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Riitarial

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN SYNODAL COMMUNION

T he elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the hierarchical status
of a Major Archiepiscopal Church and the installation of the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos as the hierarchical head of the Church is the summit of autonomy
and self-governance which a Church can attain under the present Code of
Canons of the Oriental Churches. Anyone who knows the history of the Thomas
Christian of India will acknowledge that this is the fulfilment of the aspiration
of generations. The Malankara Church always asserted its liturgical,
theological, spiritual and disciplinary patrimony and power of self-governing.
The canonical act that was initiated in 1930 by the Apostolic See was completed
on 10 February 2005. It was executed on 14 May 2005 by the enthronement
of the new Major Archbishop-Catholicos. It was brought to its canonical
perfection by the act of constituting a canonical Synod in this Church on 16
August 2005.

According to the most ancient tradition of the Church, the patriarchal
institution developed as a form of ecclesial government. It was recognised by
the ecumenical councils. Those Churches that inherited the patriarchal
institutions have retained them until now. The Churches that have grown up
later through their apostolic tradition and vibrant vitality to such high status
are today recognised as Major Archiepiscopal Churches. Their hierarchical
status, powers and privileges are equivalent to that of the Patriarchal Churches,
though they are not distinguished with the patriarchal title (CCEO ¢ 151).
This indicates that the Malankara Catholic Church has risen to a lofty position
that is today recognised universally.

Ecclesial government is hierarchical. In the Oriental tradition, this
hierarchical governance is synodal, that is, the Church is governed
hierarchically by its Episcopal Synod. The Synod is the communion of all
bishops of a Church gathered under its hierarchical head, the Protos. It is a
gathering like the assembly of all the apostles under the leadership of Peter in
the presence of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the day of the Pentecost to receive
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Rlitarial

the Holy Spirit. The presence and the action of the Holy Spirit is what bring
about the communion of the bishops. This communion is in the image and
likeness of the communion in the Holy Trinity. “In the tradition of the Church,
the synodal communion is the symbol of the communion of the Church. The
communion of the Hierarchs of the Church is essential for the growth and
existence of the ecclesial community. It is founded on the divine Trinitarian
communion. This unity of the Synod is the power of the Church and source of
freedom of self governance. The presence of the Holy Spirit is the dynamic
power of the communion of the Synod. Therefore, as an apostolic communion
inspired by the Holy Spirit, the Synod is sacred and holy.” (see Pastoral letter
Prot No. CPL 4/2005 of Moran Mor Cyril Baselios in this issue). With the
constitution of the Holy Synod, the Malankara Catholic Church, will fulfil its
God-given tasks and serve the People of God in the communion and leadership
of the Episcopal Synod.

The Holy Synod is also the symbol of the autonomy of the Church.
Autonomy or self-governance in the Church is the full freedom to exercise
executive, legislative and judicial powers within the communion of the
Universal Church where the supreme authority is exercised by the Roman
Pontiff, the successor of St. Peter, the first of the apostles and the college of
bishops, the successors of the apostles, and whose head is the Roman Pontiff
and are in hierarchical communion with the head of the college and its members.
In communion with the supreme authority of the Universal Church, the Holy
Episcopal Synod of each Church is the superior instance of government in the
system of our ecclesial governance. All the consecrated bishops of our Church
united under the leadership of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos are the
members of the Synod. This Synod has the power to elect the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos and the Bishops who exercise authority within the territorial
boundaries of our Church. The Synod is also the superior legislative and
judicial body (CCEO cc 63, 85, 110, etc.).

After the installation of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, the Church moved
to the path of establishing the canonical structures corresponding to her new
hierarchical and canonical status. This includes the convocation of the first
canonical synod and the constitution of the ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod,
the Permanent Synod, the Tribunals, Commissions, etc. The codification of
the particular laws of the Malankara Catholic Church is an important activity
that is in progress during the period.

This issue of the MALANKARA is prepared to document the reports and
acts of the First Holy Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
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MCC in Synodal Communion

For reasons known to them only, the elevation of the Malankara Catholic
Church to its full autonomy and its universal acceptance is viewed with
suspicion by our Orthodox brethren in India. They unleashed a tirade of media
propaganda against this Church and even tried in vain to influence the offices
of the Holy See. Every abusive word of the vernacular dictionary was searched
out to revile the venerable name of Mar Ivanios, who stood by the decision of
the Synod of Parumala in 1925, which authorised him to initiate the communion
of the Malankara Church with the Universal Church. Neither the Malankara
Catholic Church nor this journal is interested to analyse or refute this false
propaganda. This is a situation which every Oriental Catholic Church faced
in its history or is facing even today. As a prudent measure, the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia had to convene a press conference to brief the media of
the actual situation. Some of the concerned Vatican officials had to be informed
of, to what end “the sister-church” solicitude fostered by the Holy See is
manipulated locally. It is gratifying to note that the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches has “clearly and decisively” reiterated its support to Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos “who represents the Supreme Authority” in the
Malankara Catholic Church (see the letter in this issue) An explanatory note
was also issued to the faithful of the Malankara Catholic Church. All these
documents are reproduced in this issue for information and documentation
and to state in unequivocal terms our ecclesial stand and vision. In all the
ecumenical endeavours for ecclesial unity, the Malankara Catholic Church
abides by the basic principle: mutual acceptance of and respect for other
Churches.

It is the providence of God that the elevation of the Malankara Catholic
Church to its canonical status is in the year of the Platinum Jubilee of the
Reunion Movement and in the year of the Eucharist. The Malankara Catholic
Church celebrated both these events befittingly and thanked God for the
wonderful gifts He showers upon it. Pope Benedict XVI, like his venerable
predecessors, “gives thanks to God for the ancient tradition of Christian witness
and the rich cultural and liturgical heritage that distinguish the Syro-Malankara
Church, so happily united in communion with the Catholic Church throughout
the world”. He further elaborates on the heroic deeds of the Fathers of our
Church who initiated the movement for regaining communion with the Catholic
Church: “The noble gesture by which Archbishop Mar Ivanios, Bishop Mar
Theophilos and their companions sought to renew the ecclesial bonds linking
them with the See of Rome proclaims eloquently the unity and catholicity of
the Church in both East and West” (See the message in this issue).
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We are very much encouraged by the acceptance MALANKARA received
far and wide. Some helped us with their valuable suggestions for improvement.
We thank them wholeheartedly. We make a slight change in the subtitle of
MALANKARA as “Synodal Acts and Voice of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church” to make it more broad-based. We happily present to you the second
number of the first volume of MALANKARA.

- Editors



THE MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XVI
ON OCCASION OF THE PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
OF THE REUNION MOVEMENT ON 20.9.2005
(The facsimile of the message)

SECRETARIAT OF STATE
From the Vatican, 19 September 2005

No. 11.786

Your Beatitude,

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has asked me to convey his heartfelt greetings
on the joyful occasion of the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Reunion of the Syro-
Malankara Church with the See of Peter. As you recall this significant ecclesial event,
he prays that the celebrations may bear abundant fruit in the life of your community.

The Holy Father gives thanks to God for the ancient tradition of Christian witness
and the rich cultural and liturgical heritage that distinguishes the Syro-Malankara Church,
so happily united in communion with the Catholic Church throughout the world. The
noble gesture by which Archbishop Mar Ivanios, Bishop Mar Theophilos and their
companions sought to renew the ecclesial bonds linking them with the See of Rome
proclaims most eloquently the unity and catholicity of the Church in both East and West.
The Holy Father encourages you to continue to follow the courageous example of those
who went before you, and to promote tirelessly with great missionary fervour that unity
which the Lord willed for all his disciples (cf. John 17:11).

Commending all the Bishops, clergy and lay faithful of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic community to the maternal intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church, he
cordially imparts his Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of joyful communion in the Lord.

With fraternal good wishes, I remain,

Yours sincerely in Christ,
+a} @MD( ‘/f oddue

Secretary of State
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Reports on the Acts of
THE FIRST HOLY SYNOD

OF THE
MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
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The Opening Message
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The First Holy Synod
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The Opening Message

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE,
THE CATHOLICOS AT THE FIRST SYNOD OF THE
MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Dear venerable Synod Fathers,

We are participating in some of the decisive moments in the history of the
Malankara Church. The dreams, which our ancient Fathers had been fostering
in their bosom for centuries, are realized in this period through the infinite
providence of God. Our Church, which was founded by our Father St. Thomas
the Apostle, has been thirsting for communion with the Universal Church ever
since the year 1653. The Synod of the Malankara Orthodox Church, held at
Parumala in 1925, entrusted Mar lvanios to strive for communion with the
Universal Catholic Church. It was on the occasion when the other members of
the Synod had withdrawn from the endeavors of reunion that Mar Ivanios and
Mar Theophilos of happy memory, had entered into communion with the
Catholic Church and crowned the centuries-old endeavors of our ancient
Fathers. If we examine the history of the Malankara Church, it becomes clear
to us that it has claimed and justified always through the past twenty centuries
its own rights, autonomy in governance and its liturgical, social and cultural
patrimony. This has been insisted upon in unequivocal terms in the petitions
sent to Rome at the direction of the Malankara Synod and earnestly repeated
in the subsequent negotiations held with the Holy See. Under the historical
circumstance that had prevailed during the years 1930-"32, when the ecclesial
existence of the Malankara Catholic Church was accepted in the Universal
Church, the Holy See had accepted the apostolic tradition of this Church, its
individuality and self-governance. But the Holy See had informed under the
then prevailing circumstances, that is, since the head of the Orthodox Church,
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The First Holy Synod

the Catholicos had not entered into communion with the Church, the office
and authorities of the Catholicos, as the head of the Orthodox Church and that
of the Synod under his leadership, were not being considered then for the
Malankara Catholic Church. It is the further progress of the Church in the
providence of God that raised our Church to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal
Church on 10 February 2005. We are assembled here for the First Canonical
Synod Meeting after the elevation of our Church to this canonical status and
the enthronement of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

Pope John Paul Il of venerable memory raised the Malankara Catholic
Church in order that it may be led with its own authority and self-governance,
in accordance with the ancient apostolic tradition. It is in this way that our
Church accepted it and its proclamation took place. It is precisely because of
that we understood and accepted the Major Archiepiscopal juridical status,
which according to our tradition is the status and grade of the Catholicos. In
the liturgical and canonical tradition based on the Antiochene practice, the
installation is for the Catholicos, and not for the Major Archbishop.

Some reactions that arose from the Malankara Orthodox Church, after the
proclamation, might perhaps have roused in some of us, wonder and pain. Just
as His Grace Mar Ivanios told us, “they are the flesh of our flesh and the bones
of our bones”. For that reason alone we could understand their reactions. None
of these should hinder us to go forward through the path of communion. The
responses of the Malankara Orthodox media and their negotiations with the
Holy See have become a blessing for the status of the Malankara Catholic
Church to be made known universally. Besides, let us glorify God that they
have been an invitation for all those good people, who seek the truth.

This is a historical moment. Let us bow our heads for the outpouring of the
blessings on us and on our Church, just as the Holy Spirit descended upon the
holy Apostles, in the company of holy Mary on the first Pentecost. He is present
in our midst, we, who are gathered in his name. We are assembled here as the
dispensers of the works of Salvation, which is perfected in the immense love
of God the Father, through his Son and in the Holy Spirit. For, it is the
communion of the Holy Trinity, which is the prime cause of the Church and of
the communion of the Holy Synod. God has entrusted each one of us, weak
servants, his servers, with very serious responsibilities.

The Holy Synod is the symbol of the unity of the Church, the fulfillment of
our duties and of our visions. It is entrusted to this Synod, the great responsibility
to serve the Church and to lead the Church in her pilgrimage in this world
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towards heaven. The responsibility is entrusted to us to lead the Malankara
Catholic Church for the integral growth of humanity, being the “salt and light’
of the world. The special mission of the Malankara Catholic Church is to
fulfill the prayer of our Lord: “that they may all be one” in the Indian Church
and especially among the Mar Thoma Christians. Thus, a special mission is
entrusted to us, to be servers of unity.

Being the first Synod of the Church, our people of God are earnestly waiting
to know the message and decisions of this Synod. It is incumbent on this
Synod to define the basic structure of our Church in accordance with the canons,
to approve the same and to put it into practice. We are working with an agenda
accordingly. Let us carry out our mission with one mind and one heart, being
united with Jesus. We will be able to complete this only in the immense
providence of God. Along with this ardent desire of the people of God, may
the Holy Spirit lead us. May St. Thomas, our Father in faith and Mar Ivanios,
the prophet of Church-unity and our Father, pray for us. May the intercession
of the Holy Virgin Mary, the Mother of the Church and the special intercessor
of the Reunion Movement be a fortress to us.

With this message | declare the first Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church
formally open.

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Catholicos.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTER, TRIVANDRUM:- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE FIRST HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(16* to 18™ August 2005)

REPORT

The first canonical Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
was convoked at the Catholicate Center, Pattom, Trivandrum from 16" to 18
August 2005. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Major Archbishop-
Catholicos presided over the Synod. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
(Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most
Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis and Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios participated in
the Synod. Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas could not participate in the Synod.
Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil (Vice-Chancellor) recorded the minutes.

On 16" August 2005 at 8.45 a.m. the members of the Synod gathered at St.
Mary’s Cathedral for prayer and thereafter made special commemorative prayer
at the tombs of Mar Ivanios and Mar Gregorios. They entered the Synod Hall
at 9.20 am. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod lead
the prayer reading the Word of God. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios,
Major Archbishop-Catholicos, the President of the Synod concluded the prayer
session with an apostolic blessing. After the prayers His Beatitude lighted the
lamp.

Presidential Address by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios:

After ascertaining the quorum of the Synod, the President made his inaugural
address. He welcomed all the members wholeheartedly and explained the
significance of this formal Synod. With the new status as a Major Archiepiscopal
Church, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is entrusted with a great
responsibility in the universal Church. He drew the attention of the synodal
fathers to the aspirations of the people of God, who earnestly awaits the outcome
of this Synod. The agenda of the Synod is indicative of this longing of the
Church. He said that only through God’s all-pervading providence and grace
we could accomplish these apostolic tasks. He also noted that the preparatory
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Synodal meeting convened from 30 March to 1 April 2005 at Cherupushpagiri
in the Eparchy of Tiruvalla was a success and laid firm basis leading to this
formal Synod.Praying for the gift of the Holy Spirit and committing the Holy
Synod to the protection and intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother
of the Church, St. Thomas the Apostle of India and our father in faith and of
Mar Ivanios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos declared the First Canonical
Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church open.

The President informed the Synod the request of leave of absence of His
Excellency Joseph Mar Thomas as he was in the United States. The Synod
accepted the absence as legitimate.

The Catholicos added a cheerful note to the session when he stated that the
day was his 71 birthday. He thanked the community for the prayers and
greetings. He also congratulated Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis on his fourth
Episcopal Consecration anniversary.

The Synod then approved the following agenda presented to it by the
President. The Agenda:

1. Constituting the Episcopal Synod
Constituting the Permanent Synod
Constituting Various Synodal Commissions
Constituting Sub-Committee for preparing statutes of The Episcopal
Synod, Permanent Synod and Tribunals.
Drafting the Particular Law
Building up of the Infrastructure for the Catholicate Center
Other items Proposed by the Members of the Synod
Other Relevant Matters

The President also informed the Synod of the following appointments in
the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, which were proposed during the preparatory
synodal meeting at Cherupushpagiri:

Awn

N oo

Chancellor Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Vice Chancellor Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil
Judicial Vicar Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil
Finance Officer Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath

Office Secretary Rev. Sr. Dr. Ardra SIC
1. Constituting the Episcopal Synod

As it was proposed in the agenda the Constitution of the Episcopal Synod
was the first point of discussion. The following decisions were arrived at:
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1.

2.
3.

All the bishops of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, auxiliary and
Emeritus, shall be the members of the Ordinary Episcopal Synod.

The name of this Synod is Malankara Catholic Episcopal Synod (MCES).
A statute for MCES has to be formulated, in which the organization and
functioning of the Synod would be elucidated.

The members of the Synod at present are:

1.
2.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Major Archbishop Catholicos
His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Metropolitan
of Bathery

His Excellency Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Metropolitan of
Muvattupuzha

His Excellency Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Metropolitan of
Marthandom

His Excellency Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis, Metropolitan of Tiruvalla
His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Metropolitan
Emeritus of Tiruvalla

His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Auxiliary Bishop of
Trivandrum

His Excellency Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Auxiliary Bishop of
Trivandrum and Apostolic Visitator to North America and Europe.

2. Constituting the Permanent Synod

Permanent Synod is a structure in the Major Archiepiscopal Church to assist
the Major Archbishop in the matters of administration. Including the President
there are five Bishops in this Synod. Among them three members are elected
and the President nominates the other. Thus, after the discussion and evaluation,
the Synod constituted the Permanent Synod:

President : (1) His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Elected Members . (2) Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis

. (3) Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
. (4) Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

Nominated Member : (5) Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos

3. Formulation of Statutes for Synods, Curia and Tribunals
The following persons were asked to prepare the statues for the MCES,
Permanent Synod, Curia, and Tribunals:

President : Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Vice President : Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Members : Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayail OIC

Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil
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This commission has been asked to prepare the draft of the aforesaid
Statutes with in three months.

4. Constitution of Various Synodal Commissions

His Beatitude informed the Synod that various commissions have to be
constituted so that the different apostolates in the Church might be fostered.
Practically these commissions would be the signposts and organs of our
ecclesial activity. No doubt They would strengthen our eparchies and enrich
the whole Malankara Catholic Church. The commissions in the eparchies would
be on the basis of the commissions in the Church.

It was decided that every Commission would be headed by a Chairman,
who should be a bishop, assisted by a Secretary. There were various opinions
about the number of the consultants. The Chairman is to be chosen by the
Synod and the Catholicos would issue the letter of appointment. The secretaries
of each commission would be selected by the chairman and would be appointed
by the Catholicos. It was left to the Chairmen to select the consultants of their
respective commissions. With regard to the selection of the consultants, the
Chairmen should consult the concerned departments in each eparchy.
Guidelines are to be drafted for the organization and functioning of these
Commissions.

As a general norm it was proposed that each commission should have a
corresponding commission at the eparchial level and their directors or presidents
should be included among the consultants. It was specially noted that the
participation of our faithful outside Kerala and outside India should be ensured.
The term of the commission is fixed for a period of five years.

The commissions were proposed taking into account the needs of the Church
in the modern times. Eighteen commissions were proposed. The following are
the names of the Commissions with their respective Chairmen:

1. Commission for Liturgy; presided over by Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Catholicos

2. Commissions for the Youth, Ecumenism, Dialogue and Evangelisation;
presided over by Bishop Isaac Mar Cleemis

3. Commissions for Family and Lay-Pious Associations; presided over
by Bishop Geevarghese Mar Divannasios

4. Commissions for Bible Apostolate, Priests, Religious; presided over
by Bishop Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
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5. Commissions for Faith Formation, Theology and Publications and
Priestly Formation; presided over by Bishop Thomas Mar Koorilos

6. Commissions for Education, Health, Communication Media, Common
Celebrations and Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians; presided over
by Bishop Joshua Mar Ignathios

7. Commission for Vocation; presided over by Bishop Geevarghese Mar
Timotheos

8. Commission for Pastoral Care of the Faithful outside India; presided
over by Bishop Joseph Mar Thomas

5. Constitution of an Expert Group for Drafting the Particular Law:

The President of the Synod asked Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil, the Convenor
of the committee for the Codification of the Particular Law to brief the Synod
regarding the progress of the codification. He stated that for the preliminary
drafting of the Particular Law, His Beatitude had convened a general body
consisting of 83 members on 7" June 2005 at Srothas, Trivandrum. This Body
was divided into seven groups. Each group was allotted particular topics for
study and formulation as per the provisions given in the Code of Canons for
the Oriental Churches. They were also informed to note down the extensions
of the topics if any. As a result, though not complete, we have the first draft
with us.

The Synod decided to form another group of experts from the existing
General Body in order to redact a second draft from the available material.

6. Construction of the Catholicate Centre and Fund Raising:

His Beatitude informed the Synod that the Catholicate Center has to be
built at the earliest. The proposed location was the first house of Archbishop
Mar lvanios at Pattom, Trivandrum, where now the St. Aloysius Minor
Seminary is functioning. The seminary would be shifted from there. The
existing building of the seminary could be converted as the residential part of
the Center. The two rooms of late Mar Ivanios in the old portion of the building
would be kept up as a monument to the prophet of Unity and Ecumenism.

Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath was asked to present the proposed plan of the
Catholicate Centre. The 40,000 sq.ft building is estimated to cost Rs.3.5 crores.
It was suggested that the construction of the Church in this Centre should be
in accordance with the liturgical traditions of the Church.

His Beatitude informed the members that the financial source for the
construction should be raised by the Malankara Church itself. He volunteered
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to take up the responsibility of raising the fund. Thus, he proposed several
sectors from which we could raise the fund. For instance; Bishops, Dioceses
(through collection from Parishes), Priests, Religious Institutes, Secular
Institutions, Priests (Diocesan & Religious) working abroad, Sisters working
abroad, Individuals and other Funding agencies.

A personal contribution from the bishops is proposed in the Synod as follows.
His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Rs.5,00000/-; Other Bishops - a
minimum of Rs. 1,00000/- each. The total sum expected from this sector is
around Rs.15,00000/-.

The proposed eparchial contribution would be: Trivandrum Rs. 25,00000-
+ 2 acres of land (estimated to cost Rs. 4 Crores); Tiruvalla - Rs. 15,00000;
Bathery - Rs.10,00000/-; Marthandom - Rs. 5,00000/-; and Muvattupuzha -
Rs. 8,00000/-. The total amount expected from this sector is Rs. 63,00000/-.

The contribution expected from priests per head would be a minimum of
Rs.1000/- or 10 Holy Qurbono intentions absolved in favour of the Catholicate
Centre. The priests (diocesan and religious) and Rev. Sisters who are working
abroad should contribute one-month salary to this noble cause.

Special Gathering:

On 18 August 2005 from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm there was a special meeting
at the Synodal hall organized by His Beatitude in order to discuss the matter of
the construction of the Catholicate Centre. There were 26 participants in this
gathering including Vicar Generals, Superior General, Mother Generals,
Provincials, Procurators, Major Seminary Rector, Minor Seminary Rectors,
President of the MCA, and President of Mathrusangam.

His Beatitude wholeheartedly welcomed all the participants and informed
them about the discussions in the Episcopal Synod. After this, His Beatitude
explained the need of a Catholicate Center and about the proposed location.
The proposed plan and the estimated cost of construction were presented.

Further, His Beatitude placed before the gathering the fund raising proposals
as discussed in the Synod. The gathering was of consensus to go ahead with
the proposals. With regard to the religious it was decided that each Generalate
will organize the collection from the various sectors of their congregation.
They will let His Beatitude know about the total sum within two weeks. The
amount could be transferred to the project on installments.

Moreover if some one wished to sponsor one section of the project, for
instance the Synodal Hall, Chapel, etc, it is possible. The collection from
outside Kerala region and outside India would be organized by His Beatitude.
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After this, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios informed the gathering in detail
about the Platinum Jubilee Reunion Celebration at Mavelikkara from 19 to 21
September 2005.

Finally, His Beatitude thanked each and every one wholeheartedly for their
valuable presence at the invitation of the Synod and for their responsible
co-operation for a common cause. With a short prayer the special session
concluded at 1.00 p.m.

7. The Items and Requests as Proposed by the Members of the Synod:

The title “Malankara” given to the publication of the Synodal Acts and
\oice of the Syro-Malanakra Catholic Church was a topic of discussion and
finally the title was confirmed.

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas sent a letter to His Beatitude with certain
proposals. The letter was read in the Synod and the matter was discussed.

9. Special Decisions:

The decision of the preparatory Synod that the hierarchical head of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, being its father and head shall be called
“Catholicos”, according to our Syro-Antiochene and Malankara traditions,
was further endorsed by this First Canonical Synod of the Malankara Catholic
Church. In this title he exercises the office of the Major Archbishop in
accordance with the common law and the particular law of the Malankara
Church.

The Synod decided to reinstate the traditional permanent diaconate in the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. For this proper norms and regulations should
be formulated in our particular law.

Basing on CCEO cc.1035 to 1042 there was a prolonged discussion over
alienation of temporal goods of the Church. It was decided as follows:

- If the alienation of goods exceeds one million dollars, the permission of
the synod is required.

- The minimum amount referred in canon 1036 paragraph one for alienation
of properties is fixed to US $ 50,000 which the bishop may sanction by
himself, and for any amount up to 1 million dollars the consent of the
finance council and college of eparchial consultors is required.

It was decided to address all our Bishops His Excellency Most Reverend
rather than His Excellency Right Reverend.
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10. Other Relevant Information:

His Beatitude has informed the Synod members about the need of publishing
a complete prayer book for our laity and another for our priests and sisters.

It was decided to start a mission in the United Kingdom. If we get an
opening we could post Corepiscopo Geevarghese Mannikarott in that region.

Final Session:

The final session of the Synod started at 2.30 p.m. on Friday, 18 August
2005. During this session there were discussions on various topics like
participation of our laity in the active ministry of the Church, the allowance of
the priests, and the possibility of a single judge eparchial tribunal. Further, it
was tentatively decided to convoke the Synod some time around 6 January
2006.

In his concluding remarks His Beatitude informed the Synod of his health
condition. All the members of the Synod promised their constant prayer and
moral supports to His Beatitude. His Beatitude once again thanked each bishop
for their valuable presence and co-operation in the building up of the Church.

His Beatitude thanked Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil, the Vice Chancellor,
who noted down the minutes, Rev. Sr. Ardra SIC, the Office Secretary and
Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath the Finance Officer of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia who helped to conduct the Synodal meeting successfully.

In his concluding message to the Synod, the Catholicos invited the Synod
Fathers and the people of the Church as a whole to rise up and shoulder the
particular obligations and grace entrusted to the Malankara Catholic Church
through the Universal Church. He said that the decisions of the Synod aim
at the holistic growth and service of the Church and the society in this
present century.

The First Canonical Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic
Church was concluded with a small prayer conducted by Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos and the apostolic blessing imparted by the Catholicos at 3.30
pm on 18 August 2005.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Synod

Fr. John Kochuthundil
Vice-Chancellor
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The First Holy Synod

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTER, TRIVANDRUM:- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE FIRST HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(16 to 18™ August 2005)

DECISIONS

1. To constitute the Ordinary Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
as follows:

a. All the bishops of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, Auxiliary
and Emiritus, shall be the members of the Ordinary Episcopal
Synod.

b. The name of this Synod is Malankara Catholic Episcopal Synod
(MCES).

c. Astatute for MCES has to be formulated, in which the organization
and function of the Synod would be elucidated.

2. To Constitute the Permanent Synod with the following members:
President: (1) His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Elected Members:  (2) Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis

(3) Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
(4) Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
Nominated Member: (5) Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos

3 To constitute a committee to prepare the the statutes of the MCES, the
Permanent Synod, Curia and Tribunals. The following are the members
of the commission:

President : Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Vice President : Most. Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Members : Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayail OIC

Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil
This commission has to prepare the draft of the aforesaid Statutes within
three months.
4. To constitute 18 Synodal Commissions to assist the Synod and the Church
in co-ordinating the various apostolic activities of the Church. It was
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decided that every Commission would be headed by a Chairman, who
should be a bishop, assisted by a Secretary. The Chairman is to be elected
by the Synod and the Catholicos would issue the letter of appointment.
The secretaries of each commission would be selected by the chairman
and would be appointed by the Catholicos. It was left to the Chairmen to
select the consultants of their respective commissions. With regard to the
selection of the consultants, the Chairmen should consult the concerned
departments in each eparchy. Statutes are to be drafted for the organization
and functioning of these Commissions. As a general norm it was proposed
that each commission should have a corresponding commission in the
eparchial level and their directors or president should be included among
the consultants. It was specially noted that the participation of our faithful
outside Kerala and outside India should be ensured. The term of the
commission is fixed for a period of five years. The commissions were
proposed according to the needs of the Church in the modern times.

To constitute an Expert Group for Drafting the Particular Law from among
the members of the existing General Body and to complete the codification
as early as possible.

To Construct a Catholicate Centre and the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at
the location where the first house of Archbishop Mar Ivanios at Pattom,
Trivandrum, was set up. The responsibility of raising the fund was
entrusted to the Catholicos. Funds are to be raised from Bishops, Dioceses
(through collection from Parishes), Priests, Religious Institutes, Secular
Institutions, Priests (Diocesan & Religious) working abroad, Sisters
working abroad, Individuals and other Funding agencies. The proposed
eparchial contribution would be: Trivandrum Rs. 25,00000/- + 2 acres of
land (estimated to cost Rs. 4 Crores); Tiruvalla - Rs. 15,00000/-; Bathery-
Rs.10,00000/-; Marthandom - Rs. 5,00000/-; and Muvattupuzha -
Rs. 8,00000/-. The total amount expected from this sector is
Rs. 63,00000/.The contribution expected from priests per head would be
aminimum of Rs.1000/- or 10 Holy Qurbono intentions absolved in favour
of the Catholicate Centre. The priests (diocesan and religious) and Rev.
Sisters who are working abroad should contribute one-month salary to
this noble cause.

The title “Malankara” given to the publication of the Acts of the Holy
Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was confirmed.

Not to consider unauthorized letters need to Synod. Any application from
any institution or person should be presented to the Synod only with the
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knowledge of the concerned Eparchial Bishop unless it is a matter
concerning the Bishop himself.

9. The decision of the preparatory Synod that the hierarchical head of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, being its father and head shall be called
“Catholicos”, according to our Syro-Antiochene and Malankara traditions,
was further endorsed by this First Canonical Synod of the Malankara
Catholic Church. In this title he exercises the office of the Major
Archbishop in accordance with the common law and the particular law of
the Malankara Church.

10. To reinstate the traditional permanent diaconate in the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. For this proper norms and regulations should be
formulated in our particular law.

11. To fix the value of goods for alienation at various levels of ecclesial
administration. In the alienation of temporal goods, if the amount exceeds
one million US Dollars, the permission of the Holy Synod of our Church
is required. The minimum amount referred in CCEO canon 1036 # 1 for
alienation of properties is fixed to US $ 50,000/- which the Eparchial
Bishop may sanction by himself, and for the alienation of any amount up
to 1 million dollars the consent of the finance council and college of
eparchial consultors is required.

12. To address all our Bishops His Excellency Most Reverend rather than His
Excellency Right Reverend.

13. To publish a complete prayer book for our laity and another for our priests
and religious.
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE BY HIS BEATITUDE,
THE CATHOLICOS AT THE FIRST SYNOD
OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Most Reverend Synod Fathers,

These days, we were participating in the first Synod of the Malankara
Catholic Church. God has entrusted us, his weak servants, the task to guide
the Church. We have experienced these days the presence of the Holy Spirit
who strengthens us and the presence of the God amidst us.

We obtained a universal recognition as a self-governing apostolic Church.
In accordance with it, we were endeavoring to establish the structures of our
Church that manifest her vision and mission. We have instituted the Ordinary
Synod, the Permanent Synod and the tribunals for the administration of justice
in our Church. We are instituting the Synodal Commissions for the service of
the Church to enable the full participation of our Christian Faithful, ensuring
the representation of the different states of life.

The Church evolves itself to the service of the entire humanity according to
the needs of the time. The Malankara Catholic Church has to be perfected as
a dynamic force in this land where the mission of our Church is accomplished.
We shall transform the Malankara Catholic Church to march forward in the
spirit of the Gospel to serve the integral growth of the human community.
May our synodal structures be helpful for this.

We had requested the prayers of all the members of our Church towards the
success of the Synod. | convey my gratitude to the Most Reverend Bishops
for their active participation and the People of God for their continuous prayers.
We shall be heralds of holistic growth and development in the Church and the
human community.

May God bless us all.

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
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Press Release

MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH EPISCOPAL
SYNOD CONVOKED

The Malankara Catholic Church, after its elevation to the status of a fully
autonomous Church, holds its First Canonical Episcopal Synod. The Synod is
held from 16 to 19 August 2005 at the Catholicate Centre in
Thiruvananthapuram. This Synod assumes special significance as the first
Canonical Synod after the enthronement of the Major Archbishop Catholicos
on 14 May 2005. The Malankara Catholic Church raised to the Major
Archiepiscopal status now continues its mission and service under the guidance
of the Holy Episcopal Synod.

The structuring of the Ordinary Synod, the Permanent Synod, the formation
of various commissions and tribunals of the Church and other important matters
are there on the agenda of the Holy Synod. All the Bishops of the Church
participate in the Synod presided over by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios Catholicos, the head of the Malankara Catholic Church.

- 2
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+ Bishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
15-8-2005 Secretary, Episcopal Synod.
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The First Holy Synod

Press Release

THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH THAT AIMS AT THE
HOLISTIC GROWTH OF THE HUMAN COMMUNITY

With the call to go forward aiming at the holistic growth of the human
community in the spirit of the Gospels, the first canonical Episcopal Synod of
the Malankara Catholic Church has concluded. His Beatitude Cyril Baselios
Catholicos, the Head of the Malankara Catholic Church presided over the
Synod held on 16, 17 and 18 August at the Catholicate Centre in
Thiruvananthapuram. All the Bishops of the Church participated in the Synod.
The very office room of Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the initiator of the Reunion
Movement, was converted as the Synod Hall. After paying homage and special
prayers at the tombs of the Bishops of venerable memory in St. Mary’s
Metropolitan Church, the Synod commenced after a special prayer service
session. The Catholicos invited the Synodal Fathers and the people of the
Church as a whole to rise up and shoulder the particular obligations and grace
entrusted to the Malankara Catholic Church through the Universal Church.
The Synod discussed the urgent canonical, pastoral and social structures that
are to be instituted in the Church.,

For the holistic growth and service of the Church and the society eighteen
synodal commissions headed by the bishops are instituted. They are:

e Liturgy commission headed by Moran Mor Cyril Baselios

e Commissions for the Youth, Ecumenism, Dialogue and Evangelisation
headed by Bishop Isaac Mar Cleemis

e Commissions for Family, Laity and Pious Associations headed by
Bishop Geevarghese Mar Divannasios

e Commissions for Bible Apostolate, Priests, Religious headed by Bishop
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

e Commissions for Faith Formation, Theology and Publications, Priestly
Formation headed by Bishop Thomas Mar Koorilos

e Commissions for Education, Health, Communication Media, Common
Celebrations, Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians headed by Bishop
Joshua Mar Ignathios

e Commission for Vocation headed by Bishop Geevarghese Mar
Timotheos

e Commission for the Pastoral Care of the Faithful outside India headed

by Bishop Joseph Mar Thomas %
ﬁ%&.&z-ﬁ

Bishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
19-8-2005 Secretary, Episcopal Synod

48




DOCUMENTATIONS

RESPONSES TO THE ORTHODOX CHURCH REACTIONS TO
THE USE OF THE TITLE “CATHOLICOS” BY THE MAJOR
ARCHBISHOP OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Pope John Paul Il of venerable memory raised the
Malankara Catholic Church to the status of a Major
Archiepiscopal Church and appointed Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios as its first Major Archbishop. Hence His Beatitude
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios was proclaimed, accepted and
enthroned as the Catholicos of the Malankara Catholic
Church according to the tradition of our Church. This
significant event in the life of the Malankara Catholic Church
attracted the attention of the people of God world wide.
However, the Malankara Orthodox Church in India
unleashed a media campaign against this Church.
Circumstances suggest that they tried to influence the Vatican
offices. In a letter to Walter Cardinal Kasper, President of
the Pontifical Commission for Promoting Christian Unity,
the Orthodox Church tried to pressurize the commission
communicating the decision “not to hold its dialogue with
the Catholic Church, in the framework of the annual Joint
International Commission for Theological Dialogue between
the Catholic Church and the Malankara Orthodox Church™.
The interested parties circulated widely the content of the
letter of reply from the Cardinal in the newspapers and in
the international internet. Hence it became necessary for
the Malankara Catholic Church to explain the matter to the
Church and the people concerned.

The following documents are the copies of the press
release at a press conference convened by the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia, the letter to Cardinal Walter Kasper
and the explanatory note given to the People of the
Malankara Catholic Church and other Christian Faithful.
These documents state the official position of the Malankara
Catholic Church on the facts called to question.

Editors
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On 20 July 2005 most of the Malayalam Newspapers and the
international internet carried news under the caption: “Vatican
Denies Having Appointed a Catholicos in India.” This news
was flashed across on the basis of a letter said to be written by
Cardinal Walter Kasper to Bishop Eusebius of the Malankara
Orthodox Church. In the press conference called by the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia, His Holiness Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Catholicos and other Bishops of the Church were present.

A RESPONSE TO THE LETTER OF WALTER CARDINAL KASPER,
THE PRESIDENT OF THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR
PROMOTING CHRISTIAN UNITY.

It is seen in the media certain references without knowing that the Holy
Father Pope John Paul 11 elevated the Malankara Catholic Church to the status
of a Major Archiepiscopal Church and its hierarchical head is appointed the
common Father and Head of the same Church. Hence it has become necessary
to issue this explanatory note.

In the year 1930 when Mar Ivanios came to communion with the Universal
Church he had requested that a self-governing hierarchy be installed for the
Malankara Church. As the then Catholicos of the Malankara Church did not
enter into communion, the Malankara Church was accepted into the communion
installing a Metropolitan hierarchy. It is the result of the continuous dialogue
with the Holy See for the last 75 years that the Malankara Catholic Church
attained the fullness of its autonomy and that its hierarchical head is appointed
the Church’s common Father and Head.

The present references are put forward on the basis of a reply by Cardinal
Walter Kasper, the President of the Council for Church unity to the Malankara
Orthodox Church. This letter contains certain half-truths.

1. It is a fact that the late Holy Father John Paul Il raised the Malankara
Catholic Church to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church and its
hierarchical head as Major Archbishop. But the Cardinal has not referred to
the true meaning of the titles “Major Archiepiscopal Church” and “Major
Archbishop”. When it is said that the Malankara Catholic Church was elevated
to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church, it means that the Holy Father
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raised it and empowered it as a self-governing local Church in the Universal
Catholic Church. The Major Archbishop is appointed to govern and lead the
Church. Under the supreme authority of the Roman Pontiff, he is the Head
and common Father of this Church. *“I am pleased to state that such a title
testifies that Your Beatitude is the Head and Father of your Church and in
Hierarchical union with the Holy Father, represents the supreme authority of
the same Church” (In a letter signed by Ignace Cardinal Moussa Daoud, Prot.
N. 11.805 / 10 May 2005).

This is the significance of the title “Catholicos” in the Malankara Church.
Cardinal Walter Kasper in his letter says that this title “Catholicos” is not
given to the Malankara Catholic Church from Rome. He presumes that it is to
be given from Rome. But it is not to be obtained from somewhere outside.
The history of the hierarchical status of the Catholicos is ancient. Today this
title exists in five Churches. It is also accepted and acknowledged in the
Malankara Church.

In the public meeting that was held after the enthronement ceremony on 14
May 2005, Cardinal Mar Varkey Vithayathil, the Father and Head of the Syro-
Malabar Church, referred to this tradition of the Malankara Church. He said,
“First of all, though his appointment is as Major Archbishop, you can certainly
call him “Catholicos’ according to your tradition. Some tried to hinder this.
But they did not succeed. Because, in your tradition, there is no hierarchical
status of a “Major Archbishop’. There is only the *Catholicos’. Therefore, in
my opinion, it is most fitting, that you call the Head of your Church *Catholicos’,
not ‘Major Archbishop’.” There is another fact that is to be stressed here.
According to the Oriental Canon Law (CCEO 151-154) the status of the Major
Archbishop is one that has all the rights and obligations of the Patriarch. In
fact, the status of the *“Major Archbishop’ is superior to the status, rights and
obligations of the ‘Catholicos’.

The Major Archbishop appointed in the Malankara Church is its Catholicos.
Therefore, Cyril Mar Baselios, the supreme head of the Malankara Catholic
Church is the Catholicos of this Church.

The Malankara Catholic Church is recognized as a Church that grew up
and matured in the tradition of Apostle Thomas. Itis to be stated in particular
that the ecclesial see/throne of the Catholicos is established in this apostolic
tradition (see Papal Bull, Prot. n. 570/809).

2. It is said that Walter Cardinal Kasper in his letter referred, “There is no
title of Catholicos in the Canon Law of the Catholic Church.” It is to be believed
that he has not understood the facts. Because, in the Catholic Church there is
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a Code of Canon Law for the Latin Church. There is another common Code
for the Oriental Churches. This common Code is applicable to all the 21
Oriental Churches. But each local Church has, as its patrimony, laws and
customs which are not treated in the common Code. To each individual Church,
when the common laws and its own canons are blended together, the law of
that Church becomes complete. The title of ‘Catholicos’ is used in five
Churches in accordance with their own particular laws. Therefore, for the
Malankara Catholic Church, Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the supreme head of
the Church, is Catholicos according to the Canons of this Church.

3. Cardinal Moussa Daoud, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches participated in the enthronement ceremony at St. Mary’s Metropolitan
Church, Pattom, Trivandrum on 14 May 2005, as the reperesentative of the
Pope. The Representative of the Pope in India, His Grace Pedro Lopez Quintana
and his Eminence Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil, the Head of the Syro-Malabar
Church participated in the ceremony. The liturgy itself began reading the
bulls of the Roman Pontiff. Then there is no relevance in saying that neither
Vatican nor the Pontifical Council has any part in it.

As a fully autonomous Church, there is no intermediate authority between
the Head of the Universal Church and the Head of the Malankara Catholic
Church (see letter by Cardinal Moussa Daoud, Prot. No. 11.805, May 2005).

Therefore, the elevation to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church
and the appointment of the Major Archbishop is understood and its powers are
exercised by the Malankara Catholic Church as the status and powers of the
Catholicos itself.

We deeply regret the confusion created among the Faithful of the Malankara
Catholic Church and among other Church faithful. It is a fact that activities
like this will certainly affect adversely ecclesial communion endeavors.

+ Bishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary, Malankara Catholic
Episcopal Synod.
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LETTER TO WALTER CARDINAL KASPER

Letter to Walter Cardinal Kasper, President of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity by His Beatitude Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos on the implications of releasing
to the press and in the internet His Eminence’s letter to Mar
Eusebius of the Orthodox Church. The letter was faxed to his
Eminence with copies to the Secretary of State and the Prefect
of the Congregations for the Oriental Churches

21 July 2005

To

His Eminence

Walter Cardinal Kasper

President, Pontificum Consilium

Ad Christianorum Unitatem Fovendam
Vatican City, Roma, Italy.

Your Eminence,

Greetings from the Malankara Major Archiepiscopal Church! Hope Your
Eminence is keeping fine.

I am writing this letter to bring to Your Eminence’s kind notice a humble
submission from the Malankara Catholic Church. On the 20" July 2005, most
of our Dailies in Kerala, along with the international internet, spread a news
on the headline captions that the Head of the Malankara Catholic Church —my
humble self — is not a ‘Catholicos’ and neither *Vatican’ nor the Pontifical
Council for promoting Christian unity is aware of such a title. It seems that
some of the spokesman of the Orthodox Church are behind the false propaganda
quoting Your Eminence. They are distributing copies of a letter, which Your
Eminence has written to His Excellency Philipose Mar Eusebius in favour of
their Episcopal Synod.

This has done a great harm to the life and reputation of the Catholic Church,
especially of the Malankara Catholic Church, precisely at a time when the
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Holy See has praised it for its growth as one of the “fast growing Catholic
communities in the world’ (late Holy Father Pope John Paul Il) in recognition
of which it is raised to the juridical status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church
and its Hierarchical Head as ‘Major Archbishop’ in the Catholic Communion.

Major Archbishop is an office in the Catholic communion and it is to preside
over an entire Oriental Church — Ecclesia sui juris — making it equivalent —
equiparatur — to the Patriarchal office with powers and privileges according to
the stipulations of the Code of Canon Law (CCEO, cc 150-154), without the
title of Patriarch.

In this context | would like to state that we, the people in the Malankara
Church and all others acquainted with our local Church, understand and identify
the office of the Major Archbishop with that of the ‘Catholicos’ of the Malankara
Church. Every one at least in Kerala knows that the Malankara Catholic Church
is rooted in the patrimony and religious heritage of the ancient Malankara
(Thomas Christians) Church and is bound to keep up its legitimate liturgical,
theological, spiritual and canonical traditions, which the Holy See, not only
encourages but stipulates to keep up. ““Ab ipso sancto Thoma Apostolo eiusque
successoribus excitata feliciter in India christiana religio pro variis inibi
traiditionibus saeculorum decursu effloruit. Communitas nominatim Syro-
Malankarensis quae ab anno MCMXXX communionem cum Sancta Sede
coniunxit, maximis incrementis in fidelium numero et pastorum multitudine
est aucta, cum simul proprium patrimonium ecclesiasticum fidemque antiquitus
traditam servaret” (Ref: Papal Bull Prot. N. 570/809). Hence the elevation
and appointment of the Hierarchical Head — my humble self — as the Major
Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church as its ‘Caput et Pater’ is
understood in our perspective —theological, juridical and social — as the supreme
ecclesiastical head, under the Holy Father, as ‘Catholicos’ of the Malankara
Catholic Church. “Mi pregio di significarLe che tale titolo attesta che Vostra
Beatitudine e Caput et Pater della Sua Chiesa ed in unione gerarchica con il
Santro Padre representa la suprema autorita della medesima.” (Ref: Prot. N.
118/2005 by H.E. Ignace Moussa Card. Daoud).

In this context, to assert that the supreme ecclesiastical Head of the
Malankara Catholic Church is not a “‘Catholicos’ but, only a “Major Archbishop’
— as though the office has no juridical content and import — is very misleading
and confusing especially to our people. The hidden agenda is focused on
putting down the image of the Catholic Church. This situation created a big
confusion both among the Catholics and non-Catholics and damaged the
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reputation of the Malankara Church. The argument that the Holy See has not
used the technical term ‘Catholicos’ in the appointment is naive, to say the
least. Similarly, to propose that ‘Catholicos’ is not in the Code of the Catholic
Church betrays gross ignorance. If the Code is understood as the Code of the
Latin Church it may be accepted. But if the Catholic Church is understood as
the Catholic communion involving also the Oriental Catholic Churches it may
be remembered that they have a Code of their own. This ‘common’ Code
preferred to leave out the specialities of each Oriental Church — ecclesia sui
juris - to their own particular laws, which | know from my own personal
experience in the committee for the revision of the Oriental Code. Thus the
full code of the Canon Law for each ecclesia sui juris is the whole of the ‘jus
commune (CCEO) with its own particular laws. Hence it can contain traditions,
titles, institutes and other provisions of their own. To assert that the title
‘Catholicos’ is not in the Code of Canon Law of the ‘Catholic’ Church — as
though this is not at present used in some Churches — is sheer oversight, if not
false.

Now coming back to the false propaganda that the Malankara Catholic
Church does not have a “Catholicos’ on technical and verbal grounds, and this
in virtue of the opinion expressed in Your Eminence’s letter is most unfortunate.
To say that the Head of the Malankara Catholic Church is not a ‘Catholicos’
looks like a simple negative statement, but, why that statement is made is to
be closely studied. Is it to please the Orthodox? It is all the more precarious to
state that “Vatican’ and the ‘Council for promoting unity” were unaware of it.
As an official of Vatican, Your Eminence was expected to explain what the
Holy See has done in elevating the Malankara Church and appointing a Major
Archbishop for that Church. The Holy See must have some reasons for it. It is
expected that Your Eminence should have explained positively what is the
role of the Major Archbishop in the Catholic Church. We are surprised to see
how Your Eminence simply asserted that Vatican has nothing to do in the
event, when the Apostolic Nuncio announced it, the Prefect of the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches executed the Decree of the Holy Father, which was
sent by the Cardinal Secretary of the Vatican State. We are sorry to note that
Your Eminence and your advisers in the Council for promoting unity were
carried away by the threat some of the Orthodox spokesmen posed over us
sacrificing the truths and facts. We should like to point out that the lamentations
on the loss of some imagined relationships on a peripheral level in the dialogue
we are engaged in, of which I am also a member, cannot count much as against
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the magnificent results and spiritual benefits we have gained from the
communion and dialogue with the Universal Catholic Church for the last
seventy five years — from the time of Reunion in 1930 - of the history of the
Malankara Catholic Church, if not for the last 350 years from the time of the
first division in 1653.

We are much more disturbed that the gracious attitudes and painful efforts
which the Holy See and the Catholic Church as a whole adopted in promoting
Catholic communion with us in the past years would be disregarded, and
nullified by giving in to the temptations posed by some Orthodox people.
“Disidero inoltre esprimere a Vostra Beatitudine ed a tutta la Communita Siro-
Malankarese la piu grande soddisfazione per I’alto riconoscimento da Ella
ottenuto dalla Sede Apostolica, conl’auspicio di ogni grazia e benedizione”
(Ref: Prot. N. 118/2005 by H.E. Ignace Moussa Card. Daoud).

In conclusion, we should like to make it clear that we stand by the promises
God has made to the Church and in the communion of the Catholic Church,
under the protection and guidance of the Roman Pontiff and the Holy See of
Rome.

Requesting Your Eminence’s Blessings,
Yours lovingly in Our Lord,

‘\‘MSMM

Cyril Mar Baselios
Major Archbishop Catholicos
of the Malankara Catholic Church
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THE LETTER OF IGNACE MOUSSA CARDINAL DAOUD,
PREFECT OF THE CONGREGATION FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES
(The facsimile of the letter)

29 July 2005
00193 Roma
CONGREGATIO Via della Gonciliazione, 34
PRO ECCLESIIS ORIENTALIBUS Indirizzo postale: 00120 Citta del Vaticano

Prot. N. 118/2005

Your Grace,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of July 20 past, and in which
you indicate the reactions prompted by the letter which His Eminence Cardinal Walter Kasper
directed to Philipos Mar Eusabius, concerning the question of the title of ‘Catholicos’.

This Dicastery understands the trouble for Your Grace and for the Syro-Milanka.ta
Catholic community which arises from the usage which the Orthodox are making of this letter,
and with an intent to cause confusion and apparent discredit for your Church. But as has been

stated by this Dicastery, clearly and decisively, it is you, Mar Baselios, who represents the
Supreme Authority in your Malankara Catholic Church.

I wish to renew to you, Your Grace, the Dicastery’s support on behalf of the great
obligation pertaining to the mission which the Syro-Malankara Church has developed and
continues to develop within and beyond the boundaries of India.

In reiterating to Your Grace the commitment of this Dicastery, I also take the

opportunity to convey my most profound personal esteem,
Sincerely, M‘(
+lom G an(D

" Ignace Moussa Card. Dacud
Patriarch emeritus of Antioch of the Syrians, Prefect

/ Antonio @a Veglio
S

ecretary
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@066MAN EOYMIAM).

(aI0GBWAld: AUYBDNNO® aVE
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Ale8 BO)AIMOIV BBEEMI20WQYTA00WHS MVIAIEUDAH (Al I0RMOIENHSWIEN)
DD AUE 0)aloEIMB®. BINIMIAVEMIBAOMIW GRIM GaldUd ©MBINM
2080 j0a] “cenGODIT3 agigo 101 PLIR0W] AIBBMMOE:0MEIBIEH)AM TVE™ ag)aNIET)
DEIB0 &HeomoAlenomee® allewatlaflajod (Ad Limina Visit, March 2000).
DD TLRWAS @A |TVEMOLIG:0SITLAOMAR0 AIVEMIBMIAN0 BB:S)0aljo AlE0O
no®lolo am 1e19601@oem BlAo @ MOV GRIM GaldUd 06MEOAM
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NIBB)HSVW)o MSVWWBROMIOSW0 af)sPODITE aBQaaWldo AUBBa (aldalloe)
HWYo GREOIVAWO ajEIMMAIY @RMINAG TVEICAH: AflKdIdIVAR0 OOAIDY
Qo HOOM) alClaldelend®io OaIT®). @YBHWOM, (MM TVEWIOS
(al®000AOMMO® Mual®] Alys®a0W] amaVlenE)&W)o QAlRIa®]En)&H®)o
9 210MOHH06NE @R DLIBO MVYOIVIM] VEOIMVAAOHDAD WIOYAUMIN 0o CARA
@RASH6) af)a lVEHH0a|G3 TVEWOV] alDOIV@MY TVBHB)HS GHICMIM WIWATVo
a0l AIAUMO §21TMIFBS BRAIGIUDEEBBEBISI0 HSAHEBISI0 )OS
9VAOMAIM Moo ®Ioymomlajiclesyan)” (Apostolic Bull No. 570.809, 10
February 2005).
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@OOIB(BONVODIHM HA(MIC LM @RYABafenilataljowiloyam @reElaimsy ailols
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Moo .

“mam)es @rqjmicmoeile: @RUIG:000 DalcWIUila] arI®d:0 TUOlwom] que
WeS @O}AUMIaljoo ¢ORA @RYABafenilata|00] ®IBHOE Moo MIWaAlenaM).
®08:8)0S alBailenio TMUOOMOEMIM)o @RM)EWIRNOWY @RAIGOUEEBBBI0 GSA
HBJo MoBLUBHs eeeowlclen)o”  (Apostolic Bull No. 570.809, 10 February
2005).
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Ga|d meeiwslene caRd @RAa)mMmilata] B0) aIVOMI@Y TVIVWOIWIHI0 TVE )9
QAIOBW)0 @REDBHUTLNIMo AUaSlENMM)” (H:06MOM 151). “alo®) MGG
al(@WIRHHT3 MVRHOBEWI, ald(@IWAHHTTVIRIHOEWI MVENITWIa]) alOGOm]
3188 5006808 caRAd ARSI af)alIVEH:0q|08 MVRHEBW)o CORA @RYAB)enil
a0 2090 MoeNITWlafjo NIOWEAEM) (£06MOM 152). “@6BBUS @RELIE:HU 0
QAlaoleeyMm coRA @RS af)aflNes:0q|08 TVRWIM, (@Gaam)TVCEla) caxad
@R A 2j)enilatta 20388 ald(@WALHITVIM) H@IFS)O® NIa0)AD] MMWBWeMM LIE]
891N (HOBMOM 154).
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wﬁcgoeao%«)ﬁ MEVIV] HVAOMH]S VIO 210JOBICE, GAGIAIONID GHIECMIMIH
BOEMAVLOANWIMABHICRISHIEM HSMNAUATIEIEN)IND). GRDINH Hald®)ail®oal)o
GORIALYHHMAOV GARA GRHAaeiloHa] @ TLNIMATWIMS)A® aldailw)o VIV
@RWIEH00 @RAIGIUIEBBUS DUINBHIBSBIMN BDEBLOUIIE: TuNIMAlo al3ailw)o
@Ry U@l flAlEnM@. 21)0)EOOMIGI, BRHENIB BEAMLNEHOTLRVIG3 crRA
@RAaj)enilatta] af)aID BAN® EAGIa|STVLNOMO AU I0DOV B0} al3all AO(®O
al, SHOCMIMIH20Q MIVWIUSIGHI0 BRAIRIUDEBUS PUBHBHIBIIAN BVEBLOUTIH:
MVUROUDY(UD)AHW)OS M DRIV alBAild:)Slosm.

Dald®)all®I0N)o @EIIM)o

caRa @dapenilata] a)aM MLNOMEA|E TVEWOS @RYBHOLI0 MOEGEI HR(DO
Ga0erlomon00)es a3 @RUIE:00:0)MEOW0)IN HA®ICALINOMIVEHIWV] Dal
cwouilay) caloamilgiasmosn (Nicea (325) c.4; Ephesus (431) c.8; Cleri Sanctitati
cC. 324-334). @r0ocs0L1mBE@3 ~I0(@1AEHITVIN) aldh0MBB Eal0dW] O
aflel (a106303ld: TVEHHSIT DaleWIWIEPN|SIO}AM). MIBY@HAVEWITES (21063
Wl TVBUBSE VN0 QAUOMISHOM TVY)IMNAOEBIMVIENHS LIBLAOW @R 1d:0
@0 @RWIMHI0AIGRHID MVAGMNMANo AUl (aldGBUIlE: TVEBGSBIONS OealDMyd:
OB3M)0 HICMIMIGHAOW (ldNIRIN® LIElHN)GHWINSOWV]. 60) (2106BUBlE: QIyH]
NOTVRWOW DEIEHO HEOMILNEHITVRBVHE G [0Ud TVOLIGIAOWE DD d:IGMI
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Ml TVollwomM?oeM. MY al)@IV HalO®)TVoAlWIMOTMIENHS BOCO (Al0G3
Wld TVRWEN)o DNBOWIB}AN TVRITRE: HOAIMYBHEBBUBEHHNI, MVEI MVoANWom
BBUBGHNI B3I0CAID CBH05GRI AUOYTMIOD, BRAUBHOS @PRRONIM0 alBlOB:H]HB6) B>
oM MVIBQYDIBHAVE H2ITDIFPSB®. (A IMIO® TVBWIOLI GRALIEDYHH,
ald)(@WIREHE3 TVRWIG3 Ald(@]WIBHH1OAVIMNEAIIAHEI, ERAIOAIO)HS MVRWIME3
aBQo 2M@ALNIMIWMOW]ZoeM) @RoW1HEle9Ha|SIBlEe)INT). GRM)CalosEl
@OIN BHICOMILNHHINEWIG 2@ @RYAafjenilatalin) ME3H:1V1E1e9)M @RWI
@00 @RAIGHOU06BBU3 TVRWIHS BHOGMIMY MWANVoASI® (aldhd00 ald(@IWIAHS]
Tlond @wle:00 @RAIG0uEBWee)y melymosm (CCEO cc. 151-154). avwo
BOEMOAUMINMBB B0) (al0GBUWlH: MVRWIHS MEIAUOHMAN M1 TVOAQ(@]
HAVERIALIAUOMV)o (20Ba0a]) DLIBHO HEOMILIBHITVERVIOS @LIAINIFW)o
DSV 20Q00) BRUIBHO0 EHMBANEL “0eIE:0 GEOMILNSNITVBWNS Hald®)
allmoanoe @M@ @®eIQIMeRIN MIRIYITE BOWLGRINS QIOP}AN @OBUIHE MBI
WGl caRAE @RAa)eilata] MuNIMAaRe alBall®)o, MVOBQY@IE: TVRWYOS
®ERIQINIY 203a]|0a[0W)R0WBH Haf)DOMIT MU (AIGINIWIMo & algIan
TMRUIeEI aflQo DANAOW @RWIH:0000W1BleeMMHAIM) @ROIWHe) N @IG3
emom auemoales)am)” (Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud, Prot N. 118/2005,
10th May 2005). @e@1momd @eam, 22180 TR I0OMICLOmIE3 WlaInldam)am
‘30cmoeilend’ quNIMo ARIT:O &HCOMILNBNITVRWIG3 @GO (a10C3UTld,
alOMIELISHHUM TVIOWODRAIET). @IDMIOB:06NE (A ITI®)MIVEWVIOL! CORA ERYABa))
nilatta] @R MLRWINAI ‘@®ICmMORNEHENIT’ @RYEM o) WElENMMM)o GRoU 1,
AlE)M@®)0 MIDWWH@AVM. * B0C®ILNEHHOTT af)dD AUOSHIOHG @RA@NO
‘Datomoelaid’ sgmoeymean (A Compendious Syriac Dictionary, p.523,
Payne Smith).

HICMORIEHNIMIMBS 2f)2I0 @RWIHI0 BRAISIUNERSB)0 al3ail®)o caRA
@RABajenilata oM NlaMOMIG3 2UBH|SIGIEN)IM). €0dRlos WMM88 MlWAM
&LIaINVNT3 HOCMOLNBHNHITT af)MD af)S}OMal0VWODI)IN® B0) @RYCHHUA
200 2fleid @INWBNMMNE.  ERGIHM HOO6Mo @R MV}GIWIM] aldEMI o
a)RIBOIIN B0) (I10GBUTlE: AUYSTNN@TVRWINLI (aldGBUTlE: TVOAID) AR
QOOBHIENBIEM.  @RC® TVAWO, HEOMILIBHITVRWITE cnRA BRABaj)enilau
aflo®@ alzallole @RUIGH0000IBRIUEBGIe BHOCMIMIGRW] MlReq|S;EmIVIS)
26NE. HOMM MVACHIG A IDOIV@Y TVRBUBHD) HaI0®AW] MR |S)OWIW
8MDE3L0UE MMV BHHSICRISNIEM MIVAMEBBUE MSEN)E:. DD alURIOCMEI
ODILI0EM DLIE0 HEAMILHnd caRA @RABEI af)aflNEH:0a|T8 TVRWAS al®
2060y HUMOV] GaRA @RA)enilataflom MWl flalen)M©). @REGa00 @Y TVE
WS HICMILINBHIENINAID af)MM al3ail®)o BDEBELOUIG: MIAAN0 GalO)IN). @R
alzail 02180 BIBOMEWIE:;MI-WOCHNIENINV TVRGSIGE @RoW1d: maNo TV)al
Ol2ll®a200MMMSBS (alCMYd: TVANGUDAHMW)D)6MNE.
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#61010169)aM HOADIHOBIOG BOVAOE.  al}EOGMAOW AQ) aflel VROV
a06BBBl0 @RO VIR0 VIGNE. “caRd @RAafjenilata] af)aINI6N) @REZAO
omlond Mleameam)aIdlseslene MIEBBBIOS alddMIOY (aldk:000 ME@BE)eSs llmd
aillom &HOEMORINBHIMNINAID of)M)Qilglen00. 2ilRIG D@IM) MS  ?YENOHHOM
(Wodila)). alGHH @EO®IMM)o AllRWlajlal.  &o0emo MIEBRIOS aldeMIosO31G3
caR@ @rAdajmilata] adeaMO) MUNOMAILL HICMILINHHI MINAIDECOW)BH).
@O@OBHIMNE af)O0] @PE] A IDVODIE3, aBQalo Rall®2oWls WlEBwd algless
RO c0RA @RYABajmilata] af)INEL, GOCMOLNEHO NIAID af)IN) OANWOE
(His Eminence Varkey Cardinal Vithayathil: Presidential Address, 14 May
2005).
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o®GlELOOEMHUE (alaIBlaleO)IN®. 2RI BIACMEWIHIV TVEWIeE! aflel
@26 EDHHOOIOIIGE aBQo (A IGHOIMO HBHOGTBD).

(aIGB0alM0 af)AD)DDHI6NE?
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2ll2]© @O al0yCAMINSWHLIBIEN0, GRAIG @RoWTHGIHAMENE. af)MOT @O
HICMOLINHHIMINAID TLOOMAOLIMM)0, HICMILNHHI oldall 2eIE:0 B3O
GALOBM) TVERWINS AO(@ROWIFBIMOOEMAN)o @RAIGITE 2fleld aElenam).
AN OO HS)20W] Hald0}OME SOOI B0} MIINIOSIEMID®. HOLEEBUS 21GC1(®
A lURIOON IO @B TV @RAI(LEl2 03 WILNIG@NYo AM  1E108:)0.

B0CMILNEHNIM ag)M BDEBEYIUIlE: TLOOMAo alBall®)o alDEMI®ITVE
&SI03 (aIC®YBla] 1969 MVICIVOMINEWITE PO} B0) TVLOOMA0EM).
@RGAM Y010 TVRWIOS & TF1ANMBIWIO)MMN &1PH3 TVRIMVA) 0BRSS (AIGMY
&la] HO3BOW WOBHNIENIOW TVRMSILIE @R (al0eNILIYOa|SO).

GalBauyloal aIvel UM VB (alDEMI@mY VICIVIM] TVB) BSOS
VB TVIG(ADRIHIM aldURIODY allOBHMOO)HS BRMYAUIBEANIS))S] BG3BOW
TMRWIME ©)alPq|S}OTIV@IEM BHOCMILNECHOY af)aM (AITLOOMAI0 HICMOARI]
CH9OM)0 (GaISIVED, “alMEMI®Y HOECMILNeHnIMS” P.73). H1PBOM qVRE:
Sloel VIEHHENINVENIBHN) GALENE] NN MRV @RANOSW)MEOW ‘Aad]
@oemggo’ D(a0l@OMOW)o. 6N af)(NI0W af)aD A(a01WOM3 (1264-1286) @6
Cal@lEMOS G2I1BOM ‘BGOCMOLNEHNIM” ag)dM MOAAN0 DalcWoUilafloyam).

HAN) aIPOMI®Y VYOIVOMI MVBWIGOAIg MM BHOCMILNEHHIM-alo(@)]
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©ABH1NR0AB (al0allM HIC®OILNEHNINIDMG llMB®)SBaf @RAIGIWHA|SIAM.
0SSOI BHCOMILNBNO HICDOLIBNHI-ald(@IWABBSIMY, DOIBHIHLI alDOMI™)
MR (@AY (HEMISECMIGIVM), 2llenrcnrinel @RAVIGIVM (HMMSC™m

010M) aO(@IVABE TN (@2ISIVED), “AIDEIMT®Y HOC®OLNCHHIMS” P.277). D)
)50 ‘@RAC2MIVM’ TVRWV)o D BMEBLOUIIE: MNIMo MRINIBAm)aN).

MHSI03 aflaidlay 216I@ alRODRIOBIE WIaN) BHIEC®OLNEHnIMIH]
@Rildcoalo af)ailosmlanonsmaN)o, D HOLICLISOMITE @Y MNOMOBIHM Dal
GWOWo af)AlOSOHVWINBHW)HMEMI0 MANEI®R6M.  @P@I®3 MIaN) @ean,
B0BOMEWIHTV VR MSTMAN BN @RAUIGINAUIBOBINNG @GGNUYM
@Yo M 121066100 HFlw)o.
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el alo(@lAH91TVoem QISl|0). GRERIAHTMWIo @YOIBHTHW)0o HIGMI
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O@1RI06M @RGIWHA|SIANO). DLIEHO BOBTIMEWIBTV EGICMOLNBHIENINNID TVI®
(DM)o @Y TVRWOS AIOAIRLISHUMAOWVIFEN) HOYMO|SIAND. A II(@IWAHH IS
alleovomleel A(aflom, @REINYODHID WICHNINIOW ald(@1WAHSTNVIOM
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20© Bald®)HI0EERS}0 ROMMINIMLMBS)AEM DU3H|S)ATIVBIENIN®). DO
AIDOMIMIMBHBOS Oalo®) Mloassewd (Common Law) agmolweaqisyam)
(CCEO C.1493 8 1). ag)momd 80600 (al0CRUTldTVRDIOSD)0 (aIC®Ld MW
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eMAllo MSOMMAN@IM)o, Sald®) MIVAOHIGE MOJIMEBOIBo BHOIBMIMBHSI@I
qorLY B3 Mm@ aMyens (Ivan Zuzek, Index Analyticus). e(als:000, 30600
rLEROIVA}A0AN0 MVIMMROW] B0) (AIGMIB HOMM Mlaoalell @@ 1e:0]a]
Oald®) HOMOM MWVWAMoaCIMEWIS Gal@O TVMYBINAOSH] BOGOO TVLEW)
esw)o quEIRINMAl0 (AIQIBCIMMEBS)0 MR |S)OM)EWIEM, EEOMOLBe0
MRWNS MIWa Tvoailwomo.

28 aV)ailaflaj®)Galonel, 2eI1BEMEWVIGE O}V D)0 @RoW1H:0la ™20V
GA@3alg TLOOM(BHARIEM GHICMIENEHHITT af)M®. B0} (alIGBUBlH:TVEWHS
®alo®) all®oano ®elaIm20W] B80) caRA @RYAajenilatiallom aIGlKo)eL 02D
MSloa0uM@TIE3 MIaM MIWElEnEMIOU BEAMILIBHITVERWOS HAIOD®) BOEMO
MHUBBY @MIVY®ROWIFM@ MIWAMo MSHNAND. (aldGRUTlH BDE3L0UI]
HMOOMEBBGlo olBailH3B)0 @RAINES 10003UAINHVEBBL]. 80600 (10GBUTlM:
TVRV)ASV)o MIWAIMTVI® aldOMIOLEBSI6MN @D HEB:E0L0 §alQIaN@)o
MOHENMD®)0. BRMYOB:06NE * B0CMOLNEHNIMS’ ag)M BDEBLOUI1E: MLOOM
algall ¢oodlad MlaMss Mam HEIa NG 21002dWBleeeq|semeaanlal.
HCEOOLNHP0 5)F0VRVNLNSH )l (aldECBUBIBIVEHUBEN)0 NIDWHAOW
Dalo®) HICMIMBHFI08 NO®ROW] MR S;EDIVIFHBS, ARE @RYAafyenil
aHal) TLOOMAJEM, DLIEHO HEOMILNsed GaRAE @RAH] af)afldEdH0q|d3
TMEYSHE M@IH]V15)83©).

DOIOG (2 ITVEG] H@SIAULO}M AOQOD) HOOEMo B:)SIWYNE. GARA @B
endlatta] ag)aM S:0EMIM]E: BDEBLOWIHTLOOMO, HEAMILNEHITVRW)HS Hald®)
D1R2M0adl®V1GE MR |S;DIV1ClEn)M®)0 @G DUBOHHISB)M @OWI
500 BRAUMIWEBUD Bi®Y20W dhoemomsgled (CCEO c¢.152-154) (CCEO
cc. 55-150) mldqailajigissomosny (CCEO cc. 55-150). @pemavawo &0emo
eilenomnomano al3il®)o, alMOIEMIHR066MB;1eI0 (aI0GRUI:R0W] A0(@o
(aIOENIRII MBS @O6M). NITWEQ]S (I0GBUTHTVEBHBIEM @M HEBEI0L0 6219
.
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SHOCMIENEHO] @RYWaolH)IVIEL  H006Mo, DEIBHOVIOLI alGlud)EL V)M
GO VIR0V ald(@IWIBHN0 BRUIGHI0 BRAIGIUDEBUS DUBHBHIBH)HW)o
@O 2L1H0 V(010G @OM)aHSIHN)HWIo HalQa)” (203 MDAMICW
miload cooalerIden8s @RGAISUVIG MIM)). ME@EmMSAIN, 1930-03 TVEJAl
A@ODORI @O MIFBEHLIT] 2001V al)NOOVDY TVooROMI@ “aileEBud
MEBB81HS M@ OlOM)o, HOAIM{HEEBB)0 @RYOIWM(BGHAAI0 aldeilesnens
@06Mm” ag)M al@luoyEL MlonndTVME@3 MM &:G3a{le)eW)o O21T®). @R
MO@3, ALIBHOMRVIG @R ®ROVIBIBN)MM ‘BH0cmoNlesnom’ _oemMavo
allwomo DEIB:O BHCOMILINBHITVERWINS BRAIGINNN0 HBAIMIE:RINANAWS].
™ISl MIBY@IBHIVEWITE MM MLNOMAl)e oIBAlW)o @RV 1HBlEONa|S)H
20(@2£}, HOHAAINWIRIGAN @RYENIB BHEOMILIBNITVEBVIOS OO IMHEBOS DLl
B0 HCOMILINBHITVE &)SIM@3 TVMIMMNAIBE)E>WIAI6T).

@AAL MVMY6IBB)o B)ati(alal0MMEIBB)0

MEHUE ®alenss TvMaoiBo al@lGaldatlalee)aN AOMIBHIMB HO0L0LI0
OO GRELYHHUM BRPMLAN® HAFIMOWE AVUWBSA HOTVaId DRI BB
GBS TLRWINAI 60) CGAGIA|SHHOOMWa] BO) GO @RSITLAOMAIBH al(@
20RLIAEBBSILNOS FMQOW B0} AUIBOD (alalGlaflHn)0I0Md M@IEMISHo alleld
al@l(wooila)). BoBEMEWILMD MVRWIeEI 2llLIO)PS alEOBIBs TMLOIDIMOAGINIEMo
)9} HODIEM HAFIMOSICBD®). GRAIV}OS (AlWOM alEIGIAflcUWo: DRI
HCOMIENHHOTVEWHS aIOBORLYHHUO HOCMILNBHINIOAI al3ailoem.

&A3IMoU3 Mo}EAM MO®OMal)3QR0WV]Gle06Mo 30) A0YJalS] MTBE1W
©®. GPOIONG OBBAMNEBOHSOAMo NITWHA]S OGO EWILTV}HH0BH6 Afla®
@00l AIEEnImIEd MW 2RI TVRIELIHUOM GARA @A afjnilodtq 0w
goem MlaAlaflg)886@aN)0, H0cMLNEHNITS @GR Mlwalafislal agan)o, Al
HHOMYo MHF BHO0LOLIVOMIM)o BRMIG3 MIMWEROMAIOLIMI0 @REZa00 af)¥)
@OO@. 2LIB:0 GHEOMILlendoTedsas MWIMmMIW caRA @RYAafMilata]
(210GBUBlE: TVEIAIDOMIQYOIIT H0EMILINEHHIM @YW @OV 1H:ClENe|S)HW)o
I ClEOO S} HW)o HaIQAN H00Y0 AUDIHHIM GO IWIT alo0ABUAlaHW
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28! af)MOWVIBlEesMo @REGa00 DERUBla|®)o af)S}TIVWDo. BRMYOHINE 2Ll
O HCOMILINHHITVEWOS CORIBLYHUM HOE®oLllesd aldail meciamel,
@13 poaiflso ¢ooallad mlamel af)moem AllaldH. alGdd, A0)aldHo al(®
B3 H)S] alOAVIOS)OBIVD, DLIBHO HEOMOLINLHOTVEWINS alOMOEDY
HHUMOWY GRA @RYAa)enilatal0) &Hocmoelsndalzall AEenom Mloasla))
HQAUIN)o, @RO GAVOIW)AIHEMAN)AEM. DG GRAVM JAIHETNAN) A(@2L], Alellw
80) OOGIELOOEN HaIDGRMOTIM OBAUVHNGHV)0 AalW®). @OMOHIE OS
OMDOAN al(MRORLIAIBSILNHS BRM GO)COMENBMIW)o AUAN). DEIEHO BHEONI
EilenoTEWINS Hald®M)all®moano @EINIMA0W] WlaIMITVi®o MlYAIMMOW
caRAd @rdafmilata] @Y TVEWOS GHICMOLNBHO NIDAIWINMA AMMVIaId
89109005} HMNE] AIaM).  HABGINOUW3 @O)CaMIWIOHS HOMIOM Allaldl®anelo,
AN ®® M0e}0IM GRAUMGla{la))od:0E B$1aIEnIN0WI0)aN).  GRMOV®),
60003 MlaM)88 MM BTNV BHICMIRNEHNIMS al3ail 2BSIT al060m
H006MEBBOT al000dwl aflgloalsslanoe, caRd @ydajimilada] af)MSS
moomano al3allw)o M@EIW]S)HENBIN)0, GRM® ALIB:O &ETMILlendrEOIG3
B0CMILIBN0 6N10QI0WHS BDGBLOUIIB:TLNIMA0 alB3alY)RHEMIMMBS AV Yo
QY E®R0HHORNVO)IM).  alEHH, TV@ S0 @0V 1B BleNM@IMEIELd AlWO®!
B0BOM BB TV)B:000 TVLIANIMH|SICMINGIM)B8 HAGIMIB dloycamlwes
aflanel ((0aoOg aldleMl®aneio &E0 H@GIRLOVEMES)o B)ati(ala IOEMEBS)0
@o(®o.

DEIB0 BHEOMOLINEHI TVRIELYGHM ‘H0EMILNEHNIMS” @RI GRCIWE ]
S)aM 300 O3 AUDIHHIEMO MVOOEDH Y HO0LOLIVOMIEMI alogomM)alealan
(I @OQIN)o 2 {lAN0H6)Pa]2}NBOHE]. GRG af)(@EWO @RENIGLERAUSILIN0EM.
$006Mo, alDOIV®Y TVEBHB)OS G000LIVOTING GRELHHUN @R MG A3
MOu8 20 B0aRAINM (MG (VVELWIINEM DEHIOYEBUE afludlay, CARA
@A apenilaa IO TMLOOMOIEBINO6MO DUBAIHS MSOMOQ|FD®. BONITVAEMOIGaO
MO E2RO6M GaldUd EMNBOAM 20Balda] HODHOWIa|l5) MTIHIW HLIalm, @g\o)g
OIV(BHFO] BRDLM® HBFIMOU3 AYANREGLIO HAVOWIEMIWV]LNHS MMy Wleel
AUO®NH900 (aIDIMIW] @REIAIMY Sale)(30 cgelo%:ﬂm? SIlanom o)A (aler1yo
il B0 @R@IMOW] @RGZA00 @IO)AIMAN)00 @RMIRBOIVM GRADAIVEIIG3
@6ME) (al0QINDY0 BRV@MIANHWo H2IT® HO0Yo, af)2loalo}o GROITINISISS
@o6m. GaRA @RYBafenilata O TLOOMIEBINOEMo @M LMD BGFIMOU3 M)AV
30013, Hale(B0 G TV &ilamom @lo)eaml, @@ LIN® HAGIMIUd @0d aIdLs]
aloom@3, Mloalw] oeaIcle: CaRIRLGHMRIAB, HOAURG:A, TVMITV®A, GREIRD
A3 af)MIAUOIOS TVOMMIELYEHIG3 AIEMVIROW] MSAVIFBIID6M. D TVD®Y
@BBOSOWEI0 20a])ailSlajOd:06ME, 2LIB:0 BIBCMEWIHIV TVeWleeal alleid
DEIBO BHCOMILNBHITVRTWES af) @00V CoN(alGAUWD0 HaITMD B)0}aORI6M).
O®FIELOOEMIRMBDOW D &)(al2lEEMEEBUS MIEIHB12LOB06ME alDOIV®Y
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VBSOS BREDIAHHUM @M LAN® &HAB3IMoUd ML Boand @loycam] alens)o
@RAVMIWRLAOW] AfPID: “DD AlMEIMT®Y GO)TVALITHITI M) AlYSMROW)o
@RINI220W)o @ROIWafl5)88@IM (aldH000, I8, 0@ nITLAICWITT, ael
B0 HCOMILNBNITVRWINS AlOGRIM® BRUI1G0MNIMAM LI 1E:Gafldl6e)

an®” (Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud, Port. N. 118/2005, dated 29 July 2005).
af)TMOBHIME BWIUDE: B U3!

DRIEHO HEOMILINEHITIRHW TVIWOROMINGIUIMBS B30) CGRRA @RYAHS)]
af)allEs:00 ]G3 TMVEWOVS] QWAC)GHW)o @RGINIG CGALIRLHHUMIV] B0) CORA
@R Aajenilavtaflom Mwalee)H0)0 H2ITM@IG 2LIEHO BIBCMEUIETV VR
Oloel 2lleid @R@LI®] (aldSlaflee)sH®io @RAGMHO HHIBB)HW)o Bl
af)WIMOSEMAN MTI0 BAHUlHEBOS MHAN BRYOICWENBMIEM. @RAIOYOS ailel
QI0B6B8)o @E](A IV (aldSMEBB)R06M MM MMI M0 alE02BUTlaj®. G@RA
U688 20)alSld8)o M0 HBGISOWISNBEEID.  af)aINIM3, AUISMROWV] GRAI®
Qlaflooe® aflel @RSINLNOM H00468BU3 Mo alGIEUIWIBH}EMIOUE MO(@ED 0D
BWIUIELGB)OS WLNIBMN &H006Mo MAEH) AMAVILIANGBH). LSO GO0
ellenoTrW)OSs aflel MEIGDE: MILINI0S)E:3, NLIE:0 BOBTIMEWIBMS TVBWVHE)
DUBOHHHOBBOM MVOWIBNMAIVE].  DUBEE 008 MIRIMIGEHNMM TVOa0210Y
EBBUB B)S}M@3 MoLIBaHOT® QilSlaj}QI0)Cm)OAMIBS® MLIERIAIG:R06M. Bl
B:OTVE B0} (al021lM @RATIE®OAINE: TVRWOVM)OB06ME TVLOBQY(@IH TLEW)
20W)BS @PGNOM H)F0TD, TVRICRHAIW @PGHM @RALAIGIGIIIM)o Wleal
MI@Baflm)o aEOOOTIEN}0 @MIAINOI@IOMANIEM DLIEHO HECOMOILNBHITVE
ailvoinileeam@.  MIBQY@ I TVEIGFIWWI@ MIM8s GRGIHM caIdG)
@lal ag)(@20(@o ®10MatISEEBUE @I@IM QIO)OWINBHINEIBIHNAN) af)) 2I1GB)(@o
TLOBHIBHNAMIENS.  MVIBQY@]E: TVERIB)FOVAWI@ (A1GQIUTl2] ALIEBOTVE - BRI
6MELJ0 DLIB:O HEOMIRIBHITVE - AOSIED af)P)alOme]) AIGAHRIV] af)(@
200 al)GOINM] HOHBAUGPOAIM)0 af)aMAI(@o MMBHUB CMSIHWS)CMOAI
M@)o, BMAHLTVD}AODHIM) af)(@ AULNY M@ §2ITOMOAUMD)o @RYABEN)0 MIGaH
Wleeomodslal. Mlafialdy MYELIS80W alaid@sn)e @@) auaildlmanasens.

BRMCAIIOLIMOIN, DEIEHO HCOMILNBHITVE VBRIV B0) G2I03}ailam
200 DLIB0 BIBOMEUIBTV TVERWEN) MMINOE: MILINMHO8IIAN). TVEIUNHO]
@200, 6MNEOW BlVoWI@3 2NlANW]HH)AN AlLIBHH)o DOMDO BH6eNBYailSICHEn6NE alel
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©OEM), RRIBO HEOMILINBHITVRWNS MVIMIELIAN0 A)GEIVDIWo 2llLIBeHEe
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To clear the confusion created by the publication of the letter
of Walter Cardinal Kasper to the Orthdox Church, the
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia released an
explanatory note. The following is the English translation of
the Malayalam Original.

THE MALANKARA CATHOIC CHURCH
Major Archbishop and Catholicos

Holy Father Pope John Paul Il of happy memory raised the Malankara
Catholic Church on February 2, 2005 as a Major Archiepiscopal Church and
its chief Prelate who is its head and Father as Major Archbishop. This is hailed
by the other Religions as well as Christian Churches and Communication Media
as an incomparable and unforgettable event in the history of the Malankara
Catholic Church and they offered special greetings and best wishes to the
Church community. Unfortunately, some of the Prelates, priests and laity of
the Malankara Orthodox community viewed this with anxiety and tried to
belittle it with evil intentions. After this, from certain corners, statements, which
engender wrong notions and vicious propaganda to the effect, arose. Besides,
by publishing the reply letter of His Eminence Walter Cardinal Kasper, in
charge of Vatican’s Secretariat for Church Unity, sent to one of the Prelates of
the Orthodox Church, in response to a petition submitted to the same
Congregation, they tried to propagate confusion and false notions, among the
public and among the Faithful of the Church. Under these circumstances we
deem it our duty to point out the truth of the matter and its details, in reality.

Local Individual Church

The Malankara Catholic Church is a local Individual Church in the world
wide Catholic Communion. There are 22 Church communities, big and small,
in communion with the Catholic Church, which exist under two regional
divisions, known as Eastern and Western. In general, the Latin Church is known
as the Western Church. The remaining 21 Church communities belong to the
Eastern Division, each practicing its own Christian traditions. Our Malankara
Catholic Church belongs to this group as one of the Eastern, Apostolic.
Churches. This Church was formed by the missionary activities of St. Thomas,
one of the apostles of Jesus Christ. Pope John Paul Il of happy memory has
qualified the Malankara Catholic Church as ‘one of the fastest growing
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Churches of the world’ (Ad Limina visit, March 2000). Taking into account
the apostolic foundation of this Church, its antiquity, stability and growth, the
late Pope John Paul Il raised this Church to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal
Church.

“The Christian religion was established in India by St. Thomas, the apostle
himself and it was fruitfully guided by his successors and it prospered through
diverse traditions in the past centuries. The Syro-Malankara community, which
was reunited to the See of Rome in 1930 has attained the greatest growth in its
number of faithful and pastors and at the same time has preserved its ancient
ecclesial faith and patrimony. Hence, understanding clearly the illustrious
position of the Church and taking the same into account, we have decided to
raise that Syro-Malankara Catholic Community as the Major Archiepiscopal
Church of Trivandrum, with all the rights and obligations prescribed in the
Code of the Eastern Code of Canon Law” (Apostolic Bull No. 570 809, 10
February 2005).

Major Archbishop has been appointed as common Father and Head of this
Church in order to guide this Church, to serve and to make it grow. It is His
Grace, Cyril Mar Baselios, who, till then was the Archbishop Metropolitan of
Trivandrum, who is appointed the Major Archbishop: “Making use of our
apostolic authority, we appoint you as the Major Archbishop of Trivandrum of
the Syro-Malankara Church. You will have all the rights and duties incumbent
upon your office and position” (Apostolic Bull No. 570 809, 10 February 2005).

Major Archiepiscopal Churches

Only three Local Churches in communion with the Catholic Church have
been raised to the Major Archiepiscopal status. They are the Ukranian, the
Syro-Malabar and the Syro-Malankara Catholic Churches. The Universal
Church grants to the Major Archbishops and to the Major Archiepiscopal
Churches, the authority and rights that were given to the Patriarchs of the
ancient Patriarchal Churches in communion with the Holy See. In the common
code of the Oriental Churches these powers are specified. “A Major Archbishop
is the Metropolitan of a see determined or recognized by the Supreme Authority
of the Church, who presides over an entire Eastern Church, sui juris, not
endowed with the patriarchal title” (c.151). “What is stated in common law
concerning patriarchal Churches or patriarchs is understood to be applicable
to Major Archiepiscopal Churches or Major Archbishops, unless the common
law expressly provides otherwise or it is evident from the nature of the matter”
(c.152). “Major Archbishops hold the precedence of honor immediately after
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patriarchs according to the order in which the Church over which they preside
was erected as a Major Archiepiscopal Church” (c.154).

Under the circumstance that the Malankara Catholic Church has been raised
to the Major Archiepiscopal status sui juris, she has entered into the canonical
set up, above mentioned. The Major Archbishop, who is its common father
and chief prelate, has received the official status and rank, which call forth the
right of autonomy, congenial to that status and rank. In short, the status of
Major Archbishop in the Universal Catholic Church, is not merely a personal
rank, but it is a high office for the official service of the Church, which entails
canonical autonomous rights.

Common Father and Head

The title “Major Archbishop” was used from the early days of the Church
to signify those Archbishops, who have authority over other Archbishops (Nicea
325) c.4; Ephesus (431) c.8; Cleri Sanctitati (cc 324-334). In the early periods
of the Church, in some Local Churches, this title was used instead of the title
Patriarch. The acceptance and confirmation of rights, which the Local Churches
received through Vatican Il in the Universal Catholic Church, enabled these
Churches to get their patrimony and traditions canonically stabilized. What
the Malankara Catholic Church, as a Local Individual Church, received now,
is this canonical sanction and arrangement of things. What the Universal Church
has done through this new provision is to preserve the ancient patrimony or
traditions of each of these Local Churches without damage. The Metropolitan
of such a Church, like the Patriarch of the Patriarchal Church, was accepted as
the head of the Church. Similarly, in the Catholic Church, the authority and
rights given to the Major Archbishop is equal to those of the Patriarch according
to the Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches (CCEO cc.151-154). As head
of the autonomous Local Church, there is no intermediary between the heads
of the Universal Church, the Pope and of the Malankara Catholic Church. “I
am glad to inform you that the office and status of Major Archbishop, which is
granted to you, through which you happily rule over the Malankara Catholic
Church as its common father and lofty head, that this is the supreme authority
of the Church, which in communion with the Pope, the head of the Universal
Church, you represent” ( Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud, Prot No.108/2005,
10" May 2005). By that very fact, in the Malankara Catholic Church, which
perpetuates the traditions of the Malankara Church, the rank of the “‘Catholicos’
is due to its local supreme head. Therefore to understand and accept the Major
Archbishop of that Church as *Catholicos’ is nothing but just and reasonable.
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The meaning of the word *Catholicos’ is ‘common head’ (A Compendious
Syriac Dictionary, Payne Smith, p.523).

The appointment of the Major Archbishop involves all powers and rights
of the Patriarch. But some point out the absence of the use of the term
‘Catholicos’ in the appointment order from Rome as an objection. The reason
for this absence is that the term *Catholicos’ is only the usage of a particular
Individual Church, which perpetuates the tradition of the Syrian Church. At
the same time, the status, rights and authority of the Major Archbishop are
canonically specified in the Catholic Church. Appointments are made to the
offices specified in the Code of Canons for the Oriental Churches in common.
It is under this circumstance that the Major Archbishop, as the supreme head
of the Malankara Major Archiepiscopal Church, is appointed. As such, he
carries with him the rank of the Catholicos, the official title of that Church.
Besides, it has the particularity that the Malankara Orthodox and Jacobite
Churches accept this rank and are well acquainted with it.

Part of the Patrimony

The term *Catholicos’ which the Malankara Catholic Church has accepted,
iIs part of its patrimony. Several other ancient Churches also have appropriated
the same. “Even though his appointment is as Major Archbishop, according to
your ecclesial tradition, you can address him Catholicos. Some have tried to
object it. But those attempts did not succeed. For, in your tradition there is no
such title as Major Archbishop. Instead, there is only the title Catholicos.
Therefore in my opinion, you may address him, most befittingly, Catholicos
and not Major Archbishop” ( His Eminence, Varkey Cardinal Vithayathil:
Presidential Address, 14 May 2005).

Without properly understanding the appointment of the Major Archbishop
of the Malankara Catholic Church and the office of the Catholicos involved in
it, some people propagate false notions regarding the same by presenting the
afore-said official appointment and status in a defective manner. It is some of
the members of the Malankara Orthodox Church, who are greatly disturbed.

Why this Disturbance?

The Orthodox Church has accepted, though not with appreciation, the
appointment of the head of the Malankara Catholic Church as Major
Archbishop. But some among them contest that it is not the status of Catholicos
and that the rank of the Catholicos, is solely the right of the Orthodox Church.
This stand point does not agree with facts. When things are logically analyzed
in the historical background, one will understand the truth.
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The official status and rank of the Catholicos is a status that evolved
particularly in the Eastern Syrian Churches. It got established among the Eastern
Church Communities under the Church of Antioch, especially in the Chaldean
and Jacobite Churches. The Celeucian Church of Persia (East Syrian Church)
formed the Catholicate and Catholicos in the Chaldean Church with
understanding with the Western Fathers in order that their Church might become
independent. (Chediath, “Eastern Catholicos” p.73). The Maphrianate and
Muphrian were established for the Jacobites of the Eastern Church. Maphrian
Bar Haebraya (1264-1286) had used *Catholicos’ along with his name.

Now, 3 of the Catholicos-Patriarchs of the East Syrian Church claim the
succession of the ancient Catholicos. They are: the Catholic Catholicos-
Patriarch of Iraq, the Eastern Church Patriarch of Irag (Nestorian) and the
Assyrian (Nestorian) Patriarch of Chicago (Chediath; Eastern Catholicos,
p.277). Besides, the Armanian Church perpetuates this official title.

From the historical background, explained above, it becomes clear, from
where the office of the Catholicos originated and wherever the use of the title
is used at present. So also, we will be able to understand from it the
meaninglessness of the claim of the Orthodox Church for the title of Catholicos
solely as their own.

Catholicate in the Malankara Church

The Episcopal rank ‘Catholicos’ was established in the Malankara Church
under the leadership of Mar Ivanios in 1912, following the tradition perpetuated
in the ancient Churches. What Mar Vattasseril Divannasios and others desired
was to set free the Malankara Church from the direct rule of the Patriarch of
Antioch. Though it was intended for this purpose the Fathers and community
of faithful of the Malankara Church considered that for the erection of the
Catholicate, the recognition of the Patriarch was necessary. It was thus that
the first Catholicos was installed in 1912. But the 2" and 3 were enthroned
by the Malankara Orthodox Church alone. Again, the Patriarch of Antioch
installed the 4th one in 1964. The Orthodox Church followers installed the 5th
and the 6th successors independently. In the year 2002, the Jacobite Patriarch
of Antioch ordained a Maphrian in Malankara. He is known after the name of
‘Great Catholicos’. The Catholicos of the Malankara Orthodox Church is
considered as independent and supreme head of the Church. The Maphrian of
the Patriarchal party is dependant of the Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch. Except
that the Malankara Orthodox Church approved and accepted the provision of
the Syrian Church with regard to this official status and rank of the Catholicos,
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no other claim could be raised over it. On the other hand, it is the common
patrimony of the entire Syrian Church.

The Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church is the Father and
Head (Pater et Caput) of an Individual Church and the Chief Patriarch of Rome
appoints him. This Church has no other common father and head above him.
He is the supreme head of the Malankara Catholic Church, appointed by the
Pope of Rome. What is involved in this is the status and rank of Catholicos
envisaged and recognized in the ancient Syrian Church. That rank and official
status exist in and is approved by the Malankara Orthodox Church. Since the
Malankara Catholic Church has appropriated the common patrimony of the
Malankara Church, its order of Episcopal rank is also the patrimony of the
Church. Therefore the supreme head of the Malankara Catholic Church is the
Catholicos in the order of the Episcopal rank of that Church.

“A Rite is the liturgical, theological, spiritual and disciplinary patrimony,
culture and circumstances of history of a distinct people by which its own
manner of living the faith is manifested in each Church sui juris” (CCEO
c.28). The Malankara Catholic Church entered into communion with the
Universal Church, safeguarding its rite, which the Church fosters. Under this
circumstance, the Malankara Catholic Church nourishes all the ecclesial
patrimony, which lies dispersed in all the Malankara Church communities. Its
order of government and is ranks and offices and authority are included in this
patrimony. If the supreme head of the Malankara Church exists in the official
status and rank of the Catholicos, the supreme head of the Malankara Catholic
Church also exists and is acknowledged in the same official status and rank.
The glory and speciality of that status and rank in the Malankara Catholic
Church is that it is known and approved by the Universal Church.

Major Archbishop and Catholicos

We have mentioned above the objection, that in the appointment order from
Rome, the term used is Major Archbishop and not Catholicos.

The Holy Father has appointed a suitable head when he raised the Malankara
Catholic Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church.

There are two Codes of Canons in the Catholic Church: One for the Latin
Church (CIC); and the other for the Oriental Churches (CCEQ). Within the
Catholic Church, matters and administrative regulations, pertaining to all
Eastern Churches in common are dealt with in the Code of Canons for the
Oriental Churches. This is known as the common laws for the Oriental Churches
(CCEO c.1493 #1). But the particular laws required in order to protect and

83



Documentations

perpetuate the traditions, regulations regarding the liturgical services and special
characteristics of each Individual Church, are specified and included in the
common Code of Canons for the Oriental Churches {CCEO c.1493, cf.
Apostolic Constitution Sacri Canones, A.A.S 82 (1990) 1033-1044}. Thus
there are about 200 provisions granted in the common canons for safeguarding
the tradition and to further codify rules and make adequate changes necessary
for the pastoral needs under changing circumstances and places in the sui juris
Churches. (Ivan Zuzek: Index Analyticus). Thus the common canonical set up
of the Catholic Church is that each individual Church should prepare its
particular Code of canons by itself and attach the same to the Common Code
and make it complete.

As mentioned above, the Catholicos is a super Episcopal rank which has its
origin in and approval of the Malankara Church. When the Holy Roman See
appoints a Major Archbishop as common Father and Head of an Individual
Church, the appointment is made in accordance with the common Code of the
Catholic Church. The regional official positions and titles are not subject of
reference there. The canonical traditions of each Individual Church manage
and control the same. The official Episcopal status, ‘Catholicos’ need not be
mentioned in the appointment order from Rome. The status of the Major
Archbishop, granted to the Major Archiepiscopal Malankara Catholic Church
is a rank, which is definitely specified in the Common Code, which is binding
to all the Individual Churches, in communion with the Catholic Church.

There is yet another reason, which manifests its relevance. The canonical
official status of the Major archbishop is defined in the Common Code of
Canons of the Catholic Church and the rights and authority involved in it is
clearly specified in the canons (CCEO cc.152-154); (CCEO cc.55-150)
respectively. At the same time the status and rank, though ancient, are put into
practice only locally. It is the concerned Local Churches that handle the same.

Right and Duty

The culmination of the negotiations of the Malankara Church with the
Universal Church for several decades was brought about through the leadership
of Mar Ivanios. The main demand placed to the Holy See was: “Our ancient
rite, liturgy and patrimonies are to be safeguarded”.

Further, “The Malankara Catholicate does not desire to exist subsidiary to
the Antiochene Syrian Church of Beirut”. For, the Malankara Sacred Synod
enjoys independent patriarchal rights and authority and it wields them
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throughout the Malankara territory” (Petition of Mar Ivanios to Rome). In
continuation to this, in the year 1930, in the commencement of Reunion, an
epoch-making event in the history of the Church, the Holy See has ordered as
follows: ““You must preserve your own Rite, Patrimonies and Order of Liturgical
practices”. Hence, the Catholicos- Administrative System, granted to the
Malankara Church has become the claim and part of the Patrimony of the
Malankara Catholic Church. Through this, this status and rank was not only
got approved in the Universal Church, but also the Malankara Church has
enriched the multifarious patrimonies of the Universal Catholic Church.

Half Truths and False Propaganda

By this time, some people have tried to publish through the media of News
Papers, basing on a letter addressed to one of the prelates of the Malankara
Orthodox Church by His Eminence Walter Cardinal Kasper, the Vatican
Secretariat for promoting unity among the Churches. The Cardinal wrote the
letter to pacify some members of the Orthodox Church, who sent the petition
to him. The main subject of the petition was the Catholicos status granted to
the supreme head of the Malankara Catholic Church. The Cardinal must have
sent that reply letter in a tactful manner. Its inner meanings were no topic for
consideration to the concerned Orthodox members. They interpreted the words
of the Cardinal that Vatican has appointed the head of the Malankara Church
as Major Archbishop, not as Catholicos and that Vatican and his Secretariat
have nothing to do with it. Perhaps what the Cardinal meant was it is not a
matter of the official document of Vatican whether the Major Archbishop
appointed for the Malankara Catholic Church is recognized and accepted as
Catholicos. But it is regulated as per ecclesiastical traditions of the Local
Individual Church. Therefore, it does not mean that the head of the Malankara
Church has no rank of the Catholicos, but it only means that its source is not
from Rome. But the opposition parties published in the Dailies that Rome has
denied the status of Catholicos to the Major Archbishop, the supreme head of
the Malankara Catholic Church and that it is invalid. This is not only untrue,
but has caused a great misunderstanding to the public. Hence it was necessary
to be immediately corrected through the media of News Papers. That is, the
legally appointed Major Archbishop as common father and head of the
Malankara Catholic Church is the Catholicos of the same Church was to be
made understood. By introducing the whole truth, the sinister effects of His
Eminence the Cardinal’s letter could have been avoided. That is, even though
the status of the Catholicos was not referred to in the appointment order from
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Rome for reasons afore mentioned, the status and rank of the Major Archbishop
has been granted and that position, in the Malankara Catholic Church is the
official status and rank of the Catholicos, could be made clear. But the
enthusiasm is not to understand the truth!. But the after effects of the
unsuccessful attempt of His Eminence the Cardinal to please the Orthodox
members caused only certain misunderstandings and false propaganda.

The statement that neither Vatican nor the Council for the Unity of Churches
is responsible in the matter that the head of the Malankara Catholic Church is
known as Catholicos’ also has created general confusion. How absurd is the
statement! For, it is under supervision and sollicitude of Mousa Cardinal Daoud,
the head of the Congregation for Oriental Churches, these things, especially,
the installation ceremony of the Major Archbishop have taken place. It is a
fact known to all that the appointment order, duly signed by Pope John Paul |1
of venerable memory, which was sent through the State Secretary Angelo
Cardinal Sodano, was announced by Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana, the
Vatican representative in India, and that he visited the Metropolitan Cathedral,
Trivandrum twice for the purpose. The installation ceremony of the Major
Archbishop was publicly solemnized in the presence of His Eminence Mousa
Cardinal Davoud, Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana, His Eminence Mar Varkey
Cardinal Vithayathil, very many Archbiships and Bishops, Religious and
Faithful. It is incomprehensible then, how some members of the Malankara
Orthodox Church, hiding the truth, have appeared against the Malankara
Catholic Church. Denying all these false propaganda, His Eminence Mousa
Cardinal Davoud, the head of the Oriental Churches, has again written thus:
“As has been stated by this Dicastery, clearly and decisively, it is you, Mar
Baselios, who represents the Supreme Authority in your Malankara Catholic
Church” (Ignace Cardinal Mousa Davoud- Prot. N. 118/2005, 29" July 2005).

Why these fearful Apprehensions?

Why do some members of the Malankara Orthodox Church express
dissatisfaction and dissension for the Malankara Catholic Church having been
raised as an autonomous (sui Juris) Major Archiepiscopal Church, and its head
appointed as a Major Archbishop, is to be enquired among the people concerned.
We referred earlier to some of their arguments and expression of opinion. We
had also answered them. But we can understand the true reason for these fearful
apprehensions only when we examine some fundamental things, which are
not clearly expressed. The Malankara Orthodox Church cannot take in certain
standpoints of the Malankara Catholic Church. It is nothing but natural that
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the circumstances that perpetuate inner violent disagreements will certainly
call forth more conflicts. Since the Malankara Church is an ancient apostolic
Church, the Malankara Catholic Church believes that its communion with the
Universal Church is inevitable for the preservation of its fundamental ecclesial
existence and progress. History bears witness to how much irreparable damage
its separation from communion with the Universal Church brings on it. No
body could deny how much progress the Malankara Church, which entered
into communion with the Universal Church — that is the Malankara Catholic
Church — has achieved, how much benefits she has received and what great
good she has done to human society during the past 75 years. This is evident
to all those who are unbiased.

Similarly, the Malankara Catholic Church stands before the Malankara
Orthodox Church as a strong question mark. This Church raises several
questions, for which answers are to be found by those who think in the right
direction on the basis of the Church. It is precisely these reasons, why the
presence and the progress of the Malankara Catholic Church become unpleasant
to some people.

Conclusion

The Malankara Catholic Church, which celebrates the Platinum Jubilee of
the Reunion Movement, is indeed blessed today. She has grown into an ecclesial
community with full freedom of internal administration, a dream cherished by
her ancient Fathers and community of faithful, through being raised to the
status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church. The fact is that through its elevation
the apostolic patrimonies, traditions, legal status and ranks and administrative
set up, are being accepted in the Universal Church. We can look at this as a
culmination of the dialogue that prolonged for several decades. Let us, children
of the Malankara Church understand this as the design of God and march
forward.

The Chancellor,
Malankara Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum - 4.
The Platinum Jubilee
of the Reunion Movement
20.9.2005
Trivandrum.
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The Codification of the Particular Law of the
Malankara Catholic Church

The Report of the Meeting of the Expert Committee
Held on 29th November 2005

Having received the preliminary draft of the Particular Law, from the
appointed committee of 83 members, it was decided to convene the second
group of the experts that comprised of 33 members appointed by the Episcopal
Synod. The following are the members of this Committee:

1. Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil 2. Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kallunkal OIC
3. Rev. Dr. Joseph Gnayalloor 4. Rev. Dr. Varghese Thannickakuzhy
5. Very Rev. Dr. George Kalayil 6. Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Kumbukkatt
7. Rev. Dr. Abraham Kakkanattu 8. \ery Rev. Dr. Chacko Aerath OIC
9. Rev. Dr. Mariadas (Mart) 10. Rev. Fr. Thomas Thanickakuzhy
11. Rev. Fr.J.V.Easwarankudiyil 12. Rev Fr. Philip Pantholil

13. Rev. Dr. John Padipurackal  14. Rev. Fr. P.T.Thomas

15. Rev. Dr. Samuel Kattukallil  16. Rev. Dr. Antony Kakkanattu

17. Rev. Dr. Mariadas OIC 18. Rev. Fr. Raju Parakottil

19. Rev. Fr. Abraham Pappadiyil 20. Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
21. Rev. Fr. Idicula Pandiathu 22 Rev. Fr. Mathew Karimpil

23. \ery Rev. Fr. S. Varghese 24. Rev. Fr. Sylvester OIC

25. Rev. Fr. John Charivupurayidathil 26. Rev. Fr. Samuel Thaikkottathil
27. Rev. Dr. Kuriakose Thadathil 28. Rev. Fr. James Mammoottil OIC
29. Rev. Sr. Dr. Ardra SIC 30. Rev. Sr. Dr. Anila Christy

31.Mr. John Titus 32. Dr. Cherian Thomas

33. Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC

The first committee is retained as a plenary assembly. The first official
meeting of this second committee was held on 29 November 2005, from 10.00
a. mto 4.00 p.m at “Srothas”, Pattom, Trivandrum. The meeting was chaired
by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos. It started with a prayer
guided by Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, Chancellor of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia. Of the 33 members 24 were present at the meeting.
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The Meeting

Following the prayer His Beatitude reminded the expert group about the
importance of the Codification of the Particular Law for our Church. He
proposed the following guidelines to work with the preliminary draft:

e The work of this committee should be more academic; we have to bring
out a draft with great precision and accuracy.

e There will be three Groups with specific topics assigned

e Each Group shall study the Draft provided, evaluate the work, analyze it,
make cross references where necessary and find out sources from our
existing ecclesiastical disciplines, cultural traditions and national and the
local customs and practices. In fact this is what makes the codification of
our particular law relevant.

e Each group may come together for addition, correction and for inclusion
of cannons which are most needed for the growth and development of our
Church. It is important that each member should be aware of the mind of
the Church, the need of the Church and its role in the modern world. For
this one should be more realistic and be practical minded with regard to
the role of the Malankara Church in our society and in the world around.

e \We need to work with a time bound plan.

e The final draft should have to be approved by the Synod of Bishops of the

Malankara Catholic Church and then it has to be sent to Rome.

Having made the necessary proposals the members were given a break.
After the break, a few articles from each section were taken out for sample
study and correction. This helped the members of the working Committees to
analyze and evaluate the preliminary draft in the manner initiated by His
Beatitude. After lunch the members came together for a short while to deliberate
their plan of action. These groups were led by their respective convenors.

It was decided that the draft should be studied, improved, and codified and
sent to the convenor before Feb. 20" 2005.

Conclusion

His Beatitude, as a concluding remark, said that it is to be kept in mind that

the main thrust of codifying the particular law of our Church is to re-capture

the spirit of our tradition and the spirituality of our Church and to disseminate
them to our faithful in an authentic and practical way.

His Beatitude congratulated Frs. Antony Valiyavilayil and Fr. John
Kochuthundil who edited and compiled the preliminary draft received from
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the various study groups of the First Drafting Committee. The meeting ended
at 2.30 p.m. with a vote of thanks proposed by Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil, the
Convenor of the Codification of the Particular Law.

STUDY GROUPS AND THE TOPICS

GROUP - ONE

. Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC (Convenor)
. Rev. Dr. George Thomas OIC

. Very Rev. Dr. Chacko Aerath OIC
. Rev. Dr. Antony Kakkanattu

. Rev. Fr. Sylvester OIC

. Rev. Fr. Abraham Pappadiyil

. Rev. Fr. Raju Parakottil

. Rev. Sr. Dr. Ardra SIC

. Rev. Sr. Dr. Anila Christy DM

10. Mr. John Titus

11. Dr. Cherian Thomas

[

O o0 ~NO Ol wWN

TOPICS

Part One:

Historical Preamble (p. v); General Canons, The Hierarchical
Constitution of the Syro Malankara Catholic Church (pp.1-36)
Part Four:

Religious, Laity Association (pp.56-68)

GROUP -TWO

1. Rev. Dr. Mariadas OIC (Convenor)

2. \Very Rev. Fr. John Varghese Easwarankudiyil
3. Rev. Dr. Joseph Gnayalloor

4. Rev. Dr. George Kalayil

5. Rev. Dr. John Padipurackal

6. Rev. Dr. Abraham Kakkanattu

7. Rev. Dr. Varghese Thannickakuzhy

8. Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Kumbukkatt
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9. Rev. Fr. Idicula Pandiathu
10. Rev. Dr. Mariadas (Marthandam)
11. Very Rev. Fr. James Mammoottil OIC

TOPICS

Part Two:

Eparchies and Bishops (pages 37-46)

Part Three:

Parish Administration and Clerics (pages 47-55)

Part Eight:

Offices and the Temporal Goods of the Church (90-94)

Part Seven:

Ecumenism, Dialogue with other Religions and Communicatio in Sacris

( page 89)

GROUP -THREE
1. Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil (Convenor)
2. Rev Fr. Philip Pantholil
3. Very Rev. Fr. S. Varghese
4. Rev. Fr. Samuel Thaikkoottathil
5. Rev. Fr. Mathew Karimpil
6. Rev. Dr. Samuel Kattukallil
7. Rev. Fr. Thomas Thanickakuzhy
8. Rev. Fr. P.T.Thomas
9. Rev. Dr. Kuriakose Thadathil
10. Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC
11. Rev. Fr. John Charivupurayidathil

TOPICS

Part Five:
Divine Worship and Administration of the Sacraments (pages 69-85);
Part Six:
Sacramentals, Holy Places, Sacred Times, Veneration of Saints, Oath
(pages 86-88)
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GUIDELINES FOR CODIFICATION

1. Fill in the provisions of the particular laws given in the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches (CCEQ). For this you may verify
the given draft with the attached list of canons.

2. Basing on our ecclesial tradition draft extension of particular laws,
if it is needed.

3. Caodify each canon in the first draft juridically and in accordance
with the mind of the Church.

4. Note down the juridical and other sources of each canon.

5. The last date of submitting the second draft is on 20" February
2006.

Sr. Ardra S.1.C.
Secretary
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 4/2005

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Most reverend Bishops, reverend Priests, Deacons, dear Religious and beloved
Faithful in Christ!

Let us offer gratitude to God almighty for his great graces on this occasion
when the Malankara Catholic Church is raised to the status of a Major
Archiepiscopal Church and its head elevated as Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
It is the highest acceptance that our Church received universally. Through
this an esteemed status, authority, rights and obligations of our Church are
recognized in the communion of the Catholic Church. We have to understand
this as a divine invitation to go forward harmonizing universal communion
and local realities, safeguarding the identity of the Malankara Church with the
right to self-governance.

The fact that our Malankara Catholic Church is raised to a self-governing
individual Church means that it has grown to the status of the governance of a
synodal structure. This invites the Hierarchs of the Church and the People of
God to a very serious responsibility. The Church that was nourished so far has
to grow by itself now, to make the People of God grow. It ought to attain
maturity and development into further prosperity to accomplish its
responsibilities by itself.
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On Synod

In the tradition of the Church, the synodal communion is the symbol of the
communion of the Church. The communion of the Hierarchs of the Church is
essential for the growth and existence of the ecclesial community. It is founded
on the divine Trinitarian communion. This unity of the Synod is the power of
the Church and source of freedom of self governance. The presence of the
Holy Spirit is the dynamic power of the communion of the Synod. Therefore,
as an apostolic communion inspired by the Holy Spirit, the Synod is sacred
and holy. The Malankara Catholic Church, elevated to the Major
Archiepiscopal status, will perform divine service to the People of God in the
communion and leadership of the Episcopal Synod.

The Episcopal Synod is the superior instance of government in the system
of Major Archiepiscopal ecclesial governance. The superior head of this Synod
is the Major Archbishop or Catholicos of our Church. In this Synod is vested
the power to elect the Major Archbishop-Catholicos and the Bishops who
exercise authority within the territorial boundaries of our Church. Besides
being executive, the Synod is also the superior legislative and judicial body
(CCEO cc 63, 85, 110, etc.).

Beloved Brothers and Children in Christ!

Let us heartily recall to mind the graces of God showered upon the Malankara
Church. The first canonical Synod of our Church is to be held at our Catholicate
Centre in Thiruvananthapuram from 16 to 19 August 2005. | request the prayers
of all the members of our Church for the success of this Synod.

From 30 March to 1 April 2005, we held a preparatory discussion and
gathering of the Synod at Cherupushpagiri, in the Eparchy of Tiruvalla. In
that gathering we had prayerfully pondered over the Enthronement service
and the structuring of the various apostolic activities of our Church. The present
Synod has a special importance as the First Canonical Synod after the
Enthronement service on 14 May 2005. The structuring of the Ordinary Synod,
and of the Permanent Synod, the formation of the various commissions of
apostolic activities, drafting the statutes of the various ecclesial tribunals, the
codification of the particular law of our Church and other important matters
are there on the agenda of this Holy Synod.

On this occasion we earnestly cherish the living memory of all our venerable
Archbishops and Bishops, reverend priests, religious and the faithful who
desired and prayed to see our Malankara Catholic Church in its local
individuality, internal freedom of governance and holy synodal structuring.
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I request all of you, your ardent and continuous prayers for the success of
the Synod.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle St.
Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in Christ
A AN Lo\
ANy P
Thirusannidhi Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos

05.08.2005. The Major Archbishop of the Malankara Church.

Our Father in heaven... ...

N.B. This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 5/2005

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Most reverend Bishops, reverend Priests, Deacons, dear Religious and beloved
Faithful in Christ!

The Malankara Church is an Apostolic local Church that got its form and
shape from the missionary activities of St. Thomas the Apostle. This communion
of the faithful strengthened itself here in its own apostolic tradition and spiritual
fervor of the ancient Church. It is clear, that this ecclesial community was in
unity and communion with the universal Church in the early decades. But, the
coming of the foreign missionaries in the seventeenth century brought about
division in this ecclesial communion. The after-effect of this was its alienation
from the universal communion.

The Malankara Church completes seventy-five years of its entry into full
communion with the universal Church under the leadership of Mar Ivanios,
who was a strong prophet of ecclesial unity and an unparalleled personality
who made his presence felt in the whole of the Malankara Church. This is a
time when we have to recall with a heart full of gratitude, the manifold blessings
and achievements that God almighty has showered upon our Church through
this historical event. On this occasion when we celebrate the platinum jubilee
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On Reunion Movement Platinum Jubilee

of the Reunion Movement, let us entrust into the holy hands of God all our
most reverend Bishops, priests, religious and the people of God, who lead us
to the communion with the universal Church. We shall march forward as a
community of faithful through the path of truth and unity that they showed us.

Unity or communion is the participation in the life of the Triune God. Where
there is communion, there is the presence of God. This reality is contained in
its depth in the ecclesial life. Precisely because of this, the divided Malankara
Church desired for unity with the Universal Church. The Reunion that took
place in the Malankara Church in 1930 was not a accidental event. This reunion
was the final result of a continuous dialogue between the Malankara Church
founded by St. Thomas the Apostle and the Apostolic Church of Rome, a
communion of the universal Church. Through this, the liturgy, spiritual heritage
and traditions of a very ancient local apostolic Church became the common
patrimony of the universal communion of the Church. This could be considered
as a prelude to the vision of unity of the Second Vatican Council.

A local Church attains the fullness of its ecclesiality only through its
communion with the universal Church. The Malankara Church obtained this
fullness through the Reunion. Today our Church celebrates the platinum jubilee
of the fullness of this ecclesial life.

The unprecedented growth of the Malankara Catholic Church in the past
has been very specially taken note of in the Universal Church. The greatest
proof of this can be seen in the acceptance of the Malankara Catholic Church
as the fastest growing Church in the world by the Holy Father Pope John Paul
Il of venerable memory during the canonical visitation of our Bishops to Rome.
This proclamation was very encouraging and promoted self-esteem for the
children of the Church.

Through the elevation the Malankara Church as a Major Archiepiscopal
Church and the appointment of its chief Hierarch as Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, the recognition of the Malankara Catholic Church has attained its
fullness in the Universal Church. On this occasion of the Platinum Jubilee,
we have to acknowledge this as a great gift bestowed on the Church by the
most merciful God. If we think of it in a broad way, it could be seen that, the
recognition of the apostolicity, spiritual patrimonies, the right to self-governance
and authority of this local Church in the universal Church, is a recognition
received by the People of Malankara as a whole.

This great recognition should lead the children of the Church to humility
and to an attitude of fervent ecclesial service. As we see in the Word of God,
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we should conduct ourselves as the servants entrusted with more talents. In
accordance with the call of the Church, she has to be the manifestation and
presence of the universal Church at the local level. Itisthe God-given obligation
of the Church to bring to the path of unity all divided and desparate ecclesial
communities.

Beloved Brothers and Children in the Lord,

In order to take up these great responsibilities the Church as a whole and
each Eparchy should rise up and work together. The feeling that we are one
Church should rule over us. We should promote our Reunion endeavors and
mission spirit with vigour. We should inevitably adopt uncompromising stands
to protect our ecclesial traditions and make them livelier. This is an occasion
when our bishops, priests, religious and faithful have to work with enthusiasm
and with a will of dedication, strengthening our ecclesial structures and
associations.

The Platinum Jubilee celebrations will be held at Mavelikara, the birth place

of Mar lvanios of happy memory, on 19, 20, 21 September as usual. All will
be duly informed of the details of the programme.

We leave behind 75 years of miraculous divine providence. Let us gather
together with thankful hearts. Let the Malankara Church’s own traditions and
the power and wholeness that the communion of the Universal Church bestows
on us make us blessed. We desire and pray that the forthcoming Platinum
Jubilee celebrations be an invitation and witness to our brothers who seek
truth to open up their hearts.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle St.
Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in Christ

A My borihn
Thirusannidhi Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
10.08.2005. The Major Archbishop of the Malankara Church.

Our Father in heaven... ...

N.B. This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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By the grace of God and in communion with the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 6/2005

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Most reverend Bishops, reverend Priests, Deacons, dear Religious and
beloved Faithful in Christ!

After our Malankara Catholic Church has been elevated to a self-governing
Major Archiepiscopal Church, its first Episcopal Synod was held from 16-18
August 2005. The main topic discussed in the Synod was certain basic
arrangements to be made urgently in the Church.

The Ordinary Episcopal Synod and Permanent Synod were formed and
approved. In order to assist the activities of the Synod the following 18
commissions were formed and for each a Metropolitan was asssigned as
chairman. They are:

e Liturgy commission; presided over by Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Catholicos

e Commissions for the Youth, Ecumenism, Dialogue and Evangelisation;
presided over by Bishop Isaac Mar Cleemis

e Commissions for Family and Lay-Pious Associations; presided over by
Bishop Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
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e Commissions for Bible Apostolate, Priests, Religious; presided over by
Bishop Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

e Commissions for Faith Formation, Theology and Publications and Priestly
Formation; presided over by Bishop Thomas Mar Koorilos

e Commissions for Education, Health, Communication Media, Common
Celebrations and Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians; presided over by
Bishop Joshua Mar Ignatios

e Commission for Vocation; presided over by Bishop Geevarghese Mar
Timotheos

e Commission for Pastoral Care of the Faithful outside India; presided over
by Bishop Joseph Mar Thomas

Besides the chairman, it was decided, that each commission should have a
priest or nun or lay man/woman as secretary. An expert committee was formed
out of the selected members of the existing committee to codify the particular
law of our Church. The concise report of the other discussions and decisions
of the Synod will be duly published in MALANKARA, the bulletin that
publishes the synodal acts.

An important decision is to construct, at the earliest, the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia or the Catholicate Centre in Trivandrum, the headquarters
of our Church. As preliminary consultation, a meeting of the Bishops, eparchial
officials and representatives of religious congregations and lay associations
was convened, when the session of the Synod was on. A proposed plan of the
Catholicate Centre was presented in the meeting. Itis decided to construct the
Centre at the very place where Mar Ivanios of venerable memory started his
initial activities. All are convinced that a substantial amount of money is
required for the construction of the building. It is needless to say that our
ecclesial community has to bear this financial burden. Each section of our
Church has to prepare itself for this. Itis decided in common that our Bishops,
Eparchies, Mission Regions (especially outside Kerala and outside India
mission centres), Religious Communities, our institutions and the Laity shall
all separately mobilise funds for this. Necessary arrangements for the same
will duly be made by our present Catholicate Centre itself. Each section will
be informed separately how to participate in this endeavour. | wish to inform
that all the members of our Church should contribute their generous help and
co-operation towards this. May the Lord God, who protects with compassion
and leads our ecclesial community bless us abundantly!
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Pastaral Letters

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle St.
Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in Christ

A+ N borhs
Thirusannidhi Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
05.08.2005. The Major Archbishop of the Malankara Church.

Our Father in heaven... ...

N.B. This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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News

THE PLATINUM JUBILEE OF THE REUNION MOVEMENT
AND THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST CELEBRATED

The Platinum Jubilee of the Reunion Movement and the Year of the Eucharist
were celebrated jointly at Mar Ivanios Nagar, Punnamoodu, Mavelikara on 19,
20, 21 September 2005.

His Grace Pedro Lopez Quintana, the Representative of the Holy Father in
India, Shri Bhaironsingh Shekhawat, the Hon'ble Vice-President of India, Sri
Oommen Chandy, the Honorable Chief Minister of Kerala, Arcbhishops, Bishops,
Ministers and Political Leaders, hundreds of thousands of the Faithful of the
Malankara Catholic Church and her well-wishers participated in the celebrations.
An exhibition on the life and mission of Mar Ivanios at his birth house at
Puthiyakavu gave a vivid a message to the people. Seminars, conventions,
proclamation of the Word of God were enriching inputs of the celebration.

The thanksgiving Holy Qurbono, the rally and the Eucharistic Blessing were
the concluding blessed moments of the celebration. The following was the detailed
programme:

Monday, 19.9.2005

09.00 Holy Qurbono (at St. Joseph’s Malankara Catholic Church, Puthiyakavu)
11.00 The Meeting of Religious and Priests
President: Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Metropolitan of
Marthandom
03.00 Reception of the Flag, the Portraits and the Torch, Flag hoisting
Mar lvanios Nagar Puthiyakavu
05.00 Inauguration of the Platinum Jubilee
President: Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Catholicos
Inauguration: Shri Bhaironsingh Shekhawat, Vice-President of India
Message: Sri Ommen Chandy, Chief Minister of Kerala
06.00 Evening Prayers
Malankara Convention
Inauguration: Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Metropolitan of
Muvattupuzha.
Proclamation the Word of God: Rev. Fr. P.T. Thomas

Tuesday, 20.9.2006

08.30 Holy Qurbono
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Metropolitan of Bathery
10.00 MCYM, MCA, Sunday School, KCSL Seminars
Inauguration of MCA Seminar: Sri K.M. Mani, Honourable Minister for
Revenue
Inauguration of MCYM Seminar: Sri Dominic Presentation, Honourable
Minister for Fisheries
Inauguration of Sunday School and KCSL Seminar: Sri C.F. Thomas,
Honourable Minister for Rural Development
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03.00 Concluding Meeting
President: Rt. Rev. Geevarghese Corepiscopo
Message: Sri Francis George, MP

Wednesday, 21.9.2006

08.30 Solemn Holy Qurbono

Main Celebrant: Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos

Homily: Most Rev. Stanley Roman, Bishop of Kollam
10.30 The Concluding Meeting of the Jubilee

President: Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos

Inauguration: Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintan, Apostolic Nuncio
02.00 Platinum Jubilee Concluding Rally

(Punnammoodu-Puthiyakavu)

Inauguration: Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana, Apostolic Nuncio
03.00 Conclusion

Benediction and Blessing with the Holy Eucharist

(St. Joseph’s Malankara Catholic Church, Puthiyakavu)

THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT OF THE CODE OF PARTICULAR LAW OF
THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH SUBMITTED

The drafts prepared by the various study groups of the Plenary Committee for
the Codification of Particular Laws were compiled by a core group consisting of
His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos and
the Chairman of the Committee, Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil the Convener, Rev.
Sr. Ardra SIC, the Secretary and Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, a member of
the Committee. His Beatitude further studied the compilation and the preliminary
draft was edited by the Convener. It was submitted to the Second Synod of the
Malankara Catholic Church that was in session from 1-3 December 2005.

Meanwhile, an expert committee, drawn out of the members of the Plenary
Committee is studying and improving the draft to compile a Schema (see the Report
in this issue).

On behalf of all concerned, the Convener expresses thanks to all who are working
behind the codification process for their commitment.

| ANEW LOCATION FOR ST. ALOYSIUS MINOR SEMINARY |

The St. Aloysius Minor Seminary of the Major Archiepiscopal Eparchy of
Trivandrum is to be shifted to the Bethany Hills Nalanchira. At the new location
in the Bethany Hills, near the St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary, the foundation
stone of the seminary was blessed and laid by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios, Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Malankara Catholic Church on 8
September 2005, the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The
construction is progressing fast. On completion of the construction, the Minor
Seminary will be shifted to the new location. This will pave the way for the
construction of the Catholicate Centre at the present site of the seminary.
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