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Editorial

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH MANIFESTS
ECCLESIASTICAL AND HIERARCHICAL COMMUNION

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church continues its pilgrimage and
mission in the Church and in the world. The Holy Episcopal Synod of the
Church under its new President, His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis,
nurtures ecclesiastical and hierarchical communion within the Malankara
Catholic Church and in the Universal Church. 28 May 2007 is another
memorable day written in letters of gold in the annals of this Church. On that
date the newly elected Major Archbishop-Catholicos visited His Holiness Pope
Benedict XVI “to manifest hierarchical communion with the Roman Pontiff,
Successor of Peter, through the fidelity, reverence and obedience that are due
to the supreme pastor of the entire Church” (CCEO ¢ 92 §1). “Within a year of
his election and afterwards several times during the tenure of his office, he is
to visit Rome to venerate the tombs of the apostles Peter and Paul and to
present himself to the successor of Saint Peter in primacy over the entire
Church” (CCEO ¢ 92 83). In the case of Patriarchal Churches, the newly
elected Patriarch “must request as soon as possible ecclesiastical communion
from the Roman Pontiff by means of a letter signed in his own hand” (c 76 §2).

The God-given particular mission of the Malankara Catholic Church
is to be a living, dynamic witness of “ecclesiastical communion” and
“hierarchical communion” in the Universal Church and in the world. This
Apostolic Church shares the same faith and the same sacraments with the
Non-catholic Orthodox Churches in general (see UR 13-18) and more in-depth
communion with the Non-Catholic Orthodox Churches of the St. Thomas
Christian tradition of India. There is “almost full communion” with these
Churches. The one thing that still remains to be actualised is the hierarchical
communion with these Churches, so that the one faith shared shall be lived
and enjoyed through dauthoplso Roze, the sharing of the sacred mysteries
(communicatio in Sacris) which will lead to ecclesiastical communion, the
communion of Churches.

The Catholicos’ visitation to the Pope as an expression of “ecclesiastical
communion” and *“hierarchical communion” is to be understood in its
ecclesiological context. The Second Vatican Council apparently presents the
Church of Christ as a communion of Churches with these words: “It has come
about through divine providence that, in the course of time, different Churches
set up in various places by the Apostles and their successors joined together in
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Editorial

amultiplicity of organically united groups which, whilst safeguarding the unity
of faith and the unique divine structure of the Universal Church, have their
own discipline, enjoy their own liturgical usage and inherit a theological and
spiritual patrimony” (LG 23). The same Council in its Decree on the Oriental
Churches teaches how this communion is realised in the individual Churches:
“The holy Catholic Church, which is the mystical body of Christ, is made up
of the faithful who are organically united in the Holy Spirit by the same faith,
the same sacraments and the same government. They combine into different
groups which are held together by their hierarchy, and so form particular
churches or rites. Between those churches there is such a wonderful bond of
union that this variety in the Universal Church, so far from diminishing its
unity, rather serves to emphasize it” (OE 2). Communion is also realized at the
level of an Eparchy or Diocese: “A diocese is a section of the People of God
entrusted to a Bishop to be guided by him with the assistance of his clergy so
that, loyal to its pastor and formed by him into one community in the Holy
Spirit through the Gospel and the Eucharist, it constitutes one particular Church
in which the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church of Christ is truly present
and active” (CD 11)

An individual Church of the communion of Churches, in its existence
as a Church, has to foster the “bond of union”. This “bond of union” arises
from sharing the same faith, the same sacraments and same government. This
bond of union is brought about in the Holy Spirit through the Gospel (the
Word of God) and the Eucharist. This bond of union is actualised at the two
dimensions of the Church. In the external dimension, the bond of union is
actualised among Churches. This is “ecclesiastical communion” (UR 13). It
Is that communion or bond of union that exists among Churches by which
they are formed as the Universal Church. In the internal dimension, there
exists “hierarchical communion”. It is the communion or bond of union that
exists among the hierarchical heads of Churches by which a hierarchy of the
Universal Church arises and brings it into existence (LG 22-23). Every
individual Church should foster both the ecclesiastical communion and
hierarchical communion.

A newly elected hierarchical head of a Church is to express this
communion both personally and on behalf of the Church. Itis “in accordance
with the Lord’s decree, St. Peter and the rest of the apostles constitute a unique
apostolic college, so in like fashion the Roman Pontiff, Peter’s successor, and
the bishops, the successors of the apostles, are related with and united to one
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another. Indeed, (it is) the very ancient discipline whereby the bishops installed
throughout the whole world lived in unity, charity and peace...” (LG 22).

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, on his first visit to the Roman
Pontiff, was warmly welcomed by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI: “l am
pleased to welcome you on your first visit to Rome since your election as
Major Archbishop of the beloved Catholic Syro-Malankara Church. | am most
grateful to Your Beatitude for your affectionate and respectful greetings, and |
thank you sincerely for your eager wish to “see Peter” (cf. Gal 1:18). Together
let us give thanks to God for this providential opportunity to confirm that bond
of communion with the See of Rome of which your community is justly proud”
(Message of His Holiness Pope Benedict XV1). The Pope extolled the illustrious
predecessors of His Beatitude for what they had been to the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church and to the Universal Church. He wished His Beatitude “an
abundance of spiritual gifts so that this heritage may continue to bear much
fruit, according to the Lord’s will”. The Pope reminded the Church to be
faithful both to the Apostolic See and at the same to the specifically Eastern
features of the Malankara Catholic Church. He also reminded the Head and
Shepherd of the Church’s mission in the Sub-Continent, the need to respond
to the challenges of the new evangelisation at the start of the Third Christian
Millennium and the necessity to keep on dialogue with all religions and culture.

The Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church responded
to the welcome accorded to him in the following words: “I consider this to be
a historic moment for the ancient apostolic Malankara Church in her two-
thousand years of history as a Church. For the Malankara Catholic Church, it
is a day specially prepared by the Almighty Lord manifesting His wonderful
providence. It is the time that the Pater et Caput of the Malankara Catholic
Major Archiepiscopal Church visits the successor of St. Peter, the Chief of the
Apostles and the Head of the Apostolic College. It was exactly seventy-five
years back, on 26" April, 1932, in this Apostolic Palace that Pope Pius XI of
venerable memory graciously welcomed my illustrious predecessor, the Founder
of the Reunion Movement in India, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Ivanios of
Happy Memory with the extremely profound words of welcome, “My Son,
You are my good son: Welcome, a big Welcome”. (see Reply of His Beatitude,
Page 80) His Beatitude recollected the gracious attitude of Rome towards the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and assured him of continuing the special
mission of the Church, especially in the field of ecumenical relationship and
the fostering of the communion of Churches.



Editorial

This issue of MALANKARA, Volume 111, Number 1, has reproduced
the above-mentioned two historic documents. It also brings forth, as usual, all
the reports and documentation of the first Holy Episcopal Synod (Extraordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod) convoked by the newly-enthroned Major Archbishop
Catholicos. The Holy Episcopal Synod had on its agenda the canonical business
that had to be attended to after the Enthronement of the new Catholicos,
especially, the canonical provision for the Vacant Sees. Providing a guideline
for the activities of the Apostolic Visitator appointed for the pastoral care of
the Malankara Catholic Faithful in India, in the Extraterritorial Regions of the
Church was another notable achievement of the Extraordinary Synod.

The approval of the Canonical Petition submitted by the Postulator for
the Cause of Canonisation of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios was yet
another historic event in the life of the Malankara Church. This event is
documented in this issue. As usual, other documentations like the Pastoral
Letters are also included.

We present this issue hoping to keep you attuned to the rhythm of the
Malankara Catholic ecclesial life.

- Editors
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The Permanent Synod

THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA, INDIA

THE PERMANENT SYNOD
5 March 2007

REPORT

A meeting of the Permanent Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
was held at the Synod Hall in the Catholicate Centre on 5 March 2007. His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
presided over the Synod. This is the first meeting of the Permanent Synod
presided over by His Beatitude, who was enthroned Major Archbishop
Catholicos this morning. All the members of the Synod, namely, His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod) were present. Rev.
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor, recorded the proceedings.

The meeting commenced at 3 p.m. on 5 March 2007. His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis said the opening prayer. After the prayer, the senior
most Metropolitan and outgoing Synodal Administrator of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, felicitated His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis on his assuming the office.

His Beatitude, the Catholicos welcomed the members to the meeting of
the Permanent Synod, convened under his chairmanship, for consultation as
per norms of ¢ 220.3°, in appointing an Administrator to the Metropolitan See
of Tiruvalla which fell vacant at his enthronement. His Beatitude thanked the
Synodal Administrator, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios for his
inspiring leadership during the vacancy of the Major Archiepiscopal See of
the Malankara Church. His Beatitude remarked that it was indeed a special
divine providence that Mar Divannasios became the Synodal Administrator of
the Church. His Excellency fulfilled his obligations and conducted the Holy
Episcopal Synod of Election and the liturgy of the Enthronement of the newly
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Report

elected Catholicos in a praiseworthy manner. They have set an example to the
other individual Churches and are very much appreciated by all. It enhanced
the lustre of the ecclesial individuality of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
and vindicated the raison d’étre of the canonical status to which the Church
was raised by the Roman Pontiff.

Then, His Beatitude, the Catholicos, introduced the following agenda of
the meeting.

THE AGENDA
1. Appointment of an Administrator for the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
2. Canonical Provision for the vacant Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla

1. Appointment of an Administrator for the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla

His Beatitude, the Catholicos introduced the topic as the main point of
deliberation for the Synod. In the discussion that followed, all the members
present were of unanimous opinion that it would be better to appoint, Rt. Rev.
Chrian Ramanalil Corepiscopo, the Protosyncellus of the Archieparchy as the
Administrator, as it would ensure continuity of administration. His Beatitude,
the Catholicos delared this decision and it was welcomed by all.

2. Canonical Provision for the Vacant Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla

The Permanent Synod observed that the vacancy of the Metropolitan See
of Tiruvalla shall be filled up as early as possible, as prolonged period under
an Administrator would be detrimental to the ecclesial life of the Archieparchy.
Hence, necessary steps should be taken for the appointment of a new Bishop
at the earliest. The Catholicos informed that the Holy Episcopal Synod is
scheduled to be held on Saturday, 10 March 2007 and that letters for its
convocation will be handed over soon.

CONCLUSION
His Beatitude thanked all the members of the Synod for being present
after the long liturgy of the enthronement. The meeting concluded at 4 p.m.
with the prayer and the blessing of His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos.

®Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Synod

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Decision

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA, INDIA

THE PERMANENT SYNOD
5 March 2007

DECISION

The Permanent Synod that met on 5 March 2007 decided to recommend
Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Cherian Ramanalil to be appointed Administrator
of the Vacant Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla.

¥ Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Synod

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Extraordinary Synod

Letter of Convocation
of the Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

Dated 05.03.2007
To
His Excellency

Subject: Convocation of an Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod on 10 March
2007

Your Excellency,

This is to inform Your Excellency, as directed by His Beatiude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis, that You are convoked to an Extraordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod on Saturday 10 March 2007, to take care of some of the
administrative matters that need immediate attention after the enthronement
of the New Major Archbishop-Catholicos of our Church. The Synod will
commence at 4 p.m. on that day, in the Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia. The following is the agenda:

1. Canonical Provision for the Vacant See.

Confirmation of the Synodal Commissions with necessary changes
Liturgical texts to be published — Takso and Prarthanakramam
Codification of the Particular Law of the SMCC

Organization of the Judiciary of the SMCC

Approval of the Canonical Petition of the Cause of Canonisation
of Mar lvanios

7. Common Celebrations (July 15, September 20)
8. Matter Subsecreto
Thanking Your Excellency,

IS

Yours devotedly in Christ
sd/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Opening Message

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE EXTRAORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD ON 10 MARCH 2007

Dear Synod Fathers,

With deep humility but with profound joy and great gratitude to God, |
welcome you all to this Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. I, a weak servant
of God’s People, have been chosen and entrusted this Church to be pastured in
communion with you and in co-operation with the clergy and the entire People
of God. Through your synodal act, you chose me to continue “this ministry
and apostleship” (Acts 1:25) which our venerable predecessors, the Servant of
God Archbishop Mar lvanios, Archbishop Mar Gregorios and the first Major
Archbishop Catholicos Moran Mor Cyril Baselios of happy memory, handed
over to us. At the very outset, as | preside over this first Holy Episcopal Synod
convoked by me, | pay glowing tribute to my venerable predecessors and bow
my head before them.

This Holy Episcopal Synod is blessed with the addition of one more member
to it. I thank His Holiness Pope Benedict X V1, the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches and other offices of the Holy See and the Apostolic Nuncio in India,
for taking this initial step towards the pastoral care of the Malankara Catholics
in India, outside the territorium proprium of the Church. The Holy Spirit who
said "set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them”
(Acts 13:2) has chosen and set apart His Excellency Jacob Mar Barnabas and
gave him to the Malankara Catholic Church. His Excellency's eminent qualities
and spirit of dedication will be a great asset to the Church. | extend a very
hearty welcome to Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas and wish that his Episcopal
ministry in communion with the Holy Episcopal Synod be for the greater
glory of God and for the good of the entire Church. In the light of this canonial
provision, we need to make necessary guidelines for the efficient functioning
of the Apostolic Visitator appointed in India outside the territorium proprium.

My dear Brother Bishops! It is the bond of communion among us, we being
united by the Holy Spirit, the Word of God and the Bread of Life that we share,
that would ensure our Episcopal hierarchical communion as expressed in our
Holy Episcopal Synod. This communion would guarantee what would be good
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to the Holy Spirit and to us and not to impose on anyone any further burden
than the essentials (Acts 15:28). It would enable us to do those things that
please the whole community (Acts 6:5). It is in this confidence that | take up
this ministry in the Church. With St. Paul, | say: “May | never boast of anything
except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified
to me, and | to the world” (Gal 6:14).

As you know, this Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod has been convoked
to consider some of the canonical provisions to be made due to vacancies that
arose on my assumption of the office of the Major Archbishop. You see a
number of items on the agenda which need our immediate attention. The
canonical provision for the Vacant See requires our immediate attention for
which we have to fulfill the canonical requirements.

As | have taken over the leadership of the Episcopate and with the inception
of His Excellency Jacob Mar Barnabas into the Holy Episcopal Synod, there is
a need of reallocation of the Chairmanships of the various Synodal
commissions. We could do this in this Synod.

Another important topic that | have included on the agenda is the approval
of the Canonical Petition of the Cause of Canonisation of Archbishop Mar
Ivanios. As you all know, the process for the acceptance of the Canonical
Petition was begun by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios of happy
memory. The Synod is the proper forum for consultation, according to the
norms given by the Apostolic See, before I give the formal approval. Once the
canonical petition is accepted, Archbishop Mar Ivanios could be declared as
“Servant of God” in the Church. It would be a matter of great jubilation for
the people if this is done on 15 July this year, the Day of Commemoration of
Mar Ivanios.

The other topics on the agenda include publication of liturgical texts, the
Codification of the Particular Law of the SMCC and the organization of the
judiciary of the SMCC. We have to follow up the matter and complete the
work already begun. Under the title subsecreto we have important matters to
be dealt with.

Venerable Brother Bishops,

The Apostolic Malankara Church is blessed day-by-day as she progresses
in her pilgrimage in this world. The new leadership continues the divine task
entrusted to this Church. While our Church shares the common goal of every
individual Church in the Catholic communion of Churches, it is our specific
mission in the Church and in the world to foster communion at all levels of
ecclesial life. | am grateful to God for guiding our Church sending His Holy
Spirit. The words, His Excellency Mar Divannasios wrote informing the Church
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of my election, were profound and encouraging. “We, comparatively a small
sheep fold, have always had the experience of being carried in the hands of
God. He will never leave us orphans. The experience of the members of the
Synod in electing a new Catholicos remains in the Church as that of a new
Pentecost. Being inspired by the Spirit of God, the fact that we, the Bishops,
who are weak servants of the Lord, could in a short while, elect the new
Catholicos, shows that God, in a special manner, has glorified our Church
within the Christian Community and in the world” (see MALANKARA, \ol
I, No.3, p 162).

The task, the Lord and You, my venerable Brothers in the Episcopate, have
entrusted to me is to guide this Church in the world for the vast humanity, the
God’s People. It will be our task to do good to all, especially to the needy and
the marginalized of the society. It will be our strategy to co-operate and join
hands with all men of good-will to propagate and to do good in this world.

As a Church that fosters communion in all aspects of human life -
communion among the Faithful, communion among Churches, communion in
the world at large - we rely on the Lord and His Holy Spirit. The communion
of the Christians of the St. Thomas tradition in India is a special vocation of
our Church. Itis my wish that, | be an instrument in the hands of the Lord, that
his prayer, “the glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they
may be one, as we are one, | in them and you in me, that they may become
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me” (Jn 17:23-24), come true through my
ministry as the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church.

An important event in the life of the Church in the days to come will be my
visitation of the Holy Father in accordance with the law of the Church, to
manifest hierarchical communion with the Roman Pontiff, Successor of Peter,
through the fidelity, reverence and obedience that are due to the supreme pastor
of the entire Church, within a year of my canonical election and enthronement
as Major Archbishop-Catholicos. Arrangements for this visitation will be made
through proper channel.

May the present Holy Episcopal Synod, for which we are now gathered
here, be for the greater glory of God and for the good of our Church! Invoking
the love of God the Father, the grace of the only Son and the abiding presence
of the Holy Spirit on us all, I declare this Synod open.

EMoran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop Catholicose
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(10 March 2007)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked an
Extraordinary Synod at the Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia in
the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum on 10 March 2007. It was the day
of the Episcopal Ordination of Rt. Rev. Remban Chacko Aerath OIC who was
ordained after the name Jacob Mar Barnabas. At 3 p.m., all the Synod Fathers
- His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos (President of the
Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom,
Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Most
Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas and Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas — assembled at
the Synod Hall.

His Beatitude, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis welcomed all the Bishops
for the Extraordinary Synod. He paid glowing tributes to all his venerable
predecessors, especially to His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios of happy
memory, the First Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. He
welcomed Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas to the Holy Episcopal Synod of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. He thanked the Holy Father, the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches and other offices of the Holy See and
the Apostolic Nuncio in India, for taking this initial step towards the pastoral
care of the Malankara Catholics in India, outside the territorium proprium of
the Church. He congratulated the new Bishop for his eminent qualities and
spirit of dedication to the Church. He reminded the Synod Fathers the historical
importance of this first Synod, he convoked. He said that the immediate purpose
of the Holy Episcopal Synod was to deal with some of the important canonical
requisites of our Ecclesial life that arose due to his enthronement as Major
Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, namely, the
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need to fill up the vacancy of the Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla, to fill up the
vacancy in the Permanent Synod, to effect certain changes in the chairmanship
of the Synodal Commissions, etc. He also drew the attention of the Synod
Fathers to the canonical arrangements necessary for the pastoral care of the
faithful outside the territorium proprium of the Church in the light of the new
canonical developments. Requesting the whole hearted and prayerful support
of his brother-Bishops, he declared the Synod open.

The Presentation of the Agenda
His Beatitude then presented the agenda of the Synod:

1. Inaugural Address
2. Presentation and Approval of the Agenda

3. Reports and Decisions of the Fourth Ordinary Synod, Extraordinary
Synod (held on 23 November 2006) and the First Holy Synod of
Election.

Representatives to the Permanent Synod

Construction of the Catholicate Centre.

Common Celebrations (July 15, September 20)

Canonical Provision for the Vacant See.

Synodal Commissions

Approval of the Canonical Petition of the Cause of Canonization of
Mar Ivanios

10. Matter subsecreto

11. Concluding Message

The agenda was approved with the addition of the following topics: The
Patron’s Day of the Catholicos, Organisation of Ecclesial Life outside the
Territorium Proprium in India and New Appointments in St. Mary’s Malankara
Seminary.

© o N gk

Reports and Decisions of the Fourth Holy Episcopal Synod, Extraordinary
Synod (23 November 2006) and the First Holy Episcopal Synod of Election

The Reports of the Fourth Ordinary Synod, the Extraordinary Synod held
on 23 November 2006 and the First Holy Synod of Election were read out by
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod and Fr. Antony
Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor. After clarifications and corrections, the
reports were passed at the proposal of Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
supported by Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas.

27



Extraordinary Synod

The Patron’s Day of the Catholicos

The members of the Synod suggested that it would be good to fix a
particular day as the feast of the patron of the Catholicos. Which day will the
Catholicos celebrate as his Patron’s Day - the feast of St. Basil or St. Clement?
It was decided that the name “Baselios” being the titular name of the Catholicos,
the feast of St. Basil on 1 January shall be celebrated as the Feast of the Patron
Saint of the Catholicos of our Church. However, taking into account the social
festivity of the New Year Day, it shall be celebrated on 2 January every year.

Representatives to the Permanent Synod

The place of His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, who was a
member of the Permanent Synod, became vacant on his enthronement as Major
Archbishop-Catholicos. To fill in the place, the Synod elected Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios, the Eparchial Bishop of Mavelikara. The Synod also elected
the substitute members of the Permanent Synod as per canon 115 §83. Most
Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas and Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, who according to the order of precedence stated
here, shall substitute the absent members of the Permanent Synod when its
meeting would be convoked.

New Appointments at St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary

The Synod deliberated on the appointment of the new staff members in
the Malankara Seminary as most of the office-bearers had completed their
stipulated term of office. The Rector Rev. Fr. George Kalayil, the Dean of the
Faculty of Theology Rev. Fr. Philip Chemapakassery, the Dean of the Faculty
of Philosophy Rev. Fr. Thomas Naickamparambil and the Procurator Rev. Fr.
P.T. George had completed their term of three years or more in office. The
present Spiritual Father, Rev. Fr. Jose Kadakampallil had to leave the seminary
as he was appointed Rector of the Minor Seminary of the newly erected Eparchy
of Mavelikara. The Synod, after elaborate evaluation and discussion, proposed
to appoint Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Thomas Thannickakuzhy as Rector, Rev. Fr.
Stephen Thottathil as Dean of the Faculty of Theology, Rev. Fr. Jose Mariadas
Padipurackal OIC as Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, Rev. Fr. Daniel
Kulangara as Procurator and Rev. Fr. Mathew Pallathumuriyil as Spiritual
Father.

The Holy Episcopal Synod also was of opinion that Priests from other
Churches could be appointed on the teaching staff and as Spiritual Father, if
need arises.
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Organisation of Ecclesial Life outside the Territorium Proprium in India

How to organise the parishes and communities in the Extra-territorial
Regions of the Church in India was a major discussion in the Synod. It was
observed that the canonical status of our communities remains the same even
though an Apostolic Visitator, with Episcopal character, is appointed by the
Holy See. In order to organise our communities outside the territorium
proprium, the Apostolic Visitator shall take over the work done by the
Ecclesiastical Co-ordinator, \ery Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC. Inall practical
purposes, the churches, institutions and other entities outside the territorium
proprium, which are now built up by the Eparchies and the churches built up
by the Order of the Imitation of Christ (Bethany Ashram), should be combined
into a single unit under the authority of the Apostolic Visitator. The Priests,
Religious and the Laity with all their apostolic activities for the Malankara
Catholics in India outside the territorium proprium form a single unit of ecclesial
activities under the guidance of the Apostolic Visitator. The Priests now working
in this region and are incardinated in the particular Eparchies maintain their
status quo, but they are entrusted to the Apostolic Visitator. They should work
under him for the period of time agreed upon by the respective Eparchial Bishop
and the Apostolic Visitator. Similarly, the Priests of Bethany Ashram, who
work in parishes and mission centres too are entrusted to the Apostolic Visitator.
All institutions, which are now managed by the Eparchies, shall be entrusted
to the Apostolic Visitator. Their legal ownership shall be transferred to the
ApostolicVisitator in due course, after ascertaining their assets and liabilities.
To discuss and settle the ownership and management of the churches established
and built up by Bethany Ashram, His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos and Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios will
meet the Superior General and the Provincial Superiors of Bethany Ashram on
14 March 2007.

The Construction of the Catholicate Centre

It is expected that the new building of St. Aloysius Minor Seminary, which
now functions at the site allotted for the Catholicate Centre, will be completed
and blessed in April 2007. The construction of the Catholicate Centre, which
is to house the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, could begin after that.

It was proposed that the amount to be realised from the common property
of the seminary of the Catholic Churches of Kerala at Kakkanadu, could be
used as a reserve fund for the Malankara Major Seminary and the Catholicate
Centre. One third of the amount could be used for the construction of the
Catholicate Centre.
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Common Celebrations (15 July, 20 September)

In the discussion that followed, it was decided that 15 July 2007 being
Sunday, the ecclesial-level-commemoration of Mar Ivanios shall be held on
Saturday, 14 July 2007. Hence the Padayatra from Ranni-Perunadu to the
tomb of Mar lvanios at Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram shall commence on 9
July 2007.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the Bishop of Bathery,
informed the Synod that the preparations for the celebration of the 77" Reunion
Day, the Platinum Jubilee of the reconstitution of the Malankara Hierarchy in
the Catholic Communion and the 125 years of the birth of Archbishop Mar
Ivanios are progressing. The celebrations will be held at Kodenchery near
Thamarassery.

Canonical Provision for the VVacant Sees

The next item on the agenda was the canonical provision for the vacant
Archieparchial See of Tiruvalla. In the discussion on the modalities of the
provision, it was decided:

1. to make immediate provision for the vacant Metropolitan See of
Tiruvalla

2. to transfer a senior Bishop to the vacant Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla

In the election by secret ballot, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Bishop
of Muvattupuzha was elected. It was decided that the name shall be intimated
to the Apostolic Nuncio, so that he would arrange for its simultaneous
announcement in Rome, Trivandrum and Tiruvalla.

An Eparchial Bishop is to be provided to the See of Muvattupuzha when
the same becomes vacant due to the transfer of Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
from the See. Hence the Synod, according to the norms of the Holy Canons,
prepared a list of candidates for Episcopacy. According to CCEO c 182 83,
the Catholicos is to transmit the list to the Apostolic See to obtain the assent of
the Roman Pontiff.

Synodal Commissions

Because of the changes in the Episcopate, there arose the need for a few
changes in the Chairmanship of the Synodal Commissions. His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis was proposed to chair the Synodal Commission
for Seminary Formation, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos to chair the Synodal
Commission for Liturgy and Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas to chair the Synodal
Commission for Evangelisation. The proposals were accepted
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Approval of the Canonical Petition of the Cause of Canonisation of Mar
Ivanios

The Catholicos informed the Synod Fathers that he will pursue the
deliberations of the Fourth Holy Episcopal Synod on the cause of canonisation
of Archbishop Mar Ivanios and the steps taken by His Beatitude Moran Mor
Cyril Baselios of venerable memory, in the acceptance of the Petition of the
Cause. He also said that the announcement of the acceptance of the Petition
shall be made on the day of his commemoration. Thereafter, Archbishop Mar
Ivanios shall be called “Servant of God”. The Synod Fathers endorsed the
decision of the Catholicos.

Matter Sub-secreto
The matters posted under this on the agenda were discussed and finalised.
Conclusion

The other topics on the agenda were deferred to the next Holy Episcopal
Synod. It was agreed upon that the next and the fifth Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod shall be convoked from 3 p.m. on 9 October to 12 October 2007. His
Beatitude, the Catholicos concluded the Synod with a call to a renewed
dedication and renewal of life as we approach the end of the great lent. He
thanked the Synod Fathers for their participation in the Synod in spite of the
heavy schedule of the day. The Synod ended at 8 p.m. with the prayer and
apostolic blessing by his His Beatitude the Catholicos.

®Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos

Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Extraordinary Synod

THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
10 March 2007

DECISION

The Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church held at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, in the Catholicate Centre,
Pattom, Trivandrum, on 10 March 2007 studied and prayed over the following
matters and decided:

I. The Patron’s Day of the Catholicos

1. That the name “Baselios” being the titular name of the Catholicos, the
feast of St. Basil on January 1 shall be celebrated as the Feast of the
Patron Saint of the Catholicos of our Church. However, taking into
account the social festivity of the New Year Day, it shall be celebrated
on 2 January every year.

I1. On the Canonical Provision for Vacant Sees

2. To make canonical provision for the vacant See of Tiruvalla according
to the following modalities:

a. to make immediate provision for the vacant Metropolitan See
of Tiruvalla

b. to transfer a senior Bishop to the vacant Metropolitan See of
Tiruvalla

3. To send the name of Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Eparchial
Bishop of Muvattupuzha, who was elected to fill in the vacant See of
Tiruvalla, to the Apostolic Nuncio, so that he would arrange for its
simultaneous announcement in Rome, Trivandrum and Tiruvalla.

4. To fill in the vacancy of the See of Muvattupuzha, according to the
norms of the Holy Canons from a list of candidates for Episcopacy.
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According to CCEO c 182 83, the Catholicos shall send the list to the
Apostolic See to obtain the assent of the Roman Pontiff.

Approval of the Canonical Petition of the Cause of Canonization of Mar
lvanios

5. His Beatitude the Catholicos shall pursue the the process of acceptance
of the Canonical Petition submitted by the Postulator for the Cause of
Canonisation of Archbishop Mar Ivanios and shall approve the petition
according to the norms given by the Holy See. In case, he approves the petition,
it shall be announced in the Church on the day of the commemoration of Mar
Ivanios.

6. That 15 July 2007 being a Sunday, the ecclesial-level-commemoration
of Mar lvanios shall be held on Saturday, 14 July 2007.

7. Matter sub-secreto

& Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Extraordinary Synod

THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTER, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
10 March 2007

GUIDELINES

The extraordinary Synod that met on 10 March 2007 gave the following
directives for:

1. The Organisation of Ecclesial Life of the Malankara Catholics in India
outside its Territorium Proprium

a. It is to be understood that the canonical status of our communities
remains the same even though an Apostolic Visitator, with Episcopal
character, is appointed by the Holy See.

b. In order to organise our communities outside the territorium proprium,
the Apostolic Visitator shall take over the work done by the
Ecclesiastical Co-ordinator, Very Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC.

c. The churches, institutions and other entities outside the territorium
proprium, which are now built up by the Eparchies and the churches
established and built up by the Order of the Imitation of Christ
(Bethany Ashram), should be combined into a single unit under the
authority of the Apostolic Visitator.

d. The Priests, Religious and the Laity with all their organisations and
apostolic activities for the Malankara Catholics in India outside the
territorium proprium form a single unit of ecclesial activities under
the guidance of the Apostolic Visitator.

e. The Priests now working in this region and are incardinated in the
particular Eparchies maintain their status quo, but they are entrusted
to the Apostolic Visitator. They should work under him for the period
of time agreed upon by the respective Eparchial Bishop and the
Apostolic Visitator.
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f. The Priests of Bethany Ashram, who work in parishes and mission
centres too are entrusted to the Apostolic Visitator.

g. All institutions, which are now managed by the Eparchies, shall be
entrusted to the Apostolic Visitator. Their legal ownership shall be
transferred to the Apostolic Visitator in due course, after ascertaining
their assets and liabilities.

h. Regarding the ownership of the churches and institutions established
and built up by Bethany Ashram, His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos and Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios will meet the Superior General and the Provincial
Superiors of Bethany Ashram on 14 March 2007and discuss and settle
the matter.

2. Use of the amount to be realised from the common property of the
seminary of the Catholic Churches of Kerala, at Kakkanadu.

It could be used as a reserve fund for the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary
and the Catholicate Centre. One third of the amount could be used for the
construction of the Catholicate Centre.

& Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Valedictory Message

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS AT
THE EXTRAORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD

OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH HELD ON 10 MARCH 2007

Dear Synod Fathers,

As we come to the close of this Holy Episcopal Synod, I thank the Lord
for His abiding presence with us and the Holy Spirit for inspiring us and keeping
us protected under the loving wings of God, the Father. | recall the memory of
His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios who guided our last Synodal gathering.
In spite of his ill- health he was with us during those days. His loving memory
is a guide to our ecclesial life.

Within a day, this synodal convocation has achieved quite a lot. The
decisions we have arrived at to fill in the vacant Archieparchial and Eparchial
sees and the consultation for the acceptance of the Canonical petition for the
cause of canonisation of Archbishop Mar lvanios, are important events in the
history of our Church. Our decisions manifest the unity and strength of our
synodal communion. This is a source of blessing for us.

In the short span of time after our Church was elevated to the status of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church and the Holy Episcopal Synod was constituted,
we could create, thanks to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, functional canonical
structures and systems for the efficient administration of our Church. Let the
Spirit of the Lord continue to guide us.

Venerable brother Bishops,

In the fervor of the Lenten season, we return to our respective Eparchies
after this Synod. We shall foster the spirit of communion that we experienced
in the Synod with the spiritual zeal of the season. It will be a source of
sanctification for us. We shall reap the fruits of the economy of salvation, the
paschal mystery of Jesus Christ, that we commemorate during this season. Let
the risen Lord encompass us fully when at the Easter Liturgy, we proclaim,
“Brethren, | announce to you a new message: The Lord Jesus has risen from
the tomb and he has driven back all his enemies”.

I wish you and our communities everywhere every success. May God
bless us all. 1 declare the Synod closed.

®Moran Mor Beselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archboshop-Catholicos
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Dated 5 March 2007
To
Right Rev. Corepiscopo
Cherian Ramanalil
Archbishop’s House
Marygiri, Tiruvalla 689101

LETTER OF APPOINTMENT AS ADMINISTRATOR
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen!
Dear Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Cherian Ramanalil,

Greetings and Apostolic Blessings to you!

I am pleased to appoint you Administrator of the Vacant Metropolitan See of
Tiruvalla with effect from today, 5 March 2007, as per CCEO ¢ 220.3°.

You are to make a profession of faith before me and take canonical possession
of the office by presenting this letter of appointment to the College of
Metropolitan Eparchial Consultors as per CCEO c¢ 220.4°.

Venerable Son,
You will exercise the rights and obligations of your office as per the Code of
Canons of the Oriental Churches and the legitimate laws and customs of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

May God bless you!

Yours in Our Lord

sd/-
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Press Release

Corepiscopo Cherian Ramanalil
is Administrator of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla

Trivandrum: Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Malankara Catholic Church, appointed Cherian Ramanalil Corepiscopo
as Administrator of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. The announcement was
made today evening at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, in the presence of the
College of Metropolitan Eparchial Consultors of Tiruvalla. The new
Administrator was appointed in the place of Most Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar Cleemis,
who was enthroned Major Archbishop Catholicos of the Malankara Church.
Corepiscopo Cherian Ramanalil will continue his ministry as Administrator
till the appointment of a new Metropolitan Archbishop for the Archieparchy.
Presently, he is the Protosyncellus of the Archieparchy.

Corepiscopo Cherian was born on 18 November 1939 at Ayroor, as the
son of Annamma and Varghese Ramanalil of Pakalomattom Thazhamon family.
He reunited in 1953 along with his family. After his secondary school education,
in 1955 he entered the Minor Seminary at Tiruvalla for priestly formation.
During his priestly ministry he dedicated himself for the activities of
conscientisation against alcoholism and for organising Charismatic retreats.
Since January 2006, he is the Protosyncellus of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla.

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Letter to the Roman Pontiff
about the Vacant Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla

6 March 2007
To
Most Holy Father
Pope Benedict XVI

Most Holy Father,

With profound gratitude to God, | wish to inform Your Beatitude that | was enthroned
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church by Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, the Synodal Administrator, in the presence of all the Bishops of
our Church, numerous Ecclesiastical and State Dignitaries and a large number of
Faithful. May | avail of this opportunity to express our immense gratitude to Your
Holiness for Your Apostolic Blessing on me and our Church on the occasion of my
installation as Major Archbishop.

I also wish to inform Your Holiness, as per CCEO ¢ 220, that the Metropolitan See
of Tiruvalla is vacant from 5 March 2007, as | am enthroned Major Archbishop on
that date. In consultation with the Permanent Synod, | appointed Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo
Cherian Ramanalil, the present Proto-Syncellus of the Metropolitan Eparchy of
Tiruvalla, administrator of the Metropolitan Eparchy, as per canon 220.3°- 4°,

The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Church will be convoked on 10 March 2007 to
assign a worthy and suitable Metropolitan-Archbishop to the vacant see according
to the norms of the Holy Canons.

Craving for Your Holiness’ prayers and blessings for me and the entire Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church,

Your Holiness’ devotedly in Christ,

sd/-
¥ Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla

Letter Informing the Holy See about the Canonical Provision
for the Vacant Matropolitan See of Tiruvalla

Dated 12.3.2007
To
His Grace Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio
50 C, Niti Marg,
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110021

Your Grace,

As Your Grace was informed the Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla is vacant since
I was enthroned as Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church on 5 March 2007. The Holy Episcopal Synod met on Saturday,
10 March 2007, to consider the matter and decided:

1. To make immediate provision for the vacant Metropolitan See of
Tiruvalla.
2. Totransfer a senior Bishop to the vacant Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla.
3. To elect by secret ballot a bishop to fill in the vacancy.
(Matter subsecerto)

Hence, along with the Bishops of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, I wish to transfer Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
from the Eparchial See of Muvattupuzha and to appoint him the Metropolitan-
Archbishop of Tiruvalla, as per CCEO cc 85 §2.2° and 86 §1.1°.
I request Your Grace to communicate the matter to the Holy See and to expedite
the announcement of the canonical provision for the Metropolitan See of
Tiruvalla.

Thanking Your Grace for all the support extended to us,

Yours devotedly in Christ
sd/-
% Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop Catholicos
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor

Similar letters were sent to the Secretariate of the State and the Congrregation for
the Oriental Churches.
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Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla

ANNOUNCEMENT

THE TRANSFER AND APPOINTMENT
OF MOST REV. THOMAS MAR KOORILOS
AS THE METROPOLITAN-ARCHBISHOP
OF TIRUVALLA

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

As per the decision of the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on 10 March 2007
and in concurrence with the Apostolic See, and in accordance with CCEO
canons 85 §2.2° and 86 81.1°, | am pleased to transfer Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos, Eparchial Bishop of Muvattupuzha, and appoint him the
Metropolitan-Archbishop of Tiruvalla.

This announcement is made simultaneously from Vatican City, the Catholicate
Centre Trivandrum and from the Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla.

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, Catholicate Centre, Pattom,
Trivandrum 695004 on 26 March 2007.

sd/-
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC

Chancellor
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

TRANSFER AND APPOINTMENT OF
MOST REV. THOMAS MAR KOORILOS
AS THE METROPOLITAN-ARCHBISHOP

OF THE ARCHIEPARCHY OF TIRUVALLA

DECRER

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the Perpetual Good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to our venerable Brother
THOMAS MAR KOORILOS, Bishop of Muvattupuzha of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church!

God always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church. Now
that the Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla has been vacant, we turn our attention
to provide a vigilant pastor of souls to the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Hence, in our apostolic solicitude, with the
consent of the Holy Episcopal Synod and by virtue of CCEO canons 85 §2.2°
and 86, We, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, hereby, transfer you from the Eparchial
See of Muvattupuzha and appoint you Metropolitan-Archbishop of the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. You will
have the rights and duties inherent in your office and status. You are obliged
to strictly safeguard all the requirements prescribed by the Code of Canons of
the Eastern Churches and the particular law and legitimate customs of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Venerable Brother, having been raised to a new position in the Church, you
will persist to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be poured out
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on the entire People of God of the Metropolitan Province of Tiruvalla and the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. Your sacerdotal ministry since 1985, Episcopal
ministry since 1997 and your inspiring leadership as Eparchial Bishop of
Muvattupuzha since 2003 had been for the greater Glory of God and the good
of His People. We are confident that this new canonical provision of office
will enable you to work towards the spiritual and pastoral prosperity of the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla which was pastured by your illustrious predecessors,
the Most Rev. Yakob Mar Theophilos, Joseph Mar Severios, Zacharias Mar
Athanasios and Isaac Mar Yoohanon of venerable memory and Geevarghese
Mar Timotheos as Bishops of the Eparchy of Tiruvalla. In divine providence,
the Eparchy of Tiruvalla was raised to the status of an Archieparchy on 14
May 2006 and I, the humble servant of the Church, was installed as its first
Metropolitan-Archbishop on 10 June 2006. The Archieparchy is growing up.
We hope that under your Episcopal ministry, the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
will become a symbol of the apostolic vitality of our Church. To bring all the
separated brethren of the St. Thomas Christian tradition of India together is a
ministry most close to the heart of the Church. You shall set before your eyes
the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors of the Universal Church and the ardent
prophetic zeal of Archbishop Mar lvanios of venerable memory and the
illustrious prelates of our Church. Hence, you shall exercise the rights and
obligations of your office for the good of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
and the entire universal Catholic communion and the society at large.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our decree
and the new appointment shall be for the good of our venerable brother
Metropolitan-Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos and produce
abundant fruits for the Malankara Catholic Church in the communion of the
entire Christian faithful of the Universal Church.

Given in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate
Centre, on the twenty-sixth day of the month of March 2007, in the year of Our
Lord, the first year of Our Major Archiepiscopal Office,

sd/-
" & Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
sd/- . .
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC Major Archbishop
Chancellor
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Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla

Press Release

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
enthroned Metropolitan Archbishop

Trivandrum May 2, 2007: Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Metropolitan of
the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha and Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, assumed office as Metropolitan
Archbishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, on 2 May 2007. The enthronement
ceremony was conducted during the celebration of the Holy Qurbono today at
8 a.m. at St. John's Cathedral, Tiruvalla. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis officiated the ceremony.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis presided over the public meeting
that followed. Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysostom, the Metropolitan of
the Mar Thoma Church, inaugurated the meeting. Rt. Rev. Joseph Kariyil,
Bishop of Punalur, delivered benedictory speech. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios, Honourable Minister of Transport Adv. Mathew T. Thomas, Sri.
Suresh Babu, Municipal Vice Chairman of Tiruvalla, Rev. Fr. George Thomas
Kallunkal OIC, Superior General of Bethany Ashram, and Prof. Jacob M.
Abraham, President of the MCA felicitated the Metropolitan on the occassion.
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos in his reply thanked everybody.

All the Metropolitans, Rembans, Corepiscopoi, Priests, Religious, Deacons of
the Church, social and political leaders, Bishops of the Sister-Churches, and
numurous faithful participated in the function.

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA, INDIA

THE PERMANENT SYNOD
2 May 2007

REPORT

A meeting of the Permanent Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was
held at Marygiri Archbishop’s House Tiruvalla on 2 May 2007. His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos presided over the meeting.

All members of the Synod, namely, His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of
the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom and Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios were present. Fr. Antony
Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor, recorded the proceedings.

The meeting commenced at 3 p.m. on 2 May 2007. His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis said the opening prayer. He welcomed the members to the meeting
of the Permanent Synod, convened for consultation as per norms of ¢ 220.3°, to
appoint an administrator for the Eparchial See of Muvattupuzha which fell vacant at
the enthronement of His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos as Metropolitan Archbishop
of Tiruvalla.

THE AGENDA AND DISCUSSION

His Beatitude introduced the topic, appointment of an Administrator for the Eparchy
of Muvattupuzha, as the point for deliberation of the Synod. The Synod first evaluated
the present status of the young Eparchy of Muvattupuzha. In the discussion that
followed, all the members present were of unanimous opinion that it would be better
to appoint the Protosyncellus of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha, Rt. Rev. Msgr. John
Varghese Easwarankudiyil as the Administrator, as it would ensure continuity of
administration. His Beatitude, the Catholicos declared this decision and it was
welcomed by all.

CONCLUSION

His Beatitude thanked all the members of the Synod for being present at the
meeting of the Permanent Synod, after the long liturgy of the enthronement. The
meeting concluded at 4 p.m. with the prayer and the blessing of His Beatitude.

*¥Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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The Permanent Synod

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA, INDIA

THE PERMANENT SYNOD
2 May 2007

DECISION

The Permanent Synod that met on 2 May 2007 decided to recommend Rt. Rev.
Msgr. John Varghese Easwarankudiyil to be appointed Administrator of the
Vacant Eparchial See of Muvattupuzha.

®Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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DOCUMENTATION I1

Appointment of the Administrator
of the Vacant See of Muvattupuzha
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Eparchy of Muvattupuzha

Dated 02 May 2007
To
Right Rev. Msgr. John Varghese Easwarankudiyil
Catholic Bishop’s House
Vazhappilly, Mudavur
Muvattupuzha 686669

LETTER OF APPOINTMENT AS ADMINISTRATOR
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen!
Dear Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Varghese Easwarankudiyil
Greetings and Apostolic Blessings to you!

I am pleased to appoint you Administrator of the Vacant Eparchial See of
Muvattupuzha with effect from today, 02 May 2007, as per CCEO c¢ 220.3°.

You are to make a profession of faith before me and take canonical possession
of the office by presenting this letter of appointment to the College of Eparchial
Consultors as per CCEO c 220.4°.

Venerable Son,

You will exercise the rights and obligations of your office as per the Code of
Canons of the Oriental Churches and the legitimate laws and customs of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

May God bless you!
Yours in Our Lord

sd/-
% Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Eparchy of Muvattupuzha

Letter to the Roman Pontiff
about the vacant see of Muvattupuzha

03 May 2007
To
Most Holy Father
Pope Benedict XVI

Most Holy Father,

May | be permitted to inform Your Holiness, as per CCEO c¢ 220, that the
Eparchial See of Muvattupuzha is vacant from 2 May 2007, as His Excellency
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Eparchial Bishop of Muvattupuzha was
transferred and appointed Metropolitan-Archbishop of Tiruvalla on 26.3.2007
and was enthroned on 2 May 2007.

In consultation with the Permanent Synod, | appointed Rt. Rev. Msgr. John
Varghese Easwarankudiyil, administrator of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha,
as per canon 220.3°- 4°. The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Church will be
convoked to elect a worthy and suitable candidate to the vacant See according
to the norms of the Holy Canons, as soon as we obtain Your Holiness’ assent to
the list of candidates submitted to the Holy See.

Craving for Your Holiness’ prayers and blessings for me and the entire Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church,

Your Holiness’ devotedly in Christ,

sd/-
® Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis,
the New Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
visits and expresses hierarchical communion
with the Roman Pontiff
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Message of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI

Your Beatitude,

I am pleased to welcome you on your first visit to Rome since your election as
Major Archbishop of the beloved Catholic Syro-Malankara Church. | am most grateful
to Your Beatitude for your affectionate and respectful greetings, and | thank you
sincerely for your eager wish to “see Peter” (cf. Gal 1:18). Together let us give
thanks to God for this providential opportunity to confirm that bond of communion
with the See of Rome of which your community is justly proud.

My thoughts turn to the distinguished pastors that the Holy Spirit has called
forth to lead your people to rediscover unity with Peters Successor. | think especially
of Mar lvanios, who in 1930 solemnly professed the Catholic faith, and set out
generously upon an ecclesial path rich in blessings. This made it possible for my
predecessor, the Servant of God John Paul 11, to raise the Syro-Malankara Church to
the level of a Major Archbishoprio in February 2005. The Venerable Cyril Mar
Baselios, Metropolitan Sui juris of Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankara, thus became
your first Major Archbishop. In this capacity, he traveled to Rome to represent the
Malankara community, as the Church and the world took leave of that beloved Pontiff,
who had since been called to the Father’s House. Soon afterward, Mar Baselios
himself was to follow him. Today we sense the closeness of these unforgettable
Pastors, as the Syro-Malankara Church continues her generous mission, filled with
confidence in God’s grace.

The precious heritage of your ecclesial tradition was placed in the hands of Your
Beatitude through the act of canonical election conducted by the Fathers of the
Syro-Malankara Synod. May the Lord grant you an abundance of spiritual gifts so
that this heritage may continue to bear much fruit, according to the Lord’s will.

As Peter’s Successor, | happily confirmed the Synod’s decision. Now the
Universal Church, together with all those who belong to your ecclesial tradition, is
counting upon Your Beatitude to ensure that the Malankara community can proceed
along a twofold path. On the one hand, through faithfulness to the Apostolic See you
will always participate fully in the universal breath of the one Church of Christ; on
the other hand your fidelity to the specifically Eastern features of your tradition will
enable the whole Church to benefit from what in his manifold wisdom “the Spirit is
saying to the Churches” (cf. Rev 2:7 et passim).

In your capacity as Head and Shepherd of the Syro-Malankara Church, Your
Beatitude has been entrusted with the mission of leading and sustaining the Christian
witness and ecclesial life of the faithful of that noble Church throughout the vast
Indian Sub-Continent and the other regions where Syro-Malankara Catholics are
found. At the same time you are seeking to address the major challenges that present

76



Documentation 111

themselves at the start of this Third Christian Millennium. Now is a time of new
evangelization, a time of constantly renewed and convinced dialogue with all our
brothers encounter between religions and cultures for the good of all. And especially
the poorest of the poor. Our commitment to evangelization needs to be constantly
renewed, as we strive to build peace, in justice and solidarity, for the whole human
family. May you always draw strength from the Lord and from the collegial support
of your Brother Bishops- the members of the Synod. Please assure them of my prayers
and convey my special greetings to them on the happy occasion of the 75" anniversary
of the establishment of the Syro-Malankara hierarchy.

We are still breathing the atmosphere of Pentecost and we wish to linger with
the Holy Mother of God and the Apostles in the Upper Room of Jerusalem, docile to
the action of the Spirit. To the Holy Virgin | entrust my prayers for Your Beatitude
and for the whole Syro-Malankara Church, asking that the gift of the Spirit may
continue to nourish and strengthen you as you bear witness to the Gospel of Christ.
With these sentiments | gladly impart my Apostolic Blessing to you, my Venerable
Brother, and to all the sons and daughters of the Syro-Malankara Chruch.

- Pope Benedict XVI

7



Documentation |11

DLIBZHO HCOMILINBNIMNEW)NS cand aydafimilatqafload qvmdwm

GAISVIG3 al. all®0l HMINWIHS aI®IMI0INME DIBa|Ia[0WIHS AVEMBYDO

@MIWMIMOV ailmocal,

(afl@ea]s 2e1B:0 MICIVOMT HEOMILIBHITVEBV)OS caRA @RYABafjenilata 0w
HOOHEVMS) IO SEIM)EUaH0 COIANG (A ILOA TVABBUMO MSTMYAN @REEBHW TVIONDO
©21Q)I0M af)Mles @P@IWIVW TVEAMOHUMENE. MVEMa0MIGROAN0 @RYEROANC WIN6IT
@REBWYS @RYUOOTVHUBHN)0, “CdHajod® &HIEMAIM” (Veld 1:18) @PES3 (aldSlajlay
@RYBooBU MIOEHD @YY a0 OMIM)o WMIMOW G@REBEWIS MO oFQal)o
B MM HWISBQUMOET). @REBWVINS TVMaNo MIOWAIW)o G@REIRIMOOB:IBIIM,
a1l MU10add VM AR A WIBS )50V AVOS HeM1 20 afleo) M @1mo ],
OOBEAI2WOT BO}HHOQ]S DD TMVMBAGROMIN, M2HH 3002 HOBAUGDIM) MAElaloWo.

ale(@oM1OM alMNIAWDOWIBB Oaf)dhio AIleNB)o B66NEEM) AN 1M
DeEBg)Ps RO@O® MW1E9)AU0M  aIG100)ELICRIANIMIGE Allgleeeaqls AlleO®OOW
@RRaIDLIGOICRISE o)) alaMHW @1ClW)AM). 1930@ HIc®oells ailwioavo
MLOGALIDAHO (alfl}0nlMoealD @, GRMY(NaOTMAOW B0) VEIAIOMWILNHS Madd
2MMBH®EWINS MSMIMIEBEIY 2103 HDAMIGVITSIOMEN)G12J06N (AIG®YB5la] 6O
2080 ©). OM?)Elo af)d§ B)BUNOZ] HHBAUBIIVM GRIMVEAIIUE CENBIAM, DLIB:O
TV)0lOM] AVEOW, 2005 HaNEN)AIGIVIGE c2RAE EBYALEag)alNVEHHIQ|GE TVE ag)aD
alzailolcelss AU MVOWla)). 2218 MVICIIM] MRWIHS ®IV)AUMADAl)00
@ROIBBINVMOBING HA(@ICPLNTMWOVIOYIN BINIVBOEMIBOMOW M@ 2@
enIcaLelcIaS @REBOM MIEBBIOS (N cORA @BAafenilatajoVlomIdaM). 0o
al130l1@3, 22180 VROV A0OO® (al®IMIWIE: 018901008, MIMOS «BQaljo
(o le:eMI® 20@aldalo, all®oailead caimomlealss) allgleneq]seaIgwlos, @Rega0o
c0odloaIoDl. &@05)aillamoeel, MO@ MIGIVAINEOTV)o BRGEAOHMED BRMINAICHEEIWI0)
amy. M 9OBAUBYIVIG3 HOWOLaCIMWOV], 2eIE0 MCIVIM] MVE BRAIS)HS DBO
0ROW BV o MSO}EMUIUE, @RAIMIREMIVWEIW D @RRAILIGOIOS MVOdlalio Mo
@PM)EAIlee)aM).

22180 T)CIIMT AV)MANERIMY allmIeamId MIBQYadla] &HOEMIMe: @0
960 S)aflenOHSWIEM TVEIAIDOMIOOMING MV G@RRLIY OPal®ido WDMIW
@REBW)OS HOHHSI8 BOCOEIN B |SO). HAOMIANOM aSlMAM)IVGla] 0D OO B0
®)SBMMYo aNLINMIW)QIMIBS TVAYELAIY GRERIWYW AIEBIMEEBU3 HOBAIC @OGEBBHE
(aIB0Mo §21Q6S!

ale(@omM19d afldwodll agam mleldes aMane30Milead @1o)@dmMo emod
MLIVEIIato MAIO1HGla)). BDEa0Ud GREBWINS TVEIAIDOMIOIOMILNSH of)Lld
QIGOIS)ODIajo, WMIMOIW @1 ALIHOTVEO® &0) BlladM al®VeNOS ?)EMINS)
MOE9)0 af)M MVOBY@]E: MVE (1D 1HENaMN). BO) AUWVE, lGlud)ERL MloaddaVLM
cOI5)88 AlKIMO®VIENSS (HITVGAIO aBHTVEW)HS @RENIS 2101V TVODIGS
@613 af)2I0WEa[09)0 BINERIGHIMI0 af)MM (aI®]Hd; B0JAINOC, “@ROWIAT TVEH:
680S @O)S1OYMD®IER” (gl 2:7) ERSERIVISI8E LEMOIMOMITI af)MNEalIOL,

78



Catholicos Visits the Pope

MAflEUaH aIDOTVMY I00MIOYEEREBIS)88 @REBV)OS AlUDITLOM, @RYEGAIM TVLBEN)0
(aIGQORMAIBI0 )M (al®1EH.

2180 VY01V &EOMILNEHITVBWINS MEIAIM)o DSWM)o af)MM al3ailwila?,
ailoeIn0® MABIM Dalg)eleMA@mIe)e BLIE:O MICIWIM] &eamoLilend allvolomy
U8 @PWIAIMSlEe)aN M1 (a16B0eEB8lensMIso, D aquedileel alluldmile:8)0s
(BHINOT® MoSH EmIM)o MEIRIAUNOOMIM)o ENMI®Io AUadled)M@IMo Mlel
MBOMM@IMABS BO®EBBUB WMIMOW @R6EEIGE Mt Ima0WB1e9)aM). @RE®
LaWo, M @AM (SO (m«;m(rooaﬁemoﬂmg (1000ROMIG3 HOYOBIWAMN
2013000 o) alSlHe8 @PE1N)O11H:C1e9)AI0M8 @RESE TVBLERMOBG)HWIEM. MA
) 0fEUAUAU@HN M OEHNOMW MAWAEMI®. (SINV@I® AllIdIVo  alE) AT H)aN
TVEa00B0TIVE0BEMI0)20W] MAIlG:A1EOea]S, GeNIOELOMEIWIFHCIMRAIW TVoAI3
OOIMSB8 TVAWo. TVGHLIN}OSVW)o MMEN0 CHUAOMIMoCAUNE], alleuoatla], B3CE1(3
003 BANBEIVAINYHS DMNAMOMIMYEAUMNE] AMEEBB)o MVOMVENOVERB}0 G @RYBO
al)dQjal)o anLIIBANMOIWY CMABBNIPaIBHUBEMB8 MVMAREOMIB. AOMAIE) SO
21008 MIolvleno ag)diBoduiEmleno TVAIWOMo TV At S1E9}0M Moo
VOME)EMIOUE MVIANGUAHAUDIEHOMOB]ENBS MIMOS (AIGINIRLD® BRMIAVLI®O
DI BlE96 0 |ESMB@YME. HACMOANG3MIIM)o ML}MMAOEBIM GROWEEBBIW TVEAOIBO
OA(MOMON)OS &G0V allam)emAI@MMIMIo @RS WMIVWIARE]LHOS! DRI 0
MGl HEOMIRINEHITIEWNS a0WOIGHE] NN Nl®AIVGIOM 75-00 QIDGHlB0
@RELI06H]H6)IM D TVLEINIHU TVBAROWIG GRAIGOIS Af)HNF (A IGD B> @RUVOTVHS)0
(10BONMBB)o BROIWVIBE)HWI0 6).21Q)bs.

Ol )MV @IWOS BRANOTSUCMILIEM Mo MEa|09}o VITUlEe)MN©).
al@l0)EL HHBAMOMOAIIM)o @RATVEGILIMIAEN)0 Baljo ROYATVEEINIOEI “0)B-S1LIOOD
2011@” al@luo)ELICWIlead Wla(meMaEBUWHP) AW OIW]BlEH}A10M8 MeRUd
@R (Waolee)}aM). (Sl @)oo avyal 6w s EIM) AVIGHU] & S0 &M@ 1M,
al@lu0)eLOEMONNOR BoMo ME@BOE @)SAMM)o alGlGaldaHla |EOeg afI WMIMOW
@EEEBHN)0, @RYHAOM DLIB:OTVRENNBS af)dM (AIOGGNM alGlU0)EL &M §EGHACIROBINT
oM MVAGa{len)am). D AGMIAIG:I0EBESBINS, o)A TVoal)BY TVEAOIBOMIW
@REEBHN)0, DLIHB:O MVOIWOMT MRWIHLI 0f)ald al)(@Ta)(@@IGHN)}0 TVAVEINOaHo
af)OM @R |MSemoerild: @RYUTl3AIGo ENOM MT@d)a)!

- MIOWIHS aI®IMI020ad @33a]2a]0

79



Documentation 11

Reply to the welcome extended
to His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
on the occasion of his visit to the Roman Pontiff

Most Holy Father,

Allow me to express my humble words of gratitude, praise and appreciation
with those of the Psalmist, rushing forth from the depth of my heart; “This is the day
the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” (Ps.118:24)

I consider this to be a historic moment for the ancient Apostolic Malankara
Church in its 2000 years of history as a Church. For the Malankara Catholic Church,
it is a day specially prepared by the Almighty Lord manifesting His wonderful
providence. It is the time that the Pater et Caput of the Malankara Catholic Major
Archiepiscopal Church visits the successor of St. Peter, the Chief of the Apostles
and the Head of the Apostolic College. It was exactly 75 years back, on 26th April,
1932, in this Apostolic Palace that Pope Pius XI of Venerable Memory, graciously
welcomed my illustrious predecessor, the founder of the Reunion Movement in India,
the Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar lvanios of Happy Memory with the extremely
profound words of welcome, “My son, you are my good son: Welcome, a big
welcome”.

During these 75 years, the Malankara Catholic Church has been experiencing in
a very profound way the gracious patronage and care of the Holy See in its ecclesial
life as a whole and in many a significant ecclesial development in particular. Among
these particular ecclesial developments, the most significant one has been definitely
the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church on 10th February, 2005 from the
status of a Metropolitan Church to that of a Major Archiepiscopal Sui juris Church.
It is in this joyful context that the Pater et Caput of the Malankara Catholic Major
Archiepiscopal Church along with our reverend Fathers, Sisters and lay
representatives in Rome, visit Your Holiness. At this juncture, may | express our
deep-felt indebtedness to Pope John Paul Il of Happy Memory, whose illustrious
legacy Your Holiness graciously share. We are also aware of the vision and
determination expressed by His Beatitude Cyril Baselios of Happy Memory in
realizing this all time-dream of the Malankara Church.

I am really glad to inform Your Holiness that we are deeply committed to the
realization of the fundamental mission entrusted to us as a Church by the Lord,
namely the promotion of ecclesial communion and the evangelization of the people.
In this respect we are constantly encouraged and supported by the vision and
commitment of the great Fathers who went before us, namely the Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar lvanios, Benedict Mar Gregorios and Cyril Mar Baselios of Happy
Memory. Inspired by the words of Pope John Paul 11, we resolve to commit ourselves
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with a renewed sense of fraternal solidarity and openness to our Sister Churches and
to the brothers and sisters of other religious faiths to the further realization of our
God-given mission: “We feel the need to go beyond the degree of communion we
have reached” (Pope John Paul 1, Orientale Lumen, 17, 1997). May | humbly inform
Your Holiness that as a practical prelude to this, before taking charge of my new
mission as the Pater et Caput of the Malankara Catholic Church, | personally visited
all the Heads of our Sister Churches of St. Thomas Christians. May we assure Your
Holiness that as a Church we shall try to do all that is possible to us to promote full
communion of the Churches and dialogue with other faiths.

Most Holy Father, | take this opportunity to thank Your Holiness most sincerely
for your personal blessings, support, and encouragements that Your Holiness is
extending to the Malankara Catholic Church. As a remote reference to the personal
relation of Your Holiness to the Malankara Catholic Church, Your Holiness my recall
that one of our revered prelates, namely Zacharias Mar Athanasios of Happy Memory,
the then Bishop of Tiruvalla had the rare privilege of being personally present at the
auspicious occasion of the Episcopal Ordination of Your Holiness. | would like to
place on record the great support extended to us from the Holy See especially through
the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, particularly under its present Prefect,
His Beatitude Ignace Cardinal Moussa Daoud and the Secretary, His Grace Antonio
Maria Veglio. I also I raise my heart in gratitude to all the great supporters and well-
wishers of the Malankara Catholic Church among whom the invaluable support of
the Apostolic Nuncio in New Delhi, His Grace Pedro Lopez Quintana and of my
Brother Bishops of the Latin and Syro Malabar Hierarchies in India are to be specially
mentioned.

Most Holy Father, on behalf of my Brother Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla,
my Brother Bishops of Bathery, Marthandom, Muvattupuzha and Mavelikara, the
two Apostolic Visitators in New Delhi and New York, the Reverend diocesan and
religious Clergy and Sisters, our Seminarians, the candidates to religious life and all
our Lay Faithful, 1 express wholeheartedly our profound love, final devotion and
unconditional support to Your Holiness in your Petrine Ministry, which unites and
‘strengthens’ everyone (LK. 22:32). We humbly assure Your Holiness our continuous
prayers for this great Apostolic Ministry.

+ Baselios Cleemis

Major Archbishop,

Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Church
28 May 2007

81



Documentation 111

G0oMI MIBa2a]In® AVMBAUla cAI8BWIGI

®MIB9 MBS VIO
al. MICIVEINCWINTY 1Al @IC®LlenImIaN®as n0jals]

aBQ0No al@lu)ELMIW allmocal,

0)O@ a0yBRONOM @RYEBSIGMIM WIBPRSHN}AN &G L6E O W)ESW)o
(al00oMVBB)ES W0 AT {lEB@DOW 2SIV QBN MUY TVH IO BTG EOeHDI@S (ald>
Slaflendad ag)oan @em)aIGlajoeno: “@E0moal B0)esl® Alalruadslay. ean TVEINO
aHlafjeiadlende” (aues1 118:24)

(10211M @Rq|Ie®oeils: DRIBOMRTSS), 630) MVRHWN M1eIVld3 2000 AIdako
al9BO)B8 GO 2ICI@OWI@B, DO B0} 2IC1(@B}a0)BOMAEN  af)aT) EHOD
SHOY®YAM). DEIZHO HEOMILNSHOTVRWSEE, TVBQYUIEMMIWV HEOBA @O allmawoal
a0MOW alFLMIHB)OS @RYAIlaHEHI0ABIMOWV (aIEDY&Ho TLERNISHIW B0) FlAITVA06T)
EDAM. DRIH:O HEOMILNH60 CARA BRABElag)a lNVEHHIQ|G3 TVEW)HS “@®RIaIM)o all®o
ane” (Racay el MDE), Wlno@OIGIGE (aIMAIM)o @R |TIEMIRINEMATING eIl
MOV alE(@OM1OG all@wIdlo® MVBAUBH}IMG DO @RYBIBOWIETD. “af)O ABHOM
M1 af)®0F TV@a(@MIEM; TVVN@o QIR TVINDo!”- Bi®Yo 75 AUBHEEBUBLE)D)
MI0W10)aM), BRIV, 1932 aB(all@d 26-00 @IV G, DD @R |MIcmoeils: @POAM WG
Moa )R §AVAOEMIGaOMIW al@IOMIMI0 @)y 20Baldafo, af)ead allald®MOW
2MWIIW)o BOOD al)MOHODJ(AITLOIMEHIHAG LNV IBHMAOW RINITVAOEMIBAO
M@ ORI 208 MDVANMICVITT GO)CATIOW a0§BIBOV] TVIN®O B 2IT®
Gajo9oem) @I1eiem@doailwo a0iBRAVAIBUBIMOW D AIEN)EUE AIOGIDO.

D 75 AUGUSHILIWSBANGE, DRIGHO HEOMILINHHITVE GROMIOM TVED
RNalloom]en®:a0malo, B365600 MIGMIVWH TVEIaNCOINDIBHEIGE (ale®mydsla))o,
al@l0)aL MSloaddTVMOIHNE DBOODIW AHHUIHEMIODIONC HO}MENe BRNIWAIW]
@RMYEAIEO)HWIWV0)IM). D (AIED Y& MVEINBOINDIHSITI a3Qalo WIBENIVHH20W
BaMNofl)aM) 2005 Han(EN)AIG] 10-00 @IV O], BRI HEOMILINBHITVEHW HD(®IG|O
ellommd que o) aldalIG3mIan, TLIoREEMIAGIUMBS (HDUD aUDYUDS) B0)
coRaE eRYABPlag)alNIEH6a]G3 TVE af)IM aldallvicelss QWACIHIVWD). 0D B0) TVEINI
oHEAUSV]LIEM 2LIH:O HCOMOENB9) ¢oRA @RYALEaf)aflNTEE00|G8 TVERWV)OS
@eiiM)o all®oane (R2eay LIG ME)DE), NIa0)RIMea]s MIMES HOAURIH:E, TVMYD
WWle03, cooalenss @RE3NIV (aAGIMIWIHUW ag)aBlaIndajo alG@lK0)EL allmocal,
@REBHWY TVMBAUWIIBN)MD. D MaO)BODOWIG3, @63 @OM)(Na0GHORIW] BRHOIOS
200M1Y allB®)SB2] @R 2{lGlen)MEAI0 @R BONIMIAEMIBOMIV GERIMIGAIOUD
Q6MBOAM 0B 100 j0GWIS)BS FNEBBINS BRMINIWAIW BSaloS (aldSlalenes. MLl

82



Catholicos Visits the Pope

MVRWV)OS af)BHOLIGOM®)o MDD MVlaiMo TVIMHI B B9 BlHH)ANMIG3 IV IR
eMIBaOMO® @RElAIBY aUIGIGE IcaLellcoad all®oal (aldSlajla) DUBHHIP2ICVV)0
MU BIBUIY CTNWY0d)Glajjo ONEBBUBSE BRAIGENIOWM)ENE.

SBOMOQ], B80) TVRWIV] MEBROH8 ROGALIANa{ldlen)M @RSITLOIMAlERAIW
BOMY0, TVRIGHSOVAW)o VM@ HSBIOS VI GUDaH QUGB @6MAIo  al®]@aldaHl
aflee)a1om, 6mEEBU3 BUIROW (aITIIZEIMOENIRLOEM ) alGlUd)EL Al®ICAL, GREBHW
@ROIV1E6)QUOM ag)M1He) @O@IWOW TVEAMIAHUA)NE. EDBHOOLENIT, BOWTVROEMIBaO
00© 01PN 208 MDVAMIEWIAT, MINWIES 208 (UFlewoclewod, ailclad @03
eniceleom a1 allmoeemo0)0s 9U3ENITaIW)o (AIGIMIRL®W)o IEBBUBHE
MOMMOROV Galo@VIA0MAN0 afllam}eM®)o M@BHIMMNE. “Moo0 @RYBEEE] 2f)B>$l6Im
9ag)d OO DEIBBUHH)0 BRAOCONEN) GaldCHMBDIN @RIV HG MR)HE GRM)
BAOIS)IM)” (Bo0l@aMocel LROAE 17, 1995) af)D GEROEMGAIIU3 ENBOAM 20Baldqfo
WOS QAUIHN)HBIM (alG2IBEIMOIW], MVEAOIBO MVBHEBIS)0 MO AMAilUIOTSlHE,
80® aVEA00BOT-AVEANIBO MO GBOISIMBS MAINIW AVIBANIBOY Oaf)d}
303U MO0 ®0alW)ESWlo AM:NOIMICVWINS, HOHBABOMAIW BOMY o
TMUOBHUOCIBHBIBHN)AUOM ENEIBUS EMEBBHSTINHAN TVAGBAlEO}AUOMD (A IGRED 621Q)aN).
OO (a10CWIWIH MOM] o) Qilwo, 2LIHBHO HEOMILININITVEVIOS ®EIQIM)o
all®00)eHBIN )M NGV BV o aBHQSIEN0B)MI BOBEOMIERD (HITV@JOMB®S)0S
VEa00307 MVERIGAIAIMINEOWEI0 HNIM AIYS®Ialo2dV] MVMBAUTla)) af)Im aldluo)EL
afll®mogal, GREBOHV 6mMOM malm®o @OlWYIENeS. B0) TVE af)aD MILIW &6
MUEHB)ROWBH TVMNAEN H)FOTOW)o, @O AflVITVEBSPOWBS  TVoAIBAN0
G 10ON2a0la {lEn)M@IM ADEBSOGE GFWIIMO®ELI00 H2IYNo af)dD, aldlu)e allmocal,
MBS GREEEBHN DOQGOYAD).

aBQao alGluo)eL all®ocal, DRIE:0 &EOMOLINBNITVRTEE @683 MMM
AUYE®1al020® @RYUBIAAIREBUS, allimMEM, GAIdBNOA0Mo a)MIAUT B @610
@RHYOROIBMN M BVWINS HI®2EM® @PAa[lo) U0 6mOM MM G@RAI VOO
allmleouilenan). MeEBS)HS MMWEALIELYSHHUMOICIGE B0080W10)MM, BIVIMAO
eMoBa0mMO® @101l enilatta] TLHHAIWOTT @03 GROMMOMVICWOMVIM), EREBW)HS
OA(@IEICUHODIOM 220NV CUSWVIGE AUYED 010200 a1E:S)HH)QIOM GRAITLOZ)ENZO
O 0@ 2LIBO SHECOMLNEHITVBEWIS alGluo)ab allmoailm)8s alye®lalonow
enIaTwo aV)aflaflee)an) af)m M @RM)MVBI2OGHIBBOS. alDOTV®Y TVEEUBHH)
CaIMNElM88 H$:00021001eNes, alludladd, GRGINM  MEa YOO (al1PaDHS, WMDY
Mo afl®oal &AB3IMoWd euNOM a0 BoALE, HAV(HSO] ERGINIEMIGVI ACIY GAl
ellewo af)amlalo)es 2@l lBE: 16103, aldluo)EL MSloaddaVMo GMEBBUIHE) MT@IHIAMN
2a0OMIV alla®)em MM CORINASIOMAUIM @RYNaCIER)IN). DLIH:O HEOMILIBHI
LRW)HS NAOBMIWV MVAOIWVIBEBW)o BREY)BWE:0d:HlBEBW)0, AlluBlat}0, MLAWE3as]
Wloel @Ra|rSemorils; MLMEaUL0 HalEB0 GRID TV &IIMIMW)ESW)o, MADYVIeNSS

83



Documentation 111

e, M1e00-0216n108 0WOIBEHIBHEINL! af)D MVER0IB0HA(MIMRIO}HSWV)o GRR)
e1300® aflameMTEe)0 af)d0 a0iBWo MMlad)o AR DVWOEIBSICRISEH QWA

aBQo aldluD)aL all®ocal, ®IE)AILPWIOL! 0g)d0F TVEA0IB0 HA(DIC[oLlamd
@RAdajynilada], nIcO® O], BOBOMOIEM Wo, MAIDQ)al}®, 2GRNSO afan]
R(BOMVMEEBSINL!I MVEANIBEND@OMOB, MLWB3a0], MLEeWIBHS agyimlailseasgloct
@Rqajave®oells; allavlegeQPay, BBOTMVMEBSIPRIW)o TVMOIVI(VVABBSHLIW)o
003133, MVMMS®A, HAVEIMOBIBHIAB, MVMIOMVOBMNNBU3, ER@IN0W AflvoIdMVE:u3
af)IVIUO)HSOHVEI0 GalGlT3, @REBEWIS)BS @M §NOWAVEMa00, o (@MIAANEUDHROW
BA®OBOAN DU, M0JaldUIBHROW aflamem o)A, aBAICOW)0 Haf)dh:Pa|S)Om)HW)0
NVEDNO SO B0 HalQaN @REBWIOS “alCG@ITVIHM” U0)(Ud)aUBE HMONS @ROIWI
0993! (ENBHD 22:32). 0D DaOOMOIW OOWaSlH: U0}(UD}UTVEE HNEBBIOS @SB WOV
(al0B@@OM AlNWal}@ @0 6MEBBU @REEBHS AIOUIBOMo alYIAM).

+ enicavellcaay glalay
coRAd @rydajenilaval,
2EIB0 HCOMOLNHnd CaRA BRABHaf)a{lTVEHa|T3 Ve,

28 OO 2007

84



DOCUMENTATION IV

Cause of Canonisation
of Archbishop Mar lvanios

Archbishop Mar Ivanios
is Declared Servant of God
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Documentation IV

Letter of Acceptance of the Canonical Petition
to inititate the Cause of Canonisation of Archbishop Mar Ivanios

Dated 25.06.2007
To
Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Postulator
Cause of Canonisation of Mar Ivanios

Dear and Reverend Father,

The written petition (supplex libellus) presented by you as the legitimately
constituted Postulator of the Cause of Canonisation of Mar Ivanios, as per the Norms
to be Observed in Inquiries Made by Bishops in the Causes of Saints (number 10)
published by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints on 7 February 1983, to His
Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, my illustrious predecessor, on 15 July 2005, to initiate
the proceedings of the Cause of Canonisation of Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the Prophet
of the Ecclesial Communion Movement in the Malankara Church, the First
Metropolitan-Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the First
Archbishop of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum, the Founder of the Order of the
Imitation of Christ (Bethany Ashram), the Founder of the Congregation of the Sisters
of the Imitation of Christ (Bethany Convent) and the Promoter of the Congregation
of the Daughters of Mary, was under study and scrutiny by experts.

Having considered the canonical requirements and in deference to the
decision of the Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church convoked on 10 March 2007,
as per number 11 (a) of the aforesaid Norms, | am pleased to accept the Written
Petition submitted by you on 15 July 2005. The declaration of the same will be
made during the solemn Holy Qurbono on 14 July 2007, the concluding day of the
Ormaperunal of Archbishop Mar lvanios this year. With the acceptance of the
Petition, Archbishop Mar Ivanios is known by the title “Servant of God”.

As you know, this Cause is ecclesiastically and pastorally very important
for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in particular and the Universal Church in
general. Hence I urge you to expedite the work of the cause.

Invoking God’s blessing on your work,

Yours lovingly in Our Lord,
sd/-

®Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
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Cause of Canonisation of Mar Ivanios

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

ARCHBISHOP MAR IVANIOS
IS SERVANT OF GOD

DECLARATION

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the Perpetual Good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantiall

JIn deference to the decision of the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on 10
March 2007 and having considered the canonical requirements as per the Norms to
be Observed in Inquiries Made by Bishops in the Causes of Saints published by the
Congregation in Rome for the Causes of Saints on 7 February 1983, I, Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, am pleased to accept the Written Petition submitted on 15 July 2005 by the
legitimately appointed Postulator, to initiate the Cause of Canonisation of Archbishop
Geevarghese Mar lvanios, the Prophet of the Ecclesial Communion Movement in
the Malankara Church, the First Metropolitan-Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, the First Archbishop of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum, the
Founder of the Order of the Imitation of Christ (Bethany Ashram) and the
Congregation of the Sisters of the Imitation of Christ (Bethany Convent) and the
Promoter of the Congregation of the Daughters of Mary. Herewith, | declare that,
Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios is “Servant of God”. Henceforth, He will be
known in the Holy Church as Serfant of God Archhishop Mar Jsanios.

@iven from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom,
Trivandrum on the fourteenth day of the month of July in the year two thousand and
seven of Our Lord.

sd/- sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Press Release

Proclamation of
Mar lIvanios as 'Servant of God" on 14 July 2007

Archbishop Mar lvanios, the Prophet of the Church Unity, the Founder of
the Malankara Reunion Movement and the First Metropolitan Archbishop of
the Malankara Catholic Church will be proclaimed 'Servant of God' on 14
July. This year marks also the 125" year of the birth of Mar Ivanios. It is Major
Archbishop Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the Head of the Church,
who will proclaim Mar lvanios of happy memory as 'Servant of God, in the
presence of all the Metropolitans, Priests, Religious and thousands of the faithful
of the Church, at St. Mary's Cathedral, where the mortal remains of the Prelate
are entombed.

The 54" Commemoration feast of Metropolitan Mar lvanios and the service
relating to the same will be held from June 30 to July 14 at St. Mary's Cathedral,
where his tomb remains. There will be Evening prayer at 5.30 p.m. every day,
followed by the celebration of Holy Qurbono, Prayer of incesing at the tomb
and talks on the visions of His Grace Archbishop Mar Ivanios. Archbishop
Thomas Mar Koorilos, Bishops Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Joshua Mar
Ignathios, Very Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kallunkal OIC, the Superior General
of the Order of the Imitation of Christ and other priests will lead the service
during those days. Since July 15, the Feast of the Commemoration of Mar
Ivanios, falls this year on a Sunday, the chief celebrations will be held on 14"
instant. On that day at 8 a.m. the pilgrims from Ranni-Perunad and
Kanyakumari will arrive at the Cathedral. Soon afterwards the services begin
with His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis Catholicos as the chief celebrant. All the
Bishops of the Malankara Catholic Church - Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos,
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas,
Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas -Very Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rembans, Vicar
Generals and other priests will be the concelebrants. After that, there will be
the Commemorative meeting and the Incensing Service at the tomb.

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings to all Metropolitans, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious
and the Faithful

Prot.No.CPL 3/2007 &L‘i?’*é@', §}.
Ad

=
Praise be to the Holy Triune God
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Bishops, Rev. Priests, Deacons, dear Religious and
beloved Faithful in Christ!

I inform you happily and officially about my visit as Father and Head of the
Church to His Holiness Pope Benedict XV1, the supreme pastor of the Universal
Church, the successor Peter, the Chief of Apostles, in his apostolic palace in
Vatican on 28 May 2007. This, my first visit to the Roman Pontiff after the
confirmation of my election as the “Father and Head” of our Church, is canonical
and rich in ecclesial symbolism. This visitation was an experience of a meaningful
celebration of ecclesial communion. The Holy Father, as the Head of the Universal
Church, received me very lovingly expressing his paternal love and solicitude
towards the Malankara Church. | see this as a great honour to the Malankara
Catholic Church and especially to the Churches of Malankara. Most reverend
bishops, reverend priests and religious and beloved sons and daughters, | happily
convey to you the personal love and blessings, which the Holy Father entrusted
me to be imparted to you. Beloved! | celebrated for you the Holy Qurbono in the
Baslica of St. Peter and specially prayed for you.

This historic moment in the life of our Church took place in the liturgical
season of Pentecost when the Church is renewed and strengthened by the Holy
Spirit. In this season we particularly commemorate the Apostles, and their status
and role in the Church. The Sleeha Nombu, which is meant for the veneration of
the Apostles, ends with the feast of the Apostles, Peter and Paul. St. Peter is the
head of the college of Apostles. St. Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles (Gal 3:8-9) is
a symbol of the catholicity and missionary vitality of the Church. Thereafter, on
3 July we commemorate St. Thomas, the Apostle from whom our beloved fore-
fathers received the Gospel of Christ. It is in this season again, that we
commemorate the two beloved Prelates of our Church — Mar Theophilos and
Mar lvanios, the founding Fathers of the Reunion Movement. All these add
meaning and relevance our ecclesial life.
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Jesus Christ chose the twelve Apostles to be with him, to be his witnesses
and to be sent out to preach the kingdom of God (Mk 3:13-19). This mission of
the Apostles is destined to continue until the end of the world (Mt 28:20). It is
upon the Apostolic teaching that the Church began to thrive. Apostle Peter was
the rock upon which Jesus built his Church, and against which the gates of Hades
will not prevail. He is given the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Mt 16:18). The
power which Jesus entrusted to the Apostles in General and to Peter as chief of
the Apostles. It is passed down to their successors, so that they continuously
build up the Church. “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the corner
stone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple
of the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place
for God” (Eph 2:19-22).

The Second Vatican Council teaches: “Just as, in accordance with the Lord’s
decree, St. Peter and the rest of the apostles constitute a unique apostolic college,
so in like fashion the Roman Pontiff, Peter’s successor, and the bishops, the
successors of the apostles, are related with and united to one another. Indeed, the
very ancient discipline whereby the bishops installed throughout the whole world
live in communion with one another and with the Roman Pontiff in a bond of
unity, charity and peace; ... bears this out unmistakably. One is constituted a
member of the Episcopal body in virtue of the sacramental consecration and by
the hierarchical communion with the head and members of the college” (LG 22).

In the divine providence, the Church set up in India, founded by St. Thomas
the Apostle, and his successors, while safeguarding the unity of faith and the
unique divine structure of the Universal Church, enjoyed her own liturgical life,
and inherited her own disciplinary, spiritual and theological patrimony (Ref. LG
23). When in the course of history, she lost hierarchical and ecclesiastical
communion with the Universal Church, attempts were made to regain it. It was
after two and half centuries, a section of the St. Thomas Christians who lost the
communion could regain it. The prophetic call of Mar Ivanios and his companions
in 1930, was to lead the Malankara Church into its Apostolic tradition holding a
rightful place in the communion of the Universal Church. As a pledge and
guarantee of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic tradition and communion of our
Church, Pope Pius X1 reconstituted the hierarchy of our Church on 11 June 1932.
It is now exactly 75 years since the event took place.

It was at this historical background of the platinum jubilee of the reinstallation
of the Hierarchy of our Church in the universal communion of Churches, | went
in pilgrimage to Rome to venerate the tombs of the blessed Apostles Peter and
Paul and to visit the Roman Pontiff, the successor of Peter, the chief of the Apostles.
On 29 May 2007 His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI received me personally and
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then with a group of about seventy Priests, Religious and Laity of our Church
residing in Rome, uttering the words: “I am pleased to welcome you on your first
visit to Rome since your election as Major Archbishop of the beloved Syro-
Malankara Church. | am most grateful to Your Beatitude for your affectionate
and respectful greetings, and | thank you sincerely for your eager wish to “see
Peter” (cf. Gal 1:18). Together, let us give thanks to God for this providential
opportunity to confirm that bond of communion with the See of Rome, of which
your community is justly proud”. It was at the same historic venue that 75 years
ago, Pope Pius XI of venerable memory received our most beloved and venerable
Archbishop Mar Ivanios with the words of welcome, “My son, you are my good
son: Welcome, a big welcome”.

Today, as we celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of the reconstitution of the
Hierarchy of our Church, I recall to mind my response to the welcome of His
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI: “the Malankara Catholic Church has been
experiencing in a very profound way the gracious patronage and care of the Holy
See in its ecclesial life as a whole and in many significant ecclesial developments
in particular. Among these particular developments, the most significant one has
been definitely the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church on 10 February
2005 from the status of a Metropolitan Church to that of a Major Archiepiscopal
Sui Juris Church”.

Beloved Faithful in Our Lord!

While thanking the Lord for the abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, we also commemorate the 125" year of the
birth of Mar lvanios and the 54" year of his demise. The life and legacy Mar
Ivanios bequeathed to the Malankara Church is that of communion and love. The
great event of communion of the Malankara Church with the Universal Church is
the fruit of his deep ascetic life, constant dialogue with the Lord and openness to
the Spirit of God (Pope John Paul Il on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the
Reunion Movement). In this Platinum Jubilee Year of the reinstallation of the
Hierarchy of our Church, let us resolve to walk in his foot steps and rededicate
ourselves to the cause of the unity of the Churches of the St. Thomas tradition.

It gives me great satisfaction to see that the Cause of Canonisation of Mar
Ivanios is progressing. The canonical process of the Cause was initiated in the
year 1998 by the Petitioners, the three Religious Congregations of the Order of
the Imitation of Christ, the Sisters of the Imitation of Christ and the Daughters of
Mary. Ateam under the leadership of the Postulator is working for the Cause. In
this context, | would like to state the fact that the Cause of Canonisation is promoted
by the Church. It is on behalf of the Church, as per canonical requirements, that
the Petitioners have taken up the cause. In a recent meeting of the Petitioners,
presided over by me they requested the participation of the entire Church in this
regard, by way of prayerful support and supply of personnel needed to work in
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the various commissions. Along with the Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church,
| urge all our Faithful to render their help to expedite the Cause of Canonisation
of Archbishop Mar lvanios.

The Canonical Petition submitted by the Postulator on 15 July 2005 was
studied by expert Theologians. The matter was also placed before the Holy
Episcopal Synod and the Synod has given its approval. Having considered all the
canonical requirements, | would like to inform you that the Canonical Petition
will be accepted and the official announcement of the same will be made on the
final day of the celebration of the commemoration of Archbishop Mar Ivanios,
this year.

In deference to the decision of the Holy Episcopal Synod, the celebrations of
the solemn commemoration of Mar lvanios will conclude on 14 instead of 15
July this year as 15" is a Sunday. The fifteen-day preparation for the same will
begin on 30 June 2007. The Padayatra to the tomb of Mar Ivanios led by the
Malankara Catholic Youth Movement will commence on 9 July from Ranni-
Perunadu. | exhort all the Faithful of our Church to celebrate the commemoration
of the Servant God, Mar lvanios with profound devotion and ardent prayer.

The power of intercession of the Servant of God, Mar Ivanios has become a
matter of continuous experience of the People of God of the Malankara Catholic
Church. Together with St. Paul, Mar Ivanios tells us today: “For though you
might have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers. Indeed
in Christ Jesus | became your father through the gospel” (1 Cor 4:15).

Beloved Brethren in Christ,

Our forefathers longed to see an autonomous St. Thomas Christian Church
in communion with Universal Church. My visit to Rome and to the Roman Pontiff,
the successor of Peter, was a joyous occasion through which we witnessed to the
entire world the autonomy of our Church in the communion of the Holy Catholic
Church. The sanctity and greatness of Mar Ivanios was instrumental in opening
this road to communion, which we walk today. As we celebrate the 125" year of
his birth and 54™ year of his death, let us resolve to carry the torch of communion
and love to our separated brethren.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle St. Thomas
and the College of Apostles. Amen

Your humble servant in Christ

= 4 Rae b (‘_,ijmg‘

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

26.6.2007
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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Circulars
SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Baselios Cleemis Catholicate Centre

Major Archbishop Catholicos Pattom,
Thiruvananthapuram-04
Circular No. TVLA 1/2007 08-03-2007

The appointment of the Administrator for the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla

Reverend Priests, Religious, dear Faithful in the Lord of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla,

While | was serving as Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla, | was elected by
the Holy Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church to be the Head and Father and
Major Archbishop Catholicos of the Malanakra Catholic Church. 1, a humble servant
of God, undertook the divine obligation on 5 March 2007. | express my gratitude to
all those who were with me during these occasions with ardent love and fervent
prayer.

As | was enthroned Major Archbishop Catholicos of the Malankara Catholic
Church, the Archiepiscopal See of Tiruvalla became vacant. According to ¢.220 of
the CCEO the governance of the Archieparchy was incumbent upon us. You are
hereby informed that having consulted with the permenant Synod, we appointed Rt.
Rev. Cherian Ramanalil as Administrator of the Archieparchy. On the same day itself,
he made before us and in the presence of the members of hte Archieparchial Council
his Profession of Faith, the Swaring Ceremony and undertook the Obligation at the
Archieparchial Curia. Until the appointment and the enthronement of a Metropolitan
Archbishop, the Administrator will continue the governance of the ordinary, day to
day affairs of the Archieparchy, as per holy canons of the Church.

The simple life-style of Rt. Rev. Cherian Ramanalil Corepiscopo, his prayerful
life, earnestness in the service of priesthood and his efficiency of governance as
Proto-Syncellus of the Archieparchy, will stand in good stead in the execution of his
new obligation. All of you should pray for him so that he may fulfill this service for
the greater glory of God and for the prosperity of the Archieparchy. Besides, you
should work in cooperation with him and in submission to him. I wish Monsignor
greeting and Divine blessings.

Let us pray that God may provide a worthy Pastor to the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
at the earliest. May God bless you all during this Season when you prepare yourselves

to observe the Paschal Mystery of our Lord.
R A{anedids loorit

+ Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major-Archbishop of Malankara Catholic Church

104




Appointment of the Administrator of Muvattupuzha

SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Catholicate Centre
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03-05-2007

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop Catholicos

Circular No. 2/2007
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SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram-04
03-05-2007

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop Catholicos

Circular No. 2/2007

Reverend Priests, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord of the Eparchy of
Muvattupuzha

While His Excellency Thomas Mar Koorilos was serving as the Bishop of the
Eparchy of Muvattupuzha of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, as per
decision of the Holy Synod of our Church, I transferred him from Muvattupuzha
and appointed him Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla. The Malankara
Catholic Church and particularly the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha are extremely
grateful to His great enthusiasm and apostolic zeal. Once again the Church
expresses her love and gratitude to His Excellency, who has shown special
concern in leading the people of God with congenial simplicity and fraternal
equanimity and in the growth of the Eparchy in her infancy and nourished the
same with maternal tenderness.

As Thomas Mar Koorilos was enthroned Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla,
the governance of the Eparchy was incumbent upon me. You are hereby
informed that having consulted with the Permanent Synod of our Church, |
appointed Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Varghese Easwarankudiyil on 2 Mach 2007 as
the Eparchial Administraor, who till then was serving as Proto-Syncellus of
the Eparrchy. On the same day at 2.30 p.m. he made before me, in the presence
of the members of the Eparchial Council, his Profession of Faith, the Swearing
Ceremony and undertook the new obligation at Marygiri Archbishop's House,
Tiruvalla. Until the appointment and enthronement of a Metropolitan, the
Administrator will continue the governance of the ordinary, day to day affairs
of the Eparchy, as per holy canons of the Church.

The leadership quality of Msgr. John Varghese Easwarankudiyil, his vigor in
Apostolic service and his experience in governance as Proto-Syncellus of the
Eparchy, will be helpful in the conduct of his new assignment. All of you
should pray for him that he may fulfill this service for the greater glory of God
and for the prosperity of the Eparchy. You should work in cooperation with
him and in submission to him. I wish Monsignor Greetings and Divine
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Blessings. Let us pray that God may give a worthy Pastor to the Eparchy of
Muvattupuzha. During this season, we observe the commemoration of the
glorious Resurrection of Jesus Christ, which is the crown of the Paschal Mystery,
which the eternal Father begins, his beloved Son performs and the Holy Spirit
fulfills. We are a Church-community that grows in the risen Jesus. As we
enter into the vigil of Pentecost, let us pray for the gifts of the Holy Spirit for
us, for our homes, community, Church and for the whole world.

May God bless you all abundantly. .
A{anedids loomit

®Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop of Malankaa Catholic Church
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On Laity Day

Pastoral Letter
of Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
Chairman of the Commission for the Laity,
in connection with the Laity Day, 2007.

Dear ones in the Lord,

Peace of the Risen Lord to all of you. In the providence of God, the
Malankara Catholic Church is ascending the steps of its progress one by one.
Itis gratifying to us that the body of the Church is assuming loftiness under the
leadership of His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis-Catholicos and in
the spiritual communion of its Holy Synod. Let us take legitimate pride that
the Malankara Catholic Association, which we established with the intention
of the multi-faceted progress of the Association of the Laity, the chief centre of
attention of the Church, through its unique apostolate for the past ten years is
leading the Church towards greater prosperity. The basis of the activities of
the M.C.A is the very mission of the Church. I invite all our faithful to actively
participate in the activities of the M.C.A.

The services, which our laity renders in the spiritual, cultural and social
realms, are unique. Among those circles, one field that demands immediate
attention is the overall progress of our brethren, who suffer every kind of
infirmity. It is most gratifying that there are very many good souls among us,
who are ready to help these needy ones. Under these circumstances, it is very
pleasing and hopeful to know that certain projects are initiated by the M.C.A
for the betterment of these suffering brethren.

The first Sunday of the month of May is observed as the Laity Day, every
year in the Malankara Catholic Church. This celebration is held in connection
with the feast of St. Joseph, the worker, who is the heavenly patron of the
M.C.A. This year, the Laity Day is observed in our Church on 6 May. Let this
celebration be an occasion for deliberation about the asssociation of the laity
and about the fulfilment of its mission in the community and Church.
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Let us also recall to mind the Fathers of our Church and the lay leaders,
who have given brilliant leadership, sacrificing themselves, for the building
up of the Malankara Catholic Church. Let us take a pledge that we will march
forward through the paths that they have shown to us. I avail this opportunity
to sincerely congratulate all the children of the Church, who lead the M. C. A.
Greetings of the Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church to all our lay faithful.
Along with that, I shall invite all to be more enthusiastic in future in the service
of the Church.

Besides, | earnestly advise you to celebrate the Laity Day in a most befitting
manner in all the parishes of our Church and to send the collection of the day
to the officials of the M.C.A. for its activities. On this occasion, may | remind
all the Rev. Priests, Religious and the People of God to send their valuable
suggestions for the growth of the association and thus to help it. Let us entreat
the intercession of St. Joseph, the exmeplar and pillar of the Christian family.
May God bless you abundantly. And that through the prayers of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, St. Thomas, the Apostle of India and that of all the Saints. Amen.

(Sd/-)
®Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Chairman of Malankara Episcopal
Synodal Commission for Laity
Dharmapeedom, Bathery
12-4-2007
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