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Editorial

NINETIETH YEAR OF REUNION EVENT OF THE
MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH:
FARTHER, FASTER, AND FAITHFUL

FARTHER, FASTER, AND FAITHFUL

The year 2020 is a unique year for the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
because it is the ninetieth year (Sanskirt- ‘Navati’) of Reunion. When we look
back over the 90 years, there are quite a number of events and the memories of
which fill the hearts of ‘Malankarites’ with songs of gratitude to the good God.
Indeed, our Church sings with the Psalmist, “What shall I return to the Lord
for all his bounty to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name
of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people”
(116: 12-14). As SMCC celebrates the Navati of the historic Reunion Event,
her mission still rings true: to spread the fragrance of the Good News to all
over the world, lifelong commitment to the building up the Kingdom of God,
protect and promote the ancient sacred liturgical traditions and instigate grace-
filling families. While we celebrate, commemorate, and contemplate the
collective achievements of the Church for last nine decades, it is also important
to remember the inspirational words of Jesus Christ that “No one, after lighting
the a lamp, put it in a cellar, but on the lamp-stand, so that those who enter may
see light” (Lk11:33). Therefore, it is our sacred duty to promote Communion
and Catholicity of the Church. It is our sacred obligation to accomplish the
Gospel value that “there shall be one flock, one shepherd”.

Furthermore, the 90th year of Re-union appeals mainly to the urgent
attention of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church (SMCC) in two ways. Firstly,
the 90th year reminds us that it has been 90 years since the Malankara Church
realised its long-cherished dream of full communion with the Universal Catholic
Church as an autonomous Church. The SMCC desired for this communion not
only as an end in itself (for the sake of communion), but also as a means to
accomplish its mission entrusted to it by the Lord (Mt 28:18-20). Secondly, the
9oth year is a bell to mediate preparation for the centenary of the historical
event of Reunion and Ecclesiastical Communion. Hopefully, a brief reflection
on these two aspects would be appealing and motivating.
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I. FULL COMMUNION AND AUTONOMY.
1.1. Full Communion: A Long-Craved Dream

The Re-union event of SMCC is not an abrupt historical event. Rather it is
the fulfilment of a long-awaited aspiration, realisation of relentless prayer and
selfless efforts. The history of the St. Thomas Christians of India starts with
the arrival of St. Thomas, the Apostle, to India and his proclamation of the
Good News of the Kingdom to the Indigenous people. He shared his faith in
Jesus Christ who has been crucified, died and resurrected from the dead and
whom he has experienced as his “Lord and God” (Jn 20:28). The experience
St. Thomas shared was his direct experience, a face to face encounter with the
living God in the person of Jesus (Jn 14:9). He drew people to Jesus Christ
without eliminating their indigenous customs and practices. The customs and
practices were incorporated into the new faith. Their faith in Jesus Christ
demanded newness more in their inner life than a change in their outward
appearances and life style. However, they gave up whatever had been discordant
with the faith in Jesus Christ. The St. Thomas Christians developed its own
ecclesial, liturgical, spiritual, legislative and administrative traditions (The Syro-
Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Church, Directory, 2018, p.13).They
were in communion with the Universal Catholic Church through their
communion with Persian Catholic Church.

1.2. Historical Highlights

Till the 16th century, the Christian community in Kerala lived peacefully,
without confusion, divisions under the leadership of a priest titled “Archdeacon
of all India.” He was the assistant of the Persian Bishops who were the spiritual
leaders of St. Thomas Christians (Fr. Sylvester Kanjiramukalil, History of the
St. Thomas Christians in India, Bethany Ashram Centenary Series -5, Bethany
Publications: Kottayam, 2016, P. 37).The 16th century brought with it certain
issues when the Portuguese reached here for trade and missionary works. The
Christians here paid them heartfelt welcome. Over the course of time the
relationship was deteriorated. The Western missionaries understood everything
unfamiliar to their liturgy and ecclesial tradition as heresy and schism, thought
that their interventions in the faith life, traditions and administration of the
indigenous Christian community are necessary. On the other hand, St. Thomas
Christians who were rooted in their socio-cultural environment and enjoyed
autonomy in internal administration felt the intervention of the West as
unwanted and unnecessary. These two facts came into conflict and raised further
issues.
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The St. Thomas Christians experienced a kind of force to accept certain
practices and customs which they found unable to get along with and were
compelled to come under the dominion of the Western missionaries. As a natural
consequence, the St. Thomas Christians, out of their conviction reacted to this
situation and they took an oath not to allow this imposition to happen. Thus in
1653, they took the Coonan Cross Oath which brought a turning point in Kerala
Church history. The undivided Christian community in Kerala was divided
into Pazhayakoor and Puthenkoor after this event. The Oath was against the
dominion of the “Sampaloor” (the Jesuits) and its intention was not breaking
the communion with the Catholic Church. This is evident from the attempts of
the Puthenkoor to get bishops either from local churches or from any religious
orders other than the Jesuits. At this juncture, the false document presented by
Itty Thomma Kathanar caused a misunderstanding among the Puthenkoor that
they have the permission from the Persian Bishop Mar Ahathalla to ordain a
bishop. Thus, they ordained Archdeacon as Bishop, Mar Thoma I by the
imposition of the hands of 12 priests. This ordination was invalid and hence
the successors of this Bishop and the faithful who followed him fell into schism.
Though the Puthenkoor had no intention to break from the Catholic communion,
but they lost it because of their adherence to their need for autonomy and
patrimony. They tried to get Bishops from the East, especially from Persia.
When this became impossible, they had to accept a Bishop from Antioch. As a
result of the attempts of Puthenkoor to get Thoma Archdeacon ordained validly
by a bishop, the Antiochene Jacobite Bishop Mar Gregorios reached Kerala in
1665. Consequently, the Puthenkoor community accepted Antiochene Jacobite
liturgy and tradition. Even after the acceptance of Antiochene Jacobite tradition,
Puthenkoor made attempts to come back to the Catholic Communion. Mar
Thoma I (+1670) to Mar Thoma VII (+1815) made attempts to regain the
communion and get their ordination valid. In 1923 Vattaseril Mar Divannasios
tried for reunion through the Antiochene Syrian Catholic Patriarch Ephraim
Rahmani. The Synod held at Parumala entrusted Fr. P.T. Geevarghese to enquire
about the possibility for reunion. Accordingly, Fr. P.T. Geevarghese started
correspondence with Patriarch Rahmani. The reunion efforts by Fr. P.T.
Geevarghese (Mar Ivanios) found result in 1930. The great event of Reunion
on 20 September, 1930 is, evidently, a fulfilment of a long- pursued ream.

2. Catholic Communion (Reunion) and the Struggle for Autonomy

A probe into the history of the Malankara Church reveals that one of the
major thrives of the Malankara Church was the safeguarding of its autonomy.
The St. Thomas Christians were enjoying self-governance for many centuries.
Apostle St. Thomas ordained local people as priests and appointed bishops
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from among them as Jathikkukarthavyan. The administrator of the Church
was Archdeacon. When the Portuguese reached Kerala, they began to interfere
in the administration of the Church as well as other matters of the Church. One
of the chief elements which led to the protest from the part of the St. Thomas
Christians is concerning the administration of the Church. Soon after the Coonan
Cross Oath they had two other options than adhering to the demand for self-
governance, accepting the Latin administrators, or accepting the rule of the
local Bishops ordained by the Latin Church. They rejected both options and
pursued opportunities for self-administration. The letters written by the
Puthenkoor leaders to Rome make this clear. The first two requests were to
ordain the Archdeacon Thoma and give him administrative authority. The same
plea was repeated by Mar Thoma IV, Mar Thoma V. The reason for the failure
of the reunion attempts of Mar Thoma VI was the hesitation of the Bishop of
Cochin to give him the power of administration. Mar Ivanios also kept the
same condition in his correspondences with Rome. The reunion was sought
with the request for keeping the ancient Antiochene traditions of the Church
and with the Administrative power of the reunited Bishops over their folk. (Fr.
Thomas Inchakkalody, Archbishop Mar Ivanios, Vol. 1& 11, Sophia Books:
Kozhikode, 2015, p. 230-236, 243, 310-312).

Conversely, at certain moments in the history, we were forced to ask whether
the Puthenkoor community had a genuine interest in restoring the Catholic
Communion. At certain points of history, the preference seems to be altered
from “self-governance in Catholic Communion” to “safe-governance without
Catholic Communion.” The verdict of the civil court regarding vattipanam in
favour of the Orthodox Church is such a historical moment at which the
preference seems to be changed from ‘“at any cost towards the Catholic
Communion” to “no Catholic Communion for the time being.” And at
sometimes the unwelcoming attitude from the part of the Catholic parties also
slowed down the process of reunion.

However, the providence of God intervenes at this moment and through
Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios, who guided this apostolic Church
towards Catholic Communion. Mar Ivanios earnestly toiled hard to make the
reunion a reality and his efforts blossomed on 20 September 1930. Along with
Mar Ivanios, Mar Theophilos, Rev. Fr. John Kuzhinapurath OIC, Deacon
Alexander OIC, and Mr. Chacko Kilileth, professed Catholic faith and regained
Catholic communion. Following the footsteps of Mar Ivanios, many embraced
Catholic Church and the community began to grow in number.

2.1. Steps towards the Internal Autonomy of the Church

After two years of Reunion, the community received an interim canonical

8
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provision for its administration through the papal document Magnum Nobis
from Pope Pius XIin 1932. In the same year on 11 June, Pope Pius XI established
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Hierarchy and erected the Archieparchy of
Trivandrum with the suffragan eparchy of Tiruvalla through the apostolic
constitution Christo Pastorum Principi on 11 June 1932. Trivandrum was
officially inaugurated as a Metropolitan Eparchy and His Grace Mar Ivanios
was enthroned as the first Metropolitan Archbishop at St. Mary’s pro-Cathedral,
Palayam on 12 March 1933. Then the Eparchy of Tiruvalla was inaugurated
and His Excellency Jacob Mar Theophilos was enthroned as its first Bishop on
6 November 1933. The Metropolitan Archbishop was granted “all the rights
and privileges, honours and prerogatives, in accordance with the common law
and the legitimate customs of the Syrian Antiochene Church” (Pius XI, Apostolic
Constitution Christo PastorumPrincipi, AAS XXIV (1932) pp. 289-292). Thus,
the reunited community was integrated into hierarchical communion with the
Catholic Church. In the Catholic Communion the hierarchical status of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was Metropolitan Sui Iuris Church. As a
Metropolitan Church this Church enjoyed limited authority on several matters,
for instance, power of jurisdiction, pastoral care of the faithful outside the
proper territory, election and appointment of bishops, bifurcations of eparchies,
alienations, etc.

Seventy-three (1932-2005) years after the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
was raised to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church by His Holiness
Pope John Paul II of venerable memory on 10 February 2005. The Metropolitan
Archbishop was appointed as Major Archbishop with the Papal Bull Ab ipso
Sancto Thoma (The Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, preamble, xix). With the enthronement of His Grace Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios as the first Major Archbishop- Catholicos, the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church obtained a “synodal structure” with the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
as the “father and head” (pater et caput). As “father and head” the Major
Archbishop has the power of a patriarch with the Synod of Bishops (The Code
of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, Preamble, xix).
After the demise of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the first Major
Archbishop- Catholicos on 18 January 2007, the Holy Episcopal Synod of
SMCC elected His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the second Major
Archbishop- Catholicos of the Church.

2.2. Synodal Governance and Autonomy

On 16 August 2005 a canonical Synod was constituted thereby perfecting
the canonical act. Though the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is not
distinguished with the patriarchal title, its hierarchical status, powers and
privileges are equivalent to that of the Patriarchal Churches [CCEO c 151]

9
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(Editorial, Malankara: No.2,2005). In fact, the elevation of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church is an important highlight
in the history of the Church. This event is the fulfilment of a great dream of
generations- a great dream for the autonomy of the Church which is the outcome
of a long-term struggle and suffering (Editorial, Malankara: No.2, 2006).

Endowed with the title of Major Archiepiscopal Church, the SMCC, at
present is an autonomous Church sui iuris, which has the right and obligation
to govern itself according to its own special disciplines (OE 3-5, CCEO cc.27,
28). Similarly, it is free to “remain whole and entire,” and free to “adopt its
own way of life to the needs of different times and places” (OE 2). SMCC
enjoys and exercises this freedom in full communion with the Roman Pontiff,
the successor of Peter, the chief of the Apostles (CCEO c. 42). The Major
Archbishop-Catholicos of SMCC is canonically elected by the Holy Episcopal
Synod of this Church according to the norms of law and it is duly confirmed by
the Roman Pontiff (The Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, c. 17, 18, 23).

2.3. Catholic Communion and the Mission Thrust

What is the implication of this internal autonomy and freedom for mission
of SMCC? Malankara Church has always been a Church with missionary
zeal. When the Malankara Orthodox Church continued the efforts of reunion,
its primary aim was the restoration of communion with the Catholic Church.
Over the course of time, Mar Ivanios realised that the Orthodox Church is
lethargic regarding the fulfilment of its God given mission, for proclaiming
and establishing the Kingdom of God among all peoples (Mt 28:18-19). For
him it was crystal clear that the communion with the Catholic Church is a
means for the SMCC to fulfil its mission in a better way. However, after the
establishment of Syro-Malankara hierarchy, the SMCC had only a limited
jurisdiction over the faithful all over the world. Likewise, there was limited
power to attend the pastoral needs of the faithful outside the territory of the
Church. At present, with the Eparchy of Gurgaon and with the elevation of
Khadki-Pune as an Eparchy, SMCC gets its territory extended to all over India.
All India jurisdiction does not mean that it is limited to the geographical frontiers
of India, but in its generic sense it is applicable for the entire humanity. SMCC
can reach out to all its faithful wherever they are. Its pastoral care can be
rejuvenated; it can plan about reunion, evangelisation with much freedom. At
this point the vision of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios about Re-union is very
important and it should be the vision of SMCC. According to Mar Ivanios, the
event of Re-union is only a foundation to a great mission, only the first step
towards a great goal. In his own words, “Can we consider it as a great thing to
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unite all the different churches in Malankara and make them members of the
Catholic Church? It would not be a great thing if we unite all the different
Churches in the world under one shepherd. The great thing is that all the religious
people in the world have become the children of the Catholic Mother, the One
Shepherd and the fold, and the hearts of all Catholics have become the holy
temples of God, and the whole world has become a real Catholic world (Mar
Ivanios, Speech at Thripunithura). We the Malankarites have this dream of
Servant of God Mar Ivanios to fulfill.

II. PREPARATION FOR THE CENTENARY: A FEW SNAPSHOTS

The second aspect brought forth by the 9oth year of Re-union is thatitis a
time for an immediate preparation for the centenary. The Church has already
prepared a draft in this respect on 2019, which focuses on the renewal in the
fields of spiritual, ecclesial, priestly, religious, family lives, mission activities,
re-union, cooperation with other churches, inter-religious dialogue, charity
works, uplift of the poor, nation building etc. To achieve these goals, a master
plan and practical guidelines are warranted. Brief elaborations on some of the
goals of centenary seem to be applicable here.

1. Liturgical Renewal: Liturgy is the most sublime expression of our faith.
It is true that the SMCC inherits a rich ancient liturgy, namely the
Antiochene, but here is a growing tendency to do away with liturgical
prayers and use elements that are alien to the genuine Antiochean Tradition
(Kanjiramukalil, Ecclesial Identity, 125-128). The faithful are not getting
ample opportunities to grasp the depth of its spiritual heritage, and the
richness of the liturgical symbols. Hence, one of the challenges at centenary
is that the SMCC should commit herself to revitalize and invigorate the
liturgical life of the Church and to educate the faithful on the fundamentals
of liturgy.

2. Development of Liturgical Theology and Liturgical Catechesis: The
SMCC lags behind in developing a sound liturgical theology of her own
and makes it available to the faithful. We need authentic studies, researches
and comprehensive works on our Liturgy which deals with biblical,
theological, symbolical and historical explanations. Liturgical reforms are
to be done on this basis. Moreover, Servant of God Mar Ivanios considered
catechism as an effective means to impart the knowledge of liturgical
spirituality of SMCC (Pastoral Letter 6 Jan.1942). He took an active
interest in reviving the catechism class and as a result the younger
generations were made to relish the rich content of prayer, hymns and
symbols. Hence, the indispensability of catechesis about liturgy is to be
very much emphasised.

11
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Mission of Evangelization: Servant of God Mar Ivanios, confirming the
basic commandments of Jesus Christ on evangelization (Mk 16:14ff.),
firmly believed that the primary task of the Christian Church is to preach
the Word of God to entire world. Her paramount duty is to manifest Christ
to the world in walk and talk. It is indispensable for the glory of God (Mar
Ivanios, Girideepam, 56). He even lamented on the very idle and dormant
state of the ‘Malankara Church’ for it had not risen up to fulfil this basic
command of Jesus Christ. Fortunately, after reunion, the SMCC has been
giving due importance to this basic mission along with the Universal
Church. The constitution of Suviseshasangam is one of the major
achievements in this respect. However, in many aspects we have to go
further. Consequently, during the forthcoming years, families, parishes,
various apostolate, institutions, religious life of both men and women etc.,
have to keep this mission command of Jesus as their primary call. Surely,
evangelisation is the life and existence of the Church.

Fostering Communion and Reunion: Servant of God Mar Ivanios was
convinced of the necessity of healing touch to the ‘Malankara Church which
lost in disunity and spiritual decadence. In one of his speeches at Vennikulam
he stated that “even if I were to be cut into a thousand pieces, in order to
heal a small wound in the body of Christ, I feel it should be done”
(Moolaveeettil, The Spiritual life of Mar Ivanios, 91). Indeed, it is another
grave obligation of the SMCC to protect and promote communion among
Christians and communion among themselves. Reunion is not a closed
chapter but it is always relevant and potential. Hence, there should enough
space allotted for this endeavour in the centenary program.

Promotion and Nurturing of Religious Harmony: Religious harmony
can be seen as one of the basic charisms of the SMCC. Taking into account
increasing religious fundamentalism and terrorism of this era, this is a need
of the time. As envisaged by our forefathers, confirmed by various councils
and articulated in several ecclesiastical documents, it is a major challenge
on the part of SMCC to be the instruments of peace and harmony among
the human society, irrespective of cast and creed.

Rejuvenation of the Legal Arena according to Synodality: Several
decades after the Reunion, the SMCC is raised into the status of a Major
Archiepiscopal Church in the Catholic communion. Now, it is an
autonomous Church entitled with Synodal powers. But, the current socio-
cultural-political situations are so vulnerable and as a result, are defining
of power and authority is much warranted. Today, diaconia or service will
be much appreciated rather than dictatorship. So, it is another serious
challenge for the SMCC to modify and invigorate her particular norms,

12
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legal structure, administrative systems and judicial process in accordance
with the mind of the Universal Church for an effective and unquestionable
pastoral administration and shepherding.

7. Humanitarian Concern: Love of God has to be proved authentic by love
of the brethren, especially the poor and the destitute. The SMCC has a
great impact in the society especially in the field of humanitarian concerns
in manifold ways. Education, health care, social assistance etc., have been
the human face of this Church for the last nine decades. However, now,
the human society is very complex and issues are more complicated. The
influence of modern media is fast and wide; and sometimes it exceeds the
limits. What we need is a loving, caring, responding, respecting, eco-
friendly, and culturally welcoming society rather than an egotistical or
consumerist society. For that, we need a paradigm shift from the present
system to a more acceptable and humanised system which is a challenge
to be encountered in the forthcoming centenary of SMCC

Conclusion:

The ninetieth year of Re-union of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is
an occasion to thank God Almighty for his great providence and blessings. She
has been a receptive vessel of God’s grace over the last 90 years. It has been
elevated from a Metropolitan Church to a Major Archiepiscopal Church, it has
12 eparchies and 14 Eparches with Major Archbishop-Catholicos cum Cardinal
as its father and head (Pater et Caput). The territorial expansions, elevation of
exarchates to eparchies (USA Canada, Gurgaon, Khadki-Pune) and constitution
of Apostolic Visitator to Europe and Oceania provide new horizons for the
SMCC in its life and mission. It is in this context that this Church is preparing
for its centenary. In its attempts for the betterment of its ecclesial life and
accomplishment of its mission, the Holy Spirit guides this Church through the
historical events occurring in the Universal Catholic Church. The upcoming
Synod of October 2023 is one of such happenings through which the Holy
Spirit invites the SMCC to find new ways of encountering God and His people,
listen carefully the Holy Spirit and the faithful and discern the ways and means
for responding to the call of God and to the needs of the human society at large
and the SMCC in particular. Similarly, the Synod can be perceived as a stamp
of approval of Holy Spirit on the centenary preparations of SMCC.

- Editor

13



14



SYNODAL ACTS

The Twenty Fourth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(02-05 March 2020)

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(16 February 2020)
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY FOURTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF
THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 2 to 5 MARCH 2020

Dear venerable Brothers,
Praise be to the Holy Name of God!

Let's seek the assistance of Holy Spirit for the blessed conduct of this coming
together. I cordially welcome my venerable brothers to the Twenty fourth Holy
Episcopal Synod of our Church. “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed
is the man who takes refuge in him” (Psalm 34:8). These words of the Psalmist
give us strength to face the present day challenges.

I remind you that the Holy Episcopal Synod is not a parliament but a “tent
experience” a coming together of Bishops as the successors of Apostles in the
presence of God Almighty. We the members come together in Holy Spirit and
discuss seriously on various pastoral ministries and missionary responsibilities
of our Church. I remind you that here we need deliberations in unity. Synod
implies such divine and ecclesial responsibility of coming together. Thus we
could be effective catalysts of evangelization. By the grace of God we could
spend three days for retreat at Carmel Hill Monastery, Pangode, in prayer and
reflection.

I pray that may the Holy Spirit shower on this Synod gifts of grace. Confiding
the HES-in-session to the protection and intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, I declare the Synod open.

* Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Twenty Fourth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(2-5 March 2020)

REPORT
1. PRELIMINARY PART:

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the Father
and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, convoked the 24™ Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at St. John Paul
IT Synod Hall at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. After the three
days retreat, the Synod Fathers gathered in the Synod Hall on 2™ March 2020
at 5.00 pm.

The Synod started with the Holy Qurbono and after with the official formal
prayer of Synod. The members present at the Synod were: HB
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod),
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Jacob Mar
Barnabas, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most
Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
(Emeritus), and Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios (Emeritus)

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude cordially welcomed the Fathers of the Synod and invoked
the assistance of Holy Spirit to the entire sessions of the Synod. Quoting Psalm
34:8 : “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge
in him”, HB said that these words of the Psalmist give us strength to face the
present day challenges. HB said that the HES is not a parliament but a “tent
experience” where the members reflect everything in the presence of God
Almighty. Synod is a responsible coming together which compels all to be
united in mind and body so that we could be effective catalysts of
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angelization. By the grace of God we could spend three days of

Retreat at Carmel Hill Monastery, Panagode, in prayer and reflection. By
invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and confiding the HES-in-session to
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared the Synod
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. THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

The Agenda:

. Inaugural Address and Welcome: HB

. Presentation of Reports

. Evaluation on the Report

. Submission of Catholicos Day Offerings

. Evaluation on 2" Ecclesial Assembly & Future Planning
. Reunion Navathi & Centenary Year Celebration

. Discussion on Education Ministry (Problems- Solutions)
. Evaluation of Synodal Commissions

. Liturgy - On going formation of the Clergy

. Seminary Formation in SMCC
. Mission Thrust of Religious in SMCC
Transfers
Appointment of New MC of SMCC
Territorial extension of Marthandam and Puttur
Mission Adoptions
Meeting with Religious Superiors of SMCC
Interaction of Superiors of Religious with the Synod
The Administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
1. Accounts
2. Regents for the coming year
Evaluation of the Major Seminary Academic Year (Meeting with Staff and
Seminarians)
Briefing of Eparchies including present financial status
Subsecreto Session
Planning of Common Celebrations:
15 July - Mar Ivanios’ Day
20 Sept. - Sabhasangamom
Discussion on matters proposed by the Synod Fathers with the Consent
of the President
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Report
24. Concluding Address of HB
The agenda was approved by the HES.

3. SUBMISSION OF THE CATHOLICOS DAY OFFERINGS
The fathers presented the Offerings to HB:

1. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - Rs. 1, 000,000/-
2. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - 700,000/-
3. Eparchy of Bathery - 500,000/-
4. Eparchy of Marthandom - 300,000/-
5. Eparchy of Mavelikara - 355,000/-
6. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - 200,000/-
7. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta - 400,000/-
8. Eparchy of Puttur - 155,000/-
9. Eparchy of Gurgaon - 200,000/-
10. Eparchy of USA & Canada - $12,000/-
11. Eparchy of Parassala - 100,000/-
12. Exarchate of Khadki-Pune - 200,000/-

4. REPORT OF THE EXTRAORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD

The reports of the 23" HES held at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia,
Pattom from 11 to 15 March 2019, the report of the Extraordinary HES held at
Major Archiepiscopal Curia, Pattom on 06 October 2019 and the report of
the Extraordinary HES held at St. Johns’ Medical College, Bangalore, on 16
February 2020 were read out.

A few corrections and additions were pointed out on the report. Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios proposed the report to be passed and Most Rev.
Joseph Mar Thomas supported. The Reports were passed unanimously.

5. THE PROPOSALS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 24" HES

It was proposed that the report (electronic version) of the HES would be
sent to the Fathers of the Synod in advance.

With regard to the issue of appointment of teachers in aided schools, HE
Joshua Mar Ignathios stated that a proposal was drafted in consultation with
advocates and forwarded to all Bishops for further study and evaluation.

6. Evaluation of Synodal Commissions:

Rev. Fr. Sunny Mathew, the Secretary of the Synodal Commission for
Clergy proposed the following plans: (i) to organize a three days meeting for all
priests of SMCC ordained in the last five years, (i1) to organize a gathering
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of Jubilarians, (ii1) to organize a refresher course for priests once in six months
and (iv) to conduct a charismatic convention for those interested in as a
preparation for the centenary celebration of reunion day. As an observation
the Fathers of the Synod opined that all such programs should be oriented to
evangelization. Considering the current disturbing socio-political situation we
have to take special efforts for the renewal of Seminary formation and priestly
life.

Rev. Fr. Isaac Parappallil, the Secretary of the Synodal Commission for
Liturgy reported that Commission was doing its best to make available all
liturgical texts according to the need of the Church. He said that the work
of Penkitho Prumion —Sedro for Sundays and Feast Days, publications of
English version of S’heemo, Pontifical, Consecration of the Church, brief
version of Koodasakramom etc. were under progress. The bishops expressed
the need for a shorter version of the liturgy of Easter, Denho, Hosana and
Christmas by avoiding repetitions. The other proposals were: liturgical texts
should be user-friendly; aberrations in liturgical services were to be noted and
corrected by the respective bishop, the Gospel Passage for House blessing could
be varied, and the liturgical calendar should be published in the month of July
itself. It was also felt by the fathers in the synod that HB should send a letter in
connection with the celebration of mixed marriages to the entire SMCC. The
Lectionary published by the Commission in 3 volumes have not reached all
parishes and religious institutions of SMCC. The Curia Bishop was asked to
send a letter to all Vicars General in this regard and the payment.

Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Thadathil, the Secretary of the Synodal Commission
for Seminary Formation after presenting a brief report stated that St. Mary’s
Seminary was in dire need of good professors and model formators.
Seminary also needs trained spiritual directors.

As a whole the physical and internal conditions of the class rooms, library,
and staff room require quality improvement. Students lack proficiency in
English language. The training of regents are under planning. The pastoral
ministry on Sundays by seminarians needed thorough scrutiny as there were
some unlawful things happening, like non deacons distributing Communion,
Homily etc.

Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC presented the report of the Theology
Commission from 2018 March to 2020 March. As per the present data, we
have 173 theologians (127 priests, 43 sisters, 3 lay people). Besides these there
are 20 priests who have completed MA Syriac at SEERI. In collaboration with
St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary, a theology seminar was conducted. Diploma

22



Report

course in theology has been going on since 2010. So far 48 people have
completed the certificate course. Re-launching of Malankara Academy is under
progress. During the discussion it was said that the ideological influence of
Servant of God Mar Ivanios in the current circumstances has to be explored
further. Liturgical theology has to be developed with reference to its sources.
Extension of diploma course in other eparchies could be thought of.
Aikysameesksha should treat themes of SMCC as far as possible so that it may
become a reference to our Church.

Rev. Sr. Namitha SIC presented the report of the Synodal Commission for
Evangelization. The following proposals were made by the Commission: (i) to
constitute members in the diocesan level, (i1) to prepare a lineamenta in tune
with the sacred tradition of SMCC and in accord with mind of Mar Ivanios by
the HES, and (iii) to constitute a resource team for taking classes for various
groups.

Rev. Fr. Antony Kakkanatt presented a brief report of Suvishesha Sangham.
In his brief report Rev. Fr. Antony mentioned about ministries of the members
of the Suvishesha Sangham during the previous year such as house
visiting, publication of Reeho D’Evangelion, Mar Ivanios Prayer Ministry,
hospital ministry etc. As a proposal he said that it would be beneficial if all our
Sunday School Teachers could be included in the Suvishesha Sangham in view
of the centenary of Re-union Movement. This could be made practical within
the period of next ten years. There was also a brief discussion about the special
Suvishesha Sandhya. There was also a discussion on the modality
of Suvishesha Sandhya during the Reunion celebration. Fr. Antony said that
they would think of a different form of Suvishesha Sandhya. He also proposed
that the Catechism Teachers if encouraged could be members of Suvishesha
Sangham and that way in 10 years time would get a complete formation.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Poovathumtharayil, the Secretary of Bible Commission
presented the report: reading of the Bible in family has to be encouraged, the
works of the Bible Commission has to be extended to mission territories, and
arenewed interest in reading the Bible has to be ensured among our seminarians.

Rev. Fr. Varghese Vinayanand OIC presented the report of the Commission
for Religious. Proposals: to convene a meeting of the Superiors General of
SMCC; to build up connectivity between the various Synodal Commissions;
to establish the Malankara Catholic Religious Conference as envisaged in
CPCSMCC nos. 356 and 357.

HES reaffirmed the names of Congregations and Religious Orders
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belonging to SMCC. The following are the names:

A. Order of Imitation of Christ (OIC)
B. Sisters of imitation of Christ (SIC)
C. Congregation of the Daughters of Mary (DM)
D. Religious Orders belonging to SMCC
1. Kurisumala Ashram
2. Dhyana Ashram, Nambiarkunnu
3. Santhi Ashram, Bhoothapandy (Pious Association)
4. Holy Spirit Sisters (OSS), Tiruvalla Region
5. Tabore Adoration Monastery, Thattathumala, Trivandrum
7. Sisters of Gethsemane, Thekkemala
6. Servant of Unity (AMU)

The names of the Religious Congregations working in the SMCC are the
following:

For Men

1. Order of the Minor Capuchin (OFM)

2. Salesians of Don Bosco (SDB)

3. Franciscan Missionary Brothers (CMSF)

4. The Order of the Discalced Carmelites (OCD)
5. Missionaries of Faith

For Women

. Congregation of the Sacred Heart (SH)

. Dina Sevana Sabha (DSS)

. Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent De Paul (SCV)
. Snehagiri Missionary Sisters (SMS)

. Little Sisters of Jesus

. Sisters of John the Baptist (CSJB)

. Franciscan Missionaries of Mary (FMM)

. Franciscan Servants of Mary (FSM)

. Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco (FMA)

10. Basilian Sisters (BS)

11. Sisters of Charity of St. Jeanne Antide

12. Fervent Daughters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (FDSHJ)
13. Congregation of St. Joseph of St. Marc

O 00 1IN B W -

The report of the Commission for Laity was presented by Dr.
Thomaskutty Panachakel. The following programs were conducted during the
year 2019: Career Guidance, Guidance for Higher Education, Global Laity
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Convention, Formation of different forums, Advocate’s convention,
Global Migrant’s Day, Global Women’s Meet and Mission Visits. Moreover, the
Commission made different interventions in several areas like flood
rehabilitation, protest against the decision of the Government of Kerala to give
an award to a cartoon which tarnished the image of the Church in the public,
and interventions in the education field where Govt. policies were detrimental
to the community. The Commission also made concerns regarding
the decreasing academic quality of our students, low birth rate in our
community, discontinuity of students registered for career guidance course, no
mention of Laity Commission in the statutes of MCA, etc.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian John Kizhakkethil, the Secretary of the Commission
for Youth mentioned in his report that the motto last year was "Holiness of
Family and Happiness”. Among the activities main ones were: MCYM Golden
Jubilee Celebration at Mavelikkara, protest against Church Act, observed of
Green Sunday, prepared a liturgical calendar with pictures, and prepared mobile
application of liturgical prayers etc. Difficulties pointed out: organizations of
youth in various campuses, financial constraints, lack of ongoing formation,
and lack of thorough understanding of our faith and traditions, etc. The need
of an ecclesial orientation in all its planning and action of MCYM was pointed
out. Prior information and consent from HB are required for all events which
affect the entire Church.

The report of the Health Commission was presented by Sr. Dr. Ancelet DM.
Activities: organized a class in connection with labour issues and health care. In
several hospitals especially in Pushpagiri Medical College, the Suvishesha
sangam is very active. It is involved in pro-life activities. Special mention of
the activities of the Commission during the recent floods in Bathery was made.

Rev. Fr. Samuel Pazhvoorpadickal presented the report on MCCL. He
mentioned that the Statutes of MCCL was prepared. As a proposal he said it
would be beneficial if we could conduct MBOC under the banner of MCCL.
The Fathers of the Synod opined that for the moment status quo would be
maintained. The Commission also requested the Synod to approve a flag for
MCCL.

Report of the Synodal Commission for Education was presented
by Prof. Thomaskutty Kaimalayil. The Commission organized international
seminar on Cross Road Disciplinary Literacy, organized training program for
teachers, conducted seminar on scientific learning and the art of memorizing
etc. Action Plan: Seminars related to transformative change in the society,
to make necessary interventions against the harmful educational policies of the
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Government, to use modern technologies in teaching pedagogy etc. The Synod
also thanked Prof. Kaimalayil for his commitment in this Commission.

Rev. Fr. George Thomas Kochuvilayil while presenting the report of the
Commission of Faith Formation stated that all the textbooks from 1-
12" standards are available, existing annual question papers of Catechism were
collected; published Hand Book for standard 1 to 7 etc. Future plans: Catechism
in computer animated format, a hand book for teachers, and a text book for
First Communion.

The report of the Commission for Vocation was presented by Sr. Ardra SIC
and Rev. Fr. John Kuttiyil. It was noted that challenges in this field are
innumerable. Counter witness on the part of priests and religious has been a
major issue. Camps for vocation promotion should be done with greater
earnestness. It would be better if we could have animators for Vocation
Promotion in every Presbyteral districts.

Rev. Fr. Sheen Thankalayam, the Secretary presented the Media
report. He higlighted the need for a more creative and professional approach.
The official website is effectively managed, very active in social networking,
alert in anti-church posts, give technical supports to various dioceses in several
ways, and tried to give live stream broadcast of some of our main events.
Certain proposals of the Commission were: conduct media awareness
programs in every diocese, prepare a guidelines for media persons,
organize an online Bible study course etc.

The Secretary of Commission for Ecumenism and Dialogue was absent
due to valid reasons and he was granted leave by HB. Though the report was
not read it was included in the file. There was not any specific activity other
than the usual ones like Unity Octave and International Ecumenical Dialogue
between Catholics and the two factions of the Malankara Church.

6. Suggestions and Decisions:
A flag for MCCL is not deemed necessary at this point.

HB would send a circular to the entire SMCC regarding protocol in
precedence, attire and addressing Proto-syncellus and Syncellus; similarly for
the Corepiscopoi in SMCC regarding their dress code and other insignia.

Fathers felt it necessary to have ongoing formation of clerics especially
concerning liturgical life of the Church, liturgical texts of the prayer, and rubrics
in the liturgy.
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Considering the present day challenges and counter witnesses in clerical
life, the HES decided to bring out a charter for priestly formation with the help
of good pastors, field experts, and exemplary lay faithful. A Commission to
prepare lineamenta for this purpose with HG Thomas Mar Koorilos (Convenor),
HE Thomas Mar Eusebius (Member), HE Jacob Mar Barnabas (Member) and
HE Abraham Mar Julios (Member) was formed.

A special meeting of the Bishops for above mentioned purpose was fixed
for 1 April 2020 from 9.00 am at the Catholicate Centre.

It was decided to send the best students for higher studies from seminary
itself.

The canonical stipulation of getting prior permission from the Local
Ordinary for the Religious Congregations or Orders to work in any of the
eparchies was reiterated.

7. Meeting with the Religious

It was felt that before meeting the entire religious section the HES would
meet the Superiors of Bethany Fathers, Bethany Sisters and DM Sisters. Thus
a short meeting with Very Rev. Fr. Jose Kuruvila OIC, the Superior General of
Bethany Ashram with two Provincials was held. The Superior General shared
their gratefulness in celebrating their centenary along with the Reunion Day
Celebrations at Girideepam Kottayam. He expressed his serious concern
regarding the lack of vocations to religious life. He also said that chances given
to Bethany fathers to serve in the parishes were also getting reduced. He also
sought guidelines for what was called Zero Tolerance. During the discussion
there was a proposal to conduct the MBOC as a joint venture in SMCC.

Then there was a short meeting with the Bethany Mother General with 3
provincials and DM Mother General with four provincials. They mainly
highlighted lack of vocations to women religious life. DM Mother reminded
the request for beginning the canonization process of Msgr. Joseph Kuzhinjalil.
HB informed them that we would think of the same after the completion of the
process of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios.

Then there was a common session with all officials of Religious Orders,
Congregations, and Pious Associations at the Patriarch Mousa Davood
Conference Hall. The moderator of this session was HE Joshua Mar Ignathios,
the Chairman of the Commission for Religious. Rev. Fr. Sevanand Ennamprayil,
the Abbot of Kurisumala Ashram, Swamiji Crispin Acharya - Superior,
Santhi Ashram, Bhoothapandy, Rev. Sr. Mary Sosamma OSS - Regional
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Superior, Holy Spirit, Tiruvalla, Bro. Benny Appanchiryil - the Provincial of
CMCEF - delegate of Abbess Mary Veronica SMT, Tabore Adoration
Monastery, Tesita Mary AMU - General Servant of Unity, and Rev. Sr. Mariam
Clare GSS -Superior, Sisters of Gathsemane, Thekkemala presented brief
reports of life and mission of respective religious order.

HB thanked all the participants and asked them to face the present
day challenges with deep faith in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer. He suggested
that holiness in thoughts and action would be the best solution to overcome all
difficulties. We are all called to build his holy Church and for that we should
be holy. HB asked all the participants to chalk out certain plans in their own
respective religious communities in view of the centenary of Re-union. Mar
Ignathios, the moderator said that the presence of all these religious
communities in SMCC tells upon the spiritual richness of this Church. He
advised that a radical commitment among religious is the need of the hour.

8. St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary

The Fathers of the Synod visited Malankara Major Seminary and met the
Staff and Students together in the Chapel. After the prayer Very Rev. Dr.
Kuriakose Thadathil, the Rector of the Seminary proposed the word of welcome.
HB invited HE Jacob Mar Barnabas to address the community on behalf of
HES. HE Mar Barnabas made moving witness highlighting the need to be
evangelizers. HB in his concluding words said that if we wish to be a good
missionary we should imprint the image of the Good Shepherd in our heart.
HB said that the HES look at you all with great expectation and we could
see in you the future of our Church. He also expressed his thanks to the
Seminary Commission, Rector, the Staff, the Students, and the Auxiliary Staff
for their great support for formation in the Seminary.

There after a special meeting with the entire Staff was held. The Rector
read out the brief report. During the discussion with Staff the following items
were presented:

- Rev. Fr. Jolly Karimbil the Registrar shared about the works done for the
renewal of affiliation of the Seminary with Urbanian University, Rome.

- Rev. Fr. Varghese Thannickakuzhy, the Dean of Studies said that a study
book for the Diploma Course is under preparation. HB reminded that such
kind of texts have to be verified and scrutinized by the Seminary
Commission. It was also brought to the notice of the Staff to take solid steps
to keep the medium of English in the Seminary. Both the professors and
students are bound by this rule of medium.
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Though the Sunday Pastoral Ministry is useful, certain inaccurate practices
were brought to the notice of the Fathers, like preaching homilies and
distribution of Communion by seminarians who were not deacons, or reading
part of the Sedro, etc. This was felt very unbecoming and the Rector was
asked to handover the list of the students who were going for pastoral
ministry to the concerned Bishops in advance and the bishops in turn are to
give sufficient directions to the priests who make use of the services of the
seminarians. At no point preaching or reciting prayers of the Taksa could be
done by seminarians. Distribution of Communion may be considered after
due blessing by the bishop in case of great necessity. The possibility of sending
first year theologians to some other activities like jail ministry, social work
etc., could be thought of.

Further there were discussions on the topics of the use of library, social
action and sports and games in the Seminary. The Rector said that there has
been much improvement in these areas than previous years.

Rev. Fr. Louis, the Finance Officer of the Seminary presented the financial
report. With a few clarifications, the report was passed.

HB informed the Staff that the Superior General requested the service of
Rev. Mathai Kadavil OIC for their Congregation and therefore he would not
be there in the faculty for the coming academic year. The Synod
acknowledged with gratitude the dedicated service of Fr. Kadavil OIC to the
Malankara Seminary during the past three years.

At the end HB asked the Staff to conduct the Orientation Course for the
Regents (first Year Theology) this year also. He also asked the Staff to publish
serious articles in international publications and write books. In his
concluding words HB thanked Rector and all the staff members for
their selfless and challenging service in the Seminary.

9. Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

The accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia was presented by Rev. Fr.
Varghese Angadiyil, the Finance Officer of the Curia. He informed the HES
that with the approval of HB, Eparchies who did not have FCRA have been
using that of the Curia. Hence one might see the significant growth in the
account. The report was passed with few corrections. The Fathers of the Synod
suggested that it would be better to send them a balance sheet of the accounts

every year in advance.

Regarding the sale of liturgical and other books published from the Curia it
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was proposed that they have to be reached in the eparchies and religious
institutions in time. The Pro-syncellus of the Eparchies should be informed
of the same and the payment.

- HB acknowledged with gratitude the selfless service did by Rev. Fr.
Varghese Angadiyil, the Finance Officer and thanked the Archbishop Thomas
Mar Koorilos for lending his service to the Curia.

10. Regency Brothers for the service of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
and the Orientation Programme

For the coming year, the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and the Eparchy of
Marthandam agreed to send one regent each from their respective Eparchies
for the service of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

- The Orientation Course of the present Regents has to be conducted at the
Catholicate Centre under the leadership of Seminary Commission and Rector
of the Malankara Major Seminary.

- With regard to the diaconate ministry, though very useful, was left to the
discretion of each Eparch.

11. Extension of the Eparchies of Marthandam and Puttur

HB mentioned about the official letter which he had received from the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches regarding the territorial expansion of
the Eparchy of Marthandam and Eparchy of Puttur. The Congregation had
entrusted HES to do the needful in this regard while it was a matter
of territorium proprium of the SMCC. After the canonical restructuring, the
HES will intimate the date of announcement to the Holy See. HB informed the
members that he would be sending a circular letter regarding this to the
entire SMCC at the earliest. The Bishops of Marthandam, Puttur and St.
Ephrem of Khadki-Pune were asked to prepare a geographical map of
their own respective eparchies.

12. New Appointments & Other Information

- HB stated the approval of HES for the appointment of Rev. Dr. Sunny
Mathew of the Eparchy of Marthandom as the new Rector of the Major
Seminary.

- Rev. Fr. Kurikaose Thadathil of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla would be
appointed as the new Coordinator of United Kingdom.

- Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukammoottil of the Eparchy of Bathery would be
appointed as the new Finance Officer of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.
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HB informed the Synod that it would take some time to actualize the transfer
of Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukammoottil due to technical reasons. Hence, Rev.
Fr. Antony Kakkanatt would take the responsibility of the Finance
Officer of the Curia during the interim period.

Rev. Fr. George Vettikattil of the Eparchy of Bathery would be appointed
as the Synodal Secretary for the Commission of Social Apostolate. He will
also coordinate the Central Office for Social Apostolate in New Delhi.

The name of Mathrusangam of our Church is changed into “Malankara
Catholic Mothers Forum” (MCMEF).

Rev. Dr. Fr. John Kuttiyil of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum is
appointed as the new MC for common celebrations in SMCC.

For the effectiveness and smooth functioning of MCYM a new method of
election was proposed which the competent fora should discuss and the
Chairman should bring it to the next HES. The proposal of the HES: Let
the competent forum propose 3 suitable candidates for President, Secretary
and Treasurer each and HB and the Chairman of MCYM would approve
one from each group. This model could be used even in the Eparchies. It
would avoid all unhealthy practices.

HE Jacob Mar Barnabas explained the following in connection with the
mission at Port Blair. At present there are twenty families. There is mission
scope but in order to do something we need a priest and necessary financial
assistance. HG Thomas Mar Koorilos was asked to do necessary
consultation with the person in Port Blair.

Regarding the Central office for social apostolate it was decided that Delhi
or any northern city would be ideal. Thus Delhi was approved and HES
wanted the term Malankara to be avoided from the nomenclature.

Regarding the Commission for Migration HE Philipos Mar Stephanos
wanted to know the scope of the Commission. At present there are some
kind of juridical structures all over the world which have been taking care
of the pastoral needs of these migrants. HB would speak to H.E. Mar
Stephanos regarding this matter.

For the mission preaching of the Major Seminarians, at least about 100
parishes would be identified by the Eparchs. Thus

. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - 20 Parishes

2. Eparchy of Bathery - 7 Parishes
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3. Eparchy of Marthandom - 7 Parishes

4. Eparchy of Mavelikara - 12 Parishes

5. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - 7 Parishes

6. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta - 15 or 20 Parishes
7. Eparchy of Puttur - 5 Parishes

8. Eparchy of Gurgaon - 3 Parishes

9. Eparchy of Parassala - 5 Parishes

10. Eparchy of Khadki-Pune - 3 Parishes

11. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - The rest of the requirement will be

filled by His Beatitude.

- During their mission visits the seminarians would read out a written request
prepared by the Seminary Commission and the Staff of the Seminary. In
the appeal there would be a call for promoting vocations. It was suggested

that the money could be transferred on the same day.

- Currently there are no catechetical text books for degree students. Each
eparch was to look into the matter for the time-being and with the help of
POC such a text could be made available.

13. Adoption of Missions- Reports

The following Eparchies presented brief reports of the initiatives taken in
the mission stations adopted: Major Archdiocese adopted Karnur mission of St.
Ephrem of Khadki - Pune and Bilaspur in Gurgaon. Archdiocese of Tiruvalla:
Daivadanapatty of Marthandam. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha: Rajasthan of
Gurgaon. Pathanamthitta: Odisha of Gurgaon, Anakuzhy of Parassala
and Kamagiri of Khadki-Pune. Parassala: Anpunagar mission of Marthandam.
St. Ephrem of Khadki - Pune: Njalam mission of Marthandam. Puttur:
Arunachal Pradesh mission of Gurgaon. Marthandam: Kaikallooru - Andhra
mission of Khadki - Pune. Gurgaon: Killi mission of Marthandam. Bathery:
Andhra mission of Khadki - Pune and Tripura of Gurgaon. Mavelikara: Moga
mission - Punjab of Gurgaon. St. Mary Queen of Peace, USA, HE Mar
Stephanos requested some more time to study the matter in consultation with
various parishes over there.

14. Reports of the Financial Status of Eparchies

All the Eparchies in the SMCC presented a brief report of the present
financial status of their respective eparchies. HB informed the Synod that this
would be our future custom of the HES. He suggested that Bank loans and its
reimbursement are to be clearly mentioned in the final balance sheet.
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15. Housing Project for Reunion Centenary

Brief sharing about the project was done. The volume seemed to be huge
in each Eparchy and in some of the southern eparchies, a sizable number of
faithful even do not own a piece of land for constructing a house. The survey
report was not presented by the Eparchies. HB said that by 2030 we should
have this dream realized and we together have to find the way and the means.

16. Safe Environment Commission

Each Eparchy has to constitute a Safe Environment Cell before 9 June
2020 in connection with the zero-tolerance policy of the Church related to
abuse of children and the vulnerable. The next gathering of SMCC Bishop on
1 April 2020 would discuss this and the Eparchial Bishops were asked to bring
with them the name of persons included in this commission. HG Thomas
Mar Koorilos was asked to prepare a draft in this respect and send it to the
Bishops at the earliest. HB suggested that it would be better if we could appoint
a woman as the president of this official body and everybody agreed to that.

Sharing regarding the 90" Reunion celebration was done. The Eparchy of
Mavelikara would be hosting. All the Eparchies in the SMCC would contribute
benevolently for the smooth running of the celebration.

HB released the Qurbono Taksa in Kannada language which included
three Annaphoras.

“Symbols in the Bible” a book written by HE Abraham Mar Julios was
also released by HB.

HB said that a Residence for our Church in Rome was identified. The
matter would be presented to the Holy Father.

17. Conclusion

His Beatitude thanked all for the wonderful experience of the Synod and
mutual strengthening. HB thanked HE Mar Chrysostom and HE Mar Julios for
their presence in the entire sessions of the Synod.

HB added by stating that unity is our internal energy which helps to work
together for the Kingdom of God.

His Beatitude said that the Synod-in-session was very special and fruitful.
The sharing on the life and activities of the Eparchies helped us to think and
evaluate together. His Beatitude thanked all the Bishops for their love for the
Church and solidarity with him in the exercise of his ministry in the Church as
its Father and Head. He also thanked the officials of the Major Archiepiscopal
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Curia for the arrangements of the Synod.

Invoking God's blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the Church, His Beatitude declared the
HES closed.

With a short prayer HB imparted the apostolic blessing.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary
¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY FOURTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD ON 2-5 MARCH 2020

Dear Synod Fathers,

As we are in the concluding session of the Twenty Fourth Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod, I express my sincere thanks to all my brother bishops for the
wonderful experience of the Synod and mutual strengthening. I thank, in a
special way, His Excellencies Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and Abraham
Mar Julios for their presence in the entire sessions of the Synod.

As we gathered together as responsible ministers of a Particular Church
sui iuris, it is a blessing that the Holy Spirit enlightens our discussions and
deliberations. As ministers of the Church we are at the service of the Kingdom
of God. The unity is our internal energy which helps to work together for His
Kingdom.

I'am happy to state that the Synod-in-session was very special and fruitful.
The sharing on the life and activities of the eparchies in our Church helped us
to think and evaluate together.

I glorify our Lord for your generous support in fulfilling my ministry in
our Church as the Father and Head. Once again I thank all of you for your love
for Church and brotherly solidarity shown to me in person. And also I thank,
on behalf of the HES, the officials of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for the
arrangements of the Synod.

Invoking God's blessing through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, on all and the Church, I declare the HES closed.

* Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Session of the Holy Episcopal Synod
(16 February 2020, St. John’s Medical College, Bangalore)

REPORT

As scheduled, His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos, the Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
convoked an extraordinary session of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church at St. John’s Medical College at Bangalore, on 16
February 2020. There were two sessions and the first session of the Synod
began at 09.00 am with a prayer invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and
the intercession of Blessed Virgin Mary.

The members present at the Synod were: HB Moran Mor Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas
OIC, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Makarios, and Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, the
Bishop Emeritus, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom the Bishop Emeritus,
and Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos were absent in this extraordinary
session of the Synod due to various technical and other reasons. Their absences
were reckoned legitimate.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, cordially welcomed all the Fathers of the Synod. HB specially
acknowledged with gratitude the yeomen services rendered to CBCI and to the
entire Church by Most. Rev. Dr. Johsua Mar Ignathios as its first Vice-President
and its present Secretary General, His Grace Thomas Koorilos as the Chairman
of Doctrinal Commission and Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas as the Chairman
of Women Commission.
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During the extraordinary session of the Synod the following topics were

proposed and discussed:

1.

HB read the official letter which he had received from the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches regarding the territorial expansion of the Eparchy
of Marthandam and Eparchy of Puttur. The Congregation has entrusted
HES of SMCC to do the needful in this regard while it comes under
territorium proprium of the SMCC. After the canonical formulation of
these expansions, Holy See would be intimated. HB informed the members
that he would be sending a circular letter regarding this to the entire
Church soon after the close of 24" HES. The respective Bishops of the
eparchies of Marthandam and Puttur were asked to fix dates and announce
the matter ceremonially in their own respective Eparchies. The transfer of
the territories, immovable and movable properties have to be done with
proper documentation, mentioning the assets, financial liabilities etc. on
or before 31 March 2020. A copy of the said document has to be submitted
to HB.

Considering its geographical settings Thenni belonging to the Archdiocese
of Tiruvalla has to be incorporated with the Diocese of Marthandam.
Otherwise it would be an isolated place. It was not included in the
previous request sent to the Holy See by the HES. Hence, it was decided
by the HES to report the same to the Holy See.

Regarding the appointment of the new Curia Bishop and Auxiliary Bishop
for the Major Archdiocese of Trivandrum HB informed the Fathers of the
Synod that as per the direction from the Apostolic Nunciature, the first
phase of enquiry was already begun with the Bishops of the SMCC. The
second phase would begin soon among selected priests and laity.

The clerical errors in the Papal Bull in connection with the canonical
elevation of Exarchate of St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune to the status of an
Eparchy were communicated to the concerned and the corrected bull would
be made available at the earliest.

HB informed the Synod that the Eparchy of Mavelikkara would host the
90™ Reunion celebration. His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua Mar Iganatios
informed the HES that the entire celebrations would be planned in view of
the Centenary of Reunion which would fall in 2030. Details were left to
the Eparch to decide after due consultation.

HB informed the Fathers of the Synod that Rev. Fr. Varghese Angadiyil,
the present Finance Officer was appointed Proto-syncellus of the
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Eparchy of Khadki-Pune. Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukammootttil of the
Eparchy of Bathery would be the new Finance Officer.

HB informed the Synod that Very Rev. Dr. Kurikaose Thadathil, the Rector
of St. Mary’s Malnkara Major Seminary would be completing three years
and that he could be appointed as the new Coordinator for United Kingdom.
Rev. Dr. Sunny Mathew from the Eparchy of Marthandam could be
appointed as the new Rector. It was further stated that the final decision
regarding these appointments would be in the forthcoming HES.

Rev. Fr. Abraham Pathakal, the Chaplain in Ireland would also conclude
his service by this year. Regarding the new appointment, a positive reply
from the Archdiocese of Dublin is awaited.

HB informed the HES that Very Rev. Fr. Kandathil, the Coordinator of
UAE is completing his tenure by the end of this year.

As per the need, the Holy Qurbono Thakso and other texts of prayer for
various occasions may be translated into vernacular, but with the
imprimatur from HB.

Regarding a central office for the social service apostolate of SMCC at
New Delhi, HE Jacob Mar Barnabas was asked to present the details of
the same in the forthcoming HES.

A brief report on the adoption of Missions would be made in the next HES
by the respective eparchs.

HB cautioned the bishops regarding accepting priests from other eparchies
and they should not be easily incorporated into the mission or other areas
since we might not know the full history of such a priest. Serious inquiries
must be done prior to such induction.

HE Samuel Mar Irenios was asked to study the term “Community” with
the help of experts and to present a possible way out to help our members.

Each Eparchy is to submit a financial report to the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches in view of the annual subsidy from the Congregation.

The Air fare of Ad limna visit was received from the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches and Bishops were expected to collect the same from
the Major Archdiocese of Trivandrum.

It was suggested that during the briefing of the Eparchies it was better to
present the current financial status of the Eparchies.
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22.
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24.
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Bishops going abroad should inform HB regarding the same.

HB informed the Fathers of the Synod that liturgical strictness must be
maintained in the eparchies and priests who do not follow strictly the
Thookasa should be corrected by the concerned eparchial Bishop.

The next HES would begin with retreat of Bishops at Pangode Ashram
in Trivandrum from 28" February to 2" March 2020.

HB informed that the process of enquiry regarding a Center for the SMCC
in Rome is still under progress.

HB informed that the Red Cross Organization of Germany has promised
to create job opportunities for nurses and details would be made available
to bishops.

HB informed the members of the Synod that as per the CCEO, during the
Holy Week all bishops are supposed to be present in their own respective
Eparchies.

HE Thomas Mar Eusebius was asked to prepare the final document of the
Second Ecclesial Assembly at the earliest.

HE Vincent Mar Paulos informed the Synod that the Superior General of
Bethany Ashram has informed regarding the transfer of Rev. Fr. Mathai
Kadavil OIC from St. Mary’s Major Seminary at the end of this academic
year. Fund collection for the Seminary from the parishes of SMCC will be
scheduled during the month of June.

At 4.30 pm, with a short prayer, the extraordinary session of the meeting
concluded.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor.
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Elevation of the Exarchate of St. Ephrem, Khadki
to the Status of Eparchy

65



66



Decree

T S
R R CYIET— ’zé@mﬁﬁﬁ? S

P

F TS 11 nm.n_r...3:3_..4“.‘_.%!#.&::3.5&;5 CULEF I F1 Ve T ouWue
TETIAMADALL | SEEUPUL QLAY SUMEIMA M LN TERT O @V o Cury TNAUTRNI0G WIS 1 e
1adks 204297 Vuouvsbrrad cynadad yunb Timunaor w, HE:E..EMW_& n.:.ﬂnm.,ﬂﬂ ﬂs:ﬁdmwm WEJ._.E;EE:

au Tk 212g701d 214 ©200 © [0 (0120 MU BROIITIGOME 119N DI PUMEE TN
SV ) 12 1_".m._.n;.:_m_ﬂﬁﬂ,n_.uﬂ_aiﬁdﬂﬂ._? FHAMS oMb sreimuney swinly lunndod 13 unapy 219
-0 STIOUIFI 0421709 02 | 22 700 24 S oy T oy Tnvion e Onanauey $imao—y o
NGO SN IE 0 Siwddhin mibsmdugs FAPINL SIS S TwIn e mﬂme_un_w“_&mn__rﬁ.
MDY 1IU0G 51930 704077 22A0n Dirjonlprod Gmdosady Gemnnad Tunanos1 oTnam 191
-cfody TRy riqyenen snsapra ok sncuebnbnes umpeid ngweg aEwgen AT
1GNP VNG, | #AT ST TN, SIS m:_m._..n...uﬂﬁ._ndmmﬂ.gﬂiﬁ. 191228 (Mo 13U Giwinies
- QWY TN AWM T FISLRTOLAMCTOWE- T8 70152172 2 i agul, sena s sT0mesn I 11
wib ony sezIng DIMALE QU 4 wowbe swonhor oz evgsdn i [limyeyjos ﬁﬁumﬁ@# BRI
WD SN .5._“_3.“.34%. 7g RO Tageoad iagy Do Fowing woilpros asoindig 7 s
CPPIHIE WMoY (i Sieack 23k Mg osdh 200 ‘emungradiad Tan Y SR
MO oG 20rTods abad ladd amaenenes Pngroddha oued T TeMb ﬁ_%u_
SHWIIOTIIM SUIWII0S 20| ToTiiossedn stamod anadendony - g owang Tueotidy s
o~ sworads Lwonb sctozimmers esson pueend [n rogunzady 12 sgwei e limaeyn
S UIWOTITS O sl Mo peounn smmpagwod - o3 bm«uwu < Tnryosinlos 12 Owm NG ¥2
_Dwoupemrownneg wwoingnay Cwogudnasiae Qo' Ipnen T OgWAb |8 QU HoaalaY
Ovovidaasng 12 HISVHYTY LVOVIIICRO LROQU e g1 Liruauiasiasy (uemneasodyy 19 liesmmes ormane s
- CHWTIMALTY SNV (NP sl rodes %ﬂnﬁ. {umgord _n_.n_.;.,ﬂ_:j,.,.__n.n_..__..w Mok WG ey

-ossedy) alproia smerl 3T DR Stuomg) 200D 20wl 1wl genag,

AL SN QOIS

(une ) AHDAVAA HHL A0 NOLLVAATA

67



Elevation of exarchate to status of Eparchy

The Apostolic Exarchy of St. Ephrem of Khadki
is elevated to an Eparchy with the same title

Bishop Francis
Servant of the Servants of God

For perpetual memory

“Let us expel the nocturnal darkness of the mind / illumined by the day-
light of the science of the cross, / so that our mind may minister to the
Lord / in the renewal of our purity / and of this day having glittered. It
does not begin by itself / but by a sign that we may press hard / to imprint
in our person / through the assiduous study unto Christ.” (cf. Ephrem,
Sermo 3, 2) Itis specially necessary / for us to be constituted heirs of this
spiritual beauty,/ as we consider the same useful and profitable for the
whole flock, / to concede in everywaythe salvific grace, / distributing all
things in every Church, / through which the highest good of the souls /
and the desirable spiritual fruit are exceedingly provided. Now | turn my
mind to the beloved faithful of the Syro-Malankara Church of South India,
/ whose providential growthl have observed by careful study.

Therefore, my venerable brother Baselios CleemisThottunkal, the Major-
Archbishop of the the Syro-Malankarites,/ and the Synod of the Bishops
of the Malankarites / having furnished favourable votes,/ and having
heard the advise of my venerable brother, the Prefect of the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches, / by the fullness of my Apostolic power, / |
elevate the same Exarchy of Saint Ephrem of Khadki to an Eparchy /
called after the same title/ for the faithful of the Syro-Malankara rite
living in the southern part of India. Nothing is changed with regard to
the seat of the Cathedral Church,/the seeof the bishop / and the
headquaters of the Curia,/ and the acquired rights and previleges/
according to the norms of the Code of Canons of the Orienteal Churches.

| have established this Eparchy as subject to the Syro-Malankara Major
Archbishop of Trivandrum / and to the Synod of Bishops of the Syro-
Malankarites; / its bishop shall not be a member of the Conference of
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the Bishops of India. | set up as its patron before God St. Ephrem the
Deacon. All the priests already exercising ministry in the Exarchy/ by that
very fact will be incardinated to the newly constituted Eparchy. Likewise
the inmates of the Seminary, / and the parishes coming in the territory
of the same are ascribed to the new circumscription. All the other things
shall be governed by the norms of the said Code.

Finally, | wish to ratify forthwith this Constitution of mine; nothing
contrary to this shall prevail.

Given at St. Peter’s, Rome,/on the twenty-third day of November in the
2019'"year of the Lord,/ the seventh of our Pontificate.

Pope Francis
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Elevation of exarchate to status of Eparchy

APPOINTMENT OF THE BISHOP (Latin)

Franerseus Episcorus Scervus Scrorunt DT Venerabilc Fratni PHOMAE
WMz stwromio Yieypaizmyis, 0.9.C.. lactenus Exancho postolice Sancti
Eptnaimi Rhadbiensi, ad gradum Episcopi eparchialis ecusdem ecclesialis
communitatio evecte, salutem et /postolicam Benedictionem.

Ad sccendam sapientiam (Clnidti et disciplinam adhiontati, ad intellegenda verba
(cr Prul, 2-3), gaudeamaus immensa diguitate necepta in sacramentis (Chnistum
amplexandi et experiendae in fersona nodtra resumiectionid, guam peramus (cfr o.
Eptnaem, Serma 3, &), 2uapropten partes apostolicae MNostnae sollicitudinie
iuterfoncntes, pen guae Ecelesiarum bouo ofppontune consulaturn, bonum greges epanchiae
Sancti Epnaioni Rhbadbiensiolibenter fenprendimus, hoc oo die pren postolicam
Cowstitutionem Secentine (rucite dignitate evanchiae evectae, Pastorem eidem fracbene
festinantes de spirituali buins communitatis profectu sollicitum. kil aptins ergo
fedeliwn Ecclesiae sqpae-malankanensis in Tudia inferione commonantivm canandi
cam dedestc operam. Proinde, auditio consilico Yenenabilis Fratnis MNostni Leonande
S. R E. Cardinalis Saundni, Pracfectic Congregationcs o Ecclesice Oncentalibus,
te, Evanchi Apostolici titulo nesolutum, frimum Episcopum eparchialem nouiter erectae
Sedis Sane7 EPARATMT RAADRIENSISconslituimus, debetie concessie ianibue
Orientalivm. Volumas te hoc de Tlostro decrets centiones facene clenum et populum
hacus commaunitats, guos om - ued evhortaman, at, Beatissimae Dec Matnis
intencessione, tua ducti modenatione meminenint veram devotionem a vera fideprocedere,

Datum Romae, apud S, Petrum, dic vicedimo tertio mensis Novembnis, anno
@m z. ‘ﬂﬂ . : . . , p fq-:- j % 9 . 55. .

FRANCISCUS PP.
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APPOINTMENT OF THE BISHOP (English)

Servant of the Servants of God
To Our Venerable Brother Thomas Mar AnthoniosValiyavilayilOIC,
Hitherto Apostolic Exarch of Saint Ephrem Khadki,
appointed Eparchial Bishop of the same ecclesial community,
Health and Apostolic Blessing!

Being encouraged to learn the wisdom and discipline of Christ, for
understanding the words of prudence, for taking up erudition of doctrine,
justice, judgement and equity (cf. Prov 1, 2-3), we rejoice at the immense
dignity received in sacraments, embracing and experiencing in our person
the risen Christ who is our hope (cf. St. Ephrem, Sermo 3,4).

Wherefore in accordance with our apostolic solicitude, through which the
good of the Churches is opportunely taken care of, we gladly discern the
good of the flock of the Eparchy of St. Ephrem Khadki, which on this very day
through the Apostolic Constitution Scientiae Cruciselevated to anExarchy, and
hasten to give to the same a Pastor,deligent about the spiritual growth of this
community. Therefore, nothing more apt we think of, dwelling upon the
service needing to be taken care of, as we go through your offices, than you
who already in office provided for the spiritual necessities of the faithful of
the Syro-Malankara Church in South India.

Therefore, having heard the advice of our Venerable Brother His Eminence
Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for Oriental Churches,
we appoint you, having been relieved from the title of Apostolic Exarch, AS
THE FIRST EPARCHIAL BISHOP OF THE NEWLY ERECTED SEE OF ST. EPHREM
KHADKI, being bound by the legitimate rights and obligations according to
the norm of the Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches. We wish that you
inform the clergy and people of this community about this, our decree. We
exhort them all, as by the intercession of the Blessed Mother of God, by your
guidance and leadership, they remember the true devotion and live by true
faith, by which we are encouraged to imitate the virtues of our beloved
Mother, who is the sure hope and proof of consolation to the pilgrim people.

Given at St. Peter’s in Rome, on the twenty-third day of November in the
2019 year of the Lord, the seventh of our Pontificate.

Pope Francis
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Circular
Catholicos Day — 2020

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

During the navathy of the anniversary of Re-union, the 15" anniversary of
the elevation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church as the Major
Archiepiscopal Church on Sunday 2 of February 2020 is observed as Catholicos
Day in our Church. Let us make this day fruitful particularly to remember and
give thanks for, as a Church, the wonderful ways of God’s love. On the
Catholicos Day, after the Holy Qurbono, the catholicos flag should be hoisted
and the catholicos day oath be taken in all our parishes, institutions and mission
centres. I wish every children of the Church all blessings of this day.

It was along 75 years after the Re-union that the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church had been raised into the status of a Church sui uris in the Universal
Catholic Church. Though the Servant of God Mar Ivanios wished for that at
the time of the Re-union in 1930, he waited for the realization of God’s intention.

We look at with great proud and prayer that our Church can give a new
missionary spirit in the Universal Catholic Church by opening new doors of
missionary work by establishing local mission parishes in different parts of the
world through 12 eparchies. God prepared a suitable answer in the fullness of
time to all efforts of that great sanyasi who fought for truth. The best rays are
the growth and progress that we see today. God expressed his love by raising
those who took refuge in God during the lowliness. I remember with gratitude
all bishops, priests, religious men and women and laity who worked hard for
that. May God bless abundantly all those who carry out these duties at present!

Erection of Eparchy of St. Ephrem of Khadki (in Pune) and appointment
of Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC

I'inform you all that as per our request, the Holy See raised Exarchate of St
Ephrem, Pune-Khadki to the status of an Eparchy as the 12" Eparchy of the
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Malankara Syrian Catholic Church and appointed Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Anthonios OIC as its first Bishop. The entire States of Maharashtra, Goa, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana and Pondicherry and some parts of Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu come under the pastoral care of the New Eparchy. The Exarchate of St.
Ephrem, Khadki was established on 26 March 2015. There are 32 parishes and
9 mission centres for the new Eparchy. 35 priests, 47 religious sisters and quite
anumber of lay people give leadership to the missionary activities of the Church.
Together with the eparchial priests, fathers and sisters from Bethany
Congregation, sisters of Daughters of Mary, and Holy Spirit sisters are taking
the helm of the missionary activities of the Church. Educational and social
welfare activities done are commendable. The farsightedness of Benedict Mar
Gregorios of happy memory and Cyril BaseliosCatholicos of happy memory
was a help and support for the growth of this Eparchy.The sacrificial leadership
for the growth of the missions outside Kerala by Rev. Fr. John Berchumans
OIC is unforgettable. On this occasion, remember with gratitude the activities
of Bethany Religious Order. The Church recalls the persistent hard work and
committed ecclesial love of the sisters of Bethany, Daughters of Mary and
Holy Spirit religious communities with gratitude. I place on record with gratitude
the valuable ministries given by Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, in the office
of Apostolic Visitator, for the evangelization activities in the present Eparchies
of Pune, Gurgaon, the then Extra Territorial Region (ETRI). The Church values
the great leadership during those days by His Excellency given to parishes and
mission stations that come under the present Eparchy of St. Ephrem. Love of
the Church, the commitment to the people of God and the efficiency of Bishop
Thomas Mar Anthonios will give new light to the overall growth of this Eparchy.
I extend all wishes to His Excellency and to the new Eparchy. I inform you all
that the official designation of His Excellency will be Most Rev. Dr. Thomas
Mar Anthonios, Metropolitan of the Eparchy of St. Ephrem, Pune-Khadki.

When we celebrate the centenary of the Re-union in 2030, we also celebrate
the silver jubilee of the establishment of the throne of the Catholicate of
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. We have entered into the Navathy of Re-
union. The following 10 years are a period of preparation with more prayer.
We should be able to give a new awakening and enthusiasm in all fields. I shall
communicate the details of the centenary celebrations without delay.

The ad limina visit of our Church conducted from 22 to 29 September
2019 was a blessing. We could spend a lot of time with Pope Francis in the
Eucharistic celebrations, prayer and meetings. The Pope shared specially his
desires and dreams about our Church. The missionary endeavours of the Church
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was specially mentioned and appreciated. After that we visited various offices
in the Roman Curia and had meetings. The Holy See had promised every support
to the activities of our Church.

The Second Assembly of our Church with the subject “grace filling
families” was organised in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, the headquarters
of the Church from 8 to 10 October 2019. The elected representatives from all
the eparchies, various regions, and religious congregations participated in this
Assembly. The Assembly helped to reflect upon and to take decision on our
families according to the contemporary period.

The Major Archiepiscopal Curia is the centre of service which stimulates,
unifies and strengthens the canonical, pastoral and spiritual activities of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The sthothrakazhcha on Catholicos day
collection will be set aside for this intention. This amount will be spent for the
activities of this Centre and the common matters related with the Church.
Therefore, the parish priests must encourage the people and inform them about
this in advance. All our institutions and religious congregations for men and
women must take part in this initiative. The allocated dividend of each Eparchy
shall be remitted by the respective Eparchial Bishop during the 24th Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod which will be conducted from 2 to 6 March 2020 and
those who wishes to give the individual contributions from institutions and
religious houses must submit it to the Finance Office of the Catholicate centre
before the Synod. I remember with gratitude all those who participated
generously in previous years.

I pray that may God bestow his mercy and blessings upon each one of you and
on our Church.

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on 2 February 2020, Sunday, in all
Churches, Mission centres and Centres of worship.
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ATTENTIVES OF CORONA VIRUS (COVID 19)
Reverend Fathers, Religious and Dear Faithful,
Wish you all the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. May that peace rule everyone!

I exhort everyone wholeheartedly to strictly follow all the instructions proposed
by the Government and the responsible staffs of the Health Department for
caring of health and sustaining life in the context of Corona Virus, spread over
the entire world. In this regard, I express the cooperation of our Church with
the initiatives of the Government.

Pastoral arrangements in the Church

1. Everyone should strictly observe the ‘Janatha Curfew’ on Sunday, 22 March
proposed by the Hon’ble Prime Minister to prevent the spreading of Corona
Virus. There will be no Holy Qurbono or ministries with the participation
of the faithful in our churches on all Sundays and week days from that day
until 31 March.

But all priests should offer Holy Qurbono and pray for this special intention
in their respective parishes or institutes of residence. It would be a blessing
if arrangements are made for live broadcasting of the Holy Qurbano; so
that the faithful and religious can participate from their own home.

2. We know that the feast of Annunciation falls on March 25. Rev. Priests
should celebrate the Holy Qurbono at their own parishes. The faithful should
be at their home in prayer. Participate in the Holy Qurbono spiritually.

3. In the context of the spreading of the Corona Virus, I give dispensation to
the faithful and Rev. Sisters of our Church from the ecclesial obligation to
participate actively in the Holy Qurbono on Sundays and obligatory days.

4. As Pope Francis wished and instructed, Rev. Priests should express special
pastoral intimacy with the patients.

5. There will be no MBOC in parishes in summer vacation this year. There
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shall be no gathering that convokes children together until further notice is
issued from our ecclesiastical centre.

If any burial, only a small group of intimate people should participate in
the services. Though this arrangement is painful, Rev. Priests must convince
the people of its meaning.

Rev. Priests and Religious should conduct more Eucharistic adorations for
the people in parishes and religious houses entrusted to their care.

Canonical prayers and nombu, fasting, vigil prayers, etc. are to be offered
for this intention. Holy-hour Adoration, Rosary prayer, Rosary of Divine
Mercy, Way of Cross, etc. should be conducted intensely in person. Psalm
51 should be recited in the family prayer along with

Personal prayer. “Our Father in Heaven”, the prayer which our Lord taught
his disciples has to be prayed repeatedly. Prayer to the Trinity, “Glory to
Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit” may be raised always from our tongues!

The parish should be opened time to time for the faithful to pray either as
individual or as family. Avoid gathering at parish premises. It may increase
the possibility of spreading the epidemic.

Do not conduct any public services until 31 March 2020.

The Holy Qurbono should be celebrated in our parishes everyday at regular
time by Rev. Priests. Let me lovingly remind Rev. Priests, in order to avail
the blessing of their priestly anointing to the entire people of God, pray for
the world by exposing the Holy Qurbono personally. The faithful should
attend in it spiritually from their own home. Rev. Fathers should give
necessary instructions in this regard.

Vigilantly obey the instructions given by Governments in centre-state on
the prevention of Covid-19. Our offices and institutions should take
necessary procedures with alert in this regard.

As possibility of spreading the epidemic is high, the seniors above the age
of 65, the children below 10, and those who are having serious diseases,
shall not attend any service in the parish.

In the eparchies, the responsible persons should make necessary
arrangements at eparchial or parish levels to avail the live telecast of Holy
Qurbono and other services on Sundays or other days to the faithful.

Arrangements of the Holy Week will be informed all later.
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Dear Brother Priest, Religious, and People of God,

We are in days of trials to proclaim and witness actively our faith in our
God who generously gave His only begotten Son as the Saviour, Immanuel, to
be with us until the end of the world and as the Holy Qurbono.

Does heaven wishes us to act as others with who have no hope (1 Thess
4:13) Let us receive this as days of anointing and repentance to return back to
the God who released us from the sin and led us to the eternal life from death
(Eph 2:4-7). The reminder of the book of Nehemiah is meaningful in these
days (Neh 9). May the lesson of a people, who had read the Word of God and
apologized for the denial of God by our predecessors, be in front of our eyes!

We are witnessing in most of the places in the world churches closed without
celebrating Holy Qurbono. Haven’t we to do penance for approaching the holy
alter of the Lord with unworthy manner and receiving the holy Eucharist without
worthiness? This is a high time to lead a dynamic Christian life with the
anointing of priesthood, that both ministerial and Royal priesthood, amidst of
a life system that over simplifies the Qurbono and Alter and worships human
beings instead of Divine worship! Yes! The supreme place only to God! The
love and compassion to human being!

Pray that may God bestow his mercy and blessing on each one of you and
our Church. God bless you!

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

N.B: This exhortation should be informed to our faithful.
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Circulars & Pastoral Letters

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

the Servant of God

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is celebrating the
67"DukronoThirunal of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, a virtuous
personality who was anointed with the blessings of God and who guided many
to the Divine presence, from 1 to 15 July 2020at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom,
Trivandrum. Following the restrictions given by the Govt. in the wake of Covid-
19, Ormaperunnal of this year will be celebrated in the following manner

1. Iwill be celebrating Holy Qurbono at the parish church of Ranni-Perunadu
at 7 am on 1 July. A community of 50 people will participate in the Holy
Qurbono. On the same day, there will be arrangements to come and pray at
the Tomb chapel (Khabar), Pattom. These arrangements will be done by
keeping the Covid-19 protocol. There shall not be more than 75 people in
the Cathedral Campus at a time. A group of 25 people can book in advance
for the celebration of the Holy Qurbano. You can make a call to the mobile
number 8547203792 every day morning from 10 to evening 5. I request
you not to call other persons to make this arrangement.

2. Everyday there will be Holy Qurbono in the Cathedral at Spm and it will be
followed by Dhoopaprardhana at the Tomb chapel. Arrangements for Live
Streaming will be made for maximum people to watch this on live.

3. Our Most Reverend Bishops, as much as possible, will celebrate the Holy
Qurbano at the Cathedral and Dhoopaprardhana at the Tomb chapel each
day. When eparchial bishops offer Holy Qurbono25 members from
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respective eparchy can join. The eparchial Bishops will do the necessary
arrangements.

. Besides the participation from eparchies, 25 persons can participate in the
Holy Qurbono everyday. For that you can register your names in advance
(8547203792 from 10 am to 5 pm).

. The services from 1 to 14 July, the evening prayer, Dhoopaprardhana and
Apostolic Blessing on Tuesday 14 July will be broadcasted live through the
You Tube channel of Mount Carmel Retreat Centre (www.youtube.com/
mountcarmelministriestrivandrum). The Holy Qurbono and services at 7am
on 1 July in Perunnadu, Holy Qurbono and services from 8 am on 15 July
in Pattom Cathedral will be specially broadcasted by Shekaina Television.

. On 15th July, the day of Ormathirunnal, morning at 8am there will be
Morning Prayer, solemn Pontifical Holy Qurbono, Dhoopaprardhana at
the Tomb Chapel and Nercha. All our Bishops representing our eparchies,
the Superior General of Bethany Ashram representing all religious
congregations, and the regional co-ordinators of Extra-territorial Regions
will participate as co-celebrants in the Holy Qurbono. I inform with sorrow
that in the context of safety measures and restriction due to Covid-19 other
priests cannot co-celebrate in the Holy Qurbono this year.

. Itis informed that this year there will be no Padayatra which is conducted
from Perunadu to Pattom every year. Covid-19 restriction given by the
government shall be followed for safety of all. The reason is clear for not
allowing the unofficial small padayatras. All should co-operate with these
instructions.

. On 19 July, the Sunday after the Dukhrono Thirunal 67"Commemoration
of the Servant of God shall be celebrated in a befitting manner with solemn
Holy Qurbono, Dhoopaprarthana, etc. in all our houses of worship.

. As our Church prescribedl to 15 July as days of special nombu all should
pray and be in a spirit of prayer, fasting and abstinence in these 15 days.

10. There will be no nombu on 3" July, the Dukrono of St. Thomas. All should

celebrate that day as a day of great feast.
Let us pray fervently for getting the Servant of God who lived the talents

that are received from our Lord in order to attain the fullness of sanctity
dedicating them for the Glory of God and serving humanity as a model and
mediator for the Universal Church. The process of canonisation of Servant of
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God is in progress. The heartfelt and ardent prayers of you all as ecclesial
members will make this process fruitful. Though there are many difficulties in
the context of Covid-19 for celebrating the 67"DukronoThirunalat ecclesial
level let us pray by seeking cordially and zealously the intercession of the
Servant of God in our families, gatherings and parishes. Let us pray intensely
for the success of the canonisation process. Let the intercession of the Servant
God be our fortress.

May God bless you all abundantly!

Your humble servant in the Lord.

Sd/-
“Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
15.06.2020
Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Trivandrum

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful
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e

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

90™ Anniversary of Reunion Movement and Sabha Sangamam

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

90 years has completed since witnessing the greatest ecclesial unity in the
twentieth century that took place in the Indian Church. On this occasion, the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrating the conclusion of Punaraikya
Navathy and Sabha Sangamam (ecclesial gathering) with immense joy, gratitude
and self-esteem. I invite all the children of the Church cordially to participate
spiritually in the Navathy celebrations of Re-union which will be held from 19
to 21 September at Mavelikkara, the birth place of Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanions, the architect of Reunion Movement.

As the Reunion Movement, started by Servant of God Metropolitan Mar
Ivanios, the Prophet of Reunion, completes 90 years, let us praise God for
preparing the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church in a special way to keep the
light of unity lit by the venerable prelate to this moment and to be light to
many. Let us be grateful before His holy presence for leading our ecclesial
community by being with us for the last 9 decades. As an ecclesial community,
let us ask God’s forgiveness by recalling shortcomings and deficiencies in the
past, and weaknesses in the ministries. Next ten years is a time for preparing
ourselves for the centenary of Reunion! We, as a Church, can prepare for this
with firm faith, conviction, zeal and anointing.

In the history of the Church, the Reunion, the great testimonial event, held
on 20 September 1930, did not happen on a sudden. The sigh of litigations,
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grabbing and hatred that existed within the mother Church led Mar Ivanios to
the confirmation of the true faith, unique dedication, and communion with the
Holy Church. The determination of the venerable prelate to leave behind
positions and economic profits for the cause of possessing God is a historic
lesson on the path of Re-union. “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (Jn
12:24). The great testimony of the Re-union is the result of a pilgrimage of
faith, relying only on God, like the chosen people of Israel in the Old Testament.
At this moment, let us remember with gratitude our forefathers, grandfathers,
religious people and missionaries who without getting tired amidst of hurdles
kept alive this evangelical witness of the Malankara Church to this day. Let us
strive to handover to generations this light of Re-union which they had entrusted
to us.

Reunion, in reality, was an evangelical witness. “...that they may all be
one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me” (Jn 17:21). This is the essence
of the priestly prayer of Jesus Christ. Therefore, Reunion is a non-going
evangelization process. It has to be continued, always, every time and
everywhere. This is a time when the Christian community around the world is
being oppressed. Ancient churches are being seized, terrorism is rampant in
various forms, and communal hatreds are turning into riots. In the current context
of the Covid epidemic, distance and distancing are on the rise. In this particular
context, it is not enough that the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church be a
historical monument of reconciliation; rather to be a living witness. In this age
of challenges, let us strive prayerfully to make the Navathy celebrations of
Reunion which will be held at Mavelikkara, the birth place of the venerable
father, a spiritual witness.

In this time of Covid-19 which has affected the whole world equally, all
people are going through fear, anxiety, and difficulties. Let us pray that may
this pandemic be wiped off from this world at the earliest by the intervention
of God. In the context of Covid-19 pandemic, it has been decided to conduct
the Navathy celebrations of Reunion and the ecclesial gathering of this year
spiritually and quite simply. This year, following the government instructions,
there will be simple gathering and celebration.

Eparchy of Mavelikkara is hosting the Navathy of Reunion and
Sabhasangamam which take place at the birth place of Servant of God Mar
Ivanios. Let us praise God for the progress in all fields achieved by Eparchy of
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Mavelikkara, the fifth Eparchy of Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
established in 2007. Considering the special situation of this year, the gathering
of all spiritual organizations will take place on digital platforms before 18
September. The important celebrations of Re-union Navathy will be held under
regulationsat Mavelikkara from 19 to 21 September. There will be religious
harmony meeting on 19, ecumenical meeting at 10 am on 20, and in the evening
gospel evening under the leadership of Suviseshasangham. 1 will celebrate
Holy Qurbano for the whole Church at the Cathedral, Punnamoodu-
Mavelikkara at 8 am on 21. There will be a public meeting afterwards. Hope
that understanding the particular situation of this year all try to participate in
the celebrations through social media. Details will be communicated to the
parishes from the Eparchy of Mavelikkara, the host of the Navathy celebrations.

I call upon particularly your sincere prayer and co-operation as the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Navathy of Reunion.

I whole heartedly request your prayers for the cause of the canonization of
Servant of God Mar Ivanios. Let us pray to the Almighty God to guide our
Church in keeping alive the grace always without losing the spiritual aspect of
Re-union of our Church, in protecting our children as grace filling families
and in being evangelizer. May God bless you all!

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
FBaselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
Catholicate Centre

Pattom, Trivandrum
01.09.2020

Our Father ...

NB: This pastoral letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship and give as pastoral letter in the publications.
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THE MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

MCCL Day 2020

(MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S LEAGUE)

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSION
FOR FAITH FORMATION

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear children in Jesus,

The Malankara Catholic Children’s League (MCCL), an association of the
Children in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, celebrates its Day on 9
February 2020. The MCCL was officially formed in the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church on 20 September 2010 as per the order of Moran Mor Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the Head and Father of the Church.

Malankara Syrian Catholic Church considers faith formation as the
fundamental ministry of the Church basing on the Word of God, “For the fear
of the Lord is wisdom and instruction” (Sir 1:27). Servant of God Mar Ivanios
had reminded us that the responsibility of teaching catechism for children and
training them in devotional path is the major responsibility entrusted to the
Holy Church by our Lord. It’s our children who have to lead the Church and
society tomorrow in faith and tradition. The aim of MCCL s to enable children
to act in love and to grow by knowing God, and understanding the Church and
society, from childhood onwards.

MCCL is the organisation for all children of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church. All children who study catechism from class 1 to 12 are the members
of this organization. Through catechism the intellectual knowledge of the faith
formation is shared whereas, MCCL provides a platform for practical formation
of faith. MCCL helps the children from the childhood to work organizationally.
Hence, MCCL gives emphasize to ecclesial and practical faith formation of
the children. Along with the syllabus of the catechism, the study on the
personalities in the Holy Bible, trainings in view of integral personality
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development and goodness of children, programmes that help the moral and
internal formation of children, formation in evangelical and ecclesiastical
Christian life, nurturing of inborn artistic and cultural talents, etc. are various
action-plans of MCCL.

Since the syllabus of Sunday school and activities of MCCL are
complementary, the organization of MCCL functions under the auspicious
leadership of the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation in ecclesial and
eparchial levels. As we celebrate 9February 2020 as MCCL Day, the units of
MCCL shall be formed and made active in the parishes and mission centres
where it has not yet been formed. Be reminded that eparchial Directors of
Sunday School and parish priests should take interest on this matter.

The joint effort of the Headmasters and teachers of the Sunday Schools
and parents is essential for the fruitful conduct of MCCL. On this occasion |
remind you all that the office bearers of MCCL in Parish, District, Regional,
Eparchial and Archieparchial levels for the year 2020-2022 should be formed
at the earliest.

Everyone should pay attention to celebrate the MCCL Day - 2020 properly
in all parishes and to convince the community, especially the children and
parents of the relevance of this movement. The offertory in the Holy Qurbano,
meetings, common study forums, cultural programmes of children etc. shall
be arranged on that day. I express gratitude in the name of the Church to all
who sacrificially participate in the noble mission of faith formation of the
children. Lovingly requesting the prayerful help and co-operation of all,

Lovingly in Jesus Christ

Sd/-

¥ Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
31.01.2020

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 9" February the MCCL Day, during the Holy Qurbano in
all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

PRAYER WEEK FOR VOCATION 2019

Message from the Chairman
of the Synodal Commission for Vocation

2

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in Christ,

“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest” (Mt 9:37-38).

This year, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates Prayer Day for
Vocation on Sunday, 31 May 2020. We observe specially the day of prayer for
vocation on the Feast of Pentecost, the inauguration day of the Church officially.
The feast of Pentecost is the day on which the Holy Spirit descended upon the
Apostles who were gathered under the leadership of the Mother of God in
prayer in Cenacle after the ascension of Our Lord, and confirmed them as the
preachers of Gospel and devoted witnesses of faith. Each baptized faithful, as
the faithful witnesses of the Lord and preachers of Gospel the Apostles, has the
call and mission to build the church. The special intention of the observance of
this day is to exhort the children of Church, especially our little children, to be
ready for this mission.

This year, we observe the Vocation Day in a particular situation. The
pandemic Covid - 19 is sweeping over the entire world. Millions of people
suffer from this epidemic. The death rate crossed millions. The nations of the
world are in panic at the face of this tragedy. As we are got struck in front of
financial, social, cultural and individual losses, we can say that we haven’t
seen another situation of strong and wide love and concern. I do remember a
situation. Many watched news circulated through social media that an Italian
priest of 72 accepted death by giving the ventilator used for sustaining his life
to a young man, who was suffering from Covid 19. It was Father Giuseppe
Berardellia priest who left behind a brave model by giving the ventilator used
for sustaining his own life to a young Covid patient. Father Giuseppe was the
parish priest of Bergamo parish in the region of Northern Italy. This brave
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incident occurred on 15 of March, last month. Likewise, our religious have
served the Covid patients throughout day and night in several regions in India
and in the other countries like Italy, Germany, America, Ethiopia etc. They pay
special attention to provide food items to the lonely old-age people in their
homes, to serve the patients in the care-homes and hospitals and to give courage
and comfort to the members of family of those who died of Covid epidemic.
While being in these services many of them became victims of this epidemic.
Even then their readiness to love others and to sacrifice even their life for them
is an expression of their love to Jesus who taught, “no one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

Each call to the priestly-religious life is an exhortation to embrace the love
of God and make it shine through one’s own life. In the message of World Day
of Prayer for Vocations in 2012, Pope Benedict X VI says: “The source of every
perfect gift is God who is Love - Deus caritas est: “Whoever remains in love
remains in God and God in him” (1 John 4:16). Each vocation originates from
God’s love. It is the gift of God’s love. The three vocations namely, priesthood,
religious and married life are to be embraced with prudent discretion. Each
one should, through their status of choice, stay in God’s love, go into its deep
and reflect it in the society. Therefore, parents, priests, religious, faith formatters,
teachers and office bearers of pious associations should whole heartedly try to
find out young boys and girls who are ready to be immersed in God and to
share that love with others, to encourage and to lead them into a life which
God prepares for them.

It is not easy in a period with many trials to proclaim the love of God and
give witness to that. The bishops, priests, and religious who are called for
giving witness to truth, justice and goodness have become the speck in the
eyes of the media, atheists, and the advocates of consumerism. Anti-religious
people, media and ideologies are trying hard, day and night, to create a culture
against morality, values and divine faith by exaggerating emotionally untruths
and half-truths. In the midst of these challenges, the responsible persons should
try to give special attention to the children who have the conviction that God
calls them to priesthood or religious life and give encouragement and guidelines
on their way.

Parents should recognize that family is the cradle of vocation and the
vocation is the blooming of family life (Pope Paul VI).

I do pray for the success of all the activities for encouraging vocation in
the entire Church, especially in the religious congregations. I remember with

105



Circulars & Pastoral Letters

gratitude and applaud His Beatitude-the Catholicos, all Bishops, priests,
religious, and lay faithful who work with this purpose.

I pray that may God bestow His mercy and blessing upon each one of you
and our Church. By that way, Let us pray intensely that may the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church be wealthy with vocations to priesthood and religious life.
Wish you all the blessings of the Feast of Pentecost.

Sd/-
Samuel Mar Irenios
Chairman, Synodal commision for the vocation,

Bishop of Pathanamthitta Eparchy
16.05.2020

Catholicate entre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 31 May 2020, the Vocation Prayer Week, during

the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres and inform to the faithful in
a proper manner.
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The circular issued by
Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity,
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
in connection with the Laity Day 2020.

Reverend Fathers, Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

This year, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Laity Day on
Sunday, 3 May. I wish abundantly all blessings of this day on which the call
and mission of the laity are specially remembered!

Anointing in the baptism is the source of participation of the lay faithful in
the triple mission of Christ as Priest, Prophet and King. This is matured in
Confirmation and realized in the Holy Qurbono. Each lay person is given
personal participation in this as much as being one among many organs which
make one Body of Christ. In fact, it is in the Church, His Body and Bride that
Jesus bestows his gifts. Thus, individuals participate in the triple mission of
Christ by being the members of the Church. When St. Peter defines Church
as”’a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people” (1 Pet
2:9), he clearly teaches that the role of lay faithful is in ecclesial communion.

The Laity are called not to renounce their positions in the world. As St.
Paul, the Apostle, points out, “in whatever condition you were called, there
remain with God” (1 Cor 7:24) baptism does not separate laity from the world.
Lord gives them the vocation related to their situation in the world. God called
lay faithful to be yeast that sanctifies the world by carrying out their duties
inspired by the spirit of Gospel. Thus, they must show Christ to others, firstly,
by exemplary life and by the brightness of faith, hope, and charity. So to be and
to act in the world is not only a reality of anthropological and sociological, but
also, in a particular manner, a reality of theological and ecclesiastical. In the
world God reveals His plan in their life situations. God informs them their
special call to control the material things, to put them in order as per the divine
will and to seek the Kingdom of God according to their own vocation.
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We can relate the parables in the Gospels such as light, salt and yeast with
all disciples of Jesus without discrimination. They are parables of particular
meaning. Because, they refer not only to the deep involvement and holistic
participation of the laity in matters of universe and human society. Moreover
they refer to the holistic novelty and unique character of involvement and
participation aimed at Gospel proclamation for the salvation. So, the lay faithful
has to see an opportunity to respond to their call, to relate themselves and their
daily activities with God, to serve others by fulfilling His will and to lead them
to the communion with God in Christ.

The apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi, recalls the diverse
cooperation of the laity in the ecclesial life and mission of preaching Gospel.
Their area of preaching of Gospel is a wide and complex world; a world of
politics, social, economic system, culture, sciences, arts, international life and
communication media. Besides, the sphere for preaching of Gospel is filled
with various other realities related directly with evangelization activities such
as human love, family, education of children and teenage, employment,
suffering, etc. If there are more laity inspired by the spirit of Gospel who are
involved fully in above said realities then these realities are useful that much
for the ministry of the kingdom of God and thereby for the salvation through
Christ. They do not lose or sacrifice, in any way, their human essence. Instead,
it often points to the supernatural aspect that is rejected in human life.

The lay faithful should be attentive to develop a deep relationship with the
followers of other religions through their example and activities in their living
context. Today, the Church lives in the midst of various religions in the world.
The lay faithful who lives among various religions, have to become living
signs of Christ and His Church in their place of birth or of migration. It should
be in accordance with the real life situations in each place. Dialogue between
different religions has a vital role. For, it leads to love and mutual respect. It
takes away the prejudices among the followers of different religions. Besides,
unity, friendship and sharing between the peoples are fostered.

As a domestic Church, the Christian family is the normal and basic school
of faith-formation. Through the sacrament of Matrimony parents get a
ministerial responsibility for giving Christian education to their children. They
give witness to it before their children and impart the human and religious
values to their children. The children learn to know and praise God along with
learning to pronounce the initial letters. They experience the presence of God
very near as a loving and father who provides everything. Children can make
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themselves available to others along with learning the first acts of love. Thus
they understand the inner meaning of living as a human being by giving
themselves. The routine life in the true Christian family itself becomes the first
“ecclesial experience.” It is for finding confirmation and expansion for active
and responsible entering of children into the wider ecclesial and civil societies.
The more the Christian parents have the awareness that their domestic church
participates in the life and mission of the universal Church, the more their
children grow in ecclesial consciousness and understand the beauty of
dedication.

The Laity Day is the common celebration of the laity in the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church. This day shall be celebrated in a suitable manner by
all lay associations such as MCA, Matrusangam, Pithrusangam, Vincent de
Paul Society, Legion of Mary, etc., jointly. At this time, I thankfully remember
and do value the participation, co-operation and prayers given by lay movements
for the growth of the Church and for the development of the society. I thankfully
remember the life-witness, commitment and self-dedication given by lay
brothers and sisters through the SuviseshaSangam. The sacrifice and
participation taken lay brothers in the home-centred missionary endeavours in
the context of outside Kerala are incomparable. I appreciate all the religious
from the congregations of the imitation of Christ and the Daughters of Mary,
who work hard for the faith empowerment and co-ordination of the lay brethren.
The lay brethren filled with missionary zeal in spite of the limitations and
difficulties of diaspora life, are bright witnessing faces of the holy Church.

I do remember with gratitude the brothers who set aside a great share of
their earnings for the activities of charity and building up of holy Church without
considering the difficulties of diaspora life. I appreciate you all for facing the
epidemic Covid-19 with a sense of divine providence. You led an exemplary
Christian life by reading the Word of God, conducting canonical prayers and
reciting rosary prayers at home with deep spiritual fever even when parishes
are forced to be closed. You lived as good neighbours by sharing resources and
reaching out to the needy at the time of social disasters caused by epidemic.
Let us march together in ways of surviving hope through co-responsibility,
hard work and trust in God.

At the time of celebrating the Laity Day, remembering specially the
movement of MCA which celebrates Silver Jubilee. This movement for laity,
started in 1996, gives immense leadership to empowerment and ecclesial growth
of lay brethren. I recollect with gratitude the venerable bishops, priests, religious
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and lay leaders who led the Association with commitment. Remembering
particularly all lay leaders of enthusiasm who guide this Association at ecclesial
and eparchial levels at present. Along with celebrating Laity Day, make sure to
celebrate the silver jubilee of MCA in parish level.

We spend the sthothrakazha during the Holy Qurbano on the Laity Day
for the lay ministries in the Church. I exhort all to be blessed by giving
sthothrakazha generously on that day. Social restrictions for preventing the
epidemic Covid-19 last on Sunday, 3 May. Collect the offerings of the laity
day on a possible Sunday after social restrictions. As per the particular canon
601 of our Church, the parish priests should send that sthothrakazha to the
finance officer of respective Archieparchy, Eparchy or Exarchate and the finance
officers should spend half of that amount for the lay ministries in the eparchial
level and submit the other half to the financial office of the Church at the
Catholicate Centre.

May St. Joseph, the Heavenly Patron of Laity Movements be our helper
and intercessor!

Let the Risen Lord bless and sanctify all lay ministries.

sd/-
¥ Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
& Bishop of the Eparchy Mavelikara
Catholicate Centre

Pattom, Trivandrum
Laity Day 2020

NB.: This circular shall be read on the 3" of May, the Laity Day, during the Mass in all
the Churches and the Mission Centers.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday School Day 2020

Reverend Fathers, Religious, Teachers, Parents, and dear Students,
Greetings to all in the name of the Triune God!

Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name (Ps
103:1).

We are God’s people who praise and glorify God. In the context of covid-
19 epidemic, I glorify God for getting deepens in prayer, worship and zeal of
faith at personal level. It is in this context, this year we celebrate the Day of
Faith Formation. The challenge we take amidst of this pandemic is to live faith
more seriously in the domestic church by the parents and children. Though, in
this situation it is impossible to give catechism lessons to children through
faith formation forums in the parishes, I hope that the children are learning and
understanding about divine things through the available online classes. This is
a time for the parents to pay special attention to give faith formation at home.
There is no doubt that it will be more helpful for the spirit of the members of
early Church to descend into our homes. “They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer”
(Acts 2:42). This is what I have to say to you on this Day of Faith-formation.
Our family worship should enable to deepen our faith life as a family. Parents
should pass on their life of witness to their children. It is needless to say that
that is the first and foremost faith-formation. Remember that our unwavering
faith in our Lord holds us, strengthens us, and moves us forward with hope in
the context of facing the pandemic covid-19, and various afflictions, pains,
and adversities. Lord’s love will never leave us -in any adversity.

It is our children who have to lead our families and society tomorrow.
Parents should be vigilant in raising their children carefully. Now, they spend
more time in family atmosphere. A timetable comprised of exercise, rest, prayer,
study, recreation, and knowledge should be arranged in families by the parents.
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Parents must take great care of our children for not falling into unlimited
influential circle of new media.

Dear children, praying for all blessings of God for growing in favour with
God and man, while being at home in a situation of not able go to school and
church. An exhortation by Pope Francis to the youth is relevant in this context:
“Seeking the Lord, keeping his word, entrusting our life to him and growing in
the virtues... stay connected to Jesus, to “remain online” with him.... Just as
you try not to lose your connection to the internet, make sure that you stay
connected to the Lord.” (Christus Vivit, No. 158). Make use of time effectively.
Put aside laziness and lethargy and try to grow in study and prayer with
enthusiasm. “Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always
strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else. Rejoice always,
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt
but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.”(1 Thess
5:15-22). Do not let the influence of evil overwhelm you. Let us try to organize
our lives with more hope and love during this time of adversities.

Wishing all the greetings of the Sunday School Day.

Sd/-
* Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman of Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
& Bishop of Parassala
23.07.2020
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B. This circular must be read during Holy Qurbano on 2 August 2020, the Sunday
School Day at all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

YOUTH DAY 2020

Message from Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos,
the Chairman of Commission for Youth

“Young man, I say to you, arise!” (Lk 7:14)
Dear Reverend Fathers, Sisters and my beloved young friends,

In September 2020, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church completed 90
years of its existence in Catholic communion. Though the celebrations hosted
by the Diocese of Mavelikara were very simple due to Covid-19 pandemic,
they were beautiful and powerful enough so as to testify to the vibrancy of our
Church and to renew our commitment to Re-union endeavours and missionary
efforts wherever God was pleased to open up opportunities for our presence.
Keeping the same spirit, we are observing this year’s Youth Day on Sunday, 4™
October, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the Patron saint of the Malankara
Catholic Youth Movement. On this occasion I take great delight in greeting all
of you, my dear young friends and, in a very special way, all the priests, sisters
and lay people who are involved in the youth ministry of our Church.

In fact, there is hardly any aspect of our social life that has not been affected
by Covid-19. Our daily life is so thoroughly altered and relationships affected
that both the effects of our struggle with the virus and the challenges we will
have to face in the future are beyond predictions. Even as people are hopeful of
effectively warding off the virus at some point of time in the future, right now
everyone feels helpless despite all the breakthroughs in the medical field
achieved in the past centuries. Certainly, this should make us reflect on how
fragile our existence in this world is and how ephemeral the sense of safety
offered by our social relationships is. In fact, the Covid-19 pandemic challenges
us to make a new beginning.
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Rooted in Christ

Holy Father Pope Francis has already given us the theme for the 35" World
Youth Day and for the two intervening years. The theme of the Lisbon World
Youth Day is: “Mary arose and went with haste” (Lk 1:39). In the intervening
of years of 2020 and 2021, the Holy Father would like to have us reflect on two
Bible passages respectively: “Young man, I say to you, arise!” (Lk 7:14) and
“Stand up. I appoint you as a witness of what you have seen” (cf. Acts 26:16).
The word ‘arise’ or its synonym ‘stand up’ appears in all these sentences. The
term is used frequently in the Apostolic Exhortation ChristusVivit (Christ is
Alive). It points to an awakening of new life. The Pope says: “If you have lost
your vitality, your dreams, your enthusiasm, your optimism and your generosity,
Jesus stands before you as once he stood before the dead son of the widow, and
with all the power of his resurrection he urges you: ‘Young man, I say to you,
arise!’” (no. 20).

The characteristic trait of the present generation is that it looks for
experience than rationality, participatory role than representation, images than
words, and likes to be connected than being in isolation. However, our
confrontation with the covid -19 pandemic challenges precisely these aspirations
with the new norm of social distancing. Certainly, the digital world offers us
some respite in overcoming the huddles of social distancing. But, we clearly
understand its flipside that our life is becoming more dependent on social media
and the tech giants. They intrude even inside the quietness of our rooms. Despite
their tall claim to ‘connect’ us, we feel being uprooted and not really having
anchored anywhere. It is here that we understand that all the respite offered by
anything in this world is ephemeral unless we are rooted in Christ and his
word. The present experience calls us to relook into ourselves, our value system
and our priorities.

Compassion

Referring to Lk 7:13-14, the Holy Father in his message for the World
Youth Day, invites us to meditate on the words and gestures of Jesus as he was
entering the town of Nain in Galilee. In the midst of a funeral procession Jesus
was able to identify the pain of a widowed mother who lost her only son. The
young people today need the ability to see the pain of the suffering people. It is
not enough to picture the sad stories of fellow men and women and forward
them to others through social media, rather we need to show real concern for
the suffering people and understand the pain of the persons caught in misfortune.
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As members of MCYM we have confronted natural disasters, flood and
landslides. Now we confront various new problems like unemployment,
confusion in education and economy, increase of violence, polarisation of the
society on religious lines, the problems of migrant workers, etc. As young
Christians, let us move from self-care to concern for others, from individualism
and ego-centrism to collaboration, from exploiting the nature to preserving
our “common home”. Next several years will be very decisive for the young
people. There may be drastic changes in the understanding of society, religion
and Church. In the words of Pope Francis, they are the ‘fertile and new soil’
that God gives to the Church. The pertinent question at present is how do we
make MCYM relevant in the post-covid world?

Courageous Missionaries

Jesus said to the Apostles, “Go and Preach the Good News to all the nations”
(Mk 16:15; Mt 28:19-20; Lk 24:47). This ‘great mission commandment’ should
be understood as the testament of Jesus or the last will of Jesus. Till today the
Christian faith is given in the form of creed, dogma, catechism and preaching.
But it should become a life-style. Jesus missionary command must be read
with the verses, “You are salt of the earth.... You are the light of the world” (Mt
5:13-16). Only through the life style of being ‘light and salt’, missionaries can
preach the Good News in a more meaningful way. Evangelisation was not just
one of the ministries of Jesus. His whole ministry was centred on his mission.
In the history of the Church, the early Christians lived meaningfully this ‘living-
mission’ of being salt and light in the world and gave witnesses to the Word of
God. It is the real proclamation. The Acts of the Apostles gives the testimony
to the ‘living-proclamation’ of early Christians. Their life-style became
witnessing and many were attracted to the Christian community. So in India,
mission basically is, “living our Christian life properly.” How do we become
the light of the world and salt of the earth in the post covid world? We are in
the midst of a negative situation and extreme experience of hopelessness. But
our hope is in the guidance of the Holy Spirit. In the midst of struggles and
anxieties the Spirit will guide us. The faith practices we acquired from our
family and Church community insert us into Christ’s radical way of being in
the world. Pope Francis, with his emphasis on ‘humility and mercy’, teaches
us how to live and witness to faith today. So the evangelized youth can go on
evangelizing others (EN no.24). When the youth give witness to faith, it is
more powerful. Let us live and share our faith with confidence and hope. Let
us become agents of evangelization by making faith visible in our life style.
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On this special occasion I greet all the youth ministers. The Holy Father
identifies young people as “the now of God”, because his Son Jesus, who is the
manifestation of His goodness, walks and remains with them. Jesus accompanies
the young disciples who were returning from Jerusalem and moving towards
Emmaus. The role of accompanying the young people is entrusted with youth
ministers. Youth ministry is the ministry of accompaniment.

May I suggest you to celebrate this Youth Day in a simple and significant
manner with meaningful initiatives! The central secretariat is organizing the
following programs: We will have our International Quiz program online on
3 October at 4pm. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos has agreed to celebrate the Holy Qurbono on 4™ October at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom at 8:30 a.m. This mass will be telecasted live through
our official YouTube and Facebook channels. Let us participate in the Holy
Qurbono and listen to the words of the Father and Head of our Church. On the
same day, we will have the Global Youth Meet at Spm happening Online. His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos will inaugurate
the meet and his Excellency Mar Joseph Pamplany, the Auxiliary Bishop of
Tellicherry of the Syro-Malabar Church will address the youth. I cordially
welcome all our youth to join the online celebrations happening this year.

I would like to remind you that the offering of this day shall be remitted to
the eparchial finance office. Half of the offering is to be utilized for the youth
ministry in the Eparchy, and the eparchial finance officer will send the other
half to the Major Archiepiscopal Curia to be utilized for the activities of youth
ministry at the ecclesial level.

Wish you all a graceful day.
May God bless you abundantly!

With Blessings in Love
Sd/-
¥ Bishop Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Youth,
Bishop of the Eparchy of Marthandom
22.09.2020

Catholicate Centre, Pattom

N.B :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono on 4 October, Sunday.
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