MALANKARA

SYNODAL ACTS AND VOICE OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Vol.5 No. 2 December 2009

000 00Dy

LL MAY B

Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

2009



PATRON
MoranMorBaseliosCleemis

EDI TORS
FrAnonyWalyaiayioQCrancelo)
S DhanyaSICOfioeSearetary)

Cl RCULATI ON
Fr.BovasMathewMeloottu

SUBSCRI PTI ON | NFORMATI ON
ThesubscriptionisRs.100perannum
Overseassubscription:US$ /15

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON PLEASE WRI TE TO

TheEdior

MALANKARA

CatholicateCentre

Pattom, Trivandrum695004

Kerabinda

Tel.0091.471.2558864,Fax:2553244

Emat mcccuria@gmail.com
malankaracc@gmail.com

Welbsite:wwwv.malankaracatholicchurch.net

PUBLI SHED BY THE CHANCELLOR
ormiheMaioAchen (CLria.CathoicateCerte,
Pattorm, Tivandrum695004,Kerala,India

TYPESETTI NGVis.RajiR.Sam

PR NTED ATStMary'sPress,Patiom, Trivandrum695004.



Synodal Acts

CONTENTS

The N nth G dinary Holy Epi scopal Synod
TheOpeigMessageoHiBediioeheCandoss e

1

N B

B R A Y

B8

RIANRY






MISSION THEOLOGY
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Introduction

It was a unique historical event that the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, under
the auspicious leadershipArthbishop Mar Ivanios, initiated the evangelization activity
in the Sate ofTamil Nadu in the year 193%he year 2009 marks the platinum jubilee
of the same and the T®eunion DayThe combined celebration, at Mariagiri in the
Eparchy of Marthandom ifamil Nadu, in the presence of His Beatitude Moran Mor
IgnaceYousef Il Younan, the Patriarch of the Syrian Catholic ChurcArdgioch,
reminds us of theaison de et of the existence of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church and the realisation of the particular call and mission of this Church.

The Oriental Churches are often depicted as museum pieces, preserving their
fossilised litugy as against thé/estern Church with the vibrancy of missionary zeal.
In this regard the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, one of the Oriental Catholic
Churches stands exceptional. She is a missionary Church. She is missionary because
she promotes the full communion of the non-Catholics with the Catholic Church as
well as proclaims the Gospel to those who have not yet heard the Good News. The
universal mission command of Jesus, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all what | have commanded you” (Mt 28: 19-20), is addressed
not only to all theApostles and their successors, but also to all the faithful who are
initiated to the paschal life of Jesus Christ through the sacraments of Baptism and
Anointing with the Holy Myron. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has been faithful
to this mission command of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through a successful missionary
enterprise, she has brought over 400,000 Faithful through reunions of groups and
individuals into the Catholic fold, and about 100,000 people who newly came to the
light of the GospelThrough the concertedfefts of the HierarchyPriests, Religious
and the Laitythe Church has spread to all the continents, especially through migrations
to theWest. The appointment oApostolic Visitors for the regions outside the
territorium proprium in India, in the USA, Canada and Europe has opened up
opportunities of evangelisation for this Church in the world. In all these places, the
small migrated communities remain as “salt of the earth” that enlivens the whole
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Ecoel
community with the message of Jesus Christ. Though our communities are small in

number we remain as doors of evangelization, wherever we are placed and it is the
special call of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Evangelization is a necessity laid upon every member of the Church, as St. Paul
says, “If | proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation
is laid on me, and woe to me if | do not proclaim the gospel” (1Cor 9:16). This
necessity is not only by virtue of the commission by the Lord (Mk 16:15) but also by
virtue of experiencing theé/ord that is embodied in every member of the Church (1Jn
1:1-4) This necessity compels each and every member of the Church to proclaim the
Word in the given opportunity (Acts 8:4).

In the last five decades subsequent to the Sedatidan Councik Decree on
the Churchg Missionary activity“Ad Gente§ there appeared several magisterial
teachings such d@vangelium NuntiandiiRedemptoris MissjdJt Unum Sintand
Apostolic Exhortations likeChristifideles Laici andDominus lesughe declaration
on the unicity and salvific universality of Jesus Christ and the Church, issued by the
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith. In all these teachings, the Church has been
enunciating the relevance and praxis of evangelizing mission in the present world.
They uphold the need of evangelization, i.e., bringing all nations to the redemptive
grace of Jesus Christhis, in no wayrules out the importance of dialogue with the
people of other faith. Therefore, the Church cautions all the missionaries to be sensitive
to the socio-cultural uniqueness of each and every cukgagnst the pre-gtican
understanding of ‘unified church’, the Council as well as post counciliar documents
strongly uphold the fact of communion within the Church as well as dialogue outside
the Church. By describing the Church as a missionary the Council also declared
emphatically that all the baptized members of the Church are missionaries. In this
regard the role of the Laity in the life and mission of the Church is presented as their
right and obligation.

The mission of the ChurchTsinity centred, that is, it has its origin and initiative
in the Holy Trinity. God the Father sends the Son as the first missionary into this
world. Likewise, the Son chose and sentAlpestles to continue the missionary
activity he began. The Holy Spirit perfects the work accomplished by the Son and
with his indwelling presence inspires thyeostles to fulfil the work entrusted to them.
Moreover the Church is in a special way considers the missionary activity as an
activity of the Holy Spirit.

The Church, the Bride of Christ, is called to continue the mission entrusted to
the Son by the Father and perfected by the Holy Spirit. Evangelisation or missionary
activity is an ecclesial activity exercised within the Church, in communion with the
Apostles and their successors, the Bishops. The individual missionary initiatives become
ecclesial in its true spirit only when they are undertaken in and with the Church.
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Mission  TheologyoftheSMCC

A worshipping community is the launching pad for evangelisation acthhty
object d evangelisation is the preaching or the proclamation diMtrel of God. Itis
aimed at bringing the saving fruits of redemption wrought by Christ to all the peoples
and itis enacted in the lityy, especially in the celebration of the Eucharist, the Holy
Qurbona Hence the Eucharist is the focus of the missionary activity of the Church.
“The Liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at the
same time, it is the fountain from which all her power flows” (SC TbgWord-
centred and Eucharist-centred Church employs and makes available the same means
for its evangelising activity as did the first Christian commur8ty the missionary
activity of the Church springs from the ligyrand it also aims at the lity, that is,
bringing people around the table of the Lord. The oriental saying, “Eucharist makes
the Church”, is a dictum for the fulfilment of the missionary command of Jesus Christ.

The spirit of evangelisation or missionary activity of the Malankara Church has
its apostolic origin, in the evangelisation missiontoT8omas, thé&postle.Though
Jesus Christ ‘incarnated’ into the culture of India with the coming of St. Thomas in 52
AD, for long centuries, it remained by and large, “as a lamp lighted and kept under the
bushel” (Mt 5:15). The missionary consciousness of the St. Thomas Christians could
not achieve its founding aim. Due to the socio-cultural conditioning of the people, the
missionary enthusiasm did not inflame them to move out of the Syrian community to
enkindle the multitudes of the Indian population.

Along with the missionary or evangelisation vision of the Universal Church and
the apostolic tradition of the St. Thomas Christians in India, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church has also inherited the charism of the Servant oAebdishop
Mar lvanios, who dreamt of winning India for Christ. The lethargic condition of the
Syrian Orthodox Church pained his heart. “The Malankara Syrian Commuihitgh
takes pride of its foundation BypostleThomas, and of the antiquity of about twenty
centuries, has not done anything of its duties of evangelization, and it has to be
considered a grave omission... So the Malankara Syrian Community will be held
accountable for the disbelief and spiritual ignorance of the people of the Indian
SubcontinentWe will have no excuses for their retarded spiritual growth... So now
we have to work with renewed energy to make up for our failures of the past.” (Mar
Ivanios,Girideepam(Kottayam: Bethany Publications, 2007), 57-58).

Being attracted by the systematic and organized missionary activities of the
Catholic missionaries, Mar Ivanios realized that for an effective missionary enterprise
in India, the Catholic communion will be a great help. It was a second thought along
with this realization that divisions and litigations are against the missionary role of the
Church.All these created a strong aaction in him to have communion with the
Catholic Church. This dream of communion was fulfilled on 20 September 1930. For
him, Reunion is not merely an ecumenical endeg\mirit is a precondition for the
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effective missionary activities of any local Church. There is only one mission entrusted
by our Lord Jesus Christ to the One Church. So the local Churches participate in this
“‘one” mission in communion with the Catholic Church. Secontliyough the
communion, the local churches could make use of the resources of the universal
Church for the déctive proclamation of thé/ord of God.Therefore, Reunion was

a missionary activity initiated by Mar lvanios in the St. Thomas tradition, anticipating
the teachings of the Secowdtican Council.

Cultural sensitivity and openness to dialogue are the necessary conditions for
any missionary endeavours. For Mar lvanios, the Malankara Church is an indigenous
Church, founded bytSThomas himself, one of thievelveApostles, in the cultural
milieu of India. So Christianity is not a foreign religion to Indian cultural context. It is
deeply rooted in the rich Indian culture. The cultural sensitivity is an indispensable
condition for evangelization activity in the multicultural land of In&eangelization
should take the form of living oreefaith and ideals in the local cultural situatidhe
Christian communitywhen it lives the faith in conformity with the culture of the land,
will be a homogenous community in the land. St. Thomas Christians lived in conformity
with the Indian traditions of language, food, clothing, ideas, ethic$netdturation is
the way of life of the people and it is not merely a matter of theologising.

Openness to religions implies respect for other religions and readiness to
acknowledge truth in therAt the same time, it does not mean watering downsone’
own faith. Dialogue will help one ultimately to rediscover the authenticity osone’
own faith. Being aware of this fact, Mar lvanios always promoted and asked his
missionaries to engage in a healthy dialogue with people of other faith. In the context
of the religious pluralism of India, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, its missionaries
and the ecclesial communities should be open to dialogue with major religions and
non-Catholic Churches of India.

For Mar Ivanios, the spiritual renewal of the Church was an essential aspect of
evangelisation. “Itis only through founding an institution by chosen people, who have
chosen the service of God as their life principle and who are nourished by ardent
devotion (love) to God, which could bring about development to the Syrian community
and effectiveness to the work of evangelisation. Only those who stand above could
save those who are in a pit. The spreading of the Gospel is achieved not only by
uttering words and verses but through virtuous deeds and works of fraternal charity”
(Girideepam(2007), P 61). Jesus Christ was the messenger and the message the
Father sent and gave to the world. In the same f@aiar lvanios, the missionaries
shall be a message to the people. Only virtuous people can be real missionaries.
“Virtues flow only from the virtuou&/irtuous life is to be preferred to virtueEhere
should be preachers of the Gospel, who have true devotion to God and genuine love
for him to lead men to GodQirideepam62). So the famous axiom of Mar Ivanios,

8



Mission  TheologyoftheSMCC

“To possess God is nobler than to serve Hi@ifileepan 63) is a slogan of Indian
evangelization.

The Oriental theology and spirituality see monastic life as the source of the spiritual
life of the Church. SimilarlyMar Ivanios also realised that the source of strength of
an evangelist is self-renunciation achieved thraaayhasa “The Apostles of Jesus
Christ were those who acquired the strength of the mind and the grace of God. Only
such people could say like the apostles, “Behakelhave left everything and followed
you” (Mt 19:27). They are the true evangelists. Itis only through them that the world
has come to know Jesus the Messfdhthese things are realized in the one, who
embraces religious lifes@ny&apath). It is with this realisation that Mar Ivanios
founded the Order of the Imitation of Christ, a religious congregation which he also
named as Betharyshram.

Mar Ivanios visualised evangelisation as the total liberation of man, especially
the maginalised sections of the humankind and the sodiétyce he turned to the
people of lower castes in the Indian sociétpwever his vision of evangelisation
was not merely founded on the upliftment of the social status of low caste people,
which would be attractive to them as it would be a real heaven to them in the social
sphere. Mar Ivanios took into account the spiritual needs of the scheduled caste
people more than their social upliftment. He was particular that no one should embrace
Christianity due to any worldly motive, including emancipation from the lack of freedom
in ones own society‘If anyone approaches Jesus, the Lord, with a sincere desire to
become a Christian, arrangements are done for him to get the necessary training and
preparation. In order to quench the thirst for those who are suffering from worldly
drought we have provided a well there and for those who are burdened with heavy
loads, a portés restWe give them training for a period, in the moral principles of
Christianity in the teachings of Jesus Christ and in Christian behaviour before they
are given Baptism, by which they become true Christians. Later on, with due
preparation, they are given the Sacred Body and Blood of Jesus Christ through the
Holy Qurbona” (Girideepam 152-53)

The Mission Theology of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is evolved from
the above sources. It is founded on the rock of communion of the Catholic Church
strengthening it on two grand pillars, nametlye reunion of all the Malankara
St. Thomas Christians and the evangelisation of peoples. The former is the reunion of
all the St. Thomas Christians of the undivided Syro-Malankara Church. The latter is
the bringing of the Good News to all who have not come to the light §ftine of
God and the economy of salvation brought about by Jesus Christ. These are the two
aims bequeathed to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church by the Servant of God Mar
Ivanios,the founder of the Reunion Movement. Reunion, in St. Thomas tradition, is
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New Evangelisation. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, through its efforts of
Reunion aims at a new evangelisation. The efforts of Mar Ivanios was aimed at this
new evangelisation or evangelisation of the Malankara St. Thomas Christians who
lost the ‘saltiness’ of their existence and thus become a cause of spreading ‘darkness’
around due to disunityrhe disunity among thetSThomas Christians, Mar Ivanios
considered, was the greatest obstacle against Christian mission imtnaiark for
Christian unity is indirectly to work for the missions. Ultimatetgumenism and
missions have the same goal, namely to bring the scattered sheep to the one sheepfold
of Christ.To be fully united with him is the basis of our salvation.

India, being a land of ancient religions and sages, its people has a special
appreciation for mysticism, spirituality and God-experiedgewe can make out
from the source of tradition of the St. Thomas Christians, the missionary and spiritual
life was pioneered by monks in the Syrian and Indian spiritual tradition. The Syro-
Malankara Church should adopt a missionary approach that is more in tune with her
traditions and more appealing to the Indian mentatigzmely giving witness as a
praying and worshipping communifyshram life and spirituality are the characteristics
of the Indian tradition. The missionary dynamism of the Church of the East was
primarily due to the asceticism and monasticism cultivated in their ecclesial tradition.
Hence a recapturing of the spirit of asceticism and monasticism will enable our Church
to be more effective missionary in its outreach.

Having linguistic and cultural diversity among the faithful, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church promotes healthy dialogue between various cultures and languages.
The cultural and linguistic diversity is not a challenge but a blessing given to our
Church We shall understand them as starting points to preathidheof God to the
people of various languages and cultufgghe same time, it is a challenge to keep
our people as “One Church”. In its evangelisation approach, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church endeavours to build culturally integrated commuriitidse context
of the cultural pluralism of India, she promotes living sriaith and ideals in the local
cultural situation, so that in conformity with the culture of the land, she becomes a
homogenous communitis far as & Thomas Christians are concerned, their living
was always in conformity with the Indian traditions of language, food, clothing, art,
architecture, ideas, ethics, etc.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church develops a praxis-oriented-faith-living. The
parishes established after the reconstitution of the Hierarchy of the Malankara Church
in the Catholic communion were small communities. Hence, these communities had
a close knit community-relationship based on bearing witnessWaditeof God that
challenged them to be the “salt of the earth” (Mt 5:13) and “light of the world” (Mt
5:14). They were formed as loving, sharing and caring communities and thus were

10



Mission  TheologyoftheSMCC

effective witnesses to the Gospel values that were preached. Thus they could attract
people of other faiths and Christian denominations to the one, true, apostolic and
catholic faith as lived in our Church.

The aim of preaching the Gospel is to gather the People of God around the table
of God where all are called as children of God to enjoy the meal of fellowship. This
gathering becomes meaningful and perfect only when the community can ensure
equality and justice. Therefore preaching of the word of God implies forming a just
community where all can enjoy freedom and justice as the son/daughter of the heavenly
Father In the context of injustice and oppression on various levels in the Indian
society the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church takes the form of a Servant-Church. It
is nothing but a commitment to the liberative mission of Christ. She cannot keep
silence when persons or communities are deprived of justice. So, on the one hand she
takes care of such persons and communities by providing quality education, health
care service and charitable activities and on the other hand, she speaks for them in
the common forum. In this regard, the social involvement and activities of the Church
are characterized by truth, justice and integrity and should be authentic expression of
love and service as revealed in Jesus Christ. This aim of the Church is actualised by
the social service societies of the eparchies of this Church, which are also recognised
as non-governmental organisations.

The history and the growth of the evangelisation activity of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church imamil Nadu show that this Church successfully implemented the
vision and praxis of Mar lvanios who initiated it with insight and foresight. The Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in the Eparchy of Marthandom is a fully inculturated,
indigenised and culturally and linguistically integrated Churcreimil Nadu. The
work began by the Servant of God was reinforced by Rt. Rewnsignor Joseph
Kuzhinjalil and the Congregation of the Daughters of Mary founded by him. It was
supplemented by the clergy and other religious and lay missionaries, particularly the
upadgsis (catechists trained by Mar Ivanios), who worked in solidarity with them.
As vocations to priesthood and religious life came up from the newly-evangelised, the
Syro-Malankara Catholic ChurchTamil Nadu became self-supporting and able to
undertake new missionary endeavours. The Eparchy has itself become a mother of
many missionarieJoday the Eparchy of Marthandom with over 75000 Faithful is a
shining example of a mission Eparchy in the Catholic Church.

This is certainly an achievement, but a humble beginning. There are miles to go
before we will have gone “through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man
comes” (Mt 10:23). If this is what Jesus foresees, for evangelising India, the special
vocation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church as visualised by Mar Ivanios, how
many different cultures, languages and communities have we to traverse. How much
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more have we to be inflamed by the spirit of evangelisation. In addition to this, we
have to vindicate the rights and fulfil the obligations laid on us as individuals and as a
Church.The Second/atican Council in its Decree on Eastern Catholic Churches
states, “Individual Churches, whether of the East or of\West ... are of equal
dignity so that none of them is superior to the others by reason of rite. They enjoy the
same rights and are under the same obligations, even with respect to preaching the
Gospel to the whole world (Mk 16:15) under the guidance of the Roman pontiff” (OE
3). Every Individual Church has its God-given right and obligation to proclaim the
Word or the Gospel that it has received and is enshrined in the faith-traditions.

This issue of MALANKARA, being published after the platinum jubilee
celebrations of the commencement of the evangelization activity of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church in thet&te ofTamil Nadu, has focused on the mission theology of
this Church in these editorial pages. It also gives the report and decision of the Ninth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod that was convoked from 20 to 23 October 2009 and
the Extra-Ordinary Synod orilIDecember 2009The Extra Ordinary Synod was
important for the erection of new Eparchies and election of new bishops for our
Church. The reports and the relevant news for the erection of Eparchies and the
consecration of newly appointed bishops will be reported in the next issue of
MALANKARA.

We, the Editors, are happy to present this issue of MALANKARA, which
contains, in addition, the report of the"#8union day celebration, pastoral letters and
circulars during this period.

- Editors
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The Ninth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
2-5 March 2009

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
11 December2009
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TheNinthHolyEpiscopalSynod

2009 8&65)6nId 20 23M@ 23 AUOE MENE |
20180 M30lIM &eOmILlonIMARWIANS
B08al@0 MIWIEEM aPlMIBLNIHTI MIManERIMIG]
al@lR3RD &I6MIAIleNINIINI MOISIY @26 MIEMB®o

MVoa)BJO0W TVEAOIBO HR(GOMINQO,

MDD BMWal®0 AVLOWIEM alBlUOED af)aflNVEHNA|E@ TVLYINAOEBITVICEIBE)
a)®1 MVEaNBO HA(@ICOLITOMORIHO AVIDN®O 2IYINDITE OB aBQo
TLEAN0HIBH)M). HOBAIAIaIMEmIEN. afl. d)denomaileno calo)0afla] Momes
TMEO® @RANS)IM M1 HW)o GRINGO®IN allailw BIVEBSEIGE @RAIOS
QUSBOM B0 Ol BROR)MGHORIW AUSBUWBEHW] Ma)es &BOmoaila)
6008 MAElaloW)aM). @RYBIAOW, 79-00 al)NOOVHIAUOBHIBHOBIOMWWI0 @Al
$mogloal &my0s,)200] Helolad aeim:o TVOIWOM] &EOmILRINeNITLEW)HS
M) AilEWAHAIB B06M(IAIBEMMOTIIOG aloglMo R)enileil GryEELIUBBSBHSV)o
allRwo emOmM @RMYMAGENAM). ERM)EAIINL], @PCACIEOWVIoLl ALIE:O VO]
@IM] BHEOMILNBNINVEWAS EalaHl® (2 IQIGOMEEBBIOS @RYVOROBIHY OR®
Ryenilell GrERRIaHEBRU MEMES MVEWYHNS DD GRINGADIOL! &)SOVRWVIHSW)o
BYOIODIOBRW0 B0) MVOHHUIAOV])aN). D (A IVOMEBEIOEl CH@@ICIIN)
@REIQIMBLO00W W)aNIEMO3 M0Q Loeﬂcsquoq)go, GROMal 203 CMIAMS ag)am’
all®O HH MO OO MO (alUdo MV HHYAN). BREAM YO &Y Wloel qv)olwoml
SCOMOLNEH ald(@IVASHT BR@IWMIMOW GRONIM GROAB MUNOIM W)TVal
(@I®1VMB ©ODMIM @O)CaMIVIOS 2LIEHO qVIOTVWOIM] &EOMOLINBHITVED
MBAMODINM 211 @al0R0W (aI0WIMIAle §OBAIM:AIRDGIW)o MO GPM)
MO2clee)am).

(o1 aVEa0IBD AR ORITOMIR060, MIEBUBBHOIVWOANMEAIINL! aldl.all
@00l INWIBS aI@IMo002a8 M0Bajda] DD QldaHo HHAUGIBAIBHUNIWS] (ol Iyd
aflajjaieed. ©6aBldaI8aHo  (aleriydailaj@ilong (alowWIMLo alDEOICI® §U0)(U0)
HO1enNes MNOalleneaqlS)d®io alld)RL1HB1ENOa|S)dH W0 Al aqVEI
V2)a00 af)m MIRIVIE3 Moo AMAVILIOECHNENZMIENE. MEDHS B(BITVMEBBSIOL!
D QAUGHOOD al@laldSldSINS (S 1WICRG:R0W  @RYAVY(@EM@TBIMYo MSOIN]
aflm200 6mOM WIEBBOS BAUOOW)o (AICDIH0 @RYadIOMO HaIYIAN). MANOS
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OpeningMessage
SAOMOAW cWWYBITMallom allglene TVeWOS &laiM)o BV ICIM)

2001 ®EBHSOMOM al)MEIVABa|eMo MSOEMOIMW MOS ©6AUBIHe0
ClaI@laflen0m D Al@ato DSWINES.

al@l00)RL TVIAMA0EBIMY o) MIeIVIG3, MEMOS alGlVWEMM MTICHEENS
26Q00)caa IeIVcRIT M@BB)OS (VEL GMONB HHNMIHO)IN). MAMES TV
Wloel GREINIVAYOS VOSMIBHEMOTIM MANHS M)SRAMSBS  (VOEL @RYAIUDY
@06m. @PAIGHS aflel alBalle:wd M@ @O(@o M0 MWD aldll®ea]s)
@AM aldslel. MERWVIGE, Hald®OAl QAUBOO (GlWICVH20W] MILINHIBSB)aM
MEMOS GREIN0WHO TVERW)OS Alallw Glalal® (aIUIBCMMEEBSIT UGB
MANOS TVERWOS O GaleMIVITE BINEBIGNHBOMRHIM  CaIOONIaOla{lecan6ns
oM. MEMHS @RLINIVWA MENOS TVEWAS TV)AECUDHEALIVITE ag)( @RI
(S1OEDHROWV] @OLIRIOIHHYIM) af) NGOG GRSWOSAOWI0)aN) DEIEHO HIOID
eils, (mca(momﬂ(smmaasmg CNOI®IODIG3 MUCOMA] BBOTVMABOL! TGV
SHOMOOWIE3 Mvocaislafla) AlaH@ TLE2ABMo.

HOMOYEMOMI@3, MVERIRIAUNDODI@B (A ICMyH5la], @ROIWMO RIAOOWIG3, ol
0 HCOMILNBHI @RSHNO (A I0ENILIYHA|SIOMMM@IM BBOTVM HA(@IGa]oel]
Om0203 QYBT3 I020W ITIAIOIOASIBHEMHAIN ENIM MIBBSIOS (VERLVITIO]
S)OmaM). MVAABajeMMNNRLIMBB®)o @RSHAHWVIO® QAW B0} HHAIGIHTV)
a0MIEM MOMOS TVRWINS TVMUAD)o (D 1SHHDIOAM Moo AlMA@lH6H00d
aloslel. MEMeS TVRUISL! af)Lld BRHOIWMIELINaHUEBRSIR)0 MO0 al}C®OW
(adV1RLT@le] @RYOOIWMI(HA (NMNGEBUE DalCWIUIIHNIM MIBBEBAUCOW)o
a0 23cmI0Wlaflen)am). mames @oEIAIBY all®OEH MO0}HS AM)aHY
MUDa00@Bal00l0 DDAHASANROW ROMYaHlE: M2 lnIMEEBS)0 MWEBBB)0 HAIOM)CA
@RYSB)HUB (W00 MIIBH)M) )N AUMT®I® MIEBSINOW] 2l AIW) &6 AN ©)
af)MBs aBO0 TVEAMOaHO M@BYIM).

OMVI®0oMIGIA3 aldl. NIMWIES al@IMI00AM 20@a j0a] AflglapdnSlw alDoIS@)
&HCOMILIlHH0 TVRIMEAINIMINIHS MVEMABMOTIM AleE:S)HIMMIMOW] amOd
MSOWIQ COIMOWI(D® (aloWIMIMSBS BANOWID}AM). AIDOMI®Y BECTMILIlE60
aloOMIYOMINLI TVEA0IBGITVEEWISIBS MEMOS @)5002 MAIlE:G1ee)M @]
M88 BOAUMEROWIO)AM) D®. MANOS MVERWIOL! all®OLOHMOBHE olBlUd)EL
20@a]oa]0 ®loyam “ O3 99Ra01H @YUoMVBHBo @RYUTBNI0BEERSB0 D
@RAITVEO MO MIEBBUBES MTBH)AN). alBludEL allmoail memes TVeWHS
Gal@l@d 630) qYleN0 @EMOMGEIT MO TVLERIMa)). AIDOAV®Y BECINO
ellend MVRIB:0050L1VCNOM (1 19anHS BRMLIN® &HAFIMoud ellwomodewo
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OFHIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THENINTHORDINAR Y HOLY EPISCOFAL SYNOD
OFTHE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 20 TO 23 OCTOBER 2009

Venerable Brother Bishops,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome my brother bishops to this Ninth Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod. | give thanks to our Lord for the wonderful ways in which He
leads our church and makes her grow in the different parts of the world, rooted in the
Word of God and the Holy Qurbono. First of all, let me recall the success of the
celebrations of the 9 ReunionAnniversary and the Platinum Jubilee of the
evangelization endeavours of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in the District of
KanyakumariTamil Nadu. Likewise the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the inception
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church mission&mmerica was a testimony of the
communion and mission of our Church in the world. | appreciate the leadership of
Most RevYoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Réeseph Mafhomas in these fefrts.
| recall the historical significance and divine plan in the visit of the His Beatitude
Moran Mor Ignaceérousef Ill'Younan, the Syrian Catholic Patriarchfaftioch, to
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Dear brother bishops, as you know that the Holy Father Pope Benedict XIV has
declared this year as theéar of the PriestsWe, as a church founded and sanctified
through priestly ministryhave to understand the significance of the declaration of the
“Year of the Priests.” | invite all of you to make creative planning and execution of
the programmes of this year in our eparchies. May this year be a time to inspire our
priests to rededicate themselves to the call of our Lord Jesus Christ and to the life and
mission of our Church.

| also invite your attention, as a synod, to another important area of concern. The
empowerment of the Laity in our Church needs further attentdmshall not limit
it to the conferral of titles on them. Our Laityho are in general very creative in the
Church should be encouraged to participate in the building up of our Church, through
their incorporation in the different apostolates of the Church. The mission meet
organized by the Malankara Cathofissociation in South Canara in the Eparchy of
Bathery was a testimony how creatively our Laity interested in the evangelizatio
ministry of our Church.
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At this point, | would like to bring to your attention that the eparchial bishops have
to take a personal care to enforce the Catholic Malankara discipline in the ecclesial
life, especially in the domain of the ligical life.We shall not faget that a committed
and disciplined clerical community is the wealth and hope of our Church. Let me also
urge you to introduce the newly published liturgical books in all our liturgical celebrations
in the Church. It gives me great delight to share with you that the people-friendly and
warm human approaches and policies of our Bishops are, in general, appreciated by
the people.

My Visit to Rome in September to attend the meeting of the Heads of the Catholic
Oriental Churches convened by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI was a significant
one. It was an occasion to renew our communion with the sister churches of Oriental
Catholic tradition. | take this opportunity to convey the apostolic greetings and blessings
imparted by His Holiness the Pope to the Bishops of our Church. On that occasion |
gifted, on behalf of our Church,3leeboto His Holiness. His Eminence Leonardo
Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches also asked
me to convey his greetings to you all.

During my aforesaid visit | had the opportunity to attend a press conference in
Rome. One of the important questions raised to me was, “what difference has it
made to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, that it is elevated to the rank of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church?” | replied, “Our church on its own could respond to
the needs of her internal life and apostolate and open up itself to respond to the needs
of Universal Church. It is only because of the same we could send priests and religious
to the Church in Ethiopia for missionary activities and that it could undertake more
social and charitable commitments. These are signs of the growing vitality of our
Church.” Dear bishops, it is a gift as well as a call, ssi @uris Church, to express
our unigue identity as a Majérchiepiscopal Church, in the life and mission of our
Church.

| declare this Holy Episcopal Synod open.

- Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
MajorArchbishop
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Ninth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(20-23 October 2009)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked the Ninth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at the Synod
Hall of the MajorArchiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre, Patioimandrum
from 20 to 23 October 2009.

Eight out of the nine Synod Fathers, - His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rehomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of
the Synod), Most RevGeevaghese Mar Divannasios, Most R&oohanon Mar
Chrysostom, Most Revdoshua Mar Ignathios, Most Ré&braham Mar Julios, Most
Rev Joseph Marhomas and Most Revacob Mar Barnabas — were present. Most
Rev Geevaghese Mafimotheos, Bishop Emeritus ®iruvalla, could not attend the
HES due to his health conditions.

Fr. AntonyValiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Majérchiepiscopal Curia,
recorded the minutes of the Synod.

The Holy Episcopal Synod began its first session at 9 a.m. on 20 October 2009.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the President of the
Holy Synod welcomed all the Bishops to the Ninth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod.
His Beatitude recalled the wonderful ways in which the Lord is leading and making
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church grow in the different part of the world rooted in
theWord of God and the Holy Qurbono. He recalled the success of the celebrations
of the 79 ReunionAnniversay and the Platinum Jubilee of the evangelization
endeavours of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in the Kanyakumari District of
Tamil Nadu. Likewise the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the inception of the Malankara
Catholic Church missions Aamerica was a testimony of the communion and mission
of our Church in the world. His Beatitude lauded the leadership of Most &Ehanm
Mar Chrysostom, Most Revyoseph MaFhomas and Most Reyacob Mar Barnabas
in these efforts. He also recalled the historical significance and divine plan in the visit
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of the His Beatitude Moran Mor Ignad®usef Il Younan, the Syrian Catholic
Patriarch ofAntioch to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. His Beatitude delved
on the significance of the ®ar of the Priests” in the Church and invited all concerned
to a spiritual empowerment during this yeirte empowerment of the Laity in our
Church needs further attentione shall not limit it to the conferral of titles on them,

but our Laity who are in general very creative in the Church should be encouraged to
be participate in the building up of our Church through their incorporation in the different
apostolate of the Church. The mission meet organized by the Malankara Catholic
Association in South Canara in the Eparchy of Bathery was a testimony how creatively
our Laity were interested in the evangelization ministry of our Church.

His Beatitude also dealt with the obligation of the Bishops to enforce the Catholic
Malankara discipline in the ecclesial life, especially in the domain of the liturgical life.
His Beatitude urged the Bishops to introduce the newly published liturgical books in
all our liturgical celebrations in the Church. He lauded the people-friendly and warm
human approaches and policies of our Bishops, which in general is appreciated by the
people.

His Beatitude also shared with the HES the experience of a press conference in
Rome, in which he was asked, what difference has it made to the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, that it is elevated to the rank of a MAjahiepiscopal Church.

His Beatitude responded that the Church on its own could respond to the needs of her
internal life and apostolate and open up itself to respond to the needs of Universal

Church. She could send priests and religious to the Church in Ethiopia and that it

could undertake more social and charitable commitments. These are signs of the
growing vitality of our Church.

His Beatitude also conveyed to the HES the orientations of the meeting of the
Heads of the Catholic Oriental Churches convened by His Holiness Pope Benedict
XVI on 19 September 2009. His Beatitude conveyed the greetings and blessings
imparted by His Holiness the Pope to the Bishops. His Beatitude informed the HES
that he gifted, on behalf our ChurchSkeebgto His Holiness. His Beatitude also
conveyed to the Most ReBishops the greetings of His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal
Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches.

His Beatitude declared the HES open.
THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA
His Beatitude, the President of the HES, presented the agenda of the Synod:
Prayer
Report of the Eighth Holy Episcopal Synod
Decisions of the Eighth Holy Episcopal Synod

Report of the Meeting of the HES with the Rector and Staff of the Malankara
Major Seminary

Wb
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Report of the Extraordinary HES on 21 September 2009

The Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC

Curriculum for the formation of the Permanent Deacons

Presentation of the study of the rite of crowning according to the Malankara

liturgy
9. The Planning and Preparation for the MaochiepiscopaAssembly

10. Construction of the Catholicate Centre

11. The Common Programmes of July 15 and September 20
12. The Relation with the Thozhiyoor Church

13. Evaluation of the Mission Meétsu Mahotsav

14. Matters subseceto

15. Other relevant matters if any with the consent of President

To the proposed agenda was added “Sharing the experiences in the Eparchy” and
“the ways of observing théear of Priests”. The agenda was approved by the HES

© N o O

The Report and the Decisions of the Eighth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
held from 2 to 5 March 2009

The Report and the decisions of the Eighth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod were
read out. In the course of the discussion it was pointed out that the decisions of the
HES that has a pastoral significance has to be informed to those concerned in time. It
was also pointed out the head of the Seminary Commission was called “Chairman”
not “President"After these corrections and clarifications the report and the decisions
were proposed to be passed by Most.R&sevaghese Mar Divannasios. It was
supported by Most Revoseph MaFrhomas and passed with applause by all present.

The Report of the Extraordinary HES on 21 September 2009 at the visitation of
His Beatitude Moran Mor Ignacéousef Ill Younan, the Patriarch of the Syrian
Catholic Church oAntioch was read out and was passed.

Report of the Meeting of the HES with the Rector and Staff of the Malankara
Major Seminary held on 5 March 2009 was read out. It was suggested that the
report should be modified before publication.

THE DELIBERA TIONS
The Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC

The draft of the Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC was taken up for study
and final approval. Re¥r. John Kochuthundil, Secretary of the Drafting Committee
was called in to the HES in session to assist it in the study

The HES studied the proposed amendments and unanimously made the
corrections. The Holy Episcopal Synod in its eighth session on 22 October 2009,
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unanimously and solemnly approved the draft of the Code of Particular Canons of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and requested His Beatitude, the Mefdrishop
Catholicos to send a copy of the text with the acts of the Holy Episcopal Synod to the

Holy See according to the norm of CCEQOL& §3 and to promulgate it according to
the norm of CCEO c18.

Evaluation of the Reunion Day Celebrations

It was unanimously opined that the celebrations of tHeREQinioPAnniversary
and the Platinum Jubilee of the evangelisation ministry of the SMCanmil Nadu
was a grand success. The name give to the celebratialaskarai Thirusabai
Sangamamvas very aptAll were congratulating the Eparchy of Marthandom and
to its Eparch. It was suggested that the mode of celebration could evolve in the
future

Evaluation of the Indian Mission Congress (IMC) 2009

Most Rev Jacob Mar Barnabas circulated a study and evaluation of the IMC
held at Mumbai by the CBCI. The HES appreciated the mission congress.

The Year of the Priests

The Synodal Commission for the Clergy is planning a get-together of all the
priests of the SMCC. The HES which delved on the possible outcome of the meeting
endorsed the suggestion and fixed the date of the meeting as 16 and 17 March 2010.
The gathering shall be named Bklankara Catholic Vaidika Sangamam 2010
The venue of the meeting can be MAXSET Tiruvalla. All Eparchial and Religious
Priests are to be invited to the meeting by His Beatitude, the Catholicos. The Bishops
have to encourage personally the priests to attend the meetingimylMost Rev
Bishop Kallarangattu, MAlexander Jacob IPS, MRalf Martin were suggested as
resource persons for the meeting. The Catholicate Centre will present a memento to
the priests. The gathering could end with a photo session.

Curriculum for the formation of the Permanent Deacons

The curriculum for the proposed formation of the Permanent Deacons was
introduced by Most Re\Abraham Mar Julios, the Chairman of the Seminary
Commission. It was decided that the course should be for three years according to
the norm of CCEO c 354 and the candidates shall be in the age of group of forty-five
to sixty-five. The persons who aspire for the ministry shall send in their application to
his respective Eparchial BishopApostolicVisitor. The application is accepted in
accordance with the number of Deacons required to fulfil the ministry of the Eparchy
or the Extra-territorial region.

Construction of the Catholicate Centre
The accounts were presented. They were evaluated. There was some discussion
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over how to raise funds to complete the construction. It was suggested that some
collections from the Gulf countries should be sought. It was also opined that other
offerings earmarked for the common needs of the Church should reach the respective
centres as stipulated.

The Major ArchiepiscopalAssembly

The proposed First MajérchiepiscopalAssembly of our Church came in for
deliberationsVarious themes were suggested for the assembly: Malankara Catholic
Church in the 2% century; Identity of the SMCC ananyatha the St. Thomas
Christian PatrimonyThe theme should be such that it highlights the particular mission
of unity and evangelisation of the SMCC. There emerged a consensus that
“Evangelisation and the Malankara Catholic Church” could be the theme of the
assembly

A lineamentashould be prepared by an expert committee. The convenor for the
theological matters, Most RéAbraham Mar Julios, could convene a group of experts
consisting of Rt. ReWMsgr. Antony Kackanatt, Revr. Philip ChempakasseriRev
Sr. Namita SIC and MrJomiThomas to draft the preliminatyneamentafor the
assemblyThe Eparchial assemblies that precede the Majhiepiscopalhssembly
should study and discuss the preliminkingamentaand suggest practical ways of
achieving the goals of the evangelisation ministry of the SMCC before the final
lineamentais prepared for the Majdkrchiepiscopal assemblylt should set forth
the priority of our missionary ministry over the institutional growth of our Church.
Some questions to ponder over are: What is the percentage of our resources that is
used for the direct evangelisation ministnXPe we growing in a sort of religious
materialism? Do we have a mission thrust in our approach? Is our seminary formation
oriented towards the mission of our Church? Do we mobilise our youth for missionary
activity? Do we search for the scope of mission in other continénés®e enkindled
by the fire of missionary evangelisation?

The EparchiaAssemblies shall be held in the year 2010. Most Beevaghese
Mar Divannasios said that in the Eparchy of Bath#ry assembly could be held in
March 2010. Most Revoshua Mar Ignathios said that in the Eparchy of Mavelikara,
the assembly could be convened in May 20Mife MajorArchiepiscopaPhssembly
shall be held in January 2D1

Certain Liturgical Norms
a. Marriage Rites

Most RevAbraham Mar Julios introduceddlstudy on the rite of crowning in
the litugy of the SMCC. Re\Fr. KuriakoseThadathil was also called in to the HES
to assist His ExcellencyA paper was introduced for discussion. It was proposed
that in our liturgy oimarriage, blessing crowns could be used by Bishops for the rite

of crowning. After the crowning the chains can also be blessed and giVka.
complete vestments of thedBiop will be worn by the Bishop while celebrating all
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sacraments except the sacrament of Reconciliation arahtheting of the Sick. If
a relative of the bride and groom is assisting at marriage, he can also wear the priestly
vestments. This decision will become effective from January 2010.

b. Incensing the Bishops at liturgical celebrations

When more than one Bishop is present at a liturgical celebration, the Deacon
shall incense all the Bishops at first and at the subsequent incensing, the deacon need
to incense only the main celebrant.

c. Attir e of Bishops

It was also decided that the ordinary attire of a Bishop shall be a saffron cassock.
At solemn liturgical celebrations like Priestly and Episcopal ordination, blessing of the
Chrism and on MaundVhursday a Bishop wears a red cassock.

Evaluation of the Seminary Formation

Most Rev Abraham Mar Julios, the Chairman of the Seminary Commission
reported to the HES that there is improvement in academic, intellectual and spiritual
dimensions of the formation in our Major Seminajowever it seems that the
liturgical prayers are recited mechanicallihere is an éért to elicit the support of
the staff in the formation programmes. Some are to still comply with. He also informed
the HES that the term of office of the present Rector expires at the end of this
academic yearSo also there is need of new Deans for the faculties of Philosophy
andTheology It was suggested that the practice of rotation in the appointment of the
Rector of the Major Seminary was good and is to be upheld. The other members of
the Seminary Commission, Most R&eevaghese Mar Divannasios and Most Rev
Yoohanon Mar Chrystostom, also agreed to the evaluation and report presented by
the ChairmanAll the other members of the HES also shared their views on the
present atmosphere of formation in the Seminary

Other relevant matters if any with the consent of the President

The pastoral and spiritual care of the children and youth of our church was
proposed for evaluation. The HES appreciated the systematic implementation of the
Sunday School programmes for the faith formation of our children with the introduction
of the common syllabus of catechism. In this context, the need of an organisation for
the effective training and formation of our children was discussed. The HES decided
to establish the Malankara Catholic Childsebheague (MCCL) for this purposal
Sunday School Students are members of this organisation. The units of this are to be
established in all our parishes. Coordinating these units there shall be eparchial and
extra-eparchial Directors. His Beatitude the Catholicos will appoint the common
Director for the whole Churcf.he Childrens League is su@vised by the Synodal
Commission for Faith Formation. Réw. GeogeThekkadayil from thérchieparchy
of Tiruvalla was proposed as the common Director of the MCCL.

The HES expressed its satisfaction over the functioning of the Malankara Catholic
Youth Movement (MCYM). For its morefettive functioning and to strengthen its
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leadership, the HES decided that the upper age limit of the members of the MCYM
shall be 35 yearsAll Malankara CatholicYouth who have completed their Sunday
School shall be members of the MCYM.

For the pastoral, spiritual, ecclesial, intellectual and social formation ¥baoitin
studying in our educational institutions, the HES decided that Campus Ministry shall
be oganised.A common Director shall be appointed for this.

Some Liturgical Norms

At the time of Baptism and Chrismation every child, either male or female may
be led to the sanctuary to kiss the altar

Girls and women may be permitted wherever it is deemed possible, to read the
Old Testament and the Letters df Baul standing in thleaikala (nave), below the
kestrumoduring the HolyQurbonoand other liturgical celebrations.

The Eparchial Bishop may grant permission to the. Besters after necessary
consultation and verification, who have received special training, to distribute the
Holy Communion, according to the need of the parishes of his Epdittisypermission
will be personal; hence it is not to be transferred to others. This permission is made
use of only for the particular parish or for a special event. They will have to carry a
special vestment blessed by the Eparch. This arrangement will come into effect
from the Feast of Easter 2010.

To the insignia of the Catholicos is to be added a small golden cross on the
makudamof the mudithoppi

The HES requested the His Beatitude the Catholicos to bring forth a Pastoral
Letter in which His Beatitude promulgate and bring to the attention of the People of
God of SMCC some of the important decisions of the HES, such as the observance
of nomby prohibition of marriage duringombuseason, campus ministpermanent
diaconate ministryparticipation of wanen in the litugical celebrations, etc.

Silver Jubilee of SEERI

St. Ephrem$ Ecumenical Research Institute Kottayam under the auspices of
theArchieparchy offiruvalla is completing 25 years of its service on 14 September
2010. ltis an institute for Ecumenism and Syriaadi#&s.To mark the occasion of
the Jubilee, the institute isganising an international Syriac Seminar

Syro-Malankara Prav&i Sangamam

The HES looked into the possibility of convening a get-together of the
representatives of the Malankara Catholics employed in the Gulf Countries to
coordinate the pastoral care for them. Such a meeting could also boost up their
entrepreneurial talents and chalk out possibilities of investment opportunities aimed at
the good of commuty and Church. The Holy Episcopal Synod suggested that such

25



TheNinthHolyEpiscopalSynod

a gathering could be calledalankara Pravasi Sangamansan be convened in
August 2010.

Deepika

In order to save the Deepika, the Malayalam Daily Newspapatr supports
value based journalism, the Malankara Catholic Church is expected to collaborate
financially. The MajorArchieparchy offrivandrum has already promised a substantial
help. Our Eparchies and Religious Congregations could also be encouraged to put in
their share towards this purpose.

Sharing on ETRI

Most Rev Jacob Mar Barnabas shared with the HES his recent experiences in
the organisation of the pastoral activities in the ETRI. He recalled the enthusiasm
with which the Faithful had welcomed the appointment dipmstolicVisitator for
the ETRI. Howevetrthis enthusiasm could not be sustained due to the lacKiofesutf
number of priests who cooperates with the arrangements. This difficult situation will
linger on until we get sufficient vocations to priesthood from the region itself.

Special Synod for the Middle-East

It was learned that the Holy Father is convoking in Rome a special Synod for the
Middle East in order to respond to the present challenges the Church faces there.
The Holy Father has appointd His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos as a member of the Synod It was observed that as there is a
large number of Malankara Catholics working in the Gulf countries, there is a need
that the Malankara Catholic Church is represented at the Synod. Mo$hemas
Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod, was asked to inform this matter to the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches.

CONCLUSION

It was agreed upon that the next andTeeth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
be convoked from Juesday to 12 Friday of February 2010. It was felt convenient
for all that the date of the Eleventh Ordinary Synod is also fixed. It was proposed
that it could be convoked from 28 to 30 September 2010.

His Beatitude the Catholicos delivered a short concluding message. His Beatitude
thanked all the Synod Fathers for their participation in the Synod and the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia members for all their in the conduct of the Synod. His Beatitude
declared the HES closed. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
said the concluding prayers and imparted thetafioblessing.

% Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Ninth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(20-23 October 2009)

DECISIONS

The Ninth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod that was convoked from 20 to 23 October
2009 took the following decisions.

I. On the Code of Particular Law of the SMCC

The HES solemnly approved the draft of the Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and decided to request His Beatitude, theAvidjbishop
Catholicos to send a copy of the text with the acts of the Holy Episcopal Synod to the
Holy See according to the norm of CCEQL& §3 and to promulgate it according to

the norm of CCEO c1B.

Il. The curriculum for the proposed formation of the Permanent Deacons

It was decided that the course should be for three years according to the norm of
CCEO c 354 and the candidates shall be in the age group of forty-five to sixty-five.
The persons who aspire for the ministry shall send their application to his respective
Eparchial Bishop oApostolic Visitor. The application is accepted in accordance
with the number of Deacons required to fulfil the ministry of the Eparchy or the
Extra-territorial region.

I1l. Convening the Major ArchiepiscopalAssembly

The Eparchiahssemblies shall be held in the year 20T@e MajorArchiepiscopal
Assembly shall be held in January 201

IV Certain Liturgical Norms
a. Marriage rites

In our liturgy of marriage blessing, crowns could be used by Bishops for the rite of
crowning.After the crowning the chains can also be blessed and dgiencomplete
vestments of the Bishop will be worn by the Bishop while celebrating all sacraments

38



..

except the sacrament of Reconciliation andMh@inting of the Sick. If a relative of
the bride or groom is assisting at marriage, he can also wear the priestly vestments.
This decision will become effective from January 2010.

b. Incensing the Bishops at liturgical celebrations:

When more than one Bishop is present at a liturgical celebration, the Deacon shall
incense all the Bishops at first and at the subsequent incensing, he needs to incense
only the main celebrant.

c. Attir e of the Bishops:

The ordinary attire of a Bishop shall be dremf cassock. Howevgait solemn litugical
celebrations like Priestly and Episcopal ordinations, blessing of the Chrism and on
MaundyThursday a Bishop wears a red casso&kpectoral cross is worn around

the neck. He also weargrasnapsmn his head.

d. Female children to be led in procession around the altar and to kiss it at
baptism

In the order of “leading the baptised to the Holy Sanctuary and making them kiss the
corners of th&hronos(Holy Altar) going in procession around it three times” shall
be included the male and female children.

e. Girls and women ae permitted to read the Word of God at liturgical
celebrations

Girls and women are permitted to read the @dstament and the Letters daf Baul
standing in théhaikala (nave), below th&estrumoduring the HolyQurbonoand
other liturgical celebrations.

f. Religious Sisters may be permitted to distribute Holy Communion

The Eparchial Bishop may grant permission to the. Besters, who have received
special training, to distribute the Holy Communion, according to the need of the parishes
of his Eparchy This permission will be personal; hence it is not to be transferred to
others. This permission is made use of only for the particular parish for the service of
which the permission is granted. They will be given a special vestment. This
arrangement will come into effect from the Feast of Easter 2010.

g. Insignia of the Catholicos

To the insignia of the Catholicos is to be added a small golden crossmaktdam
of the mudithoppi
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V. Pastoral Care of the Children and theYouth
a. The Malankara Catholic Children’s League (MCCL)

Establish the Malankara Catholic Childreheague (MCCL) for the holistic pastoral

care and growth of our childrerAll Students of catechism are members of this
organisation. The units of this are to be established in all our parishes. Coordinating
these units there shall be eparchial and extra-eparchial Directors. His Beatitude the
Catholicos will appoint the common Director for the whole Church. The Balasakhyam
is supervised by the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation.. ReGeoge
Thekkadayil from théArchieparchy offiruvalla can be appointed the common Director

of the MCCL

b. The upper age limit of the members of the MCYM

For the more effective functioning and to strengthen the leadership of the Malankara
CatholicYouth Movement, the upper age limit of its members shall be 35 y&lars.
Malankara Catholi¥outh who have completed their Sunday School shall be members
of the MCYM.

c. Campus Ministry for the Youth in educational Institutions

For the pastoral, spiritual, ecclesial, intellectual and social formation ofauth
studying in our educational institutions, the Campus Ministry for the youth of our
Church shall be ganised.A common Director shall be appointed for this.

¥ Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICT ORY MESSAGE OFHIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
ATTHE EIGHTH ORDINAR Y HOLY EPISCORAL SYNOD
OFTHE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 2 TO 5 MARCH 2009

Venerable Synod Fathers,

As we concludéhis ninth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church, I am
indeed happy to thank you all for your participation in the Synod. These days of the
HES have helped us further to fulfill our obligations in the daily life of our Church.

Being one of the young and small Churches in the Catholic tradition, we could,
in no way keep ourselves away from the life and mission of the Church. So, we
need to train our people to take up the mission of our church in their respective
capacity It is the duty of a bishop, as the head of the epatotpromote the
pastoral and spiritual care of the children and youth of our Church by organizing
effective training and formation programmes for them. It gives me great pleasure to
learn that our apostolates are functioning veecabely. In this regard th¥outh of
our Church needs our special concern. Let us extend our ministries to various fields
where our youngsters are studying or working. In this regard, the youth that migrated
to other nations and continents are to be given proper spiritual and sacramental
careWe need to @anize the mission among dnavasiMalankaritesand make
them actively involved in the life and mission of our church. Our deliberation to
conduct dMalankara Pravasi Sangamamill be, | hope, a great impetus in this
attempt.

Dear Bishops, itis our special duty to creatively implement the teachings of the
Universal Church especially in the matter of gender equiaétyus be model to
other communities and organizations in empowering our women. Let us reflectin the
presence of our Lord, the possibility of giving more opportunities to our sisters in
Christin the life and mission of our Church.

As you knowthe role of media in these days becomes very crucial. Many
times, for popularity and profit, the media attacks our people and our syétems.
feel, sometime, such media act on behalf of certain ideologies that seek to destroy
the inner discipline of the Catholic Church. Therefore, we also need means and
ways to express our values and our concétrthie same time, we shall encourage
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our people, who are experts, to make use of the possibilities in the public media to
convey our message to multitude in our society

Dear Synod Fathers, | thank you sincerely for your active participation in this
HES. Your presence and deliberations created an occasion to recognize the
promptings of the Holy Spiritin and for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. | also
express our gratitude to the members of the Majohiepiscopal Curia and
Catholicate Centre for making arrangements for the smooth conduct of this HES.

| declare this Synod closed.

May God bless us all!

Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
MajorArchbishop
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29.1.2010

Press Release

THE EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH BEGAN

Trivandrum: The Ninth Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church
was started today (20 October 2009) at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom,
Thiruvananthapuramirchbishop Most Revihomas Mar Koorilos, Metropolitans
Most Rev Geevaghese Mar Divannasio¥pohanon Mar Chrysostom, Joshua Mar
Ignathios Abraham Mar Julios, Joseph MEnomas and Jacob Mar Barnabas, have
been attending the Synod, which is presided over by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis Catholicos he code of Particular lawZonstruction of Catholicate Centre,

etc will be dicussed in the Synadthe synod will conclude on Friday

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
ChancellorMajorArchiepiscopal Curia
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

SYNOD OFEPISCOPAL ELECTION
(11 December2009)

REPORT

Upon receiving the assent of the Most Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI to
the list of Episcopal Candidates sent to the Holy See, His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked an Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at the Pastoral Orientation Centre, Palarivattom,
Ernakulam on 1 December 2009The invitation to the Holy Episcopal Synod of
Episcopal Election was sent out to all members of the Synod.

All the members of the Holy Episcopal Synod, - His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), MosTRemas Mar Koorilos
(Secretary of the Synod), Most ReBeevaghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Réoshua Mar Ignathios, Most Ré&braham
Mar Julios, Most RevGeevaghese Mailimotheos, Most Revdoseph Mafrhomas
and Most RevJacob Mar Barnabas — were present.

The Holy Episcopal Synod (HES) began its session at 7 p.n.[dacember
2009. Most RevlThomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod
recorded the minutes of the Synod.

The Synod unanimously consented to the proposal of holding the Synod at POC,
as the matter was urgent as most of the members were present at the POC for the
KCBC meeting.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Father and Head of the Church
and the President of the HES after verifying the canonical requirements of the Holy
Episcopal Synod of Election as per CCEO c §83declared the Synod open.

The Synod elected Most Relacob Mar Barnabas as thaller.
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The HES decided to erect the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, bifurcating the Major
Archieparchy ofTrivandrum and the Eparchy of Puthhifurcating the Eparchy of
Bathery

The HES elected Most ReXoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most R8eevaghese
Mar Divannasios and Most Revyoseph Maihomas as the new bishops of the
eparchies of Pathanamthitta, Puttur and Bathery respectively

The Holy Episcopal Synod elected RBv. K.M. Vincent, Rt. ReMMsgr. Samuel
Kattukallil, Rev Dr. SephenrThottathil, RevDr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC from the
list of Episcopal Candidate approved by His Holiness Pope Benedict XIV to be
appointed as Bishops in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

The Synod of election then discussed other relevant matters. The HES requested
His Beatitude, the Catholicos to fulfill other canonical formalities to make the
announcement of the canonical provisions in Rome ahgviandrum simultaneously
It was the wish of the Synod Fathers that the announcement of the various provisions
be made on January 2010, the feast day of St. Basil.

At 9.30 p.m. His Beatitude the Catholicos made the concluding remarks and
thanked everyone for their quick response to the extraordinary meeting of the Holy
Episcopal Synod and declared the Synod closed. The Holy Episcopal Synod ended
with the final prayer and blessings of His Beatitude the Mejcbishop-Catholicos.

®Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary
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A brief report
of the79" Reunion Day Celebration

The 79 Reunion Day Celebration was held at Mariagiri in the Eparchy of
MarthandomAlong with the celebration of the reunion anniversang Platinum
Jubilee of the Malankara Catholic Church in the district of Kanyakumaramwil
Nadu was also celebrated. It is the first time that the Eparchy of Marthandom hosts
the Reunion day celebration in the histdtys the day which should be written with
the golden letter in the history of Malankara Catholic Church, especially in the history
of the Eparchy of Marthandom. The celebration was held from 19 to 21 September
2009, named Malankarai Catholic Thiusabhai SangamdimMost Rev Geoge
Alenchery inaugurated the function and Most Rlashua Mar Ignathios delivered
the spiritual message on the fist day of the conventibthe bishops of our Church
were present. Moran Mor Igna¥eusef Il Younan, the Patriarch édintioch, was
the chief guest.Most ReAthanasios Maltho, th&chbishop of Bagdad, Mar Baselios
Kasa Moosa and so many priests and religious were present.

On the second day there was Holy Qurbono which wiagaiéd by Most Rev
Abraham Mar Julios. Most ReYoohanon Mar Chrysostom and Joseph Tamas
were the concelebrants. Then there were gathering of children, MCYM and MCA in
different places. Bishops and other dignitaries guided the conventions. In the evening,
there was Inter religious gathering” which was presided over by Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis Catholicos. Peter Remigius, Bala prajabathA#ime) R.N.K were present
in the gathering.

On 19 September 2010, Saturdsost Rev Joshua Mar Ignathios hosted the
flag. In the children forum, Most Re¥homas Mar Koorilos gave the inaugural
address and Most Redoseph Maifhomas blessed the gathering with his inspiring
words.

The 20" NationalYouth Congress Meet was held on the Sangamam stage. Sri.
J. Samraj, National President of MCYM, presided over the funétlerander Jacob
IPS inaugurated the function by lighting the lamp. Mar Koorilos made a speech.
There was seminar which was guided by Most Reshua Mar Ignathio&.national
quiz competition was held along with the Seminar in the afternoon.

At the same time the T3ational MCA convention was conducted. Shri. Paul
Raj, National President of MCA, presided over the convention. Shri.Aptemse
inaugurated the function by lighting lamp. Most Réeevaghese Mar Divannasios
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blessed the function with his inspiring words. Then there was a seminar guided by Rt.
Rev Msgr. JohnVarghese Eswarankudiyithen there was the distribution of award
and prize to the students who scored high marks in the SSLC & Higher Secondary
Mar Chrysostom made the concluding message.

In the night, there was a cultural programme which disclosed the Christian Church
history, history of Malankara catholic church, history of the Eparchy of Marthandom,
life of Mar Ephraem and the expectation of tomorrow

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC

Chancellor MajorArchiepiscopal Curia.
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The Syro- Malankara Catholic Church

Circular
of Most Rev. Geevarghese MabDivannasios,
Chairman for the Synodal Commission for the Laity
published on the occasion of theity Day of 2009

Rt. Rev Corepiscopoi and Rembans, R&athers, Deacons, Religious and
beloved Faithful in the Lord!

The Malankara Catholic Church observes 3 May 2009 as the Laitydbahis
occasion, while congratulating each one engaged in the various activities of the Church,
| specially welcome all the faithful to participate in the services of the Church.

The Malankara Catholigssociation (MCA), which is the t€ial organ of the
Laity of the Malankara Catholic Church, completes 13 years since it has been
constituted in the Church. | have immense pleasure to understand that the MCA
makes its living presence felt in the realms of the Church as a whole and in each
Eparchy and that its activities are getting strengthened in the various ecclesiastical
regions as well as parishes. The activities carried out under the auspices of the MCA
in the fields of education, caring the sick and other social forums are commendable.

As part of the celebration of the birth of St. Paul, in this year the Holy Father
Pope Benedict XVI has asked us to commemorate in a special manner the ardent
missionary zeal of thApostle. It is under these circumstances that the N@s
planned its activities for this yearhis has special relevance with regard to the
Malankara Catholic Church.

Let us take legitimate pride on the score that God has chosen the Malankara
Catholic Church from among the Mar Thoma Christians in Kerala, to lead many to
the true faith with great missionary zeal. Like St. Paul, the Father of our Church,
Servant of God Mar Ivanios, through his zealous missionary endeavors in the southern
regions and the areas of emigration in Kerala afdmnil Nadu, led very many to the
true faith. Most ReMdoseph Mar Severios, otherwise known as Paul of the Malankara
Church, though he was in the beginning a staunch critic of the Malankara Catholic
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Church, with reunion he became a valiant missionary positioning himself in the fore
front. It is due to his ardent enthusiasm that the Malankara Catholic Church spread in
the northern regions of Kerala.

His Excellency MatAthanasisos, who gave leadership for the growth of the
Malankara Catholic Church in the regions of Malakas also a living presence in
the missionary activities of the Malankara Catholic Church. Over and above this, the
missionary endeavors of Most Ré&awrence Mar Ephraem who joined the Church
from the Nadar communitand was raised to the Episcopate and who was the first
Bishop of the Eparchy of Marthandom are to be highlighted. The Malankara Catholic
Church grew up and expanded as a good number of the Faithful joined the Bishops,
Priests and Religious in their missionary activities.

Long before the Secondatican Council suggested that theological formation
should be given to the Lay Faithful and they be made associates in the ecclesiastical
service the Malankara Catholic Church took initiative for this. The catechists, who
completed a theological training for a year and were appointed in the mission field,
became zealous missionaries in the Malankara Catholic Church. This group of
catechists, who gave leadership to the missionary activities, played a decisive role in
the growth of the Malankara Catholic Church

Both theVatican Il and the special Synod of 1988, held detailed discussions
regarding the incorporation of the Lay People in the ecclesiastical activities.
Participation in the activities of the Church indicates more a sharing in the mission of
the Church than a sharing in the governance of the Church. “Go into the all world and
preach the gospel” is a mission that is entrusted to all the members of the @¥aurch.
see allusions of this in the words of St. Peter when he speaks of the royal priesthood:
“but we are a chosen race , a royal priesthood, a holy nations Ged’ people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light” (1Peter 2 :9). Here St. Peter tells each Faithful who has
been called to the royal priesthood to proclaim the good of the one who called him.

This year we should be able to learn and ponder over the missionary zeal of St.
Paul. The source of our strength should be the Christ-experience of St. Paul: “itis no
longer | who live but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal 2 :20). It should be this Christ-
experience ofpostle Paul that should be the source of our strength. In order that we
may say “woe to me if | don’t proclaim the gospel” (1 Cor 9: 16), we should undertake
the mission of the gospel as our duty and obligation.

In our life we should also have the experience of conversion which St. Paul had
on his way to Damascus. Through that we should be able to become the servants of
Jesus appropriating the experience of the Body and Blood of Jesus, which we receive
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in the Holy Eucharist and in the zeal of Werd of God which we hegleaving aside
the lethargy in the ecclesial life.

On this occasion | wish to bring to the attention of all that we are morally obliged
to strengthen our brethren who embraced the faithshould have concern for our
brethren, the Dalit and th&ibal groups who have lost the benefits of reservation on
account of their having accepted the Christian-faith. The seminar on the rights of the
converted Christians at the thirteenth convention of the MCA held at Ranni during
last yeals Reunion anniversary was but a beginning of this. Let us join in the agitations
held by our brethren for the benefits of the reservation.

We should be able to strengthen our Mission Centres just #ad tried to
strengthen the communities which newly accepted the faith. The decision to hold the
Reunion Day celebration in the Eparchy of Marthandom is to be considered as God’
will. Let us accept it as an occasion for extending Malankara from the Malayalam-
speaking region to the wider region of Bharat with the zeal of St. Paul who spread the
Gospel of Jesus from the premises of the Jews to the regions of the Gentiles. | wish
and pray that the community of the Lay Faithful of Malankara be able to undertake
this mission.

On this Laity Day let us ofer the entire Lay Faithful before God. Let us join
together to enliven the MCA, the Movement of the Laity in all our parishes. Those
concerned shall try to send the offeringhthrakdzhchg of the Holy Qurbono on
the Laity Day to their respective eparchial centres for the activities of the MCA.

May the grace and blessings of Gdchighty remain with us all.

And that, through the prayers of the Blesgagdin Mary the mother of God, the
college of theApostles, especially that oft.SThomas, our father and that of. S
Joseph, the patron of the Laiymen.

sd/-
20.04.2009 %  Geevargese Mar Divannasios
Dharmapeetham, Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Laity

Bathery

N.B.: This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono on 3 Mdlge Laity Day
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the MajoArchbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitarchbishop, Metropolitans, Corepicopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

CPL 1/2009

Praise be to thériune God,
Self - existent, almighfyeternal and consubstantial!

The 56" Anniversary of the Commemoration
of Mar Ivanios, the Servant of God

Your Graces Most ReWrelatesVery Rev Corepiscopoi, Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and Dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are engaged in some observances which enkindle and renovate our ecclesial
life. Last yearwe are observing théear of $. Paul and his vigorous missionary
enterprise gave new impetus to our ecclesial life. In continuation to it, frodubh@

2009, the Feast of the Sacred Heart of our Lord, extending for aHiedfloliness
Benedict XVI has declared in the Church theaY of PriesthoodThe Holy Father

has declared this year of renovation in connection with thé aBliversary of the
demise of & John Maria/ianny, the special patron of all priests, in order to promote
their endeavours for spiritual perfection on which the fruit of the services of priests
are established.

Jesus had destined his apostles “to be with him and to send them out to proclaim
the message and to have authority to cast out the demons” (Mk 13: Jai5).
when he prepared himself for his saving passion, he took bread in his hands and
having blessed and sanctified, he broke the same and making it his sacred body he
entrusted the same to his disciples for the sake of eternal life for those who received
it” (anaphorae of Mar Divannasios). “Do this in remembrance of me” (1 Ta4});
so saying he instituted the Holy Qurbono. Thus by inseparably uniting himself with
the Holy Eucharist, our Lord was establishing the service of the priesthood. The
Priest is the “faithful and wise slave whom the master has put in charge of his household
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to give the other slaves their allowance of food at the proper time” (Mt 24 : 25).
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to
God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins” (Heb 5 : 1). Hence the
observance of this ‘&ar of Priesthelps us to search again the importance and
nobility of the priesthood and those of the priests who are its servers, and all the
members of the people of God should become solicitous in this. May this observance
be helpful to properly encounter the challenges that ‘the Church founded on the
priestly service’ and to encourage many more to the priestly service. Let the motto
proposed by His Holiness for this year “Fidelty to Christ, fidelity of the priest” be
realized in all priests.

During this period when the centenary of our Fathsshbishop Mar Ivanios,
the Servant of God, is being celebrated, the fact that the Holy Father has declared the
‘Year of Priestin the universal Church, is indeed a source of blessing forTs. P
Geevarghese who was born as the son of Panickeruveettii Thomma Panicker and
Annamma Panicker; after his elementary studies began his elementary studies began
his High School education at the MD Seminary High School at Kottayam. Having
discovered the keen interest\drghese in prayer and divinefaifs, Pulikottil Mar
Divannasios has ordained him deacon on 18 January A&8Bhaving completed
his studies H. Geevaghese received the Holy Order of Priesthood odgust
1908 Again on 28 January 1925, he was ordained Remban and was anointed Episcopa
on 18 May of the same year

Priestly life — a self-obligation — was the vision of Mar Ivanios. He believed that
priesthood is service to the triple mission of Jesus Christ: natoalgnctifyto teach
and to lead and fulfilled the same in his life. Having inter-related religious life with
priesthood, His Grace accepted a special historical entrustment in the Malankara
Catholic Church. Thus His Grace submitted himself for the spiritual renovation of the
Malankara Catholic Church along with a prophetical mission. The fundamental message
of the reunion Movement of Churches was to reestablish Catholic communion in the
Malankara Church. Thus through his priestly life, His Grace realized the communion
of the Malankara Church with the Catholic Church, which is universal.

During this “Year of Priest’, it is our duty and obligation, as children of this led us
to the universal communion established or priesthood. On the coming 15 July we are
observing the B6anniversary of the demise of His Grace. This is an occasion of
receiving divine blessings for our ecclesial lifds in the previous years, we are
preparing for the same with several spiritual serviéesangements are made to
conduct Evening Prayers at the tomb at 5.15 p.m. followed by celebration of the Holy
Qurbono from July 1 to 1And the diferent eparchies and communities of the Church
will co-operate in these functions. During the course of these days, prayer services
also will be held continuously from 9.00 in the morning till the commencement of the
services in the evening.
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As per decision of the Holy Synod of our Church held from 2 to 5 March 2009
the Pilgrimage on foot’ starting from Ranni-Perunad and from several other centers
of our Church on 10July will arrive at the tomb of Mar Ivanios, the Servant of God,
on 14" at 6.00 p.mAs many of our priests, Religious and Faithful should participate
in this pilgrimage with due spiritual preparation, spirit of prayer and fast. Being the
‘Y ear of Priest’, | shall also join the pilgrinfefing up all our priests. Evening prayers
will then be said along with the pilgrims in the chapel of the tomb at 6.15 and thereafter
the celebration of the Holy Qurbono. Prayer service will then be held throughout the
night. OnWednesdaythe Feast Day of Commemoration "1f&ly, the Morning
prayers will be held in thetSVary’s Cathedral Church, Pattom at 8.30 a.m. which
will be followed by solemn Holy Qurbono and Service of Incensing at the tomb and
distributing of blessed bread.

On Sunday that follows July 15, 18-07-2009, in all our churches and mission
centers, Holy Qurbono and Incensing Service should be conducted for the repose of
the soul of Mar Ivanios, the Servant of God, as per our custom, distribution of the
blessedappomand rice cooked in milk would be commendable.

Let us remember our fathers who have taught us to become children of God
while they were living in our prayers and sacrifices and get more blessed.

And that through the Bless¥firgin Mary, Mother of God and through the prayers
of the community of thé&postles, especially that ot.S homas, our Father and all
the SaintsAmen.

Your humble Servant in the Lord

sd/-
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

29.06.2009 P
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

Our Father in Heaven...
N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the MajoArchbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitadrchbishop, Metropolitans, Corepsicopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No. CPL 2/2009

Praise to th@ruine God, Self-existarhimighty, Eternal and Consubstantial

79" Reunion Anniversary and Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
of the Malankara Church in the District of Kannyakumari

Most Rev Episcopoi,Very Rev Corepiscopoi, Rembans, Revathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord!

We are preparing to commemorate and celebrate a great ecclesiastical gift,
which 20 September 1930 has presented to us. Malankara Church, which is the
community that succeeds $homas, the apostle, is Apostolic Church that enjoys
the apostles patrimony for the past 2000 years. Several Particular Churches have
been formed from the communion of the Malankara Church under various
circumstances during the course of the Church — hiséara result of the Coonan
Cross Oath of 1653, the Malankara Church lost her communion with the Universal
Church. But the profound self-submission of the saintly Mar Ivanios to the Catholic
Church has enabled the Malankara Church to regain her lost communion with the
Universal ChurchAnd that was a great blessings to the Malankara Church, for the
Reunion of Mar lvanios to the Catholic Church has enabled the Malankara Church to
regain her lost communion with the Universal Chufaid that was a great blessing
to the Malankara Church, for the Reunion of Mar Ivanios in 1930 was the fulfillment
of the long cherished dream of the Puthenkur Community ever sinceTbgsy.the
Malankara Church is flourishing in the Universal Church as the presence and the
witness of the entire Malankara Church within the Universal Church.

The Malankara Catholic Church is at the same time a Reunited Church and
is a means for other separated churches even amidst ever-new threats. For that, we
have yet to be better prepared spiritudllye remark of John Paul Il of happy memory
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about the reunion event of the Malankara Catholic Church, nafAelactivity of
the Holy Spirit’ is especially not-worthy here.

It gives us all immense pleasure that the celebrations of thanr@versary
of the Reunion are being held in our Eparchy of Marthandom. This is also the occasion
when the District of Kanyakumari ihe Sate ofTamil Nadu completes 75 years of
the beginning of the missionary service of the Malankara Catholic Church in that
District. These two events are being celebrated under the title ‘Gathering of the
Malankara Catholic Churclon 19, 20, 21 September at the Mar Ivanios Nagar
Kaliyikavila.

It is for the first time that the Reunion anniversary is being celebrated in the
Eparchy of MarthandonmAs such, our coming together this time has very many
specialities. First of all, the council ¥atican Il teaches ‘The Church is missionary
by her very nature’ (A.G 2). When we re-read this teaching of the Council from the
soil of Marthandom, we experience immense satisfaction, esteem and above all, an
unbounded gratitude towards the providence of the Holy Sfirihis juncture we
remember gratefully as a Church, has formeddjestoic Malankara Church as a
missionary Church — afspostolic exemplary to make feel the presence, closeness
and self-submission for the other communities — is a great blegé&racknowledge
and accept the same. The service of the preaching of the Gospel held under the
auspices of the Majéwrchdiocese ofrivandrum, has paved the path for a considerable
progress of the Eparchy dfivandrum.We remember in a specially manner the
Servant of God, Mar Ivanios, the I&echbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios, the Rev
Priests and Religious who underwent innumerable sacrifices, especiallyJbtsgwh
Kuzhinjalil of happy memorythe members of the Daughters of Mary Congregation
and the Brothers of the Franciscan Missionary Soc&tyalso we remember with
immense love all the Faithful of the locajitheir families and the Catechists. His
Excellency Lawrence Mar Ephraem of happy memory has rendered considerable
service in spreading the spirit of Evangelization not only in this locality but throughout
the entire Malankara ChurcWe pay our profound homage before the remembrance
of this missionary Metropolitan.

It is Cyril Mar Baselios, Catholicos of happy memomhno requested he Holy
See to sanction an Eparchy for this communmityich had passed through all kinds of
infantile infirmities, centred on Marthandom and accordingly it was erected on 16
December 1996Again, it is His Beatitude, who gave the leadership to form this
place an ideal Eparchydis Lordship Lawrence Mar Ephraem of happy memory
served this Eparchy as its first Metropolitan. From 1 July 1998, Mos¥Relanon
Mar Chrysostom is serving as its Metropolitan. Now it counts on its rolls 65000
faithful in 80 parishes. There are 38 diocesan priests, 9 religious priests, 218 religious
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sisters, who are engaged in the service of shepherding the faithful. There are 51
Seminarians undergoing training in various Seminaries. There are 4 First Grade
Colleges, 19 Schools, 2 Hospitals, 3 Dispensaries, 4 Boys’ Homes, 2 Old-Age-Homes,
2 Houses for the handicapped. They have also started a publication. It is most gratifying
that the Eparchy of Marthandom is advancing in various serwtesgratefully
remember all those who have untiringly worked behind this growth. It is the powerful
leadership of Most ReYoohanon Mar Chrysostom that has brought about this growth

of the Eparchy of Marthandom. | sincerely congratulate all theRR@sts, Religious

and lay-missionariesS hey continue to grow steadily under His Gracenfailing
confidence in the Divine Providence and in his total spirit of dedication of the lives of
the Religious and in the witness of the families of the faithful.

In this ReuniorAnniversary celebrations held in the Eparchy of Marthandom,
theAntiochene Syrian Catholic Patriarch, Moran Ign&oehanonyaunan 111 will
participate as the Eparchial Centre of Marthandom. I cordially summon all the Rev
Fathers, Religious and Faithful of all Eparchies to participate in the celebrations.
Being the first solemn ecclesial celebration to be held in the Eparchy of Marthandom,
| earnestly remind all of you to render every encouragement and financial help towards
the expense of this gathering. May god bless you all.

And that through the Bless¥fifgin Mary, Mother of God and through the prayers
of the community of thépostles, especially that ot. 3 homas, our Father and all
the SaintsAmen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

Sd/-
% Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
24-08-2009
Catholicate Centre
Pattom;Trivandrum

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono.
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MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR THE YOUTH

Baselios Cleemis Catholicos Thirusannidhi
Chairman , Major Archbishops House
Pattom,Trivandrum — 695 004

MALANKARA CATHOLIC YOUTH DAY

3 OCTOBER 2009 SUNDX
MESSAGE

Beloved young men and women,

Yet anotheivouth Day arrives. It is not merely accidental that the Feast of S
Francis ofAssisi is chosen as otfiouth Day There remains no doubt whatsoever
that this young man who set out in search of Christ in his youth is a constant inspiration
for every young man of all ages throughout the wdrlds Youth Day is an occasion
to timely reform the state ofouth and to renew their missiofihe young people
should able to extol eternal values and to evince extraordinary enthusiasm towards
ideals. But under the influence of the consumerist culture, our publications and
associations have diluted our concepts of eternal values. In this background our young
people are in a state of intellectual perplexitythis mental situation of being not able
to discern right and wrong, the modern youth is being continuously allured by the evil
powers.

The powers of evil are stronger today compared to any other previous period
and their appearances today are more attractive and beautiful. Through their constant
interventions they upset our mental attitudes. Gradually we show lack of credibility
and we arrive at new conclusions concerning what we held to be true and virtuous in
our society and especially in our families from time immemorial, theimalo of
bravery is being demarked for this growing evil. Even severe vices, such as, excessive
drinking, drug addiction, human relations sans love and commitment, sex perversity
etc., have gained contradictory opinions. In the mean time, there are those who depict
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the search for God and striving after possessing Him as futile. This has brought about
anarchy in societyn order to experience the siddeets of this anarchyhe brokers

of authority have prepared traps and are waiting for their victims. Under this
circumstance, the Christian youth also should be ever vigilant. The most effective
means to conquer this is intimate personal relationship with our Lord, Jesus Christ. In
the fullness of His youth our Lord had taken upon Himself the mission of being taught
by God the Fathebeing led by Him and of being sanctified by HAnd the price He

paid for this was very preciouA.life based on ideals demands sacrif\d#at we
perceive in Jesus is the very perfection of this, self-abandonment and ideal. Hence,
dear young people, for that, there is no loftier model given to us other than our Lord
Himself.

The virtues we have received from our families and parents through succession
of races are manyso also we have received a lot from others too. But till, meav
have repaid only very littlehis realization should lead us to genuine humiftyd
that will lead us towards commitment to sociaityl towards service mentalitipear
parents, you need not be told about the importance of thi¥daychildren are the
fruit of your prayer and hop¥ou should never refrain from praying for your children.
I, specially remind you that over and above being parents, you are the source of their
Christianity It is our parents who have to impart to our children faith and visions of
ecclesial life.

Dear young men and women, you have a commitment to this universe, to the
society Church, family and to your own selv&&u have to fulfill that through your
deep faith in God and in the consciousness of dependence uporoGade living in
an era when nature is being dealt with in a dangerous mansgecially invite you
to the preservation of ecology and for the protection of the produces and climatic
conditions of naturé/ou have a grave and noble responsibility towards all creatures.
| invite you at this juncture when wars, terrorism and communalism are rampant, to
be promoters of love, truth, justice and peadeu should make towards the
authoritative teachings of the Chur¥lou owe obedience to your parents and should
have the awareness that you are enjoying in your life the good fruits of their hard
labour Each one of you is the abode where the Holy Spirit of God dwells. Hence you
are called for a special and noble mission. When the Catholic Church observes this
year of Priesthood, | invite you to recognize the loftiness of the Ministerial priesthood
and | solicit your special attention and interest towards this divine ministry

Our young men and women should grow as individuals having deep knowledge
and esteem for the Malankara Catholic Church. This knowledge and experience will
lead you to a complete dedication of your own liwésu should always remember
that the Malankara Catholic Church has to accomplish some special missions. Let
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your hearts be filled with the sense of communion with the Church against those
united forces who assiduously try to divert you from the main stream of the Church
and to diminish your commitment to her

May God abundantly bleg®ur studyfields of service and your family

Your beloved Father in the Lord

Sd/-
¥ Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Chairman, Synodal Commission fouth

25.09.2009
Catholicate Centre
Pattom;Trivandrum

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.: This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday
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By the grace of God and through sanction of the Holy See
From the MajoArchbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
blessings
to theArchbishop Metropolitan, Bishops, Corepiscopoi, Rembans, Priests,
Deacons, Religious and all Faithful underjatsdiction!

Prot. No. CPL 3/2009

Praise to th@riune God,
Self-existentAlmighty, EternalAnd Consubstantial.

The Decisions of the Holy Episcopal Synod

Most RevPrelates, Rt. ReCorepiscopoi, Rembans, R&athers, Deacons, Religious
and dear Faithful in the Lord!

It is our ecclesial life that deepens our Christian life and makes us participants in
God's salvific planThe Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church prayerfully seeks the
means to nourish and strengthen the ecclesial and spiritual life of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. I, hereby make implement certain decisions taken by the Holy
Episcopal Synod our Church in order that the services of the people of God, especially
of the laity be made most fruitful.

1. The Fasts that we observe:

The important Fasts we observe in our Church arelenty Five Days Fast, the
Three Days Fast, the Fifty Days or the Great Fast, the Thirteen Days Fast or the
Apostles’ Fast (June 16-29), the Fifteen Days Fast or Soonoyo Fast (August 1-15)
and the Eight Days Fast or the Fast in preparation for the Nativity of the Mother of
God (September 1-8Among them, théfwenty Five Days Fast, thEhree Days

Fast and the Fifty Days Fast are obligatory to be observed by all the faithful. The
others Fasts are observed in personally and devotionally

2. Abstinence and Fast:

All faithful shall abstain from eating meat during theenty Five Days Fast, the
Three Days Fast and the Great Lent (50 Days Fast). Besides, they should abstain
from fish and egg during the Three Days Fast and on the First Monday (Subukono)and
all Fridays of the Great Lent and all days starting from the Fortieth Friday to Easter
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Sunday On Good Friday besides above mentioned, abstain from milk and milk-
products.

Those above the age of 21 and below 60 years have to observe fasting at least up to
noon time on the second day of the Three Days Fast and the first Monday and all
Fridays of Great Lent. Those who are sick, pregnant and engaged in hard physical
labour are exempted from fast.

3. Prohibition of Marriage Celebrations: The Holy Episcopal Synod gives certain
particular laws concerning the celebration of marriage in our ChihehChurch
earnestly desires that the Sacrament of Marriage be conducted at the periods
prescribed for the celebration of marriage.The celebration of marriage is prohibited

in our Church during the Seasons of Tiwenty Five Days Fasthree Days Fast,

Fifty Days Fast and the Season of the Expectation of the Coming of the Holy Spirit
(FromAscension to the Feast of Pentecost). But for serious reasons, the heads of the
Archieparchies/ Eparchies have the authority to grant dispensation to the faithful to
celebrate marriage during these prohibited seasons. The faithful are reminded that
such dispensation shall be sought only when there are grave reasons. In the Pastoral
set up, considering the needs of the faithful dédéint regions favorahlyhe application

shall be given for conducting marriage during the periods of the Expectation of the
coming of the Holy Spirit, théwenty Five Days Fast and the Great Lent (Up to the
Mid-Lent). In order to obtain such dispensation, an amount in proportion to the
dispensation has to be remitted to the diocesan curia. This amount shall be used to
conduct the marriage of poor girBispensation for conducting marriage during

the Three Days Fast and the days from the Fortieth Friday to Easter Sunday

will not be given. The abstinence from meat as prescribed by our Church shall be
strictly observed in marriage celebrations held during the Seasons of Fast. The
abstinence that are stipulated by the Church shall be also observed in all other
celebrations in the seasons of Fake marriage that are blessed with the special
permission during the seasons of Fast shall not blessed by the Bishops of

our Church.

4. Marriage Preparation: Theyoung men and women who are to be married in our
Church shall specially prepare themselves for the same, by participating in the Marriage
Preparation Course. From now onwards, they have to submit the “The Prenuptial
Enquiry Form” duly filled. Such Forms are to be kept in a special file in the parishes
by the parish priests. The parish priest or his delegate of the bridegroom or bride shall
use this occasion to meet them personally and to instruct them on the canonical and
spiritual matters related to marriage. They shall be reminded also to follow the civil
laws on the marriage that are irieet now

5. Marriage Celebration

Everyone should be liable to express the Christian maturity during the celebration
of the sacrament of marriage in the Church and henceforth arrangements in our
Church. Everyone shall be careful not to give up the divine grace during the Sacrament
of marriage. The parish priest and the members of the family shall be vigilant to make
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the performance of the choir mature and enhance the experience of the holy sacrament.
The parish priest shall give instructions in advance to the photographers and
videographers not to disturb the divine outlook of the holy sacrament. It is specially
reminded that all shall keep moderation in the marriage feast. It is a blessing to all, if
you take interest to participate in the marriage-helping projects that are aimed at
helping the marriage of poor girls. Te®thrakazhchgthe offerings) at the time of

the blessing of marriage shall be used for this purpose.

6. Malankara Catholic Balasakhyam

We have been executing necessary means for the faith formation and growth of
the children in our Church through Sunday-school and other Wayate successfully
executing this ministry in the eparchies and in the extra territorial regions. These
activities are coordinated effectively at the ecclesiastical level by the Synodal
commission for Faith Formatiofogether with this, the Holy Episcopal Synod decided
to unite our boys and girls as an association. For this, an association for the children
named théMalankara Catholic Balasakhyamwill be establishedAll our students
of Sunday-school are members of this organizafidre units of this are to be
established in all our parish@here shall be eparchial and extra territorial -eparchial
directors and committees to coordinate such uiditsBeatitude the Catholicos will
appoint the ecclesial Director for the whole Church. The Balasakhyam will be
supervised by the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation. RevGeoge
Thekkadayil from thérchieparchy ofliruvalla is appointed the ecclesial Director of
theMalankara Catholic Balasakhyam.

7. Malankara Catholic Youth Movement

Let us be proud of the effective stride of the activities of the Malankara Catholic
Youth Movement (MCYM).This Movement is for the spiritual, intellectual, social,
cultural and political growth and formation of the youngsters of our Church. The
youth who has completed the Sunday-school will be the members of this Movement.
For the more effective functioning of this Movement, the Holy Episcopal Synod
decided to raise the upper age limit of its members as 35 years.

8. Campus Ministry

For the pastoral, spiritual, ecclesial, intellectual and social formation and growth
of our youth studying in our educational institutions, the Holy Episcopal Synod decided
to olganise the Campus Ministrin ecclesial director shall be appointed to coordinate
this ministry

9. Permanent Diaconate ministry

As per the earlier decision to reinforce the permanent diaconate in our Church,
the Holy Episcopal Synod approved the curriculum for the same. The course for the
permanent diaconate ministiynder the main supervision of Most RAbraham
Mar Julios, the Chairman for the Seminary Commission, will start on June 2010.
Those who aspire for this course which is extended to three years shall send their
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application to the respective Eparchial Bishop\postolicVisitor. The candidates

for the permanent diaconate have to know the special laws concerned with this as
stipulated in the code of particular canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
This shall be availed by the eparchial bishop

10. Participation of the women in the liturgical celebrations

In deference to the tradition of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the Holy
Episcopal Synod desires that there shall be active participation for the women of our
Church during the liturgical celebrations. The following decisions are taken for this
purpose:

1. In the order of “leading the baptised to the Holy Sanctuary and making them kiss
the corners of th&hronos(Holy Altar) after doing procession around it three
times” shall include the male and female children as well.

2. Girls and women can read from the Qkstament and the Letters df Baul
standing in thé&estrumgjust below thédaikala(nave), during the Hol@Qurbono
and other liturgical celebrations.

3. The Eparchial Bishop may grant permission to.Fsters, who have received
special training, to distribute the Holy Communion, according to the need of the
parishes of the Eparchghis permission will be personal. It shall not to be delegated
to others. This permission is exercised only in the particular parish for which the
permission is granted. Special vestment will be given to them. This arrangement
will come into effect from the Feast of Easter 2010.

The Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is reaching
its completionThe above mentioned decisions are included ifsstthe Holy Synod
desires may these laws shall help to make our ecclesial life meaningful and to renew
the internal and external ministry of the Church. I exhort you all lovingly that you shall
pray more for the entire Church and strengthen our Church through the ministry to
the people of God which is given to us.

I am very happy that théear of the Priests, celebrated as per the direction of
the Holy Fatherwill be an inspiration for the self commitment and renewal of the
priests of our ChurchAll our families shall pray whole heartedly for our priests. |
exhort all that you shall continue the intensive prayer of the people of God for the
priestly ministry of our Church.

And that through the Bless&firgin Mary, Mother of God and through the prayers of
the community of thépostles, especially that of. Ihomas, our Father and all the
Saints Amen.

Y our humble Servant in the Lord

01-11-2009 sd/-
Catholicate Centre " Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Pattom Trivandrum The MajorArchbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
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