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Editorial
Renewal

The year 2023 marks a significant milestone in the Church’s renewal efforts.
The period from 2023 to 2025 has been designated for renewal across the
Catholic Church in Kerala, with a particular emphasis on the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. The Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Conference (KCBC) declared
these three years as a time for the spiritual and pastoral renewal of the Church
in Kerala. Similarly, the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church decided that this period would focus on renewal and ongoing formation
for all priests within the Church. These initiatives are part of the preparations
for the centenary celebration of the Reunion of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church in 2030. St. Paul’s words beautifully capture the spirit of this endeavor:
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on the day of salvation I
have helped you. See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of
salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). This indeed is a grace-filled time and a moment
of salvation for the Churches in Kerala, particularly for the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church.

1. Church Renewal Programme of KCBC

The renewal period of the Church in Kerala was scheduled from 5 June
2022 (Pentecost Day) to 8 June 2025 (Pentecost Day). The Church continues
her journey by listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit, as she has done since
the beginning of the early Church. Through the tradition of being a servant
model Church, an accompanying Church, a reconciling Church, and a
witnessing Church, she carries forward her ministry. It is both a challenge and
a mission for the Church to interpret the signs of the times in the light of the
Holy Spirit. The motto of the Church renewal programme in Kerala is “The
Church: the home which is being built in Christ.”” This motto is rooted in
the words of St. Paul to the Ephesians: “You are built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In
him, the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the

Lord” (Eph 2:20-22).
1.1. The Context of Renewal

The context of the renewal of the Church in Kerala is based on five key
areas:
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1. The universal Church is conducting a Synod of Bishops for a Synodal
Church. The new spirit inspired by the Synod’s motto, “Communion,
Participation, and Mission,” provides a strong foundation for renewal.

2. The Church in Kerala has recognized its mission and witnessing role in
the state, especially in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic.

3. There has been a growing awareness of the negative witnessing of the
communion among Churches in Kerala, which calls for introspection and
renewal.

4. The universal Church is preparing to celebrate the Jubilee Year in 2025
under the motto “Pilgrims of Hope.”

5. The universal Church is also planning to celebrate the Great Jubilee of
Salvation in 2033, marking a significant milestone in Christian history.

1.2. My Church, My Home

Though the members of the Church are diverse (Rom 12:5), all are chosen
in Christ from the beginning (Eph 1:4). All participate in His death and
resurrection, all have the right to receive the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:13), and all
live in the hope of the second coming of Jesus. While the Church consists of
various members, all are united in Christ as one body (1 Cor 12:12-26). As a
mother, the Church nurtures her children, and in return, all members are called
to protect and cherish her. The Church is the body and face of Christ in the
world, embodying His love and mission.

1.3. Areas of Renewal and Activities

The Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Conference (KCBC) decided that all matters
concerning the Bible, Church teachings, liturgy, theology, and canon law should
be addressed during this renewal period. The focus will be on various aspects
of Church ministry, including the role of bishops, the life and formation of
priests and religious, the community of faithful, families, dioceses, parishes,
family units, institutions, and apostolates.

The foundation of renewal is genuine and authentic conversion. This
conversion must be realized across all areas of the Church’s ministry. The
spirit of the Gospel should permeate every institution and ministry within the
Church.

Faith formation is among the most important ministries of the Church.
The system of faith formation must be renewed to meet the challenges of the
post-modern era, particularly for the benefit of children and youth. Faith
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formation should be rooted in a missionary spirit, centered on accepting Jesus
as Lord and Savior, and emphasizing the love of God and neighbor.

Many families are in desperate situations, struggling without much hope
after the COVID-19 pandemic. As such, the ministry of family apostolate must
be prioritized during this renewal period. Home missions in every diocese
should also be emphasized to address these challenges. To foster spiritual
awakening, the Church must promote authentic participation in the Eucharistic
celebration, Gospel preaching, retreats, sacraments, and sacramentals.

The renewal activities will take place at three levels:
1. Kerala Church level

2. Diocesan level

3. Ecclesiastical district/parish level.

The renewal will be implemented in three phases: First Phase (2022-2023):
Hearing and planning, Second Phase (2023—-2024): Programs for actual renewal,
Third Phase (2024-2025): Evaluation and follow-up of renewal.

2. Hudotho: Renewal and the Ongoing Formation of Priests

The Reunion movement led by Venerable Mar Ivanios, which brought the
Malankara Orthodox Church into full communion with the Catholic Church
on 20 September 1930, was one of the most successful Reunion Movements
of the twentieth century. The reunited Malankara faithful, now the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, is preparing to celebrate its Reunion Centenary
on 20 September 2030.

In preparation for this milestone, the Holy Episcopal Synod decided to
launch a renewal program for priests within the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. As part of the celebrations, it was resolved that all priests of the Church
should undergo an ongoing formation program at the Catholicate Centre in
Pattom. This program, named “Hudotho,” is derived from the Syriac word
Hudos, meaning renewal. Hudotho focuses on the renewal and ongoing
formation of priests.

The primary aim of Hudotho is to update and refresh priests’ theological,
liturgical, biblical, moral, social, and spiritual knowledge, as well as their
understanding of the teachings of the Church. The program also equips priests
to face contemporary challenges in their ministry, including:

1. Challenges from the secular world, such as social media attacks on priestly
life.
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2. Difficulties in meeting the demands of an increasingly complex and
fast-changing world.

3. The impact of a highly secularized society, where values are often
measured by wealth and material success, leading to growing disinterest
among the faithful in spiritual matters.

Hudotho is designed to revitalize the priestly ministry, enabling priests to
meet these challenges with renewed strength and a deeper sense of mission.

2.1. Objectives of the Ongoing Formation of Priests

The seminary program is limited in its duration and shaped by the
seminarians’ lack of real-world pastoral experience. Furthermore, seminaries
cannot fully anticipate future developments in theology or the challenges that
arise in pastoral ministry. For this reason, ongoing theological updating
(aggiornamento) remains a critical and continuous need for intellectual
formation throughout the priestly ministry. Specific areas of pastoral concern
that require authentic theological reflection include the lives of the faithful,
the parish, and the broader society.

In this context, the ongoing formation program focuses on the following
objectives:
1. To update knowledge on various theological subjects.
2. Toidentify more effective ways of preaching the Word of God to the faithful.
3. To provide updates on canon law and civil law.
4

To discuss and address various missionary challenges in the current
scenario.

5. To outline and understand the Church’s safe environment policies and
their implications.

6. To strengthen priests in addressing the challenges of daily life.

7. To offer insights into social media and its potential for evangelization.

8. To renew priestly commitment in alignment with the Synodality of the
Church.

9. To equip priests with new pastoral approaches.

10. To enhance practical skills in the following areas: Personal management,
Conflict resolution, financial management, Effective leadership in
meetings, Facilitation of parish communication
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2.2. Plan of Action

For the first time in history, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has
organized an ongoing formation program for all its priests. Six training programs
will be conducted over three years—2023, 2024, and 2025. Through these 18
sessions, 900 priests will participate, with 50 priests attending each training
program.

The ongoing formation aims to strengthen the knowledge and spirituality
of priests, enhancing their pastoral ministry. Gathering at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia Centre of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church provides
an opportunity for priests to learn more about the Church’s activities and its
shared mission. The head and father of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
along with other bishops, will address the groups, offering a platform to share
the vision for various ministries of the Church.

Ongoing formation is essential for priests as they continue to manifest the
love and grace of God in the world. St. John Paul II reminded us that the priest
is a “visible continuation and sacramental sign of Christ in his own position
before the Church and the world, as the enduring and ever-new source of
salvation” (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 16).

In this spirit, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has initiated this program
to provide ongoing training for its priests. We hope this initiative will
significantly contribute to strengthening priestly life within the Church and in
contemporary society.

Conclusion

St. Paul writes: “In order to make her holy, by cleansing her with the
washing of water by the Word, so as to present the Church to himself in splendor,
without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so that she may be holy
and without blemish” (Eph 5:26-27). The motto of Pope St. Pius X, “Renew
everything in Christ,” serves as a guiding principle for the Church’s mission
of renewal. These years are dedicated to renewing the Kerala Church and, in
particular, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in Christ.

- Editor
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THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY SEVENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 27 FEBRUARY to 3 MARCH 2023

Praise be to the Holy Name of God!
Your Excellencies,

I warmly welcome you to the Twenty Seventh Holy Episcopal Synod. I
specially welcome to Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos and Most Rev.
Antony Mar Silvanos, as this is for the first time that they are participating in
the Synod. And also I extend a special word of welcome to Most Rev. Philipose
Mar Stephanos for the presence in this Synod, especially after the challenges
posed by the pandemic.

The Church today is going through a challenging period. Regarding synodal
style of the governance at various levels of the Church Pope Francis was
constantly trying to teach. The Church is concerned about the way in which
Episcopal bodies from countries such as Germany interpret certain issues that
cause fear and anxiety among the lay faithful.

The commitment of KCBC to renew the Church in Kerala is worth mentioning.
All of you should be actively participated in this renewal programme. The
renewal of the church means the renewal of all baptized members, including
bishops, priests, religious, and the entire people of God.

We are quite worried about the Church’s difficulty in aligning with any political
party. Sometimes we have the pressure and temptation of political parties,
while at other times, the Church feels disappointed, frustrated, or even
threatened by political forces. We are called to live the Christian life and lead
the Christian community in very difficult and complicated times. This is not
an easy task.

Our discussions and suggestions in the Holy Synod should reflect the experience
of ecclesial communion rather than personal issues. I hope that this Episcopal
Synod will contribute a new insights into the various aspects of the Church’s
life.

May our deliberations during this Synod strengthen our Liturgy, discipline and
and patrimony of the Church.
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27" Holy Episcopal Synod

Invoke the assistance of the Holy Spirit and confiding the HES-in-session to
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I declared the 27" Holy Episcopal
Synod open.

% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

TWENTY-SEVENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
27 February-3 March 2023

REPORT
1. PRELIMINARY PART

The 27" Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod was held at the Catholicate Centre,
Pattom, from 27" February to 3™ March 2023. The Holy Episcopal Synod
began with a half-day recollection led by Rev. Fr. Daniel Poovannathil, in
which the Synod Fathers participated.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the Father and Head of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, convoked the 27" Holy Episcopal Synod
at 3:00 PM. The following Fathers were present: His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary), Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev.
Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Philipose Mar
Stephanos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios, Most
Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, Most Rev.
Mathews Mar Polycarpos, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom (Emeritus),
and Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios (Emeritus). Most Rev. Antony Mar
Silvanos, the Curia Bishop and Chancellor, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude warmly welcomed the Fathers of the Holy Episcopal Synod and
invoked the assistance of the Holy Spirit for all the sessions. He extended a
special word of welcome to Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos and Most
Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, as this was for the first time that they were
participating in the Synod. His Beatitude also expressed joy at the presence of
Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos, especially after the challenges posed by
the pandemic. His Beatitude noted that the Church is going through a
challenging period and mentioned how Pope Francis continues to teach about
the synodal style of governance at various levels of the Church. He reflected
on how Episcopal bodies in countries like Germany are interpreting these points,
causing concern and confusion among the faithful.
17



26" Holy Episcopal Synod

His Beatitude also spoke about the Kerala Catholic Bishops” Council (KCBC)
and its commitment to renewing the Church in Kerala. He advised the bishops
to actively participate in this renewal programme, emphasizing that the renewal
of the Church encompasses all baptized members, including bishops, priests,
religious, and the entire people of God. His Beatitude touched on the complex
political situation, expressing the Church’s difficulty in aligning with any
political party. He noted that political parties sometimes pressurize or tempt
the Church, while at other times, the Church feels disappointed, frustrated, or
even threatened by political forces. He acknowledged that living and leading
the Christian community in such complicated times is not an easy task.

His Beatitude stressed that the discussions and suggestions in the Holy Synod
should reflect the experience of ecclesial communion rather than personal
issues. He expressed his hope that the 27" Holy Episcopal Synod would bring
new insights into the various aspects of the Church’s life. He wished that the
deliberations during this Synod would strengthen the liturgical, disciplinary,
and ecclesial patrimony of the Church, invoking the guidance of the Holy
Spirit throughout the Synod’s sessions.

His Beatitude shared that the brother of Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius had
passed away recently, and many bishops attended the funeral. He also expressed
his sorrow at the passing away of his sister, Rev. Sr. Joice SIC, on 3 December
in Bathery. He conveyed his family’s gratitude to the bishops who attended the
burial service. The Holy Episcopal Synod remembered and prayed for the
deceased. His Beatitude then declared the Holy Episcopal Synod officially
open.
2. Presentation of the Agenda

1. Inaugural Address & Welcome : His Beatitude
. Presentation and Evaluation of the Report
Submission of Catholicos Day Offerings
Subsecreto Items
Meeting with Religious Superior Generals
Revision of CPCSMMC (Particular Law)
Meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions
Liturgical Matters
Meeting with the Major Seminarians
10 Meeting with the Major Seminary Staff
11. Evaluation of the Major Seminary Academic year
12. Ministry for the Young Couples in SMCC- Evaluation

18

O 0N U A W



Report

13. Account Presentation of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
14. Appointments of Secretaries to Synodal Commissions
15. Ongoing Formation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Priests —
Evaluation
16. Ministries of the Members of the Suvisesha Sangam
17. Matters related to Gurgaon Diocese
18. Family Apostolate
19. Appointment of new Regents
20. New Agendas from Bishops for Discussion
21. Planning of common celebrations
15 July - Mar Ivanios Day
Reunion - 20 September
22. Any other subjects with the approval of the President
23. Concluding Address of His Beatitude

The items in the agenda were unanimously agreed upon by the Fathers. The
HES agreed to the proposal of HB to visit Mount Carmel Retreat Centre for
the blessing of the new building on 3™ March at 12.00 pm after concluding the
HES. HES proposed that HB could collect opinions from the seminarians in
writing to understand more specifically The Malankara Major Seminary affairs
and the Synod could visit the seminary during this session in order to interact
with the seminarians on the basis of their opinions.

1. Submission of the Catholicons Day Offerings
The Fathers of the Synod Presented to the offering to HB

1. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - Rs. 1,000,000/-
2. Archieparchy of Tiruvalla - Rs. 700,000/-
3. Eparchy of Bathery - Rs. 500,000/-
4. Eparchy of Marthandam - Rs. 300,000/-
5. Eparchy of Mavelikkara - Rs. 350,000/-
6. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha - Rs. 200,000/-
7. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta: - Rs. 400,000/-
8. Eparchy of Puttur - Rs. 155,000/-
9. Eparchy of Parassala - Rs. 100,000/-
10. Eparchy of Gurgaon-Delhi - Rs. 200,000/-
11. Eparchy of USA and Canada - US $ 12000/-

12. Eparchy of St. Ephrem Khadki- Pune - Rs. 100,000/-
19



27" Holy Episcopal Synod
2. Reports of the 26™ Holy Episcopal Synod and the Extraordinary Synod
on 20-9-2022

The report of the 26™ ordinary HES was discussed and the Fathers passed
the report unanimously with some minor corrections.
1. Proposed by Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas
2. Seconded by Most. Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios

The report of the Extra Ordinary Synod on 20" September 2022 at Tiruvalla
was presented and passed unanimously
1. Proposed by Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios
2. Seconded by Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose

5. Pastoral Provisions

HB presented the pastoral provisions outside India.
UK

At present seven Priests are working in the UK for the Syro-Malankara
Catholic communities.

1. Very Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Thadathail (Tiruvalla) is working as the coordinator
of the Syro —Malankara Catholic communities and he is the pastor of the
Birmingham English parish.

2. Rev. Fr. Jibu Mathew (Marthandom) is working as the associate pastor and
assistant to Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Thadathil. He is in charge of Bristol,
Gloucester, Cardiff parishes.

3. Rev. Fr. Louis Charuvila Puthenveed (Bathery) is in charge of Manchester,
Sheffield, Liverpool parishes.

4. Rev. Fr. James Elenjikal (Pathanamthitta) is in charge of Nottingham and
Northampton parishes.

5. Rev. Fr. Lukose Kannimel (Mavelikara) is in charge of Glasgow, Belfast,
Aberdeen

6. Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Tiruvalil (Mavelikara) is in charge of East London, Luton,
Ashford, Croydon.

7. Rev. Fr. Daniel Plavila (Trivandrum) is in charge of West London,
Southampton, Ipswich.

These seven Priests are working for the Syro Malankara Catholic communities
in the UK while serving also in English parishes. Birmingham Archbishop
most Rev. Lonely is very favorable to us and he appointed Rev. Fr. Kuriakose
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Report
Thadathil as pastor.
IRELAND

1. Rev. Fr. Cherian Thazhamon (Tiruvalla)
He is staying and working in Dublin parish and he is the coordinator of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic communities in Ireland.

2. Rev. Fr. Varghese Angadiyil (Tiruvalla) is in charge of the parish Cork.
3. Rev. Fr. Abraham Assariparmpil (Bathery) is in charge of Ganveel.

4. In Belfast we have a community of 25 families and a mission station could
be opened soon.

AUSTRALIA

1. Rev. Fr. Stephen Kulathumkarottt (Mavelikkara) is in Adelaide and is working
as the coordinator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic communities in Australia.
He will return to India immediately and Rev. Fr. Premkumar will take charge
as the coordinator.

2. Rev. Fr. Premkumar (Marthandam) is working in Brisbane.

3. Rev. Fr. Philip Vettikatt is working in Melbourne.

4. Rev. Fr. Babu Kizhakekara is preparing to go to Australia.

5. Rev. Fr. Rony Varghese is also preparing to go to Adelaide parish.

NEW ZEELAND

1. Rev. Fr. Daniel Kulangara is working at Oakland diocese and working for
the Syro-Malankara Catholic community there.

SINGAPORE
Rev. Fr. Sam is working for the Syro-Malankara Catholic community in
Singapore.
GERMANY
1. Rev. Fr. Santhosh Koikaleth (Trivandrum) is working as the coordinator of

the Syro-Malankara Catholic communities in Germany. At present he is
staying in a German parish at Frankfurt.

2. Rev. Fr. Joseph Chelamparampath (Bathery) is in charge of the community
in Bonn.

3. Rev. Fr. Jacob Vazhakunnath (Tiruvalla) who is working in Munster diocese
is in charge of the Malankara faithful there.

4. Rev. Fr. Paul Mathew OIC who is working in Aachandiocese is in charge of
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the Malankara Community in Aachan.

5. Rev. Fr. Samuel Plavila OIC who is working for the Paderborn diocese is in
charge of the Malankara community there.

6. Rev. Fathers who are studying in Eichstadt are also working for the Syro-
Malankara Catholic community in Germany.

SWITZERLAND

1. Rev. Fr. Joseph Chavadimuruppel is the coordinator in Switzerland and he
is in charge of the community in Zurich and Basel.

2. Rev. Fr. Josekunju Kalariparampil helps out in Bern in an unofficial way.

AUSTRIA

Rev. Fr. Shaiju Mathew OIC is in charge of the Syro-Malankara community
in Vienna.

ROME

Rev. Fr. Benedict Perumuttath is staying in Rome and he is working as a
Special Pastor of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Community there.

MALTA

There is acommunity in Malta and Rev. Fr. Benedict Perumuttath is in
charge of the community there.

GULF

There is a new center in Bahrain and there is a new bishop in Bahrain who
is from France, a member of a Trinitarian Community, and he succeeds Bishop
Camillo Balin. HB is trying to get a priest appointed for our community in
Bahrain. We are waiting for the new arrangements in Bahrain. Abu Dabi: Bishop
Martinelli, successor to Bp. Paul Hinter, is in charge. HB mentioned the
possibility of changing our coordinator in the Gulf region. The HES discussed
the salary of the priests who are working outside India and evaluated the
contribution of each priest to the eparchy.

HOLY LAND

Pastoral concerns were raised about the families who were working in
Israel. It was mentioned that Israel accepts mostly singles and not families for
job. HB informed that he would be seeking the possibility of getting some
place for our Spiritual Services in Holy Land.

6. COMMON DISCUSSION

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios shared the view that if he would getsome
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priests from other eparchies, he could seek the possibility of finding a placement
for them in Europe and this would positively resolve the financial crisis in
Gurgaon eparchy. He also expressed his anxiety about the poor responses of
the eparchies who adopted the mission areas. His Beatitude clarified that the
missionparishes should have a project on the needs of the particular mission
andit should be discussed with the bishop who adopted that particular mission
and the eparchy should provide the possible financial assistance. Collecting
money from each parish by sending mission preachers was not considered a
welcome suggestion. Abp. Mar Koorilos asked about the norm of receiving
priests/seminarians from other dioceses and other Churches. His Beatitude
said that the priests from the Syro-Malankara Catholic dioceses and Bethany
Ashram could work in the eparchies of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
with the proper consent of the bishops. As per the Canon Law the incardination
of a priest to any eparchy should be with the proper consent of both the relieving
and receiving bishops. Incardinating priests from outside the Syro-Malankara
Catholic community needs very serious inquiry and it should be done with
much caution. HB added that those priests who would like to join the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church from other communities should undergo proper
Malankara formation for sufficient number of years.

7. Particular Law

HB said that the renewal of the particular law was a must and it was
entrusted with a commission. Sufficient time must be given for the correction
and updating of the particular law.

Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios proposed that we have to mention the
name of Rev. Fr. Placid Podippara CMI in the introduction of our particular
law. It was he who prepared the “Fontes Iuris Canonici Malankaresi” and he
took three years to collect all the documents for our canonical sources. Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignatios suggested that the history of the Syro Malankara
Catholic Church should be updated in the particular law. Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Makarios said that the original documents which Mar Ivanios wrote to
Rome for reunion could be presented in the introduction, if available. Mar
Julios also suggested that as Mooron Koodasha is a great ecclesial event, in
presenting the history this important event should not be omitted. The date,
place, time of the Mooronkoosadha and who consecrated it and the name of
the bishops who participated in it could be mentioned. HB shared that the
grandson of Fr. Moolamannil Thomas, the Malpan Achan, has some documents
related to the Reunion Movement and he would hand it over to him. Mar
Julios informed that he visited the library of Pazhaya Seminary Kottayam about
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30 years ago and the librarian at that time told him that some documents written
by Mar Ivanios were kept in the library. Access to them could be an issue. At
that time the Librarian(a priest) mentioned to Mar Julios about the efficient
leadership of Mar Ivanios in the establishment of the “Catholicate” status in
the Malankara. HB added that an elderly priest near Vallikkattu Dayara who
was his relative told him that the Parumala Synod entrusted Mar Ivanios with
the responsibility to seek reunion with Rome. When everything became positive
for Reunion only Mar Ivanios and Mar Theophilos accepted the decision and
other bishops rejected it.

During the discussion of the particular law the HES unanimously felt that the
following matters would be considered as Decisions:

1. All the bishops use red cassock during the following celebrations:

1. Priestly ordination 2. Episcopal ordination 3. MooronKoodasha 4.
Mooron Koodasha of a New Church 5. Washing of the feet on Maundy
Thursday (Pesaha).

2. The Eparchial bishop must inform in writing to the Major Archbishop
Catholicos about his retirement six months before the completion of the
age 75.

3. Only the eparchy from where the eparchial bishop retires has the claim of
the possessions of the retired bishop after his death.

4. Those bishops emeriti who have not surpassed the age of 80 retain the right
to cast the vote in the election of the Major Archbishop Catholicos, the
Father and the Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. However, after
retirement they do not have right to vote on other occasions including that
of the election of the bishops, erection of new eparchies, etc.

5. The duration of the term of office of the parish committee including Trustee
and Secretary (Kaikaran and Kanakkan) will be two years as far as possible
and this would come to effect from 1* April 2023 onwards with the new
election. The Eparchial bishop in particular case could grant exception after
consulting HB.

The revision of the particular law (CPCSMCC) will be updated and presented
in the next HES. The HES felt that there was no need to present it to Ap. See
and get the approval unless it was a matter that would differ from the general
discipline in CCEO or other legislations given by the Supreme Pontiff.

8. Major Superiors Meet
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HB welcomed all the three major superiors: V. Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC,
Rev. Mother Ardra SIC, Rev. Mother Lydia DM and each of them spoke briefly.

Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC: suggested to call all the provincials together
in the sessions of the HES and to hear them personally. It would also be helpful
for understanding common information about the Church and its needs. He
also requested for the updation of the canonization process of Mar Ivanios, the
servant of God. Canonical visitation to the Ashrams is important and should
be considered as part of religious life. All the provincials and the Major
Superiors should visit the eparchial bishop officially once a year. Common
appointments and information can be shared to the Superior General and
provincials. BBS (Bethany Bible Study) can be promoted to the parishes. Issues
related to Bethany and the diocese can be settled as early as possible. He shared
that Archbishop Felix Machado, the Apostolic Visitator, visited many Ashrams
and heard many priests and he would present the report as early as possible to
the Dicastery.

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas said that the minimum period of parish
ministry of the priests of Bethany should be three years. Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios said that Catholicos, the Father and Head of the Syro- Malankara
Catholic Church has the right for canonical visitation to the Generalate and
provincialate of the Bethany Ashram.

Rev. Sr. Lydia DM: She also shared the same view of inviting all the provincials
to the synod and it would be a good chance for them to meet personally all the
bishops in the Synod. She expressed the joy of working together with the bishops
and she added that the sisters are experiencing the freedom of good relationship
with the bishops in the various issues and needs. She shared that HB has been
always very friendly to them especially at the time of difficulty. She added
that Bava Tirumeni and all the bishops were very close to the sisters and she
expressed her joy and she thanked the entire bishop for their concern and love.
Even though there were some issues with the priests, the cooperation with the
priests has been on the whole positive and contributive. About the “Shimo
Namaskaram” in English she said that it was a positive step, and the sisters
found it very helpful, though it is a bit too large to be held in the hand. She
further expressed the need of the English prayer book for the great Lent. Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos responded that the work was already done and it
would be available in the middle of the Lent. She expressed deep concern over
the sharp decline in religious vocation especially in Kerala and these concerns
can be presented in the new apostolate “Accompanying Young Families”.

She said that there should be common arrangements for the food allowances
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of the priests to the respective convents. She also highlighted the need of youth
catechesis in the Church and there should be some arrangements for that. She
said that there are 986 sisters in DM congregation at present. She informed
that various programs were arranged in relation to the Ruby Jubilee of Msgr
Joseph Kuzhinjalil and his 40" death anniversary would be commemorated on
23 August 2023 at Marthandom and she invited all the bishops to participate
in the Holy Qurbono.

Rev. Sr. Ardra SIC: shared about the various programs conducted within the
Bethany community: Ivanian spirituality retreat, classes related to synodality,
religious spirituality, mission empowerment, motivation classes, etc. She added
that Bethany sisters are serving directly in 650 parishes of the Syro- Malankara
Catholic Church and mission centers in Bilaspur, Andra, Telegnana, Tripura,
Aurangabad, Kamagiri, etc. As part of the spiritual effects of the Canonization
process of Mar Ivanios, various ministries and initiatives were introduced for
strengthening families. 43000 students participated in the educational programs
of Bethany Sisters. Hostel facilities are given to 1500 students for education in
Bethany hostels and economically poor students are staying without payments.
Hospital ministry is done in 8 centers and pain and palliative care centers are
encouraged. Rehabilitation centers, social service centers, centers for differently
abled children are conducted by the Bethany sisters. Helping the poor families,
street evangelization ministry, hospital ministry, distribution of food, media
ministry are the areas of the service of the Bethany sisters. Rs. 3 Crores were
spent for the ministry of the poor. The centenary of the Bethany sisters will be
celebrated after the Reunion Day celebrations 2024. She said that there are
818 sisters in Bethany SIC congregation at present.

She shared the crisis in the Ethiopian mission. One convent was closed
down due to the terrorist attack. She explained about the new vocations in
religious life in Ethiopia. HB cleared that there are some canonical procedures
to follow for admitting the candidates from Ethiopia (New sisters would belong
to which Church?) and it should be discussed in the higher body of the Bethany
Sisters.

9. Meeting With the Synodal Commissions

In the meeting of the Synodal commissions, HB highlighted the fact of the
forthcoming centenary of the Reunion Movement in 2030. In view of this
reunion centenary the whole Church will have to be filled with new enthusiasm,
renewal and pastoral eagerness. All the commissions should chalk out programs
in this line. HB invited all for a genuine introspection as to how the
Commissions are functioning. HB proposed to the secretaries to make use of
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the infrastructure in the Catholicate Centre for efficient functioning. The Curia
bishop pointed out that the cooperation of each commission would be needed.

Secretaries of all the 18 commissions participated in the meeting and
presented brief reports of their functioning and proposals for the coming year.
HB thanked the secretaries and urged all to work hard so that the Church might
benefit from these efforts.

10. St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary

The Fathers of the Synod visited Malankara Major Seminary and met the
staff and students together in the chapel. V. Rev. Fr. Sunny Kavuvila welcomed
HB and all the Fathers of the Synod. HB said that the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church would be celebrating the centenary of the Reunion Movement. HB
said that the Synod Fathers visited the seminary because the seminary formation
is a major concern for the Church. Formation is basically being and becoming.
Each one should personally start to form oneself with the help of the Holy
Spirit. Formation should begin from oneself. Formation is a personal
commitment which comes from each person. If one is open enough to form
himself, he will be formed. We have the spiritual, academic and human
formation.

HB told the seminarians that the bishops came to the seminary to listen to
them. He further said that the last time the seminarians did not speak in common,
but this time they are given the opportunity to write to him personally without
mentioning their names. HB said that in matters related to the liturgy the rector
should guide seminarians according to the Tookasa of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. HB added that we are not supposed to alter the Thookasa.
He promised that the matter of the spiritual father would be considered
immediately. Regarding the mission, HB advised to follow the rules of the
seminary and individual exceptions could be given by the Rector. Regarding
the preparation of the personal evaluation, it seemed, new reports were given
each year. The proposal regarding the appointment of a psychologist in the
seminary would be considered positively.

Regarding the vacations, HB said that during both the Christmas vacation
and summer vacation the seminarians get enough time to visit their families
and only in summer holidays the students have some programs. HB added that
intellectual formation is not for the sake of examinations but for the personal
understanding of mysteries of salvation and the Church. Renewal of the syllabi
and the curriculum could be discussed with the commission.

Regarding the seminary day collection HB added that the faithful of our
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parishes responded very positively to the needs of the seminary. Speaking about
the centenary of the Reunion movement, HB said that everybody should
strengthen the Church with new vigor and vitality. HB shared his joy at the
personal commitment of the seminarians to the Church. HB thanked the
seminarians for their personal responses and HB assured good results regarding
the concerns. HB congratulated the seminarians for the collection of Rs. 455000/
- for the mission Sunday.

HB expressed his gratitude to the rector and the staff for their generous
service in the seminary. HB expressed his gratitude for the service of the sisters
in the seminary. He showed his appreciation to the seminary commission.

11. Meeting with the Staff in the Seminary

HB cordially welcomed all the teaching staff in the seminary. The rector
presented a report about the seminary. He shared that the previous year the
seminary day collection was 59,67,143/00. POC conducted a meeting of the
rectors of various seminaries in the context of the renewal of the Church in
Kerala. He told that a group of mission people from Nagaland visited our
seminary. He added that the diploma course in the seminary for the outsiders
was for two years and Fr. Jolly Karimpil was in Charge. The present year 117
persons completed the course and it was conducted online. He presented the
report to the HES and the report was approved by the HES.

Rev. Fr. Raju Parukoor, finance officer of the seminary presented the
financial report from 1*April, 2022 to 31*January 2023. He commented that
the financial situation of the seminary was not positive and the big help through
last years’ seminary day collection should be continued. He requested for the
immediate basic maintenance of the seminary building.

A proposal for the English language course for the fourth year students of
the minor seminary was presented and proposal was that it could be conducted
in the major seminary. Everybody shared the opinion that it was a burden for
the major seminary and a suitable place could be found for the language course.

Proposals and decision:

1.The seminary day collection from the parishes could be continued.

2. In order to be qualified for the B.Th. degree, a student has to attain a minimum
of 70% marks both in comprehensive and oral examinations. A student who
fails in these examinations at the first appearance may be given one more
chance after one month. To award BTh Degree the minimum requirement
of 70% marks is to be continued.

3. Those who passed in the second attempt in this academic year 2022-2023
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would also be considered for BTh Degree.

. New spiritual fathers and professors for the Major Seminary would be

appointed this year.

. The decision to restructure the seminary curriculum was approved. Most

Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose, the chairman of the seminary commission would
be in charge of the infrastructure, construction of the building alongside
with all other related matters. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius would be in
charge of the academic affairs. Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios would be in
charge of spiritual matters in the seminary. The chairman would coordinate
the commission.

6.The seminary day collection could be continued every year and it would be a

7.

collection for both minor seminary and the major seminary.

In order to complete the theology course each student should get 60% of
marks for both oral and written examinations. Those who fail in the first
chance, may get second chance after one month. If they fail a second time
the local ordinary would take further decisions. If there would be a third
attempt, the examination should be conducted in the seminary itself. The
matter would be communicated to the concerned parents of the students.

13. Presentation of the annual accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Rev. Fr. Thomas Madukammoottil, Finance officer, presented the accounts

of the Curia till 31% December 2022. Some clarifications were asked and the
necessary explanations were given. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
proposed the report to be passed and Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos
supported. The financial report was passed unanimously.

14. Decisions and Proposals on Reunion Celebration

1.

Mar Ivanios day would be held on July 15" Saturday 2023. HES shared the
plan of inviting His Beatitude Pizzabella, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem
for the Mar Ivanios Day of this year. HES decided to start Ivanian Padayatra
again this year. HES suggested that there would be no Kaivaipu of
Suviseshasangam during the Mar Ivanios Day. HES proposed to conduct
seminars and talks on the life of Mar Ivanios in all the institutions of the

Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in connection with Mar Ivanios Day July
15%,

2. HES decided to celebrate the Reunion Day on 21-09-2023 at Muvattupuzha

and restricted the celebrations to just one day. HES resolved to invite the
Prefect of the Dicastery for the Eastern Churcher as the chief guest. HES
decided that the celebration of the Holy Qurbono and the address of HB to
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the faithful would be conduction in the morning and the meetings of MCA,
MCYM andMCCL could be conducted in the afternoon and the programme
could concluded with the Eucharistic adoration.

15. Common Matters

- Accompanying young Families: During the discussion regarding the
apostolate of accompanying young families, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius
said that it would be better to appoint a priest exclusively for this rather than
letting the director of the Family Apostolate hold both offices.

- Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, chairman of the Suvisesha Sangam shared
that the formation of the Suvisesha Sangam in the Ecclesiastical Districts
was going on and the number of participants was around hundred in each
districts.

- Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas agreed to provide one seminarian for regency
at the Catholicate centre 2023-2024 year.

- Most Rev. Thomas Anthonios presented the financial situation in the diocese
of Gurgaon. He appointed Mr. PM. George Pune to study the financial
situation. Mr. P.M. George shared that there was no adequate income and
expenditure documents till 2015. About the audit report from 2015 to 2022
he observed that there was mismanagement in loan repayment. Even though
there was enough flow of money in every year, the repayment of loan was
notattended to.

Regarding the huge financial debt of the Eparchy of Gurgaon, the request
of Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios to sell the new property of Gurgaon
along with school was approved by the HES. HES authorized Mar Anthonios
to expedite the matter and clear the bank loan at the earliest and HB would
give the official letter of authorization.

16. Liturgical Matters

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the chairman of the Commission for
liturgy, informed that the liturgical text for the marriage celebration of disparity
of cult was ready for printing and the liturgical text for a shorter form of marriage
(especially for marriages after the earlier marriage wasdeclared null and void
by the ecclesiastical tribunals) was also ready. He added that the text for the
Mooron Koodahsa in one day was already completed and the new Shimo
Namaskaram with more Psalms was also prepared. He said that guidelines
must be given for the use of the sound system in the church.

16. Proposals and Decisions:
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Carrying Statues of Saints during processions as part of the parish feast is
strictly prohibited.

Bishops should wear the golden Masanapsa during Holy Qurbono.
When the bishop is present he alone says Shuboholabo...

Black cassock(Puram kuppayam) should be used during the divine offices,
sacramentals and confession and Eucharistic Adoration.

Priests are not allowed to use the hand sleeba during the Euchariastic
celebration.

A guide line for Church choir and the use of loud speaker and mikesshould
be publishedand the choir masters should be called together and given
directions about the choir and the moderate use of the sound system and
instruments.

The service of Sr. Grace SIC who has PHD in psychology could be utilized
in the seminary for counseling.

New spiritual fathers and professors for the major seminary would be
appointed this year.

Rev. Fr. Gigi Philip Charivupurayidoamwould be the next Rector of the
Malankara Major Seminary..

Rev. Fr. Godjoywould be appointed as spiritual father of the Major
seminary in the new academic year.

Rev. Fr. Thomas Poovannalcould be appointed professor for counseling
in the Major Seminary.

A new name for Malankara Caritas would be proposed and there should
be 7 members from 7 states: 1. Bp. Thomas Mar Anthonios ( Maharashtra)
2. Bp. Antony Mar Silvanos (Kerala) 3. Bp. Geevarghese Mar Makarios
(Karnadaka) 4.Fr. George Vettikattil (Tamilnadu) 5. (Delhi) 6. (Haryana)
7. (Punjab)

A three day initiation course would be conducted for the first year
philosophy students in the Catholicate centre after May 20™ 2023.

HB proposed Rev. Fr. Philip Dayananth, Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Nediath
to the status of Ramban, Rev. Fr. Varkey Attupuram, Rev. Fr. John Karavila,
to the status of Corepiscopo.

Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios proposed Re. Fr. Jose Chamakala to the
status of Ramban, Rev. Fr. Augustine Pulimattom, Rev. Fr. Kurumpileth,
Rev. Fr. John Thundiyath to the status of Corepiscopo.

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas proposed Rev. Fr. Mathew Karuvalil to
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the status of Corepiscopo.

17. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios proposed Rev. Fr. Eldo
Puthenkandathil to the status of Corepiscopo.

18. Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose proposed Rev. Fr. Premkumar and Rev.
Fr. S. Varughese to the status of Corepiscopo. The other dioceses may
propose the names at their convenience.

19. Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos presented the present status of the
Eparchy in USA and Canada. He said that the school and the auditorium
attached to the bishop’s House in New York were purchased with 2.5
million Dollars.

20. Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos explained the details of the pilgrim centre
of St. Devasahayam Pillai at Marthandom where he was persecuted. The
diocese has 7 cents of land there and a small Church.

21. Most. Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios and Most. Rev. Antony Mar Silvanoswere
appointed by HB to study and submit the report on the issue related to the
Surat Parish and the Bethany Ashram.

22. The remuneration for priests in the Syro- Malankara Catholic Church could
be decided by the concerned Eparchy and it might be opportune to know
the salary system in the other eparchies.

23. The priests having food from the convents should pay a minimum of Rs.
3000/ per month from April 2023.

24. The guidelines for the Family Apostolate and the Mothers Forum were
presentpresented in the HES and a decision would be taken in the next
synod.

25. The followings themes were discussed during the Synod for press release:
Buffer Zone issues, Religious freedom, Drugs and Narcotics, Family
relationship, Greenfield highway, Religious harmony, etc.

26. The Malankara Catholic TV could be utilized to give formation and
clarification on liturgical and other pertinent issues.

The next extraordinary Synod will be held at Muvattupuzha on 20"
September 2023 at 6.00.pm.

17. Subsecreto Matters

18. Concluding Message of HB
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In his concluding message, His Beatitude expressed concern over certain
tendencies observed in the life of the present Church scenario, particularly in
the area of liturgy. He noted the presence of both extremist tendencies on the
one hand and liberal and overly free attitudes on the other. In the current
scenario, many social media posts are disrupting the life of the Church.
Regarding the sections on Popular Piety, His Beatitude stated that the Church
has organically embraced some common and popular pious practices from
other Catholic Churches, incorporating them with its own adaptations and
syncretization. However, the Church does not support these extreme views.
His Beatitude also mentioned that Malankara Catholic TV could provide
clarifications on liturgical matters for those with questions. His Beatitude shared
the personal pains and struggles of each bishop and expressed gratitude to all
for their cooperation, especially during difficult times. He extended his best
wishes for a blessed Lent and gave early Easter greetings. Afterward, the
Synodal Secretary congratulated His Beatitude on his Consecration Day, 5"
March, on behalf of the entire Church, acknowledging his unique leadership
and significant role in society. Invoking God’s blessings through the intercession
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, upon all and the Church, His
Beatitude declared the Holy Episcopal Synod closed. He concluded with a
short prayer and imparted his Apostolic blessing.

At the concluding message HB expressed his concern over some tendencies
seen at present in the life of the Church, esp., in the field of liturgy — some
extremist tendencies on the one hand and some liberalist and free attitude on
the other. In the present scenario many social media postings appear which
disturb the life of the Church. ConcerningPopular Piety, HB said that the Church
has been imbibing in an organic manner some of the common and popular
pious practices from other Catholic Churches with our own adaptations and
synchronization. The Church does not share the extreme views that are
sometimes expressed. HB mentioned that the Malankara Catholic TV could
give some clarifications about the doubts related to the liturgical matters.

HB shared the personal pains and the struggles of each bishop and thanked
all for the cooperation, especially at the time of difficulties. HB wished all a
wonderful lent and anticipated Easter greetings. Thereafter the Synodal
Secretary congratulated HB on his Consecration Day, the 5" of March on behalf
of the entire church for HB’s unique leadership and place in the society at
large.

Invoking God’s blessings through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God on all and the Church, HB declared the HES closed.
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With a short prayer HB imparted his Apostolic blessing.

*Thomas Mar Koorilos
HES Secretary

¥ Antony Mar Silvanos
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWENTY SEVENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD ON 27 FEBRUARY - 3 MARCH 2023

Dear Bishops,

In the current scenario, many social media posts are disrupting the life of
the Church. Regarding the sections on Popular Piety, His Beatitude stated that
the Church has organically embraced some common and popular pious practices
from other Catholic Churches, incorporating them with its own adaptations
and syncretization. However, the Church does not support these extreme views.
His Beatitude also mentioned that Malankara Catholic TV could provide
clarifications on liturgical matters for those with questions. His Beatitude shared
the personal pains and struggles of each bishop and expressed gratitude to all
for their cooperation, especially during difficult times. He extended his best
wishes for a blessed Lent and gave early Easter greetings. Afterward, the
Synodal Secretary congratulated His Beatitude on his Consecration Day, 5"
March, on behalf of the entire Church, acknowledging his unique leadership
and significant role in society. Invoking God’s blessings through the intercession
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, upon all and the Church, His
Beatitude declared the Holy Episcopal Synod closed. He concluded with a
short prayer and imparted his Apostolig blessing.

At the concluding message HB expressed his concern over some tendencies
seen at present in the life of the Church, esp., in the field of liturgy — some
extremist tendencies on the one hand and some liberalist and free attitude on
the other. In the present scenario many social media postings appear which
disturb the life of the Church. ConcerningPopular Piety, HB said that the Church
has been imbibing in an organic manner some of the common and popular



THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(20" September 2023 - Muvattupuzha)

REPORT
1. Introduction

The extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church was held on 20" September 2023 at 6.00 pm at the Malankara Catholic
Bishop’s house, Muvattupuzha. The members who participated in the Synod
were: HB Moran Mor Baselios Cardianal Cleemis Catholicos (President of
the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Samuel
Mar Irenios, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar
Paulose, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Makarios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, Most Rev. Antony Mar
Silvanos, Most Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom (Emeritus), and Most Rev. Abraham Ma Julios (Emeritus). The
absence of the Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephnos, the bishop of USA and
Canada, was approved legitimate. Most Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos, the Curia
Bishop and the Chancellor, recorded the minutes.

His Beatitude began the Synod with a prayer and he cordially welcomed
all the fathers of the Synod. HB told that this synod was in the context of the
celebration of the 93 Anniversary of the Reunion Movement. HB congratulated
the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha all the faithful, priests, religious and especially
the bishop, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius for their enthusiasm and
leadership.

HB also congratulated Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius for the
construction of the new clergy home. HB expressed his well wishes to Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius, and Most
Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios on the occasion of their Episcopal ordination
anniversary. HB said that the Syro-Malankara Catholic church was heading
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Report

towards the centenary of the Reunion Movement in 2030 and the next 6 years
would be a time of intense preparation. The whole Church should be empowered
and programmes should be planned to celebrate this big event in the most
fitting manner. By invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit HB declared the
extraordinary HES inaugurated.

W O 0 3O Lt A W N~ N

. Proposed Agenda

. Inaugural Address and Welcome: His Beatitude

. Financial situation of the St.Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary
. Canonical Provision for UK

. Financial situation of the Eparchy of Gurgaon-Delhi

. Completion of the Centinary Jubilee Housing project

. Preparation for Centenary: Year of the Word of God

. Suviseshasangam- Mar Ivanios

. Syro-Malankara Youth Catechesis

. Matters related to Catholicate

. Financial Situation of the Malankara Major Seminary

Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulose presented the financial situation of the
Malankara Major Seminary and he informed the present debt of twenty lakhs.
He mentioned also the names of the eparchies that have not paid the annual
fees of their students. After the discussion the following Proposals and

decisions were taken:

1.

HES felt that His Beatitude alone could solve these issues and requested
him to take the lead in easing out the financial burden of the Major Seminary.
His Beatitude agreed to it and said that he would do this in consultation
with the seminary commission.

. It was proposed that the bills should be sent to the respective eparchies at

the end of each quarter and not at the end of the year.

. Decided to explore some income generating possibilities of the land owned

by the Seminary.

. Regarding the Mission Exposure programme for the seminarians, the HES

felt that a proper evaluation was necessary before taking a decision.

. Decided to appoint resident professors in the Seminary for Canon Law,

Moral Theology, and Liturgy.
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6.

4.

Future Professors for the Seminary should be selected from our Seminary
students themselves. Each eparchy should consider this very important and
free some brilliant students for this purpose. It may be better if they were
allowed to complete licentiate in our country. They could be sent for higher
studies after two years teaching in the Seminary, and appoint them as
professors after the completion of their higher study.

. Decided to send a few competent priests who were recently ordained and

have done two years parish ministry, for licentiate this year itself.

Financial situation of the Eparchy of Gurgaon-Delhi

1. The Synod responded positively to the project presented by Rev. Fr.Varghese

Vallikkat, Vicar General of the Eparchy of Gurgaon.

. The Synod entrusted Bava Thirumeni to enquire whether Mr. YoosafAli

would be interested to buy the school and land of the eparchy of Gurgaon.

3. The Synod expressed its willingness to help the missions in the best way
possible.

4. Each eparch promised an amount to help the Eparchy of Gurgaon in its
present financial crisis. Thus :

Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis - 10,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos - 10,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas - 10,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius - 5,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios - 5,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios - 5,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Antony Mar Silvanos - 5,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Abraham Mar Julios - 2,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos - 2,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius -2,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Yohanon Mar Chrysostom - 2,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Geevarghese Mar Makarios - 2,00,000/-

Most. Rev. Mathews Mar Polycarpos - 2,00,000/-

S.
1.

Rs. 62,00,000/- Sixty two lakhs
Other Proposals and decisions

Lectio Divino (Divine Reading of the Bible) would be conducted in each
parish under the leadership of the Bible Apostolate in the year 2024 onwards
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2. A schema for Youth Catechesis would be prepared and distributed to the
bishops.

3. Malankara Catholic Matrimony would be under a trust with separate Pan as
itis a separate entity. The Trust Members would be, the Curia Bishop, Curia
finance officer, and the executive Secretary of Suvisesha Sangam.

4. It was proposed to take a list of those who do not have a habitable house in
our church and present it in the next Synod.

5. The Synod cautioned the bishops that extreme care should be taken while
admitting seminarians and priests from other rites.

6. Matters Subsecreto

% Thomas Mar Koorilos
HES Secretary.
¥ Antony Mar Silvanos
Chancellor and Curia Bishop
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Facsimile of the Decree of Appointment of Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil
OIC as the Bishop of St. Ephrem, Khadki-Pune

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

[ RESIDENCE & COMMUNICATION |
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP'S HOUSE

PATTOM, TRIVANDRUM-635 004

KERALA, INDIA.

Office: Tel; +91-471-2541642, 2541643
E-mail: catholicostvm{@gmail.com
Personal Tel: +01 471 2541331

E-mail: baselioscleemis@gmall.com

Web: malankaratvm.com

= BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
MAIJOR ARCHBISHOP-CATHOLICOS &
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP OF TRIVANDRUM

Prot. N. $-1A/SMCC/DKP01 12 December 2023

With a heart filled with profound gratitude to the Lord Almighty for all the
blessings granted to the Apostolic Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, I as the
Father and Head of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Major Archiepiscopal
Church, joyfully make known to you the new canonical provision for the
Eparchy of St. Ephrem, Khadki-Poona.

After having completed all the canonical procedures including the Synodal
process of the election of the episcopal candidate and having obtained the
Pontifical Assent from Holy Father Pope Francis, I, as the President of the Holy
Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, hereby appoint
Very Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, the Superior General of the Oder of the
Imitation of Christ, as the Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Ephrem Khadki-Poona
in the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.

Nothing to the contrary will exist in this regard.

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, Catholicate Centre, Pattom,
Trivandrum, on 12 December 2023.

Msr_q_mmg-\

S—
# Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos &
S President, Holy Episcopal Synod of
el the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

FATHOI TFATF CENTRF PATTOM TRIVANDRE IM-RGS NN4. KFRALA. TNDIA.
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

Prot No CCL 1/2023 17.01.2023
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Pastoral Letters & Circulars
THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre,
Pattom Trivandrum - 695004

- 17.01.2023
Prot No CCL 1/2023 T

rc
Catholicos Day - 2022

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We are celebrating the 18" Anniversary of the elevation of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church as an autonomous Major Archiepiscopal Church on
February 5, 2023, as Catholicos Day. As a Church, we would like to thank
God Almighty for the care and guidance of our Church and for the many
blessings He has showered on us. “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
His faithful love endures forever” (Pslm 107:1). Let’s all continue to pray for
our Church ministries to be made more active and blessed by God. Let’s pledge
with reverence to perform the Church ministries with pure consciousness and
sincere dedication. I wish all the members of the Church the blessings of
Catholicos Day!

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church today opens new avenues of
missionary activities in different parts of the world through 12 Eparchies and
its missions Centers, infusing a new missionary girl into the Universal Church.
Let us view it with utmost reverence and prayers. Our Church became a reality
in 1930 through the Reunion with the Universal Church, which took place
under the leadership of venerable Archbishop Mar Ivanios. The Church grew
through the self-sacrifices and committed services of our deceased Bishops,
Priests, members of various religious orders and the faithful. The elevation of
our status to Major Archiepiscopal Church with independent jurisdiction were
the recognition we received when Pope John Paul II referred to our Church as
‘one of the fastest growing Catholic Communities in the World.”

I take this opportunity to place on record thanks and appreciation for the
sacrificial services rendered by our Excellencies, priests, Religious Orders
and the faithful in building up the divine growth of our Church to great spiritual
heights.

74



On Catholicos Day

Today, Christendom is going through various crises and challenges. We
face situations where religious freedom is harmed, and violence against the
faithful from outside the world of faith. Similarly, we also face false-witness
from those who are obliged to be active witness of the true faith, as well as
teachings against true faith and traditions. It is in these circumstances we are
called upon to be active witnesses of Christ. As members of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church we must become witness through our Church. Our
forefathers who became true witness to the Church by standing firm with the
Mother stem of the universal Church are our idols. St. Paul through his epistle
(Ep1:23) defines the true nature of the Church. “The Churhc is his body; it is
made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.”
In Colossians St. Paul writes, “Christ is also the head of the Church, which is
his body” (Col 1:18).

Each of us is a member of the Mystical body of Christ. The anointing of
the Holy Spirit received by us through baptism continues through the Church.
The Second Vatican Council teaches: “We must be constantly renewed in Christ
for this he has given us His Spirit. It is this same Spirit that animates unites,
and activates the whole body, pervading both the head and all our faculties
(LG 7). Through constant prayer and through the reception of the Sacrament
let’s strengthen the mystical body of Christ, Church.

We must not forget that this is our collective responsibility. Let us take the
Catholicos Day Celebrations as an opportunity to renew the responsibility that
we received through our Holy Fathers as a gift from God.

We will be celebrating the centenary of the Reunion of our Church in
2030. As a prelude to this event, in the years before that, in order to make our
Church activities vibrant and efficient, various programs have already been
conducted of the Church level and Eparchial levels. In this regard, each of you
should participate actively in all the programs conducted under the leadership
of various pastoral ministries. Let us not forget that we strengthening our Church
through that.

As part of the preparations for the Centenary Catholicate Centre have
organized continuing training programs for all our Reverend fathers of our
Church. A five-day training programe is envisaged in batches of fifty each.
This training programe is scheduled to tbe completed in the next three years.
We entreat your prayers so that this ongoing training, which is being conducted
in the first time, will be a blessing to all our priests.
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Pastoral Letters & Circulars

The 27" Ordinary Episcopal Synod is being convened from February 27"
to March 1, 2023, at the Catholicate Centre. Your special prayers are entreated
for making the Holy Synod a blessed one. The Major Archiepiscopal Curia-
Catholicate Centre 1s the Centre that coordinates the various activities of the
Synodal Commissions and the Apostolate of the Malankara Cyrian Catholic
Church. The Catholicate centre functions with the benevolent contributions
received from all the members of our Church. The affairs on the Catholicate
Day is being set aside for this cause I called upon all parishes to entered their
generous contributions to the special ministries of the Catholicate and the
general ministries of the Church.

The reverenced vicars should inform their parishes of this matter in advance
and encourage them to participate in earnest. Not only parishes, but all our
institutes, religious orders and their provinces must partake generously in this
endeavor. The Diocesan parishes are to coordinate the collections and offerings
and submit the share as decided by the Synod at the forthcoming Episcopal
Synod. The superiors General and provincial Superiors must hand over the
contribution of their congregation to the finance office of the Catholicate Centre
prior to the Synod. I would like to express my application and special thanks
to all those who have generously contributed towards this endeavour over the
years.

On Catholicate Day, after Holy Mass, all our parishes, institutions and
mission centres should raise the Catholic Flag and recite the Catholicate Day
pledge. On this day, all the blessed Bishops who are engaged in the activities
of our Church is different parts of the World reverend fathers, members of
difficult religious Orders, and people of God especially appreciated,
remembered and prayed for.

May the mercy and blessings of God be upon you abundantly forever!

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

NB: This circular should be read during the Holy Mass on 5 February 2023, Sunday, in all
Churches, Mission centres and Centres of worship.

76



THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos &
Major Archbishop of Trivandrum

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum--695004

Prot. N. CCL 02/2023 5 June 2023

aavalmnool dlmo

@PE1NIBY all®IBHMIN, AIMBY EH0O0IINIEH60 [0D0HO, OMIV2 WOECO, NIa0). HOHAIGIS:
80, MUMIM®e, (all allvMle:es,

moes aveIrlaloomleal MIGRIVS: CaalelsgloelomIV oo sl
alolleImom]calss MMeS (aldd@MNM®)jo (WWERL®)o @RAa[lee)M®1M)33
@PAITLE2OWVIZOET Mo af)2PAIdaHaNe HIVAMIAE] FlMo @Y 2IGlENMD. BFlEIm QIBaHANo
DM FIMO210MAMIS MITWHa]S 2eIH:0 caRE eIAlmIClwlad mleimladsnan
TLOMIT 000 HagRASle:glcelos (VAL @IClEH)BENBIV]. TVEIMIaHal)Balo
al0WeSs, MAWOS MVED H)SOVAB:B)o B)alMB:B)0 TVaN2I0YEBRSIOS DDA DUBHHEHIENS
8MB00a)3Alo MoRIAIMEU3 MM, BROYAID) LIGHCAMISo 0)ald GARA HIVAIMICIW)OS
@RSIVATI0 @RAIVDLEERUBEHIVIS ED(A 1000 M@IBHOMB MBS MVOWlaf). D allaHOBI@3
Ma0H0la] @REIUBY o ll®ISO®DIGHN)0, NIa0). HOAEIBHAHN)0, TVAGa MG} MEMSS
VRO AHHUTHN)0 FINIM TVRW)HS MINAMIENBS B MELND a0yB3Wal)3qjo @RCIVIEHNAM).

2DE15:0 GRRA HAVAIMIBIWIHS TVIMUDTIB: (B21:06Mo G:HNIANBQYROW BldLIH0el
(WELD)o MVABaEMALC GRAIVINSS AflaHAVEN). GFlEIM Qldato MVAAOGlaf @)HDIG
@M ald)TIEWIB0 aBHE3U00 Ma|® Lld:Ho O)ald @RI MlelalleNEoWlE)IM TVOMICITHE,
NIWELYDHUB alBla0GlEHIMIV] 20g] aIdeHesnEl alm). HaLAlNICl HsHglsovlee
0B ®1B06m TVoQlWIMO®1LMEOWIRIAN BRAIGHSHONIW Gd:S)aldS)dh U3
al@la001ee008 NIDHH1WMBIWVI0)MN @)HO1eal MMMV 60) BIWo aileiaiFla)).
BLla|PBPo AU Relallmosm avoaillwomomlenmezoloymm @RSIVAI0 alBla0d®o
@RI ROWIO}IM @RAIIBH®HUWB aldla0dlajlgiens. mlelallenmzowlo)am qLOMIGE:
CHOODIOHMW alURIDODEIOTIOS B3)0a]) 2OTVERSICRIHNBS HOBMOEIM aflelnyHWBaenss
@)Y @R aNNEIG3 WIMMD@OAN BHONZECAMENS] AUAD).

alGla000000I0 MBS AQ)AlaHWEBUE alfl®)o MEajoP)o MIAITIGENAM) ag)am
af)S}OM}al0DCWMEMILICRI. M aluRIOORIOMI@, allw)Ed alDEeay @laod
GB30G1EAOMIIHLl MVRHY DalEBUBlEN)IM®] Calonel Mo 60)dla] @REIRICHIEe)B:e:W)o
(1RO E9008 @RYOOEIBN)HV)0 O2IT® D MBI (AIAUCODT MEBBBIOS BDBIOLOTOTCI
OB M@IM (2 EHOG]. 8:10) DGAVIHOIHIMW TVEIDHHOBHWLI00 EHIM
mSemanandajo 2Eem0UWlaflenyamn).

80600 QIBauano AIBRLl2I0)IM ReI3MALIR 0 GRSIVATI0 ERYAUWIMBS QflaHWRO6T.
@RE®INSIajo MVIMIADTIS: (AIGITVIW] alBla0BlEIM@IN MAlEAIE)AOM BOBNEBEBUI
aflerla flen o @RYAIBEIla)) QIOYIN §alald:ud MOATIENMD)0 (IWIMRIEMELIO.
SDH600YEBBUY MAVIGE HENBOH0NE DD Aldako Mlelallenss anddle ayOASACES
GH(BEOMIS) GaIAMBS @RSITLOOM TVDHOYEEBUWE Alle:Mlafla), ERG@IEMIS GalBE0)

77



MICWONLOMY olo@  LNalee)MM@IM)o, BREITVoROEM-AN®OEM TMVoANlWOMEEBUI
DANHAlENM@IMY)0 BRV] aBHE3UW0 Ma|MLIHHo ol OalLIOl QAIEYID Afld:avm
(IQIBODMEBBUT MSOMOM @RYGEID2THN)AN). DDENB)SIOHD® HETVAIMIGIWHS HOBMoBIM
821N U300 GANEIQIN)M ®BHWITE AIBIMER]T LIBHCOMIBo V)ald BIGOI AUBaHAN0
TLOMUAD]E:  EUOWID MAYBN)ENBOS)MIENE. D AUBHOOD HAVHIMOB] an6NE DD
004683030600 AlMTIGWIIENIM @RYNaslEe)aN).

DD alBaH)o REM 25-MI6M Mo HALAIMIC] BlMo @Y 2IBlHH)MD. CARAE
OMLAIMOCIOS A l)MOYRLOVEM (AIAIBCMMEBBUTENHOWBS WMAVAROVEMABTINT B0 BHAIR
MIOS MSAUD H5)500 2HSIT  af) OB} M®0o6em. caRd@ eavalmociwleel
ala 00dmOl&8)o @OELYOAIMHOY0 @R Blaldvo TVIWIAIV]ISEOMIBo @YOIWMO
3500258108 VMa0I®0W] MENI0iEBH8H9)012] HOHBURMEOMIS CGMOlS
@RAllTla®o §a1AN@EM. ©eGAIAISEE:W AIBELEO)M@IM)o aldlGaldaHlailss
9a|S; @MW 30)dla] (a10B@AlSNM@IMY0, MAMES TVABa6Mo @YU INSS
QllaEBSIO3 $)500 @@Mo TVAABA lEMIM@IM)o D GlaiTvo MAYHEE DalEWIUTEedo.

2210 2R3 OIVAIMICIWIPSVI0 @D MAl®O HOAMAE HAVAMOC®:B)HSW)o
LI HH00Y6BBSITI af3Qo BDBIOIEOMINS TVa0IWV1H6)QI0M WEBBOS nBAIOOW)o
MOM a0iBWaliBQJo @YaOIOMo B21YIAM). MOMOMONIGE HAVAIMIBIWOS agf)elo
@REY)BWE0 HHlGHOBW)o Dald:00lE:HB8W)0 EMIM (AIGMYH0 30BHNAMN), GPAIBHSIW]
(ato@mdlesnam).

630l MlEBHSCVAIHOW)o TVAYELAIY] @PMY(NaSILHeS!

SBOmOAN@3 MSemManal)@o,

H 533dIMaud micaveilcoay glalay midald
2e180 VYOIV &EOMIEIEHITLERWIHS
coRAd @RAdajmilataj-:ocmorilesnoms

N.B: v avdws)eid maes ave®loel oLl oos0eiwsBgle)o @waseBgle)o
206388120 @YOIWMICH(B6IBBILY0 AUIWICHTBD6T.

78



THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre,
Pattom Trivandrum - 695004

Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Prot No CCL 3/2023 05.06.2023

Your Excellencies, the Reverend Corepiscopi, Rambans, Reverend Father,
Deacons, members of different Religious orders, and dear faithful,

Each year we celebrate Seminary Day as an opportunity to devote our prayers
to our Clerical Training, one of the most critical areas of our Church life. Last
year also, on the occasion of this day, attention was drawn to the financial
challenges being faced by the Malankara Major Seminary. Happy to note that
our ecclesiastical associations aid Eparchies, have generously responded by
realizing the gravity of the situation. We were able to give about Rs. 60 lakhs
for the urgent needs of the Major Seminary from those donations received. On
behalf of our Church, I express my heart-felt gratitude to the venerable Bishops,
Reverend priests, members of different religious congregations and the children
of our church, who have collaborated in this noble venture.

The financial planning of the Malankara Major Seminary is a matter that calls
for dedication and long-term attention. About half of the amount collected last
year, almost thirty lakhs of Rupees had to be set aside to meet the then existing
financial commitments. A remarkable portion of the remaining amount was
spent on repairing the hazardous problems noticed in the electrical system of
the Major Seminary building. Defects in the age-old water supply system, which
needed urgent solution also, have been attended to. In addition, in the wake of
the prevailing financial crisis, for a few months the daily expenses of the
Seminary also had to be met from the same amount. Needless to say there are
many other issues prevailing even now that need to be resolved. In this context,
as St. Paul exhorts the Church in Corinth lovingly exhort all the members of
the Church to be generous to complete the good work we aspired and began to
work together (2Cor 8:10).

Water scarcity, which is increasing every year, is a matter of deep concern.
Along with this, it is essential to evolve fixed means of income sources and
control recurring expenses to solve the financial crisis. Keeping these things
in mind, this year it is planned to develop the basic facilities adjacent to the
animal rearing area of the existing farm, to install biogas plant and to upgrade
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the water storage and distribution system, estimated to cost around Rupees
Thirty Lakhs. Apart from this, we have a requirement of about fifteen lakh
Rupees every year for the day today maintenance of the Seminary. We intend
to use this year’s Seminary fund for these things.

This year we are celebrating seminary Day on 25" June. An envelope will be
delivered to our parish communities towards raising funds for the restoration
work of the Major Seminary. The students and the faculty of the Major Seminary
will present themselves, as much as possible, in parishes during the Holy Mass
and communicate directly to the God’s people about these issues on that Day.
Let us use this day to pray together to nurture and increase God’s calling and to
devote collective effort to issues that demands our dedication.

I hereby appeal to all of you to help the financial affairs of the Malankara
Major Seminary and respective Eparchial Minor Seminaries very generously.
At his time I especially remember all the benefactors and well wishers of the
Seminary and pray for them.

May God bless you all abundantly!

Your humble servant in the Lord!

sd/-

¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos &

Major Archbishop of Trivandrum Catholicate Centre

Pattom, Trivandrum-695004

Prot. N. CCL 03/2023 10-06-2023

Pilgrim Padyatra of
Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios — 2023

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

“Memory of a righteous is a blessing” (Prov 10:7).

The commemoration of venerable fathers is a tradition handed over to us in the
faith tradition of the Catholic Church and the spirituality of the Oriental churches.
For us, the children of the Church, ‘remembering our fathers who taught us while
they were alive, to be the children of God’ is a blessing and virtue. It has been seven
decades since the heavenly entrance of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the
venerable father of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. I pray that may the
commemoration of the Servant of God be a blessing to all.

The Servant of God Mar Ivanios commemoration pilgrimages on foot that give
spiritual awakening to the children of our Church are also testimonies of active
ecclesial life. These pilgrim padayatra held together by bishops, priests, religious
and the children of the Church is also a testimony of our communion. We have to
remember with gratitude the history of God experience that we have experienced as
a Church behind the commemoration padayatra of each year.

Covid-19 pandemic which began at the end of 2019 that affected the whole
world made stagnant not only our personal and social life but also our ecclesial life.
Lockdown and social distancing which made our common services and coming
together impossible also brought restrictions on the commemoration programmes
of Servant of God Metropolitan Mar Ivanios. I officially inform you all that the
Pilgrim Padyatra which was suspended for the last three years is resuming as part
of the commemoration in 2023.

The preparations shall be made in advance for restarting the main pilgrimage
from Perunadu and padayatras from different parts of India under the auspicious
leadership of eparchies and mission centres. I specially remind all who are concerned
to do the preparations so as to ensure the ecclesial vision and the spiritual vivacity
of the commemoration yatra. It is the Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM)
which plays the major role in the preparation of the commemoration yatra by the
Church. The youth shall take special attention to follow concretely the directions
given as part of the preparation for the padayatra.
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The padyatras conducted by us shall be an outflow of the ecclesial
consciousness and spiritual discipline of an Individual sui iuris Church. Along with,
I remind that all should give unremitting cooperation to resume the padayatra at
respective level. The pilgrim padayatra is also a symbol of absorption of the
spirituality of the Church. All shall participate in this pilgrim padayatra with prayer
and preparation. Everyone should join in this pilgrim padayatra by abstaining from
fish, meat, alcohol, drugs and smoking from 1 to 15 July. All should pay attention
that the use of mobile phone shall not be a counter witness to the spirit of the
padayatra. The energy drawn from the spirit of prayer be the hallmark of the padayatra.
I exhort all to keep this spirit all through the padayatra. All should pray ardently
these days for the grace to overcome prayerfully the challenges raised against Church
in this period. The organizers are reminded that the padyara shall be arranged without
making any difficulty to travellers on road, vehicles or public.

His Beatitude Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem will be the
chief guest of the Mar Ivanios commemoration feast in 2023. It is for the first time,
His Beatitude Pizzaballa who is in charge of Holy Land participating as our Church’s
guest in the commemoration feast. I cordially invite you all to participate in the
pilgrim padayatra, evening prayer on 14 evening and Holy Qurbono and
dhoopaprarthana and commemoration at Tomb Chapel on 15.

By participating in all programmes conducted as part of the 70" commemoration
feast of Servant of God Mar Ivanios of happy memory, let us express love and
respect to our venerable father.

May God bless you!
Lovingly in the Lord,
sd/-
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Bava

Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church

Arrangements of the Pilgrim Padayatra
Arrangements of the Pilgrim Padayatra starting from Ranni-Perunnadu

2023 July 9, Sunday (Preparation Day)

5.30 pm : Ranni-Perunnadu Kurisumala -Way of Cross
7.00 pm : Preparation Retreat, Evening Prayer

July 10, Monday - First Day

06.30 am : Ranni-Perunnadu Kurisumala

Morning Prayer, Holy Qurbono
Main Celebrant : Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
08.00 am : Breakfast
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08.30 am : Inauguration of Padayatra and Blessing

12.30 pm : Vadasserikkara - Noon Meals

02.30 pm : Mannarakulanji

03.30 pm : Mylapra
(Padayatras from Eccl. Districts of Konni and
Pathanamthitta join with main Padayatra).

04.30 pm : Pathanamthitta Cathedral
05.30 pm : Puthenpeedika (Rest)

July 11, Tuesday - Second Day

06.30 am : Puthenpeedika Parish
Morning Prayer, Holy Qurbono, Breakfast

09.00 am : Omalloor

10.00 am : Kaippattoor

11.00 am : Chandanapally - Noon Meals
01.00 pm : Kodumon

02.00 pm : Anandhapally Jn.

03.00 pm : Adoor Parish
(Padayatras from Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha and from Eccl. Districts of
Pandalam and Adoor join with main Padayatra).

04.30 pm : Puthusseribhagam

04.45 pm : Enathu Kurissadi

05.15 pm : Kulakkada

06.30 pm : Kalayapuram Bethany Ashram, Parish - Rest

July 12, Wednesday - Third Day

06.30 am : Kalayapuram Parish
Morning Prayer, Holy Qurbono, Breakfast

08.30am : Mylam

11.30 am : Kizhakketheruvu Parish - Noon Meals
(Padayatra from Eccl. Districts of Kottarakkara join with

main Padayatra)
01.30 pm : Karikkom

03.30 pm : Valakam

05.00 pm : Ayoor Cherupuzhpa School - Rest
(Padayatras from Eccl. Districts of Ayoor, Anchal and
Puanlloor with main padayatra)

July 13, Thursday - Fourth Day

06.30 am : Ayoor Parish
Morning Prayer, Holy Qurbono
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09.00 am
09.30 am
10.30 am
12.30 am
02.30 pm

05.00 pm

: Kuriyodu - Breakfast

: Nilamel

: Thattathumala

: Pappala Parish - Noon Meals
: Karettu Parish

(Padayatra from Eccl. District of Kilimannoor
join with main padayatra).

: Pirappencode Malankara Medical Village - Rest

July 14, Friday - Fifth Day

07.30 am

11.30 am

02.30 pm
03.30 pm
04.00 pm
05.00 pm
05.15 pm
06.00 pm
06.30pm

: Pirappencode Malankara Medical Village

Morning Prayer, Holy Qurbono, Breakfast

: Mount Carmel Retreat Centre (Noon Meals)

(Padayatras from Eparchies of Gurgaon, Khadki, Puttur,
Bathery and from Eccl. District of Nedumangadu join
with main padayatra).

: Aruviyodu Kurissadi

: Nalanchira Bethany Ashram

: Mar Ivanios College Gate

: St. Mary's Major Archieparchial Cathedral Gate, Pattom

: Reception to padayatris to the Tomb Chapel

: Cathedral Church - Evening Prayer

: Candle Procession, Dhoopaprarthana at the Tomb Chapel,

Apostolic Blessing

July 15, Saturday - 70th Commemoration Feast

08.00 pm

Homily

: Reception

Morning Prayer
Solemn Concelebration of Holy Qurbono

Main Celebrant : Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos

: His Beatitude Pierbattista Pizzaballa

(Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem)
Dhoopaprarthana at Tomb Chapel
Agape
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Blessings
To the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi, Rambans,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL1/2023

93! Reunion Anniversary and Sabha Sangamam

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

We are celebrating the 93" Reunion anniversary and Synod of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church during September 20 and 21, 2023 under the aegis of
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha. Our church is traversing the last few years towards
the fullness of the Centennial of Reunion.The lamp of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church set ablaze by Servant of God, Archbishop Mar Ivanios
Metropolitan on September 20, 1930, is spreading the light of the gospel through
us to different parts of the world.This reveals the Mercy of God and His powerful
guidance. Let us submit ourselves to God’s mercy that strengthens and directs
our church and church ministries. Let the 93 “Reunion anniversary and church
conglomeration be an opportunity to submit ourselves before God to continue
our church ministries in a more devout manner.

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is a manifestation of the zeal
shown by the Servant of God, Mar Ivanios Metropolitan to restore unity with
the Catholic Church. To become a prophetic voice for unity among Christian
churches is a special task for our church during this period. Division and disunity
become counter-witness. As the Second Vatican Council states, ‘“The Catholic
Church is adorned with all the revealed divine truths and all the gifts of Grace”.
But her children fail to live with the great zeal which they ought to. Therefore,
in the eyes of our brothers who live in discord and the world in general, the
luster of beauty of the church has lost its sheen. Thus the growth of the kingdom
of God is stunted. Therefore, all Catholics must strive unceasingly for Christian
perfection (UR, No. 4). The Reunion Anniversary is an occasion to gain further
insights into this responsibility. It is also an occasion for the Malankara Syrian
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Catholic Church, raised by God as a symbol of unity in the global Church, to
remember once again its God-given mission. It is a mission that do not get
outdated no matter how much time passes, a mission to remain an active symbol
of unity and harmony.

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church has accepted the call to attain
the holy goal of bringing all christians back to the single Church of Christ
without setting boundaries to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit. Let us be
careful not to hinder the Holy Spirit’s intervention and allow human
disagreements to grow into divisions that harm the unity of the church. May
the Reunion fill us with the grace to empty ourselves to fulfil the desires of our
Father in Heaven. As a church, let us heed the voice of the Holy Spirit with the
innocence of doves and discern, overcome, and endure the temptations of the
timeswith the wisdom of serpents (Matthew 10:16). May the example of Servant
of God, Marlvanios who “thought and acted only for the glory of God” (Fr.
Thomas Enchakalodi, Archbishop Mar Ivanios, 784) inspire us in our mission!
May the intercession of the Holy Father assist us!

I commend Eparchy of Muvattupuzhafor hosting the 93 Reunion
celebrations and the Bishop H.E. Most Rev. Dr.Yoohanon Mar Theodosius,
Respected priests, religious and the entire people of God and gratefully submit
them in prayer. All are specially reminded to ensure your presence and
participation in the solemn Holy Qurbono, the various meetings, theological
conference and Suviseshasanghamprayer service organised there. Reunion
assembly venues are icons of the historical testimony of our coming together
as a community.

I'lovingly exhort all who are able to come from all our eparchies, mission
centers and consecrated homes to actively participate and get blessed in the
Reunion Anniversary Celebrations to be held on 20" and 21* September 2023
at Muvattupuzha Mar Ivanios Nagar (Vimalagiri Bishop’s House). The thanks-
giving offered at the Holy Qurbono on that day shall be for the philanthropic
activities of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha, which is hosting this year’s reunion.I
lovingly remind you that the entire congregation participating in the Holy
Qurbonoshould come prepared for this dedication. Let’s make our assembly
an active witness of the love for church and pass it on to the next generation. |
especially remind everyone that the call to freedom and submission in the
Christian life should be handled with caution and maturity. We, the members
of the Malankara Church, who are tired ofseeing the litigations and arguments
with each other, should be proud of the Catholic Church life that we have
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received as grace. According to the inspiration of the Spirit, we should possess
a sense of community and live the spirituality of standing together, holding
together and respecting each other.

May God bless you all abundantly! May all these be fulfilled through
the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God and the College of
Apostles, especially of our Father St. Thoma, the Apostle, and all the saints.
Amen

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/
¥ Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro- Malankara Catholic Church
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
25-08-2023
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MCCL Day 2022
(MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S LEAGUE)

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSION
FOR FAITH FORMATION

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear children in Jesus,

Sunday 12 February 2023 is being observed as Malankara Catholic Children’s
League (MCCL) Day by Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The Organisation
of our children, MCCL, was officially formed in our Church on September 20,
2010 by the order of the Head of our Church Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis Major Archbishop Catholicos of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church.

The Word of God exhorts that, “Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom.
Knowledge of the Holy One results in good judgement “(Proverbs 9:10). The
Catechetical training of the children is the most solemn ministry of the Church.
It is the basic responsibility of the Church to enable children to cultivate a
style of life on the basis of faith. It is through the Church that our children
receive faith and grow in it. The venerable Arch Bishop Mar Ivanios has
reminded us that to catechize and train them is the path of devotion is
distinguished duty entrusted to the Holy Church by our Lord.

Comprehensive catechism training is multidimensional. The most important
aspect among them is Catechesis. This is being systematically carried out by
the Sunday School movement in the Church. But it is the MCCL movement
that caters for the other various dimensions for the holistic development of
faith in our children. Catechism training should involve in touching and
influencing all levels of ones’ personal growth. The development of intellectual,
moral, psychological, physical and the creative dimensions of our children is
the prime concern of the child ministry of the Church. This holistic approach
to Child developments is the Mission and relevance of the MCCL Movement.
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It is the foundational ministry platform for molding our children into apostles
who live, witness and propagate matured faith in its entirety.

Let us work together to concentrate on our catechism training and MCCL
activities with more zeal and enthusiasm, as our Church have survived from
the difficulties of the Covid pandemic and return to normal life. Let us remind
the vicars, rev. sisters and the teachers involved in the catechesis process to
evolve and adopt active means to implement and strengthen the activities of
MCCL. Let us dedicate ourselves to instill unadulterated faith in our children
and to enable them to forge ahead with hope in times of crisis.

Let it be informed on this occasion that 12" February 2023, MCCL Day should
be properly celebrated as per the instructions received from the directors of
arch eparchies, eparchies and parish vicars. The collective efforts of Sunday
School principals teachers and parents is essential to the effective functioning
of the MCCL organization further, when MCCL Day is celebrated on 12
February 2023, may all regard to convince of the relevance of this movement
to the Church congregation, faith community especially children and their
parents. On that day various programmes viz, confession, consecration of Holy
Mass public functions where relevant topics are discussed and cultural
programmes involving children could be organized on behalf of the Church.

I would like to thank all those who selflessly participated in the noble virtuous
task of catechesis, the invaluable mission of the Church. Loving soliciting

everyone’s prayers and co-operation for the noble mission,

Sd/-
* Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Bishop of Parassala
07.02.2023
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 12 February 2023, the MCCL Day, during the
Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres.
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The circular issued by
Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity,
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church,
in connection with the Laity Day 2023.

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Religious and dear Faithful in our Lord,

Malankara Syrian Catholic Church is celebrating Laity Day this year on
Sunday 07 May 2023. I sincerely extend the prayerful best wishes of the
occasion, when we especially commemorate the call and mission of the Laities.

The Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution of the Church (Lumen
Gentium, no. 31) defines the lay faithful as follows: “Lay people are all faithful
members of the Church who are not in Holy Orders or in a religious state
sanctioned by the Church.” These faithful are by baptism made one body with
Christ and are established among the people of God. They are in their own
way made shares in the priestly, prophetic and kingly functions of Christ.

Both the second Vatican Council magisterial document “Decree on the
Apostolate of Laity,” (Apostolicam Actuositatem) and the post-synodal
exhortation of Pope John Paul II, Christ’s Faithful Laity (Christifideles Laict)
teach what is the mission of the Laity in the Church. Workers of the vineyard
mentioned in the Gospel (Mathew 20:1-2) are the people of God. The Laity
are the ones to transform to be the workers of the vineyard of the world as per
the divine Plan. They are not only the workers of the vineyard, but also the
branches of the vine tree which is Christ (Jn 15:5). St. Peter describes God’s
people as Royal Priests, a Holy Nation and as Chosen People (1 Pet 2:9). Pope
Pius XII said about the laity thus: The Laity are on the front lines of Church
life. For them the Church brings enlightenment and order to society. Therefore,
they must have a deep understanding that it is not that they are of the Church,
but they themselves is the Church. That means the Church is the communion
of the faithful under the Pope, the sovereign head of the Catholic Church, and
the bishops who assist him in administering the mission of Christ.
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Participation and collective responsibility of the laity is unique in making
the Church ministry meaningful. Laity gets active and participate in the Church
only when it perceives the communion of clerics and laity without distinction.

The Laity should be carying out their mission by getting involved in various
spheres of activity. The spheres of activity of the Laity are family, Schools,
Organizations, work areas and politics. The places and situations where the
pastoral leadership of the Church cannot function independently, Lay
evangelism has a great role. The Laity give concrete testimony to Christ in all
areas where Christians are involved outside the Church. Conventional groups
of the Parish such as prayer groups and parish units of various vocations provide
great avenues for Lay empowerment and also opportunity to assume leadership
roles in Church ministries. Various partnership arguments in the Church always
keep Church platforms active for the growth of the Church and the welfare of
the believers.

Synodality of the Church ensures participation of the laity in all spheres of
activities of the Church. The concept of a Synodal Church has been instrumental
in fostering and nurturing the deliberation and cooperation of Lay men and
women at the national as well as local levels.

In modern times, building a fair community is a Church ministry. Lay
brothers and sisters (Laity) need to come forward to view political activity and
value based political equations. The Laity should be the promoters to implement
a new social structure in association with the Church.

The Laity carries out their Christian writers effectively in almost all areas
of social activity, which include Education, health, law, agriculture, social
service, cultural and political spheres, Government institutions, and commercial
and industrial enterprises. By doing this, the Laity give a new face and a new
consciousness to the Church, in all spheres of life. Further, it is the Laity’s
social commitment and the duty as a missionary to shape the thinking working
methods, perspectives and the organizational structures of the contemporary
society in a Christian work done by the Laity at this level is the Christian
witness of their lives in word and deed. There it amounts to help fellow beings
at work, living conditions, studies, accommodation, leisure time or co-operative
activities.

This mission of the Church is accomplished by the Laity in the world by
becoming the light of the world with a life compatible to faith and by attracting
all people towards the Messiah and the Church by adorning truth and goodness.
The Laity must become collaborators of the living conditions, labours, sorrows
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and anxieties of the brethren. They have to strive to complete their family
social and professional efforts endeavors with Christian benevolence.

The Laity must always endeavor to include everything they face in the
world within the scope of missionary activity. However, apart from being
satisfied with this apostolic work, the Laity should make sure to proclaim the
risen Lord in word and deed. Many people were able to hear the Gospel and
know the Messiah only from the Laity in their neighbourhood. There is wide
scope for missionary work at various National and international levels. In these
areas, it is the Laity who could become prompt and effective ministers of the
mystery of Christ. It is the Laity who can effectively inculcate and cultivate
human values like patriotism and adherence to civic duties to usher in public
good.

The Laity should be conscientious in nurturing thoughts on what is true,
honorable, right, pure, lovely and admirable (Phil 4:8). They must strive to co-
operate with all men with compassion, openness and kindness. You should
take the initiative to engage in conversation with them with diligence and
humanity. It should be ensured that the evangelical spirit of awareness of issues
like social, justice and public justice exists in all sectors of the Society. The
Laity are called to be a witness transmitting flavor and radiating personality in
the world. The Laity, quite often commitment to faith is confined to Church
services and when deals with social and political field they to indulge in
activities with anti-faith ideologies and diverse approaches. In today’s context,
it is a major challenge before the Church how to make the laity understand to
uphold truth and justice and to be corrective force in India will have to face big
crises in the coming years. In order to identify this, the Church leadership and
the faithful need to know and appreciate much about the changing social and
political sectors spheres in our country. We may have to witness the cancellation
of even the fundamental rights of minorities as stipulated in the Constitution.
Anti-Church forces and thoughts are creeping in to the faithful and are gaining
strength. The outcome do subverting spirituality and perusing wealth and
institutions in the Church brings dishonor to the Church and its members due
to their differences and fights among them.

The number of people with anti-Church attitude is increasing within and
outside the Church. Christian symbols rituals and institutions are denigrated
anti-Christian materials are deliberately included in the text-books. It has
become a trend in the new media to tarnish the image of Christian Philosophies
ideologies and the leaders of the Church. There seems a virtual competition to
refute Christian values in the field of entertainment and literary circles.
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The need of the hour s that our Laity must rise up as alert people of God.
Let us hold on to dec in God and Church life. When political parties project
their ideological views and election strategies, it is customary to present them
targeting the Christian Vote bank. When the political leadership is eager to
win the Christian Vote bank in their favor by giving charming promises, our
Laity must stand firm and upright and adheres to the Christian values. We
need to have a political view/philosophy which embraces the vast diversity
and secular nature of our country. The Laity should ensure to remind the rulers
to use their political power righteously and make sure the implementation of
the social /moral codes for the welfare of the society. Only those Laity who are
able to respond to contemporary issues and understand the graffiti of the times
can become the voice of the Church and strengthen it in times of crisis.

We are to pay special attention to the youth of the Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church who are the promise of the Church in future. Complexities prevailing
in the higher education sector, anxieties in the workplace and insecure social
realities metro cities scare the youth. The virtues learned from the rural parishes
and the habits of following the Church norms are often lost in the Expatriate
life. The mature Laity of the Malankara Church should be able to nurture an
energetic and vibrant young generation that hold fast to our noble traditions of
worship and ecclesialism (ecclesiastical norms).

Our Laity is very active in the day-today activities of our parishes. The
Laity work in close co-ordination in the Church in its various missions such as
catechism teachers, organizing various activities, youth workers, evangelists
and social workers. I heartily congratulate all the lay brothers and sisters who
lead an ecclesiastical life of commitment in various activities of the Holy
Church.

Laity Day is a public celebration of the Laity of the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. Hope this day will be celebrated in a befitting way by all the
Lay organizations viz MCA, MCMF, MCA, Vincent-De paul Society and
Legion of Mary together. I greatly value and remember with gratitude the
services rendered by the Laity in nurturing the growth of the Church and the
bonding of a prosperous society. I do appreciate the life of witness and self-
surrender of the Laity through the ‘Suvisesha Sangam’. The commitment
displayed by the Laity is the home —based mission work outside Kerala mission
centers is unparallel. Despite the limitations and problems faced I their
expatriate devote large share of their labor towards charitable activities of the
Holy Church.
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As you are aware, we use the offertory of the Holy Mass on the Laity Day
for the service of the Laity. I call all to be blessed with generously contributing
towards this effort. As per the special canon 601 of our Church, the said amount
of the offertory on that day have to be collected by the respective vicars and be
sent to the procurators of the Eparchies. The procurators in turn have to utilize
half of the amount thus received towards the various activities of the laity and
the other half sent to the finance officer of the Catholicate Centre. The guardian
saint of the Laity St. Joseph be our help and intercessor.

May the Risen Lord bless all the ministries of the laity.

sd/-
¥ Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
& Bishop of the Eparchy Mavelikara
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

Laity Day 2023

NB:- This Circular should be read on 7 May 2023, the Laity Day, during the Holy
Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres and inform to the faithful in a proper
manner.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
VOCATION DAY 2023

Message from the Chairman
of the Synodal Commission for Vocation

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in Christ,

In the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, we celebrate May 28" as the
vocation day. This year the vocation day falls on the greatest feast of the Church
calendar, the feast of Pentecost. Today is the birth day of the church as it was
inaugurated officially on the Pentecost. May many young hearts be inspired by
the anointing of the Holy Spirit, as we celebrate today as our Vocation Day.

Vocation is both a gift and a mission. To be called and chosen to be a
Christian is a great gift. But when one accepts God’s call to be a priest or a
religious, the eminence of that gift increases further. The basis of each Vocation
is not one’s merit, ability or personality, but God’s mercy. Jesus himself has
made it clear in the Holy Bible, that “you did not choose me, but I chose you.”
We can see many examples throughout the Holy Scriptures that every vocation
is a gift from God.

In Genesis Chapter Twelve, when God called Abraham, Abraham had no
knowledge or certainty that he would be called or chosen by God. In the blazing
fire from the middle of a bush when God called Moses, he was entirely weak
and frightened. Even when Eli the priest and his sons were present it was
young Samuel whom God chose. In the First Samuel Chapter Nine, it was
Saul who went searching for his lost donkeys who was anointed by God as the
King of his people. When God anointed David, who was just a shepherd boy,
to be the King of the People of Israel, even his own father did not think that he
deserved it. God chose Jeremiah who is a boy and does not know how to speak
properly. In the book of Prophets Jonah, God chooses Jonah who tries to run
away from him. When we come to the New Testament, Jesus recruits fishermen,
tax collectors, and ordinary people as his disciples, who have no qualification
or skills to their credit. From all these examples, it is clear to us that the call
and election of God, i.e., vocation is a great gift that is given regardless of
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one’s merit or status.

Just as every vocation is a gift, there is also a mission attached to it. When
one is called to be a Christian, each one undertakes the task of imitating Christ
and bear witness to his Gospel. When someone accepts the vocation, call to
priesthood, consecrated life, the responsibility of the person increases manifold.
When God called Abraham, he entrusted him with the mission of being the
father of nations and a blessing to generations. When Moses is chosen by God,
he is entrusted with a mission of revealing the love and care of God to the
people of Israel, who were in slavery in Egypt. When the boy Samuel accepts
God’s call, he is given the task of being his prophet and judge of the people.
Jeremiah, who was just a boy and not able to speak properly was strengthened
by God and entrusted with the mission of uprooting, breaking and building.
Jesus chose the humble and weak people as his disciples and sent them to the
borders of the earth to preach the Gospel and be his witnesses.

In the modern contact, there are a few issues we are primarily to realize,
pay proper attention and implement in promoting vocation.

First: If anyone is called, that call is only for ministry, to minister and
serve the community of the faithful. It is presented as a special gift of the Holy
Spirit. There are different types of missions performed by laity and religious
groups. They are entirely different ministries. Service is the goal and not
exercises of power. Jesus says, “All who are called are for Service.”

Second: Life of a religious person is a vocation to work for the souls.
Vocation for the religious is to those who are willing to act to set aside a family
life and devote full time, mostly for the Salvation of the Souls. It is a vocation
to work for the souls though all the missions entrusted to them. In that sense, it
is a heroic life. Not for those who desires to have a comfortable life. The life of
areligious is a vocation only to be accepted, only by those who are interested
to work for the soul. Even if their number is less, there should not be
compromise in quality. Quality is important not quantity. So those who are
thirsty for souls only should come to religious life.

Third: God calls and the vocation must be recognized. Vocations must be
discerned, encouraged and nurtured. That is what we can do. As a part of that,
we celebrate the “Vocation Promotion Day.” If someone gets a vocation, people
or children should be able to recognize it. Pope Pius X says that “every call of
God (Vocation) passes through the heart of the mother, and reaches her children.
A mother is likely to be the first to recognize a son’s/daughters’ vocation. So
they must be helped to recognize and discriminate the vocation. It should be
nurtured and strengthened in the stages of their growth. These are all that the
Church and families can do.
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Fourth: A good family life is the background for good vocations. Good
vocations are more likely to come from good families. One way to have holy
vocation is to have parents who live holy lives. Even if we don’t do anything
particularly direct to promote vocation, there will be good vocations from
families that live in faith, zeal, love and prayer.

Along that, in our parish and in the society we can respect and honour the
priests and the religious. We can say good things about them. Let us recognize
the ministries through them. All these are indirect means to promote vocation.

Vocation is an invitation to love and serve. It is our duty to give our children
the thought of vocation from an early age. We should tell our school children
about this issue. Catechism teachers should tell these things in the Sunday
School Classes. These things should be said in the Churches. Thus these we
must create an atmosphere within our Church that is favorable to vocation to
our children. But it is not so outside. There are many examples and instances
where the priests and religious are presented as scornful and mischievous.
They have their own reasons and specific agenda for this. But regardless of
this elders should be able to give the children the sense that it is a great vocation
and mission to live courageously as faithful and holy religious. Everyone should
feel joyous and proud in constantly striving to attract and nurture vocation.

Let us pray for the success of all our efforts in the Church as a whole and
especially in the religious communities to promote vocation. The Most
Reverenced Catholicons, Beloved Bishops, Rev. Fathers, the Religious and
the laity who all work towards this goal are gratefully remembered and
commended.

May God shower His mercy and Blessings up on each one of you and
upon our Church. Let us all pray with heartfelt devotion that Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church be enriched with priestly and religious vocations. Wishing
everyone the blessings of the Pentecost.

Sd/-
“Samuel Mar Irenios
Chairman, Synodal commision for the vocation,
Bishop of Pathanamthitta Eparchy
11.05.2023
Catholicate entre
Pattom, Trivandrum

NB:- This Circular should be read on 28 May 2023, the Vocation Prayer Week, during
the Holy Qurbano in all our parishes and mission centres and inform to the faithful in
a proper manner.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Faith Formation Day - 2023

Reverend Fathers, Religious, Teachers, Parents, and dear Students,
Greetings in the Name of the Triune God!

We are celebrating this year’s Faith Training Day on the 6™ of August. Let
us pray that this Day may be a reason to renew our dedication and strengthen
our commitment to raise our children as children of God, as Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church. The description of the martyrdom of a mother and her seven
children in the Book of Maccabees is one of the most sacrificial and enlightening
chapters in the Holy Bible. Since the Bible does not mention this mother’s
name, the Syrian church called her “Shmooni”, which means “my name”. The
wicked king Antiochus, who persecuted God’s people, bound Shmooni and
her seven children. They forced them to act against Jewish customs. When
they refused, they tortured and killed the children one by one in front of their
mother. Only the youngest son remained. He promised to give him wealth,
status and power if he obeyed his will. He forced the mother to tempt her son.
But the mother reminded him that the mercy of God, the Creator is greater
than anything else and urged him to accept martyrdom. His son and then his
mother became martyrs (2 Macca 7). In the later days, when persecution arose
in the Roman Empire, this model encouraged Christians to bear witness
courageously. Due to this, Martha Shmooni is revered in the Syrian Church
like the saints of the New Testament.

Even today, Christians are being persecuted for their faith. Let us pray for
comfort and divine help for the persecuted Christians in Manipur and other
places.

The regions where Malankara Catholics live today do not have an
atmosphere of massive religious persecution. A challenge that is more relevant
today in relation to Faith training is the wealth, influence and power that
Antiochus offers the younger son. Today’s public education scene has changed
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and the competition to reach the top, exists even from small classes. Knowingly
or unknowingly, our children are being trained to secure their own path in life
at any cost by leaving others behind. Today’s culture may not compel us on
every level to deny God. But instead of giving God first place in their lives,
our children are tempted to put themselves first before God and to value only
material gains. In the pursuit of success, there is no time for prayer and
catechism. In this context, there are some lessons in Martha Shmooni’s life
that our children and parents should keep in mind.

The main part of the mother’s advice to her children is the lesson that God
is the foundation of everything. He is the creator. He sustains everything. Mother
reminds them that God’s grace is more important than any blessing the world
gives. Not all achievements are good; all success does not bring us satisfaction
and peace. When we act according to God’s will, goodness prevails. We can
truly win when we step forward holding God’s hand. It is imperative to train
our children to dwell in the grace of God that transforms achievements into
goodness.

Ours is a church where there is an active exchange of faith. But sometimes
it is sad to remember that it is the parents who force their children to live a life
that does not give importance to God. The parents who arrange tuition and
other trainings neglecting Faith training and Sunday worship, do not realize
the harm they are doing to their children. The children who grow up uninterested
in basic goodness may find that any material success they may achieve will
not bring them true happiness or satisfaction.

It is a myth that material gains diminish when prayer and faith training are
given importance. It is just a human calculation. The message given by Pope
Saint John Paul II at the beginning of his apostolic ministry is something that
our children should remember daily. “Open the door for Christ”, he said, “Open
the door for Christ. No need to panic. Because He does not take away anything,
but He gives everything.” By giving God a place in their lives, our children
will not lose anything. He will give them more stable and better living conditions
than we can achieve.

We need to come up with more creative plans to overcome the challenges
posed by the proliferation of worldly interests. This is the time when the Kerala
Catholic Church is collectively looking for ways of spiritual renewal. At the
heart of spirituality is reliance on God as Creator and Sustainer. Those who
trust in God does everything with prayer, trying to understand God’s will, seeks
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to do good to all because He is a doer of good (Matthew 5:43).This is the
essence of the way of life that we should show our young generation.

Faith training is envisaged in three parts, namely, liturgical training,
catechism and MCCL. This is to ensure that our children can get the basic
training to always pray, to understand God’s will, and to be oriented towards
goodness. But if this training is to bear fruit, it is most necessary that parents
should continue this training program at home. No one else can teach their
children that prayer, reading the Word, and benevolent behaviour towards fellow
human beings are values above all temporal gains, as parents can.

Our children must be able to realize God’s love, trust in His mercy with
all their hearts, to live with Christ and achieve success. In this regard, efforts
are to be made as per the circumstances of each diocese to formulate and
implement action plans, to give proper awareness to the parents.

It gives us hope that even in these times of challenges, our ministry of
faith training is going on effectively. In the name of the Church, I thank all
those who serve selflessly at various levels of faith training. I especially admire
parents who, in spite of many temptations, do not falter by imparting the lessons
of faith to the young generation.

May the God who rewards those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6)
bless you all abundantly.

Sd/-
¥ Thomas Mar Eusebius
Chairman of Synodal Commission for Faith Formation
& Bishop of Parassala
18.07.2023
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B. This circular must be read during Holy Qurbano on 6 August 2023, the Sunday
School Day at all our parishes and mission centres.
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Circular issued by the Chairman
of the Synod Commission for Families
on the occasion of Mothers Forum Day 2023

MOTHERS’ FORUM DAY CELEBRATION

Most Rev. Bishops, Rev. Corepiscopas, Rev. Rambans, Respected Priests,
Respected Religious and dear faithful in the Lord,

Mothers’ Day is celebrated all over the world by the general public to
commemorate the greatness of motherhood and to inspire the new generation.

The Mothers’ Forum and Mothers” Day celebrations gradually started
in the church with the aim to understand the mission of women as wives,
mothers and to organize their lives together. In 1913, Cardinal Bourne,
Metropolitan of Westminster in England, gave the first form to the mothers’
organization under the name of ‘Union of Catholic Mothers’. Subsequently, in
1939, this organization gained popularity in many countries of the world
including India and was officially recognized.

In the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, Mathrusangham was formed
as part of the family evangalisation sector and known as Mathrusangham,
Mathruvedi or Mathrusamajamin the earlier years. Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church has named the Mothers’ Organization as Malankara Catholic Mothers
Forum (MCMF) in the 27" Synod of the Church held from February 27,
2023. The Code of Law for the Mothers Forum was released by the Head and
Father of the church, Most Rev. Cardinal Baselios Mar Cleemis Catholicos on
June 10. Thus, the Mothers’ Forum provides strong support and leadership for
evangelization activities together with other apostolic areas of the Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church.

August 27 (Sunday), the feast day of Saint Monica, the heavenly
intercessor of MCMEF, will henceforth be observed as MCMF Day in the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. As part of this, it is lovingly reminded that
this day should be observed appropriately in all units, Ecclesiastical Districts,
and Eparchy levels. Sincere cooperation of all is expected for MCMF
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organizational activities in its nascent stage. In addition to this, the Respected
Vicars are also reminded to immediately commence units in areas where MCMF
does not have units.

St. Monica, who transformed Augustine into Saint Augustine, is the
heavenly intercessor of Mothers’ Forum. The message given by this saint to
the world is a precious feature of motherhood. St. Monica is a beautiful example
of a mother who prayed with tears in fasting and renunciation in order to raise
her son, who indulged in a sinful life, to true faith and a life of goodness.
Augustine’s testimony on “How a mother should be” is as follows:

“There are no words to describe my mother’s love. With a look, with a
word, she was able to turn the heart to God. Oh! God, I am your son because
you gave me such a mother” (Confessions, St. Augustine). It is the need of
today to have motherhood that inspires children to belong to God. How noble
is the motherhood of St. Monica, who gave, in tears and prayers, the fertilizer
and water necessary for the seed of goodness to take root in the family. Mothers
should be able to form families full of grace. The beautiful example of mother
and son attaining holiness should be a challenge before us.

The essence of the message of Pope Francis, the Head of the Holy
Catholic Church on motherhood made during public appearance at the Vatican
in December 2015 is as follows: Motherhood is a treasure, motherhood is a
gift. Motherhood is a martyrdom, motherhood is the first root of faith.
Motherhood, through its unconditional love and sacrificial care is the antidote
to individualism and selfish love. A mother will be recognized as most blessed
in the world when she sees motherhood as the greatest treasure in her life, just
like the Holy Mother of God. Likewise, motherhood is a gift from God to
shape the society and the Church and build up a new generation. The prayer,
treasured silence and pain of a mother, as she prepares to give birth to a child
indicates her complete surrender to God. Then, like the Holy Mother, she
receives the blessing of accepting the gift of life, saying ‘Here is the handmaid
of the Lord’. Along with the love shared by a mother through the umbilical
cord, she shares faith too.

There are many factors in society today that make motherhood
challenging: Divorce, abortion, gender discrimination, domestic violence,
isolations are few examples. The counter-testimonies on the part of mothers
tarnish the glory of motherhood. It is time to turn our attention to the motherhood
of the Holy Mary, the fulfillment of all God’s promises. May the motherhood
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of the Holy Mother, who found grace in the presence of God, shed light on our
faith life.

The motto chosen by Malankara Catholic Church on Family Day this
year as a special verdict is ‘Let the sacramental life be alive’. The sacraments
are streams of grace. Active participation in the sacraments enhances holiness
in lives. It enriches families with grace, Along with this public intention, the
following intentions should also be the focus of our Mothers’Forum:
Precautions against drug addiction, keeping distance from feticide, healthy
interaction between family members. If the family members spare at least one
hour for conversation together, away from the grip of modern social media, it
will fill the family atmosphere with happiness.

On MCMF day, let us pray and submit all our mothers in the presence
of God with love. Also, let us organise activities at various levels to honour
them. Let’s hope that Mother’s Day turn to be a holy gift for mothers from
children united together!

¥ Yohanon Mar Theodosius
Chairman, Synod Commission for families &
Muvattupuzha Bishop
15.08.2023
Catholicate Centre,
Pattam, Thiruvananthapuram

N.B. This circular will be read in all our churches and mission centers during the Holy
Qurbono on August 27, Sunday.
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THE SYRO-MALANK;&R_A- CATHOLIC CHURCH

YOUTH DAY 2023

Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopi and Rambans, Reverend Fathers,
Deacons, Religious and dear Children in Jesus,

The Malankara Syrian Catholic Church celebrates Youth Day this year
on Sunday adjutant to the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the heavenly patron of
MCYM, i.e., on 1 October 2023. I wish lovingly greetings of the Youth Day to
all, especially young boys and girls of our Church. I pray that may the celebration
of this day inspire you all to become another Christ like St. Francis of Assisi
and to love and serve others being filled with the love of Christ!

The Lord who calls youth by name

We had watched through different media that on the World Youth Day
held at Lisbon from 1 to 6 August 2023, youth coming from different parts of
the world gathered under the leadership of Pope Francis, the head of the
Universal Church celebrated their youthhood. The hope of the Church and
Society on our young generation has not only non-decreased but the reality
that there is an increase in the number of youth who know and love Christ
gives us also good hope for tomorrow. In the introductory message, Holy Father
Pope Francis said: “You are not here by accident. The Lord has called you, not
only in these days, but from the very beginning of your days. He called you by
name. Let us listen to the word of God that called us by name.” What a great
blessing the youth of Christ have received; the blessing that God called each
one of you by name. We should remember always this truth. When, during the
fluctuating life experiences of adolescent period, sometimes, arose the feeling
of not being considered by anyone, and clouds of despair fill in life, each one
of us, without forgetting, should keep the truth in our heart that Lord called us
by name.

The theme given for the World Youth Day by Holy Father Pope Francis
was based on the life of Blessed Virgin Mary. Pope posed a question to the
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millions of youths who gathered there: What was the feeling that inspired
Mary after receiving the divine message to set out and go with haste to visit
her cousin Elizabath? For that Pope gives the answer that it is the joy filled in
the Mary who received Word. It was this joy inside Mary that inspired her to
give preference to the needs of other person than her own and to go with haste
into the life of that person. Holy Father adds: “Joy is missionary, joy is not just
for one person, it is for sharing something with others.” The source of this joy
is nothing other than the love of Christ inside us. “Those who love do not
stand idly by, but serve others. Those who love hasten to serve, hasten to dedicate
themselves to the service of others.” Dear youth who are filled with the love of
Christ, today we need the haste to reach out to others. The hallmark of Christian
youth is to be the haste to do the works of love.

Holy Strides

In this age of being accustomed with fast steps, over enthusiasm that
guides revolutions sometimes leads youth to unholy steps. This is a very
worrying reality. We used to see often that when youth demand the speed that
of the online world in life, their strides fail in life. The reason is that their steps
went wrong somewhere. But today, the youth of Christ need holy strides. To
make our steps holy certain things are necessary. 1. The life of the person who
takes steps should be holy. 2. The path of steps should holy. 3. The goal of
steps should be holy. In short, the gist is that end as well as means should be
holy.

As the source of holiness is God, the Most Holy, a personal relationship
with God is an unavoidable condition for holy strides. Our relationship with
God shall be a passion than reducing it to a fashion. This God-experience
should be a life-experience and a conviction that touch our life in its integrity.
St. Paul, the apostle speaks about the God’s love, the concrete expression of
this God-experience, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?” (Rom 8:35). It is this love that made him a great missionary. It is also
the same God-experience that inspired him to say bluntly, “Woe to me if I do
not proclaim the gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16). If the youth have to become the
missionaries of Christ, their life should be led by deep Christ-experience and
love of Christ.

As we reach at modern period of ignorance of God, denial of God and
rationalism from the old age of atheism, the youth should make self-examination
on our relationship with God. As individualism go beyond limitit is quite natural

131



Pastoral Letters & Circulars

that the youth go away from the God-experience of the ecclesial community,
we belong. As youth step into new phases of life like different jobs, contradictory
life situations, entrance to marital life, etc., we have to recognize as
deteriorations of steps when youth often says that we don’t care God, divine
things or truths of faith.Youth should recognize that unlimited demand for
freedom is another face of denial of God. Our relationship with God and faith-
life shall not fade according to the change of life situations.

The historical lineage of God-experience is established in the creative
attitude that we keep towards our faith traditions. It is undoubtful that our
faithfulness towards faith traditions give sense of direction to the growth during
the age of youthhood. The contrary experiences not only mislead youth but
also lead them to a routine without values and to revolution of crowds. We
have to remember constantly that God called us by name not to become a
young boy or a young girl who loses face in the crowd. The foundation of our
personal identity is placed on the fact that God created us in his image and
likeness, and Lord called us by name. Likewise, it is through us that the
continuation of God-of handing it over to coming generation is to be realized
through us. It will be a mistake we make in the history if we forget this divine
mission.

Journeying Together

The walking towards holiness is not a personal journey. Rather, it is a
pilgrimage together. It is a journey we make as a Church to one destiny with
one mind. All those who participate in this journey should have the synodal
attitude of keeping all together. A pilgrimage of caring particularly the last,
lost and least. In a competitive world of counting profit and loose, the Good
Samaritan who disbursed his own wealth and time to look after another is not
only a model but also a challenge to the youth. Achallenge to pour oneself as
goodness into any one’s life in any circumstance. To wake up into goodness
and to haste to do goodness should be the hallmark of youth.

I exhort lovingly all to celebrate the Youth Day of this year on Sunday 1
October 2023 with meaningful programs at Parish, District-Region and
Eparchial levels. This day of youth, all youth shall receive the Holy Qurbono
in a worthy manner by doing the sacrament of confession. Along with, a
common celebration that brings all families of the parish together shall be
organized. The offering of this day is for the youth ministry in our Church.
Therefore, that offering shall be remitted to the Eparchial curia and half of the
amount is used for the eparchial youth ministry and the other half for the

132



On Youth Day

ecclesial level youth ministry. Hence, I remind particularly the Eparchial Finance
Officers to remit the amount to the Major Archieparchial Curia at Catholicate
Centre Pattom.

Youth Day Celebrations of this year at ecclesial level will be held at
Pope Pius XI™ Malankara Catholic Church on 7 & 8 October under the
auspicious leadership of the Eparchy of Mavelikkara. I invite specially all youth
to that programme.

Wishing all goodness and God’s blessings!

X Mathews Mar Polycarpos

Auxiliary Bishop,

Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum &

07-09-2023 Chairman, Synodal Commission for Youth.
Catholicate Centre

Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B: NB: This Circular should be read on 1%t October, the MCYM Day, during the
Holy Qurbono in all our parishes and mission centers.
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