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Eiitarial

THE CO-OPERATION OF THE MALANKARA
CATHOLIC FAITHFUL
IN ECCLESTIAL ADMINISTRATION

The Church is the People of God. This understanding of the nature of the

Church has inspired the active participation of all the Christian faithful in all
states of life in the daily life of the Church. The Code of Canons of the Oriental
Churches describes the Christian faithful as “those who, incorporated in Christ
through baptism, have been constituted as the people of God; for this reason,
since they have become sharers in Christ’s priestly, prophetic and royal function
in their own manner; they are called, in accordance with the condition proper
to each, to exercise the mission which God has entrusted to the Church to
fulfill in the world” (CCEO ¢ 7 § 1). This description gives us a basic parameter
to determine the rationale of the existence of a Christian vis-a-vis Christ and
the Church.

“In order to shepherd the People of God and to increase its numbers without
cease, Christ the Lord set up in his Church a variety of offices which aim at the
good of the whole body. The holders of office, who are invested with a sacred
power, are, in fact, dedicated to promoting the interests ...of the People of
God” (LG 18). The People of God are formed into a Church by the hierarchy.
The hierarchy nourishes the people of God incorporating it in Christ and making
it to share in the priestly, prophetic and royal functions. For this, it exercises
the power of governance, which exists in the Church through divine institution
(see CCEO c¢ 979 § 1). “Other members of the Christian faithful can co-
operate in the exercise of the power of governance in accord with the norm of
law” (CCEO ¢ 979 § 2).

With the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the status of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church, this Church attained its fullness of the power of
governance. In the hierarchy of the Church, that is, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos and the Synod of Bishops of the Church, is vested with the fullness
of executive, legislative and judicial powers of governance in communion with
and subject to the Roman Pontiff, the successor of Peter, the primate of the
Universal Church. In the exercise of this power, the other members of the
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Elitarial

People of God are co-operators. Hence the hierarchy creates organs of
administration through which the other Christian faithful co-operate in the
exercise of the power of governance. “The main thrust of this service or diakonia
is for more and more communion or fellowship to be generated in the whole
body of the Church, and for this communion to thrive and produce good results”
(Pastor Bonus 1)

The ancient apostolic Church of the St. Thomas Christians, the Malankara
Church, is rooted in the ecclesial tradition and discipline that developed in
Malankara, which was enriched by its relation with the apostolic Churches of
the Syrian Orient. This St. Thomas Christian tradition is known for its custom
of the participation of the laity in the daily life of the Church without prejudice
to the preeminent role of priesthood and its gradation including chief-priests
as willed by Jesus Christ and given to the Apostles and their successors.
Scholars are divided on the nature and extent of the co-operation of the laity
enjoyed in the daily life of the Church of the St. Thomas Christians.

In accordance with the hierarchical order of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church after its elevation to the present canonical status, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos convened the college of Bishops of the Church and constituted the
Episcopal Synod and the Permanent Synod for assisting the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos in the governance of the Church. The Episcopal Synod, on its turn,
further constituted commissions to facilitate the participation of the faithful,
especially the laity, in the daily life of the Church. The various Synodal
Commissions were constituted so that the different apostolates in the Church
might be promoted. They are the signposts and organs of our ecclesial activity.
They are meant for the co-operation of the Christian faithful, that is, the laity,
the religious and the clergy, in the life of our Church. Speaking on the role of
Synodal Commissions, His Beatitude, the Catholicos, states, “The participation
of all men and women of our Church, belonging to all states of life, in the daily
life of our Church has to be ensured in accordance with the canonical structures,
offices and institutions envisaged in the common law and the genuine traditions
of the St. Thomas Christian Church of Malankara. The participation of the
laity in the day to day life and administration of our Church has to be reinstated
in accordance with the norms of the holy canons. The various Synodal
Commissions ... are resources of theological thinking, spiritual store houses
and workshops of practical application in their respective domain” (see the
Opening Message of the Second Holy Synod in this issue).
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Every Commission is headed by a Chairman, who is a Bishop, assisted by a
Secretary. The Chairman is chosen by the Synod and appointed by the
Catholicos. The secretaries of each commission are selected by the chairman
and appointed by the Catholicos. It is left to the Chairmen to select the
Consultors for their respective commissions after consulting the concerned
departments in each Eparchy. The Consultors chosen to such Synodal
Commission should be known for their competence and expertise in the
respective field and should excel in ecclesial life. The bearers of various offices
at the common or eparchial or provincial level are nominated as Consultors by
virtue of their office. Hence when they are changed from office, their successors
become ex-officio Consultors of the respective Synodal Commissions.

This issue of the MALANKARA includes in its contents the report and
decisions of the Second Holy Synod, the list of the Synodal Commissions and
the names of the Consultors of each Commission and also the report of the
Synodal Commission for the Pastoral Care of the Faithful outside India. This
is the third and final number of the first volume of the MALANKARA, which
started publishing from July 2005.

We are happy to have Rev. Fr. Samuel Thaikoottathil as the Language Editor
of MALANKARA. We thank everyone who co-operate in its publication.

- Editors.



The Second Holy Synod
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The Opening Message
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The Second Holy Synod

THE MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE OPENING OF THE SECOND HOLY EPISCOPAL
SYNOD OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

In the name of the most Holy Trinity,
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit

Dear Venerable Synod Fathers,

We are now assembled here for the Second Holy Episcopal Synod of our
Church. In the immense love of God our Father, and the grace of our Lord and
Redeemer Jesus Christ and in the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit, our
Church has been growing and developing to be a source of spiritual strength
for us and a sign of unity and communion in the Universal Church. We offer
glory and praise to the Lord who leads each one of us and who called us to
participate in and guide the vision and mission of this Church. We are called,
as members of the hierarchy of this Church, to shepherd the People of God, so
that *as a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, we
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called us out of darkness into his
marvelous light” (1 Pt 2:9).

With the elevation of our Church to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal
Church and its hierarchical head as Major Archbishop-Catholicos, we have
assumed greater responsibilities in guiding our Church to the fulfillment of its
God-given task, her mission in the world. This mission is to be carried out in
the communion with and participation of the entire People of God of our Church.
The sacred duty entrusted to us is to nourish the Church in every possible way,
so that “we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with
which itis equipped, as each part working properly, promotes the body’s growth
in building itself up in love” (Eph 4:15-16).

The present hierarchical status of our Church calls for creating hierarchical
ordering and structures that ensure the decentralization of the hierarchical
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The Opening Message

powers, so that the principle of subsidiarity as envisaged by the CCEQ is applied
to the actual life of our Church. The Synod shall create appropriate canonical
structures for the implementation of this principle in the daily life of our Church.

The participation of all men and women of our Church, belonging to all
states of life, in the daily life of our Church has to be ensured in accordance
with the canonical structures, offices and institutions envisaged in the common
law and the genuine traditions of the St. Thomas Christian Church of Malankara.
The participation of the laity in the day to day life and administration of our
Church has to be reinstated in accordance with the norms of the holy canons.

The various Synodal Commissions that we envisage to constitute in our
Church aim at the participation of the Christian faithful, that is, the laity, the
religious and the clergy, in the life of our Church. They are resources of
theological thinking, spiritual store houses and workshops of practical
application in their respective domain. We have to finalise the list of the
consultors of these commissions. Working guidelines for each commission is
to be drawn up.

Similarly, the General Assembly of the Major Archiepiscopal Church that
is get to be constituted and convened according to the norms of the CCEO will
have a wider representative participation of the Christian faithful in the daily
life of our Church.

It is needless to say that in our two days of thinking together and decision
making process, we are accomplishing an important task in the mission of our
Church guided by the Holy Spirit.

Venerable Brethren, may | also draw your attention to the importance of
this day, December 1, the World AIDS Day. Together with the Universal Church,
the Malankara Catholic Church in her apostolic ministry is in solidarity with
all those who are sick and are suffering. 1 am happy to note that, in the apostolate
of our Church, religious institutes and other voluntary associations are taking
up the care of HIV patients.

I thank the office bearers of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for their efforts
in preparing the Synod in a short time.

We shall deliberate these and other points for discussion set before us find
out appropriate conclusions for the benefit of our people entrusted to our care
and service. God bless our endeavors. Glory be to God the Father, Son and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

With this message, | am happy to declare the Synod open.

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos.
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The Second Holy Synod

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE SECOND HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(1-2 DECEMBER 2005)

REPORT

The second Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
was convoked at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum from 1¢t to 2™
December 2005. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Major Archbishop-
Catholicos presided over the Synod. All the members of the Synod, namely,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most
Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis, Most Rev.
Joshua Mar Ignathios and Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, were present. Rev.
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor, recorded the proceedings. The
Synod, in nine sessions, of 1.5 hours each, prolonged two days.

At 9a.m.on 1 December 2005, the members of the Synod assembled in the
Synod hall of the Catholicate Centre. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios,
Major Archbishop-Catholicos initiated the opening prayer and lighted the lamp
while the Synodal Fathers chanted the hymn Velivu niranjoriso. Most Reuv.
Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod, led the prayer reading the
Word of God.

Presidential Address by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios

His Beatitude delivered the inaugural address. He welcomed all the members
to the second canonical Synod of the Syro-Malankara Church, which was
convoked with the consent of the Permanent Synod anticipating the Synod to
be held on 6 January 2006 in order to expedite the execution of the decisions
of the First Synod and the constitution of some of the basic canonical structures
of our Church. He also informed the Synod about the progress of the
codification of the Particular Law of our Church. He pointed out the need to
finalise the constitution of the various Synodal commissions to ensure the
participation of our laity, the religious and the clergy in the building up of our
Church. He also thanked the officials of the curia for their efforts in preparing
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well for the Synod-in-session. He reminded the Synodal Fathers on the
commitment of the Church towards the mission entrusted to her. Besides, he
drew the attention of the Fathers to the significance of December 1, the World
AIDS Day and reiterated the Church’s pastoral commitment to the suffering
and afflicted. He declared the Synod open.

The Presentation and Approval of the Agenda
The President presented the following agenda for the persual of the Synod:

Report of The First Holy Synod

Matter Sub-Secreto

Finalisation of the Consultors of the Various Commissions
Malankara Major Seminary and Priestly Formation

Printing of the Catechism Texts; Centralised Evaluation and other Related
Matters

Printing of Prayer Books
On Holding the Malankara Catholic Assembly

8.  Discussion on the Statutes of the Synod of Bishops and Permanent Synod
of the Malankara Catholic Church Submitted to the President

9.  Other matters allowed by the President with the consent of the Synod.
The Synod accepted the agenda.

The Report of the First Holy Synod

The Report of the First Synod was read out by Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod. After clarifications and corrections, the
report was passed at the proposal of Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
and seconded by Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis.

THE AGENDA

After the report was passed, the Synod started deliberations on the topics
on the agenda.

o ks~ e

N o

1. Matter sub-secreto
The first topic on the agenda was declared a matter sub-secreto.
2. The Constitution of the Synodal Commissions

The Synod then passed on to the next topic on the agenda, namely, finalising
the names of the Consultors of the various Synodal commissions. The Synod
went through commissions one after another.
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Committee for History

Mr. Jomi Thomas, a teacher of St. Mary’s Higher Secondary School, Pattom,
wrote to His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, highlighting the need of a
Synodal Commission for the History of the Malankara Catholic Church, in the
context of the need to document the historical development of our Church and
to discourage the tendency to falsify the historical literature presented by others.
The Synod deliberated on the matter and accepted the request in principle. It
was suggested that instead of a separate commission, there could be a special
desk of the Synodal Commission for Theology and Publication, so that, the
two could work hand in hand. The Synod nominated the following persons to
the committee: Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Chairman) Mr. Jomi Thomas
(Secretary) and (1) Fr. Sylvester Kanjiramukalil OIC, (2) Fr. P.T. Thomas (3)
Chevalier Varghese Karippayil (4) Fr. Varghese Mavelil (5) Fr. Geevarghese
Chediath (6) Mr. Manoj Abraham (7) Mother Philomina SIC (8) Mr. Christal
John (9) Mr. Joy Thazhamon (10) Mr. Cherian Panicker and (11) Mr. Peter C.
Abraham (Consultors).

It was discussed whether we should have a Synodal Commission for the
pastoral care of the faithful in the extraterritorial regions in India. It was the
common opinion that these regions now form part of the Church’s mainstream
and the faithful from these regions are represented in almost all Synodal
Commissions. It was also proposed that Mr. P.V. Thomas from Pune and Mr.
John Mathew from Mumbai be nominated to the Synodal commissions for
Family and Liturgy respectively.

Finally the Synod approved the Synodal Commissions and confirmed the
various appointments and nominations. The Synod authorised the Chairmen
of the respective commissions to complete, if necessary, the list of consultors
of the commissions. The last date of finalising the list and sending letters of
appointment to the consultors, is 15 December 2005. The completed list along
with their address shall be sent to the Curia for reference.

The bearers of various offices at the common or eparchial or provincial
level were nominated as Consultors in virtue of their office. With the change
of their office, their successors become ex-officio Consultors of the respective
Synodal Commissions. This is to be made clear in their appointment. The ex-
officio member is confirmed as Consultor of a Synodal Commission by a letter
of appointment from the respective Chairman on receiving the authentic
information of the change.

The Malankara Major Seminary and Priestly Formation

The Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation
presented to the Synod a brief report on the academic and financial positions
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of St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary after meeting the Rector, Staff and Students
individaully. The Synod focussed its attention on the dynamics of the present
formation in the Seminary and suggested ways and means for excellence in
spiritual and academic formation in the Seminary.

The Synod expressed its appreciation over the affiliation of the faculty of
Theology to the Urbanian University, Rome. On the question of affiliation of
the Faculty of Philosophy, the Synod pointed out that in the context of the
present arrangement for securing University degree in Philosophy, it is not
relevant to have another degree in Philosophy. The matter could be considered,
if necessary, in the future.

A long discussion was held in the Synod on the spiritual and academic
formation of the Malankara Seminary. Formation accompanied by proper
motivations to the student to become a good priest is to be stressed. The
Synod authorised Most Rev. Mar Koorilos, the Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Priestly Formation, to continue the interaction with the Rector,
Staff and Students and to submit proposals for improving the quality of the
spiritual and academic formation in the seminary. The Synod also spoke of
the need to encourage and train a team of priests who would dedicate themselves
exclusively for the seminary formation. Getting the service of priests of Bethany
Ashram and of other Churches, religious and diocesan, was brought in for
consideration.

The Synod reviewed the financial situation and administration of the
seminary and expressed its satisfaction on the present state of affairs. Regarding
the suggestion of the sale of the estate purchased by the seminary for better
investment opportunity, it was decided to evaluate the opportunities as and
when they arise.

It was decided that the certificate fee charged by the Urbanian University
Rome be treated as an ordinary expense of the seminary and be borne by the
seminary.

Printing of Liturgical Books

The Synod took for consideration the topic — Printing of Prayer Books. It
was decided to print the following liturgical books with corrections wherever
necessary:

1.  Prayer book for the laity
a. Canonical Prayers
b. Devotions and other prayers
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c.  Qurbono Kramam with kyomto, and other season’s Sunday prayers,
prayers of benediction and the intercessory prayers to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, hymns for rasa, etc.

2. Prayer Book for the priests and religious: S'himo Namaskaram
3. Kddasakramam (Book of the Order of Sacraments)

4. Prayers for sacramentals and other blessings

5. Takso

All these books are to be printed in Tamil also. There is a huge amount
required for the printing of these books. Sources for the same are to be found
out. The books are to be distributed to the various eparchies. It was observed
that there would be a time lag for the people to get accustomed to some of the
verbal translational changes.

The suggestion of Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC and Fr. Bovas Meloottu to
compile, print and publish the readings of the Bible in accordance with our
liturgical year was discussed. Because of the enormity of the work and the
cost of publication, the Synod did not give its final decision on it.

Catechetical Formation and Printing of the Catechism Books

Most Rev. Mar Koorilos, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for
catechism or faith formation briefed the Synod about the progress in the
preparation, printing and distribution of the common catechism texts for the
Malankara Catholic Church and the implementation of the programme in our
Church. Inthe discussion that followed, the Synod wholeheartedly appreciated
the endeavours of Bishop Mar Koorilos and of Fr. Antony Kakkanattu, the
chief redactor. They deserve thanks and complement for their work. Together
with them, all who assisted in the noble endeavour are gratefully remembered.
It was noted that all sections of our people and other Churches appreciate the
books already published.

The financial aspects of the project were also discussed and the Bishops
expressed the financial strains they are passing through.

It was decided that all our eparchies and extra-territorial regions both inside
and outside India should generously contribute to and implement the common
catechetical programmes without fail. The Chairman of the Synodal
Commission is asked to encourage the eparchial catechism directors who lag
behind in the implementation of the programme. The preparation of the syllabus
and text books for standards eleven and twelve is to continue. Centralised
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evaluation shall be introduced later in due course. Organising classes to train
the teachers in accordance with the syllabus is to continue.

His Beatitude congratulated the initiatives of Most Rev. Mar Koorilos and
Fr. Antony Kakkanattu. He also appreciated the publication of Atmabodhanam.

Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis, Metropolitan of Tiruvalla informed the Synod
about the establishment of a theological training centre for the laity in the
Eparchy of Tiruvalla.

Convoking the Malankara Catholic Assembly

The Synod then moved on to a discussion on the possibility of convoking
the Malankara Catholic Assembly as per the requirements of Canon Law and
the present status of our Church. This is a forum for encouraging the
participatory role of the different groups of the Christian faithful in the day-to-
day life of our Church. Themes have to be chosen; commissions are to be
formed to prepare papers to be studied and discussed at the eparchial and district
levels of the Church. The date of the convocation of the assembly shall be
fixed taking into consideration the Jubilee of the establishment of the hierarchy
of our Church and the occasion of the completion and blessing of the proposed
Catholicate centre. As a prelude there shall be eparchial assemblies in the
same manner.

Construction of the Catholicate Centre.

The Synod evaluated the progress of the fund-raising for the construction
of the proposed Catholicate Centre. The progress is satisfactory. It was decided
that the agreed terms and conditions of the contribution of the various entities
shall be pursued without any change.

The Statutes of the Holy Synod of Bishops

The draft of the statutes of the Synod of Bishops prepared by the appointed
committee was placed before the Synod for its approval. The draft was read
out article by article and discussed and necessary amendments were made.

During the discussions for finalising certain important points, the Synod
made the following decisions:

1. That all members of the Synod shall have a deliberative vote in the Synod.

2. That the Ordinary Synod shall be convoked twice a year; the first meeting
shall preferably be in the second week of the Great Lent and the second in the
month of October.
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3. That the precedence of the Bishops in our Church shall be according to
the seniority of their Episcopal consecration placing the Eparchial Bishops
first, followed by Titular Bishops according to the seniority of their Episcopal
consecration.

4. That the canonical opening of the Synod shall be preceded by a
concelebrated Holy Qurbono and the canonical closure of the Synod followed
by the Kauma and Kuklion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints and the
Apostolic Blessing by the Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

5. That every session of the Holy Synod shall begin with an invocation to
the Holy Spirit.

Statutes of the Permanent Synod

The Synod went through the draft of the statistics of the Permanent Synod.
After the first reading, it was decided that each Bishop studies the draft and
report the amendments. It shall be approved at the next Synod.

Missions Outside India

With the permission of the President, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, the
Apostolic Visitator to Europe and America gave a report of his visit of
communities in Gulf Countries, Europe and America.

In Europe, besides in Germany, a community of our people are regularly
gathering together in Zurich in Switzerland under the leadership of Rev. Fr.
Thomas Kuruvilla Cheruthone OIC. The efforts to organise our people in
England is underway. Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Geevarghese Mannikkarottu is to
assist the Apostolic Visitator in this matter.

In America, His Excellency met all our priests, sisters and communities of
the faithful. In the meeting with the Priests, they shared their experience of
co-ordinating our ecclesial activities in the US and Canada. In the discussion
that ensued, it was pointed out that the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, in the
name of the Synod, has to give clear guidelines to our priests in the US that
they should follow the guidelines given by the Apostolic Visitator in their
pastoral work.

Mar Thomas also drew the attention of the Synod to the confusion caused
in our communities by the priests visiting our faithful without proper
authorisation of their eparchial Bishops. He informed the Synod of the details
of the convention to be arranged in the USA. He also spoke of the need to
organise our families in Australia and New Zealand.
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Lastly, the Synod discussed the title under which the former Metropolitan
Eparchy of Trivandrum should be designated now, as the Metropolitan Church
of Malankara is now raised to the status of Major Archiepiscopal Church and
its Head as the Major Archbishop-Catholicos. According to the Papal Bull,
the see is raised and made the Major Archiepiscopal Church. It was decided
that, as the Eparchy was formerly known as the Metropolitan Eparchy, in the
new canonical status of the Church, it shall be known as the Major
Archiepiscopal Eparchy of Trivandrum based on the Papal decree and the event
of elevation. The matter may also be consulted with the Papal Nuncio in India
(which in fact was done later by the Major Archbishop-Catholicos).

The Closing

The Synod ended with the concluding message from His Beatitude, the
Catholicos. He expressed his hope that the basic canonical structures that we
have created will serve the Church in its integral growth and the holistic good
of the human society. He reiterated the commitment of the Malankara Catholic
Church to unity. He forewarned everyone to resist tendencies against this in a
spirit of fraternal love and mental courage. His Beatitude thanked all the
members of the Synod for attending the Synod in spite of the short notice. He
also thanked Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC for recording the minutes, for
preparing the report and the decisions. He profusely thanked all the other
office bearers of the Curia, Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath, the Finance Officer,
Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil the Vice-Chancellor and Rev. Sr. Ardra SIC, the
Office Secretary for their prompt service in the Curia. He declared the Synod
closed around 8 p.m. on 2 December 2005.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Synod

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE SECOND HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(1-2 DECEMBER 2005)

DECISIONS

The Second Holy Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church took
the following decisions.

I. Matter sub-secreto
Decisions 1, 2, 3 and 4 are sub-secreto

I1. On Synodal Commissions

5. That a subsection or special desk of the Synodal Commission for Theology
and Publication, namely “Committee for the History of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church” be constituted.

6. That there shall not be a separate Synodal Commission for the pastoral care
of the faithful in the extra-territorial regions in India as these regions now
form part of the mainstream Church and people from these regions are
represented in almost all Synodal Commissions. It was decided that Mr.
P.V. Thomas from Pune and Mr. John Mathew from Mumbay be nominated
to the Synodal Commissions for Family and Liturgy respectively.

7. That the approved Synodal commissions shall finalise the list of Consultors
and that the letters of appointment to the consultors shall be sent on or
before 15 December 2005. The completed list with the addresses shall be
sent to the Curia for office use and records.

I11. On Seminary Formation and St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary

8. That Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Seminary Formation shall continue interaction with the
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10.

11.

staff and students and propose remedial measures to improve the quality
of the spiritual and academic formation in the St. Mary's Malankara
Seminary.

That the present arrangement in the Seminary for obtaining degree in
Philosophy shall continue and that affiliating the faculty of Philosophy to
another ecclesiastical university shall be considered in the future, if
necessary.

That the sale of the estate purchased by the seminary for better investment
opportunity shall be decided as and when better opportunities arise.

That the certificate fee charged by the Urbanian University Rome be treated
as an ordinary expense of the seminary and be borne by the seminary.

IV. On Catechetical or Faith Formation Programmes

12.

13.

14.

15.

VI.

16.

That all our eparchies and extraterritorial regions inside and outside India
shall implement the common catechetical programmes without fail. The
Chairman of the Synodal commission shall encourage the Eparchial
catechism directors who lag behind in the implementation of the
programme.

That the preparation for the syllabus and text books for standards XI and
XI1 is to continue.
That centralised valuation of examinations shall be introduced later in due

course. Organising classes to train teachers in accordance with the syllabus
is to continue.

On the Convocation of the Malankara Catholic Assembly

That the convocation of the Malankara Catholic Assembly shall be held in
connection with the Jubilee of the installation of the hierarchy of our Church
and with the completion and blessing of the proposed Catholicate Centre.
That there shall be adequate preparation on the level of the Eparchies to
enhance the result and benefits for the General Assembly.

On Fund Raising for the Construction of the Catholicate Centre

That the agreed terms and conditions of the contribution of the various
communities and institutions towards the construction of the proposed
Catholicate Centre shall be pursued without any change.
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VII1. On Precedence of Bishops

17.

The Major Archbishop-Catholicos holds the first place in precedence. The
precedence of the Bishops of our Church shall be according to seniority of
their Episcopal Consecration, first the Eparchial Bishops, then the Titular
Bishops according to the seniority of their Episcopal Consecration.

VIII. The Major Archiepiscopal Eparchy

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

That the Eparchy of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos shall be known as
the Major Archiepiscopal Eparchy of Trivandrum, based on the Papal decree
and the event of the elevation. This usage shall come into use in consultation
with the Papal Nuncio in India.

. On Synodal Meetings

That all members of the Synod shall have a deliberative vote in the Synod.

That the Ordinary Episcopal Synod shall be convoked twice a year; the
first meeting shall possibly be in the second week of the Great Lent and the
second, in the month of October.

That the canonical opening of the Synod shall be preceded by a
concelebrated Holy Qurbono and the canonical closing of the Synod with
the Kaumo and Kuklion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints and the
Apostolic blessing by the Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

That every session of the Holy Synod shall begin with an invocation to the
Holy Spirit.
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Valedictory Message

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE,
THE CATHOLICOS AT THE SECOND
HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Venerable Synod Fathers,

We are at the end of the two days of deliberations for constituting the
hierarchical structures and the organs that assist the Holy Synod in the
administration of our Church. The purpose of constituting these organs is to
ensure the co-operation of the Christian faithful in the building up of our Church.

“For, as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same functions, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ and individually
we are members of one another” (Rom 12:4-5). The task that is set before us is
to co-ordinate the different functions of the different members of the Church,
so that gathered together in the People of God (LG 33) the one mystical body
of Christ, that is, the Church is built up in unity, in “one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all”
(Eph 4:5-6).

As we know, it is not enough that we create canonical institutions and organs
of the Church. We have to see that they become effective instruments in
witnessing the greater glory of God, in fostering the good of the individual
Christian faithful, in building up the People of God and to carry out the mission
of the Church, especially our commitment to the goal of unity of all. | hope
the canonical structures of our Church will serve the integral growth of the
Church and the holistic good of the human society. Every tendency against
unity is to be resisted in the spirit of love and courage. In the days to come, in
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the execution of the decisions taken in this Synod, we should ensure that, our
people are really motivated and inspired to participate in the daily life of the
Church.

I thank you most reverend Bishops and my colleagues in the Episcopal
ministry in our Church, for your active participation in the Synodal proceedings.
At the short notice, you set aside your other assignments and were present in
this Synod. I thank Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC for recording the minutes, for
preparing the report and decisions. So also I thank the other office bearers of
the Curia, Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath, the Finance Officer, Rev. Fr. John
Kochuthundil the Vice-Chancellor and Rev. Sr. Ardra SIC, the Office Secretary
for their prompt service in the Curia. May our endeavors be for the greater of
glory of God and the good of the Church we serve.

We are now in the Advent season awaiting the coming of the Lord. May
these days of preparation lead us to the blessed days of the Christmas
celebrations.

I declare the Synod closed.
May God bless us all.

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Catholicos
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THE EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF THE MALANKARA
CATHOLIC CHURCH BEGAN

The Second Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church began
today at the Catholicate Centre Pattom, Trivandrum. The Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, Moran Mor Cyril Baselios presides over the Synod. All the Bishops
of the Church participate in the Synod. The Synod that deals with matters of
discipline, liturgy and hierarchical structures of the Church will end tomarrow
2 December 2006.

His Beatitude, the Catholicos in his opening message reiterated the Church’s
commitment to the sick and the suffering. On the World AIDS Day, he urged
the Church to involve in conscientisation programmes against this mortal
epidemic.

(S/d)

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
01.12.2005 Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Curia
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THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC
EPISCOPAL SYNOD ENDS

The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church which was in
session for the last two days at the Malankara Catholic Catholicate Centre at
Pattom, Trivandrum ended today. At the closing session of the Synod, the
Catholicos, Moran Mor Cyril Baselios invited the Church to a positive response
to the contemporary problems of the society. Then only can the Church become
relevant today. Common effective action is founded on the unity of action.
Hence the disciplinary legislation of the Church aims to strengthen the basic
canonical structures, institutions and systems. The Synod that focused its
attention on these matters gave emphasis on the integral growth and
development of the Church and the society. The Synod also called upon
everyone to resist tendencies against the unity of the Church in a spirit of love
and the courage of a committed seeker of truth.

(S/d)

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
02.12.2005 Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Curia

42



THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

SYNODAL COMMISSIONS

1
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
LITURGY

Chairman: His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios

(Major Archbishop-Catholicos)

Secretary:  Rev. Dr. Kuriakose Thadathil, St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary,

Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2544604, Mobile:
9447330825

Consultors

1.

2.

10.

Rev. Fr. P.T. Thomas, Sannidhanam, Near Block Office, Sulthan
Bathery 673 592, Wayanad Dt., Kerala, Tel. 04936-224240

Rev. Dr. Jacob Thekkeparampil, St. Ephrem Ecumenical Research,
Institute (SEERI), Baker Hill, Kottayam 686001, Tel. 0481-2564333,
256533, 2560856

Rev. Fr. Thomas Parakott, St. James’ Catholic Church, Poothrikka P.O.,
Puthencruz (via), Ernakulam 682308, Tel. 0484-2760952

Rev. Dr. Philip Vaisyaneth OIC, Bethany Ashram, Pune 411 014, Tel.
020-7031794, 7033856 (fax)

Rev. Fr. Michael Mukkampalath, Malankara Catholic Church,
Vimalapuram, Kattachivilai, Nattalam P.O., K.K. Dist. Tel. 04651-
272188

Rev. Dr. Thomas Panicker, Malankara Major Seminary, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum-695015, Tel. 0471-2540921

Rev. Fr. Samuel Thaikkoottathil, St. Aloysius Seminary, Pattom,
Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 0471-2558230

Rev. Fr. Sylvester Kanjiramukalil OIC, Bethany Ashram Generalate,
Post Bag 10, Kottayam 686010, Tel. 0481- 2578494, 2571515, 2575161

Rev. Fr. S. Varghese, Bishop’s House, Marthandam 629165, K K Dt.
Tel. 04651-270180, 272910

Rev. Fr. Mathew Karimpil, St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church,
Nedumpram P.O., Neerettupuram (via) Tiruvalla 689578, Tel. 0469-

2732323
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Rev. Fr. Thomas Thannickakuzhy, St. Thomas Balabhavan,
Nambikolly, Puthenkunnu, Cheral (via), Sulthan Bathery 673 592,
Wayanad Dt, Tel. 04936-223658

Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, Bethany Ashram, Sulthan Bathery
673592, Waynadu Dt. Tel. 04936-220751, Mobile: 94462 76372

Rev. Mother Philomena SIC, Bethany Provincial House,
Nannuvakkadu, Pathanamthitta 689645, Tel. 0468-2228658

Mr. Titus Cheravallil, Cheravallil House, Nalanchira, Trivandrum
695015, Tel. 0471-2530274

Mr. John Mathew, G 1 Flat No. 14, Marol, Vijayanagar, Mumbai
400059, Tel. 022-28353648

2
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
BIBLE APOSTOLATE

Chairman: Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
Secretary: Rev. Dr. Kurian Valuparampil, Valuparambil House,

Kottamukal, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 685015, Tel. 0471-
2532442 , Mobile: 9447036871

Consultors:

1.

Rev. Dr. Philip Chempakassery, St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary,
Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-25434309.

Rev. Dr. Eldo Puthenkandathil, Executive Director, Shreyas, Sulthan
Bathery 673 592, Wayanad Dt.,Tel. 04936-220479, 222002

Rev. Fr. Daniel Poovannathil, Malankara Catholic Church,
Thannithodu, Konni, Pathanamthitta 689691, Tel. 0468-2382231.

Dr. V.J. Jacob, Vilangupara House, TC 7/148 Medical College P.O,
Ulloor — NLRA 104, Neerazhi Lane, Trivandrum 695011, Tel. 0471-
2550392, Mobile:9447047589.

Dr. James Palamuttm, Inara Com. Ltd., P.O. Box 8326, Riyadh 11482,
KSA, Tel.:966.4791902 Ext. 102 (O), 2921438 ®, Mobile:
966053465631

Mr. John Mathew, 7-4-190/1 Navajeevan Nagar, Firosguda, Balanagar,
Hyderabad 500042, Andhra Pradesh, Tel. 040-55539732.

Dr. Cherian Thomas, Vattayathil House, Nalanchira, Trivandrum
695015. Tel.:0471-2531547.
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8.

Synodal Commissions

Mr. Baby Thomas, 255-01, 83 Street, Floral Park, New York, 11040,
Tel.:001-7183476199

Ex-officio (Eparchial Directors)

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Rev. Fr. Philip Payyampallil, Mar Athanasius College (MACFAST),
Tholassery, Tiruvalla 689101, Tel. 0469-2733534, 2603332

Rev. Fr. Eldho Karikombil, St. Goeroge’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Pathar 679334, Chungathara (Via), Malappuram Dt., Tel. 04931-
255294,

Rev. Fr. S. John Neduvilayil, Christuraja Cathedral, Marthandom
629165, K K Dt., Tel.04651-270158

Rev. Fr. Abraham Eramangalth, St. Joseph’s Malankara Catholic
Church, Jellippara 678582, Mannarkadu, Palghat Dt., Tel. 95492-
4204409.

Fr. Joy Mankulam, 75 Lispenard Avenue, New Rochelle, New York
10801.

3
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
EVANGELIZATION

Chairman: Most Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar Cleemis
Secretary:  Rev. Dr. Berchmans OIC, Bethany Ashram, 51 Aundh Road

(Bhau Patil Road), Kirkee, Pune 411020, Tel. 020-25820708,
Fax: 020-25820708, Mobile:09822001391

Consultors
Diocesan Directors

1.

2.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Kannamthanam, St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic
Church, Palayam, Trivandrum — 695 034, Tel: 0471-2463560

Rev. Dr. Isaac Parappallil, Sameeksha Theological Centre, Kulakkad,
Tiruvalla — 689 101, Tel: 0469-2607719, Mobile: 9447968087.

Rev. Fr. Varghese Maliekal, St. George’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Uppatty — 643 241, Nilgiris, Tamilnadu, Tel: 04262-220278

Rev. Fr. Crispin Guru, Santhi Ashram, Mukkadal Dam Road,
Bhoothapandy 629852, K. K. Dt. Tamil Nadu.

Rev. Fr. Jose Kuttikkeril, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Machamthode,
Karimba P.O, Palakkad - 678 597., Tel: 0492-4240441, Mobile:
9447623614
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6.

Rev. Fr. Abraham Vettuparampil, Rev. Fr. Abraham Vettuparampil,
Flat. No. 762 pkt. B&C, Sector A, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi — 110
030.Tel: 011-26897737, Mobile: 098810420434

Members

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Rev. Sr. Aleyamma OSS, Holy spirit Sisters, Tholassery — 689 101,
Tel: 0469-2730823

Rev. Sr. Cicily John DM, DM Convent, Attuppara, Bhoothappandy
P.O., K. K. Dist. Tamilnadu — 629 852, Tel: 04652 283682

Prof. Thomaskutty K.V., Kaimalayil House, Alayamon 691320,
Anchal, Tel.0475 2273141, Mobile: 9447332256

Prof. K.C. Mathai Kumbanthanam, Kumpamthanath House,
Neerattupuram 689571, Tel: 04772-2219105, Mobile: 9847687161

Mr. N.C Philip, C 143/A, Sainik Nager, Utham Nagar .O., New Delhi
- 59, Tel: 011-25334453®, 0981178488

Mrs. Susan, C/o Rev. Fr. Cherian Mamprakuzhiyil, 44 Broadway
Torondo, Ontario, M4 Pit4, Canada.

Mr. Jacob Njarakkattu, Njarakkattu House, Neeranmukal,
Ezhakarunadu P.O., Puthenkurisu (Via) Muvattupuzha 682308, Tel:
0484-2330420 (Shop), Mobile: 9388605604

Mr. M.K.Tharakan, Utel Limited, Post Box No. 217, Doha-Qatar.
Tel: 00974-5839 303

4
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
THE PASTORAL CARE OF THE FAITHFUL

OUTSIDE INDIA

Chairman: Most. Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Thomas
Secretary: Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Geevarghese Mannikarottu, Major

Archbishop’s House, Pattom, Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 0471-
2541642, 2541643, Mobile:9447564162.

Consultors
1. Rev. Fr. Augustine A. Mangalath, St.Paul Church, 41 Alling Street,
West Haven, CT 06516, Tel.: 001-2039341871
2. Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranithara OIC, Malankara Catholic Mission, P.O.
Box 12230, Doha, Qatar, Tel.: 009745549710
3. Rev. Fr. Cherian Mambrakuzhil, 44 Broadway, Avenue, Toronto,

Ontario M4P 1T4, Canada.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

Synodal Commissions

Rev. Mother Mary Sosamma OSS, Heiling Geist Schwestern, Pfarrer
Bendel Weg 2, Mammolshain, D-61462 Koenigstein, Germany, Tel.:
0049-6173-956050.

Rev. Sr. Arpitha SIC, 1653 Highland Avenue, New Hyde Park, NY
11040, Tel.:001 516-658-4597 .

Rev. Sr. Anjaly DM, 530 East 234" Street, 4249 Webster Avenue,
Bronx, NY 10466, Tel.:001 7182311462.

Mr. T.M. Jacob (Rajan), Brannon Str.8, 5347 Alfter-Oedekoven, Bonn,
Germany, Tel.: 0049-228216179.

Mr. Mathew M. George, P.O. Box 24600, Doha, Quatar,
Mob.:9744339188.

Mr George James, 14 Best street, Westwood, NJ 07675

Mr. John Panicker, 212 Canyon Oak Drive, Lake Jackson, TX 77566,
Tel.:9792973531.

Mr. George Kakkanatt, 14014 Cobalt Glen Drive,Sugarland, TX
77478.

Mr. Roy A. Varghese, 2105 Royal Crest, Garland, TX 75043, Tel.:
9022713006.

Mr. Koshy Parappatt, Radio Vaticana, Via Della Concilliazione 34,
Vatican, 00193 Roma, Tel.: 0039.06.631519.

Mr. T.E. Yohannan, P.O.Box 4270, Sharja, UAE.
Mr. Abraham Ponmelil, 3 McKinley Place, Bergenfield, NJ 07621.
Mr. Philip John, 194 E., Church Street, Bergenfield,NJ 07621.

Mr. Varghese Vazhapilleth, P.O.Box.32857.Dubai, UAE, Phone:
00971-43372843.

Mr. Santhosh A. Mathew IAS, Flat A, Institute of Development
studies, University of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton, BN -19/ RE UK, Tel.:
0044-7776060551

3)
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
THEOLOGY AND PUBLICATIONS

Chairman: Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary:  Rev. Dr. Mariadas OIC, Bethany Navajyothi Provincial House,

Desom P.O, Aluva 683103, Tel. 0484-2605360, 2603464,
2603666, 2608366.
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Consultors:

1.

10.

11.

12.

Rev. Dr. Philp Chempakasseril, St. Mary’s Malankara Major
Seminary, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2543439

Rev. Dr. John Padipurackal, Malankara Catholic Church,
Balaramapuram, Trivandrum 695 501, Tel.:0471-24003109,
Mob : 9446910090

Rev. Dr. Eapen Kozhiyadiyil, St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Eraviperoor
P.O, Thiruvalla 689542, Tel. 0469-2666742

Rev. Fr. Varghese Mathew Kalayilvadakkethil, Major Archbishop’s
House, Pattom P.O. Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 2541642,
Mobile:9447241122

Rev. Dr. Varghese Thannickakuzhy, Malankara Major Seminary,
Nalanchira P.O, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471- 2531521

Rev. Fr. Yesudas, Catholic Bishop’s House, Marthandom,
Kanyakumari Dt. Tel.:04651-270180

Rev. Fr. Varghese Madathikunnathu., Collegio Damasceno, 46 Via
Carlo Emmanuele 1, 00185, Roma, Italy, Tel. 0039 0677 267 143

Rev. Fr. Sajan Vattakattil, 55 Govindapuri, Ajmir Road, Jaipur 6,
Rajasthan,

Rev. Fr. Saji Mukkoottumannil, 1208 Ashland Avenue, Evaston, 1L
60202, USA, Tel: 001 847 332 1794

Rev. Sr. Dr. Namitha SIC, Mar Ivanios Missiological Theological
Centre, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2534018

Dr. George Onakkur, “Sudarsana”, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015,
Tel.:0471-2531135

Mr. Varghese George Pachayil, Pachayil House, Oonnukal P.O,
Pathanamthitta.

SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR

THEOLOGY AND PUBLICATIONS

SUBSECTION - HISTORICAL DESK
(Committee for History of the Malankara Catholic Church)

Chairman  Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary  Mr. Jomy Thomas, St. Mary’s School, Pattom, Trivandrum

695004, (Thongalathu House, Thamarakudy PO, Kalayapuram
(Via), Kottarakara 691560.) Tel. 0474-2613864, 0475-2304526
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Consultors:

1.

10.

11.

Rev. Fr. P.T. Thomas, Sannidhanam, Near Block Office, S. Bathery
673592, Wynad Dt., Tel. 04936-224240

Rev. Fr. Varghese Mavelil, Clergy House, Kesavadasapuram, Pattom,
Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 0471-2541767, 3205777(p).

Rev. Dr. G. Chediath, Malankara Major Seminary, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-531521

Rev. Fr. Sylvester Kanjiramukalil OIC, Bethany Ashram Generalate,
Kottayam 686010, Tel. 0481-2578494

Mother Philomena SIC, Bethany Provincial House, Nannuvacadu,
Pathanamthitta 689645, Tel. 0468-2228658

Chevelier Varghese Karippayil, Vengal., Thiruvalla 689113,
Tel.:0469- 2645473,

Mr. Manoj Abraham, Palavilayil, Chandanappally PO,
Pathanamthitta, Tel. 0468-2353415, Mobile: 9446286362

Mr. Chrystal John, Morning Star, 62 Chalai Bazar, Meenakshipuram,
Nagercoyil 629001, K.K. Dt., TN, Tel. 04651-222302.

Mr. T.M. Varghese (Joy Thazhamon), Thazhamon House, Kadayar,
Thadiyur P.O., Tiruvalla, Tel. 0469-2774402.

Dr. Cherian Panicker, Panikkaruveetil, Saubhagya Lane, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2531090, Mobile: 9447258046.

Mr. Peter C. Abraham, Charivuparampil, Mylapra, Pathanamthitta
689671, Tel.: 0468-2320960, Mobile: 9446312960

6
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
ECUMENISM AND DIALOGUE

Chairman: Most Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar Cleemis
Secretary:  Rev. Fr. Cherian Thazhamon, St. John’s Cathedral, Tiruvalla

689 101, Tel:0469-2700716, Mobile: 9447802556.

Consultors
Diocesan Directors

1.

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Cherian Ramanalil, Catholic Bishop’s House,

Marygiri, P.B. No. 4, Tiruvalla— 689 101, 0469-2701319, Mobile:94471
46536
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2.

6.

Rev. Fr. John Charivupurayidathil, Mar lvanios College Staff
Quiarters, Nalanchira, Trivandrum — 695 01, Mobile: 9447210078

Rev. Fr. Philip Maruthoorkandathil, Dharmaram Vidhya Kshetram,
P.G.Block, Dharmaram College — P.O., Bangalore-29, Karnataka, Tel.:
080-51116300/ 5116302.

Rev. Fr. G. Varghese, Malankara Catholic Church, Mariagiri,
Kaliakkavilai Via, K.K. District, Tel: 04651-244081

Rev. Fr. Varghese Valikkodath, Vimalagiri Bishop’s House,
Vazhappilly, Mudavoor, Moovattupuzha. Tel: 0485-2812650

MCCIETR - to be announced.

Members

7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Chediath, St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary,
Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2531521
Rev. Dr. James Mammoottil OIC, Bethany Ashram, Santhigiri,
Puthukulangara, Nedumangadu — 695 54, Tel: 0472-2898363, 2898217.
Rev. Sr. Giovani SIC, Bethany Convent, Vennikulam, Tiruvalla
689544, Tel:0469-2650564

Dr. Thomaskutty Panachakel, Panachakel House, Kottamugal,
Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695 015, Tel. 0471-2531284, Mobile:
9447303905
Mr. Christal John, Morning Star, 62 Chalai Bazar, Meenakshipuram,
Nagarcoil 629001, K.K. Dt., Tel. 04651-222302
Mr. Philip Padinjarothil, Room No. 101, Pearl Haven, Hamzakunju
Lane, SRM Road, Ernakulam — 682 018, Tel: 98460 615581
Mr. Zachariah Zachariah , 81-24 255 Street, Floral Park, N.Y. 11004,
USA.

Mr. Jose Parakkunthanam, Karunechi, Edakkara P.O., Nilambur,
Malapuuram dist.— 679 331, Tel: 04931-375555, Mobile: 9447629793
Mr. Benny Punnathara, Sunday Shalom, Peruvannamoozhy — 673528,
Kozhikkode, Tel: 0496-2662077,2663078
Mr. Shibu Puthukkeril, Puthukkeril House, Tiruvalla— 689 101, Tel:
0469-2631216, Mobile: 9447059400,
Mr. Thomas George, B-121, Freedom Fighter Enclave, Neb Safari,
New Delhi — 110 068, Fax: 29533454, 9868106686 (M),
email:stmaryspubli cschool@yahoo.co.in

50



Synodal Commissions

7
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
THE CLERGY

Chairman: Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
Secretary: Rev. Dr. Thomas Naickamparampil, St. Mary’s Malankara

Seminary, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2533129,
Mobile: 9447554130

Consultors

1.

10.

11.

12.

Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Geevarghese Mannikkarott, Major
Archbishop’s House, Pattom, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2541642,
Mobile:9447564162

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Cherian Ramanalil, Catholic Bishop’s House,
Marygiri, P. B. No. 4, Thiruvalla 689101, Tel. 0469-2636285, 2730821.

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas Charivupurayidam, Catholic Bishop’s
House, Sulthan Bathery 673592, Waynad Dt, Tel. 04936-222312

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph Plankala, Catholic Bishop’s House,
Marthandom 629165, KK Dt., Tel. 04651- 270180, 272910 (Fax)

Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Easwarankudiyil, Catholic Bishop’s House,
Vazhappilly, Mudavoor, Moovattupuzha 686669, Tel. 0485-2814350
(P)

Rev. Fr. Thomas Poovannal, Malankara Catholic Church,
Chandanapally 689648, Pathanamthitta Dt, Tel. 0468-2351326

Rev. Fr. Thomas Angadiyil, St. Thomas Malankara Catholic Church,
Vennikulam-689 544, Tel.:0469-2650619

Rev. Fr. James Mulackavila, St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Ist Stage Vinobha Nager, Shimoga — 577201, Karnataka.

Rev. Fr. Maria John, Bishop’s House, Marthandom 629 165, K K Dt,
Tel. 04651-270180

Rev. Fr. George Mankulam , St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Kompazha,
Vaniyampara 680652, Thrissur Dt., Tel.:0487-2687228.

Rev. Fr. Jose Chamakalayil, Malankara Catholic Church, Marianagar,
Padi, Chennai 600050, Tel.: 044-26357795

Rev. Fr. Mathew Charthakuzhiyil, 8075 Ritter Avenue, Centre Line,
M1 48015, USA.
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8
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
THE RELIGIOUS

Chairman: Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
Secretary: Very Rev. Dr. Thomas Reji OIC, Bethany Navajeevan

Provincial Ashram, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-
2543799, 2530052

Consultors

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Very Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kallunkal OIC, Bethany Ashram
Generalate, Kottayam 686010, Tel. 0481-2578494, 2571057

Very Rev. Abbot Yesudas Thelliyil, Kurusumala Ashram, Vagamon
685503, Kottayam Dt., Tel. 04822-289477, 289277.

Rev. Dr. Chacko Aerath OIC, Bethany Navajyothi Provincial House,
Desom, Aluva 683103, Tel. 0484-2605360, 2603464

Rev. Bro. Dennis Thekkeparambil CMSF, Moritz Bhavan, TC 3/48
Kesavadasapuram, Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 0471-2440755,
Mobile:9447144076.

Rev. Mother Benjamin SIC, Bethany Sisters’ Generalate, Kottayam
686010, Tel. 0481-2578537

Rev. Mother Francina DM, Daughters of Mary Generalate House,
Kudappanakkunnu, Trivandrum 695043, 0471 -2731280, 2731453(Fax)
Rev. Mother Lumina SIC, Bethany Provincial House, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum 695015, Tel.: 0471-533 695

Rev. Mother Serena SIC, Bethany Provincial House,
Thirumoolapuram, Thiruvalla 689601, Tel. :0469- 2630229, 2636087
Rev. Mother Rosetta SIC, Bethany Provincial House, Sulthan Bathery
673592, Wayanadu Dt, Tel. 04936- 221468

Rev. Mother Philomena SIC, Bethany Provincial House,
Nannuvacadu, Pathanamthitta 689645, Tel. 0468-2228658

Rev. Mother Patience SIC, Bethany Provincial House, Anchalpetty,
Pampakuda (Via), Muvattupuzha 686667, Tel. 0485-2273017

Rev. Mother Leo DM, Daughters of Mary Provincial House,
Marthandom 629165, K K Dt., Tel. 04651- 272589 (P), 270251

Rev. Mother Lilly Thomas DM, Daughters of Mary Provincial House,
Medical College, Trivadrum 695011, Tel. :0471-2553173
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Synodal Commissions

Rev. Mother Subha Therese DM, DM Provincial House, Sulthan’s
Bathery 673592, Tel.:04936-220803

Rev. Mother Georgia DM, Convent of Daughters Mary, Nirmala
Provincial House, Vennioor, Venganoor, Nellivila, Trivandrum 695523

Rev. Sr. Lilly George SH, S H Study House, Kulangara Lane, Pattom,
Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 0471-2551201.

Rev. Sr. Theresi, St. Elizabeth Snehabhavan, P B No. 23,
Pathanamthitta 689645, Tel. 0468-2222438.

Rev. Sr. Constantina DSS, Trippadam, Pazhakutty, Nedumangadu
695561, Tel.:0472-2802423.

Rev. Sr. Maria Kuthiravattom OSS, Regional Leader, Holy Spirit
Convent, Tholassery, Thiruvalla 689101, Tel. 0469-2730823

Rev. Sr. Leena GSS, Sisters of Jesus of Gethsemane, Thekkemala,
Kozhencherry 689654, Pathanamthitta Dt. 0468-2313844.
9
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
THE LAITY

Chairman: Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Secretary: Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, Bethany Ashram, Sulthan

Bathery 673592, Waynadu Dt., Tel. 04936-220751, Mobile:
9446276372

Consultors:

1.

2.

3.

Chev. Varghese Karippayil, Karippayil, Vengal P.O., Thiruvalla 13,
Tel.:0469-2645473

Adv. Johnson Abraham, Puthenparambil, Bharanikavu South PO,
Kattanam, Alapuzha Dt., Tel. 0479-2332221, Mobile: 9447132221
Adv. Abraham Pattiyani, P-15 B, 1 Floor, Jangpura Extn,, New Delhi.
110 014, Tel. 1124311711 Email: pattiyani@yahoo.com

Mr. V.P. Thomas Vettikkattil, Pazhoor, Cheeral P.O., Wayanadu Dt.,
Tel. 04936-262134 ®, 04262-220478 (O), vp-
thomasbharat@yahoo.com

Mr. Philip Ninan, Thannickakuzhy House, Erumamunda,

Chunkathara.679334, Malapuram Dt, Tel. 04931-255311,
Mobile:.9447075960.
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6. Mr. J. Christudas, Edamal, Maniyamcode, Chullimanoor 695541,
Nedumangad, Tel. 0472-2879525

7. Mr. Paul Raj, Pushpagiri, Kudayalvilai, Fathima Nagar 629160, K K
Dt., Tel. 04651-241056, Mobile 9443682046.

8. Mr. Kripakaran, Devatharu, Kattuvila, Mrvalthalakonam, Medical
College, Trivandrum 695011, Tel. 0471-25552722

9. Mr. Monson K. Mathew, Pravada, Pannivizha, Adoor 691523, Tel.
04734-224833 (0), 227337 ®.

10. Mr. Lawrence K. Paul, Paul Villa, MG Road, Kaniyampal,
Kunnamkulam, Trissur Dt., Tel. 0485-224694, Mobile: 9447774694.

11. Mr. Georgekutty, 245 Randaell Ave, EImont, New York 11003, USA,
Tel. 001 516352 2580

12. Mr. V. Yesuraj, Y J House, lyanvilaikarungal 629157, K K Dt.

13. Mr. K.O. Thomas, TC 3/1746 NSP 65, Kesavadasapuram, Trivandrum
695004, Tel. 0471-2541587 ®, 2400319 (O), Mobile: 9447464635.

14. Mrs. Sara Mani Kuriakose, B-Shringeri, Vrishi Complex, Holy Cross
Road, I C Colony, Borivli(W), Mumbai 400103, Tel.:022-28939752,
Mobile: 09821543663.

Ex-Officio Members
15. Mr. Thomas John Thevareth, (National President, MCA) Thevareth,
Kunnam, Mavelikkara 690108, Tel.0479-2301707, Mob: 9447102213.

Eparchial Directors of MCA
16. Rev. Fr. Ignatius Thangalathil OIC, Bethany Ashram, Thiruvalla
689101, Tel. 0469-2701265, 2638398

17. Rev. Fr. John Charivupurayidathil, Mar lvanios Staff Quarters,
Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Mobile :9447802556.

18. Rev. Fr. Sebastian Keepallil, St. George’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Edakkara 679331, Malappuram Dt., Tel. 04931-275241

19. Rev. Dr. Mariadas OIC, Bethany Navajyothi Provincial Ashram,
Desom, Aluva 683103, Tel. 0484-2605360, 2603464.

20. Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Changethu, Malankara Catholic Church,
Nadaikavu, Chathencode, K.K. Dt., Tamil Nadu. Tel. 04651-241152.
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10
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
THE YOUTH

Chairman: Most Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar Cleemis
Secretary: Rev. Fr. Job Kalluvilayil, Malankara Catholic Church,

Vayala.P.O., Puthusseribhagam, Adoor, Pathanamthitta Dt. Tel:
04734-212080, Mobile:9447112204

Consultors
1. National President of MCYM
Eparchial Directors
2. Rev.Fr. Bovas Mathew Meloottu, Malankara Catholic Church,
Chemboor - 695125, Ottasekharamangalam, Trivandrum, Tel.:0471-
2255621, Mobile:9447661943
3. Rev. Fr. Cherian Manapurath, St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Valanjavattom P.O, Tiruvalla - 689 104, Tel:0469-2610626,
Mobile:9447803254
4. Rev. Fr. Mathew Perumbillikunnel, Pratheeksha Youth Centre, S.
Bathery — 673 592, Wayanad, Kerala. Mobile: 9447695877
5. Rev. Fr. Jose Bright, Bishop’s House, Marthandom — 629165, K.K.
Dt., Tel: 04651-270180
6. Rev. Fr. Thomas Vettikattil, St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Piramadom,
Pampakuda 686667, Eranakulam Dt. Tel: 0485-227411
7. Rev. Fr. Thomas Mukaluvila, St. Thomas Moore Church, 10330 Hill
Craft, Houston, Texas — 77096/4795, USA. Ph: 00171-333335
8. Rev. Fr. Sam Pathakkal, St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Opp. Railway

Library, Sabarmati, Ahmedabad, Gujarat — 380 005

Eparchial Presidents

9.

10.

11.

12.

Mr. Shaju Baby, Pallikkaleth House, Pallippal P.O., Harippad, Tel:
0479-2409294

Mr. Shibu Mathew, Chunkathil House, Ranni 689676, Tel. 04735-
260175, Mobile: 9847350042.

Mr. George Malayil, Malayil house, Edakkara 679331, Nilambur Via,
Malappuram Dt, Tel: 9446251321

Marthandom — To be announced
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13. Mr. Aby Paul, Alappattu House, lyrapuram P.O., Keezhillam — 683
541, Ernakulam District. Tel: 0484-2654885, Mobile: 9447608531.

14. Mr. Binu Pattiyanickal, A-2/14 Sri Vijay Kunj CHS Ltd., Near Ankur
Hospital, Kanjur Village Road, Kanjur Marg East, Mumbai 400042,
Tel. 022-25770785, Mobile:09820360686.

15. Mr. Binu Abraham, MCY M President NA, 1209, Kellin Ave, Downers
Grove, IL 60516, U S A

Members

16. Rev. Sister Nirleena SIC, Bethany Madhom, Nalanchira, Trivandrum
695015, Tel: 0471-2530043

17. Mr. Georgekutty V.C., Vadasseril House, Vettickal P.O.,
Mulanthuruthy, Ernakulam Dt. 682 314, Tel: 0484-2712230, Mobile:
9447094038,

18. Prof. Jacob. M. Abraham, Mundaplackal House, Kunnamthanam
689581, Mallappally, Tel.: 04692-688606, Mobile:9447420890

19. Mrs. Leelamma Jacob, Thiruvalil House, Punnamoodu P.O.,
Mavelikkara, Tel.0479 2305600

11
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
FAMILY

Chairman: Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios

Secretary: Rev. Fr. Joseph Kannamkulam, Catholic Bishop’s House,
Sulthan Bathery 673 592, Tel. 04936-220207, Fax 221287,
Mobile: 9447869958

Consultors:
Diocesan Directors Family Apostolate

1. Rev. Fr. Abraham Mannil, Holy Trinity Church, Kizhakketheruvu,
Kottarakkara, Tel.: 0474-2650344

2. Rev. Fr. Mathai Mannoorvadakkethil, St. George Catholic Church,
Chengaroor 689594, Pathananthitta Dt., Tel. 0469-2619281 (P)

3. Rev. Fr. Mathew Mundakodiyil, Catholic Bishop’s House, Sulthan
Bathery-673592, Waynad Dt, Tel. 04936-240446

4. Rev. Fr. Michael Mukkampalath, Malankara Catholic Church, Attoor,
Themanoor 629152, K.K. Dt., Tamilnadu Tel. 04651-283330
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5. Rev. Fr. Isaac Kochery, St.Thomas Catholic Church, Shenoy’s
Junction, M. G. Road, Ernakulam 682035, Tel. 0484-2366080

6. Rev. Sr. Shalom SIC, Bethany Convent, Chettukuzhy, Kochara,
Vandanmedu 685551, Idukki Dt., Tel. 04868-277315

7. Rev. Sr. Susan Maria D.M, Provincial House, Pongummoodu, Medical
College, Trivandrum 695011, Tel. 0471-2448332.

8. Mr. P.V. Thomas, H-8/2677, M.H.B Colony, Yerwada, Pune 411006,
Tel.:020-26689907, Mobile :09860667355

9. Mr. John Daniel, Parankan Veettil, Kizhaketheruve 691542,
Kottarakkara, Kollam Dt.

10. Mr. Yohannan, Kadakampallil Veedu, Mylakulam, Puthoor 691507,
Kollam Dt., Tel. 0474 - 2416114

11. Mr. Varghese Vellappally, Kallooppara 689583, Tiruvalla,
Pathanamthitta Dt.

12. Prof. Thara Johns, Villoth House, Sulthan Bathery 673592, Wayanad
Dt.

13. Mr. Dennis C, Sankara Vilasam, Nambaly, Nithiravilai 629154,
K.K.Dt., Tamilnadu

14. Mr. Chacko T. Varghese, Thadathil House, Juma Masjid Road,
Chalikkivattam, Vyttila, Cochin 682028

15. Mr. Chacko Kolothumannil, 2153 Hoffman Ave, ElImont, New York,
11003, USA

12
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
CATECHISM (FAITH FORMATION)

Chairman Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos

Secretary  Rev. Dr. Antony Kakkanatt, SEERI, Baker Hill, Kottayam-
686 001, Ph. 0481- 5532085, Mob. 9447562877

Consultors

1. Rev. Dr. Antony Chethipuzha (Cate. Director — Tiruvalla),
Santhinialam, Tiruvalla- 689101, Tel. 0469-2630852

2. Rev. Fr. Sibi Poovathumtharayil (Cate. Director - Trivandrum),
Pastoral Educational Centre, Kuravankonam, Kowdiar P.O, Trivandrum
695003, Tel.:0471-2432853.
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3.

Rev. Fr. Alexander Valiyaveettil (Cate. Director — Bathery),
Pratheeksha Youth Centre, Sultan Bathery 673 592, Tel. 04936-220924

Rev. Fr. Robinson (Cate.Director — Marthandom), Malankara Catholic
Church, Ambilikonam, Mankuzhi, Adaikkakuzhi P.O, K.K. Dt.
Tamilnadu, Tel.:04651-240921

Rev. Fr. Varghese Valikodath, St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Vettikkal 682314, Mulanthuruthy, Ernakulam, Tel.0484-2711659.

Rev. Fr. Jacob Oravackal OIC (Cate. Dir.Outside Kerala), Bethany
Ashram, 51 Aundh Road (Bau Patil Road), Pune - 411 020. Tel. 020-
25816081

Rev. Fr. Jacob Varghese OIC, St.Aiden Church Willinston Ave, New
Hyde Park, 11040

Members

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kalariparampil, SEERI, Baker Hill, Kottayam
686001, Tel.:0481-2564333

Rev. Sr. Karunya D.M, DM Convent, Chaikottukonam, Trivandrum
695122, Tel.: 0471-2224977

Rev. Sr. Tabitha SIC, Bethany Convent Provincial House, Sultan
Bathery 673592, Wayanad, Tel. 04936-221468

Mr. Mathukutty V.T (Trivandrum), Valuparampil House, Mukkola
P.O., Ambanadu, Trivandrum- 44. Tel. 0471-2532882.

Mr. Soman Peniyathottathil (Tiruvalla), Kavungumprayar P.O,
Puramattom, Pathanamthitta Dt. Tel.:0469-2650240

Mr. T.G. Raju (Bathery), Thevervilayil, Palankara P.O, Nilampur (RS)
679 330, Tel.: 04931-270845

Mr. K.S. Rajan (Muvattupuzha), Kochuvilayil House, Chooriodu,
Thachampara 678593, Mannarkadu — Palakkadu, Tel.:049-24243027

Mr. Maria Norbert, Chittadathuvilayil House, Kodumkulam,
Marthandom- 629165, Tel.: 270 837

Mrs. Mary Mathew, Keecherial House, 13 Santhosh Nagar, Muttada,
Trivandrum 695025, Tel. 0471-2540409

Mr. M.V. Thomas, VP 10/109, Elavatta House, Kulasegaram,
Kodungannur, Trivandrum 695013, Tel. 0471 2360986, Mobile:
9447822669
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13
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
VOCATION

Chairman: Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos
Secretary: Rev. Fr. Isaac Kochery, St. Thomas Catholic Church, Shenoys

Jn., M. G. Road, Ernakulam 682035. Tel.0484-2366080, Mobile:
9447435109

Consultors

1.

10.

11.

12.

Rev. Dr. Thomas Kanjiramukalil, St. Thomas Minor Seminary,
Sulthan Bathery 673592, Wayanad, Tel. 04936-220485, Mobile:
9447180207

Rev. Fr. John Kuriakose, St.Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Kattilapuvam 680631, Thrissur Dt., Tel. 0487-2695716.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Sadanam, St. Aloysius Minor Seminary, Pattom,
Trivandrum 695004. Tel.:0471-2448696.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Malayattil, St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Kumbalamthanam, Theodical 689613, Tiruvalla. Tel. 0469-2773270,
Mobile:9447893732.

Rev. Dr. Mariadasan, St. Ephrem’s Seminary, Elavuvilai 629171, K
K Dt., Tel.:04651-274724.

Rev. Dr. Samuel Vazhayil, Infant Mary Minor Seminary, Marygiri,
Tiruvalla 689101, Tel. 0469-2633332.

Rev. Fr. Martin Premanad OIC, Bethany Ashram, Thiruvalla 689101,
Tel.:0469-2701265

Rev. Fr. Prasanth OIC, Bethany Ashram, Nalanchira, Trivandrum
695015, Tel.:0471-2530052

Rev. Sr. Santhi SIC, Bethany Convent, Thirumoolapuram, Thiruvalla
689101, Tel. 0469-2630229, 2636087

Rev. Sr. Thejus SIC, Bethany Sisters Generalate, Kalathipady,
Kottayam 686010, Tel. 0481-2578537

Rev. Sr. Salini SIC, Bethany Noviciate House, Mampara P.O., R-
Perunad-689711, Pathanamthitta, Tel. 04735-240474

Rev. Sr. Tomina SIC, Bethany provincial House, Moovattupuzha
686667, Tel.:0485-2273017
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Rev. Sr. Nirmala SIC, Bethany Sisters Generalate, Kottayam 686010,
Tel. 0481-2578537

Rev. Sr. Dhanya SIC, Bethany Provincial House, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum 689015

Rev. Sr. Franciline DM, D M Convent, Pongummoodu, Medical
College, Trivandrum 695011, Tel. 0471-2553173

Rev. Sr. Dr. Anila Christy DM, D.M. Convent, Marthandom 629165,
K.K Dt., Tel.:04651-270251

Rev. Sr. Shalom Maria DM, D M Convent, Venganoor, \Venniyur,
Trivadrum 695523, Tel. 0471-2481724

Rev. Sr. Jane Francis DM, D M Convent, Sulthan Bathery 673592,
Wayanadu Dt., Tel. 04936-220803.

14
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
SEMINARY FORMATION

Chairman: Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary: Rev. Dr. George Kalayil, St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary,

Nalanchira, Trivadrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2531521, 2530084,
2532521, Mobhile:9447376297

Consultors

1.

2.

Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil, St. Aloysius Seminary, Pattom,
Trivandrum-695004, Tel. 0471-2441876, Mobile: 9447144869

Rev. Dr. Samuel Vazhayil, Infant Mary Minor Seminary, Catholic
Bishop’s House, Marygiri, P.B. No.4, Tiruvalla-689 101, Tel. 0469-
2701319, 2730620, 2730821.

Rev. Dr. Thomas Kanjiramukalil, St. Thomas Minor Seminary,
Sulthan Bathery 673592, Wayanadu Dt., Tel. 04936-220485

Rev. Dr. Mariadasan, Rector, St. Ephraem’s Seminary, Elavuvilai 629
171, KK Dt., Tel. 04651-274724.

Rev. Father John Makkapallil, Gurusannidhi Minor Seminary,
Vengola, Perumbavoor 683554, Ernakulam Dt., Tel. 0484-2524352
Rev. Dr. James Puthuparambil OIC, Bethany Ashram, Pune 411 014,
Tel. 020-7031794, 7033856 (fax).

Rev. Sr. Dr. Anila Christy DM, Daughters of Mary Provincial House,
Marthandom 629165, K K Dt., Tel. 04651-272589
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13.
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Synodal Commissions

Dr. Babu Philip, 119 Kumaranasan Nagar, Kadavanthara, Kochi
682020, Mobile: 98477460109.

Dr. Mary George Panachakel, Panachakel House, Kottamukal,
Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2531284.

Mrs. Rose Mary, Kalluthinnavilayil House, Kirathoor 629181, K.K.
Dist., Tel.:04651- 243451.

Mr. C.P. Thomas, Charuvila Puthenveedu, Erumamunda,
Chunkathara.679334, Malapuram Dt.

Dr. Alexander Jacob IPS, Joint Director Kerala Police Academy,
Ramanadhapuram, Trissur.

Mr. Benjamin Thomas, C/o Malankara Catholic Church, Chicago,
USA.

Mr. Shaji Kooliyath, C/o St.John’s Cathedral, Tiruvalla — 689101

15
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
EDUCATION

Chairman: Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Secretary:  Rev. Dr. Samuel Kattukallil, Mar Ivanios College, Bethany

Hills, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2531053,
2532445 (Fax), Mobile: 9447265950

Consultors:
Ex-officio Members

1.

Rev. Fr. Daniel Kuzhithadathil, St.Mary,s Metropolitan Church,
Pattom, Trivandrum 695 004, Mobile: 946015558

Rev.Fr. Thomas Koickal, Major Archbishop’s House, Pattom,
Trivandrum 695004, Tel.: 0471-2541642, 2541643,
Mobile.:9447265950

Rev. Dr. Eapen Kozhiyadiyil, St. Anne’s Catholic Church, Eraviperoor,
Tiruvalla-689524, Tel. 0469-2666742

Rev. Fr. Mathew Kandathil, Corporate Manager, Pratheeksha Youth
Centre, Sulthan Bathery 673592, Wayanad Dt., Tel. 04936-220798

Rev. Fr. Joseph Sundaram, Malankara Catholic Church, Kirathoor
629181, K.K.Dt, Tel. 04651-240305
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6.

Rev. Fr. Wilson Velikkakathu , St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Veliyanad
682319, Arakkunnam, Ernakulam Dt. Tel. 0484-2749835

Rev. Fr. William Nedumpurath OIC, Bethany Ashram, Girideepam
School, Post box No.9, Kottayam 686010, Tel. 0481-2578789, 2571268
Rev. Fr. Kuruvila Peedikayil OIC, Bethany Ashram, Mount Bethany
Boarding, Mylapra, Pathanamthitta 689671, Tel. 0468-2223055

Rev. Sr. Flavia DM, Maria Bhavan, Kudappanakkunnu, Trivandrum
695043, Tel. 0471-2731453, 2731280

Members

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Rev. Dr. Abraham Mulamoottil, Mar Athanasios College
(MACFAST), Tholassery, Tiruvalla-689101, Tel.: 0469-2733534,
2603332

Rev. Sr. Dr. Karunya SIC, Bethany Convent, Nalanchira, Trivandrum
695015, Tel.:0471-2530043

Dr. Chev. Antony Eapen, Medayil, Opp. Milma Parlour, Pattom,
Trivandrum 695004, Tel.:0471-2448228

Mr. Jacob Thomas IAS, S A3 Town House, Ansel River Dale, Eroor,
Kochin — 682306, Ernakulam, Tel.: 0484-5513901

Mr. John Mathai IAS, Belheaven, Kawdiar, Trivadrum 695003,
Tel.:0471- 2313973

Dr. K.M. Abraham IAS, B4 Lower Millenium Apt., Jagathi,
Trivandrum 695014, Tel. 2327495 (0O), 2349145 ®

Adv. Kurian George Kannanthanam, Kannanthanam House,
Valanjambalam, Kochi-682016, Tel.0484-2303420 (R), 2375175 (O).
Adv. Thomas Mathew Nellimoottil, Flat No.7, Prasanna Vihar,
Opp.High Court, Kochi., Tel.:0484- 2350296, 2395037

Dr. P.V. George, Panamthundil, Belheaven 3, Palayam, Trivandrum
695034 Tel.:0471-2310193

Dr. V.K Sebastian, Kappil Veedu, TC 3/145 (2) Paruthippara, Muttada
PO, Trivandrum 695025, Tel. 0471-25471217 ®, 2545871 (O).

Dr. T. Varghese, Thekkekara, Post Office Lane, Nalanchira, Trivandum
695015, Tel. 0471-2534160, Mobile 9446175663.

Dr. Cherian Panicker, Panickaruveettil, Saubhagya Lane, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-253109

Dr. Abraham Mathew, Ponmelil, Alayamon P.O., Anchal.
Mobile : 9447905635
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16
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR

SOCIAL APOSTOLATE AND DALIT CHRISTIANS

Chairman: Most. Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Secretary: Rev. Fr. Premkumar, Social Work Office, Marthandom, K K

Dt., Tel. 04651-263390, Mobile: 9443163390

Consultors:
Ex-officio Members

1.

2.

7.

Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath, MSSS, Pattom, Trivandrum 695004,
0471-2552892, Mobhile: 9847160608

Rev. Fr. Mathew Punakulam, Bodhana, Tholassery 689 101,
Thiruvalla, Phone : 0469 2606063, 2730561

Rev. Dr. Eldo Puthenkandathil, Executive director, Shreyas, Sulthan
Bathery 673592, Wayanad Dt., Tel. : 04936-220479, 222002

Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Nellattu, St. John’s Catholic Church, Keezhillam,
Ernakulam 683541, Tel.: 0484-2652874

Rev. Fr. Philip Anniyil OIC, Bethany Ashram, Bethany Nagar,
Mekkonam, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015, Tel.: 0471-2545516, 17.
Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, Bethany Navajeevan Provincial

Ashram, Desom, Aluva 683103, Tel. 0484-2605360, 2603464, Mobile:
9446276372.

Rev. Sr. Stella DM, Stella Maris Social Service Centre, Kanyakumari,
Tel.:04652-246992

Members

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Rev. Fr. John Areeckal, Malankara Catholic church, Kadambanad P.O.,
Adoor,

Rev. Fr. Varghese Mattamana, Caritas India, CBCI Centre, Ashok
Palace, New Delhi-110 001.

Rev. Sr. Rehmas SIC, Bethany Madhom, Nalanchira, Trivandrum-
695015, Tel.:0471-2530043

Mr. John Mathai IAS, Belheaven, Kawadiar, Trivandrum, Tel. 0471-
2313973

Dr. S.P. Ravikumar, SP 11/143 Abhirami, Thundathil, Trivandrum
695581, Tel.:0471-2712605, Mobile: 9895162383

Mr. T.A. Varghese, Thannivilayil A2 Krishnanagar, Kesavadasapuram,
Pattom, Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 0471-2556073.
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14. Mr. M.J. Joseph, Mulackal, J 59 Jyoti Nagar, Kesavadasapuram,
Pattom, Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 0471-2541303, Mobile: 9387739557

15. Mr. A. Raj, Raj Bhavan, Paravakkattuvilai, Mekkamandapam 629 166,
K.K.Dist., Tel.04651/252013 ®, 275584(0), Mobile: 944351454

16. Mrs. Mercy Sarojam, Bosco Nivas(Chalackal), Vencode,
Panchimoodu.P.O., Trivandrum 695 505

17
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
HEALTH SERVICES

Chairman: Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios

Secretary: Rev. Dr. Abraham Kackanatt, Pushpagiri Medical College,
Thiruvalla, 689 101, Tel. 0469-2603833, 2735206, 2735207,
Mobile: 9447163377

Consultors
Ex-officio Members

1. Rev. Fr. Joseph Thadathil, St. John’s Hospital, Pirappencode,
Trivandrum-695607, Tel. 0472 -2871294

2. Rev. Fr. Cherian Azhakathu, Pushpagiri Medical college, Tiruvalla
689101, Tel.:0469-2735206, 2735207

3. Rev. Fr. Maria Arputham, Health for One Million, 9/41 Kuzhithurai
629163, K.K.Dt., Tel.: 04651-260749

4. Rev. Sr. Felix DM, Daughters of Mary Convent, Anchal 691306,
Kollam Dt., Tel.: 0475-2272341, 2273437.

Members

5. Rev. Fr. Thomas Thekkedath, Malankara Catholic Church,
Kannamkode, Kulangarakonam, Machel, Trivandrum 695571, Tel.:
0471-2393679

6. Rev. Sr. Scholastica SIC, Community Health Centre, Bathery 673592,
Waynad , Tel.: 04936-220476

7. Rev. Sr. Dr. Lucy SIC, Bethany Provincial House, Anchelpetty,
Muvattupuzha. 686667, Tel.: 0485-2273017

8. Rev. Sr. Susy Manackalett OSS, Holy Spirit Sisters, Tholassery,
Thiruvalla 689101, Tel.:0469-2730823

9. Rev. Sr. Dr. Gloria DM, DM Convent, Panachamoodu, Mancode,
Edaicode 629152, K.K. Dt., Tel. 04651-284548
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10. Rev. Sr. Sevana SIC, Bethany Convent, Pushpagiri, Thiruvalla 689101,
Tel.:0469- 2635647

11. Dr. Joy Philip, Ooriakunnathu Bethel, Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695015,
Tel..0471-2530222

12. Dr. John C. Mathew, Physician, Vinayaka Hospital, Sulthan Bathery
- 673592, Wayanad Dt., Tel.: 04936-222878, Mobile: 9447204858

13. Dr. Rex, Kolenchery Medical College, Kolencheri, Ernakulam,
Mobile:9388605123.

14. Dr. T. Jaya Raj MBBS, 31/132 Kodumkulam Road, Marthandom
629165, K K Dt, Tel. 04651-270102 ®, 270372 (O)

15. Dr. Issac Plamoottil, 122 Circle Ridge Drive, Burr Ridge, IL 60521-
8397, USA

16. Prof. Dr. P.T. Thankappan, Pushpagiri Medical College, Tiruvalla
689101, Tel.:0469-2735205, 06, 07, 08.

18
SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR
COMMUNICATION MEDIA, DIRECTORY

AND COMMON CELEBRATIONS

Chairman: Most. Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios

Secretary: Rev. Fr. Wilson Thattaruthundil, Mar Baselios College of
Engineering & Technology, Bethany Hills, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum 695015, Tel. 0471-2545870, 2544770, Mobile:
09447111170.

Chancellors, Secretaries

1. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Abraham Chacko Narimattathil, Catholic Bishop’s
House, Marygiri, P. B. No. 4, Tiruvalla 689101, Tel. 0469-2677206,
2730821.

2. Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, Major Archiepiscopal Curia,
Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum 695004, Tel. 0471-2558864,
2553737, Mobile:9447020537

3. Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil, St. Aloysius Seminary, Pattom,
Trivandrum-695004, Tel. 0471-2441876, Mobile: 9447144869

4. Rev. Dr. Thomas Kanjiramukalil, St. Thomas Minor Seminary,
Sulthan Bathery 673 592, Wayanad, Tel.: 04936-220485, Mobile.
9447180207
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5.

6.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Rev. Fr. Celestine, Chancellor, Bishop’s House, Marthandam 629165,
Tel..0465-270180

Rev. Fr. Varghese Kunnupuram, St.Mary’s Catholic Church,
Anchalpetty, Pampakuda Via, Ernakulam 689667, Tel. 0485-2273278.
Rev. Fr. Varghese Kalayilvadakkethil, Major Archbishop’s House,
Pattom, Trivandrum-695004, Ph. 0471-541642, Mobile:9447241122
Rev. Fr. Pradeep Zacharias Vazhatharamalayil, Secretary to the

Bishop, Catholic Bishop’s House, Marygiri, P.B.No.4, Tiruvalla 689101,
Mobile:9447561258.

Rev. Fr. Chellamkonam Franklin, Malankara Catholic Church,
Mancode 629152, Panachamoodu, K K Dt., Tel. 04651-284719.
Rev. Fr. Thomas Njarakattu, Vimalagiri Bishop’s House, Vazhappilly,
Mudavoor, Muvattupuzha- 686 669, Tel. 0485-2812650

Rev. Fr. John Thundiath, Sacred Heart Malakara Catholic Church,
Adoor 691523, Pathanamthitta Dt., Tel. 04734-228306

Rev. Fr. Bovas Mathew Meloott, Malankara Catholic Church,
Chemboor, Ottasekharamangalam, Tel. 0471-2255621, Mobile:
9447661943

Rev. Fr. Chrysostom Kulathintemelethil OIC, Bethany Ashram
Generalate, Kottayam 686010, Tel. 0481-2578494, 2571515.

Dr. Abraham Joseph, Mar Ivanios College, Nalanchira, Trivandrum
689015, Tel. 0471-2311756

Mr. Edison G. Varghese, Ananda Sadanam, 12/401, Palluruthy, Kochi
682006, Tel. 0484-2233922.

Mr. Boby Abraham, Puthiyamelethil, Kumbazha North, Mylapra,
Pathanamthitta 689671, Tel. 0468-2322577, Mobile: 9447104482.
Mr. Sanu George Thomas, Elavatta, Kodunganoor, Trivandrum
695013, Mobile: 9846061138.

Mr. Raju Mathew, Mercy Bhavan, Muthukulam South, Alapuzha
695506, Tel.:04734-228223, Mobile: 9349829467.

Mr. B.S. Joy, Joy Bhavan, Thamalam, Poojapura, Trivandrum 695012,
Mobile:9895826204.

Mr. Biju Daniel, Alummoottil Thekkethil, Opp. Near Collectorate,
Pathanamthitta 689645; Postal Address: Shalom Circulation Manager,
Peruvannammoozhy 673528, Kozhikode Dt., Mobile :9447472536.

Adv. Bino George Mannikarott, Mannikarott House, Pannivizha,
Adoor 691523, Mobile: 9447207208.
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REPORT ON THE PROGRESS
OF THE CODIFICATION OF THE PARTICULAR LAW
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

The second phase of the process of codification of the Particular Law of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church began with the formation of small expert
groups formed from the members of the General Committee. Their task was to
study the preliminary draft based on the sources of law, traditions and customs
of the Malankara Church. Further they had to redraft the preliminary one with
canonical precision as in ecclesial disciplinary traditions.

The first group, with Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC as convenor, had the
following members: Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kallunkal OIC, Very Rev. Dr.
Chacko Aerath OIC, Rev. Dr. Antony Kakkanattu, Rev. Fr. Sylvester OIC,
Rev. Fr. Abraham Pappadiyil, Rev. Fr. Raju Parakottil, Rev. Dr. Sr. Ardra SIC,
Rev. Sr. Dr. Anila Christy DM, Mr. John Titus and Dr. Cherian Thomas. They
had before them the draft prepared for the Historical Preamble of the Code,
the General Canons, the Hierarchical Constitution of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, Religious and Associations of the Christian Faithful.

The Second group, with Rev. Fr. Mariadas OIC as Convenor had the
following members: Very Rev. Fr. John Varghese Easwarankudiyil, Rev. Dr.
Joseph Gnayalloor, Rev. Dr. George Kalayil, Rev. Dr. John Padipurackal, Rev.
Dr. Abraham Kakkanattu, Rev. Dr. Varghese Thannickakuzhy, Very Rev. Fr.
Thomas Kumbukkatt, Rev. Fr. Idicula Pandiathu, Rev. Dr. Mariadas
(Marthandam), and Rev. Fr. James Mammoottil OIC. They worked on the
draft prepared on Eparchies and Bishops, Parish Administration and Clerics,
Offices and the Temporal Goods of the Church, Ecumenism, Dialogue with
other Religions and Communicatio in Sacris.
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The Third group, with Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil as convenor had the
following members: Very Rev Fr. Philip Pantholil, Very Rev. Fr. S. Varghese,
Rev. Fr. Samuel Thaikkoottathil, Rev. Fr. Mathew Karimpil, Rev. Dr. Samuel
Kattukallil, Rev. Fr. Thomas Thanickakuzhy, Rev. Fr. P.T.Thomas, Rev. Dr.
Kuriakose Thadathil, Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC and Rev. Fr. John
Charivupurayidathil, They engaged themselves with the study of the
preliminary draft of laws for Divine Worship and Administration of the
Sacraments, Sacramentals, Holy Places, Sacred Times, Veneration of Saints
and Oath.

Group one studied the draft individually for a period of time. Thereafter,
they gathered together and edited the canons with necessary modifications.
Thereafter small groups engaged in the study of the finer elements of redaction,
like language correction, consistency, cross references, etc. Groups Il and 11l
formed small groups among themselves. Each sub-group was allotted a part
of the preliminary draft for special study and for formulating canons. After
that, the members of the entire group gathered together and after thorough
analysis and study formulated their portion of the draft.

As planned earlier, all groups submitted their drafts to the General Convenor
Fr. John Kochuthundil by 20 February 2006.

The General Convenor is compiling a schema of the Code of Particular
Law of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. This is to be submitted to the
Catholicos and the Synod for their scrutiny before it is given for further study
to form the schema of the complete Code of Particular Law. The final schema
will be circulated among the members of the church for their feed-back.

Sr. Andra SIC
Secretary
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR PASTORAL CARE
OF THE FAITHFUL OUTSIDE INDIA

Report of the Synodal Commission Meeting

The Synodal Commission for the Pastoral Care of the Faithful outside India
was held on 4 February, 2006 at Hilton, Parsippany, New Jersey. His Excellency
Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas presided over the meeting. Sixteen members
were present. The meeting began with prayer. Mr. Philip John read the Word
of God. The Treasurer Mr. George James welcomed the gathering. In the absence
of the Secretary of the Commission, Rt. Rev. Geevarghese Mannikarott
Corepiscopo, Rev. Fr. Augustine Mangalath was deputed to note down the
proceedings of the meeting.

The members of the Commission prayed for his Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios Catholicos as the Church celebrates 5 February, as Catholicos Day.

In his introductory address, His Excellency gave a brief resume of the main
topics deliberated in the Episcopal Synod held in August and December 2005,
namely, the constitution of eighteen Synodal Commissions and their functions,
the construction of the Catholicate Center, the functioning of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia Office, the publication of the Bulletin ‘Malankara’ and
the necessity of each member of the Synodal Commission to subscribe for a
copy of the “‘Malankara’ for better know-how of the functioning and decisions
of the Synod. His Excellency also informed the members about the new mission
started in Doha, the Malankara Catholic Convention to be held in the USA on
4,5, 6 August 2006, the common retreat for the New York Mission scheduled
to be held on 10, 11,12 March 2006; retreat for the priests working in North
America to be held on 6, 7, 8, February 2006.
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The Commission held elaborate discussion and deliberation on our missions
outside India and made the following proposals:
1. Developing and Empowering the Existing Missions in North America,
Europe and the Countries of the Gulf Region.

For developing and strengthening our ecclesial activities in regions
mentioned above, the meeting suggested the following:

a. toexplore the possibilities for starting new centres in other areas of the
USA, such as, California, San Francisco, Rochester, Kentucky, Okalahoma,
Colorado, etc.

b. to take steps for bringing the existing Missions under an ecclesiastical
system

to establish our Center/ Headquarters in New York

to acquire land for constructing a building for New York Mission
to renew and edit the Liturgical Texts in the American context
to edit and print catechism texts and make them available

to give adequate importance to youth activities

to continue the ongoing spiritual journey and make use of ecclesiastical
organs, as for example, the Bible Apostolate.

i. to explore the possibilities of opening new religious houses.
j. to strengthen the Malankara Catholic Convention of the USA

k. to utilize the present favorable circumstances in order to erect a new
Malankara Catholic Diocese in North America.
2. The System of Activities in North America may be implemented in
Europe and Gulf Countries
a. Mr. T. M. Jacob from Germany was authorized to organize a meeting to
propose a viable program for German Missions and that it shall be in
consultation with the Apostolic Visitator.
b. No specific proposals were made on behalf of the Missions in the Countries
of the Gulf region, since no representative was present.

c. We must make initiative to establish a Malankara Center in Rome.

3. Find out possibilities for starting new Missions in other Countries, where
there are Malankara Catholic Communities, such as in Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa and Mexico.

A committee was formed under the chairmanship of the Apostolic Visitator
for the afore-mentioned purpose. The members are: Mr. John Panicker,

SQ ho o o0
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Mr. George Kakkanatt, Mr. Georgekutty and Mr. Roy Varghese. The ex-officio
members are the Synodal Commission Secretary, the Treasurer, the Mission
Superior of the Malankara Catholic Mission in North America, and Rev. Fr.
Saji Mukkootumannil.

4. Human Resources

a. Ensure lay participation and co-operation in all mission activities.

b. Explore possibilities to start old age homes, nursing schools, etc. Mr.
George James and Mr. John Panicker are assigned to explore possibilities
for the same in consultation with the Apostolic Visitator.

5. Finance

a. Since we have a centre in North America, developing as a strong base for
the Church, we should find financial resources to meet its needs.

i.  We should not depend solely on people for the support of parishes and
maintenance of priests.

ii. Explore new possibilities.

b. Synodal Commission members should find out some viable programme
for financial stability:

I. Publishing a Souvenir of an academic nature, promoting the authentic
teaching of the Church, relevance of our existence in North America,
Europe & Gulf Countries and the possibility of missionary activities outside
India.

ii. The editorial board of the Souvenir consists of Mr. Roy Varghese, Mr.
Baby Thomas, Mr. John Panicker, Mr. T.M. Jacob, Mr. Koshy Parappatt,
Mr. James George, Mr. George Kakkanatt and Mr. George Jacob (Gulf)
under the chairmanship of Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas.

iii. The Souvenir is scheduled to be published by December 2006.

Iv. The project for publishing the Souvenir needs a minimum amount of
$10,000.

v. All Synodal Commission members are requested to get at least two
advertisements for the Souvenir

c. For financial affairs the Synodal Commission need not be a registered
body.

d. The Account shall be jointly operated by the Chairman and the Treasurer.

The Commission’s account shall not be a separate account; instead, it
shall be a subsidiary account of the Malankara Catholic Mission of North
America.
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6. Other Proposals

a.

All arrears of North American missions should be collected as per statutes
without any exception.

If anyone needs exception, he/she should get the written permission from
Catholicos / Apostolic Visitator.

Publish a bulletin to give timely information of the activities of the pastoral
care of the faithful outside India. Mr. George Kakkanatt is put in charge
under the chairmanship of His Excellency. The Synodal Commission
Secretary and the Treasurer are the ex-officio members. Mr. George
Kakkanatt is the PRO. The Apostolic Visitator should be consulted before
publishing the bulletin or giving out any news.

Sufficient information about the Synodal Commission for the Pastoral
Care of the Faithful outside India should be given to the missions.

Co-operate in expediting the canonization process of Metropolitan Mar
Ivanios of venerable memory

An amount of $ 700, incurred to convene the synodal commission meeting
will be reimbursed to Mr. James George as and when funds are available.

Next meeting of the Synodal Commision will be held during the Malankara
Catholic Convention USA 2006

The meeting ended at 4 pm with the blessing of His Excellency Most
Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas.

Fr. Augustin Mangalath
Deputed Secretary
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Pastaral Letter

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 7/2005

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

PASTORAL LETTER AT CHRISTMAS

Most reverend Bishops, reverend Priests, Deacons, dear Religious and beloved
Faithful in Christ!

The Christian Church is chosen to make available to the humankind unto
the end of the earth at all times the fruits of salvation that we attained through
our Lord Jesus Christ. It is that divine mission that the community of Christ
has undertaken and is being worked out. It is for no other reason that all the
activities of the Church transform into missionary activities. All peoples of
the world are invited to receive the salvation of God and to experience its good
fruits. Consideration of either time or place is not a barrier to this. The divine
salvation we received in Jesus Christ has to become a matter of our reflection,
prayer and meditation. We are now passing through a time when the mystery
of incarnation of the Son of God has to become a matter of our prayer and
meditation. We are now preparing ourselves to commemorate the coming of
our Lord to our midst and the economy of salvation he wrought for us. The
feast of the birth of our Lord — the celebrations of Christmas is their focal
point.

The blessings that we received through the birth of our Lord should become
active in our midst. We have to experience in our daily life the love of God
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and fraternal love, the characteristic traits of our salvation and the peace and
calmness that ensue from there. In their absence, we cannot consider that our
salvation has become a reality. Riots, violence and destructive tendencies are
on steady increase in our society. Evil and forces of darkness overpower human
society. Circumstances in which even nature turns against us arise for us who
bring disorder in nature and natural laws. The meaning and goal of human life
is forgotten and moral lessons disappear. Above all, poverty and illiteracy are
ontheincrease. As aresult of all these, human life, personal and social, becomes
unbearable and multitudes of people are condemned to live in chaos. It is
from this life situation that we have to escape. The salvation and liberation
through Jesus is to be made available to us. We have to part take of the
achievements provided us by the Son of God. That is the message and
proclamation of Christmas. It has always the relevance of an ever new message.
It is because of this, the society celebrates it at least as an annual celebration.

But, we have to reflect whether our Christmas celebration is able to introduce
the reality that it entails. It has deteriorated into the level of a peripheral and
legendary ritual.

Christmas — the feast of the birth of Jesus is the beginning of the economy
of salvation which reinstated human life in eternal bliss through the incarnation
of the Son of God in history. The foundations of human salvation are
strengthened through the life of Jesus, his passion, death, glorious resurrection
and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Man is liberated from the dangers and
destructions of this world and is destined and invited to the blessings of
everlasting life. This is the proclaimed message of the feast of the birth of
Jesus. It creates peace and good hope on earth to those who have good will. It
is the gospel of the silver light which sheds self-confidence on the difficult and
strenuous paths of earthly life.

This turns out to be a gospel - good news — to those who believe and accept
that God, in his love, sent his only Son towards us for our salvation. It is the
faith in God and in the works of the economy of salvation that make Christmas
relevant to us. In short, Christmas celebration, in its deep sense, is a matter of
faith.

Beloved in Christ and dear Children!

We are invited to lead a disciplined life of faith, being deeply rooted in our
Christian faith. That is our duty and mission. We ought to give witness to the
divine achievements and experiences, overcoming in the faith life, the
tribulations and sufferings of our community life. As a Christian community,
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that is necessary to render consolation and show the right path to our brethren.
Our practice and training of faith are very important in our individual life.
That should reflect in our family life and social life. It should become a very
powerful life style that should be formed in our Malankara Catholic Church.
In the history of our Church, the status to which we have entered, should become
a reality that leads us to the new priorities of our Church. We should accept
with great gratitude the glorious status and the recognition our Church obtained
globally as a self-governing ecclesial communion in the communion of the
Universal Church. For that, our Church life and vision should continuously
progress step by step. Our faith preservation and training should serve as
foundation for all that.

I invite all of you to participate fruitfully in the mysteries that are revealed
through the celebrations of the birth of our Lord.

I hope that the Christmas celebration will inspire us to progress united in
the path of divine peace and human friendship without enmity and ill-will.
Thus, | pray, let these celebrations bring light to those who live in darkness,
hope to those who walk in despair, happiness to those who endure sorrow and
anew age rich in peace. | wish all of you the greetings of Christmas and New
Year.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle St.
Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in Christ

Mo bordvo
Thirusannidhi Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
10.12.2005. The Major Archbishop

of the Malankara Catholic Church.

Our Father in heaven... ...

N.B. This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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On the Great Lent
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On the Great Lent

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 1/2006

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

PASTORAL LETTER ON THE GREAT LENT

We are entering into the Great Lent, which is very important in our Liturgical
Year. We undertake penance and restitution in commemoration of the Fast of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As the crown of it we share in the passion,
death and resurrection of our Lord in the Holy Week. We receive the occasion
through the lent, by partaking in the salutary sufferings of our Lord, to obtain
divine grace through the prayers, fast and works of restitution instructed by
the Church. It is the invitation of our Lord: “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the Good News” (Mk.1:
15) that should fill our minds fully alive. We exhort all the faithful to make use
of the occasion with responsibility, which the Church prepares along with the
divine plan for the transformation of our life and spiritual progress.

Prayer, penance and works of restitution are given special place in the
progress of spiritual life. We mean by the word ‘lent” all these together. The
kernel of the ‘lent’ is to sit by the side of God and to deepen the thought of the
presence of God. It is God, who vivifies human being and protects him/her
more than the food and other things, which the person takes in for the
nourishment of the body. The foundation of life is God’s merciful protection.
We ought to lead a life of faith during the course of the lent in the deep awareness

83



Pastaral Letter

of God. Over and above the plans that are evolved in our own intellect, we
ought to accept the loving guidance of God with faith. This vision enables the
faithful to observe the lent with love and joy.

We are living in an era, which gives too much importance to materialism or
to the body and its needs. The endeavors to remove every kind of limitation
from human life have become common today. But the truth is that ever-new
problems make human life more turbid. Human being ought to be ready to
recognize the limitations along with the immense potentialities of human
existence with a sense of reality. Many experiences of sufferings and pain
exist in human life. The pain caused by illness, death, and natural calamities
make human life an ocean of sorrows. We often see individuals, communion
of families and communities wander under the experience of sufferings. A
Christian should be able to see and evaluate these experiences under the light
of faith. The response, which St. Paul received when he prayed to the Lord to
remove his sufferings, is noteworthy: “My grace is sufficient for you, for power
is made perfect in weakness” (2Cor.12: 9). The light of faith, which Paul, the
apostle received through the revelation the Lord gave, should render strength
to the Christian in the moments of grief: “So I will boast all the more gladly of
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore | am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecution and calamities for
the sake of Christ; for whenever | am weak, then | am strong” (2 Cor.12: 10).
On the occasion of the weaknesses of life, the Lord Savior is near to us. God’s
grace does surpass weaknesses and limitations. Our Lord will enable us to
encounter suffering with equanimity.

The advice of St. Paul to share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ (2Cor. 1.
5) gives us another vision about suffering. The apostle does not mean that
there is anything lacking in the passion and in the cross. The salutary planning
of God is today being fulfilled through the life of the faithful and through the
communion of the Church. The suffering of the faithful is not entirely personal,
he carries it in the mystical body of Christ. When sufferings are accepted
together with the Church, they form part of the cross of Christ; they become
the fulfillment of salvation.

Today the urge is very strong to place our mind in material wealth and
affluence of consumer goods. The consumer culture, which the teaching of the
Church in recent times have forewarned, is becoming the distinguishing feature
of the present-day society. Advertisements try to magnify the needs of human
beings and to create artificial needs. The communication media also support
it. As a result of which, the tendency to run after the consumer goods without
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any discernment, is seen today. This fills the human minds with excessive
desires. And human beings become subject to conflicts, both bodily and mental.
Human being greatly esteems the material wealth and other conveniences the
person has amassed through strenuous self-efforts and not the God-given life
and its sublimity. But it is evident from human experiences that the
achievements and amenities of this world do not satisfy human beings. The
needs of human beings will only increase one after another. Human being will
always strive to amass more and to possess better things.

Under these circumstances, the lent leads us to two paths of activities. Firstly,
the Gospel based simplicity and spirit of poverty, which the lent envisages is
most relevant. The observances of the lent give us the outlook to live confiding
in the providence of God, reminding us of the word of God: “Is not life nobler
than food and body nobler than clothing?”’(Matt.6: 25). Lent gives us the training
to observe restraint and moderation in the aims, desires and in the means to
acquire them, which we receive in our life. Recognize that the aim of life is the
glory, which God bestows to it. It is not the worldly authority or wealth or joys
that gave glory to Jesus the Savior. Jesus marked the beginning of his public
life with fast and abstinence. Paul, the apostle testifies that Jesus entered into
his glory through the path of self- emptying, even to the extent of death on the
cross (Phil.2: 7-10). Itis this same vision that a portion of the prayer of the lent
gives us: “O! Wise human being, who strives to acquire life, prepare you by
wearing the armor, which is the lent. Who is there who could comprehend the
noble beauty, which the lent earns, or who is there who could describe its glory
in the proper manner? It is a great investment. O! Messiah, who has given us
that as weapon in order that we may acquire loftiness; you are blessed”. If we
observe lent in its real spirit and earnestness, we will be able to bear witness to
the Gospel simplicity amidst modern culture. Lent will be advantageous to
remove the anxiety and perplexity, which distress the human minds.

Secondly, the program of life, which the lent prescribes, is inevitable in
order to correct the modern age, which takes into account only self-interests
and greatness. There are several people in our community, who suffer misery
even in the midst of immense progress. We cannot forget our obligation towards
them. God has created this world and everything in it for all his children. But
due to historical and social reasons, only a few people have become their
beneficiaries now. We hear the invitations in the prayers of the lent such as:
extend your hands to the needy, share your bread with poor etc. A portion of
the prayer reminds us: “Let the rich man endowed with great wealth know that
he is engaged as steward to look after his poor friends too”. The tradition of
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the Church teaches us that the wealth we save through fast and penance, we
should spend for the needy. This is a symbolic act. This act of the lent is the
beginning of the sharing, which we have to put into practice daily. All are
obliged to spend wealth in order to eradicate the poverty and starvation of the
world and to use the scientific and technological knowledge, for fighting against
illnesses and misery. If human beings are ready to bear in the spirit each other’s
burden, it will be possible to build up a better world. That will expedite the
perfect oncoming of the kingdom of God, that commenced in Jesus. The perfect
revelation of the kingdom of God is fulfilled through transformation. Individuals
and Church communities have to try in order that the virtues envisaged by the
kingdom of God, such as, love, mercy, justice, sharing and simplicity, be
included in the life style. Let the fervent observance of this lent be the best
opportunity.

We pray that the forthcoming 50 days be useful for the renovation of our
life and for the perfect experience of God. May the omnipotent God bless us
all.

And that, through the prayer of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
and of the College of Apostles and of our Father, St. Thomas the Apostle and
of all the Saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in Christ

Mo bordvo
Thirusannidhi Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
10.12.2005. The Major Archbishop

of the Malankara Catholic Church.

Our Father in heaven... ...

N.B. This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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News

1. The Holy Episcopal Synod

The Third Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church will be
convened from 7-9 March, 2006 at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia in the
Catholicate Centre, the head quarters of the Church at Pattom, Trivandrum.
All the Bishops of the Church will participate in the Synod, which will be
presided over by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos.

The Proposed Agenda of the Holy Synod:

<= Confirmation of the Commissions

Approval of the Statutes of the Malankara Catholic Assembly
Presentation of the Prayer Books and Taksa

Report on the progress of the codification of the Paricular Law of the
MCC

Approval of the Statutes of the Synod of Bishops and the Permanent
Synod

< The Statutes of the Ordinary Tribunal of the Malankara Church

<= Unifying the various titles used in the Malankara Catholic Church

Q99

9

2. The Meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions

A meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commission of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church will be held at the Catholicate Centre at 4.30 pm
on 9 March 2006 after the Holy Episcopal Synod. The function of the Synodal
Commissions to assist the Synod and the Church in co-ordinating the various
apostolic activities of the Church will be elaborated and the future programmes
of the commissions will be discussed and co-ordinated in the meeting.

3. Most Rev. Mar Cleemis, Vice President of CBCI

Bishop Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis of the Eparchy of Thiruvalla was
elected Vice-President of the Catholic Bishops Conference of India held in
Banglore in the month of February. His Excellency Bishop Mar Gracian

Mundadan is the other Vice-President. His Eminence Telesphore Cardinal Topo
was elected the President.
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4. New Protosyncellus and Syncellus for the Eparchy of Thiruvalla

Most Rev. Issac Mar Cleemis, Bishop of Thiruvalla appointed Very Rev.
Fr. Cherian Ramanalil the Protosyncellus of the Eparchy of Thiruvalla. He
will be in charge of parishes, priests and religious. Very Rev. Fr. Abraham
Chacko Narimattathil is appointed the Syncellus with the charge of the
institutions of the Eparchy. The appointment took effect on 7 February 2006.
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