, Glaladl®
00}V UG MIM) @PLRINOWA) BOGIMI@EHOE MVOWIBGIEL “Galo®] av)ail
GU0aHO (A ITVoWIER)H: (BABEHNI: 16,15) af)aM GWU)ANOM B Eialm, ®1B2jWOW)o
af)Gajo¥lo @R®IOM auxlalale VR0 MIAMIAWISMM®AIW HSa mlel
MIBOAN). GRIOB>O1031C3 20(@08el, MRWAS alel coweBgleno man mlelail
EN88 MV2a02l0ko (SITV®AlHNg AlaliMo &SIGE TVANERLGEWIS)o DBFIOAIW
AW MIGOMIS}od) Sl TVI1B:B1H6) 1008 MIBNINWIHH)aN). 06O UBlaH M)o
AE@ 1020 Galo) Hal10eil allgleneq|siclen)an). “availeuoatio (aldVouiles)
mMloLlE@3 ag)Mlee) 3)8lmo” (1 6001 9: 16). qV)allcUoato af)aIcBUEBElaNo
(alG2I10aH6Mo §21Q0M)0, AllvoIMVOMINd M0l AIGIAIESIAM (1EBUDEERS]CS
arenzjo MVIANGUAHAIGIBH VMo MSTMIMBS GREINIWOYOS 6NIVEL MOV
©6)0la)) afluo)eb ¢RMBGaINU8 M08 M0Ba|da] “@REINOWAIlWIMIE:UE” ag)am
210(@)d GeIIMOMI@ allsadw] (al®laldcles)am) (No. 23, 33, 34, 35).
@PEIR0VA Glalatl®AyED] MIBANOIECHHME® @EBS)AS (AIAUBADM aldlulwlcd
af)2I00IGIS)o ML)ANGUIAH TVEMBWo @ROIWV2EE06MBEM. (H1TV@IMILOOHY
20138a{lond MIHHIWOIW)0, HOBAUODIOM TVRIAUA® GRMLOIMIOBIHG @S

137



Circulars & Pastoral Letters

WOBMOW)o, 3OGOO @REINOWM)o CLIGTVAGH0 MLIHHOBBIM BRWHHH|SIA
@9)H@oeM. “(GIN®Ie alglmeom ¢laladl®oiomlcalenss allgleosm”
(@RLI20W Ealatil®®io NO. 2) ag)a (aImS@oaIm@as afl. a1veanailond aloes)
& omslal meisxyan). “@aiad Al oloo ®)e1AIM, 806 quMWlsniImwAano
@O0 cRoell Mdanolea@menailwo MAMITVIEHe]S, ABO}HW0 MBEMa0
O@IG3 0)a1Oq]S}BW)o B2l (af)Gan 4:16) oM afl. alDERIMS Q1000
300220q|S)OMAM).

®I0)MVRWYOS BBOUB ag)M MIRIVIG3 GREIN0W MVEANIBO6EBUY AldMIaldo
H0)®OMYo AUBBOMIM)o A9 |501006M. BQ0alg AUIBMIHUW o) o]
©IE3 @@L, ORIV Haf)diOIG3 HFIWIAN VR AOODIOG BRONEBBU af)aM
wleilensm Mmoo (IT@UBlaH§ OB M. Hludla00W)es ADTIe:00loomleel
@RAIVAIGBB06M M. “Mdo alfledesmeslel)o (H1I™ANG3 agevoalonosm).
af)2100I0Y0 alOaVal0o NIMWea]g GRAIWAIEBS)A6M (6000, 12.5) W), &lail
OOMI@3 (alBHSAIHHIW TVIMaOld: (al®lenIEL® GRElIR VRIS RIalMesud
elwow] 200l “@paIo)es DsWIE3 BodIBY3)860IAM)RANEH)MAIB @R D6ENEO
Dloyanlel” (@pEa|o:(al0k4:34) af)aM al0dadwoo MVIA)aSleR10Ge T Ee)0la]
@RAIAGNBS MVBEinlo af)aMOVI}OMMAN) WIMa {lE8H)aMN). GRHTVOBUWIo VO]
a0} CHHUANN0 BOTMIO)ZA2] HBI6NB)GAIIBHEMORAAT) GRAIG AMAVILINSENIAN). HERO)
meelgloel allvdMle:8)0s sVlos BOaIBYe RENBOWE. U3, MVAINEUdAH (aldVo
OODIMISVIGIEaINEN0 aIDEGRIAIY @R |TVEMIRIN 0Q) MVRITVA)a06EBSIG3 a3lan)
WMEURIVEMo MSOM] @RAIOD M0V POUM® (1 HB001.16:1-4) @RYAIAMVE
)OS TVORYAOYENIDWOATIOM MOLI0) HE@SIAIEM. GRMILNO}OSVo Allwald
8)9SV)0 HEMO}HHE@BSIT BRAIOY)HS MVAOIVADIM )T, GLIOHOI
B®BB0 afEISHIND MMM BT TVIGHIBD)H DI AllMOQIW HOBA
o@lond amilad alclwyEbae MadG:SB:ANROW BHGI] (WICHHIENT 1:27) ag)am
(@AM TVEA0IBOHRW)0 TV2AOATIHMWI0 CHHUNHDUDIOYEBUBEHIV)BS
(alQId@®Mo  @RYRLIOOYS RIalMODIOMW @RSIOMOVWIV] @RYRIAMVE &NElo)
IMOAIIM  AISOROSN)AN). AUBCHAIME0LICLISTIEI dM)aHy &Rlalmomend
T)a13)3a1@B810 @PM)E0AIaABQo uWBea da =R1aNenomM GREIn0wW
MVEa0IBO6BBUEEE MVANGUDAHAIW B>SAW)ENE.

M2 e0emlead allailw®elEsglcd @RI, MVIRMaldHI MO, B)QHHOR0W
@OMOMN ML @IWBU8 MIYMMEMID 1MW AUSBAN)OB0NEIB1H6) B>
@OEM. 2BJaldMAale @YALOENIEAI 0 ald$PalelalH8lo MeMIEEZleom 1o
©e8 QIBRL12}a10)aM). HOBHON)LNW)0, 10)aldBUdWV]0 MLINHD AlDOMIO}ES (aldLD
2100100 §683U3GAl0LN0 EMSIOWS)H9)AI0M8 MVIWER}HWV1OLIIM WOEM Alfdal
®000] ©alo®TVMaoomI@d mlelailensns. MIMIGeNIOWo, TV YTV AW,
GLAIMAGMORIAI0, TVOAOMINOLOB @)SEEBIW MVIMadlE: M)EIYEBBUS HAld®)00
OO®MIAN @0 (ol @} HU20VeOBHMEI01H9)aN). 2QIBBAIO}OS @RI U0
BBCBIS)BB @RYBORL!, aleMO@MIM)o (a1020eMIOBIM)o CAUMEIMBS ®1003000
2O6M A lLIO)HSV)0 HAI)AQODD MWIVATBIBNAN®. RIAUM @oalnOBIEH)H> af)aINO)
O MIM00HH030001 200115 ME. MVOM a0 ail0)EL )9S M0an1WO
oMM MMIE3 ®EBBU @dhajlo M 0aO0WOIHEMAN) MVIWIBEMEM
@BU3 HO)MMM). GRMIDOEODNO0 (AIBICUW]BHIEMI AUY®ITV® MlelalosS
MI1HE1HH0EMI @PAIB HOHWOYOR|S}ATIEL D ETDI®OHM TVRYONIOOTILIOE:

138



On Laity Day

20afla] auyatislaflgiens. M BRMATIWIHS AIURIOCLITIG MVEE02IOHAOIN)0
@)S0O® al)aHeMo MYSO}QUOM MBal06om Qlo)ELUBBE:UBHE) TLIWlBN)N).
®ald®)VA)a00 BGMEOIS)MN @RAl21VEBRO8 Wodld: 2)e1i@EBRs103 @PSIW)0a]
2102} 5H0mM12 )00 eMO1S)AI0M  @EPAIN0W  dVEAN0B068BUD
ailgleoeq]slolenyan.

@REI0WAEIMo 2eIBO TVYOIWOM] &EOMILlend TVBWINEAI @REINIVWO)HS
Oalo®) @RYGOLIOAHMIEM. af)o.MVl.ag), BOMYTMVo Lo, all®yTvocelo, oﬂoﬁe;)mx@”
Wl Gal0ud, eflFlom 8oal a0l ©)S6EI0 af)ld GRLIAIW TMVoARISMES)o B0}
2dla] 00 dlmo AV 2 lEROWV] GYEELINHIBNAEEI. TVEWPS AUBA B0 V)
01O allé:rmasilmio catenEl @REINOW (AIMOIMEBUE MMIBHIAM aldH0s]
A0 MVAOEBHOEMAN0 6MOM MMBICWINS DM O}EMAMITI MVAGIEe)HHW)o aflel
2ONE)BHW)o ©21Q)aN). MVIANCUDAHUTVCLIOHIENHS @RLIROW TVEA0I307T MVEa0D
30038 MEIG)IM ALIGHRIA®ANO (AITIlNIFLMW)o BREDAVABGA|EMAR0 M
MABIECWINS BOBHNMM). NINAOYEHOS alURIOOMRIOIGE BAIMEBUE GH(B1H>01
2188 Ale¥®@ (A IUGOMMVZEN OGS GREINOW TVEANIBOEBUY aBHQS)HO)aN
@ 3000 MIMS@yeinoem). (alaaRIaleOmIeg aIldleIW)o HINO)ENEBS)0 Qld
AUIE90O® Glalatl® ®1aHMM@OGIMIOWIM GREINO® TVEANI306BBU3 @ID)
MUEWYOS GUDIREVOIW TLIGHUIARIAIEM). CHUEAOIW (aladav Rlall®omleno
@WINMOTIHG QIR 60a0G] $:00)6/M (- IAIBCMMEBUIEHIV] MIBslOADHH)aM
TVEAOIBOEEBOY 6NN HSaj0CSINS BIABH)M). @RLIMOVEIMETIeLl aflud)ab
B)BNIOMWHS MMM BHI$21 MIMEOS MVRVINELI GREIROW UD)(U0)aHWHHNCAI
NEloEMERI0 Moo AllmleIUileea®. @pEIMAEIAITV B0V AVEDI@H:IPal
M@3H] @MY(Na0T®BIHH)AIOM oFAIHOWIo NI @RYanldMo aIQIAN). MENOS
MLBWAS (AIBMYH BGHIBMOIM 601 (ald000 (AITIO® TVEMI(@ 0Pl MVAIA0
@la] 6nian). Alld06lWa OB @O GR@IBBITVM, BBITVM, af)ETVOBCHOY
OLal0BN)COQABRIM}OS GalB@HE @PW 2))HHISIEBHMBMY0 O (aldBH) COQARIA
(I O)® @HWIOS ald @ $H0E®IENEHq HAVAZGIG TVRWOS aBlMOaBMY
830a01MVI@8 af) TR EHHENZ@R06M. GREINOV (AITLOIMEBBIOS VIRV arLY
MOMO® ail. @DEMVal all®oal MMEY ®EM®Io ARLYTLOMRV]ClLHeS.

2OFMMOV HAOMIAT af)lo GREINOW U0Y(U0)aUBOBW)o AV @MY

a0lB9es.
ag)a,
L4
027
v \ Y
H  gawd. G=R0aHId MIB MUNICIMICWIAV
S0cmoellessg oaTagd @RO320WAEHe)CAUMEIWBS
algo, G1O}AINMal00 L)IMa0EBIMY BHTaHM 21ARR0M &
DAY 2016 20GAILNBHO B(BITVMORD Y GUD

N.B. oo qudwe)eid @eeinow Glmasw oo 6-90 @I 6moW0oFal ail. &)B6nIOMm AEELY
mE)6S af)afd algslegle)o alamd eomesglano QU EHE 6.

139



The circular issued by
Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity,
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
in connection with the Laity Day 2018.

Reverend Fathers, Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

This year the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Laity Day
on 6 May 2018. I offer my prayerful greetings of this day in abundance to all
my lay brothers, on this occasion when we recall the vocation and mission of
the lay people.

The laity becomes one body with Christ through baptism. They transform
themselves as the People of God. They become the part-takers in a personal
manner in Christ's kingship, priesthood and the role as a prophet. The Second
Vatican Council defines a lay brother as playing their role in the mission of the
entire people of God in the world and the Church (Holy Church 31). Thus,
though the lay people are different in vocation and Mission from the priests,
they are the chosen, Holy People having a share in the perfection of Christ. To
the question “who are the Christian laity?”’ the Vatican Council adopted an
imaginative vision, emphasizing the perfect relationship of the Lay Faithful to
the Church and the mystery of the Church. The peculiarity of the laity is that
they live in relation to the world. It is the duty of the laity to live in the world
searching for the Kingdom of God in accordance with one’s own personal call,
controlling the worldly affairs, and adjusting according to the will of God.
They live in the ordinary conditions of the world which are complex and
dependent on the social life and familial life engaging themselves in all the
worldly transactions and works (Holy Church 31). The words of Pope Pius XII
referring to the laity are noteworthy: “the faithful, precisely speaking lay faithful
are in the forefront of the life of the Church. For them, the Church is the cause
of the spirit of human society. Therefore, they should specially have the ever-
explicit awareness that they are not only of the Church but the Church itself
(Pius XII, Discourse to the new Cardinals, 20 February, 1946, AAs 38 (1946).

The lay faithful becomes the part takers in the three-fold mission of Christ
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as the Priest, King and Prophet by being the members of Church which is the
mystical body (Religious Body) of Christ”. This is made clear when St. Peter
calls the community of the faithful “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s own people” (1 Pet 2:9). That is, the share of the lay faithful in
Christ’s three-fold mission originated from the gathering of the Church. Hence,
it should be lived through the gathering, realized and it should be helpful for
the growth of the gathering.

The lay faithful is the one chosen from the world. One, who has become
one with Christ through Baptism, yet remaining completely in the world. He
has to live there in the world itself, as the heaven to sanctify the world. Once
you taken from the world, yet not separated from it (Jn. 17). Each layman is
bound to live in the world involving in its affairs and make everything glow in
the light of Christ. The relationship of a layman to the world and the physical
domain is properly the theological and ecclesiastical condition of his vocation.
In a sense it is a part of his unusual existence. All these material and physical
planes is the arena of his vocation, and sanctification and for that very reason
the theological plane of his spirituality. A layman’s field of activity is mainly
his physical world. It is there that his routine job is performed and the familial
and social relationships begin (Holy Church 35). A layman has to perform his
duties in the physical world through the deep rooted witness of his Christian
life which proclaims that Christ is the way, Truth and life, through a lifestyle
based on Gospel Truth. The Vatican Council repeatedly says that the laymen
who live in close association with the physical plane are the ones called to
shine and systematize in all these spheres (Laymen 31)

Even while involving in the different spheres of the society, a layman cannot
keep aloof from missionary service. The commandment of Jesus to “go into
the world and preach gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15), certainly,
maintains its obligation which always compels and which is alive always. The
situation existing not only in the world but in different parts of the Church
compels to accept the Word of Christ more readily and generous obedience.
Each disciple is personally called by calling his name. “Woe to me if I do not
preach the gospel” (1Cor. 9:16). Pope St. John Paul II in his encyclical “Lay
faithful” (No. 23, 37, 34, 35) extensively discusses the obligation of the laymen
to proclaim the gospel everywhere and to evangelize again in the areas where
the springs of faith are dried up. The laymen have to execute their missionary
work by proclaiming the gospel message to all in their fields of activity. Each
layman is sent to stand before the world as the witness to the resurrection of
Lord Jesus Christ and as a sign of the living existence of God “Christian vocation
itself is a call to mission work” (Lay mission No 2). The words of St. Paul give
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witness to the above statement. Apostle St. Paul reminds us “....Christ from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which
itis equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in
building itself up in love™ (Eph 4:16).

As the children of the Holy Church the lay brothers are called to care for
and rear up each other. We become the disciples of Christ met as isolated
individuals but as members of a society who remain in deep unity. We are the
members of the physical body of Christ “so we, though many are one body in
Christ, and individually members one of another” (Rom 12:5). The commitment
shown by Jesus during his life on earth became the life style of the early Church.
“There was not a needy person among them...” (Acts 4:34). This reference
signifies their vision on social life. They realize that the salvation of the soul
and social welfare should be taken along together. When there was poverty
among the faithful in Jerusalem, the fact that even in the midst of his gospel
preaching St. Paul the Apostle could collect money from other Church
communities, is a valid evidence for the social awareness of the early Church.
The statement: “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and the Father
is this: to visit orphans and widows in the affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained from the world” (James 1:27), makes it clear that the early Church
used to view the work for the welfare of the brother and the society as the
foundation of spiritual life. The lay brothers have a special duty to live
incardinated in the miseries and comforts of the human life of the present
time.

In the different realms of society, evils such as corruption, nepotism, and
criminal negligence are growing unbridled. Luxury alcoholism and
pompousness grow in an unprecedented manner. A general feeling exists in
the society as a whole that even the basic needs of citizens cannot be fulfilled
without bribery and recommendation. The social values such as sense of Justice,
truthfulness, service mindedness, general courtesy are disappearing from the
public life. It is not the respect for rights of others but the unquenchable thirst
for money and supremacy that control the behavior of most people. Taking
away the lives of people has become an insignificant thing. Ordinary people
feel that they are helpless before the Mafia Culture of anti-social elements.
They do not dare to protest against injustice or take a different stance. This
fear has created a member in the social body. In such a predicament, the anti
social elements referred to earlier are capable of continuing their exploitation
without any hesitation. The lay brothers are called to confront the decay faced
by the society by living deep rooted in moral values.
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The Laity Day is the general celebration of the lay faithful in the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church. Celebrate this day in collaboration with MCA,
Mathrusangam, Pithrusangam, Vincent De Paul, Legion of Mary and such laity
organizations. In this context I remember with thanks the sense of involvement
and cooperation shown by the Lay Movements for the growth of the Church
and the development of the society. I recall with gratitude the commitment,
life of witness and self-dedication by the lay brothers and sisters through the
Suvisheshasangam. In the outside Kerala context, the sacrifice of the lay
brothers in the missionary campaign work centred on homes is unique. The
lay brothers filled with the missionary zeal disregarding the limitations and
constraints of exile life are the shining witnessing face of the Holy Church. I
remember with indebtedness the lay brother who set apart a portion of their
earnings for charity work even in the midst of their life as sojourners. The
offerings during the Holy Mass on the laity Day are utilized for the service of
the Laity in our Church. I therefore, appeal to all to be blessed by generously
giving offerings on that day. As per Canon 601 of our Church, such offerings
should be collected by the respective vicars and send to the procurators of the
Major Archieparchy, Eparchies and Exarchate. Half of the amount collected
should be submitted to the finance office at the Catholicate by the Procurator.

Let St. Joseph, the Heavenly Patron of Laity Movement be our Mediator
and support ever.

Let resurrected Lord bless all the services of the Laity.

sd/-
¥ Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
& Bishop of the Eparchy Mavelikara
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
Easter 2018

NB.: This circular shall be read on the 6™ of May, the Laity Day, during the Mass in all
the Churches and the Mission Centers.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday School Day 2018

Message from the Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius,
the Chairman of Commission for Faith Formation

Reverend Fathers, Religious, Teachers, Parents, and dear Children, greetings
to all in the name of the Triune God!

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is observing 5 August 2018 as the
Sunday School Day. Greetings and prayers to all! This is my first message
after assuming the charge of the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation. I
lovingly request the prayers and support of all of you in the service of a weak
person as myself.

Let us recall with gratitude everyone who reared us up in faith in our prayers,
in this context when we celebrate the Faith Formation Day. I convey the heartful
gratitude to all including, the priests, religious, catechists, parents and members
of the parish, who work with a sense of dedication in scene of Faith Formation.
Devotion to God’ is the beginning of wisdom. It is when generations are trained
in the spirit of the verse from the Psalm that a society filled with wisdom and
faith are built up. The Holy Church has a great tradition of those who sacrificed
their lives in order to live protect and transmit their faith.

Dear catechists, remember always with thanks the reality that God has
called you as the main sculptors or architects in the building up of the Kingdom
of God and engage with dedication and sincerity in the execution of the mission
of the Faith Formation which God has entrusted you.

Parents, we understand that Faith Formation should begin from families
and the first Church is family. It is the parents’ .... For faith, and the Gospel-
oriented life which should be a model and guiding light for the offerings. Our
children grow up today in a culture to attain anything and to use any means for
it. We should help to grow up human minds filled with devotion of God and
love for others through the life of faith in the family. We should ensure that our
children derive the energy for the same from our Churches, forums for faith

146



On Sunday School Day

formation and holy sacraments. The guidelines for our generations should be
the Word of God, sacramental experiences, and the moral vision of the Church.

In this extremely complex modern time, undergoing changes at a faster
pace, our exchange of faith is a mission full of several challenges. Let the
Sunday School Day of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church be a forum of
inspiration helping to think and live in a way suited for the children of God
contrary to the thoughts of the world moving under the domination and slavery
of worldliness. Through the modern media several things which question the
traditional faith are propagated. Through the media, incessant propaganda
competition is going on, against Catholic faith. But the faith formation process
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church has a duty to build up a society
which respects human life, which has humanness by imparting selfless service
mindedness, pure love and pure faith in our children. Let us offer and consecrate
again our faith formation programme as the disciples of Jesus who came to
earth as the ultimate possibility of these values.

This year also Sunday School children’s meet will be held at Muvattupuzha
along with the Reunion Movement. All the Sunday School children and teachers
should participate in the MCCL meet which will begin at 9.00 am on September
20, Sunday.

It is a matter of joy that the faith formation wing is effectively functioning
in all our eparchies. I thank and congratulate in the name of the Church all
those who joined in this divine mission.

The greatest gifts and asset we can give to the next generation are the faith
in God and character formation along with it. Let us endeavour to fulfill this
mission sincerely and inculcate more this awareness in us. Invoking the
blessings of God in plenty upon the ministers and faith formation ministry of
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.

Sd/-

¥ Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

20.07.2018
Catholicate Centre, Pattom,
Trivandrum

N.B. :This Circular should be read during the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and
mission centres on Sunday, 5 August 2018
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

YOUTH DAY 2018

Message from Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos,
the Chairman of Commission for Youth

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus”
(Phil 2:5)

Dear young Friends in Jesus Christ

On October 7, 2018, we celebrate the MCYM day in the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. As usual it is the Sunday that follows the feast of St. Francis
of Assisi. On this day of joy, let me greet you all in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. In a very special way my greetings go to all our Reverend Fathers,
Sisters and lay people who are genuinely caring for young people and enjoy
working with them. I call upon the youth animators and youth ministers to
commit themselves further to assist and accompany the youth towards a personal
and growing relationship with Christ and His Church.

Dear young friends,

The focus of prayer and reflection of both the local and Universal Church
is turning towards the young people. The Ordinary Synod in October 2018, the
World Youth Day set for Panama in 2019, the Jubilee year of MCYM and the
Youth Year declared in our Church, bring all eyes and years on young people
because the church sees you as precious gift of God to the Church and to the
world. All these events tell us that the Church wants to listen to the young
people who carry our hope forward with all their hopes and dreams, doubts
and fears, concerns and questions.

A Look Back at 50 years to Look Forward

Youth day which we celebrate this year calls us to look back the way MCYM
travelled and the way ahead in the midst of the challenges of the time. First of
all, it is an occasion to thank the Lord for every blessing He has given us.
Secondly, it is time to remember all those who have contributed to the
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development of youth through their words and deeds. Thirdly Jubilee is the
time to look back and remember the hardships and success stories of the
movement. Fourthly, it is an event which calls us to go back to the enthusiasm
which we had in the initial time of the movement. Finally, it is also an
opportunity to look forward and clarify its mission and priorities.

Through MCYM the young people of the Church have a forum to gather,
pray, reflect, discuss and take decisions listening to the Holy Spirit. Pope Francis
says, “You young people will continue to press forward, not only cherishing
the memory of the past, but also with courage in the present and hope for the
future” (Message for WYD 2018). Holy Father’s message encourages us to
look at the past with gratitude and live the present with enthusiasm and move
towards the future with hope. This vision of our existence will be helpful to
design the future of our life.

Foster and develop the work of Justice and work of Service

As our Church especially in Kerala is struggling with the consequences of
flood, heavy rain and landslides we have to turn our programs in tune with the
peculiar situation. I do appreciate all the young people, animators and directors
who instantly responded to the cry of help and SOS calls. On the one hand we
have to help the people who are still in need of rehabilitation and on the other
hand we must learn lessons for our future. Our responsibility to protect the
Common Home is felt everywhere. Though technology and other developments
are facilitating the humankind in different ways, it is not without side effect.
The technology driven life-style has created in people a feeling of insecurity, a
desire for short term profits and a throw away culture.

Inspired by the Spirit of the Lord, the Holy Father Pope Francis’ dialogues
with the young people are marked with mercy, openness, inclusiveness and
fellowship. St. Mother Teresa is loved and venerated all over the world because
she was an icon of mercy. It is now our responsibility to make our MCYM unit
and other ecclesiastical structures an oasis of mercy. It is essential that we join
hands with others and work for the Gospel values like truth, justice, honesty
and service to the other.

Works of justice can remove the causes of the problems in the grass root
level, where as the works of service intends to help people survive their present
crisis. Therefore, effective work for justice needs to stand on two feet, justice
and service. We need these two feet to move further. Direct service is an
important dimension of social action and an indispensable part of Church’s
ministry. It brings young people into contact with those who often struggle.
Such situations can challenge them with the concerns of everyday life. Direct
service has the advantage of gathering young people on a common project.
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When the young people do direct service they provide an example to the rest
of the faith community about the importance of service to others. More than
monetary contributions, relief services are considered to be direct service. After
a flood and landslides, work-camps, home cleaning and home repair are the
opportunities for direct services.

Put on the mind and heart of Christ

One of the goals of youth ministry is to empower young people to live as
disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today. Discipleship is not primarily
following a set of rules but following a person called Jesus. We are called to
model our lives on the person of Jesus. St Paul says: “Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:5). To be a committed disciple of Christ
we need to put on the heart and mind of Christ. We put on the heart of Christ
by putting on Christ’s virtues. These virtues are explained in the beatitudes
(cf. 5:1-12). Jesus was poor in the spirit, pure in heart, merciful and passionate
about justice. These attitudes of the heart characterise the kingdom of God.
Virtues are the dispositions of heart that guide our actions and ordinary events
of our lives. For example a generous man spontaneously shares with others
what he has. An honest man is inclined to tell the truth. We are to be poor in
spirit, pure of heart, merciful and passionate about justice. Jesus did not focus
on the actions like murder, adultery and lying and revenge but concerned about
the anger and lust and lack of honesty and vengeance in our hearts that lead to
these actions. As committed disciples we young people are called to shape our
own character which spontaneously harmonises the life of Jesus.

Walking with Young People

Youth animators and elders who really form the future generation need to
accompany the young people. Accompanying young people requires going
beyond a preconceived framework, encountering young people where they
are, adapting to their times and pace of life and taking them seriously. Walking
with the young people builds up the entire Christian community. This is the
style of Jesus. He passed through the places of daily life, looking at the people
with mercy and shared the love of God the Father. Youth animators must adopt
this style of functioning. Everyday life imposes a lot of challenges on the
younger generation. Today the elders are not even able to understand the
language of new generation. Taking our attention to the life of Jesus, Pope
Francis emphasises the importance of personal accompaniment with young
people in the document given as a preparation for the Synod on youth. Jesus’
encounter with the people of his time highlights certain elements which are
part of the ideal profile of the person accompanying a young person: a loving
look (the calling of the first disciples, cf. Jn 1:35- 51); an authoritative word
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(teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum, cf. Lk 4:32); an ability to “become
the neighbour” (the parable of the Good Samaritan, cf. Lk 10:25-37); a choice
to “walk beside” (the disciples of Emmaus, cf. Lk 24:13-35); an authentic
witness, fearlessly going against preconceived ideas (the washing of the feet at
the Last Supper, cf. Jn 13:1-20).

Dear young friends, I invite all of you to put on the heart of Christ and go
to the periphery with the virtue of service. Our elders and animators will
accompany us. May I recommend you to have a meaningful celebration of
youth day without pomp and show.

The Church level Youth day programme will be held in the eparchy of
Parassala on 7" October at Malankara Catholic Church chemparuthivila,
Neyyatinkara I wish to remind you that the offering of this day shall be remitted
to the eparchial finance office. Half of the offering is to be utilized for the
youth ministry in the eparchy. I request the eparchial finance officer to send
the other half to the Major Archiepiscopal Curia to be utilized for the activities
of the youth ministry at the ecclesial level.

God bless you all.
Sd/-
& Bishop Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Youth,
Bishop of the Eparchy of Marthandom
20.09.2018

Catholicate Centre, Pattom

N.B :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono on 7 October, Sunday.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR OF MCYM
ECCLESIAL CONCLUSION
(Saturday, 19 January 2019, Mavelikara Cathedral)

Reverend Fathers, Religious, Animators and Youth Friends in Jesus Christ,

Affectionate wishes and prayers to all in the Golden Jubilee year of

Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM), the Youth Movement of
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.

It is noteworthy that a Youth Movement has been strengthened in the
Malankara Catholic Church even before the thought that the Youth who are
the future of the Church should inevitably be strengthened was transmitted to
the Catholic Church by the Second Vatican Council. As stated by Moran Mor
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the Head and Father of the Church in
the circular proclaiming the Year of the Youth, the youth had been participated
in the active ministries of the Church from the time of Archbishop Mar Ivanios,
the Servant of God who is the preceptor of the Reunion Movement. Even then
a definite array was regularised at St. John’s Cathedral, Tiruvalla on 28 February
1968. His Eminence Fiirstenberg, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the
Oriental Churches, commenced the First Youth Movement in the Malankara
in the name ‘Kerala Catholic Youth Organization,’ in a meeting held wider the
presidentship of Zacharias Mar Athanasios of happy memory. On 1971, the
young people organized a meeting under the leadership of Rev. Fr. Dominic
Zachariah with the permission of Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios of happy
memory, at Pathanamthitta centre which was then under the undivided
Archieparchy of Trivandrum and adopted the name Malankara Catholic Youth
Movement (MCYM). During 1984, the Youth Movements of the 3 dioceses
accepted the name MCYM officially. In order to unify the Youth Movements
of various eparchies, central secretariate of MCYM in the Church level was
formed in 1990. With full satisfaction at the Golden Jubilee, the bishops of the
Church express their happiness in the activities of MCYM that transmits the
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spirit of the Church to the youth in the parishes and missions of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church and praise all of them who work faithfully and keenly
in the daily activities of the Youth Movement.

At the concluding meeting of the Global Meet of MCYM held at
Pathanamthitta on 28 January 2018, the Catholicos inaugurated the Jubilee
Year and proclaimed the 25" March of the Golden Jubilee Year as the Youth
Year in the Church. During the Golden Jubilee Year various activities were
regularised in the Eparchy/Ecclesiastical district/Zonal levels and organized
youth fellowships and honoured the former leaders and also conducted Youth
Cross journeys. It is indispensable for us to unite together to express gratitude
towards God and to foster the Spirituality of our Church, during the period of
golden jubilee and of nearing to the conclusion of the Youth Year. We wish to
perform the following arrangements with respect to the concluding celebrations.

The conclusion of the golden jubilee is decided to be held at Mavelikara,
the birth place of Mar Ivanios, the Servant of God. The Jubilee meeting will be
started at the Cathedral Mavelikara at 8.30 am on 19 January 2019 Saturday,
when the Jubilee processions reach there. The former leaders of MCYM will
be honoured during the jubilee meeting which His Beatitude, the Catholicos
inaugurates, and the Catholicos will conduct a discussion with the Youth who
are the dream, hope and future of the Church. All the unit Directors, Animator
Sisters, Lay Animators, the Youth and those who co-operate in the ministry of
the youth are welcome to this meeting.

During the Golden Jubilee Year let us remember the array of the former
leaders who preserved for the MCYM movement. This youth organization is
the fruit of the sacrifice of predecessors who shed their blood and water in
order to build a youth Church, because of their special love towards the Church,
surviving all the difficulties in transportation, communication facilities etc of
that age. Thus this youth organization with precise constitution and compactness
came into existence. We remember with thanks, all the persons, who passed
away to the presence of God after giving their brave leadership to the MCYM
movement on various times and those who started their Church ministry in the
MCYM movement and even now continue incessantly the service at various
parts of the world. If now, the Malankara Church grows so strongly, the main
reason for that is the splendid and munificent perseverance of the laymen who
lived and worked along with Church leadership.

Other arrangements made for more united functions to be done in the
forward journey may also be noted.
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1. The upper age limit of the MCYM movement is fixed as 30 years with
effect from 1 January 2019.

2. The meeting of Eparical Director, President and Secretary held at the
Catholicate Centre on 20 November 2018 suggested that the existing council
of the Church level may be continued for one year also so as to unify the
election of the Eparchy/Church level councils and to make arrangement
for the youth below 30 years come to the leadership. His Beatitude
Catholicos approved the same. Therefore the next election for all the
councils will be completed on or before the month of January 2020.

3. Lovingly it is reminded that the youth leadership of each Eparchy may
come forward to take responsibility to give necessary training to the children
of our Church so that they may get government jobs. Try to give training
and encouragement required for that from the unit level.

We congratulate all the youth who came forward forgetting even the
conditions of their body, when all the people of Kerala were in trouble due to
the great flood that Kerala had ever seen. I am happy that so many people have
experienced the social regards of the MCYM movement through your activities.

With more spiritual vigour and loving the Church let us work hard in the
coming years to strengthen the Church activities of the Youth aiming the
upliftment of the community.

May God Bless You!

Sd/-
* Bishop Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Youth
Bishop of Marthandam
30.11.2018
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, TVM

N.B :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono on coming Sunday.
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