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Editorial

Synodality

Holy Father Pope Francis, by convoking a synod on synodality, which is
unique not only in its nature but also in its process, has invited the whole
Church to adopt a new ecclesial model for the third millennium, ie., the
journeying together of the whole people of God-the Pope, Bishops, Clergy,
Religious and Laity. In synodality, each member contributes to the advancement
of the shared mission of building up of the Kingdom. The theme of this three-
year long synod (2021-2024) is - ‘For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation, Mission.’

The term “synod” comes from the ancient Greek words synddos — syn
(with), ddos (path or way), meaning “together on the way.” It signifies
journeying together, as the one body of Christ. The Old Testament shows that
God created the human person, man and woman, in his image and likeness as
a social being called to work with Him by moving forward in the sign of
communion, by caring for the universe and directing it towards its goal (Gen
1:26-28). God called human to live the gift of union with God and unity with
our brothers and sisters in creation, our common home. The People of God the
need to journey through the hardships of history in faithfulness to the covenant.

God accomplishes the new covenant He has promised in Jesus of Nazareth,
Messiah and Lord, whose kérygma, life and person reveal that God is a
communion of love who, in His grace and mercy, wishes to embrace the whole
of humanity in unity. Jesus is the Son of God, destined from eternity to love
the Father’s heart (cf. John 1:1-18), made man in the fullness of time (cf. John
1:14; Galatians 4:4) to bring to fulfilment God’s plan of salvation (cf. John
8:29; 6:39; 5: 22-27). He never acts alone, and in all things does the will of the
Father: the Father dwells in Him and carries out His work through the Son He
has sent into the world (cf. John 14:10).The Father’s plan is fulfilled
eschatologically in the Paschal Mystery, when Jesus gives His life to take it up
again in the resurrection (cf. John 10:17) and to share it with His disciples as
sons and daughters, sisters and brothers in the outpouring “without reserve” of
the Holy Spirit (cf. John 3:34).

The early Church, was a synodal Church, a journeying together, where the
Pope, the Bishops, the Priests, the Religious and the Lay Faithful journeyed
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Editorial

together. For Pope Francis, the vision of Synodality is the way to deepen the
Conciliar teaching of “the Church as the People of God.”! With this goal,
Synodality is the future of the Church. The three dimensions of a renewed
Church are: a) communion, which is rooted in Trinity; b) participation, where
we recognize that the sacrament of baptism constitutes the bishops, priests,
religious and laity as disciples of Christ who embark on the synodal journey,
listening to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, who leads us into the fullness of
truth; c) mission, as we need to recall that the Church’s very existence is for
the mission, building up the Kingdom of God, where all the humans are the
children of God and worship their common Father.

The Acts of the Apostles document some important moments along the
path of the Apostolic Church when the People of God is called as a community
to discern the will of the risen Lord. The leading figure who guides the way
and gives direction is the Holy Spirit, poured out on the Church on the day of
Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:2-3). The disciples, in carrying out their various roles,
have the responsibility of listening to the Spirit’s voice and discerning the way
to go (cf. Acts 5:19-21; 8:26-29,39; 12:6-17; 13:1-3; 16:6-7:9-10; 20,22). Good
examples are: the choice of “seven men of good reputation, filled with the
Spirit and with wisdom”, who were entrusted by the Apostles with the task of
“giving out food” (cf. Acts 6:1-6); and the discernment of the crucial question
of the mission to the Gentiles (cf. Acts 10).

This question is dealt with in what tradition has called ‘the apostolic Council
of Jerusalem’ (cf. Acts 15, and also Galatians 2:1-10). There we can see a
synodal event coming into being, in which the apostolic Church, in a decisive
moment of its development, lives out its vocation in view of its mission,
enlightened by the presence of the risen Lord. Across the centuries, this event
has been interpreted as the paradigm for Synods celebrated by the Church.

According to the International Theological Commission in “Synodality in
the Life and Mission of the Church” no. 6, synodality is “the specific modus
vivendi et operandi [way of living and operating] of the Church, the People of
God, which reveals and gives substance to her being as communion when all
her members journey together, gather in assembly and take an active part in
her evangelizing mission.”

When we reflect on journeying together as followers of Jesus Christ, our

"Tn his speech on the fiftieth anniversary of the institution of the Bishop’s Synod on October 17, 2017,
which can be called “the papal magna carta for Synodality in the Catholic Church,” the pope
communicates his vision of the church reform by focusing on Synodality of the whole Church
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Ninetieth Year of Establishment of Hierarchy...

faith experience teaches us that we all have the same origin and destination,
and we are interconnected. The Synod is a significant event that provides us
with a concrete encounter of being the “People of God” journeying together,
embodying the Church as a pilgrim community advancing through history
towards ultimate fulfillment in God. St. Paul emphasizes this unity, stating,
“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when
you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 4:4-6). Hence, the Church,
as the Body of Christ, is synodal by nature. Synodality is not merely an event
or program but rather it is way of being Church.

Synodality involves a dynamism of reciprocal listening, where each
individual is called to attentively listen to one another across all levels. Pope
Francis underscores that a synodal Church is a Church which listens, which
realizes that listening ‘is more than simply hearing.” It is a mutual listening in
which everyone has something to learn. The faithful people, the college of
bishops, the Bishop of Rome: all listening to each other, and all listening to the
Holy Spirit, the ‘Spirit of truth” (Jn 14:17), in order to know what he ‘says to
the Churches’ (Rev 2:7). Thus, this synod promotes a vision of the Church as
participatory, emphasizing communion and mutual listening. It marks a shift
towards viewing the Church as one that listens and learns alongside teaching,
signifying a new self-conception. This will help the Church to rededicate itself
to its mission of sanctification of the world. As Pope Benedict X VI rightly
said, “the Church is essentially a mystery of love at the service of humanity
and with a view to its sanctification.”

The fruits of the renewal promised by Vatican II in its promotion of ecclesial
communion, episcopal collegiality and thinking and acting ‘synodally’ have
been rich and precious. There is, however, still a long way to go in the direction
mapped out by the Council. In fact, today the drive to find an appropriate form
for a synodal Church — although it is widely shared and has been put into
practice in positive ways — seems to be in need of clear theological principles
and decisive pastoral orientations.

Hence the new dawn that Pope Francis invites us to cross. In the wake of
Vatican II, following in his predecessors’ footsteps, he insists that synodality
describes the shape of the Church that emerges from the Gospel of Jesus,
which is called to become incarnate today in history, in creative fidelity to
Tradition.

In conformity with the teaching of Lumen Gentium, Pope Francis remarks
in particular that synodality offers us the most appropriate framework for
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Editorial

understanding the hierarchical ministry itself”’> and that, based on the doctrine
of the sensus fidei fidelium, all members of the Church are agents of
evangelization. Consequently, making a synodal Church a reality is an
indispensable precondition for a new missionary energy that will involve the
entire People of God.

synodality is at the heart of the ecumenical commitment of Christians:
because it represents an invitation to walk together on the path towards full
communion and because — when it is understood correctly — it offers a way of
understanding and experiencing the Church where legitimate differences find
room in the logic of a reciprocal exchange of gifts in the light of truth.

Pope Francis urges the Church to focus on involving the entire Church —
bishops, clergy, religious and laity - in decision-making. This means that
decisions about the Church’s life and mission are made collectively, reflecting
a new understanding of synodality.

In response to Pope Francis’s call for a synodal Church, the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church is embracing this invitation with fervor and
commitment. In embracing Pope Francis’s vision of a synodal Church, the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is not only responding to a call for renewal
but also reaffirming its commitment to embodying the Gospel values of unity,
solidarity, and service. Through this journey of synodality, the Church seeks to
deepen its mission of proclaiming the message of Christ and building up the
Kingdom of God in the world.

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church’s response to Pope Francis’s
invitation to embrace synodality is rooted in a rich tradition that values the
active involvement of the laity in the life of the Church. Synodality is not a
new concept for the Malankara Church; rather, it aligns with its historical legacy
of communal decision-making and participation.

The Malankara Syrian Church has a distinctive history of journeying
together. From its early days, the laity enjoyed a prominent role in the Church’s
day-to-day affairs. St. Thomas Christians followed a de-centralized type of
administration similar to the early Church (Acts 6:1-6). The bishops, who came
from Persia, held liturgical authority, with assistance in temporal matters and
administration from the Archdeacon. Venerable Mar Ivanios, the Pioneer of
the Reunion movement, held a deep appreciation for the laity as an integral
part of the Church. It was an idea that he had inherited as a member of the

2Pope Francis, Ceremony Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Institution of the
Synod of Bishops, 17 October 2015, AAS 107 (2015) 1141.
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Orthodox Church, which always gave greater responsibility to the laity than in
the Catholic Church. The Jacobite/Orthodox Syrians upheld the palliyogam
(Church Assembly) tradition of St. Thomas Christians, involving the entire
community in consultations, deliberations, and decision-making. Venerable
Archbishop Mar Ivanios respected the wisdom and dignity of the laity and let
them participate even in the decision-making of the affairs of the Bethany. He
believed in a participatory Church. This participatory approach led lay leaders
to initiate reunion missions and acquire properties for churches in remote areas.
In the initial years of Reunion (the 1930s), the educated and committed lay
leaders were also involved in the evangelizing mission among the non-
Christians and the marginalized. They were titled as Upadesis in the Mission
stations and they took leadership for the evangelization.

In the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, the Hierarchy of the Church
acts in a synodal way for the matters concerning the Church as a whole through
the Holy Episcopal Synod -either Ordinary Synod of Bishops and extra Ordinary
Synod of Bishops. Along with this, a quinquennial Major Archiepiscopal
Assembly convenes to evaluate various ministries of the Church and formulate
future plans. This assembly provides a platform for listening, dialogue, prayer,
and discernment among the People of God. Synodal commissions of the Church,
comprising Bishops, Priests, Religious, and Laity, function as vital organs within
the Church’s structure.

Through regular synodal assemblies, councils, and consultations, the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is fostering an environment where diverse
voices are heard, valued, and taken into account in the decision-making process.
As the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church enters a new phase of renewal before
its centenary of reunion to the Catholic Church, synodal activity will mark a
difference in its various preparatory ventures.

At the Eparchial level, various organs of the Curia, such as the Eparchial
Assembly, Eparchial Consultors, Finance Council, and Pastoral Council
contribute to decision-making processes. Depending on the canonical status
some are consultive bodies and some are consent giving bodies. Adherence to
these norms is crucial, as non-compliance can render an Eparchial bishop’s
actions or decisions null and void.

Synodality is lived out in the Church in the service of mission to walk
together is the constitutive way of the Church; the figure that enables us to
interpret reality with the eyes and heart of God; the condition for following the
Lord Jesus and being servants of life in this world here on earth.

- Editor
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY SIXTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 7 to 11 March 2022

Your Excellencies,

The time, we gathered at the Catholicate Centre, the headquarters of our Church,
is a blessed period of the liturgical year of our Church. It is the most propitious
time of the Great Lent that we together make an objective evaluation of our
ecclesial life and mission. My dear brother Bishops, I cordially welcome you
all to the 26" Ordinary HES of our Church.

Itis a time when the Universal Church, as directed by Holy Father Pope Francis,
makes deep reflections on the life and mission of the Church. It is underlined
and declared that the Church, the Bride of Christ has to be Synodal in the third
millennium. The Church which is the communion of the people of God cannot
but accept the style of synodality. The Eparchial bishops shall give leadership
and direction to implement in their respective eparchies the direction of Holy
Father that as a preparation to the Synod of Bishops which will be held in
October 2023 in Rome, there shall be discussions on synodality at various
levels in each eparchy. In the end, we would submit a report on the matter to
the Holy See. We have to conduct, with time bound, fruitful discussions from
parish levels onwards.

We have to evaluate carefully the aftermath of Covid-19 pandemic in the
ecclesial life. Besides, there are several discouraging and unfortunate events
happening in our society and in the Churches which were negatively affecting
the faith-life of our Church, the image of our ecclesiastical leaderships, the
sanctity of religious life and particularly the mission of the Church. It is true
that these situations make our faith-life more complex. Moreover, vocation to
priestly and religious life has been decreasing sadly. These situations have to
be faced with deep faith in the Risen Lord and his saving mission.

Itis an upsetting reality to the human society that the wars and conflicts are not
ending while mankind march forward in the path of development. The present
Ukraine war is unfortunate. Pope Francis has urged all to pray for the brethren
who have been suffering from the menace of war. Together with the Holy
Father, let us also pray intensely, so that the nations shall live together in peace.
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26™ Holy Episcopal Synod

On behalf of the SMCC, I convey our prayerful support to HB Sviatoslav
Shevchuk, the Major Archbishop of Kyiv-Halych and the children of the Church
there who suffer because of this war.

Invoke the assistance of the Holy Spirit and confiding the HES-in-session to
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I declared the 26™ Holy Episcopal
Synod open.

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

TWENTY-SIXTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
07 -11 March 2022

REPORT

1. PRELIMINARY PART

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the
President of the HES convoked the 26" Ordinary Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum from 07" March
to 11" March 2022.

The Synod began at 3.00 pm with prayer. The members present were: HB
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod),
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Theodosius , Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom (Emeritus),
and Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios (Emeritus).

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, the Bishop in the USA and Canada
was absent due to visa issues. The Holy Episcopal Synod accepted his absence
as legitimate.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude cordially welcomed the Fathers of the Synod. He said that it
was the most propitious time of the Great Lent that the HES was taking place
and that an objective evaluation of our ecclesial life and mission was necessary.
As directed by the Holy Father Pope Francis, we have been initiating various
levels of discussions on the topic “Synodal Church” in our Eparchies. In the
end, we would submit a report on the matter to the Holy See. He urged the
bishops to follow this up.

17



26" Holy Episcopal Synod

HB also noted that besides the Covid pandemic, there were several
discouraging and unfortunate events happening in our society and in the
Churches which were negatively affecting the faith-life of our Church, the
image of our ecclesiastical leaderships, the sanctity of religious life and
particularly the mission of the Church. Vocation to priestly and religious life
has been decreasing sadly. These situations have to be faced with deep faith in
the Risen Lord and his saving mission.

He also referred that the Ukraine war was unfortunate. With the Holy Father,
he urged all to pray for the brethren who have been suffering from the menace
of war. On behalf of the SMCC, he conveyed our prayerful support to HB
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, the Major Archbishop of Kyiv-Halych.

Invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and confiding the HES-in-session
to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Beatitude declared the Synod
open.

2. The Presentation of the Agenda

—

Inaugural Address & Welcome : His Beatitude

Presentation of the Report

Submission of Catholicos Day Offerings

Presenting the Financial Reports — Procurators of the various eparchies
Subsecreto [tems

Meeting with Religious Superior Generals

Liturgical Matters

Ministry for the Young Families in SMCC- Prospectus

Revision of CPCSMMC (Particular Law)

10. Precautions in dealing with Civil Matters (Land, Civil Cases, etc.)

A S B SN e

11. Evaluation of the Major Seminary Academic Year

12. Meeting with the Seminarians

13. Meeting with the Seminary Staff

14. The administration of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia (Accounts).
15. Appointment of New Secretaries to Synodal Commissions

16. Appointment of new Regents

17. Planning of common celebrations (Mar Ivanios Day-10 July, & Reunion
Day-20 September)

18. Any other matter with the approval of the President

18



Report
19. Concluding Address: His Beatitude.

The agenda was presented and it was unanimously agreed by the Fathers
of the Synod.

The report of the Special Synod of the special session of the HES held on
14 and 15 December 2021 was read and passed unanimously.

3. Submission of the Catholicos Day Offerings

The Catholicos Day offerings from the Eparchies were submitted to His
Beatitude:

1. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum: 1,000,000.00

2. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla: 500,000.00 (first phase)
3. Eparchy of Bathery 500,000.00

4. Eparchy of Marthandom 300,000.00

5. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha 200,000.00

6. Eparchy of Mavelikara 350,000.00

7. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta 400,000.00

8. Eparchy of Puttur 155,000.00

9. Eparchy of USA & Canada $12,000-/ (8,71,524-/)
10. Eparchy of Parassala 100,000.00

11. Exarchate of Khadki-Pune 100,000.00

4. Apostolate of Accompanying New Families

HE Thomas Mar Eusebius presented a paper on the apostolate that would
assist new/young families to live the sacrament of marriage in its fullness. The
presentation elaborated on its objectives, nature, activities, structure,
coordination, the role of local pastors, training of personnel, etc. After an
elaborate discussion on the matter, it was decided that this new ministry would
be added to the Synodal Commission as a new form of spiritual ministry
attached to the Family Apostolate, with a separate Bishop as Chairman and a
Secretary of its own. HE Thomas Mar Eusebius was given the charge and was
advised to start functioning this ministry at the earliest.

5. Revision of the Code of Particular Canons of SMCC (CPCSMCC)

HB informed the Fathers of the Synod that a revision of the CPCSMCC
has become urgent. HB said that 10 years have passed since the Particular
Code has come into effect and many new situations have come up during these
years which needed to be recognized in the life of the Church and her pastoral
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commitment. Considering the present situation in the Church and the society
as a whole, some of the norms needed revisiting and some needed modifications,
updations, or rearticulations. The Fathers of the Synod approved the suggestion
and decided to form a committee to start the preliminary work.

The following names were proposed for the revision of CPCSMCC:

1. HG Thomas Mar Koorilos — President
2. HE Yoohanon Mar Theodosius — Vice-president
3. Rev. Dr. John Kuttiyil — Secretary

Members:

. Rev. Fr. Varghese Kuthineth (Pathanamthitta)
. Rev. Fr. Varghese Valikodath (Pune)

. Rev. Fr. Varghese Naduthala (Parassala)

. Msgr. Yeldo Puthenkandathil (Puthur)

. Msgr. Jose Bright (Marthandam)

. Msgr. Sebastian Keeppallil (Bathery)

. Rev. Fr. Soju Paickattethu (Mavelikara)

. Msgr. Isaac Parappallil (Tiruvalla)

9. Eparchy of Gurgaon

10. Eparchy of USA& Canada

Superiors General:

1. Very Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC
2. Rev. Sr. Dr. Ardra SIC
3. Rev. Sr. Dr. Lydiya DM

0NN B W~

Advocates:

1. Adv. Jojo K. Abraham (Trivandrum)
2. Adv. Wilson Venad (Tiruvalla)

3. Adv. T. P Elias (Bathery)

4. Adv. Paul Raj (Marthandom)

5. Adv. Valsa John (Trivandrum.)

Others:

1. Mr. Jacob Punnoose IPS

2. Mrs. Suja Kaleeckal (Pathanamthitta)
3. Mrs. Angel Mary MCYM)

4. Mr. Sunny Powath (Pune)

5. Mrs. Teena Pullad
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HB informed the Fathers of the Synod that he would inform the entire
SMCC regarding the revision of CPCSMCC through a circular. The Committee
was asked to prepare a draft of the revision and submit it during the September
2022 session of the Synod.

6. Major Seminary

The financial report of the Major Seminary from 1% April to 28" February
2022 was presented before the Synod by Very Rev. Fr. Sunny Kavuvila (Rector),
with Rev. Fr. Raju Parukoor (Finance Officer). HB thanked Rev. Fr. Rector
and welcomed Fr. Raju, the Finance Officer of the Seminary. After a serious
evaluation of the report, it was proposed by the Fathers of the Synod that some
income-generating projects for the future running of the Seminary must be
immediately thought of and implemented. Further, it was suggested that the
existing resources of the Seminary should be managed properly and profitably.
The maintenance of the Philosophy Block was felt necessary and the Rector
and Procurator were asked to call for a new quotation.

The Fathers of the Synod visited Malankara Major Seminary and met with
the staff and students together in the Chapel. After a short prayer by HB, Very
Rev. Fr. Sunny Mathew Kavuvilayil, the Rector of the Seminary delivered
words of welcome.

HB started his exhortation by asking questions to the Seminarians like
whether they were happy, what made them happy, etc. HB continued by stating
that everyone should reflect upon these questions. The happiness based on
peripheral aspects of this world would not last. The twelve years of formation
is to continue the evangelizing mission of our Lord Jesus Christ in this world.
Like Jesus Christ, our Master, we have to inspire the people of God in words
and deeds. If we fail to inspire, there would be none in the world to do that. If
one is happy, others would also be happy. He referred to the sad situation of
the Ukraine war. He advised all to pray for the people in Ukraine. He also said
that the brothers were the beacons of the bright future of SMCC. In 2030 the
SMCC would celebrate its centenary of the Reunion Event. HB conveyed the
prayers of the fathers of the synod to the brothers. He also thanked
wholeheartedly the Rector, staff, sisters, and other members of the seminary
community for their selfless service to the Church.

The meeting with the Staff began with a prayer by HB. His Beatitude
welcomed the Rector and other members of the Staff to the meeting. Thereafter,
the Rector shared a brief report of the activities of the Seminary during the
academic year.
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Proposals and decisions:

1. The final examination and eligibility for the Bachelor’s degree in Theology:
it was decided that Seminary would recommend to the Pontifical Urban
University, Rome, only those students who secure at least 60% of marks
both in comprehensive oral and written examinations in the first attempt.

2. It was decided to have a two-day orientation program for the resident staff
on 24-25 May 2022 in the Seminary.

3. After much reflection, it was decided that the first-year Theology Students
should arrive on 26th May 2022. The Orientation program and training in
English for the newcomers would be conducted at the Catholicate Centre
on 30th May 2022. The new academic year would start on 1st June 2022.

4. In spite of the financial crunch, the maintenance of the Theology Block
would be done in due time.

5. The meeting left the following points for the further deliberation of the
HES:

1. Name to be proposed for the Institute of Theology
2. New Staff for Registrar’s Office
3. Appointment of a new Spiritual Father.

4. Appointment of professors for Homiletics, Biblical Courses,
Ecclesiology, Baptism and Confirmation, Syriac Patrology, Ecumenism,
Pastoral Theology, and Parish Administration.

Considering the financial necessity of the Major Seminary, the last Sunday
of June of this year was fixed for making a special collection from all parishes
of SMCC. On this day, the Staff and students of the Seminary would visit
selected parishes in each eparchy and facilitate the project.

At the end of the session, HB expressed his overall satisfaction with the
general atmosphere of the Seminary.

7. Liturgical Matters

HG Thomas Mar Koorilos distributed the drafts of the following liturgical
texts:
1. A Shorter Form of Hosana Text:

The Fathers of the Synod opined that the draft of the text could be used by
the bishops as a trial for the forthcoming feast of Hosana in 2022. Information
regarding this shorter version should go before the finalization of the text
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and eventually, this could be added to the Perunnal Text Book.

2. Draft of the text of the Marriage Ceremony of persons whose previous
marriage nullified:

. Draft of the text of Disparity of Cult

. Draft of the text of Kallideel Kramam of Church foundation construction.
. Draft of Penkisso

. Draft of the Myron Blessing of Church.

N L B~ W

It was decided to print the psalms prepared by HE Abraham Mar Julios to
be used for the various seasons during the Evening and Morning prayers.

It was felt that the Proto-Syncelli, Syncelli, Chancellors, and Procurators
of SMCC should be convened at the earliest to enlighten them about their
specific rights and obligations related to their respective offices. HE Yoohanon
Mar Theodosius was asked to prepare a draft for this purpose.

8. Subsecreto Session

9. New Appointments in Synodal Commissions

HE Thomas Mar Anthonios was appointed Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Social Apostolate, Dalits, and Other Backward Classes. It
was also decided to grant one more term to Very Rev. Dr. Msgr. Isaac Parappallil
as the Secretary of the Synodal Commission for Liturgy, and Rev. Fr. Samuel
Pazhavoorpadickal, as the Assistant Secretary of the Synodal Commission for
Faith Formation.

Rev. Dr. Antony Kakkanatt was appointed new secretary to the Synodal
Commission for Communication Media.

It was decided to have a new secretary for the Synodal Commission for
Vocation, preferably from another Congregation, while Rev. Sr. Ardra SIC
was elected Superior General of Bethany Sisters. Rev. Sr. Anjali DM was
appointed as the new Secretary for this Synodal Commission.

Rev. Sr. Therese SIC was appointed secretary of the Synodal Commission
for Health.

It was decided to consider Suvisesha Sangam as another Apostolate in the
Synodal Commission for Evangelization and its head would be called
President.
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10. New Regents in Catholicate

HB, Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop
Catholicos of Trivandrum, and HG Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Archbishop of
Tiruvalla have agreed to give the assistance of Regency Brothers to the
Catholicate Centre during the forthcoming year.

11. Meeting with Religious Superiors

Very Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, the Superior General of Bethany
Ashram, Rev. Sr. Ardra SIC, Mother General-Bethany Convent, and Rev. Sr.
Lydia DM, Mother General - Daughters of Mary, were invited to the Synod on
8" March 2022. HB wholeheartedly welcomed all three newly elected Superiors
General and thanked them for their kind presence. In his opening words, HB
highlighted the importance of communion and communication so that we as a
Church could move forward properly. He also said that Pontifical status and
its juridical impacts should be interpreted and practiced in accordance with
the mind and prerogatives of SMCC. Mutual support and collaboration were
essential for continuing the mission of our Lord Jesus in this world. HB
mentioned his satisfaction with the present leadership, esp., their praiseworthy
ecclesial understanding, attachment towards SMCC, and concern for everyone.
HB wished that there be an increase in religious vocations. We should work
together for the building up of the Church.

The Superiors General thanked HB and the Fathers of the Synod for inviting
them to one of the sessions of the HES.

Deliberations, observations, and proposals:
1. Major Superiors were ready to participate and cooperate with the
evangelizing mission of SMCC.

2. They too felt that Communion and Communications needed to be
improved among religious, and also with ecclesiastical leadership.

3. Missions outside Kerala needed to be strengthened.

Centenary of Reunion should have an ecclesial dimension in all its
thoughts and practice.

5. Religious vocation needed to be promoted.
6. The unjust attack of the media against religious life needed immediate
attention.

7. Educational institutions run by both the eparchies and the religious
needed renewal both internally and externally.
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8. Synodality needed to be established in the mission and vision.
Safe environment policies have to be implemented.

10. A Cell for the Religious could be established in each eparchy in order to
strengthen mutual relationship between the Eparchy and Religious
Congregations.

11. Mobile Mission work could be restarted.

12. In order to use in common formation houses, English version of the
prayers of the hours (Sheemo and Nombu prayers) needed to be
published.

13. An eparchial level vocation office would be good for vocation
promotion.

14. Responding to the request of the Superior General of the Daughters of
Mary Congregation to commomerate the Anniversary of Rt. Rev. Msgr.
Kuzhinjalil Joseph, the HES suggested that a prayer could be initiated
during his 40™ memorial (2023).

15. It was mentioned that care must be given to ascertain the purity of our
Malankara Rite.

12. Presentation by the Finance Officers of the Eparchies

HB stated that this was the first time that the respective Procurators of
each Eparchy to present the current financial status. Except Eparchies of USA-
Canada and Gurgaon all other Eparchies were informed about this earlier.
Finance Officers were asked to present the financial status of the Eparchy with
income and expenditure during the period 1%t April 2021 to 28"February 2022
in the given format. Each one was allotted 30 minutes. This would help to
know somewhat the financial position of Eparchies, its liabilities, pledges,
etc.

The following Finance Officers presented the financial report of their
respective Eparchies: Rev. Fr. Thomas Kayyalackal (Trivandrum), Rev. Fr.
Philip PayyampalliL (Tiruvalla), Rev. Fr. James Mulackavilayil (Bathery), Rev.
Fr. Satheesh Kumar (Marthandam), Rev. Fr. Michel Vadakkeveettil
(Muvattupuzha), Rev. Fr. Robert Palavila (Mavelikara), Rev. Fr. Abraham
Meppurathu (Pathanamthitta), Rev. Fr. John Kunnathethu (Puthur), Rev. Fr.
Bernard Valiyavila (Parassala) and Rev. Fr. John Achuthaparambil (Khadki-
Pune).

There was a fruitful evaluation and discussion on each presentation. A
suggestion from the Finance Officers was that it would be better and most
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needed that during the bifurcation of eparchies, the assets should be settled in
accordance with civil norms of the country as far as possible.

13. Accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

As per the agenda, the financial status of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
during the period 1% April 2021 to 28" February 2022 was presented by Very
Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukammoottil. The report was passed unanimously.

Other Decisions

1. The vehicle (car) belonging to the Curia was 15 years old and constantly
under repair. The HES allowed replacing it in consultation with HB.

2. The Chapel of the Curia was also in dire need of repair and maintenance
and the permission was granted.

3. A meditation cum Prayer Room could be arranged in one of the rooms
of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios at the Catholicate Centre. It was meant
for prayer for the common people coming to the Centre.

14. Decisions on Alienation
1. Alienation of Properties of an Eparchy or Parish

For a just cause, with the consent of the Eparchial Finance Council and
after necessary consultation in the Eparchial Council, an Eparchial Bishop
could alienate a property or aggregate of properties worth Rupees five crores
(50 million) only within a period of two years. Any alienation that exceeded
this amount needed the consent of the Holy Episcopal Synod.

For a just cause, with the consent of the Eparchial Finance Council, and
after necessary consultation in the Eparchial Council, an Eparchial Bishop
could avail an aggregate loan of Rupees ten crores (100 million) only within a
period of two years. If the aggregate amount of loan of an Eparchy or Parish
exceeded ten crores rupees (100 million) the Eparchial Bishop needed the
approval of the Holy Episcopal Synod.

2. Alienation of Property of Institution of the Eparchy:

For a just cause, at the request of the General Body of a Trust or Society
and with the consent of the Finance Council of the Eparchy, necessary
consultation in the Eparchial Council, an Eparchial Bishop could permit to
alienate a property or aggregate of properties of an Institution worth Rupees
Ten Crores (100 million) only within period of two years. Any alienation that
exceeded this amount needed the approval of the Holy Episcopal Synod.
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For a just cause, with the consent of the Eparchial Finance Council, and
after necessary consultation in the Eparchial Council, an Eparchial Bishop can
permit an Institution of a Trust or Society of the Eparchy, to avail an aggregate
loan of Rupees ten crores (100 million) only within a period of two years. If
the aggregate amount of the loan of the Institution of the Trust or Society
exceeded Rupees ten crores (100 million) the Eparchial Bishop needed the
approval of the Holy Episcopal Synod.

15. Canonization of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios

HB informed the Fathers of the Synod that the Historical Verification of
the Documents related to the cause of Mar Ivanios was successfully over. The
verification of Theological documents has started. HB requested the fervant
prayer of all.

16. Civil Issues Connected with the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta

An Episcopal committee was constituted to enquire the entire issues
connected with the land property at Ambasamudram with the following
members:

HE Joshua Mar Ignathios (Convener)
HE Vincent Mar Paulose (Member)
HE Yoohanon Mar Theodosius (Member)

17. Year of Prayer -2022

The present atmosphere both in the Church and Society was very sensitive,
upsetting, and deteriorating in several aspects. Hence HES decided to have an
intense year of prayer and renewal in the SMCC commencing from April 2022
to April 2023. Mode of celebrating the aforesaid year would be communicated
to the faithful by HB through a circular.

18. GENERAL SESSION
Proposals and Decision

1. After a discussion on increasing the allowance of the priests, the HES has
taken the following decision: An increase of Rs. 1000/-would be given to
all priests who were in active parish pastoral ministry. Those priests who
were attached to certain institutions but engaging in parish ministry were
not included in this group.

2. The Reunion Day Celebration of the year 2022 would be in the Archdiocese
of Tiruvalla on 21" September. It would be a very simple and moderate
one-day celebration consisting of Holy Qurbono and MCA, MCYM and
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Suviseshasangam gatherings.

3. The next extraordinary session of the Holy Episcopal Synod would be on
20™ September 2022 at Tiruvalla.

4. Depending on the pandemic and other social situation a decision would
be taken regarding the mode of celebration of Mar Ivanios Day. At any
situation there would be usual programs on 15 July at Trivandrum.

5. It was proposed to give proper training to our Altar Boys.

6. This year Malankara Bible Orientation Course (MBOC) would be
conducted offline. The text was under preparation.

19. Conclusion

His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos mentioned in his
concluding address that a lot of unfortunate incidents have been happening in
our ecclesial and personal lives. We could face all these situations only by
deepening our love for our Lord Jesus Christ. Our blessed Mother, our
consolation, would be our refuge. HB thanked all for the successful completion
of these sessions of the HES. He thanked the bishops for the affection and
fellowship existing among the bishops and declared the 26" HES closed. With
a short prayer HB imparted his apostolic blessing.

*Thomas Mar Koorilos ¥ Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
HES Secretary Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY SIXTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD ON 7-11 MARCH 2022

Dear Bishops,

Let us thank God for these days of fruitful discussions on the life and
mission of our Church. The Holy Spirit has revealed us during this HES that
the unfortunate incidents happening in our ecclesial and personal lives call for
arenewal in our faith-life. We could face all these situations only by deepening
our love for our Lord Jesus Christ.

We have to live synodality in our ecclesial life. The journeying together of
people of God is a beautiful experience of our faith life which have to promote
in all our ecclesial realities. We, as the shepherds of Christ should encourage
our people to make this journey together with the Holy Spirit and thus to full
fill the mission that our Risen Lord had given us. May our blessed Mother, our
consolation, be our refuge.

I sincerely thank all who laboured for the successful completion of these
sessions of the HES. In a particular way I express my gratitude to all my brother
Bishops for the affection and fellowship existing among us. With these words
I declare 26" Ordinary HES closed.

' Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Session of the Holy Episcopal Synod
(20" September 2022)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the
President of the Synod, convoked an extraordinary session of the Holy Episcopal
Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at Marygiri Bishop’s House,
Tiruvalla, on 20th September 2022 from 9.00 am to 4.30 pm, the eve of the
92" Reunion Day celebrations. The Synod began with a prayer invoking the
special assistance of the Holy Spirit and the intercession of Blessed Virgin
Mary.

The members present in the Synod were: HB Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
(Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Anthonios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Makarios, and Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Antony Mar
Silvanos, Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos and Most Rev. Abraham Mar
Julios, the Bishop Emeritus.

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, the Bishop of USA and Canada, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Bishop of Parassala and Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom the Bishop Emeritus, were absent due to pertinent issues and
their absences were reckoned legitimate.

Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, the Curia Bishop of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude cordially welcomed all the Bishops of the Synod. His
Beatitude mentioned about the importance of the theme: Synodal Church in
the context of the Ordinary Synod of Bishops in 2023. The call of his Holiness
Pope Francis for Synodality in the Church marks a new epoch in the history of
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the Catholic Church. To become truly synodal means to walk together as people
of faith. Synodality is nothing but the way of being the Church. Since the Holy
Spirit inspires all the faithful, the Church should listen to all the people of God
and should accompany them. The whole Church is walking together to the
final destination as a pilgrim Church. The first Council of Jerusalem was a
model for a Synodal Church. After the Council the apostles said: “For it has
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on you no further burden
than these essentials” (Acts 15:28). HB recognized the KCBC renewal program
from 2022 to 2025 in this context of Synodality of the Church.

HB said that though the renewal program of the Church was blocked during
the covid pandemic the Church was gradually overcoming these problems.
HB added that the Synod would discuss the particular law of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church in the morning session and in the afternoon the Synod deals
with other matters till 4.30 pm. All the Bishops decided to visit the Carmelite
Cloistered Convent at Tiruvalla after the Synod as they celebrate their platinum
jubilee of establishment in Tiruvalla.

His Beatitude congratulated H.G. Thomas Mar Koorilos for his Episcopal
Silver Jubilee in the name of HES.

His Beatitude welcomed the new Bishops Antony Mar Silvanos and
Mathews Mar Polycarpos to the Episcopal Synod.

His Beatitude informed the HES that he has participated in the 92
anniversary of Reunion Movement which was celebrated on 17.09.2022 in
Sharjah. The Syro-Malankara Catholic community gave a solemn farewell to
Most Rev. Paul Hinder the Apostolic Vicar of Gulf Region and they gave a
meaningful contribution for his further services. The new Apostolic Vicar Most
Rev. Paolo Martinelli was welcomed during the ceremony. His Beatitude
expressed his joy about the enthusiasm and the commitment of our people in
Gulf Region.

Then the Synod went to the items in the Agenda, especially updation of
the Particular Law of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Some of the Major
Decisions:

The Secretary of the Synod presented two important items for decision.
The questions were regarding the bishops. Thus the first matter was:

1. The last Will of the Bishops. The Bishops felt that all bishops should write
their last will in favour of the Eparchy in which they serve or from where
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they retire. The Eparchy has the obligation to take care of the Bishop during
his entire life (especially in retirement life provided he resides in the place
agreed by the resident bishop). The matter was proposed by H.E. Joshua
Mar Ignathios and seconded by H.E. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius. All agreed
unanimously and it was passed.

2. The next item was the participation of the retired Bishops in the HES to be
left to the personal decision. The retired Bishops do not have voting rights.
The proposal was made by H.E. Joshua Mar Ignathios and seconded by
H.E. Joseph Mar Thomas and unanimously agreed by all bishops.

After this the Secretary presented the corrections or updation of the canons
in the CPCSMCC which needed revision or thorough redrafting or additions
or fresh new norms. The drafting committee did the revision and revisiting
with the help of experts.

The corrections or updatings, prepared by the drafting committee were
discussed one by one. It was felt that many canons needed further fine tuning
and the HES authorized His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos to do the necessary
and present it in the next Synod.

- During the discussion, the HES suggested the need of a pastoral manual
which could clarify many of the liturgical, canonical and pastoral issues.

- The HES suggested to make available the Baptism Register in English.

- His Beatitude shared in the Synod that many priest did not write the
bination in their Holy Mass book and their monthly presentation of the
Holy Mass chit. His Beatitude said that each Eparchial Bishop should
give proper guidance to the priests regarding this matter.

- The bination or trination of the Holy Mass should be registered properly
in the Holy Mass book and in the monthly Holy Mass Chit.

Subsecreto Matters

Appointments:

. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius was appointed Chairman of the
Synodal Commission for Family.

. Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos was appointed Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Evangelization and Suviseshasangham.
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. Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos was appointed Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Media and Communication.

. Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos was appointed Chairman of the
Synodal Commission for Youth.

. Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos was appointed Chairman of the
Synodal Commission for Health.

. Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos suggested the possibility of an ongoing
formation of the clergy of the whole Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in
Catholicate Centre from the year 2023 to 2025 in relation to the Centenary
of the Reunion Movement in 2030. H.E. also informed that the marriage
bureau of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church which was under the
Synodal commission for Family was not functioning for the last three
years and the Catholicate is ready to take up the responsibility. HES
accepted both suggestions and entrusted the Curia Bishop to do the needful
under the guidance of HB.

HES decided that the next Ordinary Episcopal Synod will be held on 27
February to 4 March 2023.

Conclusion

After thanking the Fathers of the Synod, HB expressed his great satisfaction
for the arrangement of the Synod and for the Reunion Celebrations in Tiruvalla.
He invited all to join for the Jubilee Dinner at Thirumoolapuram. His Beatitude
declared the Extraordinary HES closed at 4.30 pm, with a short prayer, HB
imparted the Apostolic Blessing.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
HES Secretary.
¥ Antony Mar Silvanos
Chancellor
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Circular
Catholicos Day - 2022

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are celebrating the 17" anniversary of the elevation of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church into Major Archiepiscopal Church as Catholicos day,
on Sunday, 6 February 2022. Let us thank for God’s care of leading our Church
wonderfully and for many blessings that He has been showering upon us. Let
us pray to God that ministries of our Church may be more active and blessed.
In this period of epidemic and other crises, let us take pledge in prayer to do
ecclesial ministries with firm conviction and spirit of complete faith. Let us
allow the good God to guide us in crises by holding our hands. I wish all the
children of the Church the blessings of the Catholicos day.

Itis along period of 75 years after the Re-union that the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church was elevated to a Major Archieparchial Church with an
autonomous sui iuris right in the Universal Church. This is the intention that
Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios has submitted to the divine presence
of God at the time of the Reunion. Prayerfully perceives that, during this period,
through 12 eparchies and mission centres, the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church is able to imparta new missionary spirit in the Universal Catholic
Church. Thankfully remember Bishops, Rev. Priests, Religious men and women
and laity who work hard for the growth of the Church. Let us try to strengthen
the ecclesiastical ministries in view of the Re-union centenary.

The eparchy of Marthandam, the evangelisation face of our Church, is in
the year silver jubilee. On 16 December 2021, our Most Rev. Bishops together
offered thanksgiving Holy Qurbono at the ground floor of the newly
constructing cathedral. Congratulate cordially the great commitment of the
priests, religious and laity together with the episcopal ministry of Most. Rev.
Vincent Mar Paulos.
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For the last two years, we have been passing through a completely different
experience. The world has not yet been freed from the Covid and its variants.
It raises different challenges in the different walks of society. It is doubtless
that this is a time when we have to perform our ecclesiastical ministries more
vigilantly. Our children and young people deserve more care and support during
this period. Let us be more alert in the ministries for them. Let us make our
families as the sources of God’s grace.

In the Second Assembly of our Church, we have made the ministries that
we do as a Church to strengthen families that are the foundation of the Church
and society, a subject of study. Deep reflections, studies and practical
suggestions on the grace filling families were the aftermath goodness of the
Assembly. As part of streamlining further activities, the Church is launching a
new ministry for couples who married within ten years. For this purpose, a
committee was constituted with Most. Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius as its
chairman. More details in this regard will be communicated to you all without
delay.

It is in the Major Archiepiscopal curia-Catholicate centre that the various
common ministries of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church and the activities
of synodal commissions are coordinated. Catholicate centre functions with
the generous help and cooperation of the children of the Church. We set apart
the offeringson the Catholicos day for this special intention. I exhort all the
children of the Church that your generous contributions for the special ministries
of the Catholic Centre and common ministries of the Church shall be given to
this.

The Rev. Parish Priests should intimate and encourage this matter to the
members of the parish in advance. Not only parishes, but all our institutions,
religious congregations and their provinces should take part generously in this
endeavour. The Eparchs should submit both sthothrakazhcha and offerings
together from their respective eparchies and contributions as per the decision
of the Episcopal Synod to the upcoming Holy Episcopal Synod. Superiors
General and Provincial Superiors should give the contributions of their religious
congregations to the Finance Office of the Catholicate Centre before the
commencement of the Synod. I appreciate and thank specially everyone who
generously contributed to this endeavour last years.

On the Catholicos Day, the Catholicos flag is to be hoisted and the pledge
of the Catholicos day is to be sworn in all our parishes, institutions and mission
centres after the Holy Qurbono. On this day, | appreciate specially, remember
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gratefully and pray for the Bishops, Rev. Fathers, Religious and the faithful
who are involved in the activities of our Church in different parts of the world.

May the mercy and blessings of God be upon you abundantly forever!

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on 6 February 2022, Sunday, in all
Churches, Mission centres and Centres of worship.
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Apostolate of Accompanying Young Families

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

During Second Assembly of our Church, held in September 2019, we have
studied and prayed on the challenges that the Family, the sign of grace of God,
faces today. The Assembly has led enables us to embrace a new fervour and
enthusiasm in our pastoral arrangements for thefamilies.

In this regard, the pastoral care to families is the area which needs our
immediate attention. The early years of building a new family is a period of
experiencing, in a special manner, the incomparable gifts of gracethat the
sacrament of marriage gives to the couples. At the same time, from a human
point of view, it is also a period of most challenges in the married life. It is
mainly in this period that the love that the couples promise each other is
transformed into mutual dedication by the grace of God. The couples get
practised to give space to each other in all practical sides of life during this
time. As far as a family is concerned, the decisions taken in the initial days are
fundamental. The important decisions that forms a family, taken by the couples
onthe ways of relating to the families of origin, the orientations taken for rearing
the children and the choices made for fundamental needs of life including
housing, employment, and income are taken in the early years of marriage. It
is also in this period that they learn to walk together in the spiritual life.

The most important part of the pastoral dedication of the Church is to help
the faithful properly with making due arrangements for the reception of all
sacraments and to strengthen the graces they provide. Regarding marriage,
this ministry is effectively carried out in our eparchies with the name Family
Apostolate. However, the new families are to be helped in a special manner to
make fruitful the abundance of grace, received divinely during the early days
of marriage and to face the particular challenges. For this purpose, an apostolate
for accompanying young families pastorally is newly instituted in our Church.
This ministry will be called Accompanying Young Families (AYF).
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The goal of this ministry is to give spiritual, mental and social support to
the young families to grow the decision to love each other taken at beginning
of the married life into the mutual dedication suitable for the glory of God.
Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Eparchial Bishop of Parassala, will
oversee this ministry at ecclesial level. Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukammoottiland
Rev. Sr. Mary Dominic D.M. will serve as Secretary and Joint Secretary
respectively at ecclesial level. A preliminary draft of this apostolic ministry
has been already prepared. A wide and permanent consulting bodies and
structures for drafting and renewing timely its details will be arranged without
delay.

It is instructed that those couples, regardless of their age and life situation,
until completion of the 10 years of marriage, have primary membership in this
apostolate. Membership or any special responsibility in this apostolate shall
not preclude from the membership or responsibility in other organizations of
the Church.

It is clear that parish communities are the primary level of this apostolate.
Reverend Priests, virtue of their appointment itself, will be the spiritual directors
of this ministry. In parishes where there are more than three young families, a
secretary can be elected from the young couples to coordinate activities. In
this level we should pay attention to strengthen the spiritual life of young
families, to provide mental and spiritual assistances to improve mutual
communication in family life and to encourage the couples to participate in
ecclesial life actively.

The leadership of this ministry is arranged at the Major Archieparchial/
Archieparchial/ Eparchial levels, and in the eparchies at regional levels. At
eparchial levels, Eparchial Bishops had already decided a priest to carry out
the duty of a director, a sister to assist and a lay person as secretary. There will
be similar arrangement at the regional levels soon. The ministries to implement
creative plans for strengthening the couples spiritually and mentally, and to
give proper solution for the serious issues that arise among the couples, will
be arranged at this level. Particularly, a resource team of priests, religious and
other experts, that minsters with responsibility by respecting fully the privacy
of the young families and understanding their mental and spiritual bond as the
will of God, is to be formed at eparchial and regional levels. Fundamental
guidelines for forming these teams will be given to the responsible authorities.
Special formation programmes for the pastors and others who work in this
field will be decided and informed in the course of time. It would be appropriate
to establish permanent pastoral facilities at eparchial levels to arrange retreat
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for couples, counselling when needed, etc.

As a preliminary activity, a form for collecting the details of all who got
married in the last ten years (since January 2012) will be sent to all parishes. It
is specially reminded that Rev. Parish Priests have to help in completing the
data collection within the stipulated time.

I, in the name of God, exhort lovingly that there shall be prayerful
cooperation from the entire children of the Church that may this pastoral
commitment that the Church has newly undertaken become a means of grace
for many. Pastors and those who assist in the pastoral overseeing should fulfil
their responsibilities in these matters with care and enthusiasm. I remind you
all, in the name of God, that the instructions particularly given in these matters
are to be followed seriously as a common mission of our Church.

May God’s mercy and blessings always be on you in abundance!

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

 Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

NB: This Circular should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS

MAJOR ARCHBISHOP-CATHOLICOS . .o .
Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

Prot. No. CPL 01/2022 14-03-2022

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopot
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

=

, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,

Jesus’s passion, death on the cross and resurrection for us is part of the
salvific plan prepared by God for the salvation of humanity. It is to make the
human race holy by washing with his blood that Jesus, by humbling himself to
the cross, cooperated with the loving plan of God the Father. Lord Jesus attracted
the whole world to him when he has been lifted in the cross. “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). We have entered into
the Fifty Days Lent in preparation for the Holy Week, which recalls the passion,
death on the crossand glorious resurrection of our Lord.

The great lent had been observed in the early church as preparatory days
of celebrating Resurrection. But the days of Great Lent are also important days
of the year. Nombu is a weapon given to us by heaven for defeatingby fighting
against Satan, our enemy. Our saviour, give us the grace to gain victory over
Satan, the enemy through lent, prayer and virtuous acts (Prayer of Great Lent,
Monday Morning). It is also Lent that Jesusadvised to his disciples as a weapon
for fighting against Satan.When we perceive and observe Lent in its integrity,
it becomes more meaningful. Lent - a reminder to be closer. The period of
Lent is a time to examine whether we are away from God to whom we should
be closer. The period of Lent, likea time of abstinence and tapas.is also a time
to make corrections in our thoughts, words and deeds. As we do fast, lent
should be an experience of empathy with those who are hungry and needy in
life. Lent is a call to lead a renewed life by being peace with God, neighbour
and nature. During this period, there are many challenges that arise against
Christian life and the Catholic Church. Let us remember that we have the
obligation to correct those things that are to be corrected, even when the truth
is that there are many crises crated through media. Are my thoughts pleasing
to heaven? are my deeds according to the will of God? Are my words filled
with goodness? Shall we not listen to the reminder of prophet Joel, “Rend
your heart and not your garments, and return to the Lord your God” (Joel
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2:13).

When ‘yielding fruit worth of repentance’ (Mathew 3:8), Lord, looking
us, will say, looking us, “This is my Son, the Beloved with whom I am well
pleased” (Mathew 3:17).

The public - community worship of the Church is the Holy Qurbono.
Beyond the inclinations and interests of the individuals, we should see and
adore (offer) the Holy Qurbono as per the instructions by the Church. Let us
approach this year of spiritual empowerment as an opportunity to seek apology
from the God and to correct those mistakes that we have made against the
offering and experience of the Holy Qurbono.

We should turn to more spiritual empowerment by confirming in us the
blessings of the lent. I declare the period from 2022 April to 2023 March as
the year of spiritual empowerment in the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church. Let us dedicate this year completely for returning to God and
confirming in that God is our strength. Let us turn towards God as a remedy to
the human made crises and liabilities. As we deepen in the relationship with
God, our true faith will be reflected through our good deeds. Good deeds are
not self-evolving, rather generating from the good God. We are conducting an
intense prayer service in all of our eparchies for the twelve months till next
March (2023). All the members of the Church should pray every day for the
spiritual empowerment. Reverend priests should remember this intension
specially in the Holy Qurbono. Adoration of the Holy Eucharist/blessing,
intercessory prayer to the Holy Mother Mary, Rosary, Rosary of Divine Mercy,
Recitation of Psalm 51, etc. should be done devotionally. Along with payers of
all the members of the Church every day, intense prayer shall be done in the
eparchy in the prescribed month.

The observation of the year of spiritual empowerment that begins in the
Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum in April 2022 will be concluded in the
Eparchy of Khadki-Pune in March 20231. Different religious communities
should participate in this service by joining the arrangements in the eparchies
according to their turn of the month. The Eparchial Bishop will give details
regarding the arrangements in each Eparchy.

1. The Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - April (2022)
2. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - May

3. Eparchy of Bathery - June

4. Eparchy of Marthandam - July

5. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - August
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6. Eparchy of Mavelikara - September
7. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta - October

8. Eparchy of Puttur - November
9. Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom, Gurgaon - December

10. Eparchy of America-Canada - January (2023)
11. Eparchy of Parassala - February (2023)
12. Eparchy of St. Epraem-Khadki - March (2023)

Wish you all blessed and fruitful days of the Valiya Nombu. Remember
me too in your valuable prayers of the Lent.

May God bless all abundantly,

Your humble Servant in the Lord,

Sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No.CPL 2/2022

New Bishop for the Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom, Gurgaon
Appointment of New Bishops

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The Apostolic Church of St. Thomas Christians, originated by the Gospel
proclamation by St. Thomas in Indian soil, is spread, today, in various ecclesial
communities in the Catholic Church and in the Orthodox Church. As the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church which entered into Catholic Holy Church
in full communion in Holy Qurbono from the Malankara Church in 1930 with
the prayerful decision of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios of happy
memory is at the celebration of its Navathy, let us remember with gratitude the
great protection and care given to this Church by the most Merciful God from
time to time. As a hierarchy, This Eastern Catholic Church has grown as a
Major Archiepiscopal Church with its headquarters in Trivandrum serves
humbly in the midst of the society, by absorbing the liturgical heritages of the
Oriental Church and basing on the faith of the Holy Catholic Church is entering
into the 91* year as a Hierarchy. 90 years have been completed since the
establishment of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla in the first hierarchical structure of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church.

Our eparchies were erected considering the needs of various regions and
our Lord had given us shepherds after his own heart. Now, by the grace of
God, we got new shepherds to increase the blessings of our Church and to
make our Church timely and gospel-oriented.

Let me inform you the new canonical provisions and appointments in our
Church which I have officially announced, with the consent of His Holiness
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Pope Francis, on 7 May 2022 at 3.30 pm at St. Mary’s Cathredral, Pattom, in
the presence of Most Rev. Bishops, Rev. Fathers, Religious, and lay
representatives.

1. His Excellency Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios Metropolitan, who is
presently serving as the Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Ephrem Pune-Khadki,
has been appointed the Bishop of the Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom
Gurgaon. I have appointed His Excellency Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios
as the Major Archiepiscopal Administrator of St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune until
a new Bishop is appointed in the Eparchy of Khadki-Pune. His Excellency,
who was appointed the Exarch of Khadki-Pune in 2015, was appointed its
first Bishop when the Exarchate of Khadki-Pune elevated to an Eparchy in
2019. For the last 7 years he was serving as the eparchial Bishop of St.
Ephrem Khadki-Pune.

2. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Antony Kakkanatt, who serves as the Executive Director of
Suvisesha Sangam, is appointed as the new Bishop of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia of our Church. He was born in 1961 as son of K.
Varghese and Saramma Varghese, Kakkanattu of Kadamankulam parish in
the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. After High School studies, joined in Infant
Jesus Minor Seminary, Tiruvalla. Completed studies in Philosophy and
Theology from St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary, Kottayam. Received order
of priesthood on 30 December 1987. Took post-graduation and Doctorate in
Theology from Salesian Pontifical University, Rome. Served as Vicar
General, Chancellor and Catechism Director of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla,
and Professor of St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary.

3. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Mathew Manakarakavil is appointed as the Auxiliary
Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum. Msgr. Dr. Mathew
Manakarakavil Corepiscopo was born in 1955 at Puthoor in the Eparchy of
Mavelikara. K. Geevarghese and Kunjamma are his parents. Completed
priestly formation at St. Aloysius Minor Seminary and St. Thomas Apostolic
Seminary, Vadavathoor. Received the order of Priesthood on 18 December
1983. Secured graduation from Layola College, Chennai, Post-Graduation
in French Literature from Catholic University, Paris, and Doctorate from
MS University, Tirunelveli. Served as the Principal of Mar Ivanios College,
Trivandrum, Member of PSC Interview Board, Member of Board of Studies
in French and Latin in the University of Kerala, Member of Kerala University
Academic Council, etc. At present, he has been serving as the Proto-syncellus
of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and Correspondent of Malankara
Catholic Colleges.
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The installation of the Bishop of Gurgaon will be held on Saturday, 30
June 2022 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Neb Sarai. The details will be informed to
all in time from the headquarters of the Eparchy.

Bishops-elect Msgr. Antony Kakkanatton will be given the order of Ramban
on Saturday, 18 June 2022, at St. John’s Cathedral, Tiruvalla and Msgr. Mathew
Manakarakavil will be given the order of Ramban on 21 June 2022, at St.
Mary’s Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, Puthoor in the Eparchy of
Mavelikara. Episcopal Ordination of the Bishops-Elect will be held on the
occasion of 69" Feast of Commemoration of Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios on 15 July 2022 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom. Together with the
members of our Church, the Bishops of our Church, Syro-Malabar and Latin
Church and the Metropolitans of the sister Churches will also attend in the
sacred service.

Heartfelt gratitude of the Malankara Church is offered to His Holiness
Pope Francis, the Head and Father of the Universal Church, His Eminence
Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches, and His Grace Leopoldo Girelli, Apostolic Nuncio to India for the
care, protection, encouragement shown to us from the establishment of the
Hierarchy of the apostolic Malankara Syrian Catholic Church till this moment
by the Holy See in Rome. I remember with great pleasure and love the mutual
heartfelt cooperation, ecclesiastical foresight, pastoral zealous for caring each
area, heartfelt relationship shown to the Head of the Church, etc of the Bishops
in our Holy Synod. Remember with love our eparchial priests who are
incorporated carefully and the consecrated who participate prayerfully in the
building up of the Church. The fond relationship and cooperation of our laity
strengthen us always. I remember heartily, on this moment, the warm
relationship of the public towards us.

Remember with gratitude Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas of Happy memory,
who led the Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom in the path of growth. May the
intercession of Bishop help in the growth of the Eparchy.

Convey the wholehearted gratitude and love of the Church to His
Excellency Thomas Mar Anthonios who was diligently involved in the building
up of the Eparchy of St. Ephrem, Khadki-Pune, for 7 years for giving episcopal
ministry. Appreciate the Rev. Priests, religious, and especially the faithful who
worked for the growth of the Eparchy along with His Excellency.

Convey our feliciations and prayers to His Excellency Thomas Mar
Anthonios who is going to take charge of the Eparchy of Gurgaon and the new
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Bishops in the Church.

It is desired that all possible members of the Church may participate in the
services of Episcopal ordination and installation and pray specially for the
new bishops.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father and
St. Thomas, the Apostle and all the Saints. Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

Z“Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.

84



0930 al@OLNo @0)Ml0nddNVMOBING @R 1HH000moLN 0
2eIB:0 MVOIVIM] &EOMIRIHenNI TVRW)AS
cad @Aajmilataj-3ocmIeNcandav
620001 ¢md icavelcIa @A3glmaud Glalad emda®laEd mlan)o
M2MeS ARWIHI0OIMH1FeN88 O30 |3H0I8HD)0
63000g)a{lNIEH600j0208H6)0 OMIDMIBHN)0 AISHHIBHE)0
HUORR0POEMAITIIM)0 MM allvonmile:eaaIdsano ab$al

Prot. No. CPL 3/2022

s)(mqg" ca@lav aeIso ca2d aavalmonol

@ElaIBY allMIsHMOn0, QAIMBY GHIO0alNiEH0a 00060, OMIDMBAIE, 6NIas).
60QIGGHC0, HUIROMMIND, TVMITVTMEO, HAOMIANT3 (all® aflvolorile:es,

PalMEHNIM @] ©al0)INIGIOMW af)Ll0 BRMY(Na0EBSo aBAIBHe)o
GMO)aN). BRYUIIMV(aIBMOIV alGlUd)ELOERIAI VB A)PJAUSMW]0 &)S)O T3
MAUIBHO1E9) B0 VIBDROBNHW)0 H21YHFOHVAD (loBee)am).

oe1®m»o  a0leIml  &HECOmoAlend aLVERW)HS 6Ha000AdH]
MN0all®20@OM MU @YEPLIUCBILIEM Mo, DEIHO al)MOOVD)
(adNOMO1OMQ  W@OMIB1VICRIS)BS B0)BO HORIA0EMI® . aVE
VAN GUOUICRHAIOEMIN o BRMTIMOIW] &)S)o6NIEBHSB &ial MIOW)M
)S06MNIEBSOW] DVWABOMEMOAIMY0 MERWIW] BRYGEIDAla] (aldd®Mla] aflailw
&R oIBL®IHSB)R0W] 2IEANO)MM MV HOLIVWSAlGd MmM)es TVEWYHS
wleinlcdajjo U8B V)0 aBOO DOA|IENINDM )0 DO OCHHMNBOA0W B0) vl
QIS H OO #9)01a] 803mla{len)alom)o @@IMMMVI®20W] @)}EMI0g
Galdd)QINMMBS DERUADILINGT DD DHSWELIRIMo TVRUSEH 2)9;QUMIA0W]
EMOM af)P}®INO.

@00 |TVEGIRIMOW aIDERIAY Me B0A2Xla{lee)M®)Ealdsel (ST
afload mel@d Mio @RVIAIENMM® “ailud)ELeEd  alGlal)d6HRIBHANGEIIM)o
00} eHW)OS GROEN B 2IYMDIM)o (HIMGAIOG WVETEEED aleMmWAGI)
mM@IM)o NI~ (af)Gan.4:12) 663QE:00 AlSlWOS eagf)d:y@MILI06M.
a)@EMOIBN)HWYo aleMI®OBOM)HW0 HaIYAN HOBAIHAIW  UD)(U0)UHW
@o6M Mo Malldhosmo o) ailglee)m®. 20620310 sl (Glasmailcd
©af)d}9a]S101E9}aM Mo ag)L10aI0)o B)alle:0MOMIOMd, aldluolein oo alel
@elEB eI, &)S)omiasglad (SN wlo  0Wlo aY830IB KVOTEMOW)o
2’ailen)m 0a0TVOORBRIW MIEMado Mo aldlud]elles)mm) (ag)Gan.5:24). SMYD

85



Pastoral Letters & Circulars

(o aurlédalajad (Gladmaillom nmMaRs8mMOW] qUI1E:G1E0)aM MIGMao,
(@Y SHAOW)0 &)B0U00al00N2IW] R10ilee0m aldluo’leilen)an). ruewileeal alel
®elERglenas «161001e1meaEBRg)es, 0)alle0emomlong, MIGMNIVHH20W B0)
@0W@OEM ©9AIR1BH0)eS alBlud1eIMo. &206Mo @R alGlud1RINEWIL)NHSWOET)
TMRUIeEl @RAIIE®OLNH2IW CGM@IDIo 0)alda]|SIMMM)e MIRIMITBH M@)o
QIBO)MD)o0.

1983-03 ©TVZ GOE1IY aeIB:0 caRAd HAVAIMIAG] NN leena|5Ea|0Ud, GO
@RYENIB TVRWINAI B0) AIAMIN® VB o) MIRIVIG 2rIG:0 TVICIWOM]
HCOMILNHHOTVE TVIWoaIOYDAIM® EMS)AN) af)INGIOM aBQalo QAULSOROWV
(16 I§0aIMR0V]0}AM). a)MOOODY HOLlo MDT@ MIMOS TVRWIOS OOAIGIH:
a1@luoleImo MsMIo)aN® IO, MVIC0-2LIMINA TVERGS)HS CRTIEMISOIN
enNss alolvleimeAIMEBH8 @YU 2jo0loyan). 6eaRld: aldlvleimomla)
22180 M01VOM] &EOMILNlENd TVERWINS MVANEUHAIY  HBAIITS(@AI)o
aloOMIOYEEBS)o AlaHad BALOMAL0 DUWBHHHIBBIAM B0} BAIMo 0)alOa|S}ANG
TMUERW)OS AlYSTI®IAN0 BVMIAI0 alBlaldellen)a@a) agganoe @M §00IN0yR0W
0LI1SHM0WI0)aM). DENH00Y0 alBlWeMlajosm, @IO}AUMIMAOCD MEMOS TVE
W)OS UD)(U0}aHUB:UY MVAOD0E]2] MSEBBSIHLIDAMOW MILINEIINWIG3, @PAN)EAN
(CRL® M Afl310BLOMVEEH BRIV M3 MDAIMIGWOTT EHIC8EIGMIS
Gal@m 2e1go eaLalmoclwes MIB2R6Mo @RYOoEla]®. HAVAIMICIW)HS @B
G6NIODE) 1989-@8 ale] al)BOT1WISE] (aIIBOMMo @YOoEl2f). GREIROMEAMINS
MAS6 af)M)o BOBHHIANMN B0}BGH0050 GLIOGHOAMINS)NBS NLIHO &HCOMOLI]
BAHOOW TVERITVEMalIBHUd MMTIBIW TVOERIQIMGSBIEM BRANHOM MIBANIEM (ol
QUBODMEBBUBHS DYDMTIHN)FOVD af)MN@IEM. @RUH0 HOAUMIOD HAVAIMOE]
WHS N300 GERIOBN)0 2lda|Rlo @RMENIMD TVVHOLEBSB)0 @PAIlOS DWAN)
QIam).

DOOIMd®Ho @ROYMOIMS)OM 0eaRle:3d 2elgmo caRd eaualmoclwIcd
al0luoTeImo a)AEMIWIBs] MVEWAS Ailailw CaaILIGSI03 U0)(Ud)aH 62I1QIaN).
af)210 QIBaHANo aBHEBU0 Ma]® MAIOeAIGH:E alBluoleIMo a)3OTIWIHe)IN).
eauallmoc]l Mundaila) 39 AldaHo aflaNls)EMIOUd, DA DRI TVYOIVWOM] EBETMI
elend MBWVIOS @OEME:0 U0Y(UD}AH:UBHN TVROIMEITIIEN0 )nIMI MEIEBSIENo
(S]VOCRHRIW END@I@Io MBS @RANSS aldluoleimo eIEla) O6QIGE:006M.
MLRWIHEI HOBAUITI@® aldlalladMEBBUBES AV ODREER0 MTBHIANILN0
MVRW)AS @RYOIWMI(HAAlOROW QAUYEDIDIOBIM VA ald:)aN@ILlo MO
MuNoalMo Qilelfg|s TVoBIAIMEGHUE MBIHIOBNINEIGIEE)MM). B0} AUYBGITVE
oMM aI]ed mames oAl af)lald0000am MIBaRVEO)M @G QAUBO
(aIWOMOa|S B0} alsh QlaslEP)aN TVEITVoANlWIMAEM ALITHO CARA
e©aAlmoal.

2DRIB:0 TVIOIVIM] &EOMILINEHITVBWINS @PMUAIMIANC TVIMIGENIOWAI)o

9603001 aIB100)ELOCLONT MWIBHYAD (A IHIORBS MVABG]EN Y0)(U)HHS)0

@0 ailailammo eaigimMm®lene Klailemmaleno MEaMO)Im MeMes CaRA@
86



On Malankara Major Seminary
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Pastoral Letters & Circulars

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 3/2022

St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

Wish you all the blessings of the feast of Pentecost. Pray that the Holy
Spirit, the Paraclete, may renew and strengthen the Church more.

We are in the celebration of the Navathy of the establishment of the
hierarchy of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. This is the preparation
period of the centenary of the Re-union Movement. I am writing this Pastoral
Letter to the whole church in this period, when we pray and discuss, as a
Church, on the Church, the evangelizer and for that our families are to be
raised as grace-filling families, with the intention to remind you of an dynamic
element that assures the existence and the growth of the Church and to march
forward accordingly.

As St. Paul reminds us, we are in the Church of Christ “to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ” (Eph 4:12), united
in divine call. The divine ministry of making perfect and building up is what
we call formation. We, all who are united with Jesus through baptism, are in
different stages of formation. In families, we get formed in the mystical love
of living Christ as head and others as part of body (Eph 5:24). Those who
made religious profession get formation of living, both directly and
sacramentally, the love of accepting Christ as Bridegroom. The formation of
priests is very important part of formation that takes place at different levels in
the Church. For, the apostolic leadership in the church is formed, sustained
and grown through this formation.
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In 1983, when St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary was established, it
was a very clear declaration of the fact that the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church is attaining self-sufficiency as a sui iuris Church in the Universal
Church. The priestly formation in our church, since the Re-union, was held by
depending on the formation houses under the Syro-Malabar and Latin Churches.
To develop a house that incorporates the unique theology, traditions, and vision
of mission of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church was essential to
maintaining the identity and mission of the Church. Considering these matters,
the construction of the Malankara Seminary was started in Nalanchira, one of
the places Thiruvananthapuram where the ministries of our Church were
launched, near to Mar Ivanios College, a notable institution for higher education
since that time. The construction of the first block of the Seminary was
completed and started functioning in 1989. One thing that we can remember
proudly in all time is that the contributions given by the Malankara Catholics
worldwide was the capital for the construction of the Seminary. Without much
delay, the second block of the seminary, chapel and related facilities came up
there.

Within in this period, around six hundred priests have completed their
training in the Malankara Major Seminary and are ministering in various
apostolates of the Church. Every year around thirty priests complete their
formation. As seminary completes 39 years of its establishment, today the
priests trained there give creative leadership to many ministries of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church at ecclesial and eparchial levels. This institution makes
valuable contribution to give renewed energy for the theological reflections
and to strengthen the liturgical identity of the Church. Malankara Major
Seminary is an ecclesiastical system that takes an important role in determining
the future of our Church as a Church sui iuris.

Our Major Seminary, which is progressing in thinking and living the
existence and identity of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church and the
dedicated ministry guided by the Holy Spirit of God, still has to grow more
towards its authenticity. We are living in a time when ecclesial consciousness
should be understood in its reality rather than racial consciousness. Our major
seminary is a place where the priestly ministry and its theology, which is helpful
to lead His people to God, which is entrusted to the Church by the Holy Spirit,
who was promised by God and sent to us as a blessing (Acts 2:18), should be
deeply confirmed. As an identity of our Apostolic Church in the Universal
Church, our seminary has a long way to travel as a place where our theology,
liturgical heritage, evangelism, our witness and presentation amidst of people
are highly respected. The Holy Spirit demands from us a dedication to cutting
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off the ever-growing branches that are attached to the trunk and seeing it bear
more fruit.

We are celebrating the navathy of the recognition of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church as a Church sui uris in the Universal Church. On this occasion,
the Holy Episcopal Synod visited the Malankara Seminary and discussed the
necessary matters for the efficient running of the Seminary with the priests
ministering there. The Holy Episcopal Synod gave necessary suggestions and
practical ordinances needed for the renewal of the priestly formation in light
of the world’s spiritual and pastoral issues of the world today. It was decided
to raise the academic standard of the seminary and to renew its constitution as
a theological institute.

Another serious subject brought the attention of the Holy Synod is the
severe inadequacy of the financial matters of the Seminary. At present, the
financial source disponible for the running of the Seminary as permanent income
is very limited. Such helps received, at present, are very nominal. The financial
crisis faced by the West after Covid also affected the available assistance. Not
only that, it is clear that it is not appropriate to continue the Malankara Seminary,
an ecclesial system that is very valuable for us, depending always on generosity
of others.

The current financial problems in the seminary are many.

1. Recent drasatic increases in the cost of living have made financial
arrangements for the day-to-day running of the seminary difficult.

2. Therenewal of the academic situations including the library and class room
are very expensive.

3. Frequent damage and maintenance of buildings and properties are matters
that need constant attention every year.

4. Many parts of the original building, which are more than thirty-five years
old, have suffered dangerous damage. The renovation of building is in
urgent need.

5. There is a need for finding out permanent income sources for the financial
self-sufficiency of the seminary.

6. The liabilities arised from the recent financial instability need to be urgently
addressed.

Considering these matters, the Holy Synod decided that the immediate attention
of the entire ecclesial community is to be brought for improving the financial
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arrangements of the seminary. It is in this context that we have decided that the
Seminary Day, which is celebrated every year on first Sunday after Easter, will
be observed this year on Sunday June 28 with more preparation and dedication.

This year as a part of the Seminary Day celebration, we would like to collect
from each family a contribution for the running of the Seminary. For that,
special covers are made available in the parishes. I exhort lovingly all the
children of the Church to co-operate with great generosity in this matter,
understanding the seriousness and importance of the intention before us. Rev.
parish priests and parish officials are kindly reminded that they should give
special interest and attention to this matter. The offerings, cover collection and
special donations, that are received should be remitted to the eparchial
Procurator on behalf of the respective parishes and from the eparchies it should
be brought to the Catholicate Center on or before 16 July. Half of the amount
received in eparchies can be taken for the minor seminary of the respective
eparchies. May God, who loves a cheerful giver, bless abundantly your generous
mind and your means of life.

I remember with gratitude those who have sincerely helped this fundamental
ministry of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. Remember with joy and
gratitude all our Heads and Metropolitans, Rev. Priests, Rev. Sisters, our
children of the Church, beneficiaries, who take the leadership in the daily
arrangements of formation, theological studies, intellectual standard, buildings
and basic facilities of the Seminary, different Churches which made the service
of the scholarly teachers available and Rev. priests and students who have
completed formation from our Seminary. Wish God’s blessings to Very. Rev.
Fr. Rector who is heading the Seminary at present, and Rev. Priests in the
Seminary and all others. May God bless you abundantly!

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.
Catholicate Centre,

Pattom, Trivandrum
03.06.2022

NB: This Pastoral Letter should be read during the Holy Mass on next Sunday in all Churches,
Mission Centres and Centres of worship.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 4/2022

Ongoing Formation for Priests in Preparation for the Centenary
Reverend. Fathers,
Loving greetings in the nameof our Lord Messiah!

“As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you. Having said this, he
breathed on them and said to them: Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained”
(Jn20:21,22), saying that Lord Jesus gave priesthood to the apostles. Exhorting
that “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation”
(Mk 16:15), Jesus entrusted the apostolic mission to the apostles. “Holy Orders
is the sacrament through which the mission entrusted by Christ to his apostles
continues to be exercised in the Church until the end of the time. (CCC 1536).
In the Order of Priestly Ordination of the Catholic Syrian Church, the
excellence of the priesthood is reminded as follows: “Like a wise man, you
must grasp the glory of this position which is noble and inaccessible”(The
Syrian Catholic Church, The Order of Priestly Ordination, 3).

About the renewal and self-purification of priests, Servant of God Mar
Ivanios Metropolitan reminds thus: you, a catholic priest should live according
to the advices of the Holy Church in everything, “You, a Catholic priest, it is
your duty to live in everythingas per the directives of the Holy Church, and to
work wholeheartedly for the salvation of yourself and others. In the salvation
of others, as a co-worker God, and for salvation of self, as one who takes
efforts for himself, you owe to sanctify yourself through the help of God’s
grace (Jagarookanaya Ajapalakan, 23).

I remember with great love and gratitude, the gifts of the precious priestly
ministry given by Rev. Priests from those who started their priestly ministry
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in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church along with Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivaniosand Mar Theophilos of happy memory and till this time, to our
Church and nation. In the name of the Church, I appreciate and congratulate
the multifarious services of our respected Priests that were given and is
continued at present, to the Malankara Church, Universal Church and nation-
building, through the dedication in the ministry of Re-union and the ministry
of Gospel proclamation. Priestly life has been moving forward surviving many
crises in each period. There have been many phenomena in the world that
ignore God, Church and priesthood and that compel the people of God to do
the same. Let’s not forget that it stands in history as atrue reality that we have
reached to 2022 by surviving all that with God’s blessing and effectively.

During this period, priests and priestly ministries arefaced with a lot of
challenges. We must be able to face these challenges and perform in a blessed
waythe priestly ministry that we have received. To help accordingly, (CCEO
372), in light of the decision of the Holy Synod to give ongoing formation to
all priests in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, Rev. priests are invited
cordially to this training program. It is desired to complete this training within
3 years of 2023, 2024, 2025. In our Church, at present, there are 1046 priests
including diocesan priests, Bethany priests and others involved in the ministry.
It is desired to conduct this training in 20 batches of 50 each.

I Batch — those who received priestly ordination from 2010 to 2018

1. From 4 pm on Monday, 6 February 2023 to 1pm on Friday, 10 February
2023

or

2. From 4 pm on Monday, 8 May 2023, 4 pm to 1 pm on Friday, 12 May 2023

IT Batch - those who received priestly ordination from 2019 to 2022
1. From 4 pm on Monday, 24 July 2023 to 1pm on Friday, 28 July 2023

or

2. From 4pm on Monday, 6 November 2023to 1pm on Friday, 10 November
2023

50 people who register first will get a chance in the first group. The rest
should participate in the second batch. Those who were ordained before
2010 will be given formation in the years 2024, 2025. The details regarding
date, arrangement and registration information will be communicated without
delay from Catholicate Curia.
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This ongoing formation will be held at Catholicate, the headquarters
of our Church. There will be arrangements for offering Holy Qurbono with
the Father and Head of the Church and also individually at the Mar Ivanios
Tomb Chapel. There will be classes by expert personalities on different topics
related with priestly ministry. Most. Rev. Dr. Antony Mar Silvanos, the Curia-
Bishop will give leadership to this formation program. All priests in our Church
must participate in this programme. As the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
enters into the centenary of Re-union Movement, let us make the priestly
ministry relevant and Gospel based with an increased missionary spirit and
give to the people of God and the common society. I cordially invite all the
priests in eparchies and in the ashrams of our Church to this ongoing formation.
Hope to meet directly all batches.

Your priesthood is a great blessing given to our Churchby the Lord. Once
again, I offer my heartfelt thanks, on behalf of the Church, for the valuable
services each of you renderin various fields of the Church.

May the Lord God make your priestly ministry more fruitful through the
gifts of ordination!

It is through the prayers of the Holy Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, and
the college of Apostles, especially St. Thomas, our patron and all the saints.
Amen.

With Love,

Your humble servant in the Lord,

Sd/-

& Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.

Catholicate Centre,
Pattom, Trivandrum
04.11.2022
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL5/2022

92" Reunion Anniversary and Sabha Sangamam

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

We are celebrating the 92" Re-union Anniversary and Sabha Sangamam
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church on 21 September 2022. This year,
our Church got two new bishops. We all are happy that His Excellency Antony
Mar Silvanos is ordained as Curia-bishop and His Excellency Mathews Mar
Polycarpos is ordained as the Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum, and we thank God as a Church. This is an occasion for us to
commit ourselves vigilantly for the service of the Church. On this occasion,
while we gather, once again, before God with gratitude we recognize that Re-
union has a great place in the divine providence. The proud growth of our
Church is an explicit example that the merciful God had accepted and blessed
the Re-union Movement. The Re-united Church while starting as a very tiny
community in 1930, the only investment the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios and his companions had is the deep faith in the providence of God.
Since then, we have been experiencing the assurance and credibility of this
providence of God. The growth of the Re-union Movement is the best evidence
that God can do great things through those who rely completely on Him. Making
Servant of God Mar Ivanios’ commitment, passion for truth and dependence
on God’s providence as an instrument and raising from the situations of being
scattered by dissensions and strife, the providence of God could place the
Malankara Church as a star in the sky of Universal Church, a symbol of unity.
Let us be aware of our divine responsibility of showing the way of unity and
harmony to all those who are wandering in the turbulent sea of dissensions
and quarrels. The time reminds us that it is a period, more than all times, the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church should be more convinced of the

103



Pastoral Letters & Circulars

responsibility of being the prophetic voice of unity. In this blessed moment of
navathy of Re-union, we wish that may this anniversary celebrations of the
Re-union fix strongly the unity that we proudly maintain. Let us, as persons
and as Church, stand firmly with the intentions of the Universal Catholic
Church.

Let’s go forward by making the vision and mission of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church as our life. We dedicate this year, in a special way, for the
spiritual upliftment of our Church with the intention to follow the path of
Servant of God Mar Ivanios, who guided the ecclesial community in safe ways
by understanding that nothing else is effective than the path of spirituality to
transform his own community, which had fallen into discord and strife under
the slavery of materialism, into a community that God desires. Celebrating
92" Re-union anniversary in this context, gives more orientation to our ecclesial
life and Re-union activities.

Let us get strengthened from the intercession of Servant of God Mar Ivanios
who said, “Reaching heaven after my death, I will pray unceasingly in God’s
presence for the re-union of our non-catholic brethren” and let us march forward
quickly in the path of Re-union.

The Reunion Anniversary and Sabha Sangamam of this year will be held
at the Mar Timotheos Nagar hosted by the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. I
congratulate the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla for hosting the 92" Re-union Day
celebrations, and submit Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Metropolitan
of the Archdiocese, Rev. Priests, religious and all faithful in prayer with
gratitude. I specially remind you all to assure your presence and participation
in the solemn Holy Eucharistic celebration, various gatherings, theological
meeting, and prayer ministry by the Suvisesha Sangam. The platforms of Re-
union meetings are the symbols of our historical witness of our communion.
All members of the Church are reminded that they have the responsibility to
make these blessed celebrations live and successful by participating in them.
Although it was a painful memory that we could not come together and make
the Re-union Anniversary celebrations dynamic in the past years due to the
Covid epidemic, this year let us be blessed by welcoming the Re-union
Anniversary celebrations with more enthusiasm and participating in the
celebrations with increased arousal.

I'lovingly exhort all that those who are able from all our Eparchies, mission
centers and religious houses, have to participate actively in the Re-union
Anniversary celebrations to be held on 21 September 2022 at St. John’s
Cathedral, Tiruvalla and be blessed. The sthothrakazhcha on that day will be
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given to the charitable works of the Archieprchy of Tiruvalla, the host of the
Re-union celebrations of this year. I remind lovingly that the worshipping
community should come prepared for this offering. Let us continue this as a
living witness in coming years too.

May God bless you all abundantly! May all these be fulfilled through the
prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God and the College of
Apostles, especially of our Father St. Thoma, the Apostle, and all the saints.
Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/
% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro- Malankara Catholic Church
Catholicate Centre

Pattom, Trivandrum
05.09. 2019
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MCCL Day 2022
(MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S LEAGUE)

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSION
FOR FAITH FORMATION

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear children in Jesus,

The Malankara Catholic Children’s League (MCCL), an association of
the Children in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates its Day on
Sunday, 13 February 2022. The MCCL, the movement of the children was
officially formed in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church on 20 September
2010 as per the order of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos,
the Head and Father of the Church.

Malankara Syrian Catholic Church considers faith formation as the
fundamental ministry of the Church basing on the Word of God, “train children
in the right way, and when old, they will not stray” (Prov 22:6). Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios had reminded us that the responsibility of teaching
catechism for children and training them in devotional path is the important
responsibility entrusted to the Holy Church by our Lord. It’s our children who
have to lead the Church and society in faith and tradition tomorrow. The aim
of MCCL is to enable children, from childhood onwards, to act and grow in
love by knowing God and understanding the Church and society.

We are passing through the situation of Covid-19 pandemic. the Word of
God, “For power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9), may give us
strength as we pass through this period of crisis. Let us strengthen our faith by
depending on God completely and surviving this pandemic.

Let me give congratulate, in the name of the Church, each eparchy for
arranging the catechism classes in parishes through various means (Online,
Offline) according to the circumstances due to Covid pandemic. As we celebrate
MCCL Day on 13 February 2022, each parish and respective eparchy can
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organise celebrations taking into account the directives given by respective
eparchies, and accepting the special instructions given by parish priests and
the special protocol of Covid-19. I remind all teachers and students involved
in the Catechism should confess and prepare to participate in the Holy Qurbono
if the appropriate situation arises.

Let me remind with love to pray by offering all teachers and children who
are engaged in faith formation process in the Holy Qurbono on that day. Parish
priests shall pay special attention to convince the faith-community and the
children of the significance of the League. Arrange the various programmes of
MCCL Day properly in all the parishes through online media. Together with
parish priest, the Headmasters, teachers and animators of Catechism and the
officials of MCCL shall pay attention to make this day meaningful.

Let me mention on this occasion that this day should also be used to elect
new officials as the term of the officials of MCCL expires. Be sure to make
arrangements to give the details with name of new office bearers to the parish,
district, region, eparchy/archieparchial centres as soon as possible. Thanking
you, in the name of the Church, all those who are sacrificially participate in the
faith formation of the children. Requesting your prayerful help and loving co-
operation of all.

Sd/-
¥ Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Bishop of Parassala
02.02.2022
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 13 February 2022, the MCCL Day, during the
Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres.
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The circular issued by
Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity,
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
in connection with the Laity Day 2022.

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

This year, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates the Laity Day
on Sunday, 1**May. On this day of special remembrance of the call and mission
of the Laity remembered, I wish you all lay faithful prayerful greetings
abundantly!

Laity are those who are through baptism united with Church, the body,
and organs of Body of Christ and are united intact with the organs of the holy
Church and holy and are active temple of the Holy Spirit, share in the priestly,
prophetic and kingly missions of Jesus, and are called to holiness, and life
models of holiness in the world. The term Laity is used to mean the one who is
connected with the world. Present the terms ‘lay’ and ‘laity’ in English are
derived from the Greek word laikos. The Greek word Laos has the meanings

such as “related to people”, “people,” etc. The New Testament describes the
Church with the terms ‘selected’, ‘royal,” ‘holy,” and ‘God’s own’.

“People of God”, and “Communion” are the two significant concepts seen
in the Ecclesiology of Second Vatican Council. It is people as a whole called
to fulfil the mission as per the divine plan. People of God integrates the vision
beyond all the distinctions and differences in the ecclesial community.
Regardless of being laity, priest and bishop, each one who becomes a member
of the People of God through baptism, has the dignity and mission as persons
called by God. Vatican Council clarifies the mission of laity by explaining the
triple mission of the people of God. They are duties of a Priest, a Prophet and
a King. The foundation for the ministerial priesthood of priests is the common
Priesthood of all faithful. There is no ministerial priesthood without common
priesthood. Laity is called to live in the wide platform of the world and in the
heart of Church simultaneously.
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It is in the light of Apostolicam Actuositatem, decree of Second Vatican
Council, that St. John Paul II, during the Seventh Ordinary Synod of Church
held at Rome from 1 to 30 October 1987discussed the topic “The vocation and
mission of the Lay Faithful in the Church and in the World.” It is from the
proposals submitted by the Synod which prolonged for one month that “The
Lay Faithful” (Christifideles Laici), an apostolic exhortation was formulated.
St. John Paul II published “The Lay Faithful” on 30' December 1988.

By coordinating laity, the Church, the mother, intends to make the presence
and activity of the Church in the world effective through the participation of
all the members of Church and thus the Kingdome of Christ is made grown.
Active participation of laity in the Church occurs when they see the Church
from the perspective of communion without distancing priests from laity. As
persons, each one, by virtue of one’s uniqueness and activities, is commissioned
to the service for the growth of the ecclesial community. St. Gregory writes
like this: “In the Holy Church, all are nourished by each one and each one is
nourished by all.”

Laity should fulfil their mission by engaging in their own spheres of activity.
Family, school, associations, community, politics, etc are the areas of work for
the laity. Family is the basic unit of bringing individuals together. Domestic
Church is the strength and vigour of the Universal Church. The priests, religious,
Bishops and Popes are born from these families. If families are broken, the
foundation of the Church will be broken. If the family is filled with the spirit
of God, and the spirit of prayer is shared, the Church will grow.

Laity can fulfil their mission individually and in group. There is no substitute
for the lay apostolate that sprout from the real Christian life and personal.
There is a great role for the lay apostolate in areas and situations where the
Church is not free to function. In all spheres outside the Church wherever the
Christians are engaged laity should be able to live as Christian by giving
testimony to Christ. “Since the laity, in accordance with their state of life, live
in the midst of the world and its concerns, they are called by God to exercise
their apostolate in the world like leaven, with the ardour of the spirit of Christ”
(Apostolicam Actuositatum, no.2). Their commitment to faith is limited to parish
activities and when they enter the socio-political arena, they have often slipped
into the situation of adopting ideologies and approaches that are against faith.
In today’s situation, the greatest challenge before the Church is that, how can
it prepare laity to stand for truth and justice and function as a corrective force
in socio-political field.

Parish is a creative platform for Laity. The prime and visible experience of
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the ecclesial community, which has always universal nature, is expressed mostly
in parish. It is there the Church is seen locally. In a sense, a parish is the place
where the Church resides in the homes of its daughters and sons. It is in a
parish that the ecclesiastical mystery is present and active. Parish is mainly
neither an association, a locality nor a building, rather, a community where the
spirit of God that unites the family of God shines. It is the home and family
that welcomes us. The parish is built on theological reality. For, this is an
Eucharistic community. Eucharist is an active source for building up of this
community and establishing a sacramental relationship for perfect communion
with the entire Church. The lay people have a vital participation in the formation
and well-being of the parish.

The above said is rooted in the fact that the parish is a faith community
and is a living community. Such a parish community is made up of both priestly
ministers and lay faithful. The parish priest, who represents the eparchial bishop,
makes the Hierarchical relation with the entire local Church. Parish is the
spiritual centre, shield and refuge of the faith community. The failure of parish
system is the main reason why the faithful leave to other pastures in search of
spirituality. Parish is an effective and common platform of the laity.

In the modern era building up of a just society is an ecclesial ministry. If
then we shall not perceive the political activity as a ministry. Politics should
not be looked as a party politics only. The children of the Church should be
able to see the political activity beyond party politics and formulate problem-
based and value-based political equations. Leaving negative attitude towards
politics, we should be able to mould a new lay generation who can think beyond
party politics and has sense of values. Only a lay generation who can respond
to contemporary problems and understand the graffiti of the times is able to
participate actively in the building up of a local Church and be the voice and
strength of the Church in crisis.

When we discuss the call and mission of the laity on the basis of the
theological thought that “the Church is a communion,” we can see that it is the
participation in the diverse ministries in the Church that unite everyone. Those
who share and serve through the ministries are with “one heart and one mind
(Acts 4:32)” through the communion. We have to evaluate the activeness of
our faithful in the ecclesial communion and it should be brought to changes.
The Synod of Bishops, which is convoked by His Holiness Pope Francis in
2023 to study and evaluate on pilgrim Church gives us a new direction. should
It is to be made possible to give a new face and vigour to the Church by
highlighting and strengthening the children of the Church in the mainstream
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of the Church who are engaged not only in fields of education, health care and
law, levels of agriculture, social service, culture and politics, institutions of
government and non-government, and enterprises of commerce and industry
but also in all spheres of life.

In the wake of growing terrorist movements, we can’t assure even the life
and safety of our faithful. To realise this, we need to know and learn more
about the changing socio-political situations in India. Resistances and insults
have to be constantly faced. Today, these objections are being spread in the
fields of service, ministry and spirituality of the Church. We can’t but watching
silently the violation of rights promised by the Constitution. We have to witness
the cancellation of even fundamental rights. Anti-Church forces and ideologies
are gaining strength day by day among the faithful. The negative consequences
of wealth and institutions overtaking spirituality in the Church makes the Church
and the children of the Church disgrace in public in the form of divisions and
mutual conflicts.

By imbibing the spirit of Second Vatican Council, there are many lay people
who participate in the royal-priestly-prophetic missions of Christ with full mind
and consciousness. In a sense, they are the life and backbone of parishes. We
find them in many roles like catechism teachers, activists of movements, youth,
lay missionaries, social workers, etc. I congratulate all the lay brethren who
are actively engaged in and lead a committed ecclesial life as per the vision of
the true Church. The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, featured by
participation and joint responsibility of the laity, has long way to go forward.
May Laity Day be an inspiration and reminder to the lay brethren to move
forward with the Church, with commitment!

Laity Day is the common celebration of lay faithful of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. Hope all lay associations such as MCA, Mathrusangham,
Pithrusangham, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Legion of Mary, etc. together
celebrate this day suitably. On this occasion, I remember with gratitude and
value the leadership and cooperation given by the lay associations for the growth
of Church and the development and the integrity of the society. I remember
with gratitude the life-witness and self-dedication of lay brothers and sisters
through the Suvisesha Sangham. Considering the outside Kerala context, the
commitment of lay people in the missionary activities that concentrates on the
houses is incomparable. The lay brethren, who are filled with missionary zeal
without considering the limitation and difficulties of the life of migration, are
the shining witness of the Holy Church. I remember with indebtedness the
brethren who set apart a great dividend from their earnings for the charity
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works of the Church amidst of the difficulties of Diaspora life. The Spirit of
God may provide strength to the lay brethren to live the spiritual life with
inner strength during this difficult post-Covid period.

We utilize the sthotrakazhcha during the Holy Qurbano on the Laity Day
for the lay ministries in our Church. I exhort all to be blessed by giving
generously the offering of that day. As per the Particular canon 601 of our
Church, the parish priest should collect the offerings and send it to finance
officer of respective eparchy or archieparchy and the finance officer should
utilize half of it for the lay ministries in the eparchy and other half should be
sent to the financial office of the Church in the Catholicate Centre. Let St.
Joseph, the Heavenly Patron of Laity Movement be support and intercessor
for us. Let us celebrates the year of Family as meaningful and fruitful. Let us
achieve the renewal and sanctity of the families.

May the Risen Lord bless all the ministries of the laity.

sd/-
¥ Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
& Bishop of the Eparchy Mavelikara
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
Laity Day 2022

NB:- This Circular should be read on 1 May 2022, the Laity Day, during the Holy
Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres and inform to the faithful in a proper
manner.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

VOCATION DAY 2022

Message from the Chairman
of the Synodal Commission for Vocation

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in Christ,

In the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, we celebrate the Vocation Day
on 29 May. Our Vocation Day of this year falls on the day between the
Resurrection of our Lord and the Feast of Pentecost. Season of waiting — like
St. Mary and the disciples awaited by praying for the Holy Spirit for these ten
days, let us pray fervently that may the Church be blessed with many vocations.

He went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and
they came to him. And he appointed twelve so that they might be with him
and be sent them out to preach and to have authority to cast out demons (Mk
3:13-15).

The man who is created in the image and likeness of God is called to
choose and realize continuously the will of God. “I have come down from
heaven not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me”. This was the
life principle of Jesus on this earth. God has a mission to be accomplish through
each individual who are born to this earth as a human being. Recognising this
mission is very important for a meaningful life. The Vocation Day reminds us
the truth that there is a will of God to be fulfilled in this world through me.
Those who have received the call to family life have to recognise in
contemplation the things which God wish to do in this world through
themselves. Some are called by God to consecrated life. God make use of their
lives for the goodness and salvation of many people through complete
dedication. Such excellent vocations are to be found, protected and nurtured
very carefully. Today there is a situation in which hearts are polluted at an
early age. Even the children, who are grown up in a divine family atmosphere,
slip into evil and impurity through friendships. In this world, it is the duty of
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the parents, teachers, catechists and consecrated people to recognise and
encourage the vocation of our children.

The primary attitude and decisions of any child are shaped by the family.
The children learn mutual love, God-dependence and service to another firstly
from the family. The catechism teachers and teachers have the obligation and
responsibility to recognise and foster the plan of God in the children. It is they
who ought to train the children for responding creatively to the vocation. Priests
and religious, through their behaviour, witness and exhortation, should pay
special attention to for growing good personality and deep spirituality in
children. A platform should be arranged for them to think deeply and discuss
openly about the vocation and its responses. The social communication media
should be able to become the spokes persons of the culture of vocation. Vocation
will not be promoted in any programme that presents the Church, ecclesial
authorities, priests, religious and the position of the Church negatively.

The things that we have to pay attention to encourage vocation:

1. Inthis day when the worldly thoughts prevail, there is a possibility that
children are likely to think that only the victory and material pleasures
of the world are greatest. So, the greatness and joy of priestly life and
religious life should be told to our children by the parents, catechists,
priests, religious and lay faithful. It is in this matter that the
encouragement of vocation begins first. It is this type of thinking and
interests that is to be imparted to the mind of children first. St. Theresa
of Lisieux says: “My vocation is love.” Hence, the greatness of the
consecrated life should be shared.

2. Promotion of vocation is not the duty of a particular group, but of the
entire Church. For that, pray, pay attention, and work. Everyone in the
Church should work sincerely and faithfully in this mission. This is
necessary today than past days.

3. Prayers shall be conducted for vocation. Jesus, when talks about
vocation, desires and speaks that pray for vocation. “Ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38). So, the
ecclesial community should urge and pray for good vocation. Lord will
do the rest. No human being can create vocation. That is a gift of God.
Hence, we should pray for vocation with sacrifice.

4. Not only trying for new vocations but also encouraging the existing
vocations is also part of vocation promotion. We should pray for the
priests and Sisters in the parish, strengthen them, support them and be
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with them. It is also vocation promotion. Seeing this, many are inspired
and encouraged many to receive vocation.

5. As the vocation to the consecrated life is promoted, it doesn’t mean
that the family life is worse than or inferior to consecrated life, rather,
man enters into the family life very naturally. But vocation to consecrated
life does not come naturally. So consecrated life has to be encouraged
more. Family life is not bad, but excellent.

6. Accepting a divine call is a discernment and a realization. With the
inspiration given by the Holy Spirit, a boy/girl discerns his/her divine
call either to family life or to consecrated life. A suitable situation for
that should be in the family and parish. The responsibility to prepare
that lays on everyone.

As always The field of vocation promotion, as always, can strung together
today also the desires of heart that crave to dedicate everything for the Kingdome
of God and insist on to do good in the society.

I pray for the success of all the activities that are taking place in the entire
Church and in particular in consecrated communities for the promotion of
vocation. I remember with gratitude and appreciate His Beatitude, the
Catholicos, Most Rev. Bishops, Priests, Religious and lay apostles who work
with this goal.

I pray that may God bestow His mercy and blessings upon you and our
Church. Let us pray whole heartedly that the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
be rich with vocations to priesthood-religious life. I wish the blessings of the
feast of Pentecost.

Sd/-
“Samuel Mar Irenios
Chairman, Synodal commision for the vocation,
Bishop of Pathanamthitta Eparchy
16.05.2022
Catholicate entre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 29 May 2021, the Vocation Prayer Week, during
the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres and inform to the faithful in
a proper manner.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Faith Formation Day - 2022

Reverend Fathers, Religious, Teachers, Parents, and dear Students,
Greetings in the Name of the Triune God!

We are celebrating the Sunday School Day of this year on 7" August. In
the history of the Church, it was St. Irenios of Leons who laid foundation for
catechism. At the beginning of this year, Pope Francis declared him as the
doctor of the universal Church. This saintly man, who wrote the first catechism
text in the Church called Explanation of the Apostolic Exhortations, speaks in
detail about God who teaches man through history. God walks with human
history without considering man’s shortcomings and failures of man. Helps to
come out from failures. Nurtures his good deeds. But, realizes that man can’t
get out of sin, God sends his own son as one among men and saves human race
through his passion and death. St. Irenios explains that God teaches man by
journeying with man patiently, and reveals Himself slowly. The Letter to
Hebrews also talks about God’s training plan that teaches us through the bitter
experiences and crises of life and brings us to perfection. Another scripture
passage that we read in Luke 24, i.e., the Emmaus experience pictures God as
a cowalker. The Risen Christ walks as a stranger with the two disappointed
and sadden disciples who are travelling to another village. He helps them to
understand his passion in a divine way by listening to their sorrows and by
explaining them the word of God. We see a picture of God in this Gospel
passage, as Saint Irenios speaks, who reveals Himself gradually and teaches
with patience.

We are living in a time when disturbances are increasing. This affects our
younger generation much. On the one hand, they are bothered by the loss of
security of life. So many consequences of the pandemic, atmosphere of
increased violence and hatred, fidelity lost in mutual relationships, like this
many deepen insecurity. On the other hand, the contemporary world tempts
them to find out short cuts. Young generations learn in their early ages itself to
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achieve positions without exams, the short cuts to gain success in life by
forgetting values of life, etc. In their youthhood, they are getting habituated to
utilise others through temporary relationship without commitment, to be
satisfied with digital social relationships without having any human contact
and to pretend having freedom to do everything without taking responsibility
of anything. Hatred and disgust are sold, most of the time, in the name of
patriotism and religion. Leaps out of storyless values are celebrated as heroic.
True catechism and faith formation that impart godliness and values of life,
have become one of the most difficult things.

Jesus, whom we meet on the road to Emmaus, teaches us to see this time
of difficulties with hope. He is the great model to all those who are involved in
the ministry of growing the young generation in faith. How patiently he listens
to the anxieties of disciples! What is most needed for the faith formators is
patience to listen the younger generation. As Jesus do, they should walk with
them. Listen to their problems. We should give up the old methods of only
guru speaks and the disciples learn by listening. To transmit messages, as if
they touch life, there should be true dialogue of mutual hearing. The reply
given by Jesus is as important as he listens patiently. Just as important as the
fact that Jesus listens patiently is the answer He gives. Luke writes that he has
explained everything written about him by all prophets since Moses to them
(24:27). Jesus is not adding new ideas to their confusion, rather he speaks
from written scripture. There is no dearth of opinions in today’s world. Our
children are growing by seeing and hearing more than enough opinions on any
topic in social media. In order to impart them the perspective of life, faith
formators shall not share their own opinions. Rather, bring them closer to the
Word of God. Our faith formation approach should be suitable to impart to the
younger generation the prudence of discerning one’s life and mission in the
light of Word of God. For this, faith formators should prepare themselves
prayerfully and study Word of God diligently. They should be well prepared to
explain the lessons in light of Word of God.

Emmaus event shows us that Christian education is not mere dialogue. As
the dialogue between Jesus and disciples ends, the disciples invite the stranger
who is them to share their food and the place of rest. They recognise the presence
of Jesus in the stranger at that moment of sharing. After a time when we were
forced to stay away from the platforms of communion, a year is passing as we
recapture the experiences of coming together. In this coming year, let us increase
platforms of communion. The consolidation of annual action plan of Sunday
School and MCCL will help to increase opportunities for group activities of
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the children. Acquiring knowledge of Goodnews by sharing lessons and learning
the lessons of altruism by living in communion are two sides of the same coin.
Iremind lovingly that faith formators and pastors should find out more platforms
in order to bring the children together for the works of altruism and activities
of common good.

The verse, they recognised him when he broke the bread, reminds us of
the Holy Eucharist. We, in our Church and in our tradition, had never seen
faith formation and the active participation in Liturgy as separate. This is
something that we cannot compromise. The true goal of catechism is not scoring
high marks in the annual exam or getting a certificate but to make the children
grow in a personal relationship with Jesus. When children enter into the
communion of faith, he walks mercifully with them in the sacraments and
word of God just as he walked with those disciples who went to Emmaus. He
holds them to his unbreakable love. Faith formators should prepare the children
to find answers to their questions, solution to their problems, and medicine for
their ailments in this love. Deep relationship with Jesus sanctifies their love
and lead their social relationships to the depth of true sharing. There is an
increase in the trend to make the platform of faith formation as an alternative
platform for making children better in their social life and to develop their
talents. I exhort pastors, faith formators and parents to concentrate more on
the spiritual aspects of this ministry than falling into this trap.

Let me remind once again, we are trying to recognise faith formation as an
experience God’s teaching by journeying with man patiently and revealing
slowly himself. Patience is an important concept. This world is giving practice
to our younger generations for seeking short cuts in everything. Internet, the
virtual world, has opened this short cut to all. Today’s culture and political
structure inspire our children to be vigorous and obstinate by forgetting the
lessons of fraternity and communion that the Gospel promotes. Instead of all
these, we have to train our children to perceive their own life situations with
patience and equanimity. They should be strong to accept their fallings and
failures with a sense of reality and face them courageously. They should have
the prudence to go forward with perseverance by taking lessons from failures.
They should find happiness in yielding fruit (Jn 15:5) according to the will of
God and in becoming good people, than always being successful. Without
being despair in pains, suffering and labors, they should have faith filled with
hope in their God the Father who looks at them with care like a father. He
neither takes away their freedom nor interested in punishing them. On the
contrary, even through the unfavourable experiences (Heb 12:10), he is training
them to participate in His holiness.
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Dear parents, the primary responsibility of cooperating with God in this
ministry of training our children lays on you. The common training programs
of the Church are only aids for you. Let us receive once again, with more
dedication and attention, the most important part the Christian mission of our
families, the responsibility of moulding new generations in goodness. Let this
Day of Faith formation inspire us to pray for those who are involved in this
ministry and to cooperate with generosity in the fund-raising programme for
this ministry.

Dear pastors, other faith formators, let us glorify good God who make us
participate in this important ministry, and prepare and strengthen us for this.
The Church and the society remember with gratitude the sacrifices you have
undertaken to keep this ministry active and fruitful. Let us together continue to
be diligent in forming a society where our children can walk with God and
learn from Him. May God bless us all abundantly.

I pray for the good and happiness of all of you. Wish you all the blessings
of Faith Formation Day!

Sd/-
¥ Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman of Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
& Bishop of Parassala
28.07.2021
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B. This circular must be read during Holy Qurbano on 7 August 2021, the Sunday
School Day at all our parishes and mission centres.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

YOUTH DAY 2022

Message from Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos,
the Chairman of Commission for Youth

Dear Rev. Priests, Rev. Sisters, and My dear Youth Friends,

“Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech
and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (I Tim 4:12).

Each year we dedicate the Sunday nearest to the feast of St. Francis of Assisi
to focus our attention on the young people who are the future of the Church
and society. This year it falls on 2™ October which marks a day dedicated to all
theyoung people in our Church. The day is to be celebrated in each parish with
Holy Eucharist and suitable spiritual empowerment activities.

Youth: Missionary Disciples of Christ

YOUTH is the springtime of life. Youth means the time of life when one is
young, and often means the time between childhood and adulthood. “The glory
of youths is their strength” (Prov 20:29). The youth are characterized by a
naturally proactive attitude towards life. This time of peak physical energy is
accompanied by a unique fortitude in facing life’s challenges and in daring to
embark on new paths (Pope Francis, Young People, the Faith, and Vocational
Discernmentno 77). The period of youth-hood is understood to be the time of
a particularly intense discovery of the human “I” and of the properties and
capacities connected with it in the formation of self-conscious virtuous
conscience. Youth is the most valuable section of the universal Church.

The Church loves the young people. The reason for such a special love is
expressed in the words of Saint Pope John Paul I, ““Your youth is not just your
own property, your personal property or the property of a generation: it belongs
to the whole of that space that every man traverses in his life’s journey, and at
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the same time it is a special possession belonging to everyone. It is a possession
of humanity itself.”(Letter to the Youth of the world on the occasion of
International Youth Year, No. 1). In the words of Pope Francis, Youth are not
the tomorrow, not the meantime, but are the ‘Now’ of God.(Pope Francis,
Homily at the Closing Mass for the 34™ World Youth Day in Panama, 2019).!
Therefore, the role of the young people in the life and mission of the Church is
very significant. Youth are the creative digital innovators in their communities
and participate as active citizens, eager to positively contribute to the sustainable
development of the universe.

God often chose young people to do great things. Moses, Joshua, Samuel,
Jeremiah, and many others were chosen at their young age to lead God’s people.
These young leaders always were obedient and kept themselves holy before
God. Jesus, the Son of God, was a young man among young people. The Gospel
of Luke states that Jesus was “about 30 years of age” (Lk 3:23) at the start of
his ministry. Jesus Christ, the saviour of the world Himself went through ‘youth-
hood’, sanctifying it with His presence. During His earthly life Jesus was an
obedient child to His parents (Lk 2:51); He grew and became strong. He was
filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him (Lk 2:40). He prepared
Himself (Lk 4:1-13); He prayed (Lk 4:16; 6:12). And the disciples who stayed
with Him experienced His holiness and proclaimed, “We have found the
Messiah” (Jn 1:41).

The life and the teaching of Jesus was centred on two sacred pillars: 1.
Obedience to the divine commandments and 2. Holiness in Life. Jesus,
therefore, reminded His disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments.” (Jn 14:15). It is further explained as ‘to love God is to keep
his commands’ (1 Jn 5:3). Jesus taught His disciples, “Be perfect, therefore, as
your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt 5:48). Even though Jesus does not use the
word “holiness,” he is clearly echoing the language of Leviticus 19:2: “Be
holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.” St. Peter in his first epistle makes these
two aspects clear by saying, “Like obedient children, do not be conformed to
the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. Instead, as he who called you is
holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; for it is written, “You shall be
holy, for I am holy.” (1 Pet 1:14-16). St. Paul puts this in another form, saying,
“the will of God is your sanctification” (1 Thess 4:3).

“Holiness is the most attractive face of the Church”. “The measure of our
holiness stems from the stature that Christ achieves in us, to the extent that, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, we model our whole life on his” Gaudete Et
Exsultate, No. 21. Jesus is a youth for youths, and always remains an example
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for the young, sanctifying them for the kingdom of God. The Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church imbibes these sacred pillars of ‘obedience and holiness’ in
the Jesus’ model, as the subject matter for the basic formation of the Malankara
Catholic Youth. This subject matter shall be called the ‘what?’ of the basic
formation of the Malankara Catholic Youth. Centering on this subject matter,
the baptised Malankara Catholic youth are formed to be holy disciples of Jesus
Christ.

Digital Environment: A Promise or Peril?

Globalization made the world a “global village.”Globalization is the result
of the developments in information, communication and transportation
technology. People and places are linked to each other more easily.
Globalization, being a double-edged sword, has constructive and destructive
faces.Positivelyit aims at uniting the divided humanity, eliminating poverty,
and securing world peace and tries to create a fraternal world (See Rm. 8:18-
23). Negatively, it widens the gap between the rich and the poor. It is criticized
for its “one-size-fits-all” attitude as exemplified in uniform economic system,
political ideology, philosophical outlook, cultural value-system, and religious
mentality. Digital environment is a special feature of today. The modern
generation, known as Generation Z, is the citizens of digital world. They have
a technologically driven life style, and tremendous opportunities to grow and
relate. Modern technology has changed even the definition of human existence.
A young person feels his existence only when he is connected with Wi-Fi or
internet. Despite these bright sides, its dark side can never be forgotten either.
Gradual loss of real and personal contact, cutting off of direct relationships,
losing sight of the plight of fellow human beings, subjecting oneself to digital
migration bybeing immersed in the virtual world, etc. are some of the dark
realities that stare us now more than ever before. Unless very careful, it may
not take much time for these dark realities to darken the life and attitudes of
our youngsters as a whole. Emergence of new ideologies and loss of
fundamental values create a new world order itself. Here I would like to propose
a few nuances of this new world order and the corresponding skills needed to
navigate safely, namely, 1. Disorder — Discernment; 2. Conscience — Virtuous
Conscience; 3. Artificiallntelligence — Inspirational Intelligence.

1. Disorder - Discernment

God is omnipresent. But in today’s world the phrase omnipresence isused
to refer to evil rather than God. For, evil is everywhere. Evil masks itself asgood
to the extent that today it becomes increasingly difficult to distinguish the
good from the evil. It is heldout to the modern youth as it was to the first
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parents. It is good for palate, pleasing to the eyes, and also presents itself as
authentic way to gain wisdom (Gen. 3:6). In this context, discernment alone
will help us distinguish between the good and the evil. That is why the Psalmist
prays to the Lord: “I am your servant; give me discernment that I may understand
your statutes (Ps. 119:125). King Solomon pleads to the Lord: “... give your
servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between
right and wrong.” (1 Kings 3:9). Discernment is the ability to distinguish
between good and evil. Let us look at all things and hold on to what is good,
St. Paul says (1Thess 5:21).

2. Conscience- Virtuous Conscience

Life is all about the choices that we make daily. A right choice with an
upright conscience will make a sea change in our personal and professional
life. A right choice with conscience will take us to the spectacular heights of
real success and happiness. However, the tendency to move from the ethics of
conscience to the ethics of choice is very strong among the youth nowadays.
Conscience is the inner voice in a man that urges one to do good under any
circumstance and avoid evil by all means. Due to the increase in opportunities,
our mind longs and our feet run for immediate pleasure. In biblical language,
it is termed as wide gate (Mt. 7:13) that leads to destruction. Indiscriminate
and unrestricted choice without considering its disastrous results poses great
threat not only to individual life, but also to families and society as a whole.
Right choice made with right conscience is similar to entering through the
narrow gate which leads to life.Today, intentionally or not, the question of the
rich young man in the gospel echoes in the conscience of all of us: “What must
I do to inherit eternal life?” (Lk.18:18). Most of the times, the answer to our
question is - “You still lack onething” (Lk.18:22). That one thing is our failure
to choose the right thing. Right choice induced by right conscience involves
pain wherein one needs to submit oneself to the will of God.

What happens when one submits oneself to the will of God is clear in the
life of St. Peter. He fixed his eyes on Jesus, andthe impossible became possible
in his life. He was able to walk on the water. The moment he lost sight of
Jesus, he literally sank to the depth of water. It is my wish that every young
man and woman should come to the clear understanding that without a virtuous
conscience a meaningful life is not possible. If our body is the temple of God
our conscience is its holy of holies.

3. Artificial Intelligence — Inspirational Intelligence.

None of us need to be introduced to artificial intelligence. But, it is time
that we get introduced to the concept of inspirational intelligence. It is the sum
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total of a person’s ability to inspire, encourage, be adaptable, resilient, optimistic
and imaginative. It’s the most influential level of human intelligence and key
to unlock people’s potential. Inspiring leaders can inspire others towards big
goals and big success. Dear Friends, the life and mission of Jesus is in fact our
inspiration par excellence for all times. To have such an inspirational intelligence
the youth must immerse themselves in the Bible. The life of St. Francis Assisi
is still inspiring a lot of young people to commit their life for self-less service.
The life of St. Mother Theresa inspired the people irrespective of caste and
creed. So, to have a peaceful life in this world we need people with inspirational
intelligence.

May I recommend you to celebrate this Youth Day more meaningfully
in the respective units! The Church level Youth Day program will be held on
9™ October at Anandappally in the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta. I wish to remind
you that the offering of this day shall beremitted to the eparchial finance office.
Half of the offering is to be utilized for the youth ministry in the eparchy. I
request the eparchial finance officer to send the other half to the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia to be utilized for the activities of the youth ministry at
the ecclesial level. I do remember all those who serve the young people. It is
not enough that we form them as future leaders but we have to help them to
grow in relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us work together in forming
the youth as missionary disciples of Christ.

God bless you all !
Sd/-
% Bishop Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Youth,
Bishop of the Eparchy of Marthandom.

25.09.2022
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum.

N.B :This circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship
during the Holy Qurbono on 2 October, Sunday.
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