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Editorial

Decleration of Archbishop Mar Ivanios as the Venerable
&
Preparation for the Reunion Centenary Celebration - 2030

The life of Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the Father of the Malankara Reunion
Movement, the First Metropolitan Archbishop of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church & the First Archbishop of Trivandrum, inspired thousands and thousands of
people. He was the Moses of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. His life was a
testimony of divine choice guided by the providence of God. He was a mystic in
God experience and was convinced that the realization of God is nobler than the
service of God. This conviction made him a yogi-mystic. He shared this charism by
founding religious communities for men and women and it led him to begin with the
reunion movement which was the catalyst for the growth of Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. The growth of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is a sign and
miracle that the Lord gives to his people through the saintly life of Mar Ivanios.

Ever since his demise on 15" July 1953, pilgrims flock spontaneously make
visit to his tomb at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum. Thousands join the
Annual Padayatra (pilgrimage on foot) to his tomb from 10 to 15 July every year to
celebrate his commemoration.

The Cause of Canonization of Archbishop Mar Ivanios was set in motion with
the petition submitted by the Superiors of the Order of Imitation of Christ, Sisters of
the Imitation of Christ and Daughters of Mary, on 15 July 1997 to His Grace Most
Rev. Cyril Mar Baselios, the then Metropolitan- Archbishop of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. Later Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum is also joined as a
petitioner. The process of the Cause of Canonization was solemnly inaugurated in
February 1998. On 15" July 2005 the Canonical Petition to initiate the Cause of
Canonization of Mar Ivanios was submitted by the Postulator. Thus, the Eparchial
phase was started.

He was declared servant of God in the Church on 14 July 2007 by His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. In connection with commemoration of Venerable
Archbishop Mar Ivanios, a fifteen days celebration is arranged at St. Mary’s Major
Archieparchial Cathedral, Pattom, by the Office of the Canonization of Mar Ivanios
which includes prayer service at the tomb chapel, candle procession and solemn
Holy Qurbono offered by all the Bishops and Priests of the Church. Thousands of
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Editorial

faithful participate in the memorial services and receives favours at the intersession
of Venerable Mar Ivanios. The official news letter of the canonization process -
Ivanian Voice - issued by the office of the Canonization Process, testifies the favours
received by the pilgrims and faithful.

The historical commission contributed much for the preparation of the dossier.
As part of the eparchial phase the tomb opened and mortal remains were verified on
23 June 2014. The dossier, the result of the strenuous efforts put in at the Eparchial
phase, which reached the Dicastery of the Causes of the Saints in 2016, was opened
officially in 2017. Subsequently in accordance with the norms and requirements of
the Dicastery, the positio was prepared with utmost care and precision and delivered
to the Dicastery in 2021.

The purpose of the positio is to help the Dicastery to study and evaluate the
merit of the cause. Once the positio is submitted, it will be subjected to the critical
review and evaluation of two commissions: a board of historical consultors and
another one of theological consultors assigned by the Prefect of the Dicastery.
Subsequent to the individual written assessments of the historical consultors, it
undergoes acommon discussion and final voting. In the case of Mar Ivanios, though
the postulation was asked to furnish some further minor clarifications, the commission
was convinced of the *“solid historical foundation” of his “reputation of holiness’ and
“practice of heroic virtues.”

Having thus obtained the affirmative judgment of the historical consultors, the
positio was subjected, on 06 June 2023, to the scrutiny of the second commission,
that is, the theological consultors who having examined the position thoroughly, gave
a unanimous reaffirmation of the previous judgments on the practice of the heroic
virtues and the reputation of sanctity of the Servant of God.

The next two remaining steps took place, in view of attributing the title ““Venerable”
to the Servant of God, are: 1) the final discussion of the same in the Congress of the
Eminent Cardinals and Bishop members of the Dicastery for their conclusive scrutiny
and definitive judgment on the virtues of the Servant of God and ii) the approval of
the Roman Pontiff.

Itis to be noted that the approval of the virtues and the consequential attribution
of the new title do not permit the faithful to render public and ecclesiastical cult to the
new Venerable. According to the present norms, only a “blessed” or a “saint” can
be honoured with such public veneration. Prior to the attribution of either of these
titles to a confessor, however, God should perform a miracle through the intercession
of the candidate in consideration.

During the private audience that the Holy Father Pope Francis granted to the
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Decleration of Venerable Mar Ivanios..

Prefect of the Dicastery of the Causes of the Saints on March 14, 2024, His Eminence
Semeraro Cardinal Marcello presented the final result of the inquiry into the Cause
of Mar Ivanios along with that of other 5 Venerable Servants of God for beatification
and 7 Servants of God, including Mar Ivanios, for the approval of the heroic practice
of their virtues. Pope Francis approved i) the miracles, God performed through the
intercession of three Venerable Servants of God, 1) martyrdom of two Servants
of God, thus permitting to elevate all the five in these two categories to the status of
Beati (Blessed) and iii) the Virtues of seven Servants of God endorsing the
judgments of the theologians regarding the heroic practice of the virtues, granting
thus the permission to honour them with the title “Venerable” Servant of God. The
first name in this last group is that of Mar Ivanios of the Syro Malankara Church.

The Pontiff thus also authorized the Dicastery of the Causes of the Saints to
promulgate a decree on the virtues and their heroic practice by the Servant of God
Mar Gregorios Thomas Panikaruveetil of the Syro-Malankara Church, commonly
known and spoken of as Mar Ivanios.

As stated already the approval of the virtues and the granting of the title
“Venerable” do not carry with it permission to render any public cult to the Venerable.
At the same time, it does not prohibit private veneration in internal circles and making
the name and fame of Venerable Mar Ivanios known to the faithful in any way
possible. The instruction Sanctorum Mater stipulates that it “does not impede private
devotion toward the Servant of God, spontaneous spreading of his reputation of
Holiness, ... or intercessory power” (SM art. 117 §2) but to take care that it does
not induce the faithful to believe that his beatification or canonization is over or to
think that it would take place tomorrow. While thanking and praising God for what
he has done for the Cause so far, let us continue to pray earnestly that He put His
Divine signature by granting a miracle through Venerable Servant of God Mar Ivanios’
intercession which would add greater glory to God and help to the faithful.

Preparation for the Reunion Centenary Celebration - 2030

The Reunion under the leadership of Venerable Mar Ivanios from the Malankara
Orthodox Church to the Catholic Church on 20 September 1930 was the most
successful Reunion Movement in the twentieth century. The reunited Malankara
faithful, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, is preparing to celebrate its Reunion
Centenary on 20 September 2030. The 28™ Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church held from February 19 to 23 February 2024 declared the next
seven years as a renewal period for the preparation of the Reunion Centenary on 20
September 2030. The renewal period will begin on 20 September 2024 and end on
20 September 2030. Seven specific areas are indicated for the renewal based on
spiritual and pastoral needs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
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The Missionary mandate of Jesus: “Go into the entire world and proclaim the
good news to the whole Creation” (Mk.16:15) is the fundamental mission of the
Church. This fundamental mission has three dimensions: 1. Go and teach the Gospel,
2. Go and celebrate the Gospel, 3. Go and live the Gospel. Teach, celebrate, and
live the Gospel indicate three aspects of the pastoral ministry and the spiritual life:
Biblical spirituality, liturgical spirituality, and witnessing spirituality. These three themes
are dealt with in the first three years of the preparation for the Reunion Centenary.
Since family is the domestic Church and family is attacked by various groups in this
modern era, the theme of family should be addressed in the fourth year. The Church
1s missionary in its very nature. Since evangelization is the primary and fundamental
mission of the Church, mission and vocation are treated in the fifth year. Since youth
are the backbones of the Church, the sixth year is the year of the youth. Since the
seventh year is the reunion centenary year, it is the year of Thanksgiving. Based on
these seven fundamental aspects, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church declared
seven themes for the next seven years from 20 September 2024 for the renewal of
the Church in connection with the celebration of the Reunion Centenary.

1. Seven Programmes for the Reunion Centenary (2024- 2030)

1.1. Year of the Word of God (20 September 2024 to 19 September 2025):
Since the spirituality of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is based on biblical
spirituality, liturgical spirituality and witnessing spirituality, we are concentrating on
the scriptural spirituality in first year of the renewal. The main objective of this year
1s to give emphasize on the Holy Scripture, especially on the scriptural reading method,
namely Lectio Divina (Meditative reading of the Bible or Holy reading of the Holy
Scripture).

1.2. Year of the Sacraments (20 September 2025 to 19 September 2026): In this
year we concentrate more on the liturgical and the sacramental life of the faithful.
The objective is to promote proper sacramental and the liturgical knowledge,
conviction, and experience especially in baptism, confirmation, confession and holy
Qurbono.

1.3. Year of Charity (20 September 2026 to 19 September 2027): In this year
more emphasize is given to charity. The compassionate touch of Jesus should be
offered to all those who are poor, sick, downtrodden, abandoned etc., in the society.
Ahome for the homeless is the first priority of this year. In order to realize this
charity project let each parish should establish Good Samaritan groups to serve the
vulnerable people around the parish.

1.4. Year of Family (20 September 2027 to 19 September 2028): The main
objective of this year is to strengthen the relationship between the family and the
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Church, help the families to address the new challenges in family life, deepen the
spirituality of family prayer, Bible reading, observance of lent, fasting etc, promote
the sacramental life, accompany the young families to live in grace.

1.5. Year of Mission and Vocation (20 September 2028 to 19 September 2029):
The main intension of this year is to give awareness to each faithful in every parish
his/her role as a missionary. Special focus has to be given to mission visits and
generate mission funds in order to foster mission spirit among faithful. Vocation to
priesthood and religious life is another concern of this year.

1.6. Commitment Year of Children and Youth (20 September 2028 to 19
September 2029)

The Church aims to form the children with ecclesial commitment and to enable the
youth to give leadership and support to the existing and ongoing ministries of the
church.

1.7. Thanksgiving (Reunion Centenary Year) (20 September 2029 to 19
September 2030): This is the year of Reunion centenary and it will be a year of
thanksgiving. Teach the faithful more about the holiness, the monastic and the radical
spirituality of Venerable Mar Ivanios, the prophet of reunion. Make more studies
about reunion movement and its pioneers.

Year of the Word of God
(20 September 2024 to 19 September 2025)

1. Action Plan

The main objective of this year is to foster biblical spirituality. It is the need of
the time to promote the importance of the biblical spirituality and to create more
enthusiasm to the Scripture among the faithful because the focus of the Oriental
Churches is more on the liturgical spirituality. In this year, our Church concentrates
mainly to help the faithful to learn the method Lectio Divina (Meditative reading of
the Bible): It means how to read, reflect, pray, contemplate, live and witness the
Scripture or the Word of God. In this year of the Word of God, the Syro- Malankara
Catholic Church takes all the measures to teach this method of Lectio Divina. The
Church decides to include all the faithful: children, youth and adults. This method of
Lectio Divina can also be taught in every family. In addition, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church is planning to promote serious Bible studies in various means and
ways in order to empower the biblical spirituality.

1.1. Lectio Divina

Lectio Divina (Meditative reading of the Holy Scripture) was initiated by the
early Church Father Origen in the third century and further developed by St. Ambrose,
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St. Augustine and St. Benedict in the monasteries. Its importance was affirmed by
Pope Benedict X VI at the start of the twenty first century. Today this method of
bible reading is widely used in the Church. Lectio Divina has six steps, namely: 1.
Reading, 2. Reflecting, 3. Praying, 4. Contemplating, 5. Action, 6. Witnessing. Among
these six steps the first four steps were used and practiced traditionally and the last
two ways are added currently. This method means that the Holy Bible is not a book
for casual reading, rather it should be reflected, prayed, contemplated, lived, and
witnessed. This is one of the best means to create a passion among the faithful
towards the Holy Scripture. Lectio Divina is a method to encounter and experience
the person of Christ in the Scripture.

1.2. Bible Studies

To promote biblical spirituality, bible studies are inevitable. The Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church s trying to develop a culture of learning the Bible. St. Jerome says:
“the ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ” (Commentariorumin Isaiam
Libri Prol. PL 24, 17B). Therefore, the Bible studies are very important for the
spiritual growth and the renewal of the Church. We intend to provide an online Bible
diploma course comprising of 100 hours for ten thousand members in 1200 parishes
in the year of the Word of God. In short, the “Year of the Word of God” is to give
an intensive training to the faithful of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in Biblical
spirituality. Lectio Divina and intense Bible studies help the faithful to have a deeper
understanding of the Scripture and passionate experience of the person of Jesus.

1.3. Bible Preaching Ministry

The Church is planning to conduct a Bible preaching ministry for thousand
members in this year of the word of God. This ministry will help the faithful to preach
efficiently the word of God in various pastoral fields. This online Bible preaching
ministry will be for six months and those who complete successfully will receive the
certificate.

1.4. Bible Verse Writing — Parish Level

Bible verse writing competition will be conducted at parishes. Bible verses
befitting to the context will be provided. This exam will be conducted in the month of
May 2025.

1.5. Bible Reading within One year

Itis recommended to read the whole Bible in one year. There are 1334 chapters
in the Bible and if we read two chapters in the evening and two chapters in the
morning, we can finish reading the whole Bible in a year. The Bible should be read
with lighted candle in the family. We can start the Bible reading in the evening from
the Gospel of St. Mathew from the New Testament and start the morning Bible



Reading from Genesis in the Old Testament. After finishing the New Testament,
start with Psalms and Prophets.

2. Objectives

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is an Oriental Church and its spiritual life
is highly focused on the liturgical life. Though the Bible has due place in the spiritual
life of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, it is much more ritualistic and peripheral.
The Bible is not yet a passion for the faithful. The faithful of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church are facing challenges and struggles from the Pentecostals and the
Protestants regarding the Catholic faith and biblical questions. Deep Christ experience
through the Bible is lacking among the faithful. Therefore, the liturgical Spirituality of
the oriental Churches should be nourished and guided by biblical spirituality. That is
the reason why the Reunion Centenary celebration needs radical spiritual preparation
especially in the area of the Sacred Scripture. We are fostering both Bible studies
and experiencing the person of Christ through Lectio Divina. In this perspective,
we focus mainly on the following areas:

To train the method of Lectio Divina in every parish and in every apostolate.
To provide for Bible studies in online and offline platforms.

To give opportunities to learn the Bible in regional or diocesan level.

To conduct regional and diocesan Bible conventions.

To form Bible study groups in parishes.

To equip the faithful to answer the biblical questions of the Pentecostal groups.
To provide a schedule to read the Bible within one year.

To provide effective and thematic Bible passages for memorizing.

e N A

To conduct Bible quiz competition.

[S—
o

. Todevelop a culture of having a personal Bible and a habit of personal reading
of the Bible.

This year, marked as the year of the decleration of Archbishop Mar Ivanios as
venerable, and as the year of the word of God, is a blessed one for the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in a very special way.

“FOR HE LOOKED FORWARD TO THE CITY THAT HAS FOUNDATIONS,
WHOSE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER IS GOD” (HEB. 11:10)

- Editor
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SYNODAL ACTS

Twenty Eighth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(19-22 February 2024)

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(2™ May 2024)

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(14t July 2024)
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY EIGHTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 19-22 FEBRUARY 2024

Praise be to the Holy Name of God!
Your Excellencies,

I warmly welcome you to the Twenty Eighth Holy Episcopal Synod. I extend a
special word of welcome to Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios, who took charge
as the bishop of St. Ephrem, Khadki, as this is for the first time that he is participating
in the Synod. Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios was the second Superior General
of the Congregation of the Order of Imitation of Christ who is elected to the
Episcopacy. On this occasion, I would like to express my appreciation for the various
Episcopal ministries and hard work of Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, who
rendered commendable service as the bishop and the administrator of the Eparchy
of St. Ephrem Khadki — Pune.

The challenges and threats that the Church faces from within and without, there is
also the growing tendency to question the traditional systems and values. We should
recognize the loss of the spiritual strength of the Church in our time and the problems
resulting from the ambiguity in faith matters in our day today life. These are the
challenges to decline of the spirit of asceticism and also the decline in the number of
holy religious in our Church. Each one of the Synodal Fathers should have an
extraordinary commitment and dedication in protecting the values of our Church in
these days. All the challenges related to faith should be dealt with proper conviction
and care. We should be aware of the extreme difficulty that the Episcopal ministry
involves. On this occassion I would like to inform about the various crisis in 2024
and it would be given to the providence of God. Invoking the assistance of the Holy
Spirit and the intercession of Mother of God I declare the 28™ Synod open.

® Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

TWENTY-EIGHTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
19 - 22 February 2024

REPORT
1. PRELIMINARY PART

The 28™ Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod was held at the Catholicate Centre,
Pattom, from 19" to 22" February 2024. The Holy Episcopal Synod began with a
half-a-day recollection from 9.00 am to 12.30 pm led by Rev. Fr. George
Kochuparampil OFM in which all the Synod Fathers participated.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Father and Head of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, convoked the 28" Holy Episcopal Synod at
3.00 pm. The members present at the Synod were: His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos (Secretary), Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose, Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios, Most Rev. Antony Mar
Silvanos, Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom (Emeritus), and Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios (Emeritus). Most Rev.
Antony Mar Silvanos, the Curia Bishop and Chancellor, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude warmly welcomed the Fathers of the Holy Episcopal Synod and
invoked the assistance of the Holy Spirit for all the sessions. HB extended a special
word of welcome to Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios, Bishop of St. Ephrem
Khadki- Pune, as this was for the first time that he was participating in the Synod.
HB mentioned that Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios was the second Superior
General of the Congregation of the Order of Imitation of Christ who was elected to
the Episcopacy. HB appreciated the various Episcopal ministries and hard work of
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, the former bishop and the administrator of the
Eparchy of St. Ephrem Khadki — Pune.

In the inaugural session, HB pointed out the challenges and threats that the
Church faces from within and without, and also the growing tendency to question
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28" Holy Episcopal Synod

the traditional systems and values. HB remarked about the loss of the spiritual strength
of the Church in our time and the problems resulting from the ambiguity in faith
matters in our day today life. HB also pointed out the decline of the spirit of asceticism
and also the decline in the number of holy religious in our Church. HB added that
each one of the Synodal Fathers should have an extraordinary commitment and
dedication in protecting the values of our Church in these days. HB informed that all
the challenges related to faith should be dealt with proper conviction and care. HB
said that all the bishops should be aware of the extreme difficulty that the Episcopal
ministry involves. HB informed about the various crisis in 2024 and it would be
given to the providence of God. Invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and the
intercession of Mother of God HB declared the 28" Synod open.

2. Presentation of the Agenda

A A o e

—_
— O

—_—
[\

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Inaugural Address & Welcome : His Beatitude
Evaluation of the Report

Submission of Catholicos Day Offerings

Meeting with Religious Superiors General

Discussion on Reunion Centenary Action Plan

Meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions
Liturgical Matters

Meeting with the Seminarians

Meeting with the Seminary Staff

. Discussion on Surat Parish issue
. Meeting with Finance Officers
. Talk on FCRA & Financial discipline for Bishops & Finance Officers:

Mr. Johny Pallivathukkal CA)

The administration & Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
New Secretaries to Synodal Commissions

Ongoing Formation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Priests - Evaluation
Appointment of new Regents

Planning of common celebrations

15 July - Mar Ivanios Day

Reunion- 20 September

Discussion on Youth Catechesis Schema

Bethany Sisters’ Centenary Celebration

Formation of Pastoral Council on the Church level

Accepting priests from a special group in the eparchy of Puttur
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Report

24. Any other subjects with the approval of the President
25. Concluding Address of His Beatitude
The agenda was presented, and it was unanimously agreed upon by the Fathers
of the Synod and it was decided that if new topics came up, they could be discussed
during the common discussion.The report of the 27" ordinary HES was read and
discussed and was passed unanimously.

Proposed by Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios
Supported by Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas

The report of the extraordinary Synod on 20 September 2023 held at
Muvattupuzha was presented and passed unanimously.

Proposed by Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios
Supported by Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos

3. Submission of the Catholicos Day offering

Before submitting the Catholicos Day collection, the HES discussed the tax
policy of the Government regarding contributions from one Registered Trust/Society
to another. After the discussion the HES decided to get further clarification from Mr.
Johney Pallivathukkal CA who is an expert in income tax related issues. HES also
decided that the Catholicos day offering of this year would be given after 31% March
2024, the end of the financial year. Though some eparchies already presented the
cheques, it would be credited after 31* March 2024.

4. Discussion on Reunion Centenary action plan

Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos presented the Reunion Centenary celebration
action plan. He mentioned about the Reunion Centenary on 20" September 2030.
He presented 7 years renewal program from 20® September 2024 to 20" September
2030.

1. Year of the Word of God (20" September 2024 to 19™ September 2025)

The main objective of this year would be Lectio Divina emphasizing the
meditative reading of the Holy Scripture, Bible studies, memorizing Bible verses,
etc.

2. Year of the Sacraments (20" September 2025 to 19" September 2026)

The main purpose of this year would be promotion of sacramental life through
liturgical celebrations.

3. Year of Charity (20" September 2026 to 19" September 2027)

The main focus of this year would be on charity, emphasizing the compassionate
touch of Jesus to the poor, the sick, the downtrodden, the abandoned, etc.
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4.

Year of Family (20™ September 2027 to 19" September 2028)

The main emphasis of this year would be on family life emphasizing the spiritual
and ecclesial life of the Family, the challenges faced by the modern family, etc.

Year of Mission and Vocation (20" September 2028 to 19" September 2029)

The main aim of this year would be Evangelization emphasizing the missionary
vocation of the Church and religious and priestly vocation.

Year of Children and Youth (20" September 2028 to 19" September 2029)

The main focus of this year would be on Children and youth emphasizing the
ecclesial commitment and the God experience of Children and youth through
the Church. The two themes of ‘Mission and Vocation’ and ‘Children and Youth’
would be dealt with in the same year, namely, from 20" September 2028 to
19 September 2029.

Year of Reunion Centenary (20" September 2029 to 19" September 2030)

The main goal of the year would be thanksgiving for Reunion Movement
emphasizing the monastic and the holy life of Venerable Mar Ivanios, highlighting
the ministries of the pioneers of the Reunion Movement and pilgrim visit to the
tombs of Venerable Mar Ivanios and other bishops.

The Synodal fathers discussed the Reunion Celebration project in detail and various
suggestions were presented.

The theme for vocation should be highlighted

Faith formation could be added to this theme

The year of Sacrament could be changed into the year of liturgy

The year of Children and youth could be added.

The topic of devotional piety could be added to the liturgical year

Studies on Venerable Mar Ivanios should be started in the year 2024 itself

Three bishops should be in charge of each year, one as Chairman and two as
vice chairmen

The history of our Church should be presented in a book and should be published
before 2030 and the contributions of our Church - educational, medical, social,
spiritual, etc. - should be included in it.

Lineamenta and Instrumentum laboris should be prepared and published in
each year both in English and in Malayalam

The third Ecclesial Assembly could be conducted in one of these coming years.

The activities of each year should be published in the print media

Meeting of Vicars General and district Vicars should be conducted each year
18
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- Apriest should be appointed for coordinating the programs for all these seven
years and he should stay at the Catholicate Centre

- There should be a team staying at the Catholicate Centre to record the day
today events related to the celebration, both in the digital and written form.

- The Lineamenta and Instrumentum laboris should be prepared before Easter.

The HES appointed Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios Chairman and Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Eusebius and Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos vice chairmen to organize
the year of the Word of God. The Curia bishop will be the coordinator for the next
seven years.

5. Meeting with Finance Officers of the Eparchies

HB invoked a special meeting of the finance offices of each Eparchy of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church during the 27" HES and they had been asked to
inform the HES regarding the present financial liabilities and bank loans of each
Eparchy. All the finance officers of the Syro Malankara Catholic Church except
from the Eparchy of USA and Canada presented the liabilities and bank loans of
each Eparchy before the HES and gave a report to HB. Most Rev. Philipose Mar
Stephanos presented the financial situation of his Eparchy. HB remarked that this
meeting of the finance officers helped a lot to know the real financial situation of
each Eparchy.

6. Talk on Financial Discipline (Mr. Johney Pallivathukkal CA)

As per the invitation of the HES, Mr. Johney Pallivathukkal CA gave a lecture
on financial discipline to all the fathers of the Synod and the finance officers of each
Eparchy during the Synod. He emphasized the importance of financial credibility in
our Church. He added that financial management and administration should be
included in the curriculum of the seminary. He underlined the importance of the law
of the land and the need to keep the law. He said that the Church should be
accountable to many, especially to the government system and the canon law of the
Church. He added that religious freedom and religious activities should be in
accordance with the law of the land. He mentioned that the administration and the
accounts of the religious organizations should be in accordance with the law of the
land. He informed that we should check three things before buying a plot of land:
social desirability, technical feasibility and financial viability.

He further explained the directives regarding the new FCRA provisions, 12 A
registration, TDS, Property tax, building tax, Form 9A, Darpan registration, etc..
After the class HB thanked Mr. Johney Pallivathukal CA for his valuable information
and his concern for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
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7. Youth Catechesis

Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos presented a schema for the youth catechesis.
The main points of the schema were:

1. Existence of God

2. Uniqueness of Christ as God and Man

3. The fullness of Church in the Catholic Church
4. The Bible

5. The Liturgy

6. Moral issues

7. Church History

8. Practical exercise for God experience

He suggested that the format of the text would be in a question-answer mode.
He added that all these contents would be presented in two separate texts for two
years’ study. The first three themes would be in the first text and the other topics
would be in the second text. After discussion the HES decided that the draft of the
text be presented in the extraordinary synod on September 20, 2024. The HES
appointed Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius and
Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios to study the text and to present it to the Synod.
These three bishops would be in charge of the preparation of the text. The HES
proposed that the text could be made available by June 2025.

8. Liturgical Matters

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos informed about the completion of the printing
of the English text for the liturgy of the hour for Lent. He added that the
PerunalKramam (AnduThaksa) was translated into English in USA and this text
could be given to the liturgical commission for further correction and study and this
text would be published officially. HB said that all the liturgical texts in all the languages,
including transliteration, should be published with the proper approval of the Church.
The HES suggested that the Qurbono Taksa in English should be made available to
the participants in the celebration of the Malankara Holy Qurbono during the next
CBCI general assembly. HB mentioned that all our bishops should be extremely
careful about the liturgical matters and the rubrics should be followed diligently. HB
informed about the prohibition of small hand cross by priests during the Holy Qurbono
and added that this message should be communicated to all concerned.

9. Pastoral Council of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

The HES had a discussion on the formation of a pastoral council for the
Malankara Catholic Church and proposed 51 members from various categories of
the Church members.
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Pastoral council secretaries of 12 Eparchies:
President of MCA:

President of MCYM:

President of MCMF:

Superiors General of Religious congregations:
(OIC-1, SIC-1, DM-1)
Nominated persons from the laity:

Three Eparchial Priests:
Trivandrum Province - Vicar General:

Tiruvalla Province- Presbyteral Council Secretary:

Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom Gurgaon- Delhi,
St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune:

Elected Women: Trivandrum Province:

Tiruvalla Province:

Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom Gurgaon- Delhi,
St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune:

Elected members from: Gulf:

Europe:
Oceana:

10. Major Seminary Rector:

11. All the Bishops of the Syro Malankara Catholic Church:

Report

[\

— e e e
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Total Members

51

The duration of this Church Pastoral Council would be three years. The first

meeting of the Council would be on 20" September 2024 at the Catholicate Centre,
Trivandrum.

10. Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukammootil, the Finance officer, presented the accounts

Proposed by: Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Seconded by: Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios

of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. After the discussion the Fathers of the Synod
spoke about the need of presenting the accounts of the Curia during the period
between the Synod session and 31* March, the end of the financial year. The account
was unanimously approved.

HES discussed the salary of the staff at the Catholicate Centre. The minimum
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salary should be Rs. 15000.00 and a 20% hike must be made in the salary of other
staff members who are receiving Rs.15000.00 at present. The honorarium for the
sisters and the priests should be Rs. 8000.00.

11. Appointments of Regents
Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignatios agreed to provide one brother from Mavelikara

and Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos agreed to provide one brother from Marthandam
to do regency service at the Catholicate Centre.

12. New Secretaries for Commission

HES decided to give an extension of one more term (three years) to Rev. Fr.
Benedict Moozhikkara OIC as the Executive Secretary of Suvisesha Sangam.

HES decided to appoint Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kochuvilayil, president of
the Ordinary Tribunal.

13. Discussion on the priests and the faithful from a special group in the

Eparchy of Puttur

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios presented the pastoral issue regarding
the priests and the faithful who wanted to join the Syro Malankara Catholic Church.
There are 7 priests and 7 communities (350 families) who wish to be members of
our Church. HES discussed the matter and decided to receive these communities
and the priests to the Eparchy of Puttur. The priests shall be received not as priests,
but as pastors and their status would be decided later. At present they would serve
as members of the Minor Orders in our Church. The Major Archieparchy offered to
pay the allowance of three of those priests, the Eparchy of Bathery, of two of them
and the Eparchy of USA —Canada, of the remaining one.

14. Meeting of the Synodal Commission Secretaries
HB welcomed the secretaries of the Synodal Commissions and appreciated
their service for the good of the Church. The following commission secretaries
presented their reports before the Fathers of the Synod.
1. Synodal Commission for Liturgy: Rev Dr. Issac Parappallil
2 Synodal Commission for Theology: Rev. Dr. Jolly Karimpil
3. (a) Synodal Commission for Evangelization: Sr. Dr. Mary Prasad DM
(b) Suvisesha Sangam: Rev. Fr. Benedict Moozhikkara OIC
4. Synodal Commission for Bible: Rev Dr. Cyril Anand Moroth OIC

5. (a) Synodal Commission for Eccumenism and Dialogue:
Rev. Fr. George Thekkadayil

(b) Commission for Dialogue: Rev. Dr. Thomas Prasobh Kolliyelil OIC
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Synodal Commission for Clergy: Rev. Fr. Thomas Mukalumpurath
Synodal Commission for Religious: Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Kuttiyil

Synodal Commission for Laity: Mr. Jacob Punnose IPS

. Synodal Commission for Youth: Rev. Dr. Prabheesh George Mekkarikkath
10. (a) Synodal Commission for Family: Rev. Fr. Mathew Arackal.

© N o

In the absence of Fr. Mathew Arackal, the report was presented by Mrs. Gigi
Mathai, the president of MCMEF.

(b) Apostolate of Accompanying Young Families:
Rev. Fr. Thomas Madakammoottil

11. (a) Synodal Commission for Faith Formation: Rev. Fr. Joseph Valliyatt
(b) Apostolate of MCCL: Rev. Fr. Samuel Pazhavoorpadickal

12. Synodal Commission for Vocation: Rev. Dr. John Kuttiyil

13. Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation: Rev. Dr. Gigi Philip
Charivupurayidam

14. Synodal Commission for Education: Prof. Benedict. Most Rev. Joseph Mar
Thomas, the Chairman presented the report in the absence of the Secretary.

15. Synodal Commission for Social Apostolate: Rev. Fr. George Vettikattil

16. Synodal Commission for Health: Rev. Sr. Theres SIC

17. Synodal Commission for Communication and Media: Rev. Fr. John Thottathil
18. Synodal Commission for Migrants: Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukkammoottil

After the presentation of the report HB delivered his concluding message. HB
said that the commission members should go back with positive energy after each
meeting of the Synodal secretaries. HB said that the number of commission members
shall not exceed 15 and every commission should have a consultative body with
more members. The members of the commission should be selected by the chairman
and secretary and the list should be approved by the Synod. HB suggested that the
members of the commission should have a positive approach in their deliberations.
HB proposed that the qualified laity of our Church should be promoted and accepted.
Moreover, the women leaders should get proper acknowledgement in the Church.
Each member of the commission should empower the Church by his or her service
in the commission. HB suggested that more focus should be laid on the diocesan
programs than on the central programs. He urged that the offices at the Catholicate
Centre should be better utilized. He proposed that the theology of our Church should
be taught through our official channel and website and not through any private channel.
HB presented the Reunion centenary renewal programs and action plans for the
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next 7 years. HB informed that the Reunion centenary renewal programs of each
year should be under the guidance of the Coordinator, namely the Curia Bishop and
the Chairman and the two vice chairmen. HB added that the year of the Word of
God would be from 20 September 2024 to 19 September 2025 and the inauguration
would be during the reunion celebration at Parassala. HB advised that each
commission should be involved in the programs of the Year of the Word of God. HB
highlighted the need of regular meetings of the commissions and a more serious
approach. HB thanked all the secretaries for their commitment and service and
concluded the meeting with prayer and with his apostolic blessing.

15. Meeting with the Staff and the Seminarians

HB and the Fathers of the Synod visited the St. Mary’s Malankara Major
Seminary and met the staff and the students. During the meeting with the staff HB
welcomed the Rector and the staff. Rev. Fr. Gigi Philip Charivupurayidam, the rector,
presented the report of the seminary. He remarked that the academic standard of
the seminary is commendable.The seminary has at present 11 resident priests, two
sisters and 37 visiting professors serving in the seminary. After completing the term
as Rector, Rev. Fr. Sunny Mathew Kavuvila returned to his diocese and Rev. Fr.
Gigi Philip Charivupurayidam took charge as the new Rector. There are three spiritual
fathers presently serving in the seminary, namely Rev. Fr. Jim Thomas OCD, Rev.
Fr. Godjoy, and Rev. Fr. Michel Ouseph. In the academic year 2023-2024 there
have been a total of 100 seminarians in the seminary. The Rector also mentioned
about the various social, cultural, and spiritual programs conducted in this academic
year. He thanked the HES for the care and support given to the seminary.

Rev. Fr. Raju Parukoor, the finance officer, presented the financial report. After
discussion the report was approved by the HES. Rev. Fr. Rector conveyed his
concerns about the lack of resident professors in the seminary. He said that the
seminary lacked four resident professors in Canon Law, Moral Theology, Sacred
Scripture and Dogmatic Theology. He added that the seminarians needed to improve
their proficiency in English language. He thanked the HES and the meeting was
concluded with the blessing of the HB.

HB addressed the seminarians in the seminary chapel and all the bishops, and
the staff members participated in the gathering. HB spoke about the seven-year
action plan of the reunion centenary. HB urged the seminarians to cooperate and
work together with the action plan of the Church for Reunion centenary. He thanked
all the seminarians and the staff and concluded the meeting with prayer and the
apostolic blessing.
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16. Discussion on Common Celebration

The HES decided to celebrate July 15, the day of commemoration of Venerable
Mar Ivanios as usual. The Celebration would start from 1* July onwards and Syro-
Malabar and Latin Qurbono should be included as usual. HES decided to invite His
Beatitude Mar Raphel Thattil, the Father and the Head of the Syro-Malabar Church
as the chief guest and the reception would be accorded from the front gate of the
Cathedral. HES mentioned that the padayathra should be emphasized in the context
of the elevation of Mar Ivanios as Venerable.

HES discussed the reunion day celebration and decided that it would be on
September 20, 21 as usual. The HES suggested that the meetings of the various
apostolates would be in the morning from 8.30 to 10.30 am. The Holy Qurbono
would begin from 10.30 am and the program could be concluded by 1.30 pm.
MCYM, MCA and MCCL should arrange their meetings in the morning itself. HES
opined that the Suvisesha Sandhya could be conducted on 20" September evening.
HES suggested that the opening of the Centenary of the Bethany Sisters could be
announced during the concluding meeting of the Reunion celebration. HB informed
that the centenary inauguration of the Bethany congregation of the sisters would be
in Tiruvalla and the concluding ceremony would be in Trivandrum. HES decided to
inaugurate the year of the Word of God on 21* September during the Reunion Day
celebration. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius explained the details of the Reunion
celebration which is to be held at the VPS Malankara Higher Secondary school
ground, Vengannor in the Eparchy of Parasala.

HES decided the hosting Eparchies of the Reunion celebrations till 2030 as
follows:
2025: Eparchy of Pathanamthitta
2026: Eparchy of St Ephrem Khadki —Pune
2027: Eaprchy of Bathery
2028: Eparchy of Mavelikkara
2029: Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
2030: Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum

17. Ongoing Formation of Priests “Hudotho”

Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, the Curia Bishop, presented the report of the
ongoing formation of the priests conducted at the Catholicate Centre. He shared
that the Synodal Commission for Clergy and the Curia bishop together took the
responsibility of the ongoing formation. He informed that four batches completed
their program with a total of 190 participants from the year of ordination 2010-
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2018. He said that the next batches would be of the ordination years 2019-2022
and 2000-2009. HE added that there would be 7 batches in the year 2024.

18. Fourth Year Seminary Formation

The HES decided that the fourth-year formation of the seminarians in various
Eparchies should be together at the Bethlehem Boys’s Homein Kattakada in the
Eparchy of Parasala with intention of improving the quality of their English language.
The HES also discussed the financial needs and suggested asking contributions from
well wishers in USA, Gulf and various cities in India.

19. Meeting with the Major Superiors

The HES invited all the major superiors and provincials of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church for a meeting together with the Synodal Fathers. HB welcomed the
Superior General of the Bethany Ashram and the Mothers General and Provincial
Superiors. The first session was with the religious congregation of sisters and with
the representative of Franciscan Brothers. Mother General Rev. Sr. Ardra SIC and
five provincial Superiors participated in the meeting from the Congregation of the
Bethany Sisters. Mother Lydia and 6 provincials participated in the meeting from
the DM Congregation. Rev. Sr. Annamma, Provincial Superior of the Holy Spirit
Congregation and Rev. Bro. Dominic, representative of the Franciscan Brothers
also participated in the meeting.

Rev. Sr. Mother Ardra SIC

She presented the report of the Congregation of the Bethany Sisters. She
informed that the Congregation has presently five Provinces, 180 Convents and
798 Sisters in total. Various renewal and spiritual programs have been initiated as
part of the preparation for the centenary celebration of the Congregation. The theme
for the centenary would be “Renew, Unite and Evangelize”. She informed that Bethany
Sisters are doing pastoral ministry in 489 parishes and that the Sisters are involved
in various pastoral ministries in India and abroad. The Sisters do the educational
ministry in 77 schools and 49353 students benefit from this ministry. The
Congregation, through the Generalate and the Provinces spent around Rupees 9
Cores for social activities the previous year. Some of the challenges that the
Congregation faces presently are lack of vocation, the Sisters advancing in age, lack
of commitment among the young generation, etc..

Rev. Sr. Mother Lydia DM

She presented the report of the DM congregation. She informed that the
Congregation has presently six Provinces, 200 Convents, 910 Sisters and 67
candidates.The Sisters serve in 643 parishes and missions.There are 252 sisters
engaged in the educational ministry in 39 schools and a total of 25226 students
benefit from this ministry. The Congregation is running 5 hospitals and 7 dispensaries
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and there are 156 sisters active in this ministry. The DM Sisters are engaged in
various other ministries such as doing social service, running old age homes, special
schools, boys and girls home etc. 19 houses were newly built and 16 houses were
partially built in the current year. There are 71 DM sisters involved in Suvisesha
Sangam. Mother Lydia requested the HES to include the death anniversary of Msgr.
Joseph Kuzhinjalil, in the Church liturgical calendar.

Bro Dominic (Fransiscan Brothers)

Bro. Dominic presented the report about the Franciscan Brothers’ Trivandrum
Province. There are a total of 40 brothers in the province and a total of four
communities in the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the Eparchy of Parassala.

Rev. Sr. Annamma: Provincial Holy Spirit

Rev. Sr. Annamma presented the report about the Holy Spirit Sisters. There
are 266 sisters in two provinces in India. The sisters are involved in various apostolates
such as hospital ministry, pastoral ministry, family renewal ministry, education ministry,
youth ministry, social service, running old age homes, children’s homes, rehabilitation
centers for the mentally challenged etc. There are a total of 15 Holy Spirit communities
serving in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

HB urged the Mothers General and the Provincials to publish the details of the
social service activities of the congregation/provinces every year along with the social
apostolate report of the Syro Malankara Catholic Church. The provincials requested
that the burial service liturgy for the sisters be updated and translated into English as
well. HB thanked all and concluded the meeting with his apostolic blessing.

Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Kuttiyil OIC : Bethany Fathers’ Congregation

The meeting of the Superior General and the Provincials of the Bethany Fathers’
Congregation with the HES was arranged separately. Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Kuttiyil,
the Superior General, presented the report of the Congregation. On 12 December
Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil was appointed Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Ephrem,
Khadki-Pune and Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Kuttiyil was appointed the new Superior
General.

20. Report of the Surat Issue

HES had appointed Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios as president and Most
Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos as secretary of the commission to study and present
report to the HES on the issues regarding the Bethany school, Surat and the Syro
Malankara Catholic Parish, Surat. The commission conducted careful study and
had discussion with all the parties concerned. Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos
presented the report to the HES. After the discussion HES authorized HB Moran
Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis to reach solutions on the basis of the report.
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21. Discussion on Common Topics

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas informed about a seminar on education at
MACFAST College Tiruvalla on 27" February 2024. He informed that HB Moran
Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis would inaugurate the seminar, and he suggested
participation of at least 10 members from each Eparchy. He suggested that the
participants must be intellectually outstanding.

HES suggested that after retirement all priests are supposed to stay at the clergy
home and only those priests would be taken care of by the Eparchy. HES suggested
that if need be, each bishop could arrange the allowance of the priests from the
parishes of the Eparchy and even the amount also could be decided according to
the special situations.

- The HES decided unanimously to propose to change the status of the St.
Chrysostom Gurgaon-Delhi Eparchy as Teritorium Proprio. All the 16 bishops
voted unanimously in this regard.

- The HES discussed the issue of the same sex blessing proposed by the CDF and
expressed deep concern regarding the same in the context of India. The Syro
Malankara Catholic Church should be very cautious in promoting such practices.

- The HES decided to give Rs. 350,000/- from the Catholicate Centre to Nilackal
Trust as contribution

- Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios expressed his gratitude to all the bishops
who participated in the Episcopal ordination and installation ceremony. He also
expressed concern over the financial situation of his Eparchy and the lack of
sufficient clergy for pastoral ministry and mission. HES suggested him to ask each
bishop personally for sparing priests. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius suggested
that the death anniversary of Rt. Rev. Cheppatt Philipos Ramban could be made
the Sunday School Teachers’ Day in our Church. HES proposed to make a
decision on this later. Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos suggested that a Sunday
be declared as the Sunday of Suvisesha Sangham. The proposal was not accepted
by the HES as too many Sundays of the year have already been set apart for
special themes. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios shared his need for more
priests to carry out various apostolates in his Eparchy.

- HES decided that the fourth-years eminary formation for the whole Church would
be conducted at the Kattakada boys’home and it shall start in June 2024.
22. Concluding Message of His Beatitude

In his concluding message HB mentioned that the public acceptance that our Church
enjoys is based on our unity and solidarity and we are bound to keep this unity
intact. HB cautioned that we should not allow the often harmful social media inputs

28



Report

to affect adversely our relation with our sister Churches and other religions. We
should be concerned about the increasing religious fundamentalism and terrorism in
India. We should be able to exercise true religious freedom and the values of true
democracy. The farmers in high range areas and in the Malabar forest areas are
facing real threat for their lives. HB expressed the solidarity of the Church with the
people in these areas. HB urged the Government should do all that is needed in
order to protect their lives and their wealth. HB expressed condolences and prayers
of the Church for the families who lost their dear ones during the recent attack of the
wild animals. HB congratulated Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas for the timely
intervention, in the name of the Church, in the context of the attack of wild animals in
the area of his Eparchy. HB urged the Church to be always thankful for the immense
graces that we as a Church is blessed to enjoy. HB expressed the wish that the
forthcoming seven years of preparation will be a time of renewal and purification of
our Church. By invoking the intercession of Mother Mary and Venerable Mar Ivanios,
HB thanked all the Fathers of the Synod for their support and encouragement. HB
wished and prayed that all the ministries of our Church be for the good of all the
people and of the society. HB declared the closing of the 28" HES at 5.00 pm on
Thursday with his apostolic blessing.

Decisions of the 28" Ordinary Episcopal Synod

1. Execute a 7years action plan for the preparation of the Reunion Centenary
celebrations from 2024 to 2030 with the following yearly themes.
Year for the Word of God: 20" September 2024 to 19" September 2025;
Year of the sacraments: 20™ September 2025 to 19" September 2026;
Year of Charity (Mercy): 20" September 2026 to 19" September 2027;
Year of Family: 20" September 2027 to 19" September 2028

Year of Mission (religious and priestly vocation): 20" September 2028 to 19"
September 2029.

Year of Reunion centenary: 20" September 2029 to 20" September 2030.

2. Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios was nominated as Chairman and Most Rev.
Vincent Mar Paulos and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius as vice chairmen for
the Year of the Word of God in 2024-2025. Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos,
Curia Bishop, would act as the coordinator of the pastoral action plan. HES
also decided to appoint a priest as secretary, staying at the Catholicate Centre,
to execute this action plan.

3. HES decided to prepare and present a youth catechism text on 20" September
2024 and the HES authorized Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, Most Rev.
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10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.

Thomas Mar Eusebius and Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios to proceed
with this task.

HES decided that all the liturgical books (translation/transliteration) used for
public services in our Church should be published with proper approval and the
imprimatur of the Father and the Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

In the liturgical matters what is not in conformity with the thookasa is not
permitted and the Eparchial bishops shall attend to this seriously. Bishops shall
take extra care when they celebrate the liturgy. Priests who create discord in
this matter must be strongly dealt with and the faithful who create confusion in
liturgical discipline must be timely corrected.

Two brothers from Mavelikara and Marthandam Eparchies would help next
year in the Catholicate Centre as Regents.

HES decided to appoint Rev. Dr. George Thomas as president of the Ordinary
Tribunal of the Church.

HES authorized the Bishop of Puttur to proceed with the recent evangelization
move with a special group but to be carried out with caution and in the proper
way.

HES agreed to appoint new resident professors in Malankara Major Seminary.

It also authorized the procurator to do the needful to renovate the Seminary
toilets. HES suggested the presentation of a yearly budget of the Seminary.

HES decided to commemorate the death anniversary of Mar Ivanios on 15"
July as usual with Padayathra. His Beatitude Mar Raphel Thattil would be the
chief guest.

HES decided to celebrate the reunion anniversary on 21" September at Parassala.
The Eparchy of Parassala would host the event. The gatherings of MCCL,
MCYM, MCA shall be conducted from 8 am. to 10.30 am. The Holy Qurbono
of the Reunion celebratlhon will be held at 10.30.am. The Suvisesha Sandhya
will be conducted on 20 evening.

HES decided to form Syro-Malankara Catholic Pastoral Council which would
be the Pastoral Council of the Church, consisting of 51 members with Bishops
and reEresentatlves of Priests, Religious and Laity. The first meeting would be
on 20 September 2024 at the Catholicate Centre.

HES decided on the venues for the Reunion Anniversary Celebrations in the
coming years: 2025-Pathanamthitta, 2026-St. Ephrem Khadi-Pune, 2027 —
Bathery, 2028-Mavelikara, 2029 — Tiruvalla, 2030- Trivandrum.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Report

HES decided to conduct the fourth-year course of the minor seminary at
Kattakada with special emphasis on English language coaching. The costs would
be shared by each Eparchy according to the number of students.

HES decided to publish a common report on the social service activities of the
Congregations in the Church and of the Eparchies from next year on.

HES decided to include the date of the death anniversary of Msgr. Joseph
Kuzhinjalil in the liturgical calendar of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

HES decided to revise the order of the funeral service of the religious sisters
and to publish it in English also.

HES decided to settle the issue of the Surat Parish and the Mary Matha School
Surat. H.B. Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos shall take the final decision
on the basis of the report of the Commission constituted by the HES.

¥ Antony Mar Silvanos *® Thomas Mar Koorilos
Chancellor HES Secretary
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY EIGHTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 19 - 22 FEBRUARY 2024

Dear Bishops,

We are coming to the conclusion of the 28" Episcopal Synod. On this occasion |
would like to emphasize one thing that the public acceptance that our Church enjoys
is based on our unity and solidarity and we are bound to keep this unity intact. We
should not allow the often harmful social media inputs to affect adversely our relation
with our sister Churches and other religions. We should be concerned about the
increasing religious fundamentalism and terrorism in India. We should be able to
exercise true religious freedom and the values of true democracy.

The farmers in high range areas and in the Malabar forest areas are facing real threat
for their lives. I express the solidarity of our Church with the people in these areas.
The Government should do all that is needed in order to protect their lives and their
wealth. I express condolences and prayers of our Church for the families who lost
their dear ones during the recent attack of the wild animals. In the name of the
Church, I appreciate Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas for the timely intervention in
the context of the attack of wild animals in the area of his Eparchy.

As a Church, we should always be thankful for the immense graces that we as a
Church is blessed to enjoy. I wish that the forthcoming seven years of preparation
will be a time of renewal and purification of our Church. Dear Bothren bishops, I
thank you all for your support and encouragement. I wish and pray that all the
ministries of our Church be for the good of all the people and of the society. Invoking
God’s blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of
God, on all and the Church, I declare the HES closed.

% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(2" May 2024 at St. John’s Metropolitan Cathedral)

REPORT

The extraordinary HES of the Syro Malankara Catholic Church was held on
2" May 2024 at 10.00 am at St. John’s metropolitan Cathedral conference hall.
The members who participated in the Synod were: His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos (Secretary), Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar
Thomas, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Mathews Mar Pachomios,
Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos, and Most
Rev. Abraham Mar Julios (Emeritus). The absence of Most Rev. Philipose Mar
Stephanos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Makarios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom was
approved legitimate. Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, the Curia Bishop and
Chancellor, recorded the minutes.

HB started the Synod with a prayer and cordially welcomed all the fathers of
the Synod. HB thanked Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos for inviting all the bishops
for participating the Archdiocesan Day. HB explained the context of the extraordinary
Synod at Tiruvalla on 2" May 2024. HB shared that the HES discussed many times
the pastoral situation in Europe, especially that of UK. HB explained further the
details of the Pastoral situation in Europe. Out of the sixteen bishops 9 were present
for the session and other 7 bishops would give the voting in mail.

Subsecreto Session
St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary:

After the Subsecretto Matter HB presented the need of appointing the new chairman,
managing Trustee and secretary, Procurator and Treasurer. HES unanimously resolved
to constitute the governing body of the St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary
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consisting of the following persons to administer the affairs of the seminary from this
day onwards:

1. Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos (Chairman)
2. Rev. Fr. Jolly Philip Karimpil (Managing Trustee and Secretary)
3. Rev. Fr. Raju Parukkoor (Procurator and Treasurer)

HES resolved further that the authorized signatories for the bank account in the
name of St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary will be Fr. Jolly Philip Karimpil and Fr.
Raju Parukkoor and the authorized signatories be and are hereby authorized to
honor cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, promissory notes and other negotiable
instruments signed drawn, accepted or made on behalf of the trust.

HES resolved further that the bank account will be operated by the authorized
signatories, any one of them individually or jointly (as the case may be)

These officers shall hold office until the Synod appoints another person in their
place. This specific session of the HES is concluded by 11.30 a.m. with a concluding
prayer and the apostolic blessing of HB.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
HES Secretary.
¥ Antony Mar Silvanos
Chancellor and Curia Bishop
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(14" July 2024 at Catholicate Centre, Pattom)

REPORT

The extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro Malankara Catholic Church
was held on 14" July 2024 at 8.30 pm with a prayer at the Synodal Hall of the
Catholicate Centre, Pattom. The members who participated in the Synod were: His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the
Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary), Most Rev. Joshua Mar
Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Re. Yoohanon
Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Mathews Mar
Pachomios, Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos,
and Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios (Emeritus) Most Rev. Yoohanon Mor
Chrysostom (Emeritus). The absence of Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos Most
Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios was approved legitimate. Most Rev. Antony Mar
Silvanos, the Curia Bishop and Chancellor, recorded the minutes.

HB welcomed all the fathers of the Synod and HB shared his experience of the
Padayathra Pilgrimage of Venerable Mar Ivanios from Mundanmala to Trivandrum.
HB said that he could experience the enthusiasm of the young people during pilgrim
walk from Mundanmala to Pattam Kabar. HB added that many young people
participated in this padayathra with deeper hope in the intercession of Venerable
Mar Ivanios.

HB presented the matter related to Teritorium Proprio of the Eparchy of St. John
Chrisostom Gurgaon- Delhi. HB said the HES already presented all the details
regarding the Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom Gurgaon-Delhi for the Teritorium
Proprio to the Dicastery of the Oriental Churches. The Dicastery of the Oriental
Churches again asked for a detailed report of the involvement of other Eparchies
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and congregations in the area of finance and other pastoral help by proving the
priests. HB again explained this matter asked to vote again in this cause. All the 14
bishops voted unanimously in favour of this cause and HB said that the opinion of
the other two bishops could be collected through mail. HB said that he would present
all these matters again to the Dicastery. HB red the letter of His Eminance Cardinal
Claudio Gugerotti, the prefect of the Dicastery for the Oriental Churches, regarding
the pastoral provisions in Europe.

Subsecretto Session

The synodal fathers requested to the president HB to convey the gratitude of the
HES to your eminence, Cladio Gugerotti, the prefect of the Dicastery for the oriental
Churches. The HES discussed a few other items regarding the reunion celebration
on September 20, 21 at Parasala. HES is concluded by 10.pm with a concluding
prayer and the Apostolic blessing of HB.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
HES Secretary.
¥ Antony Mar Silvanos
Chancellor and Curia Bishop
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Decleration of Archbishop Mar Ivanios
as the Venerable
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Documentation

Facsimile Decree of the Decleration of
Archbishop Mar Ivanios as the Venerable

DICASTERO DELLE CAUSE DEI SANTI

TRIVANDRENSIS SYRORUM MALANKARENSIUM

BEATIFICATIONIS ET CANONIZATIONIS
SERVI DEI

IOANNIS GEORGII THOMAE
PANICKARUVEETIL
(V.D. MAR IVANIOS)

ARCHIEPISCOPI TRIVANDRENSIS SYRORUM
MALANKARENSIUM
FUNDATORIS CONGREGATIONUM
ORDINIS IMITATIONIS CHRISTI V.D. “BETHANY ASHRAM”
ET SORORUM IMITATIONIS CHRISTIV.D. “BETHANY
MADHOM”

(1882-1953)

DECRETO SULLE VIRTU EROICHE

"Possedere Dio & piul sublime che servire Dio" (Mar Ivanios,
Girideepam Autobiography). L'arcivescovo Geevarghese Mar Ivanios
Panickaruveetil ha sperimentato la Provvidenza divina, manifestando
un’assoluta fiducia in Dio in ogni fase della sua vita. Affascinato
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dall'amore compassionevole di Gesl, mise armoniosamente ins.ieme il
servizio di Dio e del Suo popolo. Avviando la causa della comunione tra
i cristiani di San Tommaso in India, apri un nuovo capitolo nella storia
della Chiesa di Malankara.

Nacque il 21 settembre 1882 a Mavelikara (Kerala, India) da
genitori giacobiti di Malankara, Thoma Panicker ¢ Annamma Panicker,
che lo allevarono nella pieta cristiana e nella vita ecclesiale. Anche suo
zio paterno Skaria Kathanar, un prete celibe della Chiesa giacobita, ebbe
un notevole influsso nella sua crescita umana e cristiana.

Dopo listruzione primaria, nel 1897, Panickaruveetil Thomas
Geevarghese entrd al Mar Dionysius Seminary High School di Kottayam.
Ordinato diacono il 9 gennaio 1900, continuo gli studi fino ad ottenere la
laurea magistrale nel 1907. Intraprese vari progetti di rinnovamento
all'interno della Chiesa di Malankara, organizzd le comunita
ecclesiastiche di base e istrui le persone sulla vita ecclesiale, in
particolare sulla vita sacramentale. Venne ordinato sacerdote il 15
settembre 1908. Divenne poi professore al Serampore College di
Calcutta. Desiderando contribuire al rinnovamento spirituale dell'allora
Chiesa ortodossa di Malankara e all'evangelizzazione dell'India, nel
1919, lascid Serampore e fondd il Bethany Ashram a Mundanmala,
vicino a Ranni-Perunad. 11 23 maggio 1920, nella festa di Pentecoste, i
primi quattro membri fecero la loro professione religiosa. Il 28 gennaio
1925, il Servo di Dio fu eletto Vescovo di Betania e, il 1° maggio 1925,
all'eta di 42 anni, ricevette la consacrazione episcopale, assumendo il
nome di Geevarghese Mar Ivanios. In quell'occasione  esortd
coraggiosamente la riunione di tutti i cristiani sotto un'unica Chiesa,
"sotto un unico pastore". Qualche mese dopo, il 21 settembre dello
stesso anno, fondd anche la Congregazione delle Suore dell’Imitazione
di Cristo, note come Bethany Madhom (Convento di Betania).

II'1° novembre 1926, su indicazione del Sinodo episcopale della
Chiesa ortodossa, Mar Ivanios apri le trattative per la comunione della
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Documentation

Chiesa ortodossa malankarese dell'lndia con la Chiesa cattolica. Infine,

Papa Pio XI concesse il suo assenso al desiderio della Chiesa ortodossa
malankarese di entrare in comunione con la Chiesa cattolica. Tuttavia,

quando gli altri vescovi, eccetto il suo suffraganeo Mar Theophilos, si
ritirarono dalla loro decisione di entrare in comunione con la Chiesa
cattolica, Mar Ivanios rimase fermo nel suo impegno e entrd in
comunione il 20 settembre 1930. Cosi realizzo i suoi due grandi obiettivi:
realizzare la comunione della Chiesa malankarese con la Chiesa cattolica
e salvaguardare l'identitd gerarchica e rituale della Chiesa malankarese.
L'11 giugno 1932 Papa Pio XI costitui la Gerarchia della Chiesa cattolica
siriaca malankarese nella Chiesa cattolica universale attraverso la
Costituzione apostolica Christo Pastorum Principi. 1l Papa nomind Mar
Ivanios Arcivescovo Metropolita di Trivandrum e Mar Theophilos, suo
Suffraganeo, Vescovo di Tiruvalla. Durante la sua visita a Roma, il 2

maggio 1932, I'Arcivescovo Mar Ivanios ricevette il Pallio dalle mani di
Papa Pio XI.

Con la comunione della Chiesa Malankarese con la Sede di Pietro,
lo zelo per 'evangelizzazione si accese ulteriormente in lui. Durante i 22
anni di episcopato, Mar Ivanios fondd 78 scuole primarie, 18 scuole
medie, 15 scuole superiori, 2 scuole di formazione e un college
universitario. Nel 1952, la salute di Mar Ivanios inizi0 a deteriorarsi.

Il Servo di Dio mori il 15 luglio 1953, dopo aver ricevuto
I'unzione degli infermi, a Trivandrum (India).

La grande fama di santita di cui godeva in vita e che ¢ continuata
dopo la morte del Servo di Dio ha motivato I’avvio dell’iter della Causa
di beatificazione e canonizzazione.

L'inchiesta diocesana sulla vita, la virtl eroica e la fama di santita
del Servo di Dio si & tenuta presso la Curia ecclesiastica di Trivandrum
dei Siro-malankaresi, dal 25 febbraio 1998 al 25 agosto 2016. Il
Dicastero delle Cause dei Santi ne emise il Decreto di validita giuridica il
25 ottobre 2017. Preparata la Positio essa fu sottoposta all’esame dei
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Decleration of Venerable

Consultori Storici il 15 giugno 2021 e quindi al Congresso }?e.cuharc dei
Consultori Teologi il 6 giugno 2023, entrambi con esito pos1t1vo.. Infine,
1 Padri Cardinali e Vescovi nella Sessione Ordinaria del 6 febbra10.2024
hanno riconosciuto che il Servo di Dio ha esercitato in grado eroico le
virth teologali, cardinali e annesse.

Il sottoscritto Cardinale Prefetto ha poi riferito tutti i risultati
dell'inchiesta al Sommo Pontefice Francesco. Sua Santita, accogliendo e.
confermando i voti del Dicastero delle Cause dei Santi, ha oggi
dichiarato: Constano le Virti teologali, Fede, Speranza e Carita verso
Dio e verso il prossimo, nonché le Virth cardinali, Prudenza, Giustizia,

Fortezza e Temperanza, e le Virti) annesse, in grado eroico, del Servo di
Dio Geevarghese Mar Ivanios Panickaruveetil.

Il Sommo Pontefice ha poi disposto che il presente decreto venga
pubblicato e inserito negli atti del Dicastero delle Cause dej Santi.

Dato a Roma, il 14 marzo 2024,

o)y QA

MARCELLO Card. SEMERARQ
" Prefetto

¥ &J»« C&,&M_
FABI ABENE

Areiv. tit. d; Monteﬁascone
Segretario
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Circular

Catholicos Day - 2024

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are celebrating Catholic Day on 4 February 2024, the 19" anniversary of
the elevation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church to a self-governing Major
Archiepiscopal Church. Our church is the result of God’s mercy and our adherence
to His plans. God has guided us miraculously in every era. Let us join the psalmist in
thanking God. “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever”
(Ps 107:1). “Let them give thanks to the Lord for his loving kindness, for his wonderful
works to the children of men” (Ps 107:21). Let us pray especially on Catholic Day
that our church ministries may continue to be active and blessed by God. Let us
prayerfully pledge to perform church services with a spirit of faith and sincere
dedication. I wish all the members of the church the blessings of Catholicos Day.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church came into being in 1930 through the
Reunion led by the servant of God, Archbishop Mar Ivanios. After 75 years of
Reunion, it was elevated to the status of a self-governing Major Archiepiscopal
Church within the global Catholic Church. The Church grew through the self-
sacrificing dedication of the venerable fathers, priests, monks, and lay missionaries,
who are worthy of blessed memory. Let us pray for all our loved ones who have
dedicated themselves to serving the Kingdom of God and for the growth of the
church and have gone to God. We remember with gratitude the venerable fathers,
priests, monks, and people of God who are engaged in the ministry of the Church
during this period.

We are called and set apart to be witnesses for Christ through the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church before the world. We carry out that mission as an
individual church, in harmony with the spirit of the global Catholic Church. “The
Holy Catholic Church is the Mystical Body of Christ. Those who belong to it have
one faith, one sacrament, and one form of government.” “Thus the faithful are actively
united in the Holy Spirit. The faithful are gathered into various communities, into
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local churches and into rites under the hierarchy” (Chapter 2). We are immersed in
the ministry of the Pope, the successor of Saint Peter, and of the teachings of the
Church. This is the spirit that has blessed us to give authentic witness throughout this
time. We must become those who shed new light in this world, united with the
Church, the mystical body of Christ. We should not be guided by different ideologies,
ideals, or interests. But the words of the Apostle Paul guide us: “I have been crucified
with Christ. “Itis no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). Let us
prepare ourselves to always move forward as those who live in Christ.

Most. Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil has been appointed as the new pastor of the
Eparchy of St. Ephrem Pune-Kadki. He was appointed to the higher ministry while
serving as the Superior General of the Bethany Imitation of Christ Congregation. He
was elevated to the position of Ramban at Putrikka Parish Church on January 9. Rt.
Rev. Mathai Kadavil Ramban’s Episcopal Consecration and ordination are scheduled
for February 15, 2024 at Pune. The services rendered by Most Rev.Dr. Thomas
Mar Anthonios as the President and Administrator of the Eparchy of Pune-Kadki
are very valuable. On behalf of the church, we thank Most Rev. Thomas Mar Antonios.

The 28" Ordinary Episcopal Synod of our Church will be held at the Catholicate
Center from February 19 to 23, 2024. I would like to remind you all to pray that the
Synod will be blessed by God.

We will be celebrating the centenary of Reunion in 2030. We have only a few
years ahead of us. This can be seen as a period of preparation for the closest possible
future through prayer and various action arrangements. Through this, we can
rededicate our church as a place of active witness to Christ.

The Major Archiepiscopal Curia - Catholicate Center is the center that
coordinates the various public ministries of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
and the activities of the Synodal Commissions. The Catholicate Center operates
with the generous support of parishioners. We dedicate the Thanksgiving service on
Catholic Day to this special mission. I call on all parishioners to make generous
contributions to this endowment for the specific ministries of the Catholicate and the
general ministries of the Church.

The Venerable Vicars should inform and encourage the parishioners about this
matter. Not only the parishes, but all our institutions, monastic communities and their
provinces should generously participate in this endeavor. The Eparchs should
coordinate the thanksgiving and offerings from their eparchies and present the share
decided by the Synod to the upcoming Episcopal Synod. Superiors General and
Provincial Superiors must submit the contributions of their religious communities to
the Finance Office of the Catholicate Center before the Synod. I congratulate and
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express my special thanks to all who have generously contributed to this endeavor
over the years.

After Holy Communion on Catholicos Day, we should raise the Catholic flag
and recite the Catholicos Day Pledge in all our parishes, institutions, and mission
centers. We especially congratulate, remember with gratitude, and pray for all the
venerable fathers, venerable priests, monks, and people of God who are immersed
in the work of our Church in various parts of the world. May God’s mercy and
blessings be upon you always in abundance!

May the mercy and blessings of God be upon you abundantly forever!
Your humble servant in the Lord!
sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos == = Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

Prot No CCL 2/2024 20.05.2024
Circular

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

1. Reunion Centenary 2030 September 20

The centenary of the Reunion Movement, the greatest reunion movement of the
20" century, will be celebrated on 20™ September 2030. Jesus’ priestly prayer
just before his death, “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they
may be one as we are one” (Jn 17:22), signifies the unity in the Church, which
is his body. The Church is described as the body of Christ (Eph 1:23), with
Jesus as the head and the faithful as different parts of his body (1Cor 6:15). This
analogy emphasizes that the body of Jesus cannot be divided into parts,
highlighting the need for the faithful community to be united with Jesus.

The division among the St. Thomas Christians caused by the oath of Coonen
cross in 1653, where organs were cut off from the body of Jesus, was healed by
Mar Ivanios, who was chosen by God as the prophet of Malankara. Through
his Bethany congregations and spirituality, he restored the union on September
20, 1930. As members of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, we are preparing
to celebrate the centenary of this reunion in a very special way over the coming
seven years.

2. Centenary of Reunion Action Plan (2024 September 20 - 2030 September
20)

We are currently preparing for the upcoming centenary celebration of Reunion,
with a focus on aligning our actions with the core mission of the Church. Our
goal is to strengthen the reunited Church, promote unity, provide support to all
faithful members, and ensure the Church’s integral transformation and impactful
presence in society. Through our plans, we aim to equip the Church to proclaim,
celebrate, and live the gospel with renewed energy. Additionally, we aim to
organize the centenary celebrations to facilitate meaningful dialogue between
all Church members, including our children and young people, and the broader
society as well as sister churches.
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The basic mission of the Church is the proclamation of the Gospel. This mission
is based on the missionary mandate of Jesus to proclaim the Gospel to all the
creatures all over the World (Mark 16:15).The mission of proclaiming the Gospel
involves three aspects: teaching the Gospel through studying the Bible, celebrating
the Gospel through understanding the sacraments, and living according to the
Gospel by carrying out charitable works as a reflection of the Gospel. These
three missions correspond to the Kingly, priestly, and prophetic missions of the
Messiah. Based on this thought, the Church has the following action plan:

1. Year of the Word of God: In the period from September 20, 2024, to
September 19, 2025, prioritize engaging in the reading (Lectio Divina) and study
of the Holy Scripture.

2. Year of Sacraments: During the period from 20" September 2025 to 19*
September 2026, special focus on emphasizing the significance of the Sacraments,
liturgy, and faith formation.

3. Year of Charity: From 20" September 2026 to 19" September 2027 we
give importance to the desire that each one may receive the touch of Jesus’s
Mercy.

4. Year of Family: From 20" September 2027 to 19" September 2028 we give
importance to families, family spirituality and the challenges faced by families.

5. Year of Mission and Vocation: From September 20, 2028, to September
19, 2029, we will prioritize the vocational call to priesthood and religious life,
as well as evangelization ministry of the Church.

6. Commitment Year of Children and Youth: Our goal for the period spanning
from September 20, 2028, to September 19, 2029, is to nurture children with a
strong foundation in the church and empower young individuals to actively
engage in the church’s ministries both now and in the future.

7. Year of Centenary: Thanksgiving Year: In the period from 20" September
2029 to 19" September 2030, we will commemorate the centennial year with a
focus on gratitude. During this time, we will explore the Reunion movement
and the legacies of its earliest advocates.

The synodal commission for the Bible will oversee the Year of the Word of
God from September 20, 2024, to September 20, 2025, with Most Rev. Dr.
Julios Mar Abraham serving as chairman and Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulose
and Most. Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius as vice chairmen. Additionally, Most
Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos has been appointed as the coordinator of the 7 year
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action plan for the Reunion centenary celebration, and a priest will be appointed
at the Catholicate center to coordinate the Reunion centenary celebration
program. The Year of the Word of God is set to be inaugurated during the
Reunion Celebration at the Eparchy of Parassala on September 21, 2024.

3. Upcoming Reunion Celebration venues

The upcoming Reunion celebration is scheduled to take place in the
following Eparchies:

2024 — Eparchy of Parassala

2025 — Eparchy of Pathanamthitta

2026 — Eparchy of Khadki-Pune

2027 — Eparchy of Bathery

2028 — Eparchy of Mavelikara

2029 — Eparchy of Tiruvalla

2030 — Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum

4. Syro - Malankara Catholic Pastoral Council

The 28" Holy Episcopal Synod has made the decision to establish the Syro-
Malankara Catholic pastoral council which is formed first time in our Church.
Modeled after eparchial pastoral councils, this new council will comprise bishops,
priests, religious, and the faithful. The inaugural meeting is scheduled to take
place in Tiruvananthapuram on 20™ September, and further details will be
provided in due course.

5. 94" Reunion Celebration at Parassala

The 94™ centenary celebration reunion will take place at V.P.S. Malankara
Catholic Higher Secondary School, Venganoor in Parassala on 20-21 September
2024. Gospel evening will be held on September 20, followed by the conclusion
of the celebrations with agape at 1.30 pm.

6. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Youth Catechism

A text book for youth degree Class will be published in 2025 May and the
classes will begin in June.

Very Rev. Fr. George Kochuvilayil has been announced as the president of
the ordinary tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The fourth year
minor seminary formation of our Church will be held at Bethlehem Home in
Parassala and Rev. Fr. Roy Vayalirakkathu appointed as the director of the
formation center.
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Let us join together in prayer and wholehearted cooperation to ensure that
the centenary celebrations are a spiritual success. Members of the
Suvisehasangam are encouraged to observe fasting twice a week for this purpose.
May the abundant blessings of mercy be upon you all!

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.

NB: This Circular should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Preperation for the Celebration of Reunion Centenary 2024-2030

Year of the Word of God
2024 September 20- 2025 September

Circular
17.08.2024
Prot No. CCL 4/2024

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverenced
fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

In the context of the centenary of the Reunion of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church being celebrated in 2030, we are observing the Year of the Word of God
from September 20, 2024 to September 19, 2025. We have designed the
Lineamenta and action plan for the Year of the Word based on the motto, “Abide
in my word” (Jn 15:7). The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is striving to be
immersed in the Word of God for a year. This Year of the Word of God aims to
provide our faithful with a deeper knowledge and experience of the Scriptures. St.
Jerome teaches that “ignorance of the Scripture is ignorance of Jesus Christ.”
Venerable Mar Ivanios reminds us through his autobiography, Girideepam, that a
church that is careless about the Gospel is bound to decline. Therefore, the Year of
the Word of God should become a great spiritual experience for our Church. I
lovingly call upon all members of the Church to participate wholeheartedly in all the
efforts required for that.

Below are four things that we will be focusing on during the Year of the Word of
God.

1. Sacred Reading of the Sacred Scripture (Lectio Divina)

Lectio Divina is the practice of how to read, meditate, pray, contemplate, live, and
bear witness to the Sacred Scripture. Detailed information related to this has been
provided separately in the Lineamenta. The goal is to prepare believers to meet
and experience the Lord of the Holy Bible, as well as to develop a deep love and
respect for the Holy Scriptures.
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Training in the sacred Reading of the Holy Scriptures (Lectio Divina) in the
Ecclesial Districts:

Special training will be provided at the district level to 5 members from each
parish for the training of Lectio Divina. Parish priests should send 5 people from
each parish, including 2 Sunday School teachers, one MCA, MCYM, and MCMF
representative, for district training. Additionally, special training will be provided in
the district for parish prayer meeting leaders. Thus, the Reverend Vicars should take
special care to send individuals from each parish to the districts for the training of
Lectio Divina. District vicars should make special arrangements for this in
consultation with the diocesan Bible Apostolate Director. A priest, a nun, and a
spiritual leader have been trained and assigned from each ecclesial district to provide
training in the districts.

The Practice of the Sacred Reading of the Holy Scripture (Lectio Divina) in
the Parish

a. M.C.C.L. Children should be given the practice of the Lectio Divina every
second Saturday morning in conjunction with the Holy Mass. This should be led
by trained Sunday school teachers who divide children in grades 4 to 7 and 8 to
12 into two groups.

b. M.C.A. members should be given training on Lectio Divina once a month. An
MCA member who has received training at the district level should lead this.

¢. M.C.Y.M. members should be given Lectio Divina training once a month. This
should be led by an M.C.Y.M. member who has received training at the district
level.

d. M.C.M.F. members should be given Lectio Divina training once a month. This
should be led by an M.C.M.F. member who has received training at the district
level.

e. The Lectio Divina method should be practiced in Friday prayers held in the
parish. Trained parishioners should lead this.

f. Lectio Divina should be practiced in family prayers on Sundays. Trained prayer
leaders should lead this.

g. Lectio Divina in the Homes: Parish priests visit homes and conduct the sacred
reading of the Holy Scriptures in the homes more than once, along with evening
prayer. After that, this ministry will continue in the homes, led by two people
each, including religious from the parish’s convents, those trained by the parish,
and members of the Suvisesha Sangam. Parish priests should make the necessary
arrangements.
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h. Lectio Divina in the parish: In every parish, the practice of Lectio Divina should
be conducted for the general public of the parish. The initial training will be
conducted in the parish in general, led by the priest, sister, and layperson in
charge of each priestly district. The initial training will be conducted in the parish
under the leadership of the priest, sister, and layperson in charge of each priestly
district. After that, the parish vicar will directly lead it.

Parish priests should lead the way in extending the practice of Lectio Divina to
all levels of the parish.

Year of the Word at the parish level

The Year of the Word of God will officially begin at the parish level on 20
September 2024. The year of the Word of God is to officially begin in each parish
on Sunday, 29" September. The Bible dedication should be held at the main entrance
of the church on Sunday morning after morning prayers. The priest, carrying the
Holy Bible in his hand and accompanied by a lit candle, incense, and marvahasa,
should begin the Bible procession from the main entrance of the church and place
the Bible on the prayer table. Burning candles should be placed on both sides. Then,
the Gospel of John, Chapter 1, verses 1 to 5, should be read and then the message
of the Year of the Word should be given in 15 minutes. This service is then completed
by giving the heads of families a lit candle, a copy of the Lineamenta for the year of
the Word of God, and a prayer card to pray at home every day.

Word of the Year in Families

On Sunday, 29 September at 7 pm, the head of the family should light a candle
in the house with the members of the household and read the Gospel of John 1: 1-5,
and perform the Bible consecration. Then, evening prayer and the special prayer for
the year of the Word should be offered. Every home should have a table, stand, a
cross, and two lamps for placing the Bible.

2. Bible study online

Bible study with 10,000 participants. From 20 September 2024 to 19 September
2025, a2-hour Bible study will be held once a week on the Malankara Catholic TV
YouTube channel. This study series will be conducted in 50 episodes. As many
people as possible (at least 10 people) from a parish should participate in this.
Online exams will be conducted in parishes after the completion of 10 episodes.

3. Bible Verse Writing

Bible verse writing tests will be conducted at the parish level. Bible verses to
memorize according to the context will be provided from the catholicate centre.
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4. Bible Reading in One Year

The proposal is to read the entire Bible in one year. If you read 2 chapters from
the New Testament in the evening and 2 chapters from the Old Testament in the
morning, you can complete the Bible reading in a year. The Gospel of Matthew in
the New Testament should begin with chapter 1, and in the Old Testament with
chapter 1 of Genesis. After reading the New Testament, you can read the Psalms
and then the Prophetic Books. We kindly urge the parishioners to participate in all
the activities of the Year of the Word of God, along with the esteemed parish priests,
and to make the Year of the Word of God a blessed one. May God bless you all to
make the year of the Word of God the most blessed. Our church needs to be
affirmed as a community that prayerfully reads and meditates on the Word of God.
The fullness of the Word of God and the anointing of the Holy Spirit reveal the inner
essence of a church. I pray that the church members and ministers will be filled with
the Word of God in the first year of the centenary of Reunion. I wish God’s blessings
to all.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

Sd/-
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.
17.08.2024
Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Trivandrum

NB: This Circular should be read on Sunday, 15 September during the Holy Mass in all
Churches, Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Priests, Deacons,
Religious and the Faithful

Prot No CPL 2/2024

Praise be to the Triune God,
who is Self-existent, Omnipotent, Eternal, and Co-substantial.

71 Anniversary and Pilgrimage Padayathra of
Archbishop Venerable Mar Ivanios - 2024

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Rev. Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

All Churches of the Mar Thoma tradition are the divided Churches from the
undivided Church of the Mar Thoma Christians, formed by the gospel proclamation
of St. Thomas, the disciple of our Lord. This big Church which was grown as one
until 1653, exists today as different Churches. Pazhyakoor and Puthankoor formed
after the Coonan Cross Oathin 1653, became Malabar and Malankara. It was the
leadership of Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the Bethany Metropolitan in the Malankara
Orthodox Church that realized, to an extent, the great desire of reunion dreamt by
the Puthenkoor community since the great schism in 1653. The event of unity taken
place on 20 September 1930 reaches the age of 100 in 2030. The Holy Episcopal
Synod convoked in February 2024 decided to conduct renewal programs and
arrangements in ecclesial, eparchial, parish, family, and personal levels as part of
preparation for the centenary.

Mar Ivanios -the Venerable

This is an occasion that the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church gives gratitude to
God with immense happiness and content mind. In the infinite mercy and fondness
of God, Holy Father Pope Francis has elevated Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios to the status of Venerable in the Universal Church on 14 March 2024.

For the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the Malankara Church in common,
Archbishop Mar Ivanios is the first person to be announced as venerable in the
Catholic Church. Thanking God for this gracious gift. Giving glory to Him. For us, it
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is an announcement that we have been waiting eagerly with joy. The Holy See has
always maintained an empathetic approach to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
her proposals and her needs. The canonization process for the cause of venerable
Mar Ivanios of happy memory began in 1998. My blessed predecessor, Cyril Baselios
Catholicos of happy memory gave leadership to this. God gave the blessing and
luck to me, the humble to proclaim this saintly father the Servant of God.

A huge collection of report comprised of around one lakh pages of preliminary
study and inquiry at Trivandrum Major Archieparchial level was prepared and brought
to Rome. The study, deliberation, observations, and prayers of the Congregation
for the Cause of Canonization of saints, from then until now, found Mar Ivanios
worthy of being announced as venerable and conveyed the unanimous proposal of
the Sacred Congregation to His Holiness Pope Francis, and the Holy Father
announced it officially on 14 March 2024.

As a gratitude for the blessings that we received, Bishops, priests, religious and
a big crowd of faithful gathered together and offered thanksgiving Holy Qurbono
and conducted dhoopaprarthana at the tomb of the Venerable at St. Mary’s Major
Archieparchial Cathedral at 4 pm on Friday, 15 March 2024.

The Holy Father has declared in the holy Church that the life of Mar Ivanios is
a Christian life to be imitated and a lifestyle to be a model. The Holy Father says
about our venerable father to the world that ‘this life is venerable.” In these days of
preparations for the centenary of Re-union what else joy we need! Giving thanks to
God. Praising Him. We have also received a sign to believe firmly in the heaven’s
plan of giving always big blessings to the small folk. Ask, you will get, knock it will
be opened. The heaven asks us again to realize the trustworthiness of this reliable
word of God.

We thankfully remember all those who have helped us in the journey towards
the status of venerable of Mar Ivanios especially, the holy fathers, the heads of our
Church and Cyril Baselios Catholicos of happy memory who initiated the process
of canonization. As per the order of our Holy Episcopal Synod, the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum, Order of Imitation of Christ, Sisters of Imitation of
Christ and Sisters of Daughters of Mary submitted the application as official
applicants of the cause of canonization. Mar Ivanios is the founder of Bethany Ashram
and Bethany Madhom. I gratefully remember the great services done by these two
communities in our Church. The congregation for the Daughters of Mary was founded
in the Malankara Church with the desire and blessings of Mar Ivanios. On this
occasion, I congratulate cordially the dedication of the Sisters of the Daughters of
Mary for the growth of the Gospel. I convey heartfelt love, respect and gratitude to
my brother Bishops, our late Prelates, Reverend Priests, religious priests and sisters,
the seminarians who are the future leaders of this Church, beloved family members
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of our Church, thousands of our family members in and abroad and in mission
countries, the sister Churches who have always loved and cared for our Church, the
Latin and the Syro-Malabar Churches in the Catholic Church, and common society,
etc. We have experienced the love and care of all above mentioned factors in
sustaining our Church as one Church of all.

It is the time for all the members of our Church to pray cordially and fervently
for the blessing of including Mar Ivanios into the communion of saints. Miracles
should happen through the intercession of the venerable father. They are being
confirmed scientifically. This prayer shall be recited devotionally after the Holy
Qurbono in all our parish/mission churches, ashrams, convents, and formation houses.
In our families, all the members shall together recite this prayer after the evening
prayer.

Commemoration Day -2024
The 71 commemoration day of the venerable Metropolitan Mar Ivanios will

be conducted at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, where he was entombed, from 1 to
14 July 2024. At the Tomb chapel there will be Holy Qurbono, special prayers, and
lectures every day from 1 to 14 July. The pilgrim padayathra starting from Ranni-
Perunnadu on 10 July will reach at the Tomb on 14 July at 5.30 pm. There will be
evening prayer at 6.30 pm and candle procession on 14 July. On 15 July, the Day of
Commemoration, the Bishops and Rev. Fathers of our Church will concelebrate in
the solemn Pontifical Holy Qurbono.

There are provisions for giving special offerings to meet the expenses of the
services on 15 days in connection with the commemoration Feast. You can contact
9447429520, the number of office of the canonization, Pattom, to give donation,
complete or partial, as offerings for pandal, nercha on the feast day, sound system,
online streaming of the candle procession and Holy Qurbono on the commemoration
day, etc. You can send the amount offered for these purposes to the account started
in the South Indian Bank, Nalanchira (Account Name - Mar Ivanios Day
Celebrations, Major Archdiocese of Trivandrum. Account No. 0483053000020740.
IFSC Code: SIBL0000483. The South Indian Bank, Nalanchira, Trivandrum). Itis
lovingly reminder that there should be everyone’s attention and dedication in this
matter.

Reception to His Grace Mar Raphael Thattil

Our chief guest of this year’s commemoration feast is His Beatitude Mar Raphael
Thattil, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church. As Major Archbishop
Mar Raphael Thattil visits us officially for the first time after becoming the Head of
the Syro-Malabar Church, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church honors by giving
reception to His Beatitude.

May God bless you all! May the life of the Venerable Mar Ivanios be an
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inspiration for all people, particularly, to the entire Church and to common society!
Let us pray together, firmly relying on God’s providence: Venerable Mar Ivanios,
pray for us!

May God bless you all abundantly!

Your humble servant in the Lord.

Sd/-
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

24.06.2024 of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Trivandrum

Arrangements of the Pilgrim Padayatra

2024 July 10, Wednesday - First Day

06.30am : Ranni-Perunnadu Kurisumala

Morning Prayer

Holy Qurbono
Main Celebrant : Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
July 14, Sunday - Fifth Day
05.15pm : Reception to padayatris to the Tomb Chapel
06.30pm : Evening Prayer- Cathedral Church

: Candle Procession
Dhoopaprarthana at theTomb Chapel
Apostolic Blessing
July 15, Monday - 71* Commemoration Feast

08.00 pm : Reception

Morning Prayer

Solemn Concelebration of Holy Qurbono
MainCelebrant : Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Homily : His Grace Mar Raphael Thattil

(Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church)
Dhoopaprarthana at Tomb Chapel
Agape

NB: This Circular should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Priests,
Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers, Religious
and dear Faithful in our Lord,

The 94" Reunion Anniversary and Sabhasangamam of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church will be celebrated on 20 and 21 September, 2024. For the past 94 years,
we have been able to worship the merciful God and receive blessings through the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. We are entering the seven years of preparation
for the centenary celebration of reunion on 20, September 2030. In this context, the
Reunion Anniversary Church gathering is of great importance. Various celebrations
are being organized on 20" and 21* September under the host of the Eparchy of
Parassala. As a Church, we can see this as an opportunity to give thanks to God and
to dedicate ourselves to Church ministry with greater vigilance.

We will be participating in the first congregational meeting after His Holiness Pope
Francis has elevated Mar Ivanios, who passed into the presence of God, saying that
“After my death and arrival in heaven, I will constantly pray before God for the
reunion of my brothers and sisters,” to the title of ‘Blessed’. This is a great blessing
from heaven for the sacrificial prayers of the members of the church. That holy life,
lived solely on prayer and reliance on God, calls us to live as advocates of unity. The
most important mission of our church in the Universal Church is to be a prophet of
unity. In this time of increasing conflict and division, may we be convinced of God’s
mission to be a bridge of unity and harmony. The past 94 years have been a time of
great blessing for us. God’s infinite care and guidance have always been with the
church. Our church today is the result of sacrificial dedication of our holy fathers,
venerable priests, monks, and spiritual missionaries, who served as good instruments
in the hands of God. Let us remember everyone and offer our thanks before God.
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Preparations for the Centenary Celebration of Reunion

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is entering the next phase of preparations
for the centenary celebration of Reunion. This is a time to receive energy to strengthen
church ministries for the coming period. We have devised various action plans for
this. The goal of the action plans is to transform ourselves into a renewed church that
bears witness to Jesus Christ in society. In short, the next seven years are dedicated
to the renewal and strengthening of the Church. Let us accept the words of the
Apostle Paul: “T have heard you in an acceptable time, and in the day of salvation |
have helped you. Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). Let us recommit our church before God to make the seven
years from September 20, 2024 to September 20, 2030 a time acceptable to the
Lord and a period of salvation. The motto adopted by the venerable Pope Pius X as
the basis of his ministry is very noteworthy. ‘Renew all things in Christ’ (to renew all
things in Christ) was the phrase that served as the basis for guiding the church. Let
us spend the next seven years renewing our personal lives and church life in Christ.
The first phase of the renovation, which will run from September 20, 2024 to
September 19, 2025, will be inaugurated at this year’s Reunification Forum. The
Year of the Word is organized around the motto, “Abide in my word” (John 8:31).
The Year of the Word should become a great spiritual experience for our church. I
lovingly call upon everyone to sincerely participate in all the necessary efforts.

94 Reunion Anniversary in Parassala

The Eparchy of Parasala is hosting this year’s Reunion Anniversary and
Congregational Meeting. The Eparchy of Parassala is an active testimony to our
mission activities. We thank God for the growth in all areas of the Eparchy of Parasala,
which was established in 2017. Church congratulates the Metropolitan, Most Rev.
Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius, who gives leadership to the Reunion celebrations, the
Venerable Priests, the monks, and the people of God and dedicates them to God.

Let me remind you to ensure your active participation in the celebration of the
Holy Eucharist, the adoration of the Eucharist, the proclamation of the Word, and
various gatherings. Please note that there are changes to the general arrangement
that are different from the usual. Preaching and Eucharistic Adoration under the
leadership of the Church-level Suvisesha Sangam on Friday, 20 September from 6
pm to 8 pm. The flag hoisting ceremony will be held on Saturday, the 21st at 7.45
am, followed by various gatherings from 8 to 10 am, followed by a celebratory Holy
Mass and closing message at 10.30 am. The annual reunion will conclude with a
love feast. All those who are able from all our eparchies, mission centers and
consecrated houses are invited to Venganur Malankara V.P.S.H.S. School on 21
September 2024. I lovingly urge everyone to actively participate in the Reunion
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Anniversary celebrations being held in the school grounds (Mar Ivanios Nagar) and
receive blessings. The thanksgiving offering taken at the Holy Mass that day will be
donated to the charitable activities of the Eparchy of Parasala, which is hosting this
year’s reunion anniversary. [lovingly remind the entire worship community attending
Mass to be prepared for this dedication. We can continue this as a living testimony
in the years to come. All eparchies, monastic communities, institutions, families, and
individuals contributed financially to the expenses of the Reunion Anniversary
Celebration, I appeal to all of you to help the Eparchy of Parassala, which is in its
infancy.

May God bless you all abundantly! May all these be fulfilled through the
prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God and the College of Apostles,
especially of our Father St. Thoma, the Apostle, and all the saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord,

Sd/
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
23-08-2024

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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MCCL Day 2024
(MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S LEAGUE)

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSION
FOR FAITH FORMATION
Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and
dear children in Jesus,

Sunday, 11 February 2024, is being observed as Malankara Catholic Children’s
League (MCCL) day at the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The children’s
organization, MCCL, was officially formed in our church on 20 September 2010,
by the decree of the head of the church and father, Moran Mor Baselios Clemis
Catholicos. The Bible reminds us that the fear of God is a strong confidence, and a
refuge for children (Prov 14:26). Catechism is the first step in faith. Catechism helps
to develop a devout trust in God and to pass on the faith to future generations. Faith
formation is the most important mission of the Church.

We strive to raise children in the faith and live in dependence on Christ through
the systematic faith formation of the Holy Church. Through faith formation classes,
the Church aims to help children personally know Jesus, live and share Him, and
deepen their faith. In addition to acquiring sacred knowledge, faith formation is also
aplatform for learning how a Christian should live in social life. Catechism is the right
and responsibility of the church at this time. The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
carries out catechesis as a serious fundamental ministry. The Servant of God,
Archbishop Mar Ivanios, described catechesis as the ‘breast milk of true faith’.
The venerable reminds us that the most important mission of the Holy Church is to
impart the true faith without any adulteration. The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
strives to fulfill this mission precisely through systematic catechesis classes. Various
methods are adopted for this. Along with systematic catechism classes, the MCCL
movement in the church focuses on other dimensions of comprehensive faith growth.
God is imparted to children through engaging classes, hands-on experience, passionate
religious teachers, and a variety of learning tools. The MCCL movement focuses on
discovering and nurturing the different talents of each child. In short, the MCCL
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performs the sacred task of imparting God to children. The Sunday School movement
and the Youth Organization operate in our church like two sides of the same coin.
While faith training teaches the intellectual level of true faith, this course introduces
our children to the practical side. The combined training of these two helps children
in their holistic development. Through various action plans, the members of the group
practice the practical aspect of religious education. On this occasion, I express my
gratitude, in the name of the Church, for the services that each Eparchy performs
for the growth of children through the MCCL movement. We can further strengthen
these activities through various action plans for the growth of our children. As the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church enters its centenary of reunion, our faith formation
ministry and the MCCL should grow into the grace desired by Mar Ivanios. There is
a growing need today to provide faith formation primarily in families. Families should
truly become the domestic church for children. Itis time for parents to give increasing
importance to their children’s faith formation and the Christian movement. All parents
should be more proactive in involving their children in faith formation classes and
other activities. Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios has likened those who do
not pay serious attention to religious instruction to those who want to reap good
fruits from where they did not sow the seeds at the right time. Therefore, dear
parents, let us work together to take our children’s religious education and the MCCL
movement more seriously and to protect the family as a domestic church. Religious
educators are an important link in passing on the faith to the next generation. Faith
formation is the greatest missionary service a believer can perform at the parish
level. Faith educators play a crucial role in instilling divine remembrance in children
through various activities along with textbooks and maintaining it in them forever.
Religious teachers are ministers who explain the history of salvation in its entirety to
the younger generation. On this occasion, we appreciate the valuable service that
religious teachers provide to the MCCL movement and express our gratitude on
behalf of the church. Let us raise the children God has entrusted to us in wisdom,
maturity, and favor with God and man, like Jesus. The servant of God, Archbishop
Mar Ivanios, affectionately called catechism teachers ‘collaborators’. As those who
share the same duty to transmit the faith, let us carry out this ministry together in a
deeper and nobler way. On this occasion, it is hereby announced that this day, 11
February 2024, should be celebrated appropriately in all parishes and mission centers
as per the instructions of the Eparchial Directors, District Directors, and Parish
Vicars. The collective efforts of Sunday School principals, teachers, and parents are
essential for the effective running of this organization. Holy Confession, Holy
Dedication at the Eucharist, conferences, public study forums, various children’s
artistic programs, etc., can be arranged on the same day. Lovingly requesting the
prayerful help and cooperation of all,
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With love in Messiah,

Sd/-

¥ Thomas Mar Eusebius

Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Bishop of Parassala
07.02.2024

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 11 February 2024, the MCCL Day, during the Holy
Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres.
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The circular issued by
Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity,
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
in connection with the Laity Day 2024.

Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and
dear Faithful in Christ,

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is celebrating the Laity Day this year on
the 5™ of May.

The MCA, which coordinates the laity ministries in the Holy Church, undertakes
the evangelical mission of forming our families into families filled with grace in the
model of the Holy Family. The Holy Family of St. Mary, St. Joseph and Jesus is the
model and inspiration for Christian families.

Family is the fundamental element that determines the destiny of human
existence. We are embedded in the joys and sorrows of the family. The well-being
and peace of daily life depend to some extent on the family. When a person lives in
a cultured society, he owes a lot to his own family. Our roots are deeply intertwined
with the family.

The first family was established by God in Eden. God is the founder of the
family. The family is His great gift. Adam is the crown of creation. As the ruler of all
living things, Adam also named them all. But God saw that Adam was alone. There
was no suitable companion for him alone. God said, “This is not good,” and added:
“I will make him a companion suitable for him” (Gen. 2:18).

When God gives a woman, he recognizes that she is part of him. “This is bone
of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” He has found a mate who is compatible with
him. Further companionship and reciprocity are possible. They are both made
complete. This is what happens in every marriage.

In every marriage, God provides a compatible mate. Christ unifies the love of
man and woman by placing it on the divine altar of the sacrament of marriage. Just
as two different streams flow in separate ways and become one river and meet in
the ocean, how noble is the marriage relationship in which a man and a woman, born
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and raised in different places, are united in their hearts and live as one until death do
them part. The couple has the same desire, the same path of life.

As two people in one body, they are companions and co-ministers. The Church
Father Saint Tertullian states that the excellence of their lives is indescribable. “How
can we describe the uniqueness of marriage, called by God, witnessed by heaven,
proclaimed by angels, united by the Church, and sealed by blessings? It must be
lived and experienced by the couple.

Those who see the family should be able to say that this is where God lives, this
is heaven on earth. The Holy Family radiated the glory and value of true love. It was
there that Jesus spent his childhood. The Evangelist Luke beautifully summarizes
Jesus’ childhood in one sentence: “He grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man” (Luke 2:52).

The Holy Family is the ‘school of the Gospel” for all families, especially for the
failthful. ‘Families filled with grace’ was the main theme of the Second Assembly of
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The desire of the Church and its vision
regarding the family is that our homes should be families filled with grace. Families
should be transformed into places of God’s experience and God’s blessing. A family
blessed by God will move forward together in mutual love, respect, trust and care.

A family that experiences God will have a spiritual atmosphere. Peace, joy, and
contentment will prevail. The family is a place where Christian values such as
patience, love, faithfulness, holiness, faith, truth, justice, and care are practiced and
nurtured.

For Christian families to be families filled with grace, we can hold on to four
things. The Holy Word, Sacramental life, Family prayer, and Charitable work.

When the whole family strives to read, study, and live the Holy Word, the
whole family receives the anointing of the Word. The Word becomes light and
inspiration in the paths of life. Families are able to overcome life’s crises with hope.

Family life is a holy sacrament established by God. The anointing of the sacrament
strengthens family life in holiness. The place of the Holy Eucharist, especially the
sacramental life, in Christian family life is clearly stated in the pastoral message given
to the children of the Church by His Grace Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios,
Metropolitan on 1 January 1936.

In the words of Holy Father himself, “Just as food is necessary for the body, so
too is the reading of the Holy Scriptures necessary for spiritual life. People should
be encouraged to go to confession and to see and experience the Holy Communion.”
Itis noteworthy that Holy Father likens Holy Confession to the bath of the soul and
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the reception of the Holy Communion to the food of the soul in his pamphlet, The
Bath and Meal of the Soul.

The guidelines for the sacrament of baptism state that the vows made by the
parents and the candidates at the time of baptism should be renewed on the feast of
the Assumption (February 2). Children who grow up should live according to the
vows they made at baptism. In short, the Holy Father, who is called the ‘Deacon of
the sacraments’, repeatedly emphasizes that a sacramental foundation is essential
for the well-being of family life. We read in the book of Numbers 2:34, that a family
that prays together will stand united. Family ties are kept warm through the prayer
of family members together.

On April 18, 1942, Venerable Mar Ivanios, Father of the Church, sent a pastoral
letter to the children of the church on the need to hold family prayer without fail in the
families. In the view of the Holy Father, prayer is a divine communion in which we lift
our minds to God in order to worship Him, to thank Him for the graces He has given
us, and to ask for what we need.

Family members praying together is a special act. Group prayers are much
more powerful than individual prayers. Holy Father encouraged prayers from the
common treasury of the global church along with the unique prayers of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church.

Alife full of charity makes family life meaningful. We need to develop a lifestyle
that values the lives and personalities of others instead of selfishness. Christian life
is meaningful only when we can suffer with those who suffer and minister to them
with care. Family life becomes fruitful only when we live a life of availability to the
needs of others, like a good Samaritan.

The Church desires to lead a special family life in harmony with the divine plan
amidst changing family concepts. The Church exhorts about the unchanging relevance
of values and the need to protect them in changing circumstances.

The goal of the Church is to form ideal families. The Holy Church’s vision of the
family is that the family should be a home of love, a source of life, and a breeding
ground for faith. However, today, spirituality is decreasing in families and materialism
is increasing. Mutual trust is decreasing and selfishness is increasing. As a result,
aloofness and cracks occur in family relationships. The good family culture that
existed before is decreasing or disappearing. The invasion of the consumer culture is
weakening family relationships.

The Holy Father Pope Paul VI's encyclical Humanae Vitae teaches that marriage
and the family are God’s plan and that the holiness of family life is the glory of the
mutual partnership between the couple. Through the exhortation Familiarisconsortio,
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Pope John Paul II exhorts that the family is a life united with God and thatitis a
place of faith formation. In the Pope’s letter to families, he exhorts about the virtues

to be preserved in family life, about a sense of values, and about a life of holiness
and faith.

All these teachings indicate the importance that the Catholic Church gives to
families and the pastoral care of families. May our families be able to move from
person-centric to Christ-centric, to strengthen their spiritual life, sacramental life,
and relationship with the Church through a Christ-centric life, and to make the
Church’s pastoral care plans for families stronger and more effective through the
MCA movement that implements action plans for families filled with grace.

By making families filled with grace, the MCA movement unites families to live
and share the values of the Gospel as the basic unit of the Church. MCA works for
the all-round development of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, focusing on
the threefold goals of truth, unity, and peace. The MCA’s mission is to present the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church to the general public in a strong and active manner
Inits missionary activities.

May the celebration of the Day of the Laity be a great inspiration for the
empowerment of the laity and their growth in communion with the Church. May [
express to each of you my appreciation and gratitude for the commitment that the
laity undertake to live the Gospel, to proclaim the Gospel to many, and to assist
priests in missionary fields.

Laity Day is acommon celebration of the laity of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church. All the laity organizations like MCA, MCYM, MCME, PitruSangham,
Vincent de Paul Society, Legion of Mary etc. may celebrate this day together in a
fitting manner. I remember and appreciate the leadership and participation that the
laity movements provide for the strengthening of the Church and the growth of the
community. [ express my gratitude for the word-based life that the laity brothers and
sisters provide through the Suviseshasangham. The commitment shown by the laity
brothers and sisters in the home-centred mission ministry in the context of outside
Kerala is unparalleled. The laity brothers and sisters, who are filled with missionary
zeal even within the constraints of exile, are a bright witness of the Holy Church. I
remember with gratitude the brothers who, even in the difficult times of exile, devote
alarge portion of their labour to the charitable activities of the Holy Church.

We use the offertory of the Holy Mass on the Laity Day for the lay ministry of
our Church. On that day, offering a generous thanksgiving, the said offertory should
be collected by the Respected priests according to our special Canon 601 and sent
to the respective Archieparchies/Eparchies Procurators, and the Procurators should
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deliver half of the said amount to the Sabhathala Finance Office at Catholicate Center
for the lay ministry in the Archieparchies/Eparchies level.

May the heavenly intercession of St. Joseph, the heavenly mediator of the MCA
movement, bless us. May God’s special blessings and greetings of the Laity Day be
abundantly bestowed upon all the lay brothers and sisters and upon all the loved
ones who cooperate in their ministries.

Sd/-

% Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios

Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Laity &
Bishop of the Eparchy of Mavelikara

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram
Laity Day 2024

N.B. This circular is to be read in all our churches and mission centres during the
Holy Qurbono on Sunday, May 5th.
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Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

Vocation Day 2024

Message from the Chairman of the
Synodal Commission for Vocations

Rev. Corepiscopas, Rev.Rambans, Respected Priests, Deacons, Religious, Dear
Faithful in the Lord,

In the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, we celebrate the 26™ of May as
Vocation Day. This year’s Vocation Day falls on the Sunday following the greatest
feast day of the Church year, the feast of Pentecost. The feast of Pentecost is the
birthday of the Church as the Church was officially inaugurated on this day. As our
Church celebrates Vocation Day today, may many young hearts be inspired by the
anointing of the Holy Spirit. Just as the Blessed Virgin Mary and the disciples prayed
and waited for the Holy Spirit for ten days, so let us pray fervently that the Church
may be enriched with many vocations through the work of the Holy Spirit.

In the Holy Catholic Church, the concept of vocation is rooted in the belief that
each person is called by God to a specific purpose or mission in life. The Church has
always believed that each person has a vocation from God, whether it be priestly
life, religious life, or married life, and she sees it as her duty to promote it and does
so with great interest.

A culture must be created within our Church that values and promotes vocations
in all their forms. This is the responsibility of each of us. We can do this by shaping
our lives in obedience to God’s will and by providing the necessary support for
others to recognize God’s will and respond to it with discernment.

The focus of the person’s vocation is his firm conviction that God loves him.
God himself always initiates the vocation. It is Jesus himself who calls us to follow
him in a life of consecration. This means that an exodus must continuously emerge
from that person, modifying one’s own plans according to God’s will and centering
one’s life on Jesus and his Gospel so that one can say along with St. Paul, “Itis no
longer I, but Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). Pope Benedict X VI said that
‘vocations are the gift of God’s love.’ Itis in the soil of self-giving and the opening of
the heart to God’s love, as the fruit of that love, that all vocations are born and
grown.

Recalling his vocation, Pope Francis said: “A vocation is an invitation that God
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gives to a heart that is waiting, whether knowingly or unknowingly.” Does your heart
pray fervently as you see the decline in vocations? Pope Francis asks, can you pray
for vocations with the same anguish that the mother of the prophet Samuel prayed
for achild?

Only God knows the secret of the vocation. Consecrated life is a transformation.
Just as a potter shapes clay into a vessel, Christ shapes each consecrated person. It
is beautiful and a great grace to be completely and forever dedicated to serving God
and our brothers and sisters.

There are many things we should pay attention to in the field of vocation
promotion: Firstis Prayer. Every vocation to the priesthood or to the monastic life is
always preceded and followed by someone’s strong and fervent prayer. That is why
Jesus said, “Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his
harvest field” (Mt. 9:38). Vocations are born from prayer. Only through prayer can
they survive and bear fruit.

Second is Teaching. Teach young people how to pray. Pope Benedict XVI
said that if we do not teach our young people how to pray, they will never hear God
calling them to a deeper relationship with God and to discipleship of the Church.

Third is Invitation. Invite young people and adolescents to accept the call to the
priesthood or to religious life. We must use effective means to reach them with that
invitation.

Fourth is Attractiveness. Show them what the priesthood really is —a call to be
a spiritual father to the entire People of God. Similarly, the consecrated life of a
young woman is a call to be united to Christ in a unique way and to be a spiritual
mother to those she encounters in her life and service.

Fifth is Preaching. If a ‘vocation culture’ is to take root in parishes and homes,
we must talk about vocations regularly. The culture in which each person grows up
greatly affects their growth and, to some extent, influences their direction. Family,
school, teachers, friends, church, media and entertainment, and other spheres of
influence should all be able to foster a vocation culture and provide a sense of
direction.

Sixth, be good vocation promoters. Every Christian is responsible for the growth
of the church. Working for the growth of the church in each person’s unique style is
an important task. Therefore, all are vocation promoters. Each one must endeavour
with the good and prosperity of the church and the individual in mind. It is our duty
to give children the thoughts on vocation of God from an early age and to nurture it
and raise it to a spiritual level. Every vocation promoter is a companion who leads
young people to a life of faith.

Receiving the call to a consecrated life is a grace of God. To choose this life,
three important things are needed - faith, prayer, and dedication. Faith in who Jesus
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is and that his life is an example for all Christians, especially those who accept this
calling. Without prayer, there will be no desire to hear God’s call and imitate Jesus.
Without dedication, there will be no perseverance to respond to God’s call and to
give up everything for the love of Jesus. These three things prepare the ground for
the seed of God’s call to be received. St. Thomas Aquinas writes: When the mind is
powerfully absorbed by ardent love and desire for something, all other things are
consequently set aside. Therefore, when the human mind is filled with ardent love
and desire for divine things, one attains perfection and as a result he rejects all that
does not originate with God and which holds him back. (Summa Contra Gentiles,
II1, ¢.130). This is the main factor that guides those in the consecrated life.

We most lovingly remind you to pray for God’s vocations in our families and
parishes. A short prayer is attached. Lord, who said to his disciples, “Ask the Lord
of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest field,” we praise you for providing
us with priests and religious who are ready to serve the church and spread the
gospel. May you enable all young women and men who are worthy to respond to
your call, understanding the meaning of the words, ““You did not choose me, but I
chose you.” May you inspire all parents to recognize the divine vocation of their
children and encourage them. We pray that you will choose from our families children
who are worthy of priestly and consecrated ministry. May your protection and care
be with all the priests and religious who have accepted God’s call and dedicated
their lives to you. May you ultimately make us all share in your heavenly glory,
Amen.

I pray for the success of all the activities that are taking place in the Church as
awhole, and in the consecrated communities in particular, to encourage God’s call.
Iremember with gratitude His Excellency, Most Rev. Catholicos, who actively lead
the Malankara Catholic Church to be enriched by God’s call, and the Rev. Bishops,
Priests, Religious and Lay missionaries who work wholeheartedly for this.

May God shower his mercy and blessings upon each of you and upon our
Church. Let us pray fervently that the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church may be
enriched with priestly and religious vocations. I wish everyone the blessings of the
Feast of Pentecost.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

Sd/-

* Samuel Mar Irenios

25.04.2024 Chairman, Synodal Commission for Vocations,
Catholicate Center Bishop of Pathanamthitta .

Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Qurbono in all our churches, mission
centers, and places of worship on Sunday, May 26, 2024, and should be communicated
to the public through appropriate means.
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Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
Faith Formation Day -2024
Respected Priests, Religious, Teachers, Parents, Dear Children,
Greetings to all in the name of the Triune God!

On the fourth of August, we are observing this year’s Faith Formation Day. I
wish all God’s blessings to all those involved in the faith formation ministry, to the
children, to the teachers who train them with sacrifice, parents, and to those who
lead this ministry.

This is a time when our Church is preparing itself to celebrate the centenary of
Reunion (2030) in a fitting manner. The Holy Episcopal Synod has determined the
programs of action for each coming year to renew and strengthen ourselves spiritually
as a Church. As part of that, we will spend a year, beginning with this year’s Reunion
Anniversary, studying, meditating, and absorbing the Word of God.

The word is the way for one person to open his/her heart to another. In the
Word of God, God speaks to us openly. In the Old Testament, God spoke to man
through the prophets and through the history of God’s people. In Jesus Christ, the
Word of God became flesh (John 1:14), becoming a man, and dwelling among us.
His disciples recorded for us in the New Testament what they learned and experienced
from Jesus. When we read the written Word with reverence and attention, God
speaks to us through his Holy Spirit. The Word helps us to correct our mistakes and
to practice godly righteousness (1 Timothy 3:16).

The time we live in is the time of words. The media controls the world today.
Through social media, everyone who is literate can share their ideas with many
people. Partial knowledge, half-truths, and lies hidden in evil are shared without any
control. The media brings the ideas of many people to us, especially the younger
generation, in the form of pictures and videos, without any control, in addition to
written words. There are many ingredients in such sharing to arouse their interest
and attract their attention. Many of them are accompanied by wrong sexuality,
violence, and other immoralities. Younger generations, who start using computers
and smartphones in search of knowledge, often become slaves to these false messages.
Their studies and personal lives often go astray.
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The public life of Jesus, as shown to us in the New Testament, begins in a sense,
with the temptation in the wilderness (Mt 4:1-11). The devil tempts him. The
evangelists show us that the devil speaks through misinterpreted and partial knowledge
of God’s Word. Jesus defends those words by pointing out the true meaning of
God’s Word. This is a valuable message for our time. We can defend ourselves
against sin only when we turn away from conversations that are focused solely on
worldly pleasures and commercial interests and embrace divine messages. If we are
to be able to prevent the evil values that the media world imposes on the new
generation, we must try to raise the new generation to be interested in God’s Word.

As part of the Year of the Word celebration, we receive action plans that help
us read, memorize, meditate, assimilate, and live the Word repeatedly through our
various ministry areas. Action plans are also being developed and implemented in
the faith training ministry. [ urge those in charge to proactively take up and implement
all the instructions related to this.

Receiving the Word with faith does not mean gaining knowledge about the
Word. The Apostle James teaches in his letter that those who hear the Word and do
not accept it deceive themselves and that blessings are only for those who obey it
(James 1:21-25). Our Lord promises blessings in the gospel to those who hear the
Word and keep it (Mt 8:24-25); They are the ones who become members of His
family: My mother and brothers are those who hear the word of God and act
accordingly (Luke 8:21).

I'wish and pray that we all receive the blessing of receiving the word of God
and through it becoming members of the household of Jesus.

Sd/-
% Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation,
Bishop of the Parassala.
20.07.2024
Catholicate Center
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

N.B. This circular should be read in all our churches and mission centres during the
Holy Qurbono on Sunday, August 4, 2024, the Day of Faith Training, or communicated
to our faithful in any way possible.
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Circular issued by the Chairman
of the Synod Commission for Families
on the occasion of Mothers Forum Day 2024

MOTHERS’ FORUM DAY CELEBRATION

Rt Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Rev. Priests, Religious and dear faithful in the
Lord,

The Holy Church celebrates the feast of St. Monica, who through her life showed
the world that the holy name ‘Mother’ is a potential for grace and holiness on 28"
August. The Malankara Catholic Mothers’ Forum (MCMF), which has accepted
this saint as its heavenly patron saint, celebrates this feast as MCMF Day. I extend
my heartfelt prayers and best wishes on this day to all the beloved mothers who are
involved in this missionary ministry, from the ecclesial level to the unit level, and to
the respected priests and sisters who lead them.

We remind you that Sunday, August 25, should be observed as MCMF Day in
all parishes, eparchial districts and eparchies of our church. We should also devise
appropriate programs on Mother’s Day to remember our beloved mothers, pray
for them and honour them appropriately.

At this time, let us remember all the children of God who were affected by the
tragic natural disaster that occurred in Mundakai, Wayanad, in our prayers. Let us
present those who died and those who lost everything to the Lord. Let us raise the
supplication in the evening prayer, “Lord, save us from the evil hour and from all
harmful forces,” more powerfully before God.

Addressing the world on New Year’s Eve 2024, Pope Francis said: “In this
time of unrest; we need a mother who can build the ‘human family’ in unity. Look at
Holy Mary. She is the one who unites, consoles, and does what is right. She is the
one who can listen to the problems of human life and wipes away tears.” The world
heard a revelation of what every mother should be and how she should be through
Pope Francis. It is a reminder that just as the Holy Mother acts before the world, so
too should every mother be a living witness in every family. Just as Saint Francis of
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Assisi, known as the second Christ, prayed in his prayer for peace, “Make me an
instrument of peace,” mothers should raise their hands and pray that God may make
them instruments of peace and unity. Mothers should demonstrate the gifts they
have received to unite, comfort, listen, and wipe tears within and outside the family.
Mothers should be able to maintain unity and peace not only in the family, but also in
the parish and the community. May the Mothers’ Forum thus shine as a “mother’s
face” of the Church! May we continue our journey of life along the path of unity and
peace that our Father, Venerable Mar Ivanios, the prophet of unity, has given us.

As part of the spiritual preparation of the Church in view of the centenary
celebrations of Reunion, a year is being observed as the Year of the Word from
September 20, 2024. During this period, the mothers of the Church, especially the
mothers, should strive to gain spiritual strength by holding fast to the Word, who
was ‘made flesh on earth’ (John 1:14). We should carefully utilize this period when
the Church is preparing to deepen its spiritual relationship with the Lord Jesus, who
is the Word, and His Holy Word, the Holy Scriptures. All members of the Mothers’
Forum should be prepared with good will to awaken and work in all the activities of
the Year of the Word organized at the ecclesiastical level and the eparchial level. The
‘Word’ is the door to salvation. It is the fountain of life and prosperity. Mothers
should ensure reading, meditation, study, and prayer in the Word in their personal
lives and at the family level. Thus, let us form families and communities rooted in the
Word! Let us sing and pray with the Psalmist: “How sweet are your words to me, O
Lord! They are sweeter than honey to my tongue” (Psalm 119:103).

As part of the special preparations for the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
Reunion Centenary, the ecclesiastical level MCMF office bearers will visit all the
eparchies in the coming days to assess the activities. The visit to the eparchy of
Parassala has already been completed. Thiruvalla Archieparchy and the eparchy of
Bathery will be visited this year. The specific objective of this visit is to strengthen
the parish units and district-eparchial levels.

The generous participation of MCMF in the charitable activities of the eparchy
of Parassala, which will be the venue for the Reunion Assembly this year, needs to
be ensured. The mothers of all our eparchies should cooperate wholeheartedly in
this regard. We can also participate in the Assembly through prayer, presence and
generous donations.

The first ecclesiastical MCMF Day celebration and gathering titled ‘Janani 2024’
is being held on August 28" at Shanthinilayam, hosted by the archieparchy of
Thiruvalla. All the executive members, director-fathers and animators of the eparchial
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Mothers’ Forum are cordially welcomed to the events held there. Wishing everyone
all the best on Mother’s Day!

May God bless you all abundantly!

With love in the Lord,
¥ Yohanon Mar Theodosius
Chairman, Synod Commission for families &
Bishop of Muvattupuzha
06.08.2024
Catholicate Centre,

Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

NB: This Circular should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

YOUTH DAY 2024

Dear Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Children in Jesus,

Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Youth Day on the feast of St.
Francis of Assisi who, during his adolescence, had become a blessing to the Church
and the world by growing into the attitude of Christ. This year, the Youth Day is
being celebrated in our church on 6 October 2024. I exhort everyone to celebrate
the Youth Day with suitable celebrations on that day. I convey the greetings of Youth
Day to all, especially to all male and female youth in our Church. I pray that the
celebrations of this day may inspire our youth to become another Christ, like St.
Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of MCYM.

The Youth Movement and Faith-formation

While thinking of the Youth in the Church of the post-Covid period, the two
critical fields that arouse apprehension are migration and lack of faith of the youth.
The number of young people migrating to foreign countries with the purpose of
studies and job opportunities is increasing. It is a reality that the disparity in the
development of countries and the availability of resources and its sharing are the
reasons that promote migration domestically and internationally. The leaders of the
nation should look seriously at the growing uncertainty in young minds with regard
to the future in the land of their birth and the place of their education. Hence, a
building of cordial relationships between world nations and a working mode that
promotes development that includes all nations are necessary at the international
level.We can reach timely solutions for this problem only when the world nations
consider that it is the need of the time that regional political thoughts and religious
claims should give way to universal brotherhood.

Itis a fact that rationalism and materialism, which are gaining prominence among
youth, are quickly leading a generation into faithlessness. The temptation to believe
only tangible truths stirs the youth to deny the immaterial truths or to have a rejecting
mentality toward them. The ideologies and movements that promote worldliness
directly or indirectly foster the philosophy of prosperity in young minds. They interpret
the virtues of love, peace, joy, etc., that give meaning to human life and the moral
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values of truth, justice, etc., as relative pleasures. They deceive the world by teaching
that the real knowledge is sensual knowledge and that real pleasure is sensual pleasure.
For them, eternal truths and eternal life are unthinkable. It is difficult for those youth
who are influenced by such thoughts to see man integrally as a person created with
body, mind and soul and to accept and love them. It is not possible to understand
man in totality if the material level of life denies the intellectual level or the spiritual
level of life.

To make God-man union possible, we should live human life in its integrity. It
was the incarnation of Jesus Christ that revealed the integrity of human life. Venerable
Mar Ivanios teaches: “The Messiah, who is with Soul and Body but is without sin, is
the means that God made to unite us, who are sinners who are with body and
soul,with the divinity. Hence, to reach God, we should unite our soul and body with
the soul and body of Messiah” (“‘Speech of KoodasaSemmasan”, Thomas Mar
Anthonios, Viswasadhorani, 36-37). It is for this reason that the Church exhorts
thatitis necessary to have Christ-oriented and Church-oriented training and growth
for the youth for their integral development.

MCYM, the Youth organization of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is
neither a social association nor an organization. Rather, it is the official apostolate of
the Church. It is the platform of the faith-formation of the Youth. Hence, we should
evaluate, from time to time at different levels, the effectiveness of the faith-formation
of the youth through the activities of the MCYM. I remind all those who are involved
in the youth ministry to hold the youth together in the Church, which is the platform
of faith-life, and to give proper conviction of faith and growth in faith gradually.
While accepting all strengths and weaknesses of youthhood, we should execute
timely training programmes by holding onto Christian hope and without giving chance
for anyone in the Church to be separated from this communion. In this matter, the
parish priests, missionaries and the members of the parish council should take special
interest to create a platform for healthy dialogue between the youth and their elder
generation in each parish. All should try to execute youth ministry as per the exhortation
of the Church rather than merely based on personal convictions. The pastoral
approach taken by us, as a Church, should be inclusive and not exclusive.

Youth, the Pilgrims of Hope

In the year 2024, we have organized the youth activities with the theme *“Youth,
the Pilgrims of Hope.” It is quite natural that the youth who are losing their self-
identity through grim experiences fall into despair. A believer can find his or her
identity only in Christ. “The proper answer to the philosophical question, ‘who am
1?7’ is that each man is nothing but another Christ (Alter Christus), that means each
man is made in the image of Christ.”” (Youth Pilgrims of Hope, Theme-2024). The
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youth who lose self-identity in their life should find their image in Christ.

The encounter with Christ and discovering oneself in Christ are two sides of the
same coin of spiritual life. A person who discovers oneself cannot but become a new
creation. “Whenever one looks at Christ, he/she can find a gap between what I am
and what I have to be. In fact, it is the discovery of our self in Christ.” (Youth
Pilgrims of Hope, Theme-2024). For the youth, the foundation of hope is nothing
but Christ. Christ, fully God and fully man, is the only person who can transform any
reality that makes us despair. It is in the setting of prayer that we recognize and
experience the active presence of Risen Christ in the world. In order to become the
prophets of hope in our contemporary world, the youth should become persons of
prayer.

I share with you the hope that Holy Father Pope Francis placed on youth.
“Through the holiness of the young, the Church can renew her spiritual ardour and
her apostolic vigour” (Pope Francis, Christus Vivit, 50). For the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church, the sanctification of youth should inspire the renewal and journeying
together of the Church.

Preparation for the Centenary of Re-union

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church enters into the preparatory days for the
centenary of the Re-union held on 20 September 1930, which was inscribed in
golden letters in the history of the Indian Church. It is a period of recommitment as
an apostolic Church by undertaking a renewal. The first year of preparation is
observed as a “Year of Word of God.” Taking “Abide in my Word™ (Jn 15:7) as
motto, we are trying to learn and understand the Word of God more. It is imperative
that we should practice a mediative approach towards the Word of God. The Second
Vatican Council exhorts: “Prayer should accompany the reading of the Word of
God” (Dei Verbum, 25). We should prepare our hearts prayerfully to listen to the
Word of God. Likewise, the youth should be ready to accept the Word, which is the
light, as the light of their life in the complicated paths of adolescence.

Young People living the Word

Our aptitude towards the Word of God should be not only for learning the
Word, but also for living the Word. We should receive the Word of God, the
foundation of faith-life, as the spiritual source of our life. It is the holy Church that
hands over the Word of God, which is the patrimony of the Church, to the generations,
and,by recognizing the signs of the time, interprets and gives the Word of God to the
people of God. Hence, we shall not interpret or proclaim the Word of God according
to one’s personal interest. “While it is a word addressed to each of us personally, it
is also a word which builds community, which builds the Church. Consequently, the
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sacred text must always be approached in the communion of the Church”(Pope
Benedict X VI, Verbum Domini, 86). Each one should be ready to learn the Word
in communion and to live Word as if it strengthens the communion. “For this reason,
the privileged place for the prayerful reading of sacred Scripture is the liturgy, and
particularly the Eucharist.” (Benedict X VI, Verbum Domini, 86).Therefore, [ lovingly
exhort everyone to ensure that our youth participate very attentively in the listening
of Scripture and the study of the Word of God on Sundays and in all programmes
related with the Year of the Word of God prescribed by our Church.

The Word of God should burn within, like a fire of the soul. It was at the youthful age
that St. Francis of Assisi, St. Francis Xavier, etc started meditative reflection on the
Word of God. It is a historical fact that it transformed not only their lives but also
their surroundings and the world itself. It was the Word-oriented life that transformed
the life of Venerable Metropolitan Archbishop Mar Ivanios. It was the meditative
approach to the Word that inspired Mar Ivanios to renew his Church and to commit
himself to missionary activities. The youth who bear the Word of God in heart can
transmit the rays of hope in possibilities and situations of despair. The Christian
youth should be able to look at the changing situations of life with the light of the
Word and to approach them with the attitude of hope. Only those youth who bear
Word in their hearts can make such interventions based on the Word. It implies that
the youth who bear the Word become the rays of hope. Today, it is the same thing
that is expected from Christian youth. I lovingly exhort more youth to come forward
to participate in the renewal and sanctifying processes of the Church by meditating
prayerfully on the Word.

Iremind you all to celebrate the Youth Day of this year on Sunday, 6 October 2024
with meaningful programs at Parish, District-Region and Eparchial levels. On this
day, all youth shall receive the Holy Qurbonoin a worthy manner after celebrating
the Sacrament of Confession. Along with this, common celebrations shall be organized
to bring all families of the parish together. The offering of this day is for the youth
ministry in our Church. That offering shall be remitted to the Eparchial curia, with
half of the amount used for the eparchial youth ministry and the other half for the
ecclesial level youth ministry. Hence, I remind particularly the Eparchial Finance
Officers to remit that amount to the Major Archieparchial Curia at Catholicate Centre,
Pattom.

The Ecclesial level Youth Day Celebrations of this year will be held at the Cathedral
Church, Tiruvallaon 19 and 20 October under the auspicious leadership of the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. I specially invite all youth to that programme. Global
Youth Quiz Competition, cultural evening, Holy Qurbono, Class, Public Meeting,
Youth Rally, etc are arranged as part of the Youth Day Celebration at the ecclesial
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level. Iinvite all the youth in our Church to this event.

Wishing all goodness and God’s blessings!

Sd/-

¥ Mathews Mar Polycarpos

Chairman, Synodal Commission for Youth.
Auxiliary Bishop,

Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum

20-09-2024
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB: This Circular should be read on 6" October, the MCYM Day, during the Holy
Qurbono in all our parishes and mission centers.
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