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Editorial

Ninetieth Year of
the Establishment of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Hierarchy
and the Demise of Most. Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas

The year 2021 was badly affected by the Covid pandemic which was started
at the end of 2019. All kinds of religious and ecclesial activities were restricted
due to this pandemic. The major events in the year 2021 were the inauguration
of the ninetieth celebration of the establishment of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Hierarchy, and the demise of Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas.

1. Hierarchy
1.1. The Meaning of the Word ‘Hierarchy’

The word hierarchy comes from the Greek words ‘hieros’, meaning
“sacred,” and ‘archos’, meaning “ruler.” The word hierarchy is, in fact, related
to a number of governmental words in English, such as ‘monarchy’, ‘anarchy’,
and ‘oligarchy’, although it itself is now very rarely used in relation to
government.

Christ himself is the source of ministry in the Church (Cf. Matt 28:18-20;
John 20:21-23). He instituted the Church. He gave her authority and mission,
orientation and goal: In order to shepherd the People of God and to increase its
numbers without cease, Christ the Lord set up in his Church a variety of offices
which aim at the good of the whole body. The holders of office, who are invested
with a sacred power, are, in fact, dedicated to promoting the interests of their

brethren, so that all who belong to the People of God may attain salvation
(CCC 874).

From the beginning of His ministry, the Lord Jesus instituted the Twelve
as “the seeds of the new Israel and the beginning of the sacred hierarchy.”
Chosen together, they were also sent out together, and their fraternal unity
would be at the service of the fraternal communion of all the faithful: they
would reflect and witness to the communion of the divine persons. For this
reason, every bishop exercises his ministry from within the episcopal college,
in communion with the bishop of Rome, the successor of St. Peter and head of
the college. So also, priests exercise their ministry from within the presbyterium
of the eparchy, under the direction of their bishop. (CCC. 877)
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Editorial

The word ‘hierarchy’ has been used to denote the totality of ruling powers
in the Church, ever since the time of the Pseudo-Dionysius Areopagite (sixth
century), who consecrated the expression in his works, “The Celestial
Hierarchy” and “The Ecclesiastical Hierarchy” (P.G., III, 119 and 370).
According to Dionysius Areopagite and his two commentators, Pachymeres
(P.G, III, 129) and Maximus (P.G., IV, 30), the word connotes “the care and
control of holy or sacred things, the sacerprincipatus.” The ‘Hierarcha’, it is
here explained, is he who has actual care of these things; who, indeed, both
obeys and commands, but does not obey those he commands. There is,
consequently, a necessary gradation among hierarchs; and this gradation, which
exists even among the angels, i.e. in the heavenly hierarchy (on which the
ecclesiastical hierarchy is modelled), must a fortiori be found in a human
assembly subject to sin, and in which this gradation works for peace and
harmony (S. Gregorii Reg. Epist., V, 54, in P.L., LXXVII, 786; “Decreta
Dionysiipap®”, in the Hinschius ed. of the Pseudo-Isidorean Decretals, 195-
6, Berlin, 1863; “Decretum” of Gratian (Pseudo-Boniface), pt. I, D. 89, c. vii).
The hierarchy, therefore, connotes the totality of powers established in the
Church for the guiding of man to his eternal salvation, but divided into various
orders or grades, in which the inferior is subject to and yield obedience to the
higher ones.

1.2. Hierarchy of Order and Hierarchy of Jurisdiction

It is customary to distinguish a twofold hierarchy in the Church, that of
order and that of jurisdiction, corresponding to the twofold means of
sanctification, grace, which comes to us principally through the sacraments,
and good works, which are the fruit of grace. The hierarchy of order exercises
its power over the Real Body of Christ in the Eucharist; that of jurisdiction
over His Mystical Body, the Church (Catech. Conc. Trid., pt. II, c. vii, n. 6).
Christ did not give to all the faithful power to administer His sacraments. This
was reserved to those who, having received the sacrament of order, belong to
the hierarchy of order. He entrusted the guidance of the faithful along the paths
of duty and in the practice of good works to a religious authority, and for this
purpose He established a hierarchy of jurisdiction. Moreover, He established
His Church as a visible, external, and perfect society; hence He conferred on
its hierarchy the right to legislate for the good of that society. For this double
purpose, the sanctification of souls and the good or welfare of religious society,
the hierarchy of jurisdiction is endowed with the following rights: the right to
frame and sanction laws which it considers useful or necessary, i.e. legislative
power; the right to judge how the faithful observe these laws i.e. judicial power;
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Ninetieth Year of Establishment of Hierarchy...

the right to enforce obedience, and to punish disobedience to its laws i.e. coercive
power; the right to make all due provision for the proper celebration of worship,
1.e. administrative power.

Furthermore, with the power of jurisdiction there should be connected the
right to exercise the power of order. The acts of the power of order are, it is
true, always valid. However, in a well-ordered society like the Church, the
right to exercise the power of order could never be a mere matter of choice.
For its legitimate exercise the Church requires either jurisdiction, or at least
permission, even of a general character.

Ordinarily, also, the teaching power (magisterium) is connected with the
power of jurisdiction. It is possible, of course, to distinguish in the Church a
threefold power: the potestasmagisterii, or the right to teach in matters of faith
and morals; the potestasministerii, or the right to administer the sacraments,
and the potestasregiminis, or the power of jurisdiction. Christ, however, did
not establish a special hierarchy for the “potestasmagisterii”, nor does the
teaching power pertain to the power of order, as some have maintained, but
rather to the power of jurisdiction.

1.3. Hierarchy of order

The Council of Trent has defined the Divine institution of the first three
grades of the hierarchy of order, i.e., the episcopate, priesthood, and diaconate
(Sess. XXIII, De sacramentoordinis, cap. iv, can. vi). The other orders, i.e.,
minor orders those of Subdeacon, Koruyo, Msamarono (Latin: Acolyte, Lector
etc.) are of ecclesiastical institution.

1.4. Hierarchy of jurisdiction

In the hierarchy of jurisdiction the episcopate and the papacy are of Divine
origin; all the other grades are of ecclesiastical institution. According to the
Vatican Council the Bishop of Rome, as successor of St. Peter, has been
established by Christ as the visible head of the whole Church militant, and
possesses a real primacy of jurisdiction, in virtue of which he has supreme
power of jurisdiction over the universal Church in matters of faith, morals,
discipline, and the government of the Church. This power is ordinary and
immediate over all the Churches, and over each one in particular, over all the
pastors and faithful, collectively and individually (Const. de Eccl. Christi, cap.
i-3). The government of the Church is strictly monarchical. The bishops are
the successors of the Apostles, but do not inherit their personal prerogatives,
such as universal jurisdiction and infallibility (Conc. Trid., Sess. XXIII, De
sacramentoordinis, cap. iv).



Editorial

In the Eastern Catholic Churches, the hierarchy in general resembles that
of the West; the variations are few, and may be briefly stated as follows. The
Holy See exercises its authority over Churches of the Eastern Rite through
“Congregation for the Oriental Churches”, charged exclusively with questions
concerning the Eastern Churches; the Holy See acts also through Apostolic
delegates. Among the twenty three Eastern Catholic Churches, the Churches
having the synod of bishops exercise the highest level of autonomy in
governance.

1.5. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Hierarchy

The historic event of Reunion of the Malankara Church with the Catholic
Church was realized on 20" September 1930 under the great leadership of
Most Rev. Arch bishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios. His Holiness Pope Pius XI
made an interim canonical Provision for the administration of the reunited
faithful through the Papal Document Magnum Nobis dated 11 February 1932.
As the Reunion Movement gained momentum, Pope Pius XI through the
Apostolic Constitution Christo Pastorum Principi of 11 June 1932, established
the Syro Malankara Catholic Hierarchy for the reunited community and erected
the Archieparchy of Trivandrum with the Eparchy of Tiruvalla as its suffragan.
Thus, the Malankara Church re-entered into the hierarchical communion with
the Catholic Church. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Hierarchy came into
existence with the inauguration of the Metropolitan Eparchy of Trivandrum on
11 May 1933 and His Grace Mar Ivanios was enthroned as its first Metropolitan-
Archbishop at St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, Palayam. The Eparchy of Tiruvalla
was inaugurated on 6 November 1933 and His Excellency Jacob Mar Theophilos
was enthroned as its first Bishop.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church celebrated the ninetieth year
(Navathi) of the establishment of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Hierarchy and
the ninetieth year of the inauguration of the Metropolitan Eparchy of Trivandrum
and the Eparchy of Tiruvalla on 11 June 2021 at the Queen of Peace Basilica,
Palayam Trivandrum and Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos, the Father and the Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church inaugurated the ninetieth year celebration. During the inauguration
His Beatitude said that the Reunion Movement under the leadership of Mar
Ivanios was a great historical event in the Universal Church in Twentieth
Century. His Beatitude mentioned that the growth of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church which was established on
10 February 2005 confirmed the integral growth. He added that the ninetieth
year of the establishment of the hierarchy will be the year of thanksgiving and
rededication of our commitment as a Sui Iuris Church in the Universal Church.
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Ninetieth Year of Establishment of Hierarchy...

Present Hierarchy in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Head and Father : His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia : Most. Rev. Dr. Antony Mar Silvanos
Trivandrum Major Archieparchy : Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Catholicos
Most Rev. Dr. Mathews Mar Polycarpos
(Auxiliary Bishop)
Eparchy of Marthandam Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos
Eparchy of Mavelikara Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta Most Rev. Dr. Samuel Mar Irenios
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
(Bishop Emeritus)
Eparchy of Parassala Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Eparchy of Bathery Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Thomas
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar Thedosius
Most Rev. Dr. Abraham Mar Julios
(Bishop Emeritus)
Eparchy of Puttur Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Makarios
Eparchy of USA-Canada Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Stephanos
Eparchy of Gurgaon Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios
Eparchy of Khadki-Pune Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios

(Apostolic Administrator)
2. Demise of Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas

Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas, the first Eparchial Bishop of St. John
Chrysostom, Gurgaon, Delhi surrendered his noble soul to the divine hands of
the Lord Almighty on 26™ August 2021. His Excellency Jacob Mar Barnabas,
known as Monachan and in School Chakochan was a first born gift to
Geevarghese - Rachel couple of devout Aerath Family at Karikula, Rani in
Pathanamthitta District. After his high school studies he joined Bethany Ashram
to become a religious priest on 16" August 1975. He was ordained priest on 2™
October 1986 by His Grace Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios. He went to
Rome for higher studies and secured doctorate in Moral theology from Academia
Alfonsiana, Rome in 1994. As a scholarly priest he was a professor in various
seminaries including JDV Pune and he was a rector in Bethany Seminary Pune.
He was elected as the first Provincial Superior of Bethany Navajyothi Province
in 2000. He was appointed as Apostolic Visitator by Pope Benedict XVI on
February 2007 and who was consecrated as Bishop by His Beatitude Moran
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Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos on 10" March 2007. The holy Episcopal
Synod of the Syro- Malankara Catholic Church entrusted him the ecclesial co-
ordination of ETRI. His Holiness Pope Francis established the new Eparchy of
St. John Chrysostom of Gurgaon and appointed Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar
Barnabas OIC as its first Bishop on 26" March 2015. The inauguration of the
Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom of Gurgaon and the installation of His
Excellency Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas as the first bishop of Gurgaon was
officiated by Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Major Archbishop-
Catholicos at St. Mary’s Cathedral Nebsarai in New Delhi on 1** May 2015.
During his Spirit filled service in the Eparchy of Gurgaon he was hospitalized
on 16™ April at Holy Family Hospital in New Delhi due to Covid-19 and he
was shifted to Fortis Hospital in Gurugram on 10" July 2021 for better treatment.
While the treatment was going on there, his medical condition became more
serious and critical and he went his heavenly abode at 12.50 pm on Thursday,
the 26™ of August 2021. His funeral service was conducted on 28" August
2021 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Nebsarai, New Delhi and his mortal remains
were entombed in a specially prepared grave inside the St. Mart’s Cathedral.
The first eight years of his Episcopal Ministry as an Apostolic Visitator in
ETRI and his 7 years of Ministry as the Eparchial Bishop of Gurgaon, Delhi,
were filled with the love of God and with human compassion.

Lover of Mar Ivanios: He was a Bethany Sanyasi to the core. He had great
devotion to Mar Ivanios, Servant of God. He encouraged the cause of
canonization of Mar Ivanios. He organized the Padayathra from ETRI to the
tomb of Mar Ivanios every year. This awakened the life of the faithful in every
aspect of their ecclesial life.

Zealous missionary: Even though there was jurisdictional limitation before
2015, he started mission work in Orissa unofficially. When he received the
jurisdictional authority in 2015 he started mission work in many states in North
India. Many mission parishes were established in Orissa, Chathisgatt, North
East Regions, Punjab, Rajasthan, Bengal, Utterpradesh , Bihar, etc. the Sryo-
Malankara liturgy was introduced to every place. His heart was burning with
the zeal of a missionary in his Episcopal ministry and he took all the struggles,
pains, challenges, and burdens to expand the Kingdom of God.

Friend of the poor and the needy: He started Prachodana the social service
society to help the poor. He launched many projects to help the poor, needy,
hungry, abandoned, uneducated children, etc. The projects like Food for Hungry,
the home for the underprivileged in the streets, cloth distribution, Medical
assistance, Send a Child to school, accompany a Family, Community
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development etc. At the time of Covid-19 pandemic, He helped many people
in Delhi and other places who need food, medication and etc. His heart was
filled with love of the poor.

Moral Theologian by specialization: After his doctoral studies in Rome as a
moral theologian he taught in The Bethany Vedavijnapeeth, the Jnana Deepa
Vidyapeeth, St Mary’ Malankara Seminary and other various seminaries. His
contribution to the empowerment of women in India is also noteworthy. He
was also the chairman of the CBCI Commission for Women.

Able administrator: During his ministry as Apostolic Visitator and an Eparchial
Bishop of Gurgaon he proved his administrative skill in various ways.

Chairman and the spiritual source of Suvisesha Sangam: He was the
Chairman of Suvisesha Sangam from 2012 to 2021. He imparted spiritual fire
and the missionary fire to the members of Suvisesha sangam in these years.
During his class he wept many times with the passion of a missionary. He took
physical and financial burden to come to Trivandrum from Delhi for each
formation of the Suvisesha Sangam.

He was a true Pastor, the faithful follower of the eternal shepherd to all
who had been under his care irrespective of any differences in their colour,
culture and belief. He was a shepherd who knew the sheep and he gave his life
to his sheep. His examples, his spiritual and the missionary fire, his love for
the poor and his holy life will remain with us. May he intercede for us before
the throne of the holy Trinity and, through his prayers, may we all one day
attain the joys of eternal life.

We joyfully present this issue of MALANKARA with the editorial related to
ninetieth celebration (Navathi) of the Malankara Catholic Hierarchy and this
issue pays tribute to the good memories of Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas. It
includes the acts of the Twenty Fifth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod and the
acts of the Extra Ordinary Synod.

- Editor
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY FIFTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF
THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 22 to 25 FEBRUARY 2021

Praise be to the Holy Name of God!
Dear venerable Brother Bishops,

I cordially welcome my venerable brothers to the 25" Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church. We begin this Synod in the context of the Covid-19, a world
wide pandemic. Our Lord is always merciful to our Church. In spite of this
drastic situation the Holy Spirit brings us together for this Holy Synod.

We are gathered together in this Synod Hall at a most challenging time in
the history of the world. In fact, the faith is challenged by the pandemic situation.
People ask, “Do we need God?” They say in loud and in silence that nothing
happens even if they do not go to the Church for one year! There is a danger of
religious indifferentism among our people. At the same time the words of
Psalmist console us. “Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love
surrounds those who trust in the LORD”’ (Ps 32:10). There is no one faithful as
God. In fact, this pandemic put our God experience into test. We have to have
some experience as the Psalmist. Since God is faithful, let us take refuge in
Him. Let us go forward with hope.

As we are responsible leaders, let us not be carriers of the disease. Therefore,
let us be cautious and careful. It is also our responsibility to pray ardently for
the entire world when people are in a heart-breaking situation.

I pay my homage to our dear Malpan Geevarghese Chediyath who was
called to eternal rest on 21 February 2021 due to Covid-19 pandemic. I recall
his contributions to the Church as an expert in patristic theology. He translated
110 books of the Fathers of the Church. He was a theologian of national and
international fame. He was very active on the Pro-Oriente Ecumenical forum.
He was a blessing to our Church as a theologian. His call to eternity was sudden.
We submit ourself to God’s will. On behalf of the HES, I extend our prayerful
condolences to Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and the Eparchy of
Pathanamthitta and member of Chediath family.

Iinvoke the assistance of the Holy Spirit to our deliberations and confide
the HES-in-session to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I declare
this Synod open.

May the Almighty bless us all abundantly!
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Twenty Fifth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(22-25 February 2021)

REPORT
1. PRELIMINARY PART:

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the Father
and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, convoked the 25" Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod of the SyroMalankara Catholic Church at St. John Paul
IT Synod Hall at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. The Synod Fathers
gathered in the Synod Hall on 22 February 2021 at 6.00 pm.

The HES began with a prayer. The members present at the Synod were:
HB Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod),
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas
OIC, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom (Emeritus), and Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios
(Emeritus).

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Bishop of Muvattupuzha and
the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia was
absent due to health issues. The Holy Episcopal Synod accepted his absence as
legitimate.

His Beatitude the Catholicos, the president of the Synod designated Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC to record the minutes in the absence of
Yoohanon Mar Theodosius.

His Beatitude cordially welcomed the Fathers of the Synod. He said, “We
begin this HES in the context of the Covid pandemic. In spite of this situation,
as the Lord is merciful to us, we begin this Holy Synod.” He invoked the
assistance of Holy Spirit on the entire sessions of the Synod. HB reminded the
HES that it is gathered together at a challenging time in the history of the
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world. The faith is challenged by the pandemic situation. People ask, “Do we
need God?” Nothing happens even if they do not go to the Church for one
year! HB quoted Ps 32:10 — “Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast
love surrounds those who trust in the LORD.” Then HB said, “There is no one
faithful as God... We have to have some experience as the Psalmist. Since
God is faithful, let us take refuge in Him. We go forward with hope.” By
invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and confiding the HES-in-session to
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared the Synod
open.

His Beatitude further reminded the Synod Fathers, “Let us not be carriers
of the disease. Therefore, let us be cautious and careful. His Beatitude also
paid homage to Malpan Geevarghese Chediyath who was called to eternal rest
on 21 February 2021 due to Covid-19 pandemic. HB recalled that his
contribution to the Church as an expert in patristic theology was great. He
translated 110 books of the fathers. He was a theologian of national and
international fame. He was very active on the Pro-Oriente Ecumenical forum.
He was a blessing to our Church as a theologian. His call to eternity was sudden.
We submit to God’s will.

The HES conveyed condolences to the Chediyath family and the Eparchy
of Pathanamthitta on the demise of the Malpanachan. Everybody observed
silence for a moment in prayer for the departed soul.

2. THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

Inaugural Address & Welcome: His Beatitude

Presentation of Reports

Evaluation on the Reports

Submission of Catholicos Day Offerings

Reunion Centenary (10 Year Planning)

Ecclesial Assembly Text — Final Draft — Discussion

Year of St. Joseph — celebration

Covid-19 Pandemic — concerns of the Church

Subsecreto Items

0. Membership of H.E. Geevarghese Mar Aprem (Auxiliary Bishop of
Kottayam) in the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church.

11. Nadar Reservation (OBC)

12. Meeting with Superior Generals (3) — (10-15 Minutes sharing) “Religious

Life : Major concerns and future plans”

p—
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14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

28
29
30

y Episcopal Synod

. Meeting with Religious Superior Generals and Provincials (General
Discussion and Evaluation on Faith formation — Rev. Dr. Prabheesh
George presents the topic (20 minutes)
Evaluation of the Major Seminary Academic year
Meeting with the Seminarians
Meeting with the Seminary Staff

Discussion — Seminary formation

Christian Minority Commission — formation of Diocesan Committees
(SMCC)
Briefing of Eparchies including present financial status (10 minutes each)
one page presentation.

The administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia (Accounts).
Appointment of Finance Officer of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Appointment of new team of Sisters in the Catholicate Centre

New Secretaries to Synodal Commissions

New Regents for the Catholicate Centre.

Planning of common celebrations (15 July - Mar Ivanios Day, 20
September - Sabhasangamam at Marthandom)

General Evaluation on Synodal Commissions

Transfer and Appointment (Ecclesiastical)
. State Assembly Elections (Kerala and Tamil Nadu)
. Any other subjects with the approval of the President
. Concluding Address of His Beatitude.

The HES analyzed the agenda. Due to the pandemic, it was observed that
we have to postpone certain meetings on the agenda. It shall only deal with
those sessions which need the physical presence of the members. The rest can

be di

scussed on an online platform. Further, it was pointed out that the members

of the HES have to join the funeral service of Malpan Geevarghese Chediyath.
Hence all agreed that the HES shall conclude on Wednesday evening.

Catholicos Day Contribution 2020, 2021

No

Date Name Amount
in 2020 Amount

02-03-21 Diocese of USA & Canada $12,000 $12,000
(Rs.886974/-) (Rs. 856584/-)

05-03-21  Archieparchy of Tiruvalla 700,000/- 400,000/-
05-03-21 Eparchy of Marthandam 300,000 100,000/-
05-03-21 Eparchy of Pune 200,000/- 100,000/-
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10.

11.

12.

05-03-21
05-03-21
05-03-21
05-03-21
05-03-21
05-03-21
05-03-21
26-03-21

Eparchy of Puttur

Eparchy of Gurgaon- Delhi
Eparchy of Parassala
Eparchy of Bathery

Eparchy of Mavelikara
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta
Major Arch Diocese of TVM

Report

155,000/- 100,000/-
200,000/- 100,000/-
100,000/- 50,000/-
500,000/- 500,000/-
355,000/- 355,000/-
200,000/- 75,000/-
400,000/- 400,000
10,00,000/-  10,00,000

SUBMISSION OF THE CATHOLICOS DAY OFFERINGS
The fathers presented the Offerings to HB:

1.

NN R W

9.

10.
I1.
12.

Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum-Rs. 10,00,000/-
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - Rs. 400,000/-
Eparchy of Bathery - Rs. 500,000/-
Eparchy of Marthandom - Rs. 100,000/-
Eparchy of Mavelikara - Rs. 355,000/-
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - Rs. 75,000/-
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta - Rs. 400,000
Eparchy of Puttur - Rs. 100,000/-
Eparchy of Gurgaon - Rs. 100,000/-
Eparchy of USA & Canada - $12,000.00
Eparchy of Parassala - Rs. 50,000/-
Eparchy of St. Ephrem - Rs. 100,000/-

REPORT OF THE 24th HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD

The print out of the report of the 24™ HES held at the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia, Pattom from March 2 to 5, 2020 was available to the Synod Fathers. To
save time, the members were asked to read personally the report and the
observation could be presented in the Synod the next day.

Year of St. Joseph — celebration

The following suggestions were aired by the members:

1. Each Eparchy can chalk out its own programs to observe the year of St
Joseph.

2.

A few churches which have St Joseph as their Patron in an Eparchy can be
declared as pilgrim churches and other parishes can make pilgrimage to
those churches.

The Feast of St Joseph on 19 March can be celebrated solemnly in the
parishes.
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4. Retreats on the life of St Joseph can be arranged.

5. Pithrusangham can be revived under the patronage of St Joseph without
weakening the MCA. ‘Fatherhood’ is a vocation. This can be highlighted.

6. Fr. Daniel Poovannnathil can conduct conventions on the life and example
of St Joseph.

7. This year can be observed in conjunction with the theme, Kripanirayunna
kudumbangal, the theme of the last Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.
8. The life and message of St Joseph shall be highlighted; the observations shall

foster the values for which St Joseph lived; the observation of the year shall
not be reduced merely to the honoring of ‘fathers.’

As a conclusion to the discussion, it was decided that the Eparchies can
plan their observations as discussed above. Every trend to ‘commercialize’ the
celebration shall be avoided. Integrate the celebration with the theme,
Kripanirayunna kudumbangal. A common circular will be given on 19 March,
the Feast of St Joseph and the Eparchies can plan their programmes accordingly.
A briefing of the Eparchial celebrations / observances shall be made at the end
of the year.

In this context, the Synod pondered over, how to revive the Pithrusangham
without weakening the activities of the MCA and Mathrusangham.

Membership of H.E. Geevarghese Mar Aprem (Auxiliary Bishop of Kottayam)
in the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Various observations were brought up for the consideration of the HES.

1. It was pointed out that the decision of the Syro-Malabar Synod was to invite
him to that Synod which dealt with the pastoral concerns of the Diocese of
Kottayam.

2. The Holy See seems to think that as he is subject to the Archbishop of
Kottayam, he belongs to that Hierarchy.

3. He need not participate in the decision making process of our Synod.
4. He needs to be integrated into our Synod only on matters of liturgy.

5. His hierarchical and ecclesiastical communions have to be defined before
he is integrated in any Synod.

6. How can we call him a Malankarite without being a member of our Church?

7. Can we implement the decisions of our Synod in the Archdiocese of
Kottayam?

After the deliberations, the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Syrian
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Catholic Church decided: The Bishop Geevarghese Mar Aprem is subject to
the Archbishop of Kottayam. We need to invite him to our Synod only on
matters pertaining to the liturgy. The Synod has the opinion that he be placed
directly under the Holy See.

Request from Rev. Fr. Anto Edakalathoor

Rev. Fr Anto Edakalathoor is now appointed the Director of Mar Ivanios
Retreat Centre Nambiarkunnu, formerly Dhyana Ashramam. The request of
Fr. Anto was discussed in the context of the claims for the property of Dhyana
Ashram by some of the Relatives of late Rev. Fr. Sylvester Kozhimannil.

The Synod came to a consensus that the first death anniversary of Rev. Fr.
Sylvester be observed with due participation of all. The issues can be sorted
out reaching an understanding with all concerned.

Christian Minority Commission — Formation of Eparchial Committees
(SMCCO)

Recently the Government of Kerala has constituted a commission to study
the status of the Christian Community in Kerala. A survey is to be conducted
for the same. The survey by the Government according to their questionnaire
and a survey for our own use can be combined and conducted by our teachers.
This could enable us to get a comprehensive vision of our community. It has to
be an objective study. The suggestion was accepted. Most Rev. Joseph Mar
Thomas shall coordinate the survey in Kerala while Most Rev. Jacob Mar
Barnabas would coordinate the survey outside Kerala.

Synodal Commissions

Since the terms of office of the Chairmen and Secretaries of the various
Synodal Commissions have been completed, the Synod considered the renewal
of the Commission with new appointments where necessary.

Appointment of Secretaries:

Liturgy: Rev. Fr Isaac Parappally (continues)

Theology: Very Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil to be replaced by Rev. Fr Jolly Karimpil
Evangelization: Rev. Sr. Namita SIC (continues)

Bible: Rev. Fr. Poovathumtharayil (continues)

Ecumenism & Dialogue: Rev. Fr. Cherian Thazhamon to be replaced by
Rev. Fr. George Thekkadayil

Clergy: Rev. Fr. Sunny Mathew Kavuvila to be replaced by
Rev. Fr Thomas Mukalumpurath
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Religious: Rev. Fr. Vinayanand OIC (continues)

Faith Formation: Rev. Fr. George Thomas Kochuvilayil to be replaced by
Rev. Fr. Joseph Valliyatt

Vocation: Rev. Fr. John Kuttiyil (continues)

Seminary Formation: Rev. Fr. Kurikose Thadathil to be replaced by
Rev. Fr. Sunny Mathew

Education: Prof. Benedict (continues)

Social Apostolate: Rev. Fr. George Vettikattil (continues)
Health: Rev. Sr. Dr. Ancelet DM (continues)

Communication Media: Rev. Fr Sheen Thankalayam (continues)
Migrants: Finance Officer of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Chairmen

Ecumenism: Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Religious: Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios
Family: Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos

Seminary Formation: Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom is replaced by
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius

: Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos (continues as Chairman)
: Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios (continues as Member).

Report of the Last Synod

The Report was proposed to be passed by Joseph Mar Thomas and seconded

by Geevarghese Mar Makarios and passed.
Liturgy

a. The Liturgy of Denho : The proposal to integrate the liturgy of the Denho

with the Holy Qurbono, which was in consideration, was presented by
Archbishop Mar Koorilos, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for
Liturgy.

. Proemion Sedero from the Penkiso and the Liturgy of the Blessing of a
Church. These texts are prepared. They will be sent to the Bishops. They
have to use it for one year and then send the feedback to the Commission.

. Marriage according to the Agreement with the Jacobite Church. Often this
1s transmitted live in the social media and the comments thereafter cause
disunity.
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Presentation of the Annual Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

The accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for the financial year 2020-
21 was presented to the Synod by Rev. Fr. Antony Kakkanatt, the interim
Financial Officer of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. Clarifications were given
where necessary. Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios proposed the accounts to be
passed, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos seconded the proposal and it was
passed.

After Fr. Antony left the Synod Hall, all consented in brief discussion to
appoint Rev. Fr. Thomas Madakkammoottil, who is presently serving our
mission in the UK, the Finance Officer of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

The HES also took note that service of the DM Sisters in the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia ends by 30 April 2021. The Synod thanked them for
their exemplary service. Similarly, the HES took note that the two Regents
appointed in the Curia have successfully completed their regency formation
and are returning to their respective Eparchies.

For the coming academic year, the Bishops of Pathanamthitta and
Mavelikara agreed to avail the service of one Regent each from their Eparchies.
Common Celebrations

1. Sabhasanghamam to be hosted by the Eparchy of Marthandam at
Marthandam. It was proposed to invite His Eminence Cardinal Ranjit
Malcom of Sri Lanka as the Chief Guest.

2. It was proposed that Sabhasanghamam and Reunion Anniversary 2022 be
hosted by the Eparchy of St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune.

3. Mar Ivanios Day — The 68" Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God
Archbishop of Mary Ivanios, if the pandemic prevails, will be observed in
the same order we followed last year.

4. The 25™ Feast of Commemoration of Lawrence Mar Aprem will be also
celebrated as done last year.
Other Announcements

1. Rev. Fr. Mathai Kandathil, the Ecclesial Coordinator in the Gulf Region is
returning to his Eparchy soon.

2. Rev. Fr. Varghese (Reji) Manackaleth is appointed for pastoral service in the
Gulf Region and he will be staying in Rasal-Khaima, as UAE Coordinator.

3. Rev. Fr. John Thundiyath to be appointed Gulf Region Coordinator.
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4. Procura in Rome — Rev. Fr. Benedict Perumuttathu from the Eparchy of
Mavelikkara is proposed for the post.

Reservation granted for the Malankara Nadar Community

HB explained the journey, the challenging journey to this achievement.
The movement was under his leadership, aimed at the good of all belonging to
the Nadar Community. The Synod Fathers unanimously and enthusiastically
congratulated HB for this great achievement and his leadership. It is a great
blessing to Nadar community of our Church.

Seminary
Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose, the Chairman of the Seminary

Commission, explained the life and organization of the academic activities of
the Seminary in the pandemic season.

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas shared with the HES the present status of
the Mangalapuzha Seminary and in which way we can cooperate it.

The Procurator and Rector of our Seminary were invited to the HES. Rev
Fr. Louis, the Procurator, presented the report of the financial management of
the Seminary. Rev. Fr. Sunny Mathew, the Rector, presented the general report
of the Seminary.

Date of ordination: After Christmas, before 10 January 2021.

Sharing from the Eparchies

The bishops were invited to share with the HES, if they find it useful, the
pertinent developments in their Eparchies that need the attention of the Church
as a whole.

Eparchy of St John Chrysostom

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas shared with the HES that a Pious
Association DSJ (Daughters of St Joseph the Worker) is seeking ascription in
the Eparchy of Gurgaon. The Synod opined to approach the Holy See in this
matter.

It was reported to the HES that Corepiscopo Daniel Kuzhithadam is not
keeping fine; he is on medical leave; he is relieved from his office as Proto-
syncellus.

Eparchy of Mavelikkara

Most Rev. Mar Ignathios spoke to the HES about UCPI — United Christian
Prayer for India. All the Churches take it as their mission to share the Gospel
with 20 people. He urged the members of the HES to foster UCPI in their
respective Eparchies.
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Eparchy of Bathery

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas shared with the HES that one of the priests
from the Eparchy of Bathery has requested for voluntary retirement from his
priestly service in the Eparchy of Bathery. He said, he is studying how to respond
to this situation.

In this context it was opined that all priests have to sign an undertaking
giving the terms and conditions of their service in the Eparchy.

HE brought to the attention of the HES a civil government decision to
create a buffer zone. This is considered disadvantageous.

There is a proposal for a railway line connecting Nilambur, Kalpetta,
Bethery and Nanchangodu.
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta

Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios shared with HES how the Eparchy of
Pathanamthitta plans to observe the Year of St Joseph.

He also suggested writing a history of the Nadar Samvarana Samaram.

He invited all the bishops for the blessing of the new church at
Chandanapally.

Eparchy of US and Canada

Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos shared that the Eparchy of St. Mary
Queen of Peace in US and Canada is planning for an Eparchial Centre in the
US. US $ 3.5 million is needed to buy the adjacent plot. It is proposed to avail
and bank loan and to pay it back in 5 years.

He also pointed out that the Malankara Catholic Priests serving the US
Dioceses is not maintaining a strong relationship with our Eparchy in the US.

Archieparchy of Tiruvalla

Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos spoke about the implementation of the
Safe Environment rules and the follow up programmes like conducting a
seminar. We are planning further training programs.

It is also planned to publish a hand book of the application of the safe
environment rules.

He also spoke about the Mar Ivanios Good Health Program to promote
healthy habits among the people and to promote this for the Malankara
Catholics. Rev. Fr. Thoppil Kalathil coordinates this program.

It was decided that to discuss other topics a Synod on Zoom platform can
be convoked on 22 March 2021 from 9 to 11:30 am.
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Conclusion

In his concluding address, His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos,
reminded the HES of the Lenten Message of Pope Francis and His call to
observe the Year of St Joseph. The Holy Father always highlights the importance
of the renewal of the heart in all things at all occasions. He always speaks to us
on the mercy of God. His life is a message for us. He is completing 8 years of
his pontificate. He is very detached, but attached to Jesus of the Gospel. He
faces all troubles with equanimity. Let us remember him in our personal prayer.

Our message to the people and the faithful of our Church is to go forth
with hope. It is the providence of God that made possible the samvaranam
(Reservation) of our Malankara Nadar Community possible. This is a great
blessing for our people and our Church. Our people were joining other Churches
because of the denial of the samvaranam. I am convinced that the intercession
of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios was a stronghold at the time of the samvarana
samaram. His intercession is a guiding light. Representatives of the People
like Mr. Johny Nellur, PC George etc supported our cause at the beginning of
the protest. Our demand for a reservation and support for the Malankara
Community was answered in stages: The allotment of the unaided college
(Mother Theresa College), the allotment of an aided college (Edanji) and now
the granting OBC status to our Malankara Nadar Community. These are a great
blessing for this community as well as to our Church. It was the Servant of
God Mar Ivanios who received and accepted them into the Church. Now through
his intercession God has granted them blessings from above!

Let us go forward with gratitude. God is our refuge!
His Beatitude declared the first part of the Synod closed.
With a short prayer HB imparted the apostolic blessing.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary
¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY FIFTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD ON 22-25 FEBRUARY 2021

Dear Brother Bishops,
Praise be to the Holy Name of God!

As we enter into the concluding session of this Synod, I remind you the
Lenten Message of Pope Francis and his call to observe the Year of St Joseph.
The Holy Father always highlights the importance of the renewal of the heart
in all things at all occasions. He always speaks to us on the mercy of God.
Moreover, his life is a message for us. Our dear Pappa is completing 8 years of
his pontificate. He is very detached, but attached to Jesus of the Gospel. He
faces all troubles with equanimity. Let us remember him in our personal prayer.

Our message to the people and the faithful of our Church is to go forth
with hope. It is the providence of God that made possible the samvaranam
(Reservation) of our Malankara Nadar Community possible. This is a great
blessing for our people and our Church. Our people were joining other Churches
because of the denial of the samvaranam. I am convinced that the intercession
of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios was a stronghold at the time of the samvarana
samaram. His intercession is a guiding light. It was the Servant of God Mar
Ivanios who received and accepted them into the Catholic Church. Now through
his intercession God has granted them blessings from above!

I remember with gratitude the representatives of the People like Mr. Johny
Nellur, Mr. PC George, etc who supported our cause at the beginning of the
protest. Our demand for a reservation and support for the Malankara Community
was answered in stages: the allotment of the unaided college (Mother Theresa
College, Nellikkadu), the allotment of an aided college (Santhom College,
Edanji) and now the granting OBC status to our Malankara Nadar Community.
These are great blessings for this community as well as to our Church.

Let us go forward with gratitude. God is our refuge!

I declare the first session of this Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

* Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE SPECIAL SYNOD OF
THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 14 to 15 DECEMBER 2021

Praise be to the Holy Name of God!
Dear venerable Brother Bishops,

With great pleasure, I cordially welcome my venerable brothers to this
special synod. It is only because of God’s immense providence that we could
gather together in this Special Session of Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church,
amidst of various disappointing factors like the variants Covid pandemic.
Recently, there are several discouraging events took place in the Catholic Church
and outside the Church which permeated negative energy all around. Let us be
united with Our Lord more fervently and pray for the Church and the entire
society.

As all teachings of the catholic Church qualifies the Liturgy as the wealth
of an individual Church, it is a matter of our continuous study on how do we
handed and how much interest we take in this regard. It is also a subject in
which we, as those who are in the episcopal ministry in the Church, have to be
more vigilant. Hence, this Session of the Synod is organized in order to impart
deeper insights in our liturgical practices and on the theme ‘Synodality’.

The Eparchy of Marthandom which was formed in the year 1997 as a
living witness of missionary zeal of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is in its
Silver Jubilee year. In this blessed year, on behalf of the Fathers of the Synod,
I take this occasion to wish all the best to Most Vincent Mar Paulos, Bishop of
the Eparchy and Rev. priests, religious and faithful. Indeed, the Eparchy of
Marthandom is the missionary face of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.

The historical visit of His Holiness Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews III
Catholicos of the Malankara Orthodox Church at the Major Archbishop’s House,
Trivandrum on 26 November 2021, can be considered as a new opening in our
relationship with the Malankara Orthodox Church.

Iinvoke the assistance of the Holy Spirit on our deliberations in this Synod.
I confide the HES-in-session to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

I declare this Synod open.
May the Almighty bless us abundantly!

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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Special Synod (14-15 December 2021)
REPORT
1. PRELIMINARY PART:

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the Father
and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, convoked the Special Session
of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at St.
John Paul II Synod Hall at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. The
Synod Fathers gathered in the Synod Hall on 14 at 9.00 pm to 15 December
2021 at 1.00 pm.

The Synod began with a prayer. The members present at the Synod were:
HB Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod),
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Theodosius , Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom (Emeritus),
and Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios (Emeritus).

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, the Bishop of USA and Canada was
absent due to Covid situation. The Holy Episcopal Synod accepted his absence
as legitimate.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude cordially welcomed the Fathers of the Synod. He said, “It is
because God’s immense providence that we could gather together in this Special
Session of the Synod, amidst of various disappointing factors especially the
variants Covid pandemic. Recently, there are several discouraging events took
place in the Catholic Church and outside the Church which permeated negative
energy all around. Let us be united with Our Lord more fervently and pray for
the Church and the entire society. This Session of the Synod is organized in
order to impart deeper insights in our liturgical practices and on the theme

9 9

‘Synodality’.
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“Eparchy of Marthandom is celebrating its Silver Jubilee during this year
and on behalf of the Fathers of the Synod, I take this occasion to wish all the
best to Most Vincent Mar Paulos, priests, religious and faithful. Indeed, the
Eparchy of Marthandom is the “missionary face of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church”.

“The historical visit of His Holiness Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews 111
Catholicos of the Malankara Orthodox Church at the Major Archbishop’s
House, Trivandrum on 26 November 2021, can be considered as a new opening
in our relationship with the Malankara Orthodox Church”.

By invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and confiding the HES-in-
session to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared
the Synod open.

2. THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

1. Inaugural Address & Welcome: His Beatitude

2. Orientation on Liturgy and its Praxis: Fr. Baby Varghese — Prof. M.D.
Seminary, Kottayam.

. Practical information regarding Thookasa; Msgr. [saac Parappally

. Discussion on Synodality

. Subsecreto Items

. St. Mary’s Major Seminary

. Other relevant topics with the approval of the President

. Concluding Address of His Beatitude.

0N D W

The HES presented the agenda and it was unanimously agreed by the
Fathers of the Synod.

Rev. Fr. Baby Varghese a renowned theologian of the Orthodox Church
took class on “Liturgy, the centre and zenith of Ecclesial life; Bishop is the
guardian of this apostolic patrimony”’. HB welcomed him and HG Mar Koorilos
introduced him. After the class there was an evaluation on the topic.

Afterwards Msgr. Issac Parappallil, the Secretary of the Liturgical
Commission, conducted a discussion on the topic “Thookasa-Common
deviations in the liturgical practices. At the end of the session there was a
fruitful discussion on the concerned topic.

The topic of Synodality further discussed and it is decided that each diocese
has to submit a brief report to HB by the end of June 2022. The modality of
collecting the report on the said theme can be decided by each Bishop basing
on the documents issued by the Apostolic See.

49



Special Synod

Considering the urgent request of Mar Stephanos regarding the urgency of
Liturgical Text in administering the Disparity of Cult Marriage in SMCC, after
a short discussion, His Beatitude asked HG Mar Koorilos to prepare a draft for
the same.

The following proposals of Rev. Fr. Antony Kakkanatt, the Secretary of
Suvishesha Sangam, took for discussion:

1. Incontinuation of the topic “Grace-filling Families” of the previous Ecclesial
Assembly of SMCC, it would be better to start a program to accompany and
assist our newly wedded couple.

2. Inview of imparting a spiritual renewal among our youth, it would be better
start a new movement among the members of MCYM.

After a serious discussion on the aforementioned topics it is decided as follows:

1. Itis the right time to start a ministry for the Young Couples in SMCC. The
purpose of this ministry is to accompany them in prayer, guidance, and
counseling. Young couples means that those who are married within the
period of 10 years. The Association needs a Chairman Bishop and a Priest
Secretary. HE Thomas Mar Eusebius was unanimously elected as Chairman
and Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukummoottil was nominated as Secretary. It is
the duty of the Chairman to work on this new project and to prepare a long
term program for the same. Mar Eusebius is asked to present findings in the
forthcoming HES.

2. Regarding the Spiritual Animation of Youth, it is decided as follows: At
first, HE Vincent Mar Paulos, the Chairman of Youth Commission, has to
study the matter seriously. In consultation with pertinent persons, and bodies
in the Church, he is asked to present practical suggestions regarding the
same during the forthcoming Synod.

3. MAJOR SEMINARY:

HE Vincent Mar Paulos, the Chairman of Seminary Commission informed
the Synod that the term Fr. Louis Charuvial Puthenveedu as Procurator of the
Major Seminary is going to finish by the end of this academic year and thus we
have to find out a proper person in his absence. Several names are proposed by
the Fathers of the Synod and it is decided that a final decision will be taken
later.

Afresh, the urgency of the maintenance work of the Seminary was brought
again for discussion by the Chairman. The estimate of the proposed maintenance
work is rupees 35 lakhs. Considering its urgency, it is decided to give permission
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to take the needed amount from the Fixed Deposit of the Seminary. But the
said amount has to be replaced in the FD by the authorities of the Seminary
without much delay. The Fathers of the Synod proposed that they can collect
funds from individuals, parishes, benefactors, old students etc. It is also proposed
by the Synod to use the resources of the Seminary properly and profitably, for
instance land properties, agriculture, farming etc.

The term of Rev. Fr. Kannankulam is going to finish by the end of this
academic year and it is suggested to talk with him about this before taking a
final decision.

The Fathers of the Synod unanimously consented to the proposal of the
Chairman to buy more computers for the students of the Seminary.

Considering today’s vulnerable social situation, it is proposed that Bishops
and Presits should be more vigilant in administering the sacraments especially
the initial sacraments (e.g. Baptism).

4. SUBSECRETO SESSION

S. GENERAL SESSION

HB informed the Synod that HE Thomas Mar Eusebius is the new
nominated member of the Permanent Synod.

As per the request of HB Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos, Rev. Fr. Benedict Perumuttathu, from the Eparchy of
Mavelikkara is appointed as the Pastoral Coordinator of SMCC in Rome and
the Holy See has given him the title “Procurator of the SMCC at the Holy
See’. He will be residing at Collegio Damasceno in Rome for three years.

Fr. Jins Meppurathu is appointed as new Ecclesial Director of MCYM.

It is decided to consecrate Myron for the entire Church during the year
2023.

Next Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod will be held at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia, during the second week of Great Lent; ie. March 7-11,
2022.

HE Vincent Mar Paulos informed the Synod that by God’s grace, the
Eparchy of Marthandom has a small property at Peruvilai, Nagercoil which is
very much connected with the life of Blessed Devasahayam Pillai.
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4. MEETING WITH THE ADMINISTRATOR AND PROCURATOR
OF GURGAON

HB welcomed Very Rev. Fr. Vianayand OIC, the Administrator of the
Eparchy of Gurgaon and Rev. Fr. Toju Philip, the Procurator.

Very Rev. Fr. Vianayand OIC, the Administrator of the Eparchy of Gurgaon
presented a brief report regarding the present situation of the Eparchy and
Rev. Fr. Toju Philip presented the financial statement.

At first, Fr. Vinayand thanked HB and all the Fathers of the Synod for
their prayers and constant support to the Eparchy. He added that although the
fathers of the Eparchy are doing well, the missionary work is seriously affected
due to the sad demise of Aboon Mar Barnabas. Lack of personnel and financial
liabilities are major blockades.

In his financial report Rev. Fr. Toju remarked there are three financial
structures in the Eparchy: Society, Trust, and Outside Kerala Trust. There are
assets and the same time huge liabilities.

There were serious discussions regarding the present situation of Gurgaon.
HB concluded the session with following suggestions and decisions:

1. For the time being each Diocese and Religious Communities have to pay
the allowance of their respective priests working in Gurgaon.

2. The Administrator has to keep the status quo of the Eparchy. He is not
allowed to enter in to any further financial commitment.

3. The Administrator and priests have to continue the mission work with a
new spirit.

4. TItis the duty of the Administrator, Procurator, Priests, Religious and Faithful
to take all measures to keep the safety of all assets/land property of the
Eparchy.

5. Let us prayerfully wait for the decision of the Holy See regarding future
prospectus of the Eparchy.
Conclusion

In his concluding address, His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos,
reminded the HES of the possible visit of Pope Francis to India. It would be a
great blessing for our nation. There is no further information regarding the
visit and let us wait for the same.
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HB thanked all the members of the HES for their dedication, support and
collaboration in the building of the SMCC. Considering the Covid pandemic
situation and other discouraging events in the society, HB reminded the Fathers
of the Synod to be united with our Lord more fervently and pray incessantly
for the Church and for the entire mankind.

His Beatitude declared this Special Session of the Synod closed. With a short
prayer HB imparted the Apostolic blessing.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
HES Secretary
¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor.
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Special Synod

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE AT THE SPECIAL SYNOD OF
THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 14 to 15 DECEMBER 2021

Dear venerable Brother Bishops,

As we are in the concluding session of this special Synod, I express my
sincere thanks to all my brother bishops for the wonderful experience of the
Synod. On this occasion I remind you the possible visit of Pope Francis to
India. It would be a great blessing for our nation. There is no further information
regarding the visit and let us wait for the same.

I thank all the members of the HES for their dedication, support and
collaboration in the building of the SMCC. Considering the Covid pandemic
situation and other discouraging events in the society, I remind you the need of
being united with our Lord more fervently and the necessity of praying
incessantly for the Church and for the entire mankind.

Invoking God is blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the Church, I declare this Special Session
closed.

* Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Administration of Gurgaon

APPOINTMENT OF REV. FR. VARGHESE VINAYANAND OICAS THE
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE EPARCHY ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

GURGAON

CONGREGATIO PRO ECCLESIS ORIENTALIBUS

Piot. 312015
DECRETUM

Ad regimini Eparchiae “Sancti loannis Chrysostomi Gurgaonensis™ Syrorum Malankarensium

consulendum, vacantis per piam mortem Exc.mi D, lacobi Barnabae Aerath, O.1.C..
Summus Pontifex FRANCISCUS

Administratorem Apostolicum supradictae Ecclesiae nominat ac constituit, ab hodierna die et
ad rutum Sanctae Sedis, donee aliter provideatur, Rev.mum P, Varghese Vinayanand, O.LC.,
eique jura. facultates ct onera (ribuit quac Episcopis eparchialibus competunt, exceplis iis

relatis Episcopis ordinatis, #d normam sacrorusm Canonum.
Contrariis quibusvis minime obstantibus,

Datem Roma, ex aedibus Congregationis pro Ecclesiis Orientalibus,

, bont s
m Card. Sandri

Pracfectus
Rev. Flavius Pace
Subsecretarius

die 2% mensis Augusti A.D. 2021,
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Administration of Gurgaon

APPOINTMENT OF REV. FR. VARGHESE VINAYANAND OICAS THE
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE EPARCHY ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

GURGAON (Translation)
(LIMOETTCIAL COURTERY TRANSLATION)

CONGREGATION FOR THE EASTERN CHURCHES

Prod. 5172015
DECREE

To take care of the government of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Eparchy
of "5t. John Chrysostom of Gurgaon”, vacant due to the death of His
Excellency Bishop Jacob Barnabas Aerath, CLLC,

the Supreme Pontiff FRANCIS

appoints Apostolic Administrator of the above-mentioned Diocese,
starting from today and at the disposition of the Holy See, untl further
provision is made, Rev. Fr. Varghese Vinayanand, O.1.C, to whom are
attributed the same rights, faculties and obligations that belong to the
Eparchial Bishops, with the exception of those deriving from episcopal
ordination, in accordance with the sacred canons.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.
Given in Rome, from the Congregation for the Eastern Churches,

the 28t day of August 2021 AD.

# Leonardo Card. Sandri
Profect

Rev. Flavio Pace
Undersecretary
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Brief Report on the Demise and Funeral Service of
H.E. Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas

Most Rev. Dr. Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas was hospitalised on 16 April,
2021 at Holy Family Hospital in New Delhi due to fever and other difficulties.
He was later detected Covid-19 positive and the hit of the ailment was in a
severe condition and he had been undergoing treatment. Though he recovered
from the Covid-19, he was suffering from its side-effects and connected
ailments. His Excellency was shifted to Fortis (Multi-Speciality) Hospital in
Gurugram on 10" July 2021. While the treatment was going on there, the medical
condition of His Excellency became more serious and critical in the last week
of August and he went to heavenly abode at 12.50 hours on Thursday, the 26
August, 2021.

During the period of treatment, more than four months (85 days in Holy
Family Hospital, New Delhi and 48 days in Fortis Hospital, Gurugram), His
Excellency could receive the Holy Communion and also could receive the
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at different times. His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis (Major Archbishop Catholicos), H.G.
Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos (Tiruvalla), H.E. Bishop Joshua Mar
Ignathios (Mavelikara), H.E. Bishop Thomas Mar Eusebius (Parassala), H.E.
Bishop Yoohanon Mar Theodosius (Muvattupuzha); and some other Bishops
and priests from Sister Churches; and some other dignitaries visited Bishop
Mar Barnabas at the hospital.

A few priests, lay-members, personal staff and Sisters from the Diocese;
and also Beloved Mother, Brother and Sisters of Aboon Mar Barnabas were
with him at the bed-side in the Fortis Hospital (Isolation Room No 2712 on 2™
Floor - Cubicle ICU-7 under Critical Care Centre) to witness the last moments
of His Excellency Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas. In a prayerful and tearful
presence of the dear and near ones, His Excellency surrendered his noble soul
to the divine hands of Lord Almighty on 26" August 2021.

The details of demise, funeral and other arrangements were officially
conveyed by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos soon after the demise of Aboon Mar Barnabas. A ten-
day Official Mourning at entire Malankara Syrian Catholic Church level; and
Forty-day Official Mourning in the entire Eparchy of Gurgaon were declared
by the Catholicos. The Administrator of Eparchy of Gurgaon Very Rev. Fr.
Varghese Vinayanand OIC, who was away from headquarters, rushed back to



Documentation

New Delhi on 26 August itself. Similarly, H.G. Archbishop Thomas Mar
Koorilos (Tiruvalla), H.E. Bishop Joshua Mar Ignathios (Mavelikara), H.E.
Thomas Mar Eusebius (Parassala), also reached New Delhi on the same day.

The body-mortal remains of His Excellency Bishop Mar Barnabas, dressed
up with official vestments and symbols of the Metropolitan, was brought to St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Neb Sarai, New Delhi at 11 p.m on 26 August 2021 and
kept for public homage, after the preliminary prayers and DhoopaPrarthana
by the priests, sisters, and the faithful community assembled there. The mortal
remains were kept at the Cathedral continuously for 36 hours for the people to
offer prayers, pay tributes and pay homage to the departed soul.

The different parts of the Funeral Services of H.E. Bishop Jacob Mar
Barnabas were officiated by the Malankara Catholic Bishops and Priests under
the overall leadership of His Grace Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos, the
Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church; since H.B. Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos could
not travel to Delhi due to the Medical rest advised by the Doctors. Out of the
Eight Services of the funeral, the first six services were officiated on 27 August
2021.

The first service of the funeral was led by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Thomas
Mar Koorilos (Tiruvalla); the Second Service was led by Most Rev. Dr. Joshua
Mar Ignathios (Mavelikara); The third Service was led by Most Rev. Dr. Thomas
Mar Eusebius (Parassala); the fourth Service was led by Most Rev. Dr. Joshua
Mar Ignathios (CBCI Vice President); the fifth service was led by Most Rev.
Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios (Khadki-Pune); and the sixth service of the funeral
was led by Most Rev. Bishop Dr. Samuel Mar Irenios (Pathanamthitta).

In the morning on 28 August, Special Holy Qurbono was celebrated by
Most Rev. Archbishop and other Synodal Bishops, together with Monsignors
and priests from different Dioceses of the Church. The seventh service of the
funeral was led by Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Thomas (Bathery), Most Rev.Dr.
Vincent Mar Paulos (Marthandom), Mosst Rev.Dr. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
(Muvattupuzha) and Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Makarios (Puttur) at 8.00
a.m. The eighth and final service of the funeral was led by His Grace Archbishop
Thomas Mar Koorilos and other Synodal Bishops of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. A huge number of priests, sisters and lay -faithful, including
Corepiscopoi, Monsignors, Vicars General, Superiors General, Provincial
Superiors of different Dioceses and Congregations took part in the funeral
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Demise of Bp. Jacob Mar Barnabas

services. In order to witness the final service of the funeral, the gracious presence
of Apostolic Nuncio to India, his Grace Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli; H.G.
Archbishop Anil Joseph Couto (Archdiocese of Delhi); H.G. Archbishop
Kuriakose Bharanikulangara (Syro-Malabar Diocese of Faridabad); H.E. Bishop
Mar James Athikulam (Sagar Diocese); H.E. Bishop Ivan Pereira (Diocese of
Jammu); H.E. Bishop Jose Puthenveettil (Auxiliary Bishop of Faridabad); and
Bethany Ashram Superior General Very Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, Rev.
Deacon, Michael Layko (from Germany), etc... were there during the three-
hour long final service started from 10.00 a.m. on 28 August, 2021.

During the final service of the funeral, main message was delivered by His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, through Online mod and
Homily was delivered by Secretary of the holy Episcopal Synod of the Church,
His Grace Archbishop Mar Koorilos. On that occasion, prayers and condolences
from Holy Father Pope Francis and also from the Prefect of the Oriental
Congregation were conveyed by H.G. Archbishop Leopoldo Gireli, the Apostolic
Nuncio to India. Condolence message of His Eminence Oswald Cardinal
Gracias, CBCI president was read by Rev. Fr. Jervis D’ Souza, CBCI Dy.
Secretary General. Condolence from Syro-Malabar Church was expressed by
His Grace Archbishop Mar Kuriakose Bharanikulangara; Condolence from
Bethany Ashram was shared by their Superior General Very Rev. Fr. Dr. Mathai
Kadavil OIC. Commemoration and loving Tributes on behalf of the entire
Diocesan Community of Gurgaon were offered by Secretary of the Eparchial
Pastoral Council Mr. N.C. Philip. and the Vote of Thanks to the entire
congregation was expressed by the Administrator of the Diocese of Gurgaon,
Very Rev. Fr. Varghese Vinayanand OIC.

A huge number of dignitaries, and people from all walks of life were
continuously rushing to the Cathedral all through those days and nights to see
the mortal remains and to pay their respect and convey condolence. A few
prominent among them who visited Cathedral and paid tributes to Bishop Mar
Barnabas were: Justice Shri Kurian Joseph, Shri Alphons Kannamthanam, Shri
Arif Mohammad Khan (Rep. of Kerala Governor), Shri K. Sudhakaran (KPCC
President), Bishop Yoohanon Mar Demetrios (Orthodox Church); Bishop John
Morlrenios (Believers Eastern Church); Bishop Ignatius Layola Mascaranas
(Diocese of Shimla-Chandigarh); Msgr. Deepak Valerian (Auxiliary Bishop-
Designate, Archdiocese of Delhi), Shri Anto Antony MP, Shri Dean Kuriakose
MP, Smt. Anie Raja MP, Mother Little Flower SIC (Mother General Bethany
Congregation); Mother Rosy FDSHJ (Mother General), Mother Lilly Jose S.I.C.
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(Provincial Superior, Tiruvalla), Mother Flower Therese DM (Provincial
Superior, Punjab), Mother Karunya DM (Provincial Superior, Venniyoor),
Mother Anjali Therese DM (Provincial Superior, Pongummood), Msgr. Benny
Abraham Corepiscopa (Jacobite Church- Delhi), Msgr. Thomas Cherian (VG.
Marthoma Church, Delhi), Mr. George Kallivayalil (Deepika - Chief of Bureau,
Delhi), Mr. Jomy Thomas (Malayala Manorama - Chief of Bureau, Delhi),
Shri Manoj George (Senior Adv. of Supreme Court), etc.

Representatives of CBCI, KCBC, Caritas, etc. and many more religious
and socio-political organisations and resident welfare associations paid homage
to the aboon Mar Barnabas. Among the Vicar Generals, Very. Rev. Dr. Varkey
Attupurathu (Thiruvananthapuram), Very Rev. Dr. Eldo Puthenkandathil
(Puttur), Very Rev. Dr. Shaji Manikulam (Pathanamthitta), Very Rev. Daniel
Kuzhithadathil Corepiscopo, and Very Rev. Varghese Angadiyil (Khadki-Pune)
attended the funeral service. Very Rev. Dr. Antony Kakkanatt (Executive
Secretary of SuviseshaSangam), Very Rev. Dr. Sunny Mathew Kavuvila (Rector-
Major Seminary), Very Rev. Dr. Msgr. Eugine Pereira (CBCI); Very Rev. Dr.
Mathew Jacob Thiruvalil OIC (Provincial Superior, Navajeevan, Trivandrum),
Very Rev. Dr. George Joseph Ayyaneth OIC (Provincial Superior, Navajyoti,
Aluve), Very Rev. Markose Corepiscopa (Jacobite Church), etc. were also
present. Priests, sisters and laity from inside and outside the Diocese were also
present. Some of the lay leaders, who visited the hospital and came to attend
the funeral from outside NCR, were Mr. Reji Thomas (Surat), Mr. John Cherian
(Bhopal), Mr. Joseph George (Ahmedabad), Mr. Shaji Mathew (Bhopal-Surat),
Mr. Rajan Mathew (Culcutta), Mr. P.K. Cherian (Bangalore), Mr. Babu George
(Kharghar-Mumbai), Mr. V.A. George (Pune), Mrs. Leelamma John (Mumbai),
Mr. D. David (Aurangabad), etc.

The concluding part of the funeral -i.e., the services of Push-bash-slomo
and Selum-bash-slomo (Rest in Peace and Go in Peace) were very heart touching
and it was assisted by the specially deputed priests from the Eparchy of Gurgaon.
During that service only Archbishops, Bishops, Monsignors, Priests, beloved
family members of Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas and special delegates and
religious were allowed to be inside the Cathedral. After paying the last respects
to the departed soul by the beloved family members, priests and prelates of the
Church, the mortal remains of His Excellency Bishop Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas
were entombed in the specially prepared grave inside the St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Neb Sarai, New Delhi. The funeral service was concluded at 12. 45 p.m with
the Apostolic blessing by the prelates, headed by Archbishop Thomas Mar
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Demise of Bp. Jacob Mar Barnabas

Koorilos. Then the mortal remains were entombed with incense and the tomb
was properly closed and sealed by 6.00 p.m. on the same day. Rev. Dr. Jolly
Karimpil (Professor, Major Seminary, Trivandrum) was the Master of Ceremony
for the entire Liturgical Services.

As per the direction of His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos the entire process was completed under the supervision of His Grace
Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos, together with Eparchial Administrator Very
Rev. Varghese Vinayanand OIC. Priests, Religious, Seminarians and lay leaders
of the Eparchy of Gurgaon, under the leadership of Very Rev. Fr. Vinayanand
OIC, made various arrangements for paying a befitting homage and farewell to
Jacob Mar Barnabas. Leaving behind a legacy of missionary zeal, our beloved
Jacob Mar Barnabas returned to the abode of Eternal Pastor to receive the
reward of faithful and prudent pastor.
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Catholicos Day — 2021

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

On Sunday, 7 February 2021, we celebrate 16th Catholicos day after the
elevation of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church as the Major Archiepiscopal
Church with self-governing right of sui uris Church. We celebrate Catholicos
Day of this year at a time when the Church, society, and the entire world is
passing through major crisis.

The challenges raised by the Covid 19, a tiny virus, has been seized the
entire world. Let us believe strongly that there will be a great intervention of
God where all the world nations and humans stand before this micro virus
perplexed. The entire mankind is equally in crisis of not having permission to
work, travel, or to gather. As far as the Church is concerned, we are passing
through a very difficult situation. These are the pains of 2020 such as, the
faithful who are worried for not able to receive sacraments or to worship
together, the priest who celebrates Holy Qurbono lonely in empty churches,
family members who mourn for not able to participate in the burial services,
the people who are unable to conduct feast and celebrations, etc. Let us pray
for the special intervention of God where we feel that everything is ended. We
cannot forget the lessons given by Corona to the humankind even as we evaluate
this pandemic as the impure symbol of disaster. It changed the view of man
that everything is under their control. It gave the inspiration to keep distance
from arrogance and luxuries and to hold hands with each other. Let us pray that
may the invention of new medicines become blessing to humankind.

This is the time when the Church is despised greatly on social media. The
Church is continuously haunted in the media debatesin the evening. It is better
to receive it as a good opportunity to repent by remembering all shortcoming
from part of the Church in this regard and to give a real Christian witness. The
world, which understands only the principles of profit and losses, doesn’t
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understand the value of the Church, religious life, priesthood and consecrated
life. I exhort all to be vigilant on this matter.

Hope you all came to know that Malankara Catholic TV, a YouTube channel,
which is newly started by our Church, was inaugurated during Re-union Day
celebration on 21 September 2020. It is a big footstep in this period that we
could make a big vibe in the entire Church within the last four months.
Malankara Catholic TV is functioning under the responsibility of the Synodal
Commission for Media & Communication of our Church. It is monitored from
Catholicate Centre, headquarter of our Church. Spiritual, ecclesial and
theological information and various programmes for spiritual growth are
telecasted through this channel. All of our people of God must subscribe and
support this YouTube channel, and receive spiritual goodness from this.

The Second Assembly of our Church held on 8, 9 and 10 October 2019
was a blessing. Deep deliberations, studies and practical recommendations on
the theme “grace-filling families” were the aftermath goodness of the Assembly.
The information on follow-ups will be given at the earliest.

The final documents related to the canonisation of the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios by the Major Archieparchial Inquiry was submitted to
the Congregation for Cause of canonisation for Saints in Rome on 8 September
2016. Then the documents, given by us, were sorted into 281 volumes and
started the following procedures. In the month of October 2020 ‘Positio’, a
special text, was prepared and submitted to the Congregation for the Cause of
Canonisation. A committee consists of historical scholars and Cardinals should
examine and itshould be given to the Holy Father. If it is approved by the Pope,
then the servant of God Mar Ivanios will be raised to the status of ‘venerable’.
Then, he will be raised to ‘Blessed’ if a miracle happens in the name of Servant
of God Mar Ivanios and will rise to ‘Saint’ when another miracle happens.
More prayers of our people are needed for these matters. Let us pray for this
intention as individual, family and Church. I appreciate specially Rev. Sr. Dr.
Sandra SIC for giving great assistance to the canonisation process by residing
in Rome for last 5 years.

25" Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church is going to be held
from 22 to 27 February 2021 at Catholicate Centre. [ urge to pray specially for
the successful conduct of the Synod.

Various programmes will be prepared considering coming 10 years as the
years of preparation before we celebrate the Centenary of Re-union in 2030.
The decisions for that will be taken in the Ordinary Episcopal Synod of this
year. There after the matter will be informed to all.
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Catholicos Day is also an occasion to help the activities of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia, which coordinates the administrative, apostolic and
missionary ministries of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, through
generous offerings. The offering of this day is set apart for this special intention.
I remind you that your generous contributions should be there in the offerings
of this day for helping the activities of the Church. The Rev. Parish Priests
should intimate this matter to the members of the parish in advance and
encourage the same. Not only parishes, but all our institutions, religious
congregations and their provinces should take part generously in this endeavour.
The Eparchs should submit sthothrakazhcha and offerings from their respective
eparchies and contributions as per the decision of the Episcopal Synod should
be submitted to the Holy Episcopal Synod which will be on 22 February 2021.
Superiors General and Provincial Superiors should give the contributions of
their religious congregations to the Finance Office of the Catholicate Centre
before the commencement of the Synod. I appreciate and thank everyone who
generously contributed to this endeavour last years.

On the Catholicos Day, the Catholicos flag is to be hoisted and the pledge
is to be sworn in all our parishes, institutions and mission centers after the
Holy Qurbono. 1 do specially appreciate, remember gratefully and pray for the
Bishops, Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters and the faithful who are involved in the
missionary activities of our church in different parts of the world.

May God shower His grace and blessings upon each one of you!

Your humble servant in the Lord!

Sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on 7 February 2021, Sunday, in all
Churches, Mission centres and Centres of worship.
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Holy Week 2021
Love and peace of our Lord be with you!

Last year, though the active participation of the faithful was not possible in the
churches, we could receive blessings by celebrating the services of Holy Week
without break. Though the intensity of the spreading of Covid-19 has been
reducing, there is the need to continue the serious vigilance and care. Let us
thank the mercy of God for allowing to celebrate the services of the Holy Week
in a more distinct manner but with more participation of the laity than the last
year.

In the context of corona virus infection, all the services should be arranged by
following the Covid protocol.

Passion Week - 2021 Suggestions
1. Palm Sunday

Services of Palm Sunday should be celebrated in all churches. Arrange the
participation of the faithful as per the Covid protocol.

Disinfected palm leaves should be blessed and given to the faithful.

There will be live telecast in our Malankara Catholic TV from morning 7.00 to
10.30.

2. Maundy Thursday

- Holy Qurbonoof Maundy Thursday should be celebrated with the intention
of Mass for the people. Adoration of the Holy Eucharist can be arranged.

- Priests should distribute Holy Eucharistat homes, taking necessary precautions
against Covid, for those who cannot come church due to bedridden sickness
and old age.

- There will be live telecast of the service of the washing the feet and Holy
Eucharistic in our Malankara Catholic TV 3 pm onwards.
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3. Good Friday

In the churches Rev. priests should do all prayers including service of
Kabaradakkam of Good Friday. In common, the way of Cross can be conducted
outside the church. But this year, the way of the Cross through the public road
shall not be conducted.

During the veneration of Cross, instead of kissing the cross, kneeling before
the cross and bowing heads is enough. Arrange the Cross and the Bible on a
small table so that people come in two lines, keeping social distance, and return
after bowing heads before the cross and offering sthothrakazhcha.

Live telecasting of services of Good Friday will begin at 11 am in our Malankara
Catholic TV.

4. Easter Sunday

On the Easter day, while wishing peace, the celebrant after kissing the cross,
thronos, and the Gospel wish peace to the faithful. Faithful should exchange
peace to each other by folding hands and bowing head.

After the Holy Qurbono arrangements shall be made for the faithful to venerate
the Cross by placing it on the prayer table.

It is enough that the faithful receive blessings by bowing head and standing
before the prayer table.

There will be live telecast from 7 pm (03.04.2021) to 10.00 pm in the evening.

I give with happiness the wishes and blessings of Holy Week and Feast of
Easter to all Bishops, priests, religious and the children of the Church. May the
Risen Christ bless you all!

With love,

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
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Pastoral Letters & Circulars

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Priests,
Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No.CPL 1/2021

68" Commemoration Day of
Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the Servant of God

Your Grace, Your Excellenices, Very Rev. Corepiscopi and Rambans, Reverened
fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

As we enter into the 90™ anniversary of the establishment of the Hierarchy of
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, we, as a Church, celebrate the 68"
commemoration day of our beloved father Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios Metropolitan, who had been made an instrument for this divine
providence, at Pattom Cathedral from 1 to 15 July 2021. In the context of
Covid-19 protocol, this year’s commemoration day will be celebrated as
following.

1. There will be arrangements to come and pray at the Tomb Chapel from 1*
July onwards. Covid19 protocol must be strictly observed. At a time, only
15 are permitted to enter into and pray in the Kabar Chapel.

2. There will be Holy Qurbono at theTomb Chapel every evening at Spmand
it will be followed by dhoopaprarthana. Our Most Reverend bishops, as
much as possible, will celebrate Holy Qurbono and lead dhoopaprarthana
at the Tomb Chapel. There will be live streaming in the Malankara Catholic
TV.

3. I will be celebrating Holy Qurbono at the Tomb Chapel at Spm on 1 July,
the first day of the commemoration days.

4. T will be celebrating the Holy Qurbono at Ranni-Perunadu at 7 AM on 10
July. A community of 15 people will participate in the Holy Qurbono.

5. Malankara Catholic TV, the You Tube Channel will make live streaming
of the services from 1 to 14 July and the evening prayer, dhoopaprarthana

90



On Mar Ivanios Day

and the Apostolic Blessing on 14 July and Ormathirunal day services on
15 July at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom. Shekeina Television Chanel will
specially broadcast the Holy Qurbono and services which take place at the
Cathedral from 8 am onwards on 15 July.

6. On 15 July the day of commemoration, at 8 am, there will be morning
prayer, solemn pontifical Holy Qurbono, Dhoopaprarthana at the Tomb
chapel. I inform with sorrow that in the context of Covid-19 protocol Rev.
Priests cannot co-celebrate in the Holy Qurbono this year too.

7. Itisinformed that this year there will be no Padayathra which is conducted
from Perunadu to Pattom every year. Also, there will be no unofficial small
padayathras.

8. The Mar Ivanios prayer ministry which was taking place at Tomb Chapel,
in the context of Covid protocol, will be continued through Zoom
application from 1 July 2021 everyday morning at 11 to 12 till we can
directly gather at the Tomb. Ecclesial level Suvisesha Sangham will lead
this ministry. (Zoom Meeting ID:89341569368, Passcode: 200625). Prayer
intentions are to be communicated through this number: 8281512877.

9. On 18 July, the Sunday followed by the commemoration feast, the 68"
commemoration feast of the Servant of God must be celebrated with Holy
Qurbono and dhoopaprarthana in all our houses of worship.

10. Since our Church prescribes the days from 1 to 15 July as special nombu,
all should be in a spirit of prayer, fasting and abstinence in these 15 days.

11. The video speeches prepared by late Rev. Fr. Simon Elavuthinkal about
the Servant of God Mar Ivanios will be broadcasted through the Malankara
Catholic TV every Sunday at 12 noon. Reverend priests should inform the
parish people about this and encourage them to listen to it with preparation.

12. There will be no nombu on 3 July, the Dukrono of St. Thomas. Everyone
should celebrate this day as a festive day.

Let us pray fervently for getting the Servant of God who lived the talents
that are received from our Lord in order to attain the fullness of sanctity by
dedicating them for the Glory of God and serving humanity, as a model and
mediator for the Universal Church. The process of canonisation of Servant of
God is progressing in Rome. As members of the Church your heartfelt and
ardent prayers will make this process fruitful. In the context of Covid-19, though
there are many difficulties for celebrating the 67" Dukrono Thirunal at ecclesial
level let us pray cordially and zealously by seeking the intercession of the

91



Pastoral Letters & Circulars

Servant of God in our families, prayer groups and parishes. Let us pray intensely
for the success of the canonisation process. Let the intercession of the Servant
of God be our fortress.

May God bless you all abundantly!

Your humble servant in the Lord.

Sd/-
“Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
23.06.2021
Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Trivandrum

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 2/2021

91* Anniversary of Reunion Day

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church being at the threshold of the Navathy
takes one step further through the 91* anniversary of Re-union. The foreign
colonisation raised a challenge to the fervent desire of a community of believers
to hand over, without being dimmed but ignited, the light of faith, which had
been woven together with Indian life style by St. Thomas the disciple of Christto
generations. The koonan cross oath was a creative revolt against this. It can be
seen as a sign of commitment to the ecclesial life style.

Itis a historical testimony that the Malankara Church had to wander around
for centuries in search of cure from the wounds due to the disputes and divisions
that came while she followed the reasonable desire of living the faith in its
originality. The ecclesial and technical confines and selfishness of individuals
made the way to unity difficult.

The all-merciful God became willing to enlighten the Church of Kerala,
through the Servant of God Mar Ivanios, a personality like sun-rays, before it
being immersed into darkness. All the doors for unity were opened before
Servant of God Mar Ivanios who dreamt of a Church as a tree of faith that
could yield flowers and fruits by receiving water and fertilizer from the Indian
soiland followed that dream firm determination. We can say, without doubt,
that it was that great mind which desired, without any personal interest, to
embrace the truth only gave strength to the possible unity. The Metropolitan
Servant of God Mar Ivanios, as he moved ahead with Reunion efforts, had not
been influenced by any selfish desire or secret goal defiled by selfishness. If
so, the reunion efforts might have remained an old tale of failed efforts in the
pages of history. It is clear that what helped Mar Ivanios to lead the reunion
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efforts to the ‘Re-union Event’without being ended up in reunion effort only,
is his steadfast faith in God, and courage, determination and boldness to go
ahead in the path of searching truth without compromise.

It can be seen that the Re-union which is actualized on 20 September 1930
has also became a trumpet blow call for the growth of the Malankara Church.
When it completes 91 years, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is
progressing in the path of development with 12 eparchies. Let us thank God as
the Major Archdiocese of Trivandrum and the Archdiocese of Tiruvalla enters
into the year of Navathy of their foundation.

Our responsibility as a Church is not ended but has begun with Re-union
event come to an end but has begun with the Re-union event. The Re-union
had come by entrusting with in us a great mission to continue fervently until
the day reach us when the entire India receive Christ and each anniversary of
Re-union Day approaches by reminding us this mission. As we are approaching
the centenary of Re-union, it is a time for us to take this responsibility more
seriously as a Church. Let us go ahead united with each other, as a Church,
fulfilling this mission by imbibing the openness of Servant of God Mar Ivanios
to truth, the courage to follow it without compromise, and his readiness to
renounce everything to embrace truth.

In the context of Covid-19, we are postponing the celebrations planned at
Marthandom as ajoined celebrations of the 91* Re-union Day anniversary,
Sabhasangamam and the silver jubilee of the Eparchy of Marthandam on 20,
21 September that would be hosted by the Eparchy of Marthandom

The celebrations of Re-union Day of this year shall be arranged at eparchial
level. On 20 September, Holy Eucharist shall be offered, Catholicos flag shall
be hoisted and the pledge of the Re-union shall be recited in all parishes. It
would be good if the eparchial bishops offer the Holy Eucharist and hoist the
Catholicos flag at the Cathedrals of respective eparchies.

On 5 October, 40 days are completed since the demise of Metropolitan
Jacob Mar Barnabas. On the that day there will be Holy Qurbono,
Dhoopaprarthana at the Tomb and memorial Service at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Neb Sarai-Delhi. On the same day, in context of ‘Food for the Hungry’, a most
dear project of His Excellency, food will be distributed in various places of
Delhi. On the 40" Day of the demise of His Excellency, Holy Qurbono and
Dhoopaprarthana shall be conducted in all parishes possible and food should
be given to the people as much as possible. With the holy services, the
observance of days of mourning also will end in the eparchy of St. John
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Chrysostom-Gurgaon. Wishing eternal peace to the soul of our dear venerable
Bishop. May the intercession of the Aboon strengthen our gospel activities of
our Church.

Remind you all with love that you all pray to get the grace of the Holy
Spirit in abundance to all the ministries of our Church.

That by the prayers of Mary, mother of God, the community of the apostles,
especially our father St. Thomas, and all the saints, Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

Letter to Malankara

Bishops 1/2021. 19.10.2021

OD(@IMMIV}HS AV)ANaNGRIAV-2023:
C(BIMVM@LIOMIENBS B0)d96EBU3 MVoMITWla]

@REIAIMBY afll®osemIco,

MAOS HAOMOGAUU0YANUBTla00WOS MVEMaNQRo MVAOWIMAN0 alBlUd)ELOCH
Bald8)o MAYELAOW] MBIVIGIENNS af)aD (aldBMLENIAN). AW GBRHOIW
M(HA AUCNOGITIGEIBE M0 (alEAIUTIEN)EHWITNELID. 18001620 MATVB00OTIeEI
0)NIGR00-BaMI0 GBHIGRID (alodmOla)) sl aveW)ns ailud)rL1E:0em ]
MOX] M2D)H B0)68BIO.

al@l00)aL (aN0MBMVINY 20Balda] 2023-@G3 MSOMAOM MluRIV]2ldleeyan
OD@®OMOMOS auyMMaocdomileom (Synod of Bishops) amuosniawla)ss
8163300l @C10la] @RElAINBY allmoenmModHs M@IEMOSHo ¢0oaladmlan)o
1€l afl5)eEEal. (alTU@® TVESMOTIN) GRHENIBAVE MYIHOS)EN MO
@02, BBOMM®EI@BSIT3, “80) MIMWE VRO BFOVD, alghosSIoIo,
BOMY0” af)MT AlaHOOOD BRYIVAIBRISE)], BRYAIVIAOW A lOMEBBSBY0 21B2)d:8)0
aflalammeasg)o MSOmMAUOM aIBlU0)EL A l®00] @RI A |SISINE. BBOTVMEEBUY
alomudleniloo MSETMENE®) 2022 af(lG3 QIOOWOM. BRGIMYEUDAHO, alDOTV®Y
TUBB)OS TV)MMNaNERITVIH:B)o HD(MIMIOIOS AW EHOMANOMAVYH:B)o,
(a1GBUOlHMAITNIGE MSOMe|g 2I82|HB)OS TLVAMIWo alBlYEL aflmoaila)
2B {lee M@0, (2 I10GBUTlEHR0T] MSOMeg 2182]dE8)0SW)0 TLAMIV O]
®MV)o @RSINOOMODIGE o IB1UD)RL all®OailEMR @ERLIEHHD VT HA(@OOV)OS
MV)Ma0GRIMY 2023-@3 GOIAIE3 MLEEAS]HN)BHW0 §219)0.

“830)22)88 WO®” af)ND® ERYENIB &COMILNBHITVERWNS Halo®)RTall
@OHOMV)0, BODMLEOMW)o MIGEMIWB:20W] CLIDWIM]L)MM, B:0eild: (a10WIMY
2)88 30} allat@aoem. aldlu)EL all®moailo AENGHSIT “@)aMoo TVas(aVO
enizomleael MRVIGMIT 6630l (al®1SHIENM @ AVIEINIWIelglw)ns aloln
@O6M.” B(BOMVMEBBUZ D (Al(HIVWOS @RSITLOOM CLISHROVBIMOTI @RYEOW)o
20g1MBOMIO DSBS QIO IHAIW BO) alE0FOmo @RMIAIOYAEM). HOV6Mo,
aflwna ®18@MNISMH VI @WIGE PUWBO|S ~fEI0AI0}OSWV]o @YU WEBBSB)0,
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2VARAN0, TVBNICVHMW)o TVEBWAOS OHGaleMIVIGE (1 IWIMeQ SOOI,
alOMalo alOlee)d, NIMWERBUS B{UIROB)E:, AMIVIBHU3 MEXLNBS GRGLIBBUD
EDRIOIHO) &, VOMIBAIRIAMAIN}OS VIO TGOl B @)SEBEIVAI D WI(®
YOS LIGHYEBBBO6M. aldlu)ELI)alw)ns MI0AlM3 aleMialoo (VAilenQIMYo
(ELIENAI0M)MBS B0) ROV @PMIEAINIW] MIMOS B)SIAUCANGHS)o 2102
8o BO0HFHVM) (I0BMNBO)AM). ISEHODYEBBUB MoMNIMWla )88 BOBNCOEIW)o,
06 B pab@dano (Vademecum) eailemosso ¢ooaladmla) (aImslenle:dlajlgyens.

@RElAIMY all®OeOMOd, @PAINAIO)HS B(BITVMEBSIC3 MAloeNI@ 10-MYd)
M0 80) FlaITvo BEBITVMMEITHIG3 D MVIMMANEBIMVIM BDEBL0UTlBn0W
@)SHNOHOIGHNNZ@OEM. TVYINAOEBIMVIHAG MSOTWa] osnIMUWla] coodladaslary
eigla) MIBE3EBREYOS HAUSIOWIT CALINI0NTID G0056BSI03 @RYQIUD NIV
2182]B)o MSalSlda)o TVI1HBlHH6Mo. (aldhHd00 MSOMOa]S 2182|HB)OS B0)
‘MVAMIVO’, MEMES MRWIES@OW G(B0 1012 @I}MloaddTMOM@TIN M)
M@INOV 2022 a@(ail@d @AMVo 30-Md>0 af)H CalBHS GPWAOIAUIMW ITal

0Y©a]S;aM).
POBAUODIOM H0)eMW)o @OMY(Na0@BBI0 MIBBBIOSCAD3 af)MN)o N0V
0193 af)Mm (al0BMC]HN)aM).
o),
HBOM0ilad MleBBs1eS allm1®yo) (V)]

¥ snicaveilcwoas a3glmoud glalay
22180 MIOIWIMT &EOMIRINENITVRW)HS
caRAd @RAajjnilata]-8:0ecmoeilenoamioni.
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

Letter to Malankara

19.10.2021
Bishops 1/2021. 9.10.20

Regarding the Eparchial level preparations

Your Grace and Your Excellencies,

I Pray that may the love and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Grace
of Holy Spirit be with us in abundance. We are entering into a new liturgical
year. Let us be prepared for the sanctification of the Church by praying the first
kolo of the Shub’hoof the S’himonamaskaram.

Hope bishops have already received the official information from Rome
regarding the Synod of Bishops be convoked in 2023 by His Holiness Pope
Francis. As part of the preparations by the universal Church, Holy Father has
asked to conduct apt studies, discussions, and reflections at eparchial level on
the theme, “Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, Mission”. The
seminars arranged by the Eparchies shall be concluded before April 2022.
Thereafter the consolidated report of the Synods of Eastern Churches, various
Bishops Conferences and the deliberations at regional level shall be submitted
to the Holy Father. The Synod of Bishops in 2023 will be held in Rome under
the presidentship of the Holy Father.

“Walking together” is a topic of contemporary significance which crucially
influences the public life and mission of the universal Catholic Church. In the
words of Pope, “God expects from the Church of third millennium the path of
synodality.” Since eparchies are the basic units of this process, a wide-ranging
participation which excludes no one is inevitable. Because, idea, energy and
creativity of all those who are involved in the pilgrimage of faith isvery important
in the building up of the Church. Learning from each other, strengthening the
relationships, reducing the distance between minds, realising the voice of the
voiceless etc., are the objectives of this journey. Praying that may our coming
together and discussions be a spiritual experience of listening and paying heed
to each other in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Guidelines for these matters
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and a handbook (Vademecum) have been already published from Rome.

Most Reverent bishops, in your respective eparchies, you shall officially
inaugurate this synod before 10 November.

For the conduct of the Synod, discussions and actions with regard to above
mentioned matters must be taken as per the suggestions received from Rome.
The sync of these discussions should be sent to me before 30 April 2022 in
order to consolidate as of our Church to be sent to the Holy See.

I pray that may the Mercy and blessings of God be with you forever.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.
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MCCL cdlmo 2021

(ne1:0 SHoomeild; 2ladawmdav erly))

ailwavalolleimomlm camsgl)ss
aVYINANGBIAY BHaNlaHID §210ENINY
aVGCMBUdo

@PEIAIBY allMOSOMOCO, QUMY EHIN0IIVEH002[0DOEO, OMIOMOGO, 6NIao).
6QIG1HE0, HUDERIUDMIBD, TVMITVMEO, ROMIalMOISHEs, c¢WuD)ANG3 (allw
6101 633G,

2021 ©an(ENNAIAC] 14 ADOWOF 2l DLIB:O MVIGIWIM] BEOMOLNBITVRWIOEAI
)S1HB)OS MoCLISMWOW 2IE0 Homelld; aflladwadad ey (MCCL) dlm
2001 @19 2 1B1HO}HWIEM. DLIB:O TVICIWOM] HEOmIEleed MRWIGE 2010 HAMVAIQo
NIB 20-0) TLBWYAS MAIAIMo AllMOANMW EA000M @A enicaLAleIM)
KA $:060ellend MINANWOS HLIaIM(aldh00 BDEBLOUTGHR0V] ©)alo
030 B)5leg)0s MCCL avocelsm.

OOBAURBO 26M0MAN0 (aIGNIOWMANAOBIMM) ((adD 1:27) 2N @IYQ
21Mo BRYWIORIBE] BLIG0 MVIOIWIM] &:EEMILIEHITVE, AiludlTVAIBlvleIMe @D
TLRWYOS @RSITVLNIM UD)(U0}HUWOW] AalBlMEMIBENAMN). HIEVM)EBBOHS GAIGBIAl
GBUoo al0laflen)HW)o BAMIRIANOMIT aldluoleilailen)dH®io OalYemenan)
880 @IO)TVRTHE MIMES HAOMIN! BOCALIN[12{IF)88 @PG(AIWIMPIW &S
DIGYIIM) af)M  HOBAIGOTVM 208 MDANMICWIT HA(MIC OO MeE
8308000a|S)OWIWVIGNE. MANOS 3Gl MIOG TVREV®)0 VA AOCOMW)0
aillwnmomlene aldeMIeijEmIe)o MUICHNENZAIO6M. HOUDUDACHIGE @AM
OOBAOOD GRAINND, TLERHV®Io TVAOOTMW)o AM 1e1068], MIeMasla]
(aIQIBOMIE9)QU0M)o AUBOYAUIM0 &)EOMNEEBOS (10aIDVIBND af)M LldH)
@06m MCCL auoceisma«s).

C20ailAl-19 af)aD 2a02ROGIVIOS AlURIDOMLIATIGE MOOALIIAI0}0 HSAN)
GalddH)EMIOU3 MAMES af)Lld (AIAUBOMMEEBSB)0 (al@INVMWIWIGE @RBlen)an
V0a0210§206mMEL)0 Mlelailad 988®. (AI®IMAWIW)HS D MOB)HSIT3 V13
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OOHM (2108 2@)Eal0pel “@OBACAINIS) G2l@IN) MITBHH)IN@EM af)6
@M Mo, HOBANIW HAOMOIAIG3 MM BPRERWO (aldailajldlesnian). @Gralls)oom
(1QIBOD]SHO8 610 (alGrLlaHlE)0” (Ve 73:28). af)aM QIlUDIDATVEOMIOS
(108@A189)10M MER)B6) HFIWeMo. (AIDITVIMWIWIOS HOLICISOILIEMELI0
Moo MEMeS AflKoITVOBITY B{UIN|CSENBD. MEMOS H)SlHUBHE GBAILIW
O3 BaVa)) H,)S] (2108O1EH)AU0MY0 AllUIdINVAIBIVIRINOBITE aBBea]S)al0M)0
SHFlWOMD MVa02I0JAMIENO B3)5lE:8)0S QilUIOTVAIGIVYIEINGIIM) BO) &0l
QIO mosW% a)am) aMaVlenesleosm af)l0 B(BOINVMEBBB)0 830666 LIS
DOEENIWM VoAlWOMo aFB60 SO &0 GHHANOWV] (A IAIBCIEHMM@. DD
@IAUTVOOMITI D (alh000 (HANHOMEBBUE 6.2l af)2I0QINOWY0 (A ICD® B0
@REINAE1H96S.

¢00llal-19 2a0000GIR)LI0 MAMOS af)2ld (A IAIBOMMEBBSB)o MMV o103
©l@d 2090 M0 MWIBNITWIDEIBGIEH)BHWIEMELI0. 2021 Han(6NYAIB] 14~
MCCL Glmo @ryeeaioatilen)cmiog)o Mu2a02I0lo A@ITV@ALL. MANOS &>)Sld:
8)6S aloMo, H)S1a10aNBWD, GRYEIWMERIAMo GPEBEM ag)aldo AY®IV®AOW
olololeelss 209eq]g). @D adauecm MCCL @lmoseenato myadaidouesn
gloeIGaI0nal GRGALINHIGH)AIM M?He TLOWleNATIEL 2021 Oan(EN)AIC] 14
MCCL Am200] @r)210la9)mIoud 80600 SAldh:®o @MOM) EB(BOTVMANo
BBIVMOMITE MIIMBS (~IC® D @ROID a3 VD Gla)O3:06MB)o SOl
all$001@)eS (aIC@YH MIBEZUAN0 EHIANW-190] (aIEC® Y& BOMBEMWEIBS)0
B6MBSIOLIS)O) OBIENB)o @RYGALINAHEBBUD (B2 1BBlen0QNIN@IEM). @REMM Blal
Moo afl. 5)BNIWVIT 2@ ENIOWM (al(BGlVVIGE aBBeq|SI0lenaM ag)elo
@PELYIAIBHOOWI0 BSlBHOBW)o MVAABA{la] (10BMOlEHIMEAM) TIEMAOCAMINS
3002210 {l8963 (~IMOOMOTIHM (2 INVE@] QllUINAL NVDJOAODW)o BSIHOSW)o
GENIORLYOQS)OMAI0M SAlD AlHOGIR0AB (AIEDYDHo (VORUIHNAEEI. &Sl
8105 QKoo al@l1eIMo ag)IM GUEHOMOW BVMICMITZ @IONaNBQo alth)
€210)aM 0g)2J0aIBHN)0 MERWIHS MIAOMIT MM @RCIVIBHM). «BAIO}HSWV)0
(aI0B@MNMa 3RO TVANIWAN0 MVa0GOMMEBS}0 MEManal)3qjo @REYAMOI
2])OBH06NE,

-
H cmomad ma3 wmeavanilcom’
2RIH0 TV)GIVIM] &HECOMIRINHHI TVRWINS

31.01.2021 il a1Blleim MMM &:omlatm 621w,
#06moellesng ormad al00U0.! B(BOTVMORL Y HUMD

algo, ®0}AIMADalj®o.

N.B. som qudseeeid MCCL lmao® ean(ennaid] 14-00 @1 6m0@0o$al ail. &)36NI0M AGELY, MIN6S
o aigslegleno oleU® eH(@EBgEla)e ANVIEHOMB®O6N).
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MCCL Day 2021

(MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S LEAGUE)

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSION
FOR FAITH FORMATION

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear children in Jesus,

The Malankara Catholic Children’s League (MCCL), an association of the
Children in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates its Day on Sunday,
14 February 2021. The MCCL, the movement of the children was officially
formed in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church on 20 September 2010 as per
the order of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the Head and
Father of the Church.

Malankara Syrian Catholic Church considers faith formation as the
fundamental ministry of the Church basing on the Word of God, “For the fear
of the Lord is wisdom and instruction” (Sir 1:27). Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanios had reminded us that the responsibility of teaching catechism for
children and training them in devotional path is the important responsibility
entrusted to the Holy Church by our Lord. It’s our children who have to lead
the Church and society in faith and tradition tomorrow. The aim of MCCL is to
enable children, from childhood onwards, to act and grow in love by knowing
God and understanding the Church and society.

At present there isa situation in which all our activities are in crisiswhile
we are passing through the situation of Covid-19 pandemic. We should be able
to pray with faith in these days of crisis as the psalmist prayed, “But for me it
is good to be near God; I have made the Lord God my refuge, to tell of all your
works” (Ps 73; 28). It is in these days of the crisis that we should be strengthened
in our faith. In the all eparchies, in the context of our children not able to come
together to pray in the churches and engage in the faith formation, being
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convinced that there shall be no decrease in faith formation of children, have
effectively functioning by arranging the system of online faith formation. On
this occasion, let me specially congratulate all those who have organized these
things.

Due to Covid 19 pandemic, we are all forced to switch all our activities to
new method. The situation is not different when we celebrate the MCCL day
on 14 February 2021. Studies, get together, liturgical life, thus everything of
our children has been changed into different methods. We can’t celebrate this
year’s MCCL day as we celebrated it in the previous years. As we celebrate
MCCL Day on 14 February 202, each parish and respective eparchy can organise
celebrations taking into account the directives given by respective eparchies,
and accepting the special instructions given by parish priests and the special
protocol of Covid -19. Let me remind with love to pray by offering all teachers
and children who are engaged in faith formation process in the Holy Qurbono
on that day. Parish priests shall pay special attention to convince the faith-
community and the children of the significance of the League. Thanking you,
in the name of the Church, all those who are sacrificially participate in the faith
formation of the children.

Requesting your prayerful help and loving co-operation of all.

Sd/-
¥ Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
31.01.2021

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 14" February the MCCL Day, during the Holy Qurbano
in all our parishes and mission centres.
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The circular issued by
Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity,
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
in connection with the Laity Day 2021.

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

This year, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Laity Day
on Sunday, 1May. On this day when the call and mission of the Laity are specially
remembered, [ wish prayerful greetings abundantly to all the lay faithful!

The term Laity is to be understood as that Christian faithful who have not
received the order of Priesthood, or any consecrated life recognized in the
Church. Lay faithful are those who become one body with Christ through the
sacrament of baptism, participate in the priestly, prophetic and kingly missions
of Messiah by becoming member of holy Church, and make personal
contribution towards mission of the entire Christian faithful in the Church and
the world. Laity are models of life in the world who are holy and active temples
of the Holy Spirit, and are called to holiness.

The life and mission of laity in the world are to be evaluated particularly.
Those who received holy ordination, sometimes, engage in worldly affairs.
They would have worldly life. However, they, by their special vocation, are
mainly entrusted with sacred ministry. At the same time, the religious, by their
life status, give a vivid and extra ordinary witness for transforming the world
and dedicating it to God.

Lay people are to seek the Kingdome of God by being steadfast in vocation
they received and by handling temporal goods by putting them in order as per
the will of God. They live in various temporal jobs and duties, ordinary family
life and social circumstances. They are called by God to live for fulfilling their
duty by acting as the leaven for the sanctification of the world, guided by the
spirit of gospel there as if their existence is bound to them.

As those who control the world from inside, they have to reveal Messiah
to others through the life-witness ignited mainly by faith, hope and love. It is
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to ignite for the glory of Messiah the Saviour by growing material things that
they are intimately connected with by transforming them suitable to Messiah.

Baptism is the source of participation of lay faithful in tria munera of
Christ as priest, king, and prophet. It grows up in sacrament of Confirmation,
and perfects in Holy Qurbono and becomes a nourishment of strength. This is
the participation given personally to each lay faithful as the one among several
organs which form to one Body of Christ.

Jesus bestows continuously His gifts on Church, His body and Bride-groom.
Likewise, being the members of Church, individuals participate in the three-
fold mission of Christ. St. Peter, the apostolate, teaches this clearly by defining
those who received Baptism as the chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, and a people for his own possession (1Pet 2:9).

The participation of lay faithful in the triple mission of Christ is originated
from eccleisal communion. So, it should be lived and accomplish through
communion and help for the growth of community.

Lay faithful participates in the priestly mission of Christ. Jesus fulfilled
His priestly mission by sacrificing Himself on the Cross for the glory of God
and salvation of mankind and offering continuously through Holy Qurbono.
Unified with Christ, those who received baptism is being united with Christ
and His sacrifice by offering themselves and their daily activities.

Lay people participate in the prophetic mission of Jesus who proclaimed
the Kingdom of Father with his life testimony and the power of the Word.
Thus, the laity attains ability and obligation to receive gospel with faith and to
proclaim the gospel in words and deeds by recognising and renouncing evils
with courage. Lay people remain united with Christ and as witnesses in Holy
Spirit. Thus, they share in the worth of supernatural faith of the Church who
“never errors in matters of faith” and in the grace of Word (cf. Acts 2:17-18;
Rev. 19:10). They are called daily to enlighten the strength and revive of the
gospel in their family and social life.

Lay faithful are specially called to renovate the creation into its original
value. They participate in the ministry of mission of resurrected Christ by
ordering the creation for the real welfare of mankind through the activities
guided by the life of grace. Christ attracts everything to Himself, and subjects
them with Himself unto the Father for making God be all in all (cf. 1 Cor
15:28; Jn 12:32).

Each lay faithful can realize the complete meaning of greatness while he
thinks about the basic calling given by the Father through the Holy Spirit in
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Jesus Christ. This calling is the call to holiness. Holiness is the greatest testimony
of glory given to disciple of Christ for the perfection of charity.

The call to holiness rooted in baptism and it is renewed through other
sacraments especially the Holy Eucharist. Christians are saints because they
put on Christ and are nurtured by the His Spirit. They have the ability to express
this holiness and the responsibility to give witnesses to it through their activities.
St. Paul, the apostle exhorts constantly all Christians to live a life proper to
saints (Eph 5:3). The call to holiness is connected deeply with duty and mission
entrusted to lay faithful in the world and the Church.

The world faces severe and complex situations created by Covid 19
pandemic. As we together face and resist this situation and survive; we can’t
but see the disorders that brought humanity to this situation.

As marketization of consumer culture becomes universal, the moral values
are ignored and luxury, extravagance and show off are generalised, there are
serious impacts on the order of life willed by God. The rhythm of universe is
endangered and the environment lessons are ignored. This virus is a sign of
lesson to put an end to the unnecessary anxieties of life and that the human
abilities are momentary and limited. The contemporary events compel us to
acquire the courage of returning to the beautiful and natural levels of
brotherhood and cooperation. Each one has the natural responsibility to solve
the dilapidations occurred at various levels of human life. Common prosperous
will be achieved when each one gets ready to follow the will of the Creator
without judging or blaming anyone else. The equilibrium in the cosmos can be
recreated when humanity be ready to follow and realize the divine will. I
appreciate each of you who lead the faith-life without fail and ignited spiritual
interiority through domestic church despite the social restrictions of the Covid
pandemic.

Laity Day is the common celebration of lay faithful of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. All the lay associations such as MCA, Mathrusangham,
Pithrusangham, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Legion of Mary, etc. together
celebrate this day properly. I remember with gratitude and value the leadership
and cooperation given by the lay associations for the growth of Church and the
development and the integrity of the society. I remember with gratitude the
life-witness and self-dedication of lay brothers and sisters through the Suvisesha
Sangham. Considering the outside Kerala context, the commitment of lay people
in the missionary activities that concentrates on the houses is appreciable. The
lay people, who are filled with missionary zeal without considering the limitation
and difficulties of the life of migration, are the shining witness of the Holy
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Church. I remember with indebtedness the brothers who set apart a great
dividend from their earnings for the charity works of the Church amidst of the
difficulties of Diaspora life.

I submit to God the various activities of MCA as it is in the year of Silver
Jubilee. I remember with gratitude the bishops of happy memory, demised
priests and late lay brothers. May the members of MCA move forward in the
ministry of the Church with commitment.

We utilize the sthotrakazhcha during the Holy Qurbano on the Laity Day
for the lay ministries in our Church. I exhort all to be blessed by giving
generously the offering of that day. As per the canon 601 of our Church, the
parish priest should collect the offerings and send it to finance officer of
respective eparchy or archieparchy and the finance officer should utilize half
of it for the lay ministries in the eparchy level and other half should be sent to
the financial office of the Church at the Catholicate Centre. Let St. Joseph, the
Heavenly Patron of Laity Movement be our intercessor and support. Let us
celebrates the year of St. Joseph and the year of Family as meaningful and
useful. Let us achieve the renewal and sanctity of the families.

May the risen Lord felicitate and bless all the ministries of the laity.

sd/-
% Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
& Bishop of the Eparchy Mavelikara
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
Laity Day 2021

NB:- This Circular should be read on 2 May 2021, the Laity Day, during the Holy
Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres and inform to the faithful in a proper
manner.
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On Vocation Day
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

PRAYER WEEK FOR VOCATION 2021

Message from the Chairman
of the Synodal Commission for Vocation

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in Christ,

“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore, ask the Lord
of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest” (Mt 9:37-38).

This year, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Vocation
Day on Sunday, 30 May 2021. This is the day on which the Catholic Church
commemorates St. Joan of Arc, for her commitment to the vocation with
extraordinary courage. St. Joan of Arc gives us an inspiration to enter
courageously into the places where God leads us by looking at God only who
calls us.

As we celebrate the prayer day for Vocation this year which is also
announced as the year of dedicated to St. Joseph and the year of Family, we see
these realities of difficulties of the diseases infected by covid epidemic, the
painful situations of non-availability of life-giving oxygen, the demise of
beloved ones, and the financial crises. We need to prepare for this prayer day
for our vocation suitable to overcome with faith those crises that we face in life
andto pour outthe streams of God’s love and hope to others. That is also a
challenge before us. His Holiness Pope Francis shows us some inspirational
lessons from the life of St. Joseph that are useful to guide us. St. Joseph, who
made his life an unconditional service by turning God’s dreams into his own,
and by converting faithfullyordinary life into extraordinary ministry without
making news, is a an exemplary model to those who lead consecrated life and
family life.

We can accept this model of St. Joseph as a helpful guideline for each
person to march forward without falling in the paths of one’s vocation and to
attain perfection for those who are progressing.
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The Church gave St. Joseph to young boys and girls as a guide to discern
their vocation. Discerning the vocation is fundamentally the process of
recognising the will of God for each person and saying ‘yes’ to the same. St.
Joseph is a good example for each youth who are on the process of seeking
‘What is the will of God about me?’. St. Joseph is the young man who dedicated
completely himself to the will of God. This young man, who is very near to our
human experiences and at the same time says extraordinarily ‘yes’ to the will
of God, has willingness to assist us generously to cooperate with the will of
God in ordinary circumstances of our humanity. The best deserved school for
combining the extraordinary will of God with ordinariness of life is the life of
St. Joseph. St. Joseph helps us with love to listen God who is being with us in
our ordinary life situations and speaks to us through our thoughts and emotions,
and to discern his will that is revealed by Him. Because St. Joseph had a special
grace to listen carefully the feeble loving voice of God. St. Joseph could
recognize with utmost clarity the life inspiration We see that God had
communicated with. St. Joseph very gently. St. Joseph was a man who was so
close to God that he could discern the resonance of God’s will even in the
ordinary dreams and convert his dreams in to the throbs of God’s dreams.
Because of this closeness with God, by His grace, St. Joseph could renounce
the selections and emotions which could never give everlasting pleasure, and
accept the emotions that could give eternal pleasure, and to keep prudence in
choices in the light of immortality.

St. Joseph can strengthen us to follow God’s will and submit ourselves
unconditionally to God’s grace even in the midst of conflict. To say “yes’ to
God’s will unconditionally, it is necessary to have the courage to follow God’s
will and the vigour to depend on God’s grace always without despair.St. Joseph,
who made the ejaculation prayer of ‘God’s willonly’ as the heartbeat amidst of
conflicting situations in our daily life, can help us to subject to God’s will by
overcoming the intense and serious situations of tension in our life context.
The life of St. Joseph gives us the assurance that no matter how difficult the
crisis, a option is opened for listening the voice of God and doing God’s will.
Therefore, let us continue our efforts to discern and nurture our vocation without
falling even a shadow of despair. By submitting ourselves completely to the
grace of God, let us turn our spiritual and human faculties of listening powers
to God who dialogues with us daily.

May the intercession of St. Joseph lead us forward in our efforts to promote
the vocation of Church and religious congregations without affecting fatigue
or temptation to turn back. May St. Joseph give us vigour to find out the ripen
seeds of vocation and to nurture it by giving water and fertilizer in our families.
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May St. Joseph, the guardian of our families and consecrated religious, protect
our families as the fertile land of religious-consecrated vocations. May all
religious and consecrated congregations, through the intercession of St. Joseph,
get the grace to submit the vocation to consecrated-religious that sprout in
families to the Church, society and humankind as a generous gift from God by
welcoming and nurturing them properly

May St. Joseph’s lively, never reluctant and retracted consent of St. Joseph
be an example and inspiration for those who have once received the vocation
and responded ‘Yes’ to God to march forward in the path of their vocation
without wavering and faltering.

Sd/-
% Samuel Mar Irenios
Chairman, Synodal commision for the vocation,
Bishop of Pathanamthitta Eparchy
16.05.2021
Catholicate entre
Pattom,Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 30 May 2021, the Vocation Prayer Week, during
the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres and inform to the faithful in
a proper manner.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday School Day 2021

Reverend Fathers, Religious, Teachers, Parents, and dear Students,
Greetings in the Name of the Triune God!

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is celebrating the Sunday School
Day on 1 August 2021. We are passing through the destructions caused by a
pandemic which hurt our society deeply. This pandemic has left various health,
economic and psychological problems in our society. Even now most of the
people are in dangerous situation. The consequences are likely to be many
more. Let us glorify God who has given in our hearts the faith that help us to
sing with the psalmist, “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” (Ps
23:4). Let us be prepared by depending on His love and mercy to face the
challenges of the timewith hope.

It is true that the prolonged period of pain makes us anxious. The Gospel
of Jesus is comforting us in all these anxieties. Jesus reminds us through the
parable of the good Samaritan what to do, especially, during the periods of
suffering. The Samaritan finds the other as suffering. He does not waste time
by asking questions. Neither does he bother about his losses. He tries to embrace
him to life by providing him as much as services he can (LK 10.25-37). Jesus
asks the lawyer who asks him questions to do likewise. Suffering is an invitation
to service. Let us be enthusiastic to serve, according to our ability, those who
suffer more.

The time of Covid has put the faith communities and the education sector
in the most crisis. Faith formation is both a community experience and
education. Indeed, there have been major crises in this field. However, the
various methods adopted by our various diocese to overcome these crises in
the last year make us hopeful. We could continue our faith formation programme
forward by creatively coping up with new situations, and by facing the
challenges. The catechism departments of many of the eparchies prepared all
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the lessons of our syllabus as video classes. Others adopted practical methods
either by collaborating with them or independently. Our teachers have arranged
online classes by learning and practicing the unfamiliar matters. Parents and
children happily cooperated with them. This dedication, shown by all together,
is a blessing and appreciable.

There have certainly been shortcomings and limitation. This academic year
is an opportunity to participate in this most important ministry by recognising
and solving these problems.

This time of Covid has given us certain good realisations. Our generation
has been busy in an anxious chasing after the physical conditions of this worldly
life including wealth. But the pandemic reminded us that a healthy life is the
most important among physical conditions. This inspires more people to care
for the nature and adopt more healthy life styles. This period helped us more to
recognise the value of family relationships. Both the adult and children could
spend more time with the family, to work together and to know each other
than at any other time before. May we be able to create a future full of goodness
by absorbing more goodness from all these.

May the time we spend together in families be a time filled with God
Experience. Find more time for prayer and for reading the word of God. Pray
not only for the safety of us and our beloved ones, but also bring our neighbours
and dear and near ones who are undergoing suffering. Elders should try to
involve their children in good deeds to help those who have lost their income
and livelihood. It is through active love that the main lessons of Christian faith
are understood.

Due to Covid-19, there prevails a situation in which we have to depend
more on online classes. As a help to this, classes in video format are prepared
by scholarly teachers including priests and nuns in our Church. Videos prepared
under the leadership of the departments of faith formation of our three eparchies
are available online. For practical convenience, all three of these text books
have been made available as links on the official website (http://
www.catholicate.net) of the Church. For the convenience of the children, text
books of standards one to five have been made available in goodness TV too.
In the families, parents should encourage children to make maximum use of
these lessons according to the suggestions given in eparchies. As the challenges
of Covid-19 changes, we can come back to usual classes of faith communities
as fast as possible.

I'recall with gratitude the services done by our priests and nuns during this
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tough time. Still our faith formation programmes are going on depending on
the practical suggestions given by these people with pastoral prudence by
understanding the special local context. Last year their special vigilance helped
our children very much. We need that vigilance continuously in this regard.

Taking into consideration the particular situation of each place, parents
and those who are in pastoral activities should try together to form action plans
suitable for the psychological and social growth of children without
compromising in the care needed for health. We must help children to ensure
that social distancing does not become a draught of friendships and that travel
restrictions do not become a prison experience. Their friendship in faith
communities should be encouraged as much as possible. Safe and proper
situations must be found where children can pray together and participate in
good deeds.

This year we celebrate the ninetieth anniversary of the formation of our
church as a hierarchy. When choosing extracurricular activities, it may be
appropriate to focus on topics that help children understand what it means to
live as church.

Remember our Aboon Jacob Mar Barnabas who has been ill for a long
time and the eparchy of Gurgaon-Delhi under his care in your personal and
community prayers.

I pray for the good and happiness of all of you. Wish you all the blessings
of faith formation day.

Sd/-
¥ Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman of Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
& Bishop of Parassala
23.07.2021
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B. This circular must be read during Holy Qurbano on 1 August 2021, the Sunday
School Day at all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

YOUTH DAY 2021

Message from Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos,
the Chairman of Commission for Youth

Dear Rev. Priests, Rev. Sisters, and My dear Youth Friends,

“... I'will save you and you shall be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your
hands be strong” (Zech. 8:13).

Youth with a Mission

Each year we dedicate the Sunday nearest to the feast of St. Francis of Assisi to
focus our attention on the young people who are the future of the Church and
society. This year it falls on 3" October which marks a day dedicated to all the
young people of our Church. The day is to be celebrated in each parish with
Holy Eucharist and suitable spiritual activities because ‘all the young, without
exception, are in God’s heart and thus in the Church’s heart.” In connection
with the Youth Day this year, I propose three areas which deserve special
attention in the post-pandemic era, namely, faith-life, health, and environment.

i. Faith-life

The pandemic outbreak has proved to be a time that tests the depth of our
faith. It has left many of us perplexed and with some profound questions. But
we know that our faith gives us the certainty that no matter what happens, God
loves us and will ultimately bring good to our life. Nothing can happen to us,
at least without the permissive will of God. “We know that all things work
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose” (Rom. 8:28). We may not have all the answers to understand the
mysterious plan of God, but we need to be prepared “to give an account of the
hope that is within us” (cf. 1 Peter 3:15). Let us trust in God’s providential
plan. If God has allowed this evil, He will draw greater good out of it. Like
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Noah and his family started a new life after the devastating deluge, let us view
this pandemic as an opportunity to create a new life, to discover a new way of
relating to God, to other human beings, and nature. For the faithful, it is an
occasion to renounce all the hostile attitudes, such as individualism, greed,
consumerism, hedonism, hunger for power, etc., that were so rampant even
before the onset of the coronavirus.

In the recent times, we have been witnessing a surge in attacks against
Christian leaders and the teachings of the Catholic Church, triggered by people
with some vested interests or agendas. In addition, many false and anti-Christian
teachings are circulating in mainstream media and social media that create
confusion in the minds of young people. Therefore, we need to be vigilant and
strive to deepen our faith and learn to defend it without turning to aggressive
means or hateful reactions.

ii. Health

The onset of Covid-19 is indeed a major global health crisis. It has
introduced unprecedented changes in the lives of young people. People deeply
feel the fragility of life and the importance of health. Thankfully, we realize the
importance of taking better care of our physical health in more frequent exercise,
adequate sleep, proper nutrition, and avoiding junk foods. As Christians, we
know that our bodies are ‘temples of the Holy Spirit’ (1Cor 6:19).

The print media and the visual media alike report that the Covid-19
pandemic has resulted in significant mental health issues such as angst, fear,
insomnia, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, and suicide. One of the
reasons reportedly is physical (social) distancing. Meeting places for
socialization and communitarian worship, which are such necessary pillars for
mutual support in general, and even more fundamental in this challenging
period, have been lacking. In Christus vivit, Pope Francis prophetically noted,
“Digital media can expose people to the risk of addiction, isolation and gradual
loss of contact with concrete reality, blocking the development of authentic
interpersonal relationships..." (n. 88) This means that they must find ways to
pass from virtual contact to good and healthy communication.

Face-to-face communication and relationship are essential for any human
being. Human beings have an innate need to interact with other people to exist.
The primary protective factor with respect to mental health is the family. But
the Church community and youth movement should also find ways to emerge
as a protective factor connected with an individual’s psychological and mental
health. Instilling the idea of a sense of belonging and existential
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interconnectedness can help young people in a great measure to promote mental
health. Paying attention to psychosocial and spiritual needs can really contribute
to improving the quality of life and well-being of our youth. We need to make
all possible efforts to nurture community building in these trying times.

iii. Environment

That man’s greed is the cause of natural calamities, climate change, global
warming, and significant damage to the environment, has been commonly
accepted. The pandemic, however, provides a unique opportunity to consider
our human impact on the environment by compelling changes in lifestyles and
attitudes that could mitigate climate change. The lockdowns that lasted for
several months taught us that the earth could recover if we allow it to rest. The
air became cleaner, the waters clearer, and animals and birds returned to their
natural habitats from where they had previously disappeared.

In his encyclical Laudato si, Pope Francis called for an alliance between
humanity and the environment focusing on the concept of ‘integral ecology.’
The people and the planet are interconnected. Humans are not the masters of
the earth but its stewards, and they have a God-given vocation to care for
creation. The coronavirus pandemic has shown that there is a connection
between people’s health and the state of the environment. Therefore, we need
to examine our habits of energy consumption, transportation, and food habits.
Suggesting a solution to this crisis, the Holy Father asks us to enter into the
gaze of Jesus. Jesus looked at God the Father with filial love, trust, and
dependence. He looked at his fellow human beings with a compassionate gaze.
He looked at nature and the environment with fondness and wonder. We are
called to participate in the gaze of Jesus, who contemplated the beauty of the
wonderful creation and lived in full harmony with it.

This time can be very unsettling and often raises in people’s minds a sense
of panic and fear. But as Catholics, our greatest gift to the world is hope. Today,
young people are called to become the beacons of hope. In light of the above-
presented concerns, it is possible to expound on some concrete suggestions.

a. Living in the Word of God

What does it mean to follow Jesus Christ? The Lord himself says being a
disciple is essentially two things: Listen to the Word of God and put it into
practice — “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the Word of God
and do it” (Luke 8:21). We need to dedicate sufficient time to read and meditate
upon the Word of God, the lamp to our feet, and light to our path. The Bible
provides countless examples of people having recourse to God in prayer in
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times of suffering and pain. When we look through the pages of the Bible, we
see that God has brought forth good from evil time and again. The Word of
God will certainly strengthen our faith in the Lord.

b. Young People: Always Missionaries

All the young people, even those who are most frail, limited and troubled
can be missionaries in their own way because “goodness can always be shared,
even if it exists alongside many limitations.” The young people can make changes
in the present situation by leading a life of right relationship to God, fellow
beings and nature. The Church needs the vibrancy and energy of the youth who
are the modern-day evangelizers. The youth should demonstrate willingness
and courage to undertake mission trips, both short-term, and long-terms, to the
various parts of India. The biggest beneficiaries will be the youth themselves
as it will strengthen their faith.

c. Forming an Integral Life-style

We need to develop a simpler and environmentally sustainable lifestyle
in a post-Covid world. The pandemic, currently sweeping across the globe,
offers a unique opportunity to move towards a greener, more sustainable society
to avoid destroying our planet and our own well-being. We should learn to
consume less and develop healthy food habits and environmentally sustainable
lifestyles. Let us green our spirituality and make a greening Church.

d. Responsible Use of Digital Media

We should learn to distinguish the facts from fake news and desist from
forwarding any message to others unless scientifically verified. We need to
become intelligibly responsible users of digital media. While “physical
distancing” might be necessitated to mitigate the spread of Covid-19, spiritual
and non-physical closeness in times of isolation and quarantine is called for
more than ever before. Online meetings, sharing sessions, short prayers, and
contacting the sick members of the community should be encouraged to connect
in deep and meaningful ways. My dear young friends I exhort you to participate
in the daily family prayer, limit your exposure to information about pandemic,
keep yourself busy, go for gadget free games, find time for social connectivity.

May I recommend you to celebrate this Youth Day more meaningfully
in the respective units! The Church level Youth Day program will be hosted by
the Major Archipearchy of Trivandrum at St. John Paul II Malankara Syrian
Catholic church, Mannanthala, on 3 October 2021. I wish to remind you that
the offering of this day in all the parishes in our Church shall be remitted to the
eparchial finance office. Half of the offering is to be utilized for the youth
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ministry in the eparchy. I request the eparchial finance officer to send the other
half to the Major Archiepiscopal Curia to be utilized for the activities of the
youth ministry at the ecclesial level.

God bless you all !

Sd/-

¥ Bishop Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Youth,
Bishop of the Eparchy of Marthandom.

N.B : This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono on 4 October, Sunday.
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b. Contact No:
Fr. George Thekkadayil
Secretary, Commissions for Ecumenism and Dialogue
Mob : 8277754876, 8606446080
Email : gttheckadayil@gmail.com
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THE SYRO MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

SYNODAL COMMISSIONS FOR ECUMENISM AND
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE

CIRCULAR EC 1/2021

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

I write this circular as per the direction of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis Catholicos, the Head of Malankara SyrianCatholic Church to execute
fruitfully and actively the ecumenical ministries and interreligious dialogue in
our Church.

It was a big wound in the body of the Church when following the Coonan
Cross Oath that happened on 3 July 1653 the St. Thomas Christians separated
into two parties. On that day onwards our forefathers ardently desired, prayed
and tried for unity. The dream of our forefathers was realized, at least partially,
with the event of Re-union on 20 September, 1930 under the leadership of
Servant of God, Mar Ivanios, the Prophet of ecclesial communion. 91 years
have passed after the historical event of Reunion. We will complete acentury
of Re-union event after nine years.Pope Pius XI of the happy memory
established the Malankara Syrian Catholic hierarchy through the decree Christo
Pastorum Prinicipi, on 11 June 1932 and appointed Metropolitan Mar Ivanios
as the Archbishop of Archieparchy of Trivandrum and Jacob Mar Theophilos
as the head of Eparchyof Tiruvalla. Now we are on the occasion of the navati
celebration of the establishment of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Hierarchy.
The growth from mere two eparchies to twelve eparchies within 91 years is the
fruit of the divine providence and also the restless efforts of our forefathers.
We should realize that as we grow as a Major Archiepiscopal Church or a sui
iuris church with self-governance, in the Universal Catholic Church, our
responsibilities and duties are increasing. We should be more enthusiastic in
working for the unity and communion of the divided St. Thomas Christians
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together with our obligation to follow the commandment of our Lord to proclaim
the Good News to the whole world. The members of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church are more obliged to work for the communion of churches and
along with the proclamation of the Gospel.

The Commissions for Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue

These are the commissions of the Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church to realise the communion of churches and to ensure
interreligious relations. These commissions are committed, together with other
pastoral ministerial commissions of the Church, to strive for the unity of the
churches and interreligious dialogue and to execute by planning different
activities. The Holy Synod has appointed Rev. Fr. George Thekkadayil from
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla as the secretary of both these commissions. I request
that we all should give co-operation and encouragement to Rev. Father in all
attempts to co-ordinate interreligious dialogue and ecumenical activities in
our Church.

Ecumenical Commission: Eparchial Level

All the eparchies of the Syro Malankara catholic Church should form
Eparchial commission for Ecumenism at the earliest. The eparchial commission
shall be formed including an eparchial director, secretary, three representatives
from each district (one priest and two faithful). One of the representatives
must be a woman. There shall be one from the youth. Those who are interested
in ecumenical activities and service minded should be selected as the members
of the commission. The formation of the eparchial commissions must be
completed at the earliest and the list of the commission members (including
address, phone number and E-mail) must be sent to the Curia of the Church
before 31 January.

Commission for Interreligious Dialogue: Eparchial Level

All the eparchies of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church should form
commissions for Interreligious Dialogue at the earliest. The eparchial
commission should be formed including an eparchial director, secretary, three
representatives from each eparchy (one priest and two faithful). One of the
representatives must be a woman. One must be a representative from the youth.
Those who are interested in interreligious dialogue and have willingness should
be selected as the commission members. The formation of the eparchial level
commissions must be completed at the earliest and the list of the commission
members (including address, phone number and E-mail) must be sent to the
Curia of the Church before January 31.
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Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue of Ecclesial Level

Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue commissions at the Eparchial and
Ecclesial level should function according to the timely instructions and
exhortations given by the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity and Pontifical
Commission for Interreligious Dialogue of the universal Catholic Church and
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Ecclesial commissions for Ecumenism
and Dialogue will start functioning soon after the formation of theecumenical
commissions in our eparchies. Ecclesial commissions will function by
includingrepresentatives from all eparchies.

Spiritual Ecumenism

We have to remember the fact that the unity of the Churches and the process
of evangelisation process are not possible by human efforts alone. Both of
them are not possible without the action of the Holy Spirit. For that,
transformation of heart sanctity of life, life witness and continuous prayer for
unity, communion and missionary activitiesof the Christian faithful are
necessary.The Christian faithful should pray with one mind to fulfil the dream
of our Lord, “one flock and one shepherded” (Jn 10:16) and the prayer of the
Lord “thatall may be one” (Jn 17:21). Continuous prayer forthe union of the
churches must take place in all the churches, religious houses and all housesof
priestly and religious formation along with the Holy Qurbono.The Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church, which gives primary consideration to the unity of the
churches must work by giving prime importance to spiritual ecumenism.

Ecumenical action plans must be formed centred on our each parish. The
parish priests who give leadership to the pastoral activities of the parish should
come forward with more enthusiasm for this. By bringing together priests and
faithful of different churches around each parish, action plans must be formed
to encourage unity and give encouragement accordingly to execute those plans.
Along with, try to work for the good and unity of the country by bringing
together teachers of different religions and local community. Ecumenical
activities must start from each parish. After the establishment of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Hierarchy, at its primary stages, our priests and faithful gave
great inspiration to reunion activities. We have to doubt whether our enthusiasm
in ecumenical ministries has declined after the growth of the Church and
establishment of institutions. We have to fix the problems time bounded. Each
of our parish church must be transformed into life witness of interreligious
dialogue and communion of churches. I express my pleasure to know that
there are quite a number of parishes which are living by giving witness to
ecumenism and dialogue. I express my pleasure in knowing that there are quite
a number parishes, likewise, exist as active.
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Thepre-Second Vatican Council theological approaches and emphasises
regarding ecumenism of the Universal Catholic Church had changed.Today
the Catholic Church has the approach to see all the churches of the orthodox
tradition as sister churches. The full Eucharistic communion is the perfection
of the ecclesial communion. Full communion in fundamental truths (faith,
sacraments, morals and hierarchy), freedom in optional subjects (liturgical
tradition, spirituality, theology, discipline and tradition), and love and
collaboration in everything: this is the basic principle that we should follow in
ecumenism. Along with the position that the Church never rule out the individual
attempts of reunion,we have to accept the approach that the Catholic Church
gives emphasis on the community attempts of reunion.

In the political and social scenario of Kerala, needless to say specially that
the co-operation and collaboration among the churches are to be strengthened.
We have to remember that there are secret attempts going on to weaken and
humiliate Christian faith. Christian community, in general, is a peace-loving
people. That is what our Lord has taught us. However, we should have the
prudence to discerngood from evil. We must prevent the tendency of our youth
and children ruining their future by getting caught into the network of mysterious
powers. It is the necessity of todaythat we must intervene with openness and
enthusiasm in the ecumenical and interreligious communions by standing firmly
on the teachings of the Catholic Church.

Ecumenism: ATen-Year Plan of Malankara SyrianCatholic Church

It is the desire, in general, of all the churches that all the churches be one
and all may receive same faith and same sacraments by being united and
proclaim the gospel of Christ all over the world with one mind. Unity is often
not realized due to various reasons. The intervention of the Spirit of God is
necessary for the unity among the churches. For that, we have to receive ways
based on gospel. We can’t defeat the unholy spirit of division without the
means of fasting and prayer.

After the formation of the commissions for Ecumenism and Dialogue at
eparchial and ecclesial levels, the action plan for the period till the centenary
that has to be executed for the whole Church for the unity of the Church and
the society will be decided after discussions. As a preparation for that we should
consult with various pastoral commissions in our Church. As far as the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is concerned, the proclamation of the Gospel
and the unity of the churches are the subjects which should be given primary
attention. Any attempt for these must be encouraged.
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Servant of God Metropolitan Mar Ivanios, our father andthe prophet of
ecclesial communion, has taught us to move forward by overcoming any adverse
conditions by the power of prayer and dependence on God.Now we should
take interest in conducting ecumenical activities more actively than before.

It is from 18 to 25 Januarythat the Universal Church conducts the prayer
for unity octave week of Ecumenical week. 18 January 2022 is also the
commemoration day of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios and of Aboon
Mor Severiosof happy memories. On that day, Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis Catholicos, Father and Head of the churchwill inaugurate the action
plan of the Ecumenical programmes for the period till the centenary of the Re-
union of our church.

Try to continue actively all activities like prayer for unity octave week
conducted from 18 to 25 January, the ecumenical clergy fellowships at the
local levels, the ecumenical gatherings conducted with the co-operation of the
laity, ecumenical gatherings and prayer for unity conducted in seminaries,
religious houses, ashrams and parishes, etc. We have to work without fatigue
for the unity of the churches. For that, pray and wish that we may get the
inspiration and power of the Spirit of God. May the almighty God bless you all
abundantly.

Your humble servant in the Lord,
sd/-

® Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
& Bishop of the Eparchy Mavelikara

Catholicate Centre
23 December 2021

N.B : a. This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres
of worship during the Holy Qurbono on coming Sunday.

b. Contact No: Fr. George Thekkadayil

Secretary, Commissions for Ecumenism and Dialogue
Mob : 8277754876, 8606446080

Email : gttheckadayil@gmail.com
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