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Editorial

RETIREMENT OF EPARCHIAL BISHOPS OF
PATHANAMTHITTA AND MUVATTUPUZHA OF THE SYRO-
MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH AND NEW APPOINTMENTS
TO THE VACANT SEES

Considering the retirement of the Eparchial Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta and the Eparchial Bishop
Most Rev. Dr. Abraham Mar Julios, the 23" Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church decided to appoint Most Rev. Dr. Samuel Mar
Irenios as Eparch of Pathanamthitta and Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar
Theodosius as the Eparch of Muvattupuzha. Hence, this volume of the
“Malankara” is characterized by the resignation of Eparchial Bishops due to
their canonical age limit, and the appointment and the enthronement of new
bishops to the vacant Eparchies by the Father and Head of the Church with the
ascent of the Apostolic See. It would be enlightening and exciting to have brief
treaties on the notion of an Eparchy, Bishop, transfer of Bishops, resignation
of Bishops, and Eparchial Bishop Emeritus.

The term “Eparchy” is originated from the Greek word eparchia. ‘Epi’
means ‘over’ and ‘archo’ means ‘to rule’. It was a term employed in Byzantine
civil legislations to designate a subdivision of civil district (bishopric). The
terms province and diocese are also employed in order to signify eparchy. The
word ‘diocese’” was used in the Roman Law as an administrative unit.The word
diocese (= housekeeping, government) signifies the union of several provinces.
Through Emperor Diocletian’s reform (284-305) the whole Roman Empire
was divided into dioceses, which in turn where divided in to several provinces
(cfr. Berger, Encyclopedia Dictionary, p. 437). In the Latin West, the word
diocese and in the East, the word eparchy is commonly used to signify one and
the same juridical entity.

The Council decree Christus Dominus (no.11) has well defined the notion
of Eparchy in a new ecclesiological and theological perspective. Basing on
this new dimensions, the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches defines the
notion of eparchy and it runs as follows: “An eparchy is a portion of the people
of God, which is entrusted to a bishop to be nurtured by him, with the
cooperation of the presbyterium, in such a way that adhering to its pastor and
gathered by him through the gospel and the Eucharist in the Holy Spirit, it
constitutes a particular Church, in which the one, holy, catholic and apostolic
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Editorial

Church of Christ truly exists and is operative” (CCEO c.177.1). In the ancient
tradition of the Church Episcopal ministry is necessary for a perfect unit of the
Church and the parish per se lacks the immediate presence of Episcopal ministry
and consequently the fullness of sacramental ministry (cfr. Joseph Nedungattt,
Ecclesia universalis, Particualris, Singularis, Nuntia 2, (1976), 79).

The term Bishop in Greek is episcopos. Epi means ‘over’ and ‘scopein’
means ‘looking’, hence the word episcopos means ‘overseer’ or ‘supervisor’.
Episcopos can be, therefore, any one functioning as an overseer of some sort,
for instance, governor community official etc. The term is primarily used in
the New Testament, and on one occasion it is applied to Jesus Christ himself (1
Peter 2:25). Secondarily and by grace this noun is applied to those who have
been designated by God (Num.20:29), Ezek. 3:17). It is also used in a general
manner for the overseer of the Christian community (Phil. 1:1), and further to
designate in a technical sense the office of the bishop (1 Tim.3:1, Tit. 1:7-9).
After the day of Pentecost, the Apostles were called, bishops or overseers. In
canon 14 of the Fourth Council of Constantinople (869-870) it is stated that
bishops who are called by divine grace, since they bear the image and likeness
of the holy hierarchies in heaven, that is of the angels, in accordance with what
is clearly in hierarchical dignity and function, should be held as worthy of all
honour on the part of all. They should keep their spiritual dignity and honour
and should render to everyone his due. According to St. Ignatius of Antioch,
bishop is the principal celebrant of the Eucharist and he has the power to depute
others instead of him for this celebration. Where he is, there let the people be,
just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church. Without his
authorization, baptisms, agapes, etc. are not licit. (Ignatius of Antioch, Letter
to Philadelphians 5:4).

Basing on the documents of Second Vatican Council and other teachings
of the Church, the Code of Canons of the Eastern Church rightly define the
Eparchial Bishop as follows: he is distinguished by his sacred ordination and
consecration (c.323); he is a pastor, shepherd and teacher of the people of God
(cc.177, 196); he is the principle dispenser of the mysteries of God (¢.197);
and he is the vicar and legate of Jesus Christ (c.180).

In the Decree of Gregory IX it is stated that the episcopate is mystical
wedding between the Bishop and the Eparchy. Bishop in the teaching of St.
Cyprian, concretized the congregation, was looked upon as united to it by a
bond as indissoluble as that of marriage (Kirk, Apostolic Ministry, 275). This
impression brings to us the deep symbolism of a human wedding; the

6



Retirement of Eparchial Bishops...

comparison between natural and spiritual. To emphasize the point of
indissolubility of the union it uses the close natural bond and in turn illustrates
the holy intimacy between the bishop and the eparchy. The Apostolic canon
15, on the contrary, does not forbid the practice of ‘translation’ absolutely, but
allows it for just cause. Nicene canons at the same time does not prohibit the
transfer of Bishops, but forbids bishops to move themselves (prohibits
transmigration). For Balsamon there are three kinds of transferences: because
of one’s special ability the council transfers one from a smaller eparchy to a
bigger Eparchy in order to make use of his service; when one eparchy has been
laid low by the Barbarians and is transferred to a vacant one; and when a Bishop
either having or lacking a see ‘goes’ to another one which is vacant on his own
proper authority. The latter one is punishable according to Council of Sardica.
(PG, 137, 282-283). Considering the drastic changes in the society and the
world at large, the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches is not against
transference of bishops (cc. 965, 972, 973), but at the same time the Code tried
to maintain the basic spiritual concept of the early Church. Canon 177 of the
Code defines the Eparchy in which the Bishop is immediately prominent as its
completing part. One cannot conceive of an Eparchy without a Bishop. In the
constituting of an Eparchy, aside from other factors, there must be a bishop. It
is up to the competent ecclesiastical authority to appoint him. The Bishop unites
all ‘the portion of the people’ in of a community and constitutes all elements in
it for its common end (cfr. Christus Dominus no.11).

According to CCEO ¢.210 an Eparchial Bishop who has completed his
seventy-fifth year of age or who, due to ill health or to another serious reasons,
has become less able to fulfill his office, is requested to present his resignation
from office. This resignation from office by the Eparchial bishop is to be
submitted to the Patriarch or to the Major Archbishop, if it is the case of an
eparchial, exercising authority inside the territorial boundaries of a Patriarchal
Church/Major Archiepiscopal Church. In other cases, it is submitted to the
Roman Pontiff. If the Bishop belongs to the Patriarchal Church/Major
Archiepiscopal Church, the Patriarch/Major Archbishop is to be notified as
soon as possible. Moreover, in order to accept the resignation the Patriarch /
Major Archbishop needs the consent of the permanent synod, unless a request
for resignation was made previously by the Synod of Bishops of the Patriarchal
or Major Archiepiscopal Church.

Likewise, an Eparchial Bishop, whose resignation from the office was
accepted by the concerned authority, obtains the title Eparchial Bishop Emeritus
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of the Eparchy he governed. He can retain a residence in the Eparchy itself
unless in certain cases due to special circumstances other provisions are made
by the Apostolic See or by the concerned authorities. It is also mentioned in the
canon that the Eparchial Bishop emeritus should be given suitable and dignified
support by the concerned authorities (CCEO c. 211).

With a succinct understanding of the resignation of Eparchial Bishops and
the appointment of new bishop to the vacant sees in the Universal Church,
especially in the context of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, we happily
present the pertaining documents, along with the acts of the Twenty third
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod, in this Volume 15, No 1 and 2 of the
MALANKARA.

- Editor



SYNODAL ACTS

The Twenty Third Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(11 - 15 March 2019)
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY THIRD ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF
THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 11 to 15 MARCH 2019

Dear venerable Brother Bishops,

With great happiness and proud I welcome you, my venerable brothers,
to this 23" Holy Episcopal Synod. It is first time ever in the history of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church that the Apostolic Nuncio of India addressing the
Synod. In this occasion I express my heartfelt joy in welcoming His Grace
Most Rev. Dr. Giambattista Diquattro, the papal delegate, to this Synod. His
Grace Giambattista is a man of personal encounter. Being as the representative
of the Holy Father in India, I request His Grace’s prayers for the SMCC and the
nation of India, so that all may united together in love as one Church and
preserve intact the secular and democratic values of our beloved nation. His
Grace would like to participate in first session of the HES and afterwards he
would like to meet each of you personally. His Grace will celebrate the Holy
Mass in Latin Rite with us on the second day.

I would like to share my experience at the meeting in Rome organized by
the Holy Father Pope Francis in connection with abuses against children and
the vulnerable.The Pope called for a purification of the situation especially in
the Church and the society and a recommitment from the part of the clergy to
be protectors and promoters of children and life.

I remind you that we are on the process for conducting our next Assembly
in our Church. The Church has chosen the theme “Grace-filling Families™ as
the topic of her Second Ecclesial Assembly. The special situation in which the
families are today is causing great concern and how the Church wants to attend
and accompany the families. By this time the Church has prepared the basic
document (Lineamenta) for study, discussion and evaluation.

As you know after ten years the SMCC is going to celebrate the Centenary
of her Reunion with the Universal Catholic Church. Let us discuss and delibrate
a particular day on this matter.

I invoke the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the HES. Confiding the
HES-in-session to the protection and intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
I declare the Synod open.

* Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Twenty Third Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(11-15 March 2019)

REPORT
1. PRELIMINARY PART:

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, Father
and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, convoked the Twenty-third
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at St.
John Paul II Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate
Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. After the Holy Qurbono in the Curia Chapel the
Synod Fathers gathered in the Synod Hall.

The Synod started with the formal prayer. The members present at the
Synod were: HB Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President
of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most
Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev.
Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most
Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, and
Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude cordially welcomed His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Giambattista
Diquattro, the Apostolic Nuncio to India, to the Holy Episcopal Synod. The
Apostolic Nuncio was addressing the Synod for the first time.

In his address HB mentioned that the Nuncio is a man of personal encounter.
He being the representative of the Holy Father in India, HB requested his prayers
for the SMCC and the nation of India, so that all may be united in love as one
Church and preserve intact the secular and democratic values of our beloved
nation. HB informed that His Grace would participate in the first session of the
HES and afterwards he would like to meet the bishops personally. The Holy
Mass on the second day would be presided over by His Grace.
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HB further shared his experiences at the meeting in Rome organized by the
Holy Father Pope Francis in connection with abuses against children and the
vulnerable. The Pope called for a purification of the situation especially in the
Church and the society and a recommitment from the part of the clergy to be
protectors and promoters of children and life.

HB further stated that after prayerful reflection the SMCC has chosen the
theme “Grace-filling Families” as topic for the Second Ecclesial Assembly.
The special situation in which the families are today is causing great concern
and how the Church wants to attend and accompany the families. The
Lineamenta for study, discussion and evaluation was made available.

HB stated that after ten years the SMCC is going to celebrate the Centenary
of the Reunion Movement. A full day would be set part during the HES for
discussion and deliberations on this matter. Vicar Generals, Superior Generals,
Pastoral Council Secretaries, PRO’s, Social Service Directors, Presidents of
Mathrusamajam, Presidents of Sabhathala MCA, MCYM, Director of MCCL
and Special Invitees etc., were invited to be present in this planning session.

By invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and confiding the HES to the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared the Synod
open.

The Apostolic Nuncio then addressed the HES. He said that this invitation
gave him the chance to be in communion with HES characterized through
prayer, meeting and dialogue. He said the Nunciature started receiving the
Quinquennial Reports. He said he was grateful to HES for the opportunity. He
expressed the hope that the meeting with the Holy Father would be an enriching
experience as sons of St. Thomas, the one who touched the heart of Christ.

Then there were some moments of clarifications and sharing in which the
Bishops brought forward the following points:

1. Apparent casual treatment of the recent sex related scandals by the
higher bodies in the Church,

2. the gravity of the delictum contra minoris,

3. legal proceedings in the cases of abuse against minors,

4. whether zero tolerance of the Church exists only in sexual abuse of
minors or in other areas

5. the lack of funds and disinterest of funding agencies for the cause of
evangelization.

The Nuncio replied that the legal procedures of the Apostolic Nunciature
15
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regarding the recent sex scandal were transparent and pastoral, which in turn
demanded much time and patience. Secrecy was another concern which blocked
the authorities to open their mind in public. Moreover, the case being already
in the civil forum, Nunciature, waited for the judgment of the Civil Court. The
details and developments in the case were intimated to the Holy See. The Nuncio
expressed his great concern towards the present situation of the Church in
India.

HES Secretary thanked the Apostolic Nuncio wholeheartedly for his
personal presence and concern towards the SMCC.

2. THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

The first item was to finalize the agenda. A few items were added at the
request of the concerned Bishops. Accordingly the Agenda was the following:

1. Inaugural Address by His Beatitude

2. Submission of the Catholicos Day Contribution

3. Report and Decisions of the Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
4. Evaluation on the Report

5. Quinquennial Report

6. Ad limina Visit

7. Subsecreto Session

8. Eparchial & Church Assemblies

9. Centenary Year Celebration of Re-union (Action plan for 10 Years)
10. Evaluation on the Clergy Fellowship Gathering of SMCC
11. Evaluation on Major Seminary Formation

12. Current Socio-Political situation in Kerala

13. Synodal Commission and Reformulation

14. Briefing from the Eparchies and Exarchate

15. Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

16. Regents for the forthcoming year

17. Media Commission & Live Transmission

18. Planning of the Common Celebrations

19. 15 July - Mar Ivanios’ Day

20. September — Sabhasangamom

21. Other Matters if any, with the consent of the President.

The Agenda was approved by the HES.
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3. SUBMISSION OF THE CATHOLICOS DAY OFFERINGS

The following was the contributions from each Eparchy:

1. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - Rs. 1, 000,000/-
2. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - Rs. 700,000/-
3. Eparchy of Bathery - Rs. 500,000/-
4. Eparchy of Marthandom - Rs. 300,000/-
5. Eparchy of Mavelikara - Rs. 355,000/-
6. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - Rs. 200,000/-
7. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta - Rs. 400,000/-
8. Eparchy of Puttur - Rs. 155,000/-
9. Eparchy of Gurgaon - Rs. 200,000/-
10.Eparchy of USA & Canada - $ 12,000/-
11.Eparchy of Parassala - Rs. 100,000/-
12.Exarchate of Khadki-Pune - Rs. 200,000/-

4. REPORT OF THE EXTRAORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD

The report of the Extraordinary HES held at Muvattupuzha, on 6-7
December 2018 was read out. A few corrections, omissions and additions were
pointed out on the report. Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios proposed the report
to be passed and Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas seconded. The Report was
passed unanimously.

5. THE PROPOSALS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 23“HES

The significant matters discussed and decided in the 23" Ordinary HES of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church were:

1. Presentation of the report and accounts of the Clergy Fellowship
Gathering:

The Clergy Fellowship gathering was conducted on 18 & 19 February
2019 at Girideepam Convention Centre, Trivandrum. The report of the meeting
was presented by HE Geevarghese Mar Makarios, the Chairman of the Clergy
Commission. HE highlighted in his report that the two days coming together
in prayer and reflection was a manifestation of our priestly Koinonia. It was
well appreciated by all the participants. The input sessions were relevant and
fruitful. The major parts of the expenses of the gathering were met by various
Eparchies and sponsors. It was decided in the HES that the balance amount of
liability would be shared by other Eparchies who have not contributed. It was
noted that some of the young priests were not serious in gathering but on the
other hand the middle aged made use of it much more fruitfully. HB thanked
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the Chairman and Rev. Fr. Sunny Kavunkal, the Secretary of the Commission,
and all others who made this gathering a big success.

2. Quinquennial Report

HB has informed the Fathers of the Synod that he had submitted all the
Quinquennial Reports to the Apostolic Nunciature, New Delhi. Those who
have not submitted were asked to submit it in time and send a copy of the same
to him. The report of the Major Archiepiscopal Church was handed over to the
Apostolic Nuncio.

3. Ad Limina Visit

HB informed the HES that 23 September 2019 was allotted for us to meet
the Holy Father Pope Francis as Synod. Accordingly all the Bishops have to be
in Rome by 22 September. The Nuncio agreed to do the needful in regard to
the visa. HE Jacob Mar Barnabas was asked to be in touch with the Apostolic
Nuncio and the Bishops in this matter. HB informed that the Congregation for
the Oriental Churches has taken the responsibility of arranging stay and boarding
of our Bishops in Rome. The following Congregations and Dicasteries in Rome
were enlisted in the visit: Congregations for the Oriental Churches, Secretary
of State, Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, Propagation of Faith,
Congregation for the Cause of Saints, Pont. Council of Church Unity, and
Interreligious Dialogue.

4. Reunion Day and Sabhasangamam of 2019

Following the discussion on the Centenary of the Bethany Ashram, HES
deemed it apt to conduct the Reunion Day and Sabhasangamam of 2019 at
Bethany Girideepam School Campus at Kottayam. Since the venue is in the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, the leadership and involvement of the Archieparchy
and the neighbouring Eparchies such as Mavelikkara, Muvattupuzha and
Pathanamthitta would be crucial. The dates would be 19 and 20 September
2019. As usual, there would be MCYM and MCA Conventions and
Suvisheshasandhya on 19" and on 20" Holy Qurbono followed by Public
Meeting. The Public meeting would highlight the Centenary of Bethany
Congregation as well as religious life in the present context. It was proposed to
invite HE Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches as Chief Guest or in his absence Archbishop Cyril Vasil, the
Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. As usual all the
Eparchies and Exarchate were advised to give their financial contribution for
the Reunion Day celebrations. The maximum participation of our faithful and
clergy are to be ensured. There would be a preliminary meeting on 29 of March
2019 at Girideepam, Kottayam in order to formulate the modalities of the
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celebrations. Bishops, Vicar Generals, Procurators, Superior General of Bethany,
Provincials of Bethany provinces, Priests from the neighbouring Parishes of
Kottayam and Pastoral Council Secretaries of Tiruvalla, Pathanamthitta,
Mavelikkara and Muvattupuzha would be invited to this meeting. The Major
Archbishop-Catholicos would preside over.

5. Ecclesial Assembly

It was decided to conduct the Ecclesial Assembly from 8-10 October 2019
at the Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum. Participants were expected to arrive on
7™ evening itself. On 10™ there would be the 25" memorial Holy Qurbono of
Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios.

Further, it was decided to conduct the Eparchial/Exarchate levels of
Assembly in between March and August 2019 and the reports of these
Assemblies should reach the Curia before 15 August 2019. Either a member of
the Commission who prepared the Lineamenta or any other Bishops from the
SMCC should be invited for the brainstorming session of the Eparchial/
Exarchate Assembly. This was also to ensure the seriousness of this great event.
Basing on the reports from these Assemblies, an Instrumentum Laboris (working
text book) would be prepared by the aforesaid Commission.

HB would send a circular to this effect to prepare the faithful towards the
Assembly. Considering the significance of the theme “Grace filling Families”,
the HES held that 60% among the participants should be lay faithful which is
against the norm of CCEO. Hence an exemption would be sought from the
competent authority by HB. It was also left to the due discretion of the Eparchial
Bishops to take a proper decision in this matter considering special situation of
each Eparchy. Among the total members of the Ecclesial Assembly 30% should
be reserved for women, 40% for Priests and Religious.

The expert committee of Most. Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius (Chairman),
Mar Irenios and Mar Anthonois would be extending their service to prepare
the final draft of the Instrumentum Laboris.

The Central Committee of the Ecclesial Assembly:

President : HB Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, Major
Archbishop-Catholicos
Chairman : HE Yoohanon Mar Theodosius

Vice-Chairman  : HE Joseph Mar Thomas & HE Vincent Mar Paulos
General Secretary : Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kochuvilayil.

Pastoral Council Secretaries from various Eparchies would be included in this
Central Committee as its members.
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The translation of the Lineamenta to English language was entrusted to
HE Thomas Mar Eusebius. Major Archiepiscopal Curia would assist HE in
this work. HB, HE Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, HE Joseph Mar Thomas & HE
Vincent Mar Paulos would extend their assistance as and when required. It
was proposed that Rev. Fr. Joseph Valliatt would do this work of translation
while he was familiar with the text.

6. Request for a College/House for SMCC in Rome

HB has informed the Synod that he has been constantly raising to the Holy
See the need of having a College for the Malankara Catholics in Rome so that
we could practice our liturgical traditions, admit more students and pay special
attention to their studies and discipline and to coordinate the various missions
in Europe. HB asked the Fathers of the Synod to keep this intention in their
prayers. HES supported the move and encouraged HB to go forward.

7. Matters of Subsecreto
HES discussed the proposed matter of subsecreto.

8. St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary

The Fathers of the Synod visited Malankara Major Seminary and met the
staff and students together in the Chapel. After the prayer Very Rev. Dr.
Kuriakose Thadathil, the Rector of the Seminary proposed the word of welcome.

In his address HB stated: Major Seminary is an important establishment in
the SMCC and that is the reason why the Fathers of Synod make an official
visit to this institution as part of the Synod. Family and Seminary are the most
important spaces of formation. We receive vocations from the family. He
mentioned also about the Second Assembly on the theme “Grace-filling
Families”. Our families should become a place of witnessing faith and
evangelical values. After the family, seminary is the second home of formation
and where we intensify this training systematically and scientifically. The Golden
Jubilee of the Reunion in 1980 under the spiritual leadership of Archbishop
Benedict Mar Gregorios was a great event and it had given the SMCC a vitality
that is felt real even today. In 2020 the SMCC would enter into the 90™
Anniversary of her communion with the Catholic Church. And after ten years,
1.e., in 2030, the SMCC is going to celebrate the Centenary of Reunion
Movement. We need to prepare ourselves to be effective catalysts for mission
and evangelization. He also mentioned the general election to the Parliament
and the need to pray for the nation so that her fundamental, democratic, secular
and religious fabric might be protected and safe-guarded. He also told the
seminarians that they were going to do priestly ministry in a most challenging
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world and atmosphere. Martyrdom was not something of a remote possibility,
but something real. However there is no need to get frightened since the Lord
is with us. Your maturity would be assessed on the basis of your answer to the
question: “do you love me more than these?”” — your answer should be through
your words and deeds, walk and talk. The Church is eagerly waiting for your
ministry and witness. We thank you for choosing this life. We want to see you
as the beloved one of our Lord. Pray for us too because we need it.

He thanked the Seminary Commission, Rector, the Staff, the Students, and
the Auxiliary Staff for their great support for the betterment of the formation in
the Seminary.

The special meeting with the Staff began with a prayer by HB. The Rector
read out report of the activities of the Seminary during the academic year and
made certain proposals before the HES. Major challenges proposed in the report
were:

- need for more community cohesion

- some students find it difficult to cope with the total atmosphere, not happy
with the liturgical ethos, discipline, and academic matters.

- use of mobile phones and modern gadgets of communication.

- need for amore unified formative program for the minor seminaries, ensuring
better continuity between Minor Seminary and Major Seminary programs,
and a common 4" year Minor Seminary if possible.

- initiating the regents into theological training towards the end of the regency.

- shortage of qualified personnel in biblical languages and other subjects were
also raised by them as crucial issues.

- affiliation with the Urbanian University in Rome needs to be renewed.

- staff proposed to raise the Seminary to the status of an independent Faculty
at the earliest.

- need of capable Spiritual Fathers to accompany the young seminarians of
today.

Besides the B.Th, the Seminary offers a two year diploma course in theology
for the lay people and religious. Current year 40 lay people are attending the
Diploma Certificate Course in the Seminary. Many of them expressed their
desire to join the B.Th program.

It was decided to organize a one month course for the Regents in common,
specifically devoted to learn languages especially Syriac, learning liturgy and
discipline, etc. The Seminary Commission was asked to organize this training
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in another place with the help of the staff from the Major Seminary. This year
due to shortage of time the programme would be reduced to one week common
orientation program after the first year theologians joined the Seminary.

The HES entrusted Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC to study the possibility of
extending the course for laity up to graduation level. In such a situation, the
opportunity of an affiliation with a University or Faculty would be more
beneficial. The affiliation of the Seminary with Urbanian University in Rome
will be renewed immediately and Rev. Fr. Joseph Valliatt was asked to do the
needful in this regard.

The Procurator of the Seminary explained the financial scenario. The HES
proposed that as part of the Seminary Day Collection, the staff and students of
the Seminary would visit at least 100 selected parishes in the SMCC, on the
last Sunday of June 2019 and they would try to conscientise the faithful towards
vocation and support to the Seminary. The Seminary Commission and the Rector
were asked to do the needful in this matter at the earliest.

In an in camera session with the Rector and the HES it was felt that Rev.
Fr. Louis Charuvila Puthenveed could continue as the Procurator. Thus his
service was extended for one more term.

The service of Rev. Fr. George Pazhayapurayil and Corepiscopo George
Jacob Kizhakkethil could be wound up.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kannamkulam from the Eparchy of Bathery and Rev.
Mannoor from the Diocese of Palai are expected to be the new Spiritual
Directors of the Seminary.

Rev. Dr. Philip Chembakassery has completed 70 years of age. HES decided
to grant him the title of Professor Emeritus. He could continue to teach in the
Seminary.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Valliatt was relieved from the office of Registrar and Rev.
Dr. Jolly Karimpil was appointed as the new Registrar.

Rev. Dr. Sijo Charivuparambil from the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta would
join the staff from next academic year.

The services of Rev. Dr. Prabheesh George Mekkarikathu and Rev. Dr.
Bernard from the Eparchy of Parassala could be made use of as visiting
Professors.

The services of academically qualified Religious Sisters from our own
community and who are found good in formation, may be made use of properly
in the Seminary.
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9. Centenary of Reunion Movement (2030)

HES kept aside a day for the preliminary evaluation and planning of the
Centenary of the historic Reunion Movement. The meeting was presided over
by HB. There were 87 participants in this session including Fathers of the
Synod, Proto-syncelli, Syncelli, Major Seminary Rector, Pastoral Council
Secretaries, Presidents of the MCCL, MCYM and MCA, Directors of Social
Service, Public Relation Officers, Presidents of Mathrusamajam and Special
Invitees. After the inaugural session by the Major Archbishop the brainstorming
sessions were conducted by Rev. Fr. Varghese Vallikatt (Director, POC), Very
Rev. Msgr. Cheriyan Thazhamon (Proto-Syncellus, Tiruvalla), Very Rev. Fr.
Mariadas OIC (Provincial, Bethany Navajyothi), Rev. Mother Giles DM
(Superior General, DM), Very Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Nediayth (Proto-presbyter,
Adoor), Mr. Jacob Punnoose IPS, and Smt. Sheeja Abraham (Mathrusamajam
President, Pathanamthitta). Then participants were divided into five groups
and had a fruitful workshop. It was followed by the presentation of the reports
by the respective Secretaries. An open forum was also provided for further
evaluation and clarification regarding the Centenary.

The Prayer, Logo and the Lineamenta of the Second Ecclesial Assembly
were released during this session. The special session of the Synod ended with
a prayer at the tomb of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios.

Back in the Synod session, HB expressed his heartfelt thanks to all those
who made the preliminary meeting of the Centenary Celebration of Reunion
fruitful and successful. Pertinent themes for each of the 10 years would be
selected and this would begin by the Bethany Centenary (basing on religious
life in the Church). The following were the themes proposed by the Fathers of
the Synod: Family, Priesthood, Mission, Eco-spirituality, Faith Formation,
Women Empowerment, Reunion and Ecumenism, Social Apostolate, Laity,
Media, Children, Word of God, Holy Qurbono and Sacraments, Prolife,
Liturgical Renewal, St. Mary and Saints, Departed Souls, Seminary Formation
and Education.

10. Synodal Commissions and its Reformulations

Chairman of Synodal Commission for Bible informed that the participation
of SMCC in the Bible Correspondence Course, Literary Competitions and Logos
Quiz organized by KCBC was comparatively very poor. Eparchies should
encourage the participants of Logos Quiz by awarding them with prices and
certificates. We have to encourage our new generation to produce short films
basing on Bible themes. It would be better to have a program of Bible
Parayanam in the Parish level. It would be relevant if we could include the
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major figures of Bible like Abraham, Isaac, John the Baptist etc. in OT and NT
in our catechetical texts so that our children may have knowledge about them.
At present we lack such kind of pictorial depictions in our catechetical texts. It
was also cautioned that before making changes in the catechetical texts, efforts
must be made to understand the thinking and structure behind the present
catechetical texts.

With regard to the Theology Commission of the SMCC, the Chairman,
informed that the Commission has already enlisted the names of theologians
in the SMCC. At present there are 166 theologians including Bishops, Priests,
Religious and Lay Faithful.

The Synodal Commission for Faith Formation Chairman shared a common
concern of the age limit for membership in MCCL and MCYM. The HES
knew that there exists this overlapping but wanted this to continue. However it
was clarified that those from 15 to 17 shall not hold any office in the parish or
in higher bodies.

The need for updating the Catechetical texts has become a necessity. A
committee was constituted with HE Thomas Mar Eusebius (Chairman), HG
Thomas Mar Koorilos (Member), HE Joseph Mar Thomas (Member) and Rev.
Fr. Antony Kakkanat (Consultor).

The Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Communication and Media
highlighted the need for live streaming transmission. It would be better to
transmit the common programs of SMCC through Internet, Face book accounts,
WhatsApp, etc. The mechanisms of such a transmission would cost about 3.5
lakhs rupees. The MCYM has consented to provide a trained person for this
purpose and the Curia will have to pay a monthly allowance to him. The program
will be managed and controlled by the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. The Fathers
of the Synod unanimously agreed upon this project and asked the Chairman to
proceed with it.

As part of the reconstitution of the Synodal Commissions, the Chairman
of the Commissions for Laity, proposed the name of Mr. Jacob Punnoose IPS,
(Rtd) as the Secretary of the Commission and it was approved by the HES. The
following names are proposed as its Members/Consultors: Mr. T.P. Shaji
(Tiruvalla), Mr. P.K Joseph (Pathanamthitta), Mr. Paul Raj (Marthandam), Mrs.
Sara Mani Kuriakose (Pune), Adv. Valsa John (Trivandrum) and Adv. Jojo
Abraham (Trivandrum).

The Chairman of the Liturgical Commission, distributed drafts of
Omologio, Prayer for the departed Priests, Prayer for the departed Religious
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and Gospel Passages of Sundays-Feast Days- Special Occasions among the
Fathers of the Synod. After a brief discussion on these drafts it was decided
that the members may give the corrections in writing, if any, within one week
to the Chairman.

The Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Migrants, enquired about
the nature and functioning of the Commission while it is a newly constituted
one. The HES proposed that the existence of such a commission in the present
Ecclesial-social context was relevant. Names of its members may be proposed
by the Chairman. The Curia Bishop will be the Vice-chairman of this
Commission.

HB informed the members of the Synod that other Synodal Commissions
are requested to propose the names of its new members or consultors, if needed,
to him at the earliest.

11. Retirement and Installation of Bishops

After a brief sharing, the HES decided to fix the dates for the Installation
of Most Rev. Dr. Samuel Mar Irenios as Eparch of Pathanamthitta and Most
Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius as the Eparch of Muvattupuzha on 8 June
2019 at 8.00 am and on 12 June 2019 at 9.30 am respectively. The retiring
Bishops Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and Most Rev. Dr. Abraham
Mar Julios would offer a thanksgiving Qurbono on the occasion. The whole
ceremony should be as simple as possible.

12. Farewell Sharing of HE Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

HB requested the retiring Bishops their sharing. Thus a special session
was set apart for this on 14 March 2019 from 9 pm to 10.30 pm.

HE Mar Chrysostom expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos and the members of the HE Synod for their love and
concern towards him. He narrated his services in the Archdiocese of Trivandrum
and then in the US. He thanked HB Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Major
Archbishop-Catholicos of happy memory for nominating him as the second
Bishop of the Eparchy of Marthandam in 1998 after due approval from the
Council of Hierarchs. He mentioned about the several hardships and tough
times including protests in Marthandam. But he concentrated on building up
the Eparchy spiritually, structurally and materially. He was also happy that he
was appointed as the First Bishop of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta. He felt
happy that he tried to build up Pathanamthitta in the best way possible. The
Almighty has protected him and made use of his person to cater to His People.
He expressed his sincere homage to the Servant of God Mar Ivanios, Archbishop
Benedict Mar Gregorios and Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos and all the
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prelates. As a testament he stated that whatever money or belongings that he
has that would belong to the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta. He expressed his
gratitude and allegiance to Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis. He wished
well Mar Irenios, his Successor. HB asked HE Joseph Mar Thomas to pray for
Mar Chrysostom.

13. Farewell Sharing of HE Abraham Mar Julios

In his farewell address to the HES, Mar Julios opened his mind and gave
short description of his seminary formation and priestly ministry and study in
Rome before ordination and then after a few years of pastoral ministry for
pursuing doctoral studies. He was in charge of several offices in the Archdiocese
of Tiruvalla. As the Rector of St. Mary’s Major Seminary, he tried to contribute
for its formation, construction, and fund raising. His appointment as the Director
of Pushapagiri Hospital was also very significant. His life and service as the
Bishop of Muvattupuzha for 11 years was again a turning point in personnel
life and mission. The constructions of the Cathedral and the Diocesan Curia
Centre are moments of joy. He cited with excitement the mission stations at
Coimbatore and Potta and ministry among the people of Thoziyoor Church.
He said that there was economic crisis in the Eparchy but it could be solved in
due time. He thanked HB and other Bishops. Bishop Ignathios prayed for Mar
Julios.

14. Briefing of the Eparchies and Exarchate

HE Philipos Mar Stephanos submitted a brief report of the Eparchy of
USA and Canada with a note of its gradual growth in pastoral and structural
levels. HE specifically pointed out the following pressing challenges of the
Eparchy: (i) Lack of qualified priests suitable to serve in USA, (ii) Lack of
incardinated priests (iii) the time, service and commitments of our priests are
divided as associate pastors in Latin Churches (iv) Latin Church is now reluctant
to accommodate our priests, (v) Lack of qualified priests in the Eparchial
Tribunal, (vi) Problem of geographical distance between headquarters and
parishes, (vii) Financial strains of families, and huge liabilities of the parishes,
(viii) lack of infrastructures, (ix) lack of catechetical and other liturgical books
fitting to the context of USA, (x) the feeling of discrimination among girls and
their parents for not permitting them to serve at the Altar as Eucharistic
Ministers, and (xi) challenge of bringing back the estranged youngsters to the
mainstream, etc. Regarding the reference to girls as altar servers, the HES held
that Mar Stephanos could judiciously decide in this matter without causing
any confusion in the minds of the faithful. It must be done after consulting HB
in each instance.
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HE Thomas Mar Anthonois while presenting the report of the Exarchate
of St. Ephrem Khadki- Pune stated that there was an explicit growth in spiritual
and pastoral life of the people in the Exarchate. Number of missions and
vocations were increasing. Major challenges faced are: lack of committed
Priests, Sisters, and Lay Missionaries; lack of basic infrastructures; and lack of
economic resources. The full participation of the Exarchate in the common
and representative levels of meetings was not feasible at this stage while it
consumes more time and huge money for travel. HE proposed that common
pastoral letters, communications, etc., are to be sent to the Exarchate and other
such places at least in English.

HE Jacob Mar Barnabas presented brief report of the Eparchy of Gurgaon
by stating that currently there were missions in 12 States of India. In two other
States the mission work was progressing. The dream of the Eparchy was that
of starting at least 10 communities in each State so that we may have 100
Chapels during the 2030, the Centenary of the Reunion. The major challenges:
lack of committed priests, religious and lay people; lack of proficiency in the
local languages; lack of funds, absence of catechetical teachers, and proper
liturgical-catechetical texts etc. It was proposed whether some developed and
established parishes in SMCC could adopt mission chapels. HE suggested that
it would be relevant and meaningful if we could devote a special session in the
HES solely for mission. He also inquired the possibility of giving the status of
deacon or sub- deacon to some of the fulltime Catechists in mission areas.

HB said that SMCC would take necessary measures to support her missions
and missionaries as far as possible spiritually and materially.

HE Geevarghese Mar Makarios presented a brief report of the Eparchy of
Puttur. He said that there were encouraging factors and many severe challenges.
Limitations were more. On 28 January 2019, a long cherished dream of the
Eparchy became true with the blessing and inauguration of the new Bishop’s
House, Curia and Minor Seminary. By the grace of God a new Church at
Kodimbala was blessed on the same day itself. He expressed his gratitude
towards HB and all the Hierarchs of SMCC. A new mission station would be
inaugurated on 17 March 2019 at Manipal. He said shortage of priests remained
a serious challenge. Also there was difficulty to cope up with the various
meetings of representational nature conducted simultaneously by SMCC and
the Karnataka Regional Catholic’s Bishop’s Council. That there is no major
income generation source in the Diocese is a concern.

A brief note on the present situation of the Eparchy of Marthandam was
presented by HE Vincent Mar Paulos. In the last two years, the Eaprchy started
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six new missions outside the proper territory (Trichy, Madurai, Tirunelveli,
Kallikulam, Andipatty, and Edayankulam). Another six missions were
established within the proper territory. Lot of scope was there but lack of finance
impedes the Eparchy reaching out to many other villages. Ever since the
inception of the Eparchy, it has been the dream of the People of God to have a
proper Cathedral. The plan was approved. The estimated cost is 12 crores.
Tombs of Bishop Lawrence Mar Ephraem, Msgr. Joseph Kuzhinjalil and two
other priests and their mortal remains would be temporarily transferred on
April 8, 2019 to another place. In the year 2021, the Eparchy celebrates the
Silver Jubilee of its inception. For the coming three years, to make a revival in
the Eparchy in terms of family three aspects of family, as the source of life,
school of prayer and seat of love are given prominence. A new pastoral centre
was constructed with five offices at Kuzhithruai. St. Paul’s theological institute
started in the year 2017 teaches introduction to theology, Bible, liturgy and
other related disciplines. IAS Academy has helped many students to prepare
for Group I and Group II exams.

HE Thomas Mar Eusebius, while submitting a short report on the Eparchy
of Parassala, stated that it is a Mission Diocese in its fullest sense. General
atmosphere in the Eparchy is very positive. The ministry of priest is an essential
aspect of its growth. Vocation promotion is one of the priorities of the Eparchy
and currently there are enough vocations to priesthood. Construction of the
Minor Seminary was started. The Aided College at Edanji started functioning
but the teaching and other posts are yet to be approved by the Government.
Advance amount has already paid to buy a school at Vengannoor in order to
open some more educational and employment opportunities for the faithful of
the Eparchy. One of the major challenges of the Eparchy is disparity in the
Reservation based on cast by the Government.

HE Joseph Mar Thomas presented the report of the Eparchy of Bathery
which is in its Ruby Jubilee Year. Jubilee Year is dedicated to renew the spiritual,
pastoral, and ecclesial commitments of the entire sections of the Eparchy. At
the moment mission works, various apostolates, educational ministry and social
activities in the Eparchy are going well. Construction of a new Clergy Home
was progressing. A housing project to provide shelter to the homeless in the
Eparchy was started. The presence of Naxalites in various parts create fear and
anxieties among the people. There is a financial liability of 15 crores in the
Eparchy but taking into account of the investments and income generation
projects it can be remitted in due course of time.

HE Abraham Mar Julios while submitting the report of the Eparchy of
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Muvattupuzha mentioned that the mission work in the Eparchy was progressing
and number of faithful have increased. The new Diocesan Centre was blessed
and inaugurated on 7 December 2018. Special thanks to the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos and all the Prelates of SMCC for their presence and support in
accomplishing this dream. Major challenges identified as follows; lack of
religious and priestly vocation, financial liabilities, misappropriation of funds
by priests, and group formulation among priests. The Eparchy needs a Clergy
Home. There is a liability of 15 cores.

HE Joshua Mar Ignathios presented report of the Eparchy of Mavelikara.
MCYM Golden Jubilee celebration was hosted by the Eparchy and it was a
great success. Several Churches and Presbyteries were constructed and some
were under constructions. Lay people in the Eparchy hold high positions in
supra-ritual forums like AICU, KCF and KCSL. Proposal for starting an
international school at Puliyoor was progressing. At present the Eparchy has
sufficient number of priestly vocations. Widening of the National Highway 4,
will badly affect the Church and School at Cheppad; but the eparchy would
cooperate for the good of the public.

HE Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom presented a brief evaluation on the Eparchy
of Pathanamthitta. At the moment the Eparchy is blessed with sufficient priests
and vocations. Several new churches were constructed. Several constructions
and renovations of churches and schools are still progressing. The activities in
the charitable institutions like Ashwasa Bhavan, Karunya Bhavan and Prathyasa
Bhavan are praiseworthy. The Eparchy was much affected by the drastic flood
and relief works are still going on. The Eparchy has a liability of around 6
crores.

HG Thomas Mar Koorilos gave a brief report on the status of the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. All the apostolates and institutions were functioning
rather effectively. There exists a healthy relationship between the Archieparchy
and the Religious, especially with Bethany. A new Religious Congregation has
come to be part of the Archieparchy. They are called Opera della S. Maria
Luce. They are now taking care of the new mission at Thodupuzha. Taking
into account of the special situation of Tiruvalla, the Archieparchy maintains
very good ecumenical bond. SEERI faces serious issues due to the new
educational policies of the Government. Priestly vocations are getting smaller
and smaller. The recent flood affected the Archieparchy drastically and it will
take many years to recover from this chaos. He also mentioned about the number
of priests working in the missions and in the various Dioceses and in the
common ministries of the Church.
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HB stated that a new Presbyteral District was established in Anchal.
Recently 3 more missions were opened. All the new priests were sent to various
Mission Dioceses of SMCC. The Suvishesha Sangham helps the families and
parishes in faith and witnessing of the Word of God. Within a short span of
time the Mount Carmel Retreat Centre, Vettinad became place of spiritual
attraction. The Educational institution in the Major Archieparchy has a bank
loan of 15 crores and the Major Archdiocese has 12 crores.

HE Yoohanon Mar Theodosius has submitted a brief report regarding
Europe and Oceania. Recently a new mission centre at Singapore was started
and Rev. Fr. Sam John Thadathil was appointed by HB as its Coordinator. 87
faithful belonging to SMCC at Singapore were identified. In Europe especially
in UK our mission work is progressing well. Two more centres were started in
UK. Efforts were being made to start a centre in Italy. Centres in Germany,
Austria, and Switzerland are progressing. Australia and New Zealand need our
special attention due to its geographical width and length. In general the presence
of our priests in the aforementioned countries have been well appreciated by
our people and the Latin Hierarchs of the respective countries. Catechism,
MCYM, MCA and Mathrusamajam are active in several centres. Major
challenges are: (1) lack of priests; (ii) lack of a center to coordinate our works;
(iii) lack of personnel parishes; (iv) lack of fund to maintain a priest and other
structures; (v) and lack of network to identify our people especially youth.

15. Common Celebrations:

The Mar Ivanios Day on 15 July will be commemorated with Padayatra,
Candle Procession and Memorial Holy Qurbono. The Chief Guest of the day
will be HB Ibrahim Isaac Sidrak, the Patriarch of the Coptic Catholic Church.
He will be accompanied by a Bishop.

16. Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

The accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia was presented by Rev. Fr.
Varghese Angadiyil and report was passed with some corrections. It was
proposed that the remaining days in the current financial year which have not
come in the presentation should be separately done before the next year’s
account presentation. HE Samuel Mar Irenios proposed the report to be passed
and HE Jacob Mar Barnabas supported the proposal.

17. Service of the Rev. Sisters in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

After completing their allotted term of service, Srs. Mercy Francis DM
from Punjab Province and Caroline DM from Bathery Province would return
to their respective Provinces soon. Rev. Srs. Maria Dominic DM from
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Marthandam Province and Vinaya Therese DM from Venniyoor Province would
take over charge.

18. Regency Brothers for the service of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

For the coming year, the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and the Eparchy of
Bathery agreed to send one regent each from their respective Eparchies for the
service of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

19. Special Information

HB informed the Fathers of the Synod HE Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the
President of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches proposed the idea of
auditing the accounts of the Eparchies with the help of an independent authority.
The account has to be sent to the Holy See (Congregation for the Oriental
Churches) on a yearly basis. The Holy See wants each Eparchies to have an
auditor at the time of the Installation of a new Bishop. It is also appropriate to
have an audited statement at the time of the retirement of the Local Ordinary.
The HES found the proposal welcoming and acceptable. The Synod observed
that we have an objective internal auditing system according to the civil norms
of the Land. The Major Archbishop-Catholicos agreed to inform the mind of
the Synod to the HE Cardinal Sandri.

20. Central Office for Social Apostolate and Registration of a new Society
in the Capital City of India

Regarding the proposal of 22" HES of having a registered office for the
Social Apostolate SMCC in Delhi, HE Jacob Mar Barnabas presented the draft
of the Rules and Regulations. As per the present draft all Bishops of SMCC
will be ex-officio members of this organization by their office except the Bishops
emeriti. The governing body shall be further elected. A Hindi name proposed
was “Malankara Vikas Sanjal” and some of the members said a more appealing
name could be found out. Hence a week’s time for such corrections and addenda
was given. The office would be in Delhi. Only the SMCC enjoys its benefits.
All the Social Directors of SMCC shall be its members. The Society would be
registered shortly.

21. Proposals for new Core-episcopoi

HE Philipos Mar Stephanos from USA and Canada proposed two names
to the status Core-episcopoi, HE Joshua Mar Ignathios from the Eparchy of
Mavelikara proposed one name to the status of Ramban, and HB proposed
some names to the status of Core-episcopoi.

HB mentioned the objection of some of the Latin Bishops for the insignia
worn by our Corepiscopoi. Hence HES decided to amend CPCSMCC canon
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304 § 1 regarding the insignia as follows: “white cassock, a read sash without
extension downwards, a silver cross on a silver chain”. They are not be permitted
to wear the ring.

It was decided in the HES not to use the title of Monsignor for the Proto-
Syncellus and Syncellus unless they are conferred by the Holy See. Instead of
the usage Rt. Rev. for Vicars General it was decided to use ‘Very Reverend’.

Conclusion

His Beatitude thanked all for the wonderful experience of Synod and mutual
strengthening. He noted that the First Ecclesial Assembly provided a strong
witnessing experience and now we were at the start of the second one of
renewing and sanctifying the families. HB thanked HE Mar Chrysostom and
HE Mar Julios for their outstanding shepherding. Their personal sharing in the
Synod was a blessing and it moved all of us.

Special mention over the wonderful and courageous mission activities
undertaken by Mar Barnabas and Mar Anthonios. Under the pastoral leadership
of Mar Stephanos our Eparchy of US & Canada progressing. It is our dream to
spread the fragrance SMCC among the Spanish speaking communities as well.
HB wished all the best to Mar Irenios and Mar Theodosius for their installation
ceremony and future Episcopal Ministry. On 8 June 2019 Mar Chrysostom
and on 12 June Mar Julios will retire.

His Beatitude thanked all the Bishops for their love for the Church and
solidarity with him in the exercise of his ministry in the Church as its Father
and Head. He also thanked the officials of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for
the arrangements of the Synod.

Invoking God is blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the Church, His Beatitude declared the
HES closed.

With a short prayer His Beatitude the Catholicos imparted the Apostolic
Blessing.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary
¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor.
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ADDRESS OF THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO
AT THE TWENTY THIRD
ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
Tuesday, March 12, 2019

Your Eminence,

Most Reverend Archbishops and Bishops,

Dear Brothers in the Priesthood and Brothers and Sisters in the Consecrated
Life and in Baptism,

The kind invitation of His Eminence Cardinal Baselios Cleemis Thottumkal
gives me the chance to share with you these moments of prayer, meeting and
dialogue, that is, of ecclesial communion. Moments surely planned by God’s
Providence.

It is a joy for me to begin the Lenten Season in this way.

It is a moment of the Holy Spirit in the synodal journey of the Church
towards the Kingdom. Trinitarian communion is lived in the ecclesial
communion, and ecclesial communion reflects the order and love of the
Trinitarian communion.

Vatican Council II opened the way for this dynamic of communion. On the
same path we are directed by the Magisterium of the Popes who have been
promoters and executors of the Christian model of ecclesial life, and by Pope
Francis, who continues to exhort the Church to go out to the world, out of love
for the world, to embody the same love by which God loved the world and sent
His Son to make His Name known to us.

His Name can now extend to lands and spaces on the planet which were
till now unreached by it. Here in India, new vast territories, which you know
very well, open themselves now to the Good News, and it is always a particular
grace to hear from your own lips the account of this expansion of the Gospel,
which is communicated through your work to new populations in India.

In this way, your internal communion is strengthened in the simple
familiarity which the Divine Message, contained in the Scriptures, transmitted
through the sacraments and adored in the Eucharistic Word.

We start to receive the Quinquennial Reports, which are a balm of hope
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and trust. They do not hide the difficulties of your Ecclesial Ministry, one that
has always encountered and will always encounter misunderstandings and even
rejection, but they also show new goals, new possibilities, and above all the
unceasing force and ardour of the Holy Spirit of the Lord, the Paraclete of
Jesus Christ to fulfil the work of the Father.

I confess that I read with devotion the pages of the Quinquennial reports,
of these familiar chronicles of the Church. One day they will be available for
those who wish to know the work evangelization in India. They contain many
names, your names, of Shepherds who, in the Apostolic Succession, among
enthusiasm and weaknesses, success and problems, moments of grace and
experiences of temptation, had as their only goal that of making Christ the
centre of their life and the heart of the world.

I am grateful to you, also on behalf of the Holy Father Francis, whom you
are about to meet and to whom you will tell, heart to heart, that you love the
Church the most, because you are Indians and sons of St. Thomas, the one who
touched the heart of Christ.

- Dr. Giambattista Diquattro
Apostolic Nuncio to India
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY THIRD ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD ON 11-15 MARCH 2019

Dear Venerable Brother Bishops,

We entered into the concluding session of the Twenty third Holy Episcopal
Synod. I indeed happy to thank you all for the wonderful experience of synod
and mutual strengthening.

The First Ecclesial Assembly provided us a strong witnessing experience
and now we are at the beginning of the second one. It is a time given by God
Almighty to renew and sanctify our families. Hence, we took the topic 'Grace
Filling Families' as the theme of the forthcoming Assembly.

I take this occasion to thank most honestly His Excellencies Mar
Chrysostom and Mar Julios for their outstanding shepherding. Your personal
sharing in the Synod was a blessing and it moved all of us.

On this occassion I appreciate the wonderful and courageous mission
activities undertaken by Mar Barnabas and Mar Anthonios. It is noteworthy
that our Eparchy of USA & Canada is progressing under the pastoral leadership
of Mar Stephanos. It is our dream to spread the fragrance of SMCC among the
Spanish speaking communities as well. [ wish our venerable bishops Mar Irenios
and Mar Theodosius for their installation ceremony and future Episcopal
ministry. Mar Chrysostom is going to retire on 8 June 2019 and Mar Julios will
be retiring on 12 June 2019.

Dear Brothren Bishops, I place on record my gratitude to you for your
love for the Church and solidarity with me in the exercise of my ministry in
the Church as its Father and Head. I also thank the officials of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia for the arrangements of the Synod.

Invoking God’s blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the Church, I declare the 23" Holy Episcopal
Synod is closed.

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Session of the Holy Episcopal Synod
(06 October 2019)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the Father
and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, convoked an extraordinary
session of Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at
St. John Paul II Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate
Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum, on 6 October 2019. The session started with a
prayer invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and the intercession of Blessed
Virgin Mary.

The members present at the Synod were: HB Moran Mor Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom,
Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev.
Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Philipos
Mar Stephanos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Makarios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Samuel
Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC.

Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, the Bishop Emeritus was absent in this
session of the Synod. Being a retired bishop his absence was found legitimate.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos,
cordially welcomed all the Fathers of the Synod and proposed the following
topics for further deliberation:

1. In the wake of the call for an Extraordinary Mission Month by the Holy
Father Pope Francis, the SMCC should rise to the occasion to do
something extraordinary in the mission field. It would be meaningful if
the Eparchies could adopt at least one mission parish in the Exarchate
of St. Ephrem Kadki-Pune, in the Eparchy of Gurgaon, Marthandom,
Parassala or Puttur. Bishops may freely select any mission in consultation
with the respective Bishops and inform HB.
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2.

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas was asked to look into the request of
the faithful from Plot Blair for opening mission there.

The present Education policy of the Kerala Government, basing on a
High Court Judgment, was very critical and damaging for our Church
members. The word ‘community’ includes all Christian communities,
denominations and sects - (anybody baptized and believes in the Bible
and Jesus Christ). HES felt that the Malankara Catholic Community
was the main looser. Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios was asked to study
the matter carefully with the help of advocates and other experts so that
we could initiate necessary legal steps in order to resolve it.

The term of the service of Rev. Fr. Varghese Angadiyil as the procurator
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia was going to be over by March 2020.
A suitable candidate to substitute him was a must. The Synod requested
HB to find an apt person.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Kandathil, the Coordinator of Gulf Region, has done
excellently well and the HES he could be replaced by a suitable person.
HB agreed to do the needful.

As part of the centenary celebration of the Reunion Movement, it was
felt that all who do not have a proper inhabitable house in the Church
must have one. Hence the bishops were asked to bring statistics of such
families in their eparchies in the forthcoming HES.

. It was also felt that a two-days Retreat for Bishops prior to the HES

might be highly useful and as such from 28 February to 2 March 2020
a short retreat would be arranged.

8. The next HES would be from 2 to 6 March 2020.

Since the process for appointing a new Curia Bishop and an Auxiliary
Bishop for the Major Archdiocese of Trivandrum were under way, HB
told that he would conduct inquiry regarding the candidates as per the
norms.

The Extraordinary Synod closed at 7.30 pm with a short prayer.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor.
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A Brief Report on the Demise
of His Excellency Geevarghese Mar Timotheos

On Tuesday, 4 June 2019, at 3.15 am, Geevarghese Mar Timotheos was
called to eternal rest at Pushpagiri Hospital, Tiruvalla. Most Rev. Joshua Mar
Ignathios was present there. The mortal body was kept in Pushpagiri Chapel
after embam. Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios and Most Rev. Samuel
Mar Irenios reached there at 1 pm.

The first service of the funeral was officiated by the Catholicos at 1 pm. At
2 pm, the mortal body was taken from Pushpagiri to Cathedral church for the
public vision after the service of Nagarikanikkal which was held under the
leadership of Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos. Most Rev. Mathew Arackal
and Most Rev. Joseph Pallickaparambil and many people paid their homage.
The second service was held by the Catholicos at 6 pm.

On Wednesday Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos celebrated Holy Qurbono
for Mar Timotheos. Third service was held after the Holy Qurbono. Most Rev.
Philipos Mar Stephanos was the concelebrant. There was an unbreakable flow
of faithful to the St. John’s Metropolitan Cathedral, where the mortal remains
of Bishop Mar Timotheos were placed for public. People from the different
walks of life paid tribute to their spiritual leader. At the same day the fourth
service was held with noon prayer at 12 pm and the fifth service was held at 6
pm with evening prayer.

On Thursday, 6 June, at 7 am, the Holy Qurbono was celebrated by the
Catholicos. Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas,
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos,
Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Rev. Priests were the concelebrants. After
the Holy Qurbono, the sixth service was held under the leadership of Most
Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas. At 12 pm, the seventh service was held with noon
prayer by Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios.

The final service of the funeral, which was started at 2 pm, was completed
at evening 5 pm. After the completion of the eighth service, the mortal body
was taken down from the casket. The service of asking farewell to the parish,
altar, and the places which were he made his priestly service, brothren bishops,
priests, religious, Brothers, faithful, and parents, was heart felted. The farewell
service was carried out by rising of the mortal body by the priests. Responding
to the prayer of peace, the faithful replied: Pithave, samadhanathode pokuka...

Then the concluding service was strated. Along with Moran Mor Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, Metropolitan Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos,
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Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most
Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent
Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Anthonios, and Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios were the concelebrants. His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos for the Church,
His Beatitude Cardinal Mar George Alencherry (Major Archbishop of the Syro-
Malabar Church), and Archbishop Dr. Soosai Pakiam (President of KCBC),
delivered the speech of homage.

The Major Archbishop Cardinal Mar George Alencherry of Syro-Malabar
Church, Archbishop Mar Andrews Thazhath, Archbisop Mar Joseph
Perumthottom, Archbishop Mar Mathew Moolekkat, Archbishop Dr.
Soosaipakaim, Mar Joseph Pallikkaparambil, Mar George Valiyamattom, Mar
Jacob Manathodath, Mar Joseph Kallarangat, Mar Jose Pulikkal, Mar Joseph
Pandaraseril, Bishop Selvister Ponnumuttan, Bishop Sebastian Thekkethecheril,
Bishop Stephen Athipozhiyil, Bishop Joseph Kariyil, Bishop Chirstudas,
Mathews Mar Timotheos of Orthodox Church, Alexios Mar Yousebious, Joshua
Mar Nicodimos, Dr. Joseph Marthoma Metropitan of Mar Thoma Church, Dr.
Yuyakkim Mar Koorilos, Joseph Mar Barnabas, Dr. Abraham Mar Paulose,
Archbishop Kuriakose Mar Severios, the ValiyaMetrapolitha of Knanaya
Church, Kuriakose Mar Ivanios, Kuriakose Mar Gregorios, Thomas Mar
Timotheos of Jacobite Church, Dr. Geevarghese Mar Koorilos, Zacharias Mar
Policarpose and Bishop Thomas Samuel of CSI conducted prayer. Remesh
Chennithala (leader of opposition party), P. J. Kurian (former vice chairman of
Rajya Sabha), Kummanam Rajasekharan (former Governor), Kodikunnil Suresh
MP., Anto Antony MP., A.M. Arif MP, C.F. Thomas MLA, Thiruvanchoor Radha
Krishnan MLLA, Mathew T. Thomas MLLA, Raju Abhraham MLA, Mons Joseph
MLA, Veena George MLLA, PC Thomas (former MP), Francis George, (former
MP), C.P. Vishnunath, former MCA, Joseph M. Puthussery (former MLA),
Cherian Polachirakkal (Chairman of Municipality), George Mammen Kondoor
(District Panchayat Vice President), Johnson Abraham (KPCC Treasurer), Sri
Jacob Punnoose Ex. DGP, representatives of the people of Tiruvalla, eminent
citizens and political leaders arrived and to give their last homage.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Secretary of Holy Episcopal Synod and
Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla, delivered vote of thanks to all. Having
completed the services at the cathedral, His Beatitude the Catholicos, other
Bishops and priests gave kiss of love. Then the bishops and priests moved in
row while the mortal body was taken to tomb. The mortal body was taken
down with special prayer at tomb. By offering incense by Pour the Myron, and
put incense, gave farewell.
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Circular

The First Commemoration Day of
Bishop Geevarghese Mar Divannasios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The First Commemoration Day of Bishop Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
who was the first Bishop of the Eparchy of Puttur, the Second Bishop of the
Eparchy of Bathery and the First Administrator of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church after it was raised to the status of the Major Archiepiscopal Church, is
on the date of sixteenth of January. The Commemoration Day will be celebrated
on Tuesday, 15™, at the St. John’s Metropolitian Cathedral, Tiruvalla, where he
was tombed and on Friday, 11™, at the Eparchy of Puttur. I inform you that the
Priests, Religious and the Faithful should attend the functions in two places, as
far as possible.

His Excellency was entrusted by the Holy Spirit to give leadership for the
election of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, the Head and Father of our
Church, the first in the history of our Church. It is specially remembered that
he became the reason for obtaining a special position to the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church, in the history of the Indian Eastern Church by performing his
duties very elegantly with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

He was humble, man of prayer, philanthropist, synonym of simplicity and
modesty and the person who carried out the ministries, entrusted him by God
depending upon God. He could establish a warm and hearty relationship with
those whom he meets and gets acquainted. His affection towards Priests,
Religious, Seminary students and to the people of God without the Eparchial
discrimination is remarkable. His Excellency tried to see his successors and
those with him as greater than him like John, the Baptist, who withdrew after
pointing out the Saviour to the world saying, “After me comes a man who
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ranks ahead of me. I am not worthy to unite the thong of his sandal.” Let us
remember the Archbishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, Priests, Religious
and the family members of His Excellency who helped him with their assistance
and ministries at the last times in this world while he was preparing specially
for the eternal life.

Let us try to attain his vision of life and examples and to live, grow and to
be the ministers along with the Church. May the hope that the Holy Father will
intercede for the Church, nation and for us in heaven will strengthen us.

Your humble Servant in the Lord,

Sd/-

*Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

Schedule of Commemoration Day

Tiruvalla: St. John’s Metropolitian Cathedral
2019 January 14 Monday 6pm
Evening Prayer, Dhoopaprarthana
2019 January 15 Tuesday 10.30 am
Holy Communion
(Under the auspices of the Head of the Church,
Commemoration, Dhoopaprarthana,
Banquet in honour of the departed).

At the Church at Puttur Eparchy (Noojibalathila):
2019 January 11 Friday 10.30am
Holy Communion, Commemoration,
Dhoopaprarthana, Banquet in honour of the departed.

N.B: The content of this circular should be informed in all parishes and the centres
celebraing the Holy Qurbono
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Cirular
Catholicos Day — 2019

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are celebrating the 14™ anniversary of elevating the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church as the Major Archiepiscopal Church on Sunday, 3 February
2019, as the Catholicos Day. Let us raise our folded hands of prayer in salutation
in order to offer thanks to the flowing streams of grace of God and to fill it
abundantly in future.

The institution of Catholicos in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
was the longing of long time of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios,
who took the leadership for the birth of a new age of permanent peace among
tremulous voices and resistances. A new age was born in the history of the
Malankara Church when that dream was realized through his successor Cyril
Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, of happy memory. It inspired us
to worship peacefully and to protect the faith without trouble. This shows the
abundance of the providence of God towards this Church. It helped the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church very much to be the incessant witness of
the gospel ministries pushing back time and space.

Certain topics concerning Church that have to specially remembered when
the 14™ Catholicos Day is observed which are noted below for your attention
and prayer.

1. The preliminary procedure to conduct the Second Assembly for our Church
on October 2019 has begun. This Assembly will be held on the subject of
‘Family.’

2. The Priests Conference of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church will be
held at Girideepam Convention Centre, Trivandrum, on 18 and 19 February
2019. This gathering together has special purpose and witness in a period
that faces much challenges in the lives of priests and the consecrated.
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3.

The conclusion of the Year of Youth proclaimed in connection with
the Golden Jubilee of MCYM will be on 25 March 2019. I convey my
congratulations and prayerful wishes of the whole Church as our youth
undertake and carry out so many compassionate activities during this
period in the Church level and also focusing the Eparchy. Let this be
an inspiration for them to grow standing together with the Church,
faith and traditions.

A proper preperation is needed in all levels while our Church is entering
into the celebration of the Centenary of the Reunion Movement. Let
us consider this not merely as a celebration but as the call and occasion
to give a true Christian witness. All our Eparchies and Pius Associations
should give special attention to manifest and manage the programmes
and charitable activities suited to it. We, as the Church that celebrates
the centenary wish that nobody should be there in our Church, who
has no space to lean his head to sleep. I exhort you all to support our
brothers. We can complete it very soon if we give our support along
with the projects of the Government.

2019 is the Centenary Year of ‘Order of Imitation of Christ,” Bethany
Congregation founded by Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios.
The Bethany Congregation, an Indian Ashram to grow in union with
God in the midst of crises, was his great dream. He tried to spread the
light of Gospel throughout India through the Bethany for prayer and
mission work. After reunion its functions were strengthened. Thus the
functions of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church could be spread in
various places within and outside Kerala under the leadership of the
Bethany congregations. In the light of the Centenary Celebration, the
anniversary of this year is scheduled to be held at Kottayam under the
leadership of the Order of Imitation of Christ, Bethany. The Church
altogether offers its prayer and wishes on the Centenary Celebration
of the Bethany Congregation.

The Catholicate Centre where our Major Archiepiscopal Curia is situated
is the headquarter of the activities of public administration which co-ordinates
the common functions of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church and of the
canonical activities of the 18 Synodal Commissions. The offerings of Catholicos
Day are used to put aside for this purpose, as per the decision of the Holy
Episcopal Synod. Therefore, the children of the Church are particularly obliged
to donate generously for this intention and to strengthen our Church activities.
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You are specially invited for this intention. All the parish Priest should inform
the Faithful of their respective Parishes about this well in advance and encourage
it. All our institutions and the Religious Congregations should participate in
this effort. The said offerings should be delivered to each Eparchy before the
23" Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church, which is to be started on
11 March 2019. I remember with thanks the people who have participated very
generously and with foresight in the past.

On the Catholicos Day, the Catholicos flag should be hoisted at all our
parishes, institutions and mission centres, after Holy Qurbano and say the pledge
of Catholicos Day.

I pray that let God shower his mercy and blessings upon each and everyone
of you and on our beloved Church.

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

& Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on 3 February 2019, Sunday, in all
Churches, Mission centres and Centres of worship.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre,
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Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Prot. No. CCL 3/2019

CIRCULAR

COMMEMORATION OF MOST REV. GEEVARGHESE MAR
TIMOTHEOS, THE DEMISED BISHOP

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

Everybody would have known that Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos,
who was the fifth Bishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and a senior
Metropolitan of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, was called to eternal rest
from us on 4 June 2019. At this occasion, I specially convey the reverence,
condolence and prayer of the whole Church to the Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos, the Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla, Rev. Priests, Religious,
the people of God and the family members.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos was died on 4 June 2019 at 3.15
am at Pushpagiri Medical College while he was leading a life of rest at Pallimala
in the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, and then at Pushpagiri Medical College after
retiring from the responsibility on 19 March 2003. After special prayer, the
mortal body of His Excellency was placed wearing official vestments at the
chapel of the Pushpagiri Medical Hospital for the public. At 4 pm I conducted
the first service of funeral there. After that, the Nagarikanikkal was conducted
carrying his mortal body. The mortal body was carried to the St. John’s
Metropolitan Cathedral at 6 pm and the arrangement was made there for the
public. Then evening prayer and second service of funeral were conducted
along with other Bishops present. In the morning of 5 June Holy Qurbono was
celebrated under the auspices of Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos,
Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla.

On 6 June, the funeral day, I officiated the Holy Qurbono at 7 am. Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Philipos Mar
Stephanos, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Theodosius and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios were the concelebrants of
the Holy Qurbono. The eighth and final service of funeral was conducted at 2
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pm. The services were completed at 4.30 pm and the mortal body was taken
down to tomb that was specially prepared at St. John’s Metropolitan Cathedral,
Tiruvalla.

Thousands of people came forward to see His Excellency and to give the
last homage by prayers at Pushpagiri Medical College and at St. John’s
Metropolitan Cathedral where his mortal body was placed for public. The
Bishops from the Syro-Malabar, Latin, Jacobite, Mar Thomas and CSI,
representatives of political-social-religious fields, many priests, religious,
seminarians, and numerous faithful from various Eparchies, family members,
and local residents participated with prayers.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, who led Tiruvalla to the greatness
that we see today by his foresight, was humble, lover of mankind and a form of
gentle nature. More than that, he was a noble person who led a dedicated life
offering himself in the holy hands of God. He appeared as the food and pleasure
before the needy people. That loving father was a vigilant servant who does
not hesitate to give out what he has and who increased the talents he received
as fifty, sixty and hundred fold. The peculiarity of that life was the dependency
in the providence of God without compromise. Therefore, nobody who was
asked, denied to give; nobody who asked was denied. His Excellency was a
great soul who protected the poor people and helped generously the
economically backward and the poor, by understanding their needs. He was a
great support to the poor. He showed special consideration to them.

His Excellency Geevarghese Mar Timotheos is the first senior Metropolitan
in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church who lived happily in Church ministry
till the age of 92 years. He got the opportunity to lead a life of bishop for 31
years of his Church ministry of 66 years. He was the master of 5 Bishops
including me, the humble. He had laid his hands on more than 80 priests and
trained more than 200 seminarians. The parishes that remain in buildings for
the Priests, the Educational and Hospital Centres, the Pastoral Centres and
other Charitable establishments and Tiruvalla Public stadium are the excellent
examples of his foresight, diplomatic dexterity and his care to the public
community. It was at his time that the dream to have a Medical College for the
Christian Community was realized through the Pushpagiri.

His Excellency was the undeniable presence of Tiruvalla town. He could
engage in the field of public activities, in the combined activities of various
religions and brothers and sisters there. He was the spokesman of the unity of
Churches and he started the Ecumenical Eight Day Prayer, the United Christmas
and the Clergy Fellowship Tiruvalla. The nature of love of a pastor and the
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care of a father were the splendid manifestations of that noble life.

He maintained an extraordinary devotion and descipline towards the life
of worship. He spent long time before the Holy Eucharist engaged in prayer in
the church. The speciality of that great life was the regularity in life with
descipline. He had been elected to the position of Vice-President of CBCI and
KCBC. When he was the Chairman of Caritas India, his rehabilitation activities
at Lathoor, the seismic area, was very praiseworthy. He was a great shepherd
who gave care and mercy. He moulded so many friendships and relations for
the growth of the Eparchy and the Church. He was the person who stood as the
support and shade for the mission activities at Delhi. He was a loving Father
who kept the Priests, the religious and the people of God to his heart. Even
when the keen missionary Rev. Fr. Chundevalel became the Most Rev.
Timotheos, he remained as presence of a person who achieved permanent
installation in the minds of the people. The people participated in his burial
service were the best witness of it.

As the Bishop-Emeritus for 16 years of his Episcopal ministry for 31 years,
His Excellency stood as the presence of prayer for Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
and Malankara Church. At the end of his ministry he spent his life in the
Pushpagiri Medical College without any complaint and concerns. At this period,
he could feel the care and love of the whole Church. He was blessed to receive
his Final Sacrament in the noble presence of all the bishops of Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church. I remember with gratitude on behalf of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church that His Excellency obtained the enchanting care and
security of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla at his rest period. The special leadership
of Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla,
for this purpose is very much praiseworthy. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla showed
special interest to fulfil his personal ceremonies and all the matters needed for
his spiritual life timely, without any shortage. Now I am expressing special
reverence and thanks in the name of the Church. Along with this, I convey the
special recognition and gratitude of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church to
all who expressed their condolences, consolation and prayer on his departure,
and participated in his funeral service. I remember his family member also at
this context.

The 40™ day of demise will be held at St. John’s Metropolitan Cathedral,
Tiruvalla, on Saturday, 13 July 2019, the day just before, for the arrangement
of the Padayatra of Mar Ivanios Day. On that day, there will be Morning Prayer
and then Solemn Holy Qurbono under the leadership of His Excellency and
priests and then Dhoopaprarthana at the tomb and Sradha sadhya. Holy
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Qurbono and Dhoopaprarthana should be conducted at all the parishes and at
the ashrams of the dedicated on Sunday, 14 July, which is the 40" day of demise.
All should pay attention to postpone all the functions that can be postponed
because of the official mourning of the Church.

Let us imitate the noble life-model of His Excellency who was the human
face of pastoral ministry which was adorned by the priestly qualities of
excellence. Let us be ready to understand deeply the messages of the Word he
taught in the spiritual field and above all to express love of God and to cast net
hearing the word of the one who called. Thus let us be the carriers of new
Psalm in the Church and community. I pray that the intercession of His
Excellency be with us for the same.

May God bless you all abundantly.

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

' Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
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For information
His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos

His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos was the first born
son of Rev. Fr. Jacob in the blessed family of Chudevalel and of Annamma of
Puthenpeedika, Karthikappally at Amayannur near Manarcadu, Kottayam
District on 2 February 1928. He was baptised as George at the St. Mary’s Jacobite
Syrian Church. His primary education was at the Govt. L.P. School, Amayannur
and the Middle School education at Itty Memorial School (Now Infant Jesus
School ran by Bethany Sisters), Manarcadu, and High School Education at St.
Mary’s School, Kidangoor. Rev. Fr. Jacob and family reunited to Catholic
Church on 1940. Rev. Fr. Abraham Marett (Senior) reunited them to the Catholic
Church. He joined the Pushpagiri Minor Seminary (the present Infant Mary’s)
for seminary formation with the wishes and blessings of His Excellency Most
Rev. Severios, after completing his studies at class X. After that he joined
Kandy Seminary at Ceylon (the present Sri Lanka) on 1945 for the studies of
Philosophy and Theology. After completing the formation he was ordained as
priest by Bishop Glenin at Kandy Seminary on 24 August 1953.

Rev. Fr. George Chundevalel who returned his country on the same year
was posted as Vicar at Kothamangalom, Nellimattom and Amayannur. After
his ministries as Diocesan Procurator on 1956 and Minor Seminary Rector on
1958 he was sent to Rome for higher studies on 1963. Rev. Fr. George
Chudevalel who returned on 1967 after possessing a degree in higher studies
in Spiritual Theology from the Gregorian University of Rome was posted in
the responsibilities of the Rector of Minor Seminary, Vicar of Cathedral, Vicar
General and General Administrator of the Eparchy for a long time.

While His Excellency Most Rev. Isaac Mar Yoohanon died, he was selected
as the Bishop of the Eparchy on 19 May 1986. He was ordained as Ramban at
Amayannur Church was his mother Church, on 26 June 1988. He was ordained
as a Bishop by His Grace Benedict Mar Gregorios in the name of Geevarghese
Mar Timotheos at the St. John’s Metropolitan Cathedral on 6 August 1988.
His motto was “At thy word I will let down the net.”

His Excellency Most Rev. Koorilos was appointed as the Auxiliary Bishop
on 17 July 1977 in order to make the ministries of the Eparchy more fruitful
and afterwards when the Muvattupuzha Eparchy was formed he was appointed
as the first shepherd. He began to reside at Pallimala, Tiruvalla, resigned from
responsibilities on 19 March 2003 completing 75 years old. Afterwards his
stay was shifted to Medical College, Pushpagiri, due to healthy condition.
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As a very efficient Rector he could trained so many priests within 18 years,
from Bathery, Muvattupuzha, Tiruvalla and Puthur Eparchies. He had ordained
80 Priests by anointing his hands upon them.

The period of the His Excellency who led the Eparchy for 15 years with
far sight was a time of achievements. 65 Churches at Tiruvalla Archieparchy
and Muvattupuzha Eparchy, 21 Educational Institutions, 20 centres of Social
Welfare activities, 35 Halls including Cathedral Hall, numerous presbyteries,
institutions, three pastoral centres at Kattapana, Peechi and Tiruvalla for
Catechism and Pastoral ministries, all these are the pastoral vision of his
foresight. Pushpagiri Medical College, MACFAST College, so many schools
and B.Ed College are the contributions of his pastoral, educational and social
commitment.

His vision of mission caused the growth of the Eparchy. He could establish
so many missions and parishes at High Range, Attappadi and outside Kerala at
Delhi, and also to buy lands and to renovate institutions and parishes.

He established hostels for Dalit students at Chungappara, Tirumoolapuram
and Mannar as a part of option for the poor. He stood for their rights. The
leadership under him could accept arrest for the rights of Dalit Christians and
also could bring the subject to the attention of the authorities.

So many poor people were helped through the Bodhana Social Service
Society. The poor homes such as Abhaya Bhavan at Tiruvalla, established by
him, Providence Home (now Moraiya Retreat Centre) functioning at Kakkanad
remain as eternal memorials of his love towards other people.

People working at various fields gave last homage to their spiritual preceptor
at the St. John’s Metropolitan Cathedral where his corporal body was placed
for public. The Major Archbishop Cardinal Mar George Alencherry of Syro-
Malabar Church, Archbishop Mar Andrews Thazhath, Archbisop Mar Joseph
Perumthottom, Archbishop Mar Mathew Moolekkat, Archbishop Dr.
Soosaipakaim, Mar Joseph Pallikkaparambil, Mar George Valiyamattom, Mar
Jacob Manathodath, Mar Joseph Kallarangat, Mar Jose Pulikkal, Mar Joseph
Pandaraseril, Bishop Selvister Ponnumuttan, Bishop Sebastian Thekkethecheril,
Bishop Stephen Athipozhiyil, Bishop Joseph Kariyil, Bishop Chirstudas,
Mathews Mar Timotheos of Orthodox Church, Alexios Mar Yousebious, Joshua
Mar Nicodimos, Dr. Joseph Marthoma Metropitan of Mar Thoma Church, Dr.
Yuyakkim Mar Koorilos, Joseph Mar Barnabas, Dr. Abraham Mar Paulose,
Archbishop Kuriakose Mar Severios, the Valiya Metrapolitha of Knannaya
Church, Kuriakose Mar Ivanios, Kuriakose Mar Gregorios, Thomas Mar

Timotheos of Jacobite Church, Dr. Geevarghese Mar Koorilos, Zacharias Mar
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Policarpose and Bishop Thomas Samuel of CSI conducted prayer. Remesh
Chennithala, the leader opposition party, P. J. Kurian, the former vice chairman
of Rajya Sabha, Kummanam Rajasekharan former Governor, Kodikunnil Suresh
MP, Anto Antony MP., A.M. Arif MP, C.F Thomas MLA, Thiruvanchoor Radha
Krishnan MLA, Mathew T. Thomas MLA, Raju Abraham MLA, Mons Joseph
MLA, Veena George MLA, PC Thomas, former MP, Francis George, former
MP, C.P. Vishnunath, former MCA, Joseph M. Puthussery, former MLA,
Cherian Polachirakkal, Chairman of Municipality, George Mammen Kondoor,
District Panchayat Vice President, Johnson Abraham, KPCC. Treasurer, Sri
Jacob Punnoose Ex. DGP, representatives of the people of Tiruvalla, eminent
citizens and political leaders arrived and to give their last homage.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 1/2019

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

SECOND MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
ASSEMBLY-2019

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are entering into the fifteenth anniversary of obtaining the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church as an autonomous Church (Sui Iuris) in the universal
Church in 2005. Our apostolic Church enters into its 90™ age including in the
ministries and services according to God’s providence. The centenary of
Malankara Re-union Movement is in 2030. I happily inform all the people of
the Church the decision of the Holy Synod of our Church to conduct the Second
Church Assembly of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church to reflect the vision
and mission of our Church life filled with the Holy Spirit and to rededicate in
the light of these backgrounds.

As per the Eastern Canon Law describes that the Major Archiepiscopal
Assembly can be conducted once in five years since the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church is being the Major Archiepiscopal Church in the Universal
Church. This general Church assembly is for "in dealing with matters of major
importance especially in order to harmonize appropriately the forms and
programs of the apostolate and ecclesiastical discipline with the current
circumstances of the time, taking into account the common good of its own
Church as well as the common good of the entire territory where several
Churches sui iuris coexist” (Canon 140). This Assembly is called ‘Malankara
Syrian Catholic Assembly’ in our Church.
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Second Major Archiepiscopal Church Assembly

This Assembly is organised in two levels. The assembly to be organised at
the Eparchies/Exarchate is the preliminary level. The second level is the general
assembly to arrange for the whole Malankara Syrian Catholic Church in general.

22" Holy Episcopal Synod of the Church held at the Catholicate Centre
from 19 to 23 February 2018 took the decision to convoke the Second Church
Assembly for deep thinking of our Church life filled with the Holy Spirit and
to deeply incorporate in the fellowship of God. Our Church Assembly will be
held on 8 and 9 October 2019 and concluded on 10™ October by the Holy
Qurbono on the 25" Feast of Commemoration of Archbishop Benedict Mar
Gregorios. Those coming from far places should arrive in the evening/night of
7. The Assembly will be held centralising the Catholicate Centre, the
headquarters of our Church.

The Head of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is the President of the
Assembly. For the efficient performance of the arrangement for the Assembly,
a Central Committee consisting of Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the
Bishop of Curia as the Chairman, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas and Most
Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos as Vice-Chairmen and Rev. Dr. George Thomas
Kochuvilayil as General Secretary will be functioned in. The details of various
committees for the management of the Assembly will be informed all.

Considering the special situations of this period we live, ‘Family’, the
basic factor of the society, has been taken as the general topic of the Second
Assembly of the Church. Through this the Church wishes to turn its urgent
attention to “Grace-filling Family” in continuation to the topic of the First
Assembly “Malankara Syrian Catholic Church - the Evangelizer”. This is the
time for the entire Church to prepare by praying for shower of rain of God’s
grace in a family atmosphere in the midst of complexities. Grace fills in the
families where the gospel is filled and remained. We must watch carefully the
First Assembly opens the door to this Assembly.

The message, spirit and the participation in the Church meeting of the
topic have to reach to each and every faithful of the Church. The topic narrated
should be discussed and the practical suggestions should be formed in the
levels of our families, the reading prayer gatherings of the parish, Parishes,
Ecclesiastic Districts, Religious Congregations, and Eparchies. The Bishops
of the eparchies should convoke the meeting of their eparchies as per the Canon
Law, so as to get the report of the Eparchial Assembly in Catholicate Centre
before 15 August 2019.

The details regarding general instructions for conducting Eparchial
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Circulars & Pastoral Letters

Assembly, the list of member of the meeting being officials, list of representation
to be elected, the structure of meeting, convokation, participation, discipline
to be kept in the meeting etc. have been attached to this pastoral letter.

From today, the children of the Church should pray continuously till the
end of the Assembly so as to make intervention of God, specially the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit in the Church and in the Assembly. The prayer, given along
with this should be said in our families after evening prayer and as an annex to
the Holy Qurbono at all our Parishes, Ashrams and Convents.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the college of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
*Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
15.03.2019

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on Sunday, 31 March 2019, in all
Churches, Mission centres and Centres of worship.

of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church - 2019

The Second Assembly of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church - 2019 is going to
make deliberations based on the topic ‘Grace-filling Families’ from 8 to 10
October 2019.

Malankara Catholic Church Assembly is the meeting of the representative
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. It is the advisory committee that
deals with very important topics of the Church. Along with that, the mission of
this Church is deeply pondered of in the context of the diversity of India
consisting of various divisions of the Church and Religions. It helps the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos and Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church to coordinate
the appearance and action plans of mission and Church discipline for the

[ The Second Assembly J
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Second Major Archiepiscopal Church Assembly

common common good of the Church considering the recent situations
(CPCSMCC c.64, statutes 3, Art. 5, CCEO c. 140).

The Assembly is organised to be held at two levels. The Assembly organised
at Eparchy/Exarchate is the first level of preparation. The general assembly
organised by Holy Episcopal Synod for the whole Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church is the second level.

LINEAMENTA OF THE EPARCHIAL ASSEMBLY

The Eparchial Bishop convokes the Assembly in the Eparchial level after
the study and deliberation at the levels of the Parish, Ecclesiastical Districts
and the Religious Congregations.

The Eparchial Assembly should be convoked and presided over by the
Bishop of each Eparchy. The Apostolic Visitors or coordinators should carry
out the responsibility in the levels of territories outside the Eparchy. At Religious
Congregation, the Assembly should be convoked by the Superiors General.

The Eparchial Assembly is the celebration of Church life in the Eparchy. It
indicates the dynamic character of the Eparchy.

¢ The Eparchial Assembly should be organized in such a way that two working
days are available.

¢ There should have a General Secretary to organise discussions and other
activities at primary level. Necessary committees for the execution of
Eparchial Assembly should be formed under the leadership of the Eparchial
Bishop.

MEMBERS

Proto-syncelli, Syncelli, Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Chancellors, Secretaries
of Priests’ Council and Pastoral Council, Proto-presbyters, representatives of
the Religious Congregations, Eparchial Directors of Pious Associations, persons
who are selected to higher phases, those who have attained special titles of the
Church, selected one each from each parish (women should be included at
least 30%). Lineamenta should be issued to all the members who participate in
the Assembly.

As the topic is concerned with family, the Eparchial Bishops are entrusted
to make arrangement so that the representation of laymen attending the
Assembly is up to 60%. For this, special permission has been obtained from
the Oriental Congregation.
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INAUGURAL MEETING

e The Presidential Address and Inauguration should be conducted by the
Eparchial Bishop.

¢ One from the expert committee, decided by the Holy Episcopal Synod, should
present the topic and help the members to conduct a fruitful discussion.

¢ One of the Bishops will attend the Eparchial Assembly as the representative
of the Holy Episcopal Synod. It should be arranged by the Eparchial Bishop
in advance.

SESSIONS

Discussions should be held dividing the members participating into small
groups.

The General Secretary should obtain the necessary questions in advance
from the Expert Committee and give to the groups for discussion.

The Secretaries selected from each group should present the report at the
public meeting.

The moderator of the public meeting should be either the Protosyncellus
or an equivalent title-holder appointed by the head of the Eparchy.

There must be a zero-hour to listen the general opinions and problems of
the participants.

For this, proper procedure should be kept. Personal criticisms are not
allowed.

There should have precise timing for sharing (3 minutes are suitable)

CONCLUDING MEETING

The General Secretary or the responsible person should give a brief written
record that highlights the important topics of the Eparchial Assembly.

The Eparchial report should be handed over to the General Secretary of
Church level at the Catholicate Centre within the appointed time.

One should select from the Eparchial Assembly to present the brief report
of the Eparchial Assembly at the Church level assembly.

A precise working document in the light of the Eparchial Assembly can be
prepared and implemented for the Eparchy. The Eparchy is responsible to
implement the decisions of the Church level Assembly announced by the head
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of the Church.

The Eparchial Bishop should deliver the concluding message with clear
vision and priority order.

ARRANGEMENT

Various Committees shall be formed among priests and lay faithful for
various needs in order to manifest their communities.

Name tag affixing the photo is compulsory for all participants and they
should wear it.

All the Assembly members should participate in the spiritual exercises
diligently.

Assembly may be arranged at the Eparchy/Exarchate/Religious
Congregation accordingly.

PRAYER FOR THE SUCCESS
OF THE SECOND ECCLESIAL ASSEMBLY

Heavenly Father, we praise Your holy name and express our thanks for
calling Malankara Syrian Catholic Church as the symbol of unity and guidance
of salvation. We confess as a Church that "this is eternal life, that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John
17:3). As You sent Your only Son, Your Son has entrusted the apostles saying
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Mathew 28:19).

As a Church, we enter into the Church Assembly to pray and delibrate on
the God’s plan of family, the basis of the Church and community. Through this
Assembly, convince us about the purity of the family, fullness of the Holy
Spirit and the witness to carry out in this world. Shower upon us the grace for
the same.

May Your Holy Spirit come and dwell upon the Church Assembly and
upon the assemblies hold at the Eparchies and enlighten us with your light. As
in a new Pentecost, the whole Church may ignite by this Church Assembly.
May the head of our Church, our Bishops, and the Priests, Religious and Laymen
who were in missionary zeal and our families be filled with your Spirit. May
the gathering of our Church Assembly and discussions be fruitful. The
fellowship of whole families of our Church, the exiles of the dispersion, at
various parts of the world be transformed into Grace-filling Families.
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Father in Heaven! When we pray through the Lord Jesus Christ in conjuction
with the intercessory prayers of Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Holy
Church, and St. Thomas, the Aposle, our Church Assembly may help to Your
Holy Name be glorified, the growth of the Church, prosperous and peace of
our nation and families. Amen!

118



996G a1WoeNo T10)MSloaddTMOBIOG @oo”1HO0OMIEN0
2eIB0 qV)OIWIMI &:COMILIlENI TVRW)AS
caxd eRAajmilada]-»HIcMILNCANIAT
€@00M ¢MIA MICAVLNCINT B»AGIMIUE Gl mI0aI®IEd Mmlanje Mmemes
@RUWIH000MIMH11eN88 003q 58008090
¢30Baf)alVEH600[02088H)0 OMIOWIBHO)0 alFHHIABO)0
HU0R20YYNEMATIM)0 TVMTTDALH}0 Aflvomild:e80Idae)0 an$al

Prot. No. CPL 2/2019

aVIWoB)ANo AVBYRHDM)o @YBSAN2ALJOCMAIM)0
M0 EMITT MVADINBBIM)20W (D1CVH Ho3MIM) V)],
alOMo@ig - 2301303139 R(BIMVMEIBEINAI BBIMVMIRYSAMIGINS
ml2amaige MAOIMIERINEMAZ0

@RENIBY o lGaBamOcO, AIMBY G600 lrie6600 02060, QIN3Y OMIXROEO, NIn0). HEOAQI
BlG0, HUEROUOMIBO, TVMITVMEO, BHAOMIQN® (all® ailvomile:es!

Mel MSVMIV HOHBAle MO BRRUNEMEBBOZ MWV M@IM)o, ailuo)
A1 @189 M @IM)0, alSlaflemamM@Im)o, @RAIP® Galo)eal0e]l aillglesnanailm)
2001 (GWIa0 10:1; ABBHNI 3:13-15; @R.(al 20:28) BHILIOHOLIBRSIO GU0HOBIW
EHSVMIND TMVRWEE M@IH;] GRMIOM Aldlalorilen)an). 2eIs:0 MVICIVWOM] &EOMO
2llenoTee® MoNIMWlajlSEOmIse @AMOAUAMIN B0) HO0IA6MID). DSV
U0)(U0)HHUBH) HOMWITNHAOW BRTIBAUOMNBUS TVE MuRIW]a0alafldlenyam).
alOMo@Ig BBOTVMORLIGHM @REINIBY Wa0IEMIM RIAB (HIEGTVOYYC HA(®O
Gaoellom, 2)0109)aN$ BBOTVMIRLYGHHUM @REIAIMBY a@(NIa0d0 20 W)ellcoms
OO(®ICa ORI o)1 all®ISOHMIA 75-00 QUOAVIGRIB (AIBQIUTIEN)E:Q6M.
BCOMOLNBHITVEWINS HAIDMMIVWA(aldH000 75 AUDM (al}0all® 0)(U0)aHd:
gladmlam)ss allecldeseaileng @palrveac®] mlunioilajldles)amn). GRGIIMale:000
mOs @D 0E GREIAMY ollMO &) MO0)Jo @RAI0)OS BDEAY0 N
00)(UD}aHOMEM AW AIEBSIA3MIM)o  ANlEABH)BWOM ag)MM) MVERIDENEBAUHDOW)o
0MA1VH9)aM). 0D @EAITVEONIGE GREIAIBY AllMILOIBHE ag)aId @YUDo
MUBSB)0, (AI0BMOMW)o BMEEMDWYo TVRWHS GaldlTd 6MIMB GINO)E>WI6M).
QeI 6@ PLIOmIR0OO MVEO MV kK000 AlZI® SR af)aNO
MOl |S) .

AlOMMo®Ig @(3IAVMo : MO}AUMINal)0o GARA GR®IRBOTVMo Alleedla] alom
Mo@Ig BBOTVMo 2010 RMYAUA] 25-M) WeIafl@d aIam). 2010 20@2] 20-M AIAMMo
@13 EBITVMOWINM (aIlND MSVMIV] GREIAIBY W)a0IEMIM BB (H1ETVOYYo
HO(®ICaOROmO MNIMICRIASIMMOIWV]. alODMo@Ig BBITVMIWIHHMOIWBH
8Mal®) QAIBaHAl0, GALIalg MAOMEIBS 21 QAIGAHAI)0, alDEO0a0I®Y R1all®
oloel 46 MoaloNEEBa)o allanisian @REIAIMY all®oailend MVEIUD)Y(U0)aHMHOS
MBlEWINS BOBAEHOMBS @RAVILIBOAUITVOO &h)SIWoEMI®. elgl®mimodan =il

119



Circulars & Pastoral Letters

OOWIENHSW)o YONaNBAINOW (A IB@GNMWIENHSW)o HOIMIRLIOMOTIENHSW)0
@O BOEAMa fla] GAGIalg 10)(Uo)aH @REIAIMY al®oal M@ §Bao20W] mldal
a0laj). ©6U0UAIGUWILINWIE)IM AOBTMIEM WO BBITVMHBH W0, AlCMMoIg
BBOIVMHOMW)o AT B06M)AN BDINMEBBSICLIBE DWAOMOM HOBAIo MW
Ufla EDSWEU0aHIOM. ERGING TVBINLIEEESOV] GREMEH0 HHBAIOLIVEBS)0, AlnMd
OG0 BB)o, AflBL0ELIIV-ERY@OIRIWL CH(BEABB)0 D MM B(BOTLVMEEBElEN
200 ®ERIBWS)Ca]oos MRIMIGIEN)M). ALIZ:O MVOIVWOMT »eOmILlend ave
W)OS U0)(U0)aHIGRRIRIMHOS DD (alGBUEBSIGE WMIMIHHW @REIIMY ©3l0)ca
M TVRW)OS (AIOB@MOMOUDOTVBUT MO EMOIAM).

Ao Mo®Ig BBIIVMOMING oGV DSWMIWV] BEajoUd lld®)SBajoql

BHOUNMBS HA(@IMIV] ¥0)(U0)aH MIBAUSIHS)ON @REIQIMBY TVOAMAUGE BB OGO
mleom’ @loyeaml 2019 &2)6m 8-00 1M OA(®ICJOLNOMWOT] MNIMIEOO
a0l®MOAEB@o6EM. 1978 AWIMVoNIB 22-M AlMEOASI® §U0)(U0)aHVIMB (AIGAIUT]
@pElaiiy all®oal 2010-@3 HA@OMIV] YVWATMHQ|S). @IO}AUMIMal)0o CARA
@OOIR(BONVMODTIN @~ I0E50MIlOERILNMVOW)0, DAN® ail3§oc 0MVEaa IeITloAl
(2100oMOM VRO @RELYIAIB:, (AIWIMOIRDLIIald: BMMYMIAL0, alBlUd)ELOGY MG
068368 M)MBMIAOTIMBS EREVTW V0)(UD)aHBD:SIOLI EMDMNIMIVWAl)o, @0l
MIMaljoo GARAE EPOIGBINVMOBIOM TVAOIVWOA(@IMIV] 2010 B)ME3 2018
QIOOWV)BS BRRAIVLINUY U0} aHD)0 OO YRILIMTVROW] MIBAUNCIEO SO
M)BUDAHA6N DD DTN OQUIBIMITTHICLIBE) SHSINIQUOYIND). BILIAMIMMYATV @
200 o lODMo®Ig BBONVMEOM MW1BH)QUOM HOHBAI0 af)Ll0 @OM)(Na0EBBS)0
@REIAUMY all®oalld) M@BHOSOHVAN @YUV BHW)o (aI0BME1H6)BW)o
©21Q)M).
?AIQ)a ¥ @(32aVMo: Gl)aILld @RE1E(B30TVMo alleedla] 2003 &MYAIG 15-00
®1G] MN0all®20® 2)a10Q)al® BBINVMOMIOE BlMTWIRLYHHUMOW] 2008
®an(ennaIcl 9-050 @IV @REIAIMBY ogéNin0do 203 W)elleom’ ®@loyeam]
MLNOMIGASIMMOIW. 11 QAIGaHHHOLI0 BBITVMHOM @RYOVIVWAIW)o BV ld:
20W)o AUSAROMOM HOBAUIEIMAILCOMINS @REIAIMY @10)CAM] (alIG®DT]2)).
coaflo® M)MMIBOHBS Alle:TVM(AIAIGAMMEBBUBHS CMDOLDI0NB:IS)OM). B3O
MUMHNBAILIVO, BJal®OBHI0YILIWo, GROGIW WIIMED((Bo DAIOWIAHEE @REINIMBY
afl®oallong $0}(10)aUIBOLITD O} 1M LIEla] MMBHBIHH)AN). EHOWMICN)A
eIV MENILIOT MSOMIQ HaHMB(AIAUBCMHMEBBUB (altdoMMIWoMEHAM.
HSVMSIOD BDON}HIOWITE DO aB@Bafla] COGI|SUD)(U0)H @GPEGaO0 BoUl
o MIdQkCla)). aBAEEW)o ST B9 (A ICMYEH0 @OEINIOL0 H06Mlaf). alemasl
®M)o HOBAUNIMI(OREM MRV @REIQIMBY @I0)EAMIWNS UD)(UD}aHBHOS TVE
V)OS Gal@dl@d MABIEWINS B0BHH)MMY; (ldBMAlEN)BHW)o BRYUDOTVEUd BMO)
&W)o 21QaN).

@REIQIBY all®oailond ©)SBa @OV MEajoud ?AQial?® BBITVMOTION
CB:0-BRASEREOMOA enilntt o, MERES VRO @RYITLOOM B:00§0LIVROW GARA @RYAHE)
a)a lrSEH600 03 ©:)EOWOS HAOM)0, W)E00|-BaHOMIWOW)HS @RA|TIE®I
eile: allnilegQo)@o® @REIAIMY WAOIEMIMB 208 HOWEWIAHUITT @I0)CAT]
2019 £2)6n8 12-00 TV MY} }P BBONVMONIOHMG (DIBTWOW §HHHMOWVT MLOOM
GROQSIBNBHWIEM. 1985 M)OE MAMOS TVERWVIM3 A IDEEaCI®Y 0)(U0)HWGI
@pElQIBY all®oal QIO Iy @MIEM. 2017-03 HAGIMIV] PVAECMeAS). TIOYQINAD
alj0o 2e1B0 2R3 MLAINIBIYHS H0B:SA, RIWlaHi@3 alle:0d, caRAd @A

120



Appointment of the Eparchial Bishops

2ol eB900|@8 &)01WOWIHS HOAUMI-210MAVILIB, TVEIEHIS®IWIHS
@PELYGHB, VIAUNOAT HAVAF GROEM (H1ETVITYo BBOTVMETOBW)o @loyal
MaMal)0o G2RAE @R@IBBITVMOMIORW)o Mlesmienmy, milenil.ail.eag).wes
6303-STlo @00 @)SERIY al13Qld:SIE3 M®MIBAOMW EGIVAIMO &0 2100la]
@IM)EUOAUAEM DD a YTV UOY(UD)aHO TLOANWIMO ABOQSIHNAND). B)QIOQ)aR®
BBOMVMOBIOMW @)SA(AIAUBOMMEBBUBEN)0, ElalaHl®UD)(UD)aHMUWBEN)0 @REINIMY
aflmoaile cn®myalosalane (od®Nmo Klallmane a@O0 MnOIWEHERIBOS! af)alo
U0)(U0)eHHB)0 aBQ0 ADLIBIWH2IB0M8 TVBEAUWVIOM drial 2 BKIHFHWMS (oA
B9)BHW)o @RYUOTIEEEW)0 Halan).

@REIIMBY W)a0IEMOM 2038 (@leMoqyo allmoaileaie GREIIMY a@(enin00
208 @)ellecoal all®oalloadwio TVEIUDYU0)HUBHOS TVBW)OS GaldlTd oGO0
OBleWoNs MO BOBSHAMY; ML HHBAUCDIN) & 261 @ WABa{lesn)am).
@oElaimy all®osermOclends Mames TMVEVEH LIBYAIV af)Lld MGHOHSW)o
MBlIeINS BOBHNMMIM)0 Al MHSVWMIBHE (AIOBMDMOMOIVBBI0 MADYOS
afldenieinno @ROIVIEO)M@IM)28S ERAINTVOEEBSM RN 8, 12 o)1 @1V
@HUB af)aM B00 0 MIBBHS NI aBHO @OTAICOMINS @RAIIEHNAM). Al
Mo@IIg BBIXTVMAIINEI TLOOMICOINOEMUDYUd)H K61 8-00 @IV ©oaileoel 8
26eMlHn}o MAIQa}P BBITVMOMINL! MLOOMIEBIA0EMUD)(UD)aH E)6N3 12-00
®lo®] 0oailoel 9 0emMlee)20WIGlEn)o. DD OME UDY(UD)aHUSSIGRIGN0 TVEIA
BHCBAUNOW)0 EMIM (aIGD Y0 BHEMIBH)AM). (IOBMNMEBH6NB)o TVIATIW o
BH6NBJ0 DD 21SEEBYHOB (B YdH0 @RMI(NADHOAMIHEEMO.

al@100)ELoEY W0ANMOV] BOYEEB)IM HAITHIHENIMITIWAOS DD E0eIVslw3
(m(oﬂemg Wloallmow] RONGEVWINS M2YB (A DBMOIE 0. MANOS MVEOUDY(UD)
AU U B$)S)M@3 BRMY(Na0(aIBAIB)AUIM BO}HHCOMINSWBH B0} HOOWIGla])
@0Rlo MA)BH @RYQUCDIMIEM. HATVAOIGWIM MOSBHWIM lGlUD)EL BREAW)OS
coeno Wlaomoo)eseEree @YAIMlz] VBNV MTINIEEBBRUE TVERWVIASERL0
MOMOS  YD)(UD}aUBHB)HSEALN0 AUMNIAUTVIB)QAUIMB MDBE @ laHEM D CWIHS
(adoB@O1H8 0.

@RVO HHBAAIMIAUIW aldl. HMIGHINCIVWOBIHB®)0, @ |TEMIE
M2aOOBIEMR)0, QfluBlayd MEMOS ll®OAW ROBEOMIZ2) (YlaOIWESW)o,
auédel ailud)ELO)ESW)o (IDBMNME:BOMT MHAN, @REANTMW.

63B0lo MEBH8 aFAIGOW)o BRMY(NaClBNHS!

ag)am,

HBOmO0i@3 (Tﬂemgge)s Allm1® o) (U0)adl
.l:"‘—-_

*E ml(zm)eﬂc@om) N GIe (OB V) eg,;]ﬂm)
23.05.2019 2eIBH:0 MIOIWIMI B&EOMIRIEHNITVEW)HS
$06moeNceng HTRA c0=Ad @yAajjenilata]j-socmoeilesnoay.
algo, @YUM al)0o

N.B.: &v ;psweeinimo @rS)0m)aI0)m 6m0000$al MEz)eSs af)eld aisskesieno, ollauad Go(136m3
glelo, @yOOWMI G (MB6BBFEIRN0 Ql. &)@NIom AEAELY QIOWIGHETROSIT.

121



By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 2/2019

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

APPOINTMENT AND ENTHRONEMENT OF THE BISHOPS OF
THE EPARCHIES OF PATHANAMTHITTA - MUVATTPUZHA

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

God, the Good Shepherd, gives great shepherds for the Church at the right
time and concern it, in order to lead His flock, sanctify, teach and call them by
their names (Jn 10:1; Mk 3:13-15; Acts 20:28). As far as the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church is concerned, this is very meaningful. The Church has
ascertained legal boundaries for the ministries of the Bishops. Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Bishop of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, and
Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Bishop of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha, are
going to enter into the age of 75 years. According to the General Rule of the
Catholic Church, the age of 75 is decided as the time for retirement from the
proclaimed ministries. In accordance with this, I inform you all the children of
the Church that our two Bishops are going to retire from their official ministries.
At this occasion, I offer the wishes, prayers and gratitude to His Excellencies
in the name of the Church. As per the law of Church, the retiring Metropolitans
will be known as Bishops Emeritus.

Eparchy of Pathanamthitta: Eparchy of Pathanamthitta came into existence
on 25 January 2010, bifurcated the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum. On 20
March 2010, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom was installed as the first
bishop of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta. This is also a good occasion to
remember thankfully the Church ministries of His Excellency who leaves behind
nine years as the Bishop of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, 21 years as in the
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Episcopal service and 46 years in priesthood. His Excellency performed
praiseworthy his ministries entrusted to him as a Bishop by simple way of life,
sacrificial prayer and hard work. The great shepherd who was entrusted by
God to lift up the Eparchy of Marthandam and Pathanamthitta which were
from the infancy stage to today’s loftiness. As its good effects, many parishes,
mission centres, educational centres and hospitals are existed as haughtiness
in these two Eparchies. I offer the prayerful wishes of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church to His Excellency who gratified the ministerial levels of the
Church in these areas.

Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, presently the Co-Adjutor Bishop of
Pathanamthitta, is going to be installed as the new Bishop of the Eparchy of
Pathanamthitta on 8 June 2019. His Excellency who entered into the ministry
of priesthood on 22 December 1978 was raised to a Bishop in 2010. His
Excellency is entering to this new responsibility, after his commendable
performance as Protosyncellus of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
praiseworthy leadership as a Teacher and Principal in the education field,
leadership in the spiritual ministries prior to the good gifts of the Holy Spirit,
and the pastoral ministry as the Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum from 2010 to 2018. I wish and pray to God to give all the blessings
to His Excellency to lead the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta according to the time.

Eparchy of Muvattupuzha

On 9 February 2008, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios was installed as the
Second Bishop of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha, which was established on 15
January 2003 bifurcated the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. His Excellency
performed under the auspices of God to foster the Eparchy spiritually and
materially for 11 years. He gave leadership for the development activities aiming
the future. The Cathedral Church, eparchial Curia, and Moriah Retreat Centre
are the favours the Eparchy obtained at the period of His Excellency. The mission
work made at the Coimbatore area is praiseworthy. He performed very elegantly
with zeal the Episcopal ministry entrusted to him. He showed special interest
to unite everyone. In the name of the Church, I remember with gratitude the
ministry of His Excellency, the Scholar and Theologian. I pray and offer my
wishes for him.

In continuation of His Excellency, Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar
Theodosius, the Co-Adjutor Bishop of Muvattupuzha, the Bishop of Major
Archiepiscopal Curia, the headquarter of the Church and the Apostolic Visitator
to Europe and Oceania, is going to be installed as the third Bishop of the Eparchy
of Muvattupuzha on 12 June 2019. His Excellency is engaged in the priesthood
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ministry of our Church since 1985. He was consecrated Bishop in 2017. He
undertakes this new provision of ministry after his praiseworthy services in
the status of the Rector of Malankara Major Seminary, Trivandrum, Judicial
Vicar, Vice-Chancellor of Major Archiepiscopal Curia, President of the Tribunal,
Syncellus of the Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom, Gurgaon and of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum and Core-team Member of CBCI. Let the
leadership skill and prayerful life of His Excellency be much helpful for his
continual activities and mission ministries. I pray and wish that God may bestow
the grace to fruitful all His Excellency’s ministries.

In the name of the Church, I remember with gratitude the Church ministries
of Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and Abraham Mar Julios; I offer
thanks to the good God. I interestingly inform you that 8 and 12 June are
occasions to remember thankfully all the favours obtained for our Church
through His Excellencies and to convey the prayerful wishes and our support
to the new shepherds. The service of the installation of Pathanamthitta will be
on 8 June at 8 a.m. and of Muvattupuzha on 12 June at 9 a.m.. I specially invite
all the children of Church to both these services. These two functions should
be made particularly favourable by your prayers and presence.

During this period we prepare for the fulfilment of the Holy Spirit, let us
pray attentively for the same. In order to make our Church ministries more
blessing, we need a period of waiting with preparation. Let us pray vigour for
the heavenly goodness, dwelt upon the Virgin Mother and the Apostles, to
come and abide in the Church and in our service.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

FBaselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

23.05.2019
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 3/2019

66™ Commemoration Day of Archbishop Mar Ivanios,
the Servant of God

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is going to celebrate the 66™
Commemoration Day of the Servant of God, Archbishop Mar Ivanios, who
showed the right path of the consciousness of truth and protected the heritage
of the Liturgy of Malankara and undertook the union of prophetic mission,
from 1 to 15 July 2019 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, with various
programmes. His Beatitude Ibrahim Isac Sedrak Gad Elsayad, the head of Coptic
Catholic Church and Patriarch of Alexandria will participate as the Chief Guest
in the commemoration service which is to be held at the St. Mary’s Cathedral
on 15" July, the day of Commemoration Day. I heartily welcome all the children
of the Church to obtain blessings by participating this Day.

The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios was a venerable Father, who
proclaimed loudly that the prime positions of the Malankara Church where
dark cloud of impatience and disunity is spread, is not for the persons, but for
the unity with God and who preserved tirelessly for that. He worked hard day
and night for the upliftment of the Church where he was included. Wherever
he got occasions, he brought the people of the Church for higher education and
job, in his own expenditure. It helps many educated people to find out the new
phases. The growth of his own Church is the only reason behind it. Among all
these, he travelled through the lanes of truth-seeking. When he recognized that
his own hard working and wishes will be obstacles for that, he sought shelter
at the hearth of ascetic life, so as to sacrifice all he had. When the noble ascetic,
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On Mar Ivanios Day

who tried to burn the union with decaying Church, recognized that the reunion,
the union with the real Church, is the only way of truth, he showed the courage
to the world by leaving the properties he had acquired and went down from
Mundanmala. The venerable father reminds us that abandoning is very noble
when even the adversaries praise it as excellence.

This year, as the previous years, the common celebration of the Church of
the Commemoration Day will be held from 1 to 15 July of 2019 at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Pattom, where his tomb is situated. There will be Holy Qurbano,
intercessory prayer and the prayers under the leadership of various Pious
Associations, Religious Congregations and Prayer Group everyday from 1 to
14 at the Tomb Chapel. It is blessed and great witness of the love towards the
Church to participate in it by person or as community. It is much encouraging
to conduct study programmes, quiz competitions and seminars at various places
under the leadership of Pious Associations, Parishes and Eparchies in connection
with the Commemoration Day. It should be specially paid attention to arrange
those programmes in such a way that they may not be obstacles to the common
feast. There will be occasion for the Sacrament of Reconciliation every day
near the Tomb Chapel.

I wish to accept the intention of the sanctification of family as the common
intention of our Padayatra this year, considering the motto ‘Grace-filling Family’
we accepted for the preparation of the Second Assembly of the Church. Through
this, the Church aims at the sanctification of our families and all the families in
the world. It is therefore very blessing for family members to join together on
this Pathayatra; this is an example for the world. I remind the beloved faithful
to make time for it at least one day. I exhort you to observe precisely the 15
days Nombu (1-15 July) that we have undertaken as the Church in accordance
with the commemoration Day. All who participate in the Padayathra should be
careful not to make fault on this. The concerned persons should ensure that
any kind of annoyance will not be made in the public by our Pathayatra.

As in the past, this year also the main Padayatra of the Church will be
started with the Holy Qurbano conducted from Perunadu, Mundanmala on
Wednesday, 10 July 2019, at 6 am under the special leadership of Malankara
Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM) with the participation of all the
Associations of the Church. On the days determined along with this, the
Pathayatra will start from the Eparchies of Tiruvalla, Muvattupuzha, Bathery,
Mavelikara, Marthandam, Gurgaon and from Exarchate of Pune-Kadkhi and
will be joined with the main Pathayatra. The main Pathayatra will be welcomed
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at the tomb at 5 O’clock in the evening of 14™ Sunday. Following that there
will be Evening Prayer at 5.30 pm and Kaiveppu Sushroosha (Service of
imposition of hands) of the 6 batch of Suvisheshasangham in the Church
level. Thereafter there will be candle procession, Dhoopaprarthana at tomb,
Apostolic blessing and Night Vigil.

His Beatitude Ibrahim Isaac Sidrak Gad Alsayad, Patriarch of Coptic
Catholic Church, will be welcomed at the entrance of the Cathedral on 15%, the
day of Commemoration, at 8 am. Thereafter, there will be Morning Prayer,
Pontifical Holy Qurbano, Dhoopaprarthana, Nercha and the Sradha Sadhya.
I ' wish all our Priests to concelebrate the Pontifical Holy Qurbano. I remind the
dear people of our Church that we should take part in these Holy services and
strengthen our relationship with the venerable Father and the efforts in the
process of Canonization by giving the support of prayer.

The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios is the Paul of Malankara who
proclaimed courageously the truth he recognized like Saul. What our Church
earned today are the visible witnesses of our beloved Father who was ideal and
scholar abandoning bravely all the positions, luxuries and benefits that he should
have obtained. This is very true that “All things work together for good for
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. Let us follow the
foot-steps of that venerable father. Let us pray with vigilant to get the title of
Saint.

May God bless you all abundantly.

Your humble servant in the Lord.

Sd/-
¥Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
25.06.2019
Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Trivandrum

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No.CPL 4/2019

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

89" Reunion Movement and Sabha Sangamam,
Centenary of the Congregation for Bethany, Church Assembly,
Ad Limina Visit at Rome,

25" Commemoration Day of Archbishop Mar Gregorios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

89™ Reunion Movement and Sabha Sangamam of Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church and Centenary of the Order of Imitation of Christ, Bethany,
are going to be held jointly at the courtyard of Girideepem School, Kottayam
on 18, 19 and 20 September 2019. I specially exhort all the children of the
Church to participate in this Sabha Sangamam considering this as the platform
to ensure our relation in the Church fellowship, avoiding pomp and pride in
the background of flood disaster.

The Christian Church remained as a community in this soil until the 17®
Century. The Malankara Church witnessed many divisions during the period
since Coonan Cross Oath of 1653. This split got partially healed by the Reunion
held under the leadership of Mar Ivanios in 1930. Among the many endeavours
for Church union in the 20" Century only this became fruitful. This is also an
endeavour of union in India that succeeded to enter into complete fellowship
with the Catholic Church without merged into the Latin Church. This reunion
that caused to reach in the complete fellowship of two Churches was a new

stepping.
Our ancestors had attempted untiringly for the reunion from the time of
Coonan Cross Oath (1653). The efforts of Most Rev. Bishops Mar Divannasios,
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the Marthoma VI (1761-1808) and Pulikkottil Mar Divannasios (1865-1909)
have to be mentioned specially. Bishop Pulikkottil along with Rev. Fr.
Nidhirickal Mani Kathanar made discussions with Rome for reunion. These
matters gave a support when Bishop Mar Ivanios was entrusted for the
discussion for reunion with Rome on 1926 by the Orthodox Church leaders.
The conviction of Mar Ivanios that permanent tranquility, peace and progress
can be achieved only by the fellowship with the successor of St. Peter at Rome
inspired him to reach the bank of reunion with firm steps. Time has proved
that this conviction and vision are true.

The needs requested to Rome for the Malankara Church by Mar Ivanios
during the period 1926-1930 have been fructified today. To obtain a Head of
the Church having equal power of a Patriarch and Synod and to give pastoral
authority over the people of Malankara wherever they are, were the applications
submitted by His Grace to Rome. Elevated the reunited Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church to the Major Archiepiscopal Church by the Holy See of Rome,
elevated the Head of the Church to Major Archbishop-Catholicos, granted a
Synodal administration and obtained freedom of pastoral authority to the Major
Archbishop all over India at certain parts in the world and at all regions where
the Malankara Syrian Catholics reside etc are the after effect of that foresight.
Along with that, by attaining the title of Cardinal, the head of the Malankara
Church got the participation in the Universal Church administration.

Our Sabha Sangamam is also a platform to remember God's ways thankfully
and to grow in communion. When the entire Malankara Church celebrates the
89" Reunion Movement and Sabha Sangamam, we are celebrating the
Centenary of the Order of Imitation of Christ also, together with that. When
the Malankara Syrian Community went through an unusual crisis of emaciation
of spiritual life, Mar Ivanios began the Congregation of Bethany at Mundanmala
in Perunadu on 15 August 1919 as a means to renovate it spiritually and to
strengthen the basic mission of the Church of evangelization. This new mode
of life was formed in the support of Oriental Christian consecrated and Indian
religious visions. This mode of consecrated life supported the Bishop for the
reunion activities. Today the Bethany congregation functions in different fields
of mission ministries in various parts of the world. Along with remember these
all ministries I convey the reverence and appreciations to all the Bethanians.
We the Church may dedicate our thanks to the Lord for the Bethany Ashram.
May the Holy Spirit confirm the Bethany in active dedication continually!

The Reunion Movement and Sabha Sangamam of this year are fixed to be
at Girideepam, Kottayam on 18, 19 and 20™ September. Reception will be
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given at the Nagar of assembly for the Chayachitraprayanam and
deepashikhaparyanam from the various eparchies under the leadership of
MCYM and MCA. Followed by the quiz competition of MCYM at church
level will be held. On 19" various programmes will be there. Then the
Suvisheshasandhya will be held under the leadership of Suvisheshasangam in
the Church level at 5.30 pm. On 20" at 8 am solemn Pontifical Holy Qurbano
followed by Public Meeting will be held. The programme will be ended with
Agape. Let us express our relation and love towards the Church by attending
these programmes of celebration. For this, I welcome all of you whole heartily.

Ad Limina Visit

Ad Limina visit is the meeting of the Bishops of each individual Church of
Catholic Church under the leadership of the Head officially with the Pope, the
Successor and Head of the Universal Church, once in five years of the Church
to present the study report regarding the Eparchy, its situations and statistics.
The Ad Limina visit of our Church will be held from 22 to 28 September 2019
at Rome. All the Bishops of our Church will go to Rome on 21 September to
participate in this visit. The ministry of visit will start by celebrating Holy
Qurbono by all the Bishops of the Church along with Holy Father Pope Francis
on 23 September. As part of the visit, the Bishops will pray together for our
Church visiting the holy places of St. Peter’s Basilica, St. Paul’s Basilica, Lateran
Basilica and Holy Mother of God Basilica. Along with this, various offices of
the Roman Curia will be visited and met the persons who give leadership for
this. All are reminded with love to pray specially that this visit be a blessing.

Second Assembly of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

The Second Assembly of our Church is going to be held on 8 to 10 October
2019 at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia Catholicate Centre, Pattom. Studies,
deliberations and meetings related on the subject ‘Grace filling Families” have
been held in all our Eparchies, other places and Religious houses. The
representatives from there gather together for the Church Assembly. The Holy
Spirit has given us a subject suitable for the time for reflection and prayer. Let
us pray that this Assembly be the cause for consideration of correct discussions
regarding family.

25" Commemoration Day of Archbishop Mar Gregories

On 10™ October, we are celebrating the 25" Commomeration Day of the
Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios who led us for 41 years as the head of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The Venerable Father, who sided with the
poor, performed the Church ministries with social commitment and expanded
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the Church activities, had to suffer very much for that. He was always there to
take initiative for the progress and peace of the country. Likewise, he had
maintained affection to Church, clear punctuality and vision to the ministries.
He had a decisive influential power in the growth of the Major Archieparchy
of Trivandrum. Let us remember him in our prayers and receive blessings. In
connection with commemoration Day, there will be Evening Prayer on 9™ at
6.30 pm at the Cathedral, Pattom, and on 10™ there will be solemn Holy
Qurbono, Dhoopaprarthana and nercha at 7am.

The flood disasters that we face incessantly in these periods have carried
the community of Kerala to a terrified condition. I specially express the care,
love and prayer of the Church for those who were the victims of the terrible
natural disasters happens this year at Wayanad, Malapuram, Kozhikode and
Kasaragod districts. We are executing our solidarity in various ways with the
Eparchy of Bathery and Shreyas Social Service Society under the leadership of
all our Eparchies and pious organizations. I exhort all of you to pray specially
for those who are suffering from misery and to help them as far as possible.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
EBaselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
01.09.2019

Our Father ...

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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THE MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

MCCL Day 2019

(MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S LEAGUE)

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSION
FOR FAITH FORMATION

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear children in Jesus,

10 February 2019, Sunday, is being celebrated as the Malankara Catholic
Children’s League (MCCL) Day which is the Children’s Association in the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The MCCL, an Association of the children,
was officially formed in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church on 20 September
2010 as per the order of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the
Head and Father of the Church.

The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios describes the Faith Formation
as a mission entrusted by the Lord. Therefore the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church keeps the Faith Formation with very attentively and with nobility. Our
children have to lead our Church and community in faith and in tradition
tomorrow. The aim of MCCL is to enable the children to think, act and grow
along with the Church by knowing God and by understanding and loving the
Church at the time of childhood itself.

With the formation of MCCL, it is decided that all the associations of the
children known in different names (Thirubalasakhyam, Baladeepam) should
get uniformly in one name as MCCL.

MCCL is the Association of all the children in the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. All the children studying in standard I to XII of the Catechism
are members of this association. While the intellectual knowledge of faith
formation is shared through the Catechism, the practical formation stage of
faith is formulated through MCCL. The MCCL helps the children to act

141



Circulars & Pastoral Letters

organizationally from their childhood. Hence, the MCCL emphasizes the
ecclesial and practical faith formation of the children. Along with the syllabus
of Catechism, the study of persons in the Holy Bible, formation for integral
growth of children, programmes help the moral and spiritual formation of the
children, training the Christian life based on gospel and ecclesial, fostering of
art and cultural levels latent in children are the various platform of action of
MCCL Movement.

As the two sides of a coin, the syllabus of Sunday School and the activities
of MCCL should act as complementary. That is why the MCCL executes the
functions under the Commission for Faith Formation in Church and Eparchial
level. When 10 February 2019 is celebrated as MCCL Day, the units for MCCL
should be made active in all the parishes and mission centres and new units
should be formed in those parishes where the units are not formed yet. It is
reminded that special interest of the Sunday School Directors and of parish
Vicars should have for it.

The joint effort of the Headmasters and Teachers of the Sunday Schools
and Parents is essential for the fruitful performance of MCCL. At this occasion
I remind you that the Office Bearers of MCCL in the levels of Parish, District/
Zonal, Eparichial and Archieparchial should be formed at the earliest for the
year 2019-2020.

All may pay attention to celebrate the MCCL day properly in all the parishes
and to convince the community specially the children and their parents the
relevance of this movement. The dedication to the Holy Qurbano, meetings,
common study forums, cultural programmes of children etc should be arranged
on that day. I express thanks in the name of the Church to all who sacrificially
participate in the noble mission of faith formation of the children. Lovingly
requesting the prayerful help and co-operation of all,

Yours loving in the Jesus
Sd/-

* Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
31.01.2019

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 10" February the MCCL Day, during the Holy Qurbano
in all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

PRAYER WEEK FOR VOCATION 2019

Message from the Chairman
of the Synodal Commission for Vocation

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and parents and dear children,

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is celebrating Sunday, 28 April
2019, as the Prayer Day for Vocation. By the celebration of the Vocation Day,
the holy Church aims to help and encourage the children to lead in the way that
God wishes, recognizing the great gift of call that God invested in them.

Vocation is meant for the invitation of God to the status of family life, the
Priesthood and Consecrated life. The aim of each call is to be with God. The
family life, priesthood and Religious life are the gift of God.

From the period of Old Testament, God has been calling priests, judges,
prophets and shepherds to lead, to teach and to sanctify His people. Prayers,
requests and perseverance are still continuing through the Church for the
vocation.

The gift of Priesthood and the vocation of Consecrated Life make enable
the persons to dedicate themselves for God and people of God in a special way.
God wishes the growth and the renewal of the Church through these status of
life. Before the establishment of the World itself, the consecrated Priests and
Religious are called and selected by Jesus Christ for being holy and innocent
in love before the Almighty God.

Today the lives of Priest and Religious face so many challenges. The false
doctrines, that are improper to the Priesthood and Religious Life, spread through
social media by those who leave the priesthood and religious life affect the
vocation very much. The waning and bad examples of the consecrated lives
are obstacles for vocation. But we shoud not forget the reality that we have
lakhs of Priests and Religious who serve in the Church with holiness and being
with God even when they face difficulties and problems this much. It makes
me hopeful that we have a generation of youth who recognize God’s plan
regarding them and response whole heartily to His call, even this period of
loosing the self control in the illusory desires and in the excessive influence of

media.
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Therefore, Parents, Priests, Religious, Sunday School Teachers and Office
Bearers of Pious Association should take effort whole heartedly to find out the
children and encourage who wish to accept the vocation and serve God through
the holy Church and to lead them to the status of life provided by God.

Our Church is one that experiences God’s wonderful protection in the
pastoral ministry and mission activities. The Priests and the Religious of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church are having a great heritage of the Servant
of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, who co-operated whole-heartily with the call
of God. The role carrying by the Vocation Day and the one week celebration of
the vocation are immense in helping so many youth to come forward to the
Priesthood and Religious lives to dedicate themselves for the Church ministry,
by grasping this great heritage.

We have formed the Synodal Commission for Vocation in order to
encourage and foster the vocation to the status of Priesthood and Religious life
in the special planning and background of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church. Under the leadership of this Commission, various action plans based
on prayer and penance are going on in our Eparchies and religious houses. It is
decided to celebrate ‘the Vocational Week’ from 28 April to 4 May 2019,
including various programmes. Its details are sent herewith. Very lovingly I
remind you to make arrangement according to it at the parishes and at the
religious houses.

We should be able to pray for our children specially, to encourage the
children interested in the priest-religious life and to arrange children’s
confluence at the parishes and to make the media the modus operaendi to
encourage the vocation. I lovingly entrust the great responsibility of encouraging
vocation to all the faithful, Rev. Priests, Seminarians, Religious, Catechism
Teachers and Altar Ministers. I pray that God may lay His hands of mercy upon
us. All the members of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church should pray
with mental agony for the vocation, standing with our Lord who said, “ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest” (Mt.9:38). By that
way, let us hope that our Church will be enriched with the vocations of
Priesthood and Religious. I offer the blessing of Easter to everyone.

Sd/-
Samuel Mar Irenios
Chairman, Synodal commision for the vocation,
Co-adjuthor Bishop of Pathanamthitta Eparchy
16.04.2019
Catholicate entre
Pattom, Trivandrum
NB:- This Circular should be read on 28 April 2019, the Vocation Prayer Week, during
the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

The circular issued by
Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity,
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
in connection with the Laity Day 2019.

Reverend Fathers, Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Laity Day this year
on Sunday, 5" May. I abundantly wish all the lay faithful the prayerful greetings
of this day, which is remembered specially the call and mission of the Laity!

Each faithful is called to go to the whole world and proclaim the gospel to
the whole creations. The Laity day reminds us to undertake the gospel mission
with commitment given by the risen Lord and to be conscious about the mission.
The lay apostolate can be mainly carried out in two levels. This can be fulfilled
through the transmission of salvation made by Christ to the world and through
reclaiming the material sphere in the light of Christian values.

The apostolate of laity is to participate in the apostolate of the Holy Church.
At first it can be carried out by giving personal testimony to the faith through
their lives. But the apostolate mission of a laity is fulfilled, when he proclaims
the Lord publically than his personal testimony. In fact, make other faithful to
strengthen in their faith through the teaching of Catechism, to foster souls, to
participate in all the apostolic and missionary activities of the Church as possible,
to make efficient the physical growth of the Church, to proclaim the message
of Christ in the Church and at public society by our words and deeds, etc.

The basis of the lay apostolate is his personal growth in Christ. Only those
who abide in Christ and attached with the stem, the Christ, can bear the fruit
(cf. Jn. 15:4-5). He should foster Christ he met, as a personal relation and
conviction, beyond sentimental level. Creative participation in the liturgy,
fulfilling the status of his life in accordance with the will of God, devotion to
Mother Mary, contemplation of faith and Word etc. will help a person to confirm
in relation with Christ. Often it is seen that those who met Christ personally,
diminish their Christ experience only in the emotional level, without fostering
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it into deep personal relationship.

To proclaim the Christian faith to the world, beyond personal testimony, is
also the responsibility of the laity. It gives happy that today so many lay people
come forward to this field through Suvisheshasangam. The lay brothers faces
so many challenges in their faith proclamation. Challenges which are raised by
religious terrorism, obstruction in the field of communication, challenges in
the field of culture, economic variations, shortage of the availability of capable
missionaries, etc are the challenges to be mentioned.

Family is the most important area of lay apostolate. This area deserves
more attention in the background of changing society. To give faithfulness and
testimony to the Sacrament of Christian Marriage, to give birth and discipline
to the children, to ensure the cooperation and planning of the government for
the welfare of the family, etc are the things that can be carried out by the lay
apostolate. The apostolate activity is possible when the couples mutually witness
their faith and grow in the gift of grace and maintain the indivisibility and
holiness of marriage. The couples can maintain the indivisibility of the marriage
and to foster in grace though personal growth of faith, mutual help and fulfilling
the responsibilities faithfully.

Another side of the missionary area is that the laity can carry out in their
families is to give birth and discipline the children. The couples should recognize
that to give birth to children is the basis of the growth and subsistence of
humanity, more than their personal interest. Therefore, the couples should
understand that this is the will of the Creator and the manifestation of our
faith.

The next area of lay apostolate is to give necessary discipline to the children.
This discipline includes the education that ensures economic welfare and job
and training to become excellent faithful and citizen. This training must help
the children to recognize their status and greatness and to know that all are the
holders of that greatness without gender discrimination. The first step of this
training begins at the families. This discipline will be possible through the
mutual love of the parents and the faith, values and love they transmit to their
children. Today, the parents are facing much challenge in this mission. The
changing family situations especially, the nuclear family, the situation of either
mother or father engages in giving discipline, the social background changing
day by day, the possibilities and challenges provide to the new generation by
the new technologies, the intense interventions of social communication media
in teachings and practicing of values and the attempts of government to make
education in secular etc are the challenges that the parents face today. His
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Beatitude, the Catholicos, is going to conduct the Second Church Assembly on
8 and 9 October 2019 in order to think seriously the challenges that the family
faces and the mission of Christian families. Let us try to study deeply the topic
of the Assembly ‘Grace Filling Families’ and to sanctify and strengthen our
families accepting them in our practical lives.

The material sphere we live is an important area where the Christian mission
spirit is to be filled. Each laity is responsible to inflate the Christian values in
the thoughts, style of activity and legal systems of the society we live. For this,
mainly to do is to witness the Christian values by our personal life. That is, the
laity should perpetuate the Christian values in their work-field, life activities
and friendships. But, the perfect mission activities in this area should awaken
the laity to perform in the cultural stages and for social welfare beyond personal
witness. The activity in the cultural sector is possible only through thoughts
and writings. Hence, so many lay people who emphasize the Christian values
should come forward and perform in this sector.

Laity to participate in the creation of the society means to attempt to ensure
the goodness of the society. The goodness of society is ultimately the goodness
of human — the spiritual and physical goodness of a person. This may be called
the integral growth of man. The integral growth is the deliverance from all
dependence that denies the life suitable to the status of a man. These dependences
are of various kinds. Poverty, famine, lack of facility for cleaning, lack of proper
health service and treatment are example of this. It is the responsibility of each
country and government to enable man to get deliverance from all these.

The Laity Day is the common celebration of the lay people in the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church. This day will be celebrated suitably, jointly by all the
lay associations such as MCA, Matrusangam, Pithrusangam, Vincent de Paul
Society, Legion of Mary etc. At this time, I thankfully remember and value the
participation and co-operation of the laity movements for the growth of the
Church and for the development of the society. I thankfully remember the life
of witness, commitment and dedication of the lay brothers and sisters, through
the Suvishesha Sangam. In the background of the regions outside Kerala, the
sacrifice in the mission activity focusing the homes, undertakes by the lay
brothers, is unique. I remember with grateful all the consecrated, especially the
affectionate Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC of Bethany Ashram, who worked
hard for strengthening the faith and to co-ordination of the lay people. Thankful
blessing and wishes to Bethany Congregation for their Centenary celebrations!
The lay people, who are filled with missionary zeal, are the bright witness of
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the Holy Church, notwithstanding the limitations and difficulties the in their
abroad life. The Church remembers with indebtedness the brothers who reserve
a large share of their perseverance even in their difficult abroad life, for the
compassionate activities of the Holy Church.

We are utilizing the offering of the Holy Qurbano on the laity day for the
lay ministries in the Church. I exhort all to be blessed by giving offering
generously on that day. As per the particular canon 601 of our Church, the
offering should be collected and sent by the Rev. Vicars to the procurators of
each Archieparchy, Eparchy, Exarchate and the procurators should utilize half
of that amount for the laity ministries in the eparchial level and other half
should be sent to the financial office of the Church at the Catholicate Centre.

Let St. Joseph, the Heavenly Patron of Laity Movement be our intercessor
and support ever.

Let the risen Lord felicitate and bless all the ministries of the laity.

sd/-
¥ Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
& Bishop of the Eparchy Mavelikara
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
Laity Day 2019

NB.: This circular shall be read on the 5" of May, the Laity Day, during the Mass in all
the Churches and the Mission Centers.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday School Day 2019

Message from the Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius,
the Chairman of Commission for Faith Formation

Greetings to all in the name of Triune God!

We are celebrating Faith Formation Day one more exhorting us to deepen
more in the faith which is the gift of God and to share it with zeal. Jesus Christ
is the source of faith. “Faith, we received from God as a supernatural gift,
becomes a light for our way, guiding our journey through time” (Pope Francis,
Lumen Fidei). It makes clear that faith guides us as light in our journey of life.
The faith is a gift of God that should be strengthened and nourished daily.

Faith is our dedication to God. Our dedication becomes meaningful when
we live knowing and loving God. Our Catechism field is an important platform
to know and love God. The persons and families who know God becomes the
channels of grace in the Church. If our homes want to be changed as ‘Grace
Filling Families’, each family member who must lead a life deepened in the
faith. Family is the first stage of the transmission of faith. The Faith Formation
stage should make the faith, which is transmitted to the children from the family,
be firmly rooted. The parents, who are the first teachers, and the Catechism
Teachers, who are the second teachers, should be enthusiastic and very much
vigilant in transmitting this faith. Because the time has progressed very much
today. Today’s generation would like to live in the charming circle of new
media, slave of drugs, epicure of luxurious life, and in the anarchy of sexuality.
Thus, today’s generation is under a tendency to slip to a culture of death by
moving away from the culture of life. It should be remembered that we have to
introduce God and the love of God among a culture that try to achieve all
things in a shortcut way and try to win in any way without knowing how to live
and not having the sense of aim. ““Your children will be like olive shoots around
your table” (Ps 128.3). We are liable to foster our children to do good to the
family, society, Church and nation.
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In the field of faith formation, the Catechism Teachers are one who must
transmit God. We have to make changes in the method of teaching. A teaching
aid is going to publish this year for the Catechism Teachers, under the leadership
of the Synodal Commission. It is hoped that this will be helpful to make changes
in the field of teaching and also to make teaching attractive. Using this, all may
try to achieve a new sense of direction for teaching. The teachers should always
remember that they are the tools to transmit faith to the coming generation by
strengthening and fostering the faith, daily. Let God strengthen you in this
ministry.

Dear little children, I pray that God may bless you to grow in the love and
mercy of God and in the gratification of man. I wish you to become the owner
of noble virtuous life, remembering the words of Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the
Servant of God, “the noble virtuous life is more important than the virtuous
deed.”

I wish you all the greetings of the Sunday School Day.

Sd/-
* Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman of Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
& Bishop of Parassala
27.07.2019
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B. This circular must be read during Holy Qurbano on 4 August 2019, the Sunday
School Day at all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

YOUTH DAY 2019

Message from Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos,
the Chairman of Commission for Youth

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Dear Young Friends in Jesus Christ

Every year, the Malankara Catholic Church celebrates the Youth Day on
the Sunday after the feast of St. Francis Assisi. This year it falls on October 6.
The day is to be celebrated in each parish with Holy Eucharist and other spiritual
activities. I impart all the blessings of the Youth Day to all our MCYM members
and call upon all others to pray for our young people on this special day. I
invite all young friends to read the Apostolic Exhortation, Christus vivit, a
letter to young people by Pope Francis following the 2018 Synod on Youth.

The First Church Assembly and Beyond

This year we celebrate the youth day in the backdrop of the Second Church
Assembly to be held from October 8-10, 2019. In the First Church Assembly
held in 2011, our Church focused on its evangelizing mission. In the providence
of God and empowered by the constant intercession of Mar Ivanios, after the
very First Assembly, our Church was blessed with the erection of the Eparchy
of Gurgaon and the Exarchate of Khadki-Pune with an express permission for
engaging in evangelizing mission anywhere in India. The Church takes
legitimate pride in seeing the young missionaries and catechists take up the
responsibility of “proclaiming the Gospel” (Mk 16:15) and “make disciples”
(Mtt 28:19) in all corners of this great country. The founding of Suvishesha
Sangham was a great milestone in the life of our Church in recent years. Today,
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many Malankarites are coming forward personally to live a spirituality based
the Word of God and on the traditions of our Church, and to engage in missionary
works.

It is common knowledge that family in this post-modern world has been
going through a period of unusually fast changes for quite some time. Impact
of the ideological and cultural colonization along with rampant individualism
has upset family life to a great extent. The steep rise in the number of
dysfunctional families and divorces is a serious concern that needs to be
addressed. It is in this context that the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church decided to choose the theme of family for the second
Assembly, which will be held from 8 - 10 October 2019. A Lineamenta entitled
“Grace Filling Families,” is published inviting all the Syro Malankara Catholic
families to discuss the theme of marriage and family life in the light of our
faith.

From Ordinary Families to Grace Filling Families

The wellbeing of the Church as well as society depends to a large extent
on the wellbeing of families. In our present crisis, it is important to rediscover
the biblical vision of marriage and family. As St. John Paul II remarked, “God
in His deepest mystery is a family.” The triune God is a communion of love,
and the earthly family is its living reflection. God has created us to take part in
His divine life, as the sons and daughters of God the Father, and as the bride of
Christ.

We also need to remember that family is ‘the Church in miniature.” Family
- through the Baptism of its members - participates in the very life and mission
of the Church, and it is a concrete expression of the Church. Therefore, the
Second Vatican Council called family the domestic Church. It is because of
Baptism into Christ that the Holy Spirit is indwelling in the hearts of all the
believers, analogous to the presence of God in the Temple (I Cor. 3:16). Family,
whose members are baptized into Christ, becomes a privileged place where
the Holy Spirit is especially active bringing about the salvation and sanctification
of its members (1 Cor. 7:10ff). God pours out his love into the heart of every
Christian through the Holy Spirit.” This indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the
believers is called ‘grace’ (Jn. 14:15-17). Couples receive grace through the
Sacrament of Matrimony. Mutual self-giving in the Sacrament of Matrimony
and Christ’s grace that works within couples alone can sustain this union. It is
grace that enables them to grow in holiness and rear their children in the path
of holiness. In short, every family is called to become a ‘Grace-filling Family’.
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On Youth Day
Heed to the Musings of Holy Spirit.

Today, our society is greatly influenced by the philosophy of relativism,
according to which there are no objective truths, but only subjective truths.
What is good or evil is determined by an individual, not by any objective
standard. The upsetting effects of a culture of relativism are evident, as many
are hesitating to enter into life-long commitment of marriage and family. Many
fail to understand marriage as God’s loving plan. Pre-marital and extra-marital
affairs, same-sex unions, live-in relationship and one-night stands seem to have
become more acceptable especially in secularized societies. Problems of
addiction to internet, pornography, use of alcohol and drugs, etc. have ruined
the peace of both family and society. As Christians, we need to remember that
truth is objective, because it comes from God. Jesus said, “I am the Truth” (Jn
14:6).

All we need to do is to heed to the voice of the Holy Spirit. This requires
reading the Word of God daily and meditating upon it. The Word of God is
lamp unto our path (Ps 119:105). It is efficacious and life giving (Jn 6:63). We
need to trust in the transforming power of the Word of God. Moses, Jeremiah,
Paul, Peter and many such pillars of faith that we encounter in the Bible were
transformed after they received the Word of God. They all were weak and
fragile, but the Word of God transformed them to become ambassadors of
God’s Word to many people and nations. In order to experience the
transformative power of the Word of God in our lives, I urge all MCYM
members to do the following things:

i. Let us hear and read the Word of God. St. Paul reminds us that faith is
born of hearing (Rom 10:17-18). By listening to the musings of the Holy Spirit
who speaks gently in our hearts, we shall discern our true vocation;

ii. Let our participation in the Holy Qurbono be active. In the Holy Qurbono,
the Word of God is not only heard but also experienced in symbols, signs and
rituals;

iii. As we believe in the transformative power of the Word of God, let us
also practice the demands of the Word of God in our own life. St. James exhorts
us to “be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves”
(Jas 1:22). Pope Francis looks to the young people with much hope and
enthusiasm and urges them to become the “protagonists of change.” Before we
attempt at bringing about a change in the world, we need to first change from
within ourselves. We should allow Christ to bring change in our attitudes,
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thoughts and convictions. Only an evangelized Christian can evangelize others
and can hope to become a protagonist of change.

In summing up, I would like to highlight two things that Pope Francis asks
of the young Christians in his Apostolic Exhortation Christus vivit. The Holy
Father exhorts us to become the “courageous missionaries” and the “protagonists
of change.” St. Francis of Assisi, the patron of MCYM said, “Preach the Gospel
all the time, and use words only if necessary.” Likewise the Pope stresses that
the Gospel “is first preached with witness and then with the word slowly.” The
Church today as ever needs the credible witness of the young Christians. To be
a courageous missionary means to give oneself totally in the hands of Jesus
Christ, our best friend.

Let me also draw your attention to the Holy Father’s declaration of the
month of October this year as an Extraordinary Missionary Month to celebrate
the 100™ anniversary of Pope Benedict XV’s Maximum illud, an Apostolic
Letter which set the priorities and principles for catholic mission work in modern
times. For the Extraordinary Missionary Month, Pope Francis has chosen the
theme ‘Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on a Mission in the World.’ I
remind all the MCYM members that by the very fact of having received the
Baptism, we are sent out with a mission: to be courageous missionaries of the
love of Christ.

The Church level Youth day program will be held in the Diocese of Puthoor
on 6" October. I wish to remind you that the offering of this day shall be remitted
to the Eparchial Finance Office. Half of the offering is to be utilized for the
youth ministry in the eparchy. I remind the Eparchial Finance Officer to send
the other half to the Major Archiepiscopal Curia to be utilized for the activities
of the youth ministry at the ecclesial level.

God bless you all !
Sd/-

& Bishop Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Youth,
Bishop of the Eparchy of Marthandom

20.09.2019
Catholicate Centre, Pattom

N.B :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono on 7 October, Sunday.
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