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Editorial

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
ATTAINS JUDICIAL AUTONOMY

The Church, in general, fulfills the mission in the world that has been entrusted
to her by God. She participates in and continues eternally the priestly, prophetic and
royal functions in the threefold ministry of Christ of sanctifying, teaching and
governing the People of God. The Second Vatican Council says, “In that way, then,
with priests and deacons as helpers, the bishops received the charge of the community,
presiding in God’s stead over the flock of which they are the shepherds in that they
are teachers of doctrine, ministers of sacred worship and holders of offices in
government” (LG 20). They, “who have been constituted in a sacred order are
qualified, in accord with the norm of law, for the power of governance, which exists
in the Church by divine institution” (c 979 § 1). The power of governance is
distinguished as legislative, executive and judicial (c 985 81). A Church which
realizes these functions in the community of the Faithful can be said to be legally
autonomous in its life.

One of the salient contributions of the Second Vatican Council has been the
assertion of the rights and duties of the individual Churches to govern themselves in
the Communion of the Catholic Churches. While codifying the Code of Canons of
the Oriental Churches (Codex Canonum Ecclesiarum Orientalium = CCEO), the
common law for all the Oriental Churches, this teaching is incorporated into the
Canon Law.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church having been raised to the status of a Major
Archiepiscopal sui iuris Church on 10 February 2005 by His Holiness Pope John
Paul Il of revered memory, “with all rights and obligations prescribed in the Code of
Canons of the Oriental Churches” through the Apostolic Bull Ab ipso sancto Thoma,
has been solicitous about the needs of this Church to foster intense divine life and
service through the power of governance vested in it. What remained to be completed
was the organisation of the judicial ministry of the Church with. The constitution of
the Synodal Tribunal and the Ordinary Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church complete the organisation of the canonical structures to ensure the smooth
flow of divine life into the Church in accordance with its canonical status.

Judicial power is that power of governance possessed by judges or judicial
colleges, and exercised in the manner prescribed by law (c 985 §3). It is the power to
interpret law and apply them to those circumstances in which the Christian Faithful
have to vindicate their rights or are to be obliged to dispense justice. For this, the
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Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches had envisaged that “every Oriental Church
should be empowered to organize its own tribunals so that it will be in a position to
deal with cases (not reserved to the Holy See) in all three instances up to the final,
without prejudice to the right of “provocatio ad Sedem Apostolicam” and that the
Patriarchal Synod should again become a tribunal for major criminal actions without
prejudice to the right of the Holy See and the Roman Pontiff” [Nuntia 3 (1976) 23].
The aim of this guideline was to give a disciplinary and judicial autonomy for all the
Oriental Churches within the communion of the Catholic Churches.

The tribunal of the first instance is constituted as the Eparchial Tribunal for
individual Eparchies or as a common tribunal for a group of Eparchies (cc 1066 and
1067). The Metropolitan tribunal erected as per the norms of ¢ 1064 is the tribunal
of the second instance or appellate tribunal for the Eparchial tribunals. The Patriarchal
and Major Archiepiscopal Churches are empowered to establish two distinct tribunals
also at the level of the third instance. The Synod of Bishops of a sui iuris Church,
with due regard for the competence of the Apostolic See, constitutes the highest
tribunal within the territorial boundaries of the Church (c 110 §2, 1062 §1.) In addition
to this, the hierarchical head of this Church is to establish an ordinary tribunal for
the Church, distinct from the tribunal of the Patriarchal or Major Archiepiscopal
Eparchy (1063 8§1).

The CCEO stipulates the manner of the constitution of Synodal Tribunal: “The
synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church shall elect by secret ballot for a five-year
term, and from among its members, a general moderator for the administration of
justice, as well as two bishops who, with him shall constitute a tribunal; if, however,
one of the three bishops is party in the case, or is unable to be present, the patriarch
with the consent of the permanent synod is to substitute another bishop; likewise, in
the case where an objection has been raised, the patriarch is to act in like manner
with the consent of permanent synod” (1062 §2). This tribunal is to judge the
contentious cases either of eparchies or of bishop’s, even titular bishops (1062 §3).
Appeal in these cases is to be made to the Synod of Bishops of the Patriarchal
Church without any further appeal, with due regard for can.1059 (1062 §4). The
Major Archiepiscopal Churches are also empowered to constitute the same tribunals
at the level of the third instance (see ¢ 152).

The Ordinary Tribunal “is to have its own president, judges, promoter of justice,
defenders of the bond as well as other necessary officials, appointed by the patriarch
with the consent of the permanent synod; the president, judges, promoter of justice,
and the defenders of the bond cannot be removed from office except by the synod of
bishops of the patriarchal Church; however, the patriarch alone may accept a
resignation from office” (c 1063 §2). This tribunal is the appellate tribunal in second
and further instances with the assistance of judges who serve in rotation, for cases
already judged in lower tribunals; this tribunal has also the rights of a metropolitan
tribunal in those parts of the patriarchal Church where provinces have not been
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established (c 1063 83). It is competent to judge in first and in succeeding instances,
by judges who serve in rotation, the cases of:

1° exarchs and delegates of the patriarch who are not bishops;

2° physical or juridic persons immediately subject to the patriarch;

3° institutes of consecrated life of pontifical right;

4° superiors of institutes of consecrated life of pontifical right, who do not
have a superior within the same institute who possesses judicial power;

5° those other cases reserved to this tribunal by a prescription of particular
law (c 1063-84).

What is the function of tribunals in the Church? The object of trial is to prosecute
or to vindicate the rights of physical or juridic persons or to declare juridic facts or
to impose the penalty for offences (c 1055 81). It concerns the administration of
justice.

It can be said that, Jesus himself developed a certain system to correct the
offenders in the community of the believers: “If another member of the church sins
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member
listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church;
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Mt
18:15-18). Again, St. Paul the Apostle gives clear instructions how the Christian
Faithful should handle disputes among them: “When any of you has a grievance
against another, do you dare to take it to court before the unrighteous, instead of
taking it before the saints? Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?
And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? Do
you not know that we are to judge angels —to say nothing of ordinary matters, if you
have ordinary cases, then, do you appoint as judges those who have no standing in
the church? | say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise
enough to decide between one believer and another, but a believer goes to court
against a believer — and before unbelievers at that?”’(1cor 6:1-6).

Although the power of governance is entrusted to bishops or to the hierarchical
head of a Church, a power to serve each and every Faithful, it is human limitation
that one cannot reach out to each one in every case. Hence the co-operation of other
Christian faithful is solicited to take care of things, for the convenience of the Church,
which otherwise would have been taken care of personally by the hierarchical head
(Pastor Bonus 3). They co-operate with the hierarchy of the Church in the
exercise of the power of governance bestowed on them in accord with the norm of
law (c979)
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It is primarily the bishops, by divine law judges in their own
communities, who must be responsible for this. It is on their behalf
that the tribunals administer justice. Bishops are therefore called to
be personally involved in ensuring the suitability of the members of
the tribunals, diocesan or interdiocesan, of which they are the
Moderators, and in verifying that the sentences passed conform to
right doctrine. Sacred Pastors cannot presume that the activity of
their tribunals is merely a “technical” matter from which they can
remain detached, entrusting it entirely to their judicial vicars (cf.
CIC, cann. 391, 1419, 1423 1) {Address of Pope John Paul Il to the
Members of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota, Saturday, 29 January
2005}.

The three pillars of canonical proceedings are truth, justice and charity. Its
object is to discover truth. Christ himself is the truth. He sets human beings free
from all sorts of falsehood and compromises against truth (cf. in Jn 8: 32, 36). Pope
John Paul 11 says: “The criterion that inspires the deontology of the judge is his love
for the truth. First and foremost, therefore, he must be convinced that the truth
exists. The truth must therefore be sought with a genuine desire to know it, despite
all the inconveniences that may derive from such knowledge. It is necessary to resist
the fear of the truth that can, at times, stem from the dread of annoying people”
(Address of Pope John Paul 11 to the Members of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota,
Saturday, 29 January 2005.

Canonical proceedings administer justice in the light of the truth discovered.
Justice is to acknowledge and give to each one according to his or her due. “The
judge, who truly acts as a judge, in other words, with justice, neither lets himself be
conditioned by feelings of false compassion for people, nor by false models of thought,
however widespread these may be in his milieu. He knows that unjust sentences are
never a true pastoral solution and that God’s judgment of his own actions is what
counts for eternity” (Address of Pope John Paul Il to the Members of the Tribunal of
the Roman Rota, Saturday, 29 January 2005).

Canonical proceedings take place in an ambience of charity or love. In fact, the
soul of the canonical proceedings is love. Jesus summarizes law and prophets into
the commandment of love — love for God, love for the other and love towards oneself
(Mark 12:33). Jesus’ ultimate commandment is love: “I give you a new commandment,
love one another” (John 13:34). Jesus teaches the Pharisees how to interpret law
and apply it as an instrument of love and liberation when he says, “The Sabbath was
made for humankind, and not humankind for the Sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord
even of the Sabbath” (Mk 2:27-28).

In an allocution to the Roman Rota in 1978 Pope Paul VI [Pope Paul VI,
Allocution to the Roman Rota 1978, AAS 70 (1978) 181-186] exhorts the judges
that their duty is to be carried out in diligence, expeditiousness and fidelity to the
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magisterium of the Church. Diligence is the accuracy in ascertaining truth and
applying it to the given case. “In the name of what they claim to be pastoral
requirements, some voices have been raised proposing to declare marriages that
have totally failed null and void. These persons propose that in order to obtain this
result, recourse should be made to the expedient of retaining the substantial features
of the proceedings, simulating the existence of an authentic judicial verdict. Such
persons have been tempted to provide reasons for nullity and to prove them in
comparison with the most elementary principles of the body of norms and of the
Church’s Magisterium” (Address of Pope John Paul I to the Members of the Tribunal
of the Roman Rota, Saturday, 29 January 2005).

Expeditiousness is a further act of diligence which avoids undue haste and undue
delay in the administration of justice. The stage of preliminary investigation of the
case is an important stage in the search for the truth. While the completion of this
investigation should be expedited to redress grievances and to establish justice to
the aggrieved party, it should not end up in mere formalism and the outcome should
not be taken for granted. Justice delayed is justice denied. However, judges should
not be over speedy. “Itis true that the entitlement to timely justice is also part of the
concrete service to the truth and constitutes a personal right. Yet false speed to the
detriment of the truth is even more seriously unjust” (Address of Pope John Paul Il
to the Members of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota, Saturday, 29 January 2005).

There is an intrinsic relation between the judicial activity and the teaching of
the Church. It is the duty of the judge to interpret canonical laws based on authentic
magisterial teaching. There is a tendency to separate Church laws from magisterial
teaching. “Such an approach basically reveals a positivist mindset which is in
contradiction with the best of the classical and Christian juridical tradition concerning
the law. In fact, the authentic interpretation of God’s Word, exercised by the
Magisterium of the Church (cf. Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on
Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, n. 10 2), has juridical value to the extent that it
concerns the context of law, without requiring any further formal procedure in order
to become juridically and morally binding. For a healthy juridical interpretation, it
is indispensable to understand the whole body of the Church’s teachings, and to
place every affirmation systematically in the flow of tradition. It will thus be possible
to avoid selective and distorted interpretations and useless criticisms at every step”
(Address of Pope John Paul 11 to the Members of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota,
Saturday, 29 January 2005).

The service of ecclesiastical tribunals is destined to be at the service of the
pastoral ministry of the Church. The purpose of the pastoral ministry is to make
available in the community the sources of divine life and the Christian Faithful are
thereby able to participate in this divine life. In fact, the law of the Church is aimed
at the pastoral efficacy of applying divine law in the realm of the day to day life of
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the Christian Faithful. It is emphasized that the supreme law is the salvation of
souls. The tribunals function to apply law to enable the salvation of souls.

Under the present circumstances of the Church, the ecclesiastical tribunal
proceedings are mostly concerned with declaring the validity or invalidity of the
sacrament of marriage. His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI exhorts the Faithful to
avail the services of the ecclesiastical tribunals in the pastoral care of the divorced,
especially in the realm of the reception of the Eucharist:

When legitimate doubts exist about the validity of the prior
sacramental marriage, the necessary investigation must be carried
out to establish if these are well-founded. Consequently there is a
need to ensure, in full respect for canon law, the presence of local
ecclesiastical tribunals, their pastoral character, and their correct
and prompt functioning. Each Diocese should have a sufficient
number of persons with the necessary preparation, so that the
ecclesiastical tribunals can operate in an expeditious manner. | repeat
that “it is a grave obligation to bring the Church’s institutional activity
in her tribunals ever closer to the faithful”. At the same time, pastoral
care must not be understood as if it were somehow in conflict with
the law. Rather, one should begin by assuming that the fundamental
point of encounter between the law and pastoral care is love for the
truth: truth is never something purely abstract, but “a real part of
the human and Christian journey of every member of the faithful”
(Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis 29)

In accordance with the provisions of the CCEO, the Fourth Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod held from 31 October to 3 November 2006 deliberated on organizing
the tribunals of this Church to ensure efficient administration of justice. The Holy
Synod elected Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos as the Moderator of the Synodal
Tribunal and Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios and Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom Judges. Thus the Synodal Tribunal was constituted.

On the constitution of the Ordinary Major Archiepiscopal Tribunal of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos says, “The Fourth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod held from 31 October to 3 November 2006
deliberated on organising the tribunals of this Church to ensure efficient
administration of justice. The unexpected demise of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios, the First Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, delayed the erection of the Tribunals. The Fifth Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod of our Church held from 9 to 12 October 2007 reconfirmed the endorsements
of the Fourth Ordinary Synod. Hence, We, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, as per canon 1063
81 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, hereby, are pleased, to decree the
erection of the Ordinary Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. This
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tribunal will function according to the norms of Canon 1063 §82-3, the other relevant
Canons of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the Particular Laws and
legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church”. His Beatitude hopes
that “the Ordinary Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church erected through
this decree would render effective apostolic work and produce abundant fruits for
the Christian Faithful of the Church in the administration of justice” (See the decree
in this issue of MALANKARA).

It is for the first time, in the history of the Malankara Church, that judicial
autonomy has been actualized. While the Orthodox Churches adhere to a strict
disciplinary life, they seldom have a system of organized tribunals for the
administration of justice. With the constitution of the Synodal Tribunal and the
Ordinary Tribunal, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has exercised and actualized
the fullness of judicial autonomy vested in it. The Bishops, by divine law, are judges
of the respective communities over which they exercise episcopal ministry. It is on
their behalf that the tribunals administer justice. Therefore, it is their duty, as we
have seen above in the words of Pope John Paul I, to see to it that, this ministry is
efficiently and conscientiously carried out in his Eparchy. In the ecclesial level, to
ensure efficient and systematic developments in the judicial activity of the Church,
the law itself foresees a general moderator of justice, who has the right of vigilance
over all tribunals within the territorial boundaries of the particular Church, as well
as the right of deciding when objections are raised against a judge of an ordinary
tribunal of the patriarchal Church (1063 85). This General Moderator of Justice is
the President of the Synodal Tribunal. It is hoped that the tribunals now established
in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church will function as a vehicle of truth, justice
and love.

This issue of MALANKARA publishes the report of the constitution of the
Ordinary Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the decree of its
constitution. It also gives us the report and decisions of the Fifth Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod held from 9 to 12 October 2007. This issue also includes the
pastoral letters of the current period.

We, the Editors, convey, on behalf of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, our
best wishes to the President, the Judges and other personnel of the Synodal and
Ordinary Tribunals. Let us together work earnestly to see that we have an efficient
system of administration of justice with pastoral effectiveness.

We present to you this issue, Number two of Volume three, of MALANKARA.

- Editors
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Opening Message

THE OPENING MESSAGE
OF HIS BEATITUDE THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE FIFTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 9 TO 12 OCTOBER 2007

Dear Synod Fathers,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Holy Episcopal Synod,
the fifth Ordinary Synod of our Church. We are once again brought together
by the Spirit of the Lord, like "the Aposles and the elders met together to
consider this matter" (Acts 15:6) that pertain to the life of our Church.

Let me at the very outset, convey the greetings and Apostolic Blessings of
the Most Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, the Roman Pontiff. | visited the
Pope on 28 May 2007 I will share with you, in detail, the other pertinent aspects
of the visit during the course of this Holy Synod.

I praise and thank the Lord Almighty for the wonderful ways through which
He guides the Malankara Catholic Church. He led the Church through the
Fathers of venerable memory on the path of progress and growth. Tomorrow,
we celebrate the 13" Feast of Commemoration of His Grace Archbishop Mar
Gregorios, the second illustrious Metropolitan-Archbishop of our Church. He
was a man of vision. His leadership was instrumental in the consolidation of
the Malankara Reunion Movement and the growth and expansion of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. | pay my humble homage before his venerable
memory.

We are celebrating the 125" year of the birth of the Servant of God,
Archbishop Mar Ivanios. It is an occasion to emulate this noble soul, re-
dedicating ourselves in our ecclesial life. The treasure of faith and its legacy
that he has bequeathed to the Malankara Church is a guiding light in the life of
our Apostolic Church. The celebration of the 125" anniversary of the birth of
the Servant of God, held at Mavelikara, his birth place, awakened his message
and vision in the minds of the people.

The celebration of the 125" year of the birth of the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the Seventy-seventh Reunion Day Celebrations, the
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Platinum Jubilee of the Reconstitution of the Hierarchy of the Malankara Church
in Catholic Communion and the Golden Jubilee of the Emigration of the
Malankarites to Malabar celebrated at Kodenchery in the Eparchy of Bathery
were all occasions that bore witness to the deep ecclesial consciousness of the
Faithful of our Church. The priests, religious and the laity expressed their
great interest in the events of their Church.

Venerable Fathers!

I have a few other thoughts to share with you. In the context of our ecclesial
life, much attention has now to be focused on the Seminary and priestly
formation. The strength of a Church is in its clergy, the ministers of the Word
of God and the sacraments.

The pastoral ministry in our Church should now concentrate on the personal
care to be paid to our Catholic families in the wake of the infiltration of the
Pentecostals in their midst. The Syro-Malankara traditional prayer life is based
on reading the Word of God in our homes during the family prayers and in
liturgical celebrations. In this Year of the Word of God, our Faithful should
make a rereading of the Word of God and learn to reinterpret it in their life
situations. Both the personal and ecclesial dimensions of the Word of God
should be stressed.

In the same way, in our pastoral care, stress is to be given to the formation
and education of our youth. The Malankara Catholic Youth Movement is to be
strengthened in every way. Its effective pastoral care, the strengthening of its
leadership and the support to be given to the Eparchial Directors of the
Movement are some of the practical ways to achieve our goal.

This Holy Episcopal Synod was solicitous in constituting the canonical
structures and offices of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in accordance
with its canonical status. Through them, the Church is actualizing and living
the authority inherent in her autonomous existence. The fourth Holy Episcopal
Synod had already deliberated on the constitution of the apex courts of the
Church. It constituted the Synodal Tribunal of our Church and approved the
list of the personnel of the Ordinary Tribunal. The Ordinary Tribunal shall be
constituted soon. It would mark the beginning of the exercise of the judicial
autonomy of our Church. The administration of justice is, no doubt, an
important part of the Episcopal ministry.

May I also, bring to your kind attention that prior to the Malankara Catholic
Assembly, which we plan to convoke, Eparchial Assemblies should be
convoked. Itwill enhance the participation of the Laity in the life of the Church,
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especially in the wake of the Platinum Jubilee of the Archieparchies of
Trivandrum and Tiruvalla, which is an occasion to renew our ecclesial life.

The Codification of the Particular Law is the most important legislative
activity of our Church. Due importance is given to the matter. | hope that the
work of codification of the Particular Laws will be completed at the earliest.
The construction of the Catholicate centre is another work that is pending. |
assure you, that the construction shall begin immediately on getting the
necessary municipal sanctions.

Dear Brothers in the Episcopate,

You have taken much pain to be present in this Holy Episcopal Synod. 1
appreciate it very much. In a special way | convey my appreciation to Most
Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, the Apostolic Visitator to America and Europe, for
travelling all the way from America to attend the Synod. With a sense of
solidarity and gratitude to all of you, | welcome you once again to this Fifth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. "And suddenly from heaven there came a
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting” (Acts 2:2). May these days that we spent together in this place be
guided by the Holy Spirit. May the holy name of the Trinity be praised for
ever!

I declare this Holy Episcopal Synod open.

- Moran Mor Beselios Cleemis Catholicos
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Fifth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(9 — 12 October 2007)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked the Fifth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at the
Synod Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre, Pattom,
Trivandrum from 9 to 12 October 2007. At 3 p.m., all the Synod Fathers - His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod),
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Most Rev.
Joseph Mar Thomas and Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas — assembled at the
Catholicate Centre. After refreshments, at 3.30 p.m., all the members went
into the Synod Hall.

His Beatitude, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis welcomed all the
Metropolitans for the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. His Beatitude thanked the Lord Almighty for the wonderful ways
through which He guides the Malankara Catholic Church. In the past the
Fathers of venerable memory led the Church through the path of progress and
growth. His Beatitude paid homage to His Grace Archbishop Mar Gregorios,
whose 13" feast of Commemoration, the Church celebrated on 10 October
2007. The 125" Birth anniversary of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios, the 77" Reunion Day Celebrations, the Platinum Jubilee of the
Reconstitution of the Hierarchy of the Malankara Church in Catholic
Communion, the Golden Jubilee of the Emigration of the Malankarites to
Malabar, together were celebrated at Kodenchery in the Eparchy of Bathery.
This bore witness to the deep ecclesial consciousness of the faithful of our
Church. The vehement enthusiasm of the priests, religious and the laity evinced
in these celebrations, is also a sign of their great concern in the events of their
Church. Similarly, the celebration of the 125" anniversary of the Servant of
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God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, held at Mavelikara, his birth place, awakened
his message and vision in the minds of the people. Certain important thoughts
that His Beatitude shared with the Synod Fathers were about the Seminary, the
effective attention to be paid to the priestly formation, the youth movement of
our Church, its effective pastoral care, the strengthening of its leadership and
the support to be given to the Eparchial Directors of the Movement. He also
dealt with the need to strengthen the personal care to be paid to our Catholic
families in the wake of the infiltration of the Pentecostals in their midst. He
also reminded the Synod Fathers of the decision to hold the Malankara Catholic
Assembly, which, in fact, is to be preceded by the Eparchial Assemblies. It
will enhance the participation of the Laity in the life of the Church, especially
in the wake of the Platinum Jubilee of the Archieparchies of Trivandrum and
Tiruvalla, which is an occasion to revive the ecclesial life. He also emphasized
the need to complete the codification of the Particular Laws of the Church.
Regarding the construction of the Catholicate Centre, he assured the members
of the Synod of its speedy execution. With these words, he welcomed the
Synod Fathers once again conveying his appreciation in particular to Most
Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, the Apostolic Visitator to America and Europe, who
travelled all the way from America to attend the Synod.

His Beatitude, the Catholicos declared the Synod open.

The Presentation of the Agenda
His Beatitude presented the agenda of the Synod:
1.  Report, Decisions and Guidelines of the Extraordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod
The Catholicos’ Visit to the Holy Father
Matters subsecreto
Codification of the Particular Law of the SMCC
Discussion on the theme of the Roman Synod 2008 (“The Word of
God in the life of the Church — Lineamenta”)
The Synodal Commissions and their functions
Erection of the Tribunals of the SMCC
Evaluation of the functioning of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
e Permanent Synod
Chancery
Synodal Commissions
Tribunals
Finance Office
9.  Construction of the Catholicate Centre/ Reallotment of the existing
offices
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10. Pastoral care for the youth studying outside Kerala
11. Evaluation of the set up in the ETR
12. Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios
13. Conferring of Ecclesiastical titles upon the Laity
14.  Approval of Liturgical books
15.  Other relevant matters if any with the consent of the President
The agenda was approved with the addition of the following topics:
16. Evaluation of the pastoral activities outside India,
17.  Annulment of Marriage and
18. Pastoral Problems and Attendance at the Synod.
The Report, the Decisions and the Guidelines of the Extraordinary Synod
held on 10 March 2007

The Report, the Decisions and the Guidelines of the Extraordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod held on 10 March 2007 were read out by Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod. During the discussion and
clarifications on the matter presented, it was pointed out and decided upon
that Matters sub-secreto should be presented separately from the general report
and decisions as it would help to foster the confidentiality of the matter.

The Report, the Decisions and the Guidelines were proposed to be passed
by Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and seconded by Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios and were passed.

The Catholicos’ Visit to the Holy Father

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos reported to the
Synod that he visited His Holiness Pope Benedict XV1, the Roman Pontiff, as
per the requirement of CCEO c 92 83, that is, within a year of his election, he
should visit Rome to venerate the tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul and to
present himself to the Successor of Saint Peter in primacy over the entire
Church. His Beatitude conveyed to the Synod Fathers the cordial welcome he
received from the Holy Father and the appreciation, the Holy Father cherishes
on the life and mission of the Malankara Church. In his private audience with
the Holy Father, he had a face to face exchange of views with the Holy Father
on the day to day life of the Church. The Holy Father also graciously received
in an audience all the Priests, Religious and the Laity of the Malankara Catholic
Church residing in Rome together with the Catholicos. The Catholicos also
conveyed to the Synod Fathers the Holy Father’s personal greetings and
Apostolic blessings to them.
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Matters subsecreto

His Beatitude, the Catholicos introduced the matters subsecreto and it was
deliberated upon in the Holy Synod.

Codification of the Particular Law of the SMCC

The Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, Rev. Fr. Antony
Valiyavilayil OIC, on being asked to present to the Synod the status of the
codification of the Particular Law informed the Synod that the work is
progressing under the leadership of Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil, the convener
of the drafting committee and the team of experts. The Synod Fathers asked
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod and an expert in
Canon Law, to support the team of experts to complete the work.

Discussion on the theme of the Roman Synod 2008 (“The Word of God
in the life of the Church - Lineamenta”)

The working draft prepared and submitted by the Synodal Commission
for Bible Apostolate to the Fifth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church as response to the Lineamenta on “The Word of
God in the Life and Mission of the Church”, the subject of the Roman Synod
2008, was taken up for study. The theme was subdivided and the following
Synod Fathers exposed them.

Introduction — Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios
Chapter 1 —  Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas
Chapter 2—  Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas
Chapter 3—  Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

It was suggested that a team consisting of Rev. Fr. Placid Thompiladimuriyil
OIC, a specialist in Indology, Rev. Fr. Philip Chempakassery and Rev. Fr.
Abraham Kackanattu, specialists in Biblical Theology and Rev. Fr. Antony
Kakkanattu, expert in the field of Biblical Catechesis were to be convened by
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos and finalise the ‘Response’ before submitting
it to the Secretariat of the Roman Synod.

The Synodal Commissions and their functions

The next topic on the agenda was the evaluation of the functioning of the
Synodal Commissions. It was observed that the demise of His Beatitude Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios, the First Catholicos and the subsequent Synod of Election
and Enthronement of the new Major Archbishop-Catholicos had slowed down
the implementation of the Synodal decisions and the functioning of the Synodal
Commissions. The seminar that was planned could not be conducted. Taking
the present situation into consideration, it was decided that an assembly of all
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the members of the Synodal Commissions be convened a day before the opening
of the Sixth Ordinary Synod (6, 7 March 2008) to impart to the members an
orientation on the scope and activities of the Commissions and to strengthen
them.

Erection of the Ordinary Tribunal of the SMCC

The Fourth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of this Church held from 31
October to 3 November 2006 deliberated on the efficient organization of the
tribunals of the Church to ensure effective administration of justice in the
Church. The unexpected demise of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios,
the First Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
plunged the Church in grief and delayed the erection of the Tribunals. The
Synod-in-session reconfirmed the endorsements of the Fourth Ordinary Synod.
This tribunal functions according to the norms of Canon 1063 and other relevant
Holy Canons. The Synod requested the Catholicos to decree the erection of
the Ordinary Tribunal and appoint the proposed personnel of the Tribunal.

The Synod also evaluated the functioning of the Eparchial and Metropolitan
Tribunals and asked Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the President of the
Synodal Tribunal, to organise a training programme for the Tribunal Personnel
of the Church, so that through them, the Church can respond to the needs of
the Faithful quickly and adequately discharging the judicial responsibilities in
the administration of justice. Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil, the President of the
Ordinary Tribunal, could co-ordinate the course.

Evaluation of the functioning of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

The Synod Fathers expressed satisfaction at the overall functioning of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia at this initial stage of its functioning.

e Permanent Synod

At present the Permanent Synod is convoked when its consent is necessary
for the acts of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos. Since, many topics of common
interest are discussed in the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked twice a year,
there is no need of the frequent convocation of the Permanent Synod.

e Chancery

The Synod expressed its appreciation of the work of the Chancellor and
his colleagues in the chancery of the curia. It took special note of the regular
publication of MALANKARA. Ingeneral, it is appreciated all over the world.
The copy of a recent letter of appreciation sent by the Prefect and Secretary of
the Congregation for the Oriental Churches was circulated in the Synod for its
persual.
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e Tribunals

The Chancellor of the Curia was asked to give a brief account of the
arrangements for the functioning of the Ordinary Tribunal at the Curia. He
said that, the Tribunal Hall shall be set up in the first floor of the existing
building. Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil, the proposed President of the Tribunal,
could do what is necessary for the infrastructure of the Tribunal. He shall also
organise a simple function in which the decree of erection of the Ordinary
Tribunal could be given and the swearing-in-ceremony of the judges and other
personnel of the tribunal could be conducted. The proposed date is 15 November
2007.

e Finance Office

Very Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath, the Finance Officer of the Curia was
asked to present the accounts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. He presented
the entire accounts from 1 April 2005 to 30 September 2007. After sufficient
analysis, clarification and evaluation, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas proposed
that the accounts could be passed. Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios seconded
the proposal and with the acclamation of all, the accounts were passed.

Construction of the Catholicate Centre/ Reallotting the Present Offices

As St. Aloysius Seminary was finally transferred to the new building at
Bethany Hills, Nalanchira on 29 September 2007, the ownership of the buildings
of the Seminary was passed on to the Catholicate Centre and the way for the
construction of the Centre is now cleared. Rev. Fr. Jose and the Architect were
summoned to explain the proposed plan of the building. In the discussion that
followed, it was pointed out that we ought to stick on to the minimum
requirements at the minimum expense. A Chapel to accommodate a hundred
Faithful, a Synod Hall and fifteen living rooms and the main reception and
Guest rooms could be planned in the new building. It was decided that the
existing two blocks of buildings could be converted into curia offices such as
the Chancery, the Finance office, the Tribunal, the offices for the 18 Synodal
Commissions, the Archives, the library, the office of canonisation, etc. It was
decided that, the part of the old building, where Mar Ivanios lived, be conserved
and converted into a museum. The room adjacent to this shall be used as an
office of the Historical Desk, the subsection of the Synodal Commission for
Theology and Publications. The present Synod Hall shall be retained until the
completion of the proposed Synod Hall, while the present parlour shall be
converted into a temporary Chapel. It was also suggested that the Rev. Sisters
who serve in the curia shall have an enclosure for them to be used as a convent.
The Architect was asked to redefine the present plan according to the present

23



The Fifth Holy Episcopal Synod

suggestions. The Finance Officer was asked to see to it that the site was prepared
demolishing the existing structure through selling them off to the highest bidder
who would like to purchase old building materials.

Pastoral care for the youth studying outside Kerala

There are a large number of students belonging to our Church studying in
the metropolitan cities of India. They deserve special pastoral attention, so
that they remain in communion with the Church. Most Rev. Jacob Mar
Barnabas, the Apostolic Visitator to the Malankara Catholics in the
Extraterritorial Regions in India, is making certain arrangements for them.

Evaluation of the set up in the ETR

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Apostolic Visitator to the MCCETRI
briefed the Synod Fathers about his visits to the various Local Ordinaries and
the Malankara Catholic Personal Parishes and Communities in the MCCETRI.
He shared with the Synod that, by and large, he received a warm welcome
from the Latin Bishops. He also thanked the Catholicos and the Synod Fathers
for their solicitude and support.

In the discussion that followed, the Synod Fathers approved the draft of
the “Guidelines Given to the Order of the Imitation of Christ (Bethany Ashram)
on the Ownership and Use of Churches, Ashrams, Institutions and their Premises
in the Extra-Territorial Regions in India of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church” by Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, prepared jointly with the group of
Metropolitans deputed by the Synod and the Major Superiors.

It was decided that the ownership of the properties, institutions, Churches
owned by the Eparchies shall pass on to the MCCETRI and juridically
represented by the Apostolic Visitator from 15 October 2007.

The Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios

The Synod Fathers greeted with great enthusiasm the announcement of
His Beatitude the Catholicos that he intends to follow up the Cause of
Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios with the
appointment of Commissions to study the heroic virtues of the Servant of God
as early as possible.

Conferring of Ecclesiastical Titles upon the Laity

This topic on the agenda was seen as a long-felt need of the Church. The
Synod agreed in principle on the matter and wanted that criteria and guidelines
be evolved for the fixation of the titles and their conferring.

Approval of Liturgical books
First of all, the Chancellor who is also the publisher of the Malankara
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Catholic Publications from the Catholicate Centre presented the new revised
edition of the Order of the Holy Qurbono of the Syro-Malankara Church to
the Catholicos. His Beatitude introduced the new Taksa to the Synod Fathers
and appreciated the work done by the Synodal Commission for Liturgy and
the Publisher for their work. He released the new Taksa giving a copy of the
same to Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the former Chairman of the
Commission for Liturgy and the senior most Metropolitan of the SMCC.

The Synod Fathers also appreciated the publication of the Common Prayer
Book and the Qurbonakramam with the Prayers of Liturgical Seasons of
Qyomto (Resurrection) and Sleebo (Cross).

The revised drafts of the Kidasakramam (Order of the Sacraments),
Yaldaganangal (the Hymns of the Feast of Christmas), were examined by the
Synod and approved. The revision of these liturgical books did not entail
many corrections. Inthe order of the burial, instead of references to prayers in
the other parts of the book, the complete prayers are re-printed, so that the
book is made easy to the user. The Synod directed that while using the third
person in the Kidasakramam, respectful terms in Malayalam should be used.
For example, lvao, lvai, etc. shall be changed to T Dasan and T Dasi, etc.

The Synod directed that, just as the Yaldaganangal was published, the
Synodal Commission for Liturgy shall see to the publication of the
Hasaganangal (the Order of the Passion Week Service) and the Order of Prayers
of the Passion Week.

Divyanidhi — the book of prayers and blessings for various occasions—
which was revised with additions of prayers by Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
and Rev. Fr. Mathew Kalarikalayil was examined by the Synod. It was observed
that the prayers for other occasions of local religious importance could be
added. The Synod approved the text in principle. The Synod Fathers could
study the text and send their observations before 31 October 2007, so that the
text shall be finalized for printing.

The Chancellor reported to the Synod that the Synodal Commission for
Liturgy has prepared a draft of the Thikéasa — the Book of Rubrics — basing on
the existing one. The commission is studying the text for further improvements.
The same commission is also trying its best to improve and complete the book
of the canonical prayers of the Passion Week. It is expected that these two
books would be placed before the forthcoming Synod for its approval.

In this context, the Synod Fathers discussed the need to include the rubrics
of the Concelebration of the Holy Qurbono. Among other things, it was
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directed, that the prayers before the Institution Narrative shall be said loudly
by the Main Celebrant. The Institution Narrative shall be pronounced by the
Concelebrants in a low voice. Likewise, the prayers of the Epiklesis also are
chanted by them in a low voice. The Concelebrants shall keep standing during
the Intercessory Prayers (Thdbdgn).

The Synod Fathers also discussed the need of a Master of Ceremonies for
our common celebrations of the Liturgical Services, especially the Holy
Qurbono. It was decided that the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for
Liturgy shall entrust this to the Secretary of the Commission. If the Secretary
is absent at a common liturgical celebration, the Chairman shall depute another
one for the particular celebration.

The Holy Synod also evaluated the quality of the liturgical celebrations
and parish administration in our Church. It decided to offer a Pastoral
Orientation Course for all the Deacons of our Church, who are preparing
themselves for priestly ordination. The Synod Fathers felt it imperative to
include the Deacons or New Priests of Bethany Ashram also for this course.

The goal of the course is to initiate the Deacons, who will soon be appointed
in pastoral ministry of the Church as ordained ministers, into the pastoral context
and milieu of our Church. The course is to familiarize them with particular
laws, legitimate customs and pastoral exigencies of our Church, that they be
better equipped for the administration of parishes and to cope with the
challenges of the times.

The course shall be co-ordinated by the Chancellor of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia and held at the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary and
organised by the Dean of the Faculty of Theology from 2 to 17 January 2008.
It shall be a resident course supervised by the Rector of the seminary.

The certificate of completion of this course, conducted every year for all
the Deacons and New Priests of our Church, is a requisite for appointments as
parochial vicars and parish priests.

Evaluation of the Pastoral Activities outside India

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, the Apostolic Visitor submitted to the
Holy Episcopal Synod a short report of the ecclesial life of the Malankara
Catholics in North America and Europe. He highlighted the need of a
disciplined ecclesial life by all the Christian Faithful of the Church in this
region. Our communities in North America should get organized under
canonical structures. He also submitted a project proposal for two million US
Dollars for the development of the infrastructure of our Church in North
America. The HES positively endorsed the proposal and gave the following
guidelines to realize the project:
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a. The purchase of the adjacent home of the Mar Ivanios Centre New
York is in principle accepted. His Beatitude, the Catholicos can give a
letter of sanction for the same.

b. His Beatitude, the Catholicos will give a letter to the priests working in
America to support this programme. He will personally write to the
priests working in our missions to contribute the surplus money kept
in the parishes to this goal.

c. Each priest working in the missions is asked to give to the Apostolic
Visitor a sum of US Dollars 250/- every month from the money he
sends to his home Eparchy.

Annulment of Marriage and Pastoral Problems

One of the Synod Fathers brought up the subject of remarriages in his
Eparchy and the ways of tackling the issue. It was observed that effective and
efficient functioning of the ecclesiastical tribunals is the only means to help
the just and deserving cases. It was pointed out that the co-operation of the
available tribunal personnel is the means to overcome the shortages of those
competent in the field for the administration of justice.

Attendance at the Synod

At the first session of the Synod, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos,
Metropolitan Emeritus of Tiruvalla, enquired whether he could be exempted
from attending the Holy Synod due to his ill health. To this, it was pointed out
that, for the perfection of the Holy Synod, the participation of all the Bishops
of our Church is necessary. However, Most Rev. Mar Timotheos, on grounds
of his ill health, could employ the provision of canon 104 81, that is, “All
bishops legitimately convoked to the Synod of Bishops of the patriarchal Church
are bound by a serious obligation to attend it, except those who have legitimately
resigned from office”.

Conclusion

As discussed earlier, it was agreed upon that the next and the Sixth Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod, shall be convoked from 5 to 7 March 2008. The Fathers
of the Holy Synod, as Chairmen of Synodal Commissions shall participate in
the Assembly of the Synodal Commissions which will be held on 5 March
2008. After a short message, His Beatitude, the Catholicos thanked all the
Synod Fathers for their participation in the Synod and declared the Synod
closed. The Holy Synod ended with the prayers and the blessing of His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos.

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC % Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Chancellor Secretary
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695 004, KERALA, INDIA

Fifth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(9 — 12 October 2007)

DECISIONS

The Fifth Ordinary Holy Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
held from 9-12 October 2007 decided:

Matters subsecreto
1. that the Matters sub-secreto should be presented separately from the
general report and decisions as it would help to foster confidentiality
of the matter.

The Synodal Commissions and their functions
2. that an assembly of all the members of the Synodal Commissions be
convened a day before the opening of the Sixth Ordinary Synod (6, 7
March 2008) to impart to the members an orientation on the scope
and activities of the Commissions and to strengthen them.

Evaluation of the set up in the ETR
3. that the ownership of the properties, institutions, Churches owned by
the Eparchies shall pass on to the MCCETRI and juridically represented
by the Apostolic Visitator from 15 October 2007.

Approval of Liturgical books
4. that while using the third person in the Kidasakramam, respectful
terms in Malayalam should be used. For example, Ivao, lIvai, etc.
shall be changed to T Dasan and T Dasi, etc.
5. that during the Concelebration of the Holy Qurbono
I. the prayers before the Institution Narrative shall be said loudly by
the Main Celebrant.
ii. the Institution Narrative shall be pronounced by the Concelebrants
in a low voice. Likewise, the prayers of the Epiklesis also are
chanted by them in a low voice.

iii. the Concelebrants shall keep standing during the Intercessory
Prayers (Thabdgn).
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6. thatthere shall be a Master of Ceremonies for our common celebrations
of the Liturgical Services, especially the Holy Qurbono. So it was
decided
i. that the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Liturgy shall

entrust this to the Secretary of the Commission. If the Secretary
is absent at a common liturgical celebration, the Chairman shall
depute another one for the particular celebration.

Pastoral Orientation Course
7. tooffer a Pastoral Orientation Course for all the Deacons of our Church,
who are preparing themselves for priestly ordination. The Synod
Fathers felt it imperative to include the Deacons or New Priests of
Bethany Ashram also for this course.

8. The certificate of completion of this course, conducted every year for
all the Deacons and New Priests of our Church, is a requisite for
appointments as parochial vicars and parish priests.

Evaluation of the Pastoral Activities outside India

9. The purchase of the adjacent home of the Mar lvanios Centre New
York is in principle accepted. His Beatitude, the Catholicos can give
a letter of sanction for the same.

10. His Beatitude, the Catholicos will give a letter to the priests working
in America to support this programme. He will personally write to the
priests working in our missions to contribute the surplus money kept
in the parishes to this goal.

11. Each priest working in the missions is asked to give to the Apostolic
Visitator a sum of US Dollars 250/- every month from the money he
sends to his home Eparchy.

& Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE
OF HIS BEATITUDE THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE FIFTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 9 TO 12 OCTOBER 2007

Dear and Venerable Brother Bishops,

After three days of intense deliberations on matters that are important in
the life of the Malankara Catholic Church, as we now part, | am reminded of
St. Paul’s words to St. Barnabas: “Come, let us return and visit the believers in
every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how they are
doing” (Acts 15:36). Let us return to our Eparchies with the spirit of this Holy
Episcopal Synod and put into action what we have pondered over these days.

We have dealt with a number of pastorally important aspects of the day to
day life of our Church. Let us bear in mind that the canonical offices and
structures that we create are at the service of the Christian Faithful. In all
spheres of our ecclesial life, we experience a sense of solidarity and communion
within our Church. However, there are forces at work in the various domains
of the civil society, that challenge us in our commitment to build up a human
society on christian values such as love, justice, equality, peace and brotherhood.
There are forces at work that intend to tarnish the image of the Catholic Church.

I would like to give a message to our Faithful and to all men of good will
from this Holy Episcopal Synod-in-session. | call upon all our beloved people
to lead their life rooted in divine and ecclesial life. Whether the time is
favourable or unfavourable (2 Tim 4:2), let us participate in the divine mission
of the Church in the world. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has the
strength to outlive the present day sinister and evil powers of this world. She
is always open to and in the forefront of the human society at large to fulfil the
Church’s mission in the world. The venerable prelates and the leaders of this
Church have given leadership to diverse services for the good of our society.
The Malankara Catholic Church will continue these ministries without fail.

As we conclude this Synod, | thank you, my venerable brothers in the
Episcopate, for your active participation in the Holy Synod and for your
solicitude to the Church and the Christian Faithful. As we part, |1 “commend
you to the grace of the Lord” (Acts 15:40). *“Pray also for me, so that when |
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speak, a message is given to me ... Pray that | may declare it bodily, as | must
speak” (Eph 6:19, 20).

I also thank all the office-bearers of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia and
others whose service was of great help in the conduct of the Holy Synod.

I declare this Holy Episcopal Synod closed with the words of St. Paul:
“Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who have an undying love for our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph 6:23-24).

- Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
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Press Release

THE MALANKARA EPISCOPAL SYNOD BEGINS

Trivandrum: The Fifth Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic
Church is began at 3 p.m. on 9 October 2007. The Synod that began at the
Catholicate Centre, Pattom, is presided over by Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos. He gave the opening message. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos,
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom, Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Joshua Mar Ignathios and Joseph
Mar Thomasand Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas will participate.

The Codification of the Particular Law, the Word of God in the life of the
Church-the theme for the Roman Synod 2008, evaluation of the functioning of
the Curia and the Synodal Commissions, the approval of the order of
sacraments, the cause of canonisation of Servant of God Archbishop are the
the topics on the agenda. It will also evaluate the present socio-political
situationThe Synod will end on Friday, 12 October.

Sa/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC
EPISCOPAL SYNOD CONCLUDED

The Fifth Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro- Malankara Catholic Church,
that was in session from 9 -12 October 2007 at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom
concluded today. The Synod, that was presided over by Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis Catholicos was attended by Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most
Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom,
Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos,
Joseph Mar Thomas and Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas.

The Codification of the Particular Law, the Word of God in the life of the
Church-the theme for the Roman Synod 2008, evaluation of the functioning of
the Curia and the Synodal Commissions, the approval of the order of
sacraments, the cause of canonisation of Servant of God Archbishop were the
the topics on the agenda. It also evaluated the present socio-political situation.

In the concluding session, the Catholicos asked his beloved people in his
general message to lead their life rooted in divine and ecclesial life. He said
that the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has the strength to outlive the present
day sinister and evil powers of this world. The Malankara Catholic Church
will continue the ministry that the venerable prelates and the leaders of this
Church had given leadership to diverse services for the good of our society.

Sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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77th Reunion Day
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Documentation |

Message of the Apostolic Nuncio at the Public Meeting
to celebrate the 77" Malankara Reunion Day,
the Platinum Jubilee of Malankara Catholic Hierarchy,
and 125™ Birth Anniversary of Archbishop Mar lvanios,
Kodenchery, Bathery, 21 September 2007 *

Your Beatitude Major Arhbishop Baselios Cleemis, Your Grace Archbishop
Thomas Mar Koorilos, My Lord Bishop Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, My
Brother Bishops, Rev. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, Distinguished guests and my
dear people,

My heart is filled with deep joy in the Lord on this solemn occasion when
you are gathered at Kodenchery for a triple celebration: the 77" Syro-Malankara
Reunion Day, the 75" year of the establishment of the Malankara Hierarchy, and
the 125" Birth Anniversary of the Servant of God, the architect and father of the
Reunion Movement, Archbishop Mar lvanios. We commemorate the 20%
September 1930 as a day of grace when, in the presence of Bishop Aloysius
Maria Benziger, specially deputed by the Holy See, Mar Ivanios, Mar Theophilos
and some of their close followers proclaimed their Catholic faith — a faith which
they sought to nourish in prayer and study under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
the Spirit of unity and love, the Spirit of peace and joy. Joining with us in prayer
and spiritual communion is the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, whose best
wishes and regards | am privileged to convey to all of you, as well as his Apostolic
Blessing for the occasion.

I recall from history that the Apostolic Nunciature in India has been closely
associated with the important landmarks of the Malankara Church and especially
of the Reunion Movement. My predecessor, His Excellency Most Rev. Luciano
Storero, the then Apostolic Pro-Nuncio in India, was present for the Golden Jubilee
celebrations of the Reunion Movement in 1980, together with the Papal Delegate
His Eminence Cardinal Rubin, His Beatitude Maximos Hakim the Patriarch of
Antioch and Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta.

As Apostolic Nuncio | had the joy of participating in the Malankara Reunion
Day Celebration of 2004 in Tiruvalla. I recall with great emotion that golden day
in the history of your Church when, on February 10, 2005, at St. Mary’s
Metropolitan Cathedral in Trivandrum, | had the privilege of reading out the
official declaration by which the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was raised to
the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church. It was also my joy and privilege to
be present on the 14 May of the same year when the Major Archbishop was

* Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dieudonne Datonou, the delegate of His Grace Pedro Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic Nuncio,
who could not attaend the meeting due to personal inconvenience, read out the message.
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enthroned as the Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Nor
can | forget my participation in the historic moment of the Platinum Jubilee of
the Reunion Movement celebrated in Mavelikara in September of the same year.
Continuing this tradition of the Holy See’s support and encouragement to the
Malankara Hierarchy, I’m greatly pleased that the Apostolic Nunciature is present
here also today, on the occasion of this triple celebration, an event of great
significance not only to the Malankara Church, but to the whole Church in India.
| thank you, My Lord Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos and Bishop Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, for your kind invitation to me to attend this function, and all of
you, beloved faithful of the Malankara Church, for the love and affection that
always you have given to the Pope’s representative.

Seventy Seven years ago, Metropolitan Archbishop Mar lvanios, Bishop
Mar Theophilos and their companions entered into full communion with the See
of Peter, because they were profoundly convinced of the truth of the words found
beneath the dome of the Vatican Basilica: Hinc una fides mundo refulgent — From
here the one faith shines forth in the world. They came to this conviction because
the Spirit of Christ had long before mysteriously filled their hearts, awakening in
them a feeling and a concern for unity. It was indeed the Holy Spirit working
deep inside them, in their spiritual life, and then transforming them from within,
which led the two Syro-Antiochene prelates towards unity. They realized that
this unity expresses the fullness of charity and facilitates a greater openness to
the outpouring of the gifts of the sanctifying Spirit, who renews all, unites all and
vivifies all.

It is the same Holy Spirit that made them understand that “the Church is
one, the Church of Christ between East and West”. They also knew that, in entering
into communion with the Catholic Church, they “did not at all intend to deny
their fidelity to their own traditions”. In the years since this momentous decision,
God has abundantly blessed the Syro-Malankara Church in her work for Christian
unity. What was started as a small group of people has now mushroomed into a
hierarchy on its own. As we give thanks to God today on the 75" year of the
establishment of this Hierarchy, we are also mindful of the multiple blessings
that have been bestowed on your Church in a relatively short time, making it
“one of the fastest growing Catholic communities in the world, boasting large
numbers of vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and many educational
and welfare institutions”, as Pope John Paul 1l said. On this occasion, it is most
appropriate for us to invoke God’s love also on the Christians of the Oriental
Churches, that in new and deeper ways they may “discover the fact that they are
all walking together towards the one Lord... and thus towards each other”. Pray
too that this fresh discovery among Christians of the East may be a blessing for
the whole Church as we set forth into a new springtime of unity in the Church of
Christ.
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The Reunion Movement also brought about a renewed awareness of mission
and zeal for evangelization in the Malankara Church, the new Law of Christ
urging its faithful to go beyond the boundaries of family, race, tribe or nation, in
Christian generosity to others. It was Mar lvanios himself who realized, with
great anguish, that the children of St. Thomas had not faithfully continued the
great mission entrusted to them by the Apostle Thomas, who received it from
Jesus Christ. In his autobiography he has said: “It must be reckoned as a great
crime that the Malankara Syrian Community, which claims origin from St. Thomas
the Apostle, and an antiquity of twenty centuries, has not so far done anything
significant with regard to its mission and the purpose for which it was established.
We must admit that the wonderful light that was kindled in AD 52, at the command
of Our Saviour Jesus Christ, still remains in its initial stage; it has not shed its
radiance in the surrounding darkness”. “It must be a great tragedy”, he continued,
“if we do not make repration for the past. If India remains in spiritual ignorance
and has not embraced the faith, the Malankara Syrian Community will one day
be held responsible for it. Whatever be the omissions and the lethargy of the past,
the Malankara Syrian Community should now wake up and act in such a way that
they make amends also for the negligence of the past. The all-important duty of
the Christian Church is the proclamation of the Gospel”. Mar Ivanios was fired
by great enthusiasm for evangelization, and he expressed his determination to
take up and to continue this great mission.

It must be said to the credit of the followers of Mar lvanios that they have
whole-heartedly taken up this challenge, and fanned out to all corners of the earth
to spread the Good News of Jesus. Their efforts and zeal have brought forth
abundant fruits in the field of evangelization, and have realized the hopes and
ideals of Archbishop Mar Ivanios for the children of St. Thomas. Today the Syro-
Malankara Church has around 450000 faithful divided in five Eparchies and served
by 632 priests, of whom 511 are eparchial and 121 religious. A total of 643
seminarians study in five seminaries, and there are over 2030 female religious in
17 communities. The Church also has 22 ecclesiastical institutions, 449 educational
centres (schools, universities, etc.), and 466 charitable institutes and more than
800 mission centres, all making steady progress. In addition, the number of priests
of the Malankara Catholic Church serving outside the boundaries of Kerala is
also quite considerable. There is every hope that this number will grow in the
years to come.

Their efforts at human development have received evident appreciation
and recognition from the general public as well as the State and Central
Governments of India. It is an acknowledgement of the spread and sweep of the
Syro-Malankara community beyond the confines of Kerala, that the Holy See
appointed Bishop Joseph Mar Thomas as Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-
Malankaras in North America and Europe and Bishop Chacko Mar Aerath as
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Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-Malankara in India outside the territorium
proprium, for the preservation and growth of their ancient ecclesial and cultural
traditions.

One of the outstanding features of your Malankara tradition is the prominent
role your Church gives to the leadership of the laity. This is a theme that was
discussed by the representatives of the Asian Churches when they met in Pastoral
Approach, known in sort as ASIPA, which | was privileged to attend. The Bishops
of Asia described a "new way of being Church™ in their 'vision' of the Church as
“a communion of small Communities, where the laity, clergy and religious live
and collaborate with each other as brothers and sisters, evangelized by the Word
of God and enlightened by the Holy Spirit and the teaching of the Church, and
reaching out in service for the total transformation of society”. This is indeed the
vision that the Second Vatican Council proposed for the Church in the modern
world. What was expressed here as “a new way of being Church”, we must
acknowledge, is a very ancient tradition in the Malankara Church. The ancient
Apostolic Church of St. Thomas Christians, the Malankara Church,rooted in the
ecclesial tradition and descipline that developed in Malankara, is known for its
custom of the participation of the laity in the daily life of the Church without
prejudice to the preeminent role of the ministerial priesthood. The Code of Canon
Law for Oriental Churches describes the Christian faithful as “those who,
incorporated in Christ through baptism, have been constituted as the people of
God; for this reason, since they have become sharers in Christ’s priestly, prophetic
and royal function in their own manner; they are called, in accordance with the
condition proper to each, to exercise the mission which God has entrusted to the
Church to fulfill in the world” (CCEO c 7, 1). Thus the members of the lay faithful
in the Syro-Malankara Church fully participate in the exercise of the power of
governance in accord with the norm of law.

After the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was elevated to the Malankara
Catholic Hierarchy- of which we celebrate the Platinum Jubilee today- your Major
Archbishop took steps to reinstate the ancient particles in the Oriental Churches
of full, responsible cooperation from the laity. Structures like the Episcopal Synod
and Permanent Synod were constituted for assisting the Major Archbishop in the
governance of the Church, as well as Commissions to facilitate the participation
of the faithful, especially the laity, in the daily life of the Church. In his message
at the opening of the Second Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church,
His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios said: “With the elevation of our Church to the
status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church and its hierarchical head as Major
Archbishop, we have assumed greater responsibilities in guiding our Church to
the fulfillment of its God-given task, her mission in the world. This mission is to
be carried out in the communion with and participation of the entire people of
God of our Church”. The message further stated that: “the present hierarchical
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status of our Church calls for creating hierarchical ordering and structures that
ensure the decentralization of the hierarchical powers, so that the principle of
subsidiarity as envisaged by the Canon of the Oriental Churches is applied to the
actual life of our Church”.

And so as a fully cooperative and participatory Church, the Syro-Malankara
Hierarchy is fully conscious of its mission not only for working towards further
unity and communion within the Church, but also of its mandate for evangelization
“ad gentes”. This mission springs from your strong and vibrant spirituality, which
is at the root of your undaunted commitment to Christian love, so clearly
discernable in your communities wherever they are. This is a unique and precious
Christian spirituality truly incarnated in the Indian soil, allowing the Church, as
is said in Ecclesia in Asia (n. 6) “to communicate the Gospel in away which is
faithful both to her own traditions and to the Asian soul”. Your long experience as
a small community of Christians in a predominately non-Christian land has
prepared you to become this “leaven”, a fitting instrument of transformation. The
process is never simply an “external” one but requires an intimate change of
cultural values through integration into Christianity and subsequent insertion into
the various human cultures, ensuring always that Christ’s saving message is never
diluted or altered in an attempt to make it more culturally or socially acceptable
(cf. Ecclesia in Asia, 21).

My dear Malankarite friends, with a heart filled with gratitude for the
opportunity to address you this message on this day, | once again extend my
heartfelt congratulations to all of you on this triple celebration. I join you in
raising our voices to God in profound gratitude for so much that your Church and
your people have received from divine bounty. We gratefully acknowledge the
treasure of the ancient and revered Syro-Malankara liturgical tradition, which
reflects the universal nature of Christ’s salvific work in a uniquely Indian context.
| also pray that this Reunion Day Celebration be a catalyst of further unity and
communion, not only among the Churches, but among all people.

I entrust you all to the powerful intercession of our Mother Mary, Queen of
the Church, and of St. Thomas, the Apostle of India.

God bless all of you!

% His Grace Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio in India
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Speech of His Excellency Most Rev. Jerald Issac Lobo,
the Bishop of the Diocese of Shimoga
at the 77" Reunion Day Celebration

Your Grace, Archbishop Pedro Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic Nuncio to India
Your Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, Major Archbishop
of the Malankara Catholic Church

Your Excellencies Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Bishop of Bathery,
Most Rev. Paul Chittilappilly, Bishop of Thamarassery

\ery Rev. Fr. George Thomas OIC, Bethany Superior General

Prof. Jacob M. Abraham, President of the MCA

Your Excellencies, Rev. Msgrs, Rev. FAthers, Brothers, Sisters and above all
the people of God,

I join with you, in thanking and praising the Lord, for the wonderful events
- the events of grace, that have taken place, in and through Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. I also extend my hearty congratulations, to all the bishops,
clergy, religious and layfaithful of this young and vibrant Church in Catholic
Communion, for their life of faith and witness in the service of God's King-
dom.

Every celebration, is a celebration of communion and it helps us again to
come together and to grow better. The triple events, which we celebrate, are
major spiritual high points of the entire Church and therefore, they cannot be
limited to Syro-Malankara Church alone, but they belong to the entire Catho-
lic Church: (a) the 125" Birth anniversary of the Servant of God Archbishop
Mar lIvanios, (b) the 77" Reunion day and (c) the Platinum Jubilee of the es-
tablishment of the Malankara Hierarchy. All these three events are so closely
united together, that one has lead to the other. The Servant of God, Archbishop
Mar Ivanios, is the prophet or visionary of this reunion and communion. With-
out the leadership and spiritual strength of this great Archbishop, neither re-
union nor Malankara hierarchy would have come about.

As | read through the life of Archbishop Mar lvanios, I am really im-
pressed and inspired by this holy man of communion. Many tributes have
been showered upon him. At the time of the conferral of doctorate on Arch-
bishop Mar lvanios, the Chancellor of the University of San Francisco intro-
duced him with glowing words: "Celebrated son of India, great descendant of
the generation of Christians, who takes lineages from St. Thomas the Apostle,
avid scholar, founder of an ascetic order that is committed to following Christ,
apostle who has knit the East and the West with the chain of love, bosom
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friend of Ravindranath Tagore, successor to the sacred reputation of Robert
De Nobli and St. Francis Xavier." We can add many more to this list. | salute
this great spiritual genius and a tireless apostle of unity on his 125th birth
anniversary. May he soon be raised to the status of a saint.

In 2003, when all the Bishops of Malankara Church met Pope John Paul 11
of happy memory, he said: "You have become one of the fastest growing Catho-
lic communities in the world, boasting large number of vocations to the priest-
hood and institutions. "Dear friends, it is a matter of rejoicing because mul-
tiple blessings have been bestowed on your Church in a relatively short time.
This growth is most stupendous when compared with the fact that the Syr-
Malankara Church is only 77 years in existance as a Catholic Church, in Com-
munion with the See of Peter. It has at present,two Archdioces: Trivandrum
and Tiruvalla. There are 500000 faithful with 8 bishops, 500 priests and 1200
religious men and women as members. Now Syro-Malankara Church has the
status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church, which is equivalent to a Patriarchal
Church.

As Bishop of Shimoga, a Latin diocese, | have been blessed with the pres-
ence of dedicated and faithfilled priests, religious sister and lay faithful of
Syro-Malankara Church in my diocese and | have good association with them.
Even from my seminary days, | had the joy of having Syro-Malankara semi-
narian friends and we used to participate in the Eucharist celebrated in Syro-
Malankara rite, an ancient and revered liturgy. I am delighted about the Syro-
Malankara presence and progress in the fields of education and social ser-
vices, your efofors at ecumenism and above all, your strong and vibrant spiri-
tuality.

We are a Church of communion. Whether we belong to the Latin Church
or Syro-Malankara or Malabar or any other Eastern Church, we are one Church
of Jesus Christ. Latin Church and Eastern Churches can be compared to the
two lungs in the one Body of Christ. Both breathe in and breathe out the same
spirit of Christ. As we give thanks together for the important landmarks in the
ecclesial life of Syro-Malankara Shurch, | congratulate His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis, the father and the head of this young and vibrant Church
and all the bishops, priests and Christ's faithful. May the spirit of reunion,
communion and eccumenism reach new heights. My humble prayers and sup-
port for you and God's abundant blessings.

Before parting with, | take this opportunity to thank Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, Bishop of Bathery for providing me with this ooportunity to
be amongst you in this joyful celebration.

Deo Gratias
Thank you,
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Erection of the Ordinary Tribunal
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

THE ERECTION OF THE ORDINARY TRIBUNAL
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Prot. No. 5/ 2007

BECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS

Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

@he hierarchy of the Apostolic Syro-Malankara Church constituted in

the Holy Catholic Church on 11 June 1932 was elevated to the Major
Archiepiscopal status on 10 February 2005 by His Holiness Pope John Paul Il
of happy memory “with all rights and obligations prescribed in the Code of
Canons of the Oriental Churches” through the Apostolic Bull Ab ipso sancto
Thoma. Ever after, the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church has been solicitous about the needs of this Church to foster intense
divine life and service through the power of governance vested in it.

@he Fourth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod held from 31 October to 3

November 2006 deliberated on organising the tribunals of this Church to ensure
efficient administration of justice. The unexpected demise of his Beatitude
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the First Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church delayed the erection of the Tribunals. The Fifth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church held from 9 to 12 October 2007
reconfirmed the endorsements of the Fourth Ordinary Synod. Hence, e,
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, as per canon 1063 81 of the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches, hereby, are pleased, to decree the erection of
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the Ordinary Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. This
tribunal will function according to the norms of Canon 1063 §82-3, the other
relevant Canons of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the
Particular Laws and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

ﬁothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that the Ordinary

Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church erected through this decree
would render effective apostolic work and produce abundant fruits for the
Christian Faithful of the Church in the administration of justice.

®iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the

Catholicate Centre on the Fifteenth day of the month of November in the year
two thousand and seven of Our Lord, the first year of Our Major Archiepiscopal
Office

sd/-
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

sd/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Documentation |1
Appointment Letter to the Office bearers

01 November 2007

Appointment as ............... of the Ordinary Tribunal
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Dear and Rev. Fr......... ,

Greetings and Apostolic Blessings to you in the name of Our Lord
Jesus Christ!

Directed by the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, ¢ 1063, to
constitute the Ordinary Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, and
inaccordance with ¢ 89 81, | hereby appointyou ................. of the said Tribunal
with effect from 15 November 2007. You are to be diligent in the administration
of justice. You will have all the rights and obligations of your office as per the
Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches and the legitimate particular laws
and customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. You will make the
profession of faith and the oath of office and secrecy before me on 15 November
2007 before you take charge of the office.

Invoking God’s blessings on you to execute your duties and
responsibilities

Yours in Our Lord

sd/-
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Documentation 11

Report
of the inauguration of the Major Archiepiscopal Tribunal
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

The Fifth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod held from 9 to 12 October 2007
confirmed the decision of the Fourth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod, to erect
the Ordinary Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church which was
elevated to the Major Archiepiscopal status. During a prayer service that began
at 10 a.m., on 15 November 2007 at the Catholicate chapel, His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos delivered the opening message. He
said that the administration of justice, through the constitution of the
ecclesiastical tribunals, is an essential part of the Episcopal ministry and the
hierarchical government of the Church. He continued, that the expression
“administration of justice” makes him aware of the serious obligation on the
part of the Church to administer justice. With the constitution of the Ordinary
Tribunal of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, she is entering into another
phase of exercising her autonomous existence. His Beatitude wished that the
newly constituted Ordinary Tribunal of the SMCC will be a channel of justice
and the personnel appointed to the Tribunal will be the ministers of justice in
our Church. The prevalent use of the ecclesiastical tribunal is in the realm of
declaring the validity or invalidity of marriages that is entered into by the
Christian Faithful, when the same is contested in an ecclesiastical tribunal. In
cases where the invalidity of marriage is declared, this enables the couple to
receive the sacraments especially the Sacrament of Penance and Holy Eucharist,
the sources of divine life. It also declares the persons concerned are free to eter
into another valid marriage. Thus the ecclesiastical tribunals promote the
salvation of souls as the purpose of law. After the allocution by His Beatitude,
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia,
read out the Decree of Constitution of the Tribunal.

The following persons are appointed by His Beatitude to serve in the
Tribunal:

President . Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil

Judges . Rt. Rev. Thomas Thannickakuzhy Corepiscopa

: Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Kuttiyil OIC
Rev. Fr. Thomas Muthalapra
: Rev. Sr. Anila Christy DM
Defender of Bond . Rev. Fr. Varghese Thannickakuzhy
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Erection of the Ordinary Tribunal

Promoter of Justice  : Rt. Rev. Yousep Njayallor Ramban
Notaries . Rev. Fr. Thomas Kuzhinapurath
Rev. Fr. John S

The newly appointed personnel of the Tribunal took the oath of faithfulness
and secrecy before His Beatitude, the Catholicos and took charge of their
respective office. In a meeting that followed after the ceremony, the office-
bearers of the Tribunal held a meeting with His Beatitude in which it was
decided that the Tribunal shall be, for the moment, set up on the first floor of
the existing building of the Catholicate Centre.

The meeting was concluded at 11 a.m. with the vote of thanks proposed by
the Chancellor and the apostolic blessing imparted by His Beatitude

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor

75



DOCUMENTATION I11

Canonical Provision of office
for the Vacant See of Muvattupuzha
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THE APPOINTMENT
OF VERY REV. FR. ABRAHAM KACKANATT

AS THE BISHOP MUVATTUPUZHA

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

As per the election of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church convoked from 9 to12 October 2007 according to the norms
of CCEO cc 180-185 and 187 §1 and 86 83 and with the Apostolic assent of
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, | am pleased to appoint Very Rev. Fr.
Abraham Kackanatt as Bishop of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha.

This announcement is made simultaneously from Vatican City, St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum and from the Cathedral of the See of
Muvattupuzha.

Given from
The Major Archiepiscopal Curia
at the Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum
on the 18" day of January of the Year 2008

sd/-
& Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
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Canonical Provision for Muvattupuzha

Letter to the Holy See about the Announcement
to the Vacant See of Muvattupuzha

Dated 25.1.2008

To

His Grace Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio

50 C, Niti Marg, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi 110021

Subject: The Appointment of Very Rev. Fr. Abraham Kackanatt as Bishop of
Muvattupuzha

Your Grace,

As per the election of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church convoked from 9 to 12 October 2007 and with the Apostolic assent of
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, which Your Grace communicated to me, |
appointed Very Rev. Fr. Abraham Kackanatt as Bishop of the Eparchy of
Muvattupuzha. It was announced in the Church on 18 January 2008. The
Bishop-Elect will be raised to the Order of Ramban at 8 a.m. on 30 January
2008 at St. John’s Cathedral Tiruvalla. He will be ordained and enthroned
Bishop at 8 a.m. on 9 Febrauary 2008 at Joseph’s Cathedral, Muvattupuzha.

I request Your Grace to communicate the matter to the Holy See.
Thanking Your Grace for all the support extended to us,

Yours devotedly in Christ

sd/-
% Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor

Copy to the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
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Canonical Provision for Muvattupuzha

Letter of information to Holy See concerning the
Episcopal Ordination of the new Metropolitan

21 February 2008
Your Grace,

Greetings from the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church!

With profound gratitude to God, | wish to inform Your Grace that Rt. Rev.
Kackanatt Abraham Ramban (Very Rev. Fr. Abraham Kackanatt), who was appointed
Bishop of Muvattupuzha of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, was ordained
Bishop on 9 February 2008 by me, assisted by Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos,
Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla and Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
Bishop of Bathery, in the presence of all the Bishops of our Church, numerous
Ecclesiastical and State Dignitaries and a large number of Faithful.

Prior to the Episcopal Ordination, according to the tradition of our Church, he
was raised to the status of “Remban” on 30 January 2008. He was given the name
ABRAHAM MAR JULIOQOS at his Episcopal Ordination and will be known after
this name henceforth.

The new Bishop took charge of his office as Eparchial Bishop of Muvattupuzha
on the same day, at the liturgy of enthronement celebrated in St. Joseph’s Cathedral
Muvattupuzha after the Episcopal Ordination.

I avail this opportunity to thank Your Grace for Your benevolent service to
expedite the canonical process to fill the See of Muvattupuzha vacant since 1 May
2007.

Requesting for Your Grace’s prayers and blessings,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

sd/-
% Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor

His Grace Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio
Niti Marg,Chanakyapuri
New Delhi 110021
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Canonical Provision for Muvattupuzha

AL W

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

APPOINTMENT OF
VERY REV. FR. ABRAHAM KACKANATT
AS BISHOP

OF THE EPARCHY OF MUVATTUPUZHA

Prot. No. 1/ 2008
BDECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the Perpetual Good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to Very Rev. Fr. Abraham
Kackanatt, a priest of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, who has been elected Bishop of
Muvattupuzha by the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

&od always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church. Now that
the Eparchial See of Muvattupuzha has been vacant since 01 May 2007, the Holy
Episcopal Synod of our Church in its apostolic solicitude wanted to provide a vigilant
pastor of souls to the Eparchy. The Fathers of the Holy Synod met together to select a
priest “of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom whom we may appoint to
this task™ (Acts 6:3). You, as a person of exemplary priestly qualities with adequate
intellectual formation holding a doctorate in Biblical Theology and pastoral experience
in different fields of the apostolate of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, have been found
worthy to be appointed Bishop. Hence, the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked from 9
to 12 October 2007 elected you to be appointed Eparchial Bishop of Muvattupuzha.
The Roman Pontiff, the Head of the Universal Church, His Holiness Pope Benedict
XVI, gave his Apostolic assent to this election. Therefore, by virtue of canons 187 81
and 86 83 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, We, Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
hereby, appoint you Bishop of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. You will have the rights and duties inherent in your office and status.
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You are obliged to strictly safeguard all the requirements prescribed by the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches, especially canons 187-189 and the Particular Laws
and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Venerable Son, having been raised to a new position in the Church, you will
persist to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be poured out on the
entire People of God of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha. Your sacerdotal ministry since
1970, your inspiring leadership as Pastor of various Parishes, as Director of the social
apostolate of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, your ministry as Rector of St. Mary’s
Malankara Seminary, as professor of various seminaries and ecclesiastical institutes,
your pioneering efforts in the field of medical education, etc. had been for the greater
Glory of God and for the good of His People. We are confident that this new canonical
provision of office will enable you to work towards the spiritual and pastoral prosperity
of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha pastured by your predecessor Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos, presently the Metropolitan-Archbishop of Tiruvalla. In divine
providence, the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha was erected in the year 2003. It is growing
up. We hope that under your Episcopal ministry, it will become a symbol of the apostolic
vitality of our Church. To bring all the separated brethren of the St. Thomas Christian
tradition of India together is a ministry most close to the heart of our Church. You
shall set before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors of the Universal
Church and the ardent prophetic zeal of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios
of venerable memory and all the other illustrious prelates of our Church. Hence, you
shall exercise the rights and obligations of your office for the good of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and the entire Universal Catholic Church and the society
at large.

Fothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our decree
and the new appointment, shall be for the good of our venerable son Very Rev. Fr.
Abraham Kackanatt and produce abundant fruits for the Malankara Catholic Church
in the communion of the entire Christian Faithful of the Universal Church.

®iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate
Centre, on the Eighteenth Day of the Month of January Two thousand and Eight, in
the year of Our Lord, the first year of Our Major Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/-
MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Press Release

New Metropolitan
to the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop of the
Malankara Catholic Church appointed Rev. Dr. Abraham Kakkanatt the second
Metropolitan of Muvattupuzha Eparchy of the Malankara Catholic Church,
with the apostolic consent of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI. The Bishop-
Elect is currently the priest of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. The new
appointment is for the office of Metropolitan of the vancant See of
Muvattupuzha as Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the first Metropolitan
assumed office as the Archbishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. The Bishop-
Elect was formerly the Secretary of Pushpagiri Medical Society, Tiruvalla and
the Director of the Medical College.

Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretry of the Holy
Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church, read-out the decree of
appointment at 4.30 p.m at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom. The announcement
on this was made simultaneously in Vatican and in the Muvattupuzha Eparchial
Cathedral. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, Archbishop
Thomas Mar Koorilos (Archieparchy of Tiruvalla), Metropolitans Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios (Eparchy of Bathery), Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom (Eparchy
of Marthandom), Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios (Eparchy of Mavelikara)
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheose (Bishop-Emeritus) Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas (Apostolic Visitator, America-Europe), Jacob Mar Barnabas
(Apostolic Visitator, Outside Kerala), Msgr. John Varghese Eswarankudiyil
(Administrator, Muvattupuzha Eparchy) Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
(Chancellor, Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum) felicitated the Bishop-
Elect. Rembans, Corepiscopoi, Vicar Generals, Superiors of the Religious
Congregations, Priests, Religious, Brothers of the Church and faithful
participated in the function.

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Report of the Secretaries' Meeting

REPORT OF THE MEETING
OF THE SECRETARIES OF THE SYNODAL COMMISSIONS
AND THE OFFICE-BEARERS
OF THE MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

A joint-meeting of the Office-Bearers of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia and
the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions (SCs) was convened at the Catholicate
Centre at 10.30 a.m., on 18 December 2007. It was presided over by His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos. The following persons were present:
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Corepiscopo Thomas Thannickakuzhy, Secretary, SC for Seminary Formation
Msgr. Samuel Kattukallil, Secretary, SC for Education

Fr. John Berchmans OIC, Secretary, SC for Evangelisation

Fr. Kuriakose Thadathil, Secretary, SC for Liturgy

Fr. Kurian Valuparampil, Secretary, SC for Bible Apostolate

Fr. Mariadas OIC, Secretary, SC for Theology and Publicatons

Fr. Cherian Thazhamon, Secretary, SC for Ecumenism and Dialogue

Fr. Thomas Naickamparampil, Secretary, SC for the Clergy

Fr. Thomas Reji OIC, Secretary, SC for the Religious

. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, Secretary, SC for the Laity

. Fr. John Kalluvilayil, Secretary, SC for the Youth

. Fr. Antony Kakkanatt, Secretary, SC for Catechism

. Fr. Isaac Kochery, Secretary, SC for Vocation

. Fr. Premkumar, Secretary, SC for Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians

. Fr. Abraham Kackanatt, Secretary, SC for Health Services

. Fr. Wilson Thattaruthundil, Secretary, SC for Communication Media

. Mr. Jomi Thomas, Secretary, SC for Theology, Subsection — Historical Desk
. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, Chancellor

19.

Sr. Dhanya SIC, Curia Office Secretary

Apologies for absence received from:

1.

Corepiscopo Geevarghese Mannikarott, Secretary, SC for Pastoral Care of
the Faithful Outside India

Fr. Joseph Kannankulam, Secretary, SC for Family
Fr. John Kochuthundil, Vice-Chancellor
Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath, Finance Officer
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Report of the Secretaries' Meeting

The meeting started with the prayer of His Beatitude. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil
OIC, the Chancellor welcomed everyone to the meeting. He also introduced the
agenda, namely, the evaluation of the present functioning of the SCs and planning of
the proposed assembly of the Secretaries of the SCs fixed for 5 March 2008, the day
before the commencement of the Sixth Ordinary Episcopal Synod of our Church.

Then His Beatitude, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos in his presidential
address pointed out that the passing away of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios,
the First Catholicos of our Church, and the attendant circumnstances were responsible
for the delay in the progress of the functioning of the Synodal Commissions
temporarily. His Beatitude underscored the importance of the SCs in the life of the
Church, as executive organs to realise the vision and the apostolate of the Church.
His Beatitude urged the Secretaries of the SCs to devote more time for organising
the activities of the respective commissions as executive persons of the Commissions.
The work of the Commissions could be made effective by the Chairman delegating
more powers to the Secretaries. Each commission should have a standing-committee
consisting of five to six members, which will be a stable body of the respective
commission. The others, who are mostly ex-officio members or selected experts,
shall be the Consultors of the Commissions, and they should be convened twice a
year to contribute to the effective functioning of the commission using their valuable
suggestions and expertise. His Beatitude also tried to feel the pulse of the members
present when he suggested a reorganisation of the commissions, if needed.

After the orientation talk of His Beatitude, the members shared their views on
the present status and functioning of the SCs. The majority of them felt that the
nature and scope of each Commission should be identified and formulated. Further,
the means to execute its scope should be defined. It could then be presented to the
Holy Synod for approval. The working principle of each Commission should be
codified and the areas of co-operation among Commissions should be delineated.
Parallel Commissions should be constituted in the Eparchies.

Regarding the officials of the Commissions, most members suggested that the
Secretaries of the SCs should be less burdened with other major responsibilities in
their respective Eparchies. In cases where this is not possible, replacement could be
made. Regarding the structure of the Commissions, it was pointed out that the words
such as, “Members” and “Consultors” needed clarification. It was the unanimous
opinion that a Commission could not function effectively with “ex-officio members”;
hence a restructuring is imperative. It was the common opinion that such changes
shall be effected after the proposed Assembly of the Members of the SCs on 5 March
2008 and with the approval of the oncoming Sixth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod.

The Meeting then, turned its attention to the planning of the proposed Assembly
of the Secretaries. It was felt that it would be an occasion for a common gathering,
by which we could introduce the common aims and objectives of the commissions
and thereafter, to formulate the particular aims, objectives and principles for the re-
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structuring and functioning of each Commission. The meeting shall have an in-put
session guided by an expert. Thereafter, it shall break up into groups consisting of
the members of each SC. Each Commission-group shall discuss and formulate the
aims and objectives of the respective SC on the basis of the in-put session. This shall
be presented before the common session and discussed and fianlised as a draft to be
presented to the Holy Synod.

In order to facilitate the discussions at the group-level, it was also suggested that
a draft of the aims and objectives of each SC shall be prepared by the respective
Secretary either by himself or after convening a meeting of the members of the
Commission. Taking into consideration the number of participants, it was
recommended that the assembly shall commence at 9 a.m. on 5 March 2008 and
conclude at 4 p.m. the same day.

The meeting ended with lunch at 1.30 p.m.

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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On Youth Day

MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

SYNODAL COMMISSION FOR THE YOUTH

Major Archbishop's House
Thirusannidhi
Pattom, Trivandrum - 695 004

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Chairman

YOUTH DAY
Sunday, 7 October 2007

The message of Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the Head and Father of
the Malankara Catholic Church and Chairman of the Youth Commission in connection
with the Youth Day, 2007.

Most Rev. Prelates, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rembans, Rev. Fathers, Religious, Dear
Faithful in the Lord and the Youth,

It is the Sunday following the 4™ October, the feast of the heavenly patron of the
M.C.Y.M, the official Youth Association of the Malankara Catholic Church, that the
Church observes as its Youth Day. Accordingly, I cordially invite all the Rev. Fathers,
Religious and all the Faithful to celebrate as Youth Day, on Sunday, 7 October,
2007.

On 9 October 2005, when we celebrated the Youth Day, | had reminded that the
MCYM should transform itself as an association which should love the Church with
an open heart and should boldly introduce the Church in our society. Again on the
Youth Day of last year, | reminded that it is the duty of the Youth, more than any one
else, to build up the Church, to vigourously sustain the mission of the Church in the
society and to continuously renovate the Church. As the message of this year’s Youth
Day, let us accept the maxim of St. Ignatius “Sentire cum ecclesia” (To feel with the
Church).

In the life of an individual, youthhood is a decisive period. It is the blessed
period full of vitality and ideals. In the words of Pope John Paul Il, it is the period of
seeking meaning and true friendliness. The young people question anything and
every thing and they go about seeking truth and justice. Hence they should be able
as a result of these seeking to discover Jesus, the right way, the eternal truth and the
perpetual life. At this juncture, the instruction of the Vatican Il deserves special
attention; namely, the Church has the duty to introduce to the youth, the real face of
Christ, who is the colleague and companion of the youth as the remedy for all the
problems of the youth. A practical suggestion for this could be found in the document
of the Church of Asia (No. 47); make the youth, workers and coworkers in the mission
of the Church, give them the necessary pastoral care, remind them their obligation
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regarding the future of the Church and society.

It is high time that the youth wake up and work prudently recognizing the signs
and warnings of the time. Certain strong forces, which made aetheism and hostility
to Church as their chief characteristics are mercilessly destroying truth, justice and
moral values. They consider foul means valid for achieving their end in view. They
are always solicitous to blakmail the servers of the Church and to defame the Church
authorities. The number of the cheats, who howl that the hand that is raised to bless
is raised to beat on the cheek, are on the increase. We ought to discern and to respond
the hidden tactics of the enemies of the Church, who portray the attempts of the
Church to do good defectively and who try to cause split between the Church
authorities and the faithful.

The recognition that a perfect man is the glory of God is what encourages the
Church to enter into every sphere and work, unmindful of the obstacles, which helps
man to lead to perfection. Such men who do not desire the human freedom and
perfection is always considered as stepping stone to attain power and as mere
supporter. For the political parties and associations, who have accepted aetheism as
their basic principle, the style and activity of the Church centered on God, are
disgusting. Hence they try to depict the activities of the Church and her leadership
falsely. The stability, skill in performance, the growth and success in the fields of
service and institutions as well as the progress of the children of the Church in the
social and economic spheres, engendered jealousy in the other communities and
religions. Perhaps, that is why some of the political parties and asssociations try to
create split within the communities of the faithful through the help of the media of
communication and by befriending those who have left the Church through activities
contrary to the interests of the Church or due to several personal reasons and even to
destroy the fields of service of the Church and even the symbols of Christian faith.
Where virtue flourishes, there, the satanic power will await for a chance to enter in.
A vehement thrust of virtue, Gospel apostolate and marked ecclesial growth are
taking place in the Kerala Church. Under this background, we ought to look at the
activities against the Church as activities of the devilish powers against goodness.
Certain people, who had grown up with the help of Church are betraying her and
Christian virtues for 30 pieces of silver. Truth is being crucified. It is in the midst of
these realities that we celebrate the Youth Day of the current year. What the Church
desires is to lead the youth towards perfection through the activities of the association
for the youth. The projects that the Malankara Catholic Church evisages and
accomplishes for the youth to acquire perfection in the spiritual, intellectual, economic
and psychological spheres, are numerous. The institutions for higher education we
run are but one example of it. 72 of the Malankara Catholic youth got admission in
our Mar Baselios Engineering College, this year. We were able to get 13 of the
Malankara Catholic youth admitted for the course of medicine at the Pushpagiri
Medical College. If such situations were to continue, within a period of 10 years,
there will be at least 720 engineers and 130 doctors from among the children of the
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Malankara Catholic Church. That is to say, within the next 10 years, there will be
more engineers and doctors than we could have in the past 77 years. The Malankara
Catholic Church is determined to bring up her youth in the other spheres too, in a
similar or even in a better way. Having perceived this growth of the children of the
Church, our foes and those who envy us are coming out with baseless allegations
against our Church, our leadership and against our institutions. Our youth should
particularly be careful not to be trapped by them or become tools in their hands.
Besides, they should be able to demonstrate the radiant face of the Church to the
society at large.

Dear Youth, you should be together with the Church. The Church has placed
her full trust in you. Your dynamic youth should be the strength of the Church. 1
remind you three things these days. Firstly, you should choose fundamentally the
Church, her faith and life into your youth, which is filled with complexities. Try to
find out a solution in Jesus for all your problems. Make your life fortunate through
works done according to the faith. Secondly, you should become the light of the
world and the salt of the earth. Sanctify the community that surrounds you through
your holy life, neither letting your light fade nor losing your saltiness. Thirdly, be
attentive to grow up through and along with the Church, which Jesus has given us as
the sign of salvation and to work against the forces of the evil with the prophetical
courage similar to that of our Lord.

MCYM is the association that is itnended for our youth. All should be earnest to
sustain and nourish this association. All our parishes should have the MCYM and
should strive to function the same with enthusiasm. Each unit should work in
cooperation with the District, Eparchy and the Church as a whole. For, it is mutual
cooperation and concerted efforts that make us prosper. Parishes should render all
kinds of support to the activities of the MCYM.

All should be earnest to observe the Youth Day in a meaningful, fruitful and in
an active manner. We should bring up the MCY M in every way as the instrument for
goodness. This is our duty. It is the need of the time. That is the ardent desire of the
Church. I express my gratitude to all those who work with dedication in the field of
the apostolate of the youth.

Let the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, that of St. Thomas,
our Father and that of St. Francis of Assissi, the heavenly patron of the MCYM be a
strong hold to us.

May God bless you all.

sd/-
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
& the Chairman of the Commission for Youth.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to all Metropolitans, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

The First Feast of commemoration of
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicose

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Bishops, Rev. Priests, Deacons, dear Religious
and beloved Faithful in Christ!

On 18 January 2008 it is one year, since Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the
third Metropolitan Archbishop and the first Major Archbishop Catholicos of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church passed into eternity. Let us remember
before God our beloved Father, who has left us, having faithfully followed the
foot-steps of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar lvanios of happy memory,
who has regained to the Malankara Church, which was founded on the preaching
of the gospel by St. Thomas, the apostle, its lost communion with the Universal
Church and those of His Grace Benedict Mar Grgorios of happy memory, the
2nd Metropolitan of the Church and having nurtured the Malankara Catholic
Church through his dedicated Apostolic Ministry led her to the highest possible
rank, being in communion with the Universal Church. This high priest, who
passed away giving several contributions through his selfless services not only
in the domains of ecclesial life, but also in the human society at large, remains
a living memory in our minds.

It is impossible to expound the multifaceted personality of His Beatitude
the Catholicos in a few words. His Beatitude passed into eternity giving inputs
that are to be written in golden letters in the annals of the history and growth of
the Malankara Catholic Church. The life of His Beatitude from the year 1960
to 1978 was a brilliant witness of his religious priestly life dedicated to God
and the Church through the Bethany Religious Congregation. From 1978 to
1995, as the Bishop of the Eparchy of Bathery of the Malankara Catholic
Church, he excelled as a symbol of the Church’s missionary dedication and
social commitment. As the Head of the Malankara Catholic Church, the beaming
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rays of this shining star shone forth in the whole Church during the epoch
between 1995 and 2007. His Beatitude, who is known as an ecclesiologist,
raised the Malankara Catholic Church to the summit of her glory through his
birth, studies, researches and actions. He firmly believed that, the Apostolic
Church of Malankara, founded by St. Thomas, the Apostle, is an heir to self-
existence and individuality through her apostolic tradition and liturgico-ecclesial
life in the universal communion of Churches. Through his study and research
he gained authentic recognition for this before learned audience. He firmly
believed that the Malankarites who today exist as different ecclesial
communities are holders of the one apostolic tradition and ecclesial life and
that communion among these Churches is the will of God. Therefore, he always
saw and accepted any recognition granted to the Malankara Catholic Church
by the Universal Church as recognition granted for the entire Malankara
Church. When Pope John Paul Il elevated the Malankara Catholic Church to
the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church in the Universal Church, His
Beatitude accepted it as a recognition for the entire Malankara Church. When
the Major Archbishop, the Father and Head of the Malankara Catholic Church
was invested with the title Catholicos in accordance with the Malankara
ecclesial tradition, the self-governing rights of the canonical hierarchical Head
of the Malankara Church was recognized in the Universal Church. These are
the contributions of His Beatitude, the ecclesiologist.

Our venerable Prelate, as a dedicated sanyasi in his personal spiritual
life and a high priest in ecclesial life, contributed immensely to religious
harmony, dialogue and national integration. Besides these, he was an ardent
social worker, who set apart his life to recognize and nurture the personal and
communitarian needs of the human person and the human society. Likewise,
he designed and executed the action plans that enlivened human life in the
tribal settlements of Bathery as well as in the urban culture of Trivandrum. He
showed special solicitude and reverence to the people of God marginalized in
the human society. His Beatitude took up directly and indirectly many welfare
activities for their upliftment, especially in the educational and economic fields.
Through this the face of mercy and love for humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ
was manifested through the Church.

I perceive and encourage with great joy the enthusiasm shown by the
children of our Church who emulate the vision and mission of His Beatitude
and maintain their good fruits in the Church and in human society. The children
of our Church, who work in different fields, wish to chalk out different action
plans and form movements to continue the exemplary dedicated life of His
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Beatitude. It is an inspiration to walk through the same path His Beatitude
treaded.

I call upon everybody to observe worthly the first feast of commemoraton
of Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos of happy memory on 18 January 2008.
In honour of His Beatitude and for the convenience of all who participate in
the feast of commemoration, 18 January 2008 shall be a holiday for all
institutions of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum. On 20 January 2008,
His Beatitude shall be commemorated with the prayer of incensing during the
Holy Qurbono offered in all our churches, mission centres, ashrams, convents
and institutions.

The common service of commemoration will take place in St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum, where the mortal remains of His Beatitude is
entombed. At 6.30 p.m in the evening on 17 January, evening prayers and
Dhdpaprarthana shall be offered in the Cathedral Church. At 8.30 a.m. on
Friday, 18 January 2008, Morning Prayer and solemn Holy Qurbono will be
offered. The public meeting of commemoration will take place at 11 a.m. |
invite all the children of our Church to participate in these observances and be
blessed.

I wish you all the blessings of the New Year. May the grace of God
Almighty be with you always.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

the Mother of God and all the Saints, especially of our Father and Apostle St.
Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,
02.01.2008

Catholcate Centre +Banends (Lﬁzomfg
S

Pattom, Trivandrum

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos,
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B. :This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship
during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.

105



Pastoral Letters

£6BB IR0 B0}MiloaddMMODINTG @RoN13:00MmIRN
0eIB:0 HeOmIENEn) MEBWV)HS ¢aRA @RYGaeilava]
¢000008 ¢@ad sIcaveilcIny Glalay &emoelanimianwled
mlanyo Ma2}63 AWML &1¢1eNss carialganIdan)o G800 lNEEHI 0206600
0m@aden)o 158998890 HLMIPWEMAIM)e MMmMidss)o alnmilaegaudss)o angal

Prot No CPL 2/2008

MIWoRIZ MABYRSOMI @REMMILIOMAUMo
MIEIGOIT M2mI23esnm0 (@1eWe: aasUOTIM3 M.

@REIAIMBY all®osHmOcO, QUMY (8&:06)0%1(713(8096)0%00(8(0, 0OMIOMOGO, 6MIa0). OOAUS]E:
60, HURRYYMIEO, MMM ®E0, B0l (ol allnaile.cs!

TUR®YHS @RHOIWMOICOCMIHE! afQo (aIWIMAA]g ALISAO® EMIMNEHOLIGOIDEE
M0 (aIGAITIEN)H@IEM. VB MO ATMANSMOW GHAOMIN® EW)AlUTla00WHS
0&UMIV Q1Y0a1006BSGBMIM DOBANG)B®0 @ MM RV ®)SBM)HE:06NE)
Galdd) D)o HOBAIRMOTIN TVOLIBYRIEH) D)o H2IYYA). GWID) MY AMAIIZIWOV
TEe© “ailu)an]ealenmM@IM REeIoOEIME @:9)d;] AU iNOMIT HAIMWIBBMOBE.
O @RAINS HOCWI 2QFIEAI BY) HOANHES MLPOM DaO®Ia)BEMWOIV] @10
@O (I aHOlEH)MB@IM)0 @RAID &HSE:0a0IMD)0 alBluD)ELVYROVBlEN)MGIMocA
aEloe” (af)@an 5:26-27).

0D 0flK)ab1H0eMOMINMG 208NIWIZIENT GMIMIBM Mo BGOEMENEM)0, GMIMIlH]
@M)aHoOMEBSIT3 Moo MVAQYOTDIMI lgh)C2IBGOMEM)0. al9® OSMUSIVINL! HHBAIR
MHOM alURDOMIIONIGEISN)0 (a oV ilom@vilcelsn)o Rlailem marle:emamlcalsn)o
@MW 2JCaldeel a)@Y MTMICVENT THRER®)o0 HOBM G:HaMIEN)IM). “@3omoai
@0)F9|Q)aM): MEaj0pPHILN0 DalAMVEOMOS)o AflealcomIse dmMSs)alldealos)o
$0S MIEBBUW al)B36Na0iBVEOMINS af)dM @RS)ENERIHN) ®IClaf) Al0)ailm. MmlEBg)Hs
a0y3OR0EM, AUM(@0L! &1C0MED), MIEBBIOS HOBAINIY HACMINIlE:ERINs 1S6EB)
alld” (cRocw 2:12-13).

GMOMIOLI MINa0 ROV @RM)aH0IMEBUIEH)aI0] BRIMEIH20W MAlle:0em@mIMos
(AI0WOMIHAM) ALIHO HCOMILINEHITVIEVINS GMIMIBHIL! (aIOBMOM af)S)OM)B:0S)
. “BaHeMalomIWo AId2EE9)IM GMIMI §210)MIB)AMN). af)IMO@ al)eMy(alIGm]
&0 D21 ¢momi &AOMO0NOg ByaHSIVIG ALY®IBIM). QalalMlen)®®)o 30l
(3366 BOMONBHIS)ENBHW)o 2l ALl (al@lanelo (aldallee)a). &ACmoa
@aIpag cmomi aufld@lee)an). afMMIG BoMo HaIYARMILNGICHN)»V)0 ®OM
emOMA@ MiEMane HeIRMBlEe)@V)o HalQMAIMB ERHOERIWEIS)HNS Galdsea]
S)&®)o al)NO)MNIMOTIT3 BEMAIOTEH) CVWINIMABW)o §2IQlo” (aelwemomilael

106



On the Appintment of the new Metropolitan

(adod@nm - 02100 (8O0 ©@6eNsd0 (Ecﬂ:O(BElO).

DD AUGHOHOD GMOMNHILI0 BRYCNISIVRVIM @17 21G1HH)IN AUaIM AUGHEOMIS)
6al3Om @EPM)aHClEN) M0 BRORIVWAISAL|VEE) DEOMRMBRIBH)AUIM)0 NI afl
GO0 @YaIOMo H2IYIMN). DLIZHO KHEOMILISHITNRYHS GI0)AUMIN )00, GIO}AILI
BROIB(BOTVMEBBB)OS %\J)og,ﬂmo Ryenileil allailw GalaHl® m%jqﬁ@@oeﬂ.ﬂa O I0]ald
Sl&E80HS M0 @Y IBlEN)EMINP0 CMOMIDM HO2IDMIOTIT3 @AI &)S)ME BRADO
QUODOSHQUMB M@YB6) TLOWISAEEI. GMIMIOLI AIRERM, PaladMo 2] (louilom
(AR af)MIAUVNENHS MDY BHONGRIBHIMB TVOWIBH)M TVIMUCTE: MB6)]
©lcla] alys@1alea0W)o MSAUBHMEIOVIENe MUBIMEAIOMILN0 Mo aBOQS)HNIN @]
Memoeils: (a1aIdemMEaEBUlEdR] a0glaidenoad aBaico®)o a3emWlaflenyam).

20180 HeomIlendmed XRlalmomloal 26900} IV)(AIWIM dvoale MIEBRB)6OS
(10BNM T HHOV] (WORLW @O S)EDYAM). 2007 BHESENIG 9 MYO@ 12 AUOO TVEIS]a)
MAHS MBWHS alBlu0)ED af)aflMIEHH0a|@ IV)IAOEBEITT AIDOIVM®TVRHUBSHOW)BS
&HOMM WwamoadlmWlenel 180-185, 187 §1, 86 § 3 af)aMT HOGMIMBH U (aldh000
DO®OHMS}OM Hal01Q MIa0}AIMNalS aB(Na00 HISHMIG &»W1WIOW
alolw)aall®moal mmWle's al®lmo00am 208alda|©)OS @M cmoels
@00 1H00COMINS 2)010Q)al}® BBINVMOMING @RELIAHMIV] 6mMIM 2008 RMAIA] 18
-00 ®loo] mlwdly ailaice MIEBE8AICOWI0 BDVE3IWIH00W] @RAIWIE)MM).

1945 600 25-M ®0)AIL0 EROIBBINVMOVIG HENO0 &HISHMIZIA AI0)»1
Moo @RMMERWIOSWV)o AHMIWV] RMla MIVE® HA@OM V)03 all350e0M
OOIM)GUoaHo 1961 @ @oyaIRl MManag cadl eeamd aavalmocldlad aeaidls
afla o8Ol ¢2IBam). ¢0odlnel §(ala]IMI EHIEBHIG HOBAIIIV(@o alCla]
1970 84;6506nUA 10-0)  TVELCIIMY M@ EEEMMOBMVLOM )EaMIVIG@MIN deaId]
Halgo MV1H0la]). MEaj0POOD MICOME] BBONVMOTISAI 2RIMNA C2aIRINITE alDED
a0l®} 00)(U0}aH @RYO0El2] 6N a(sNInOIN2JM 1974 MYD@I 1979 AUNOVIBH HOLIOD @10)
Qe BBINVMOMING H(al0H9)}E0QA3, BBIIVM CIVIUIGI 31 WOdSA ag)an
Melsgla (aadomla). cooaleeal odemidomloa wsmlcagmiglolaaln) milamisndd
@lcISHVI@ CWIHSEOG CMSIW Miad). @02 1987 @ 2LIBHO ¢aRAE HILAIMIE]
VS 90550001 BldleOMOV. 2eIB0 HIVAINICIVIHS @@ICOMI(® EIOSEIH
@a20M@BIN) 6Nl @M EMH@I@Io MGHIVM. 1990 B®EI 97 QOO GIOYQILI
oL@ ¢RI HomI(Welong alle:0clwoloym). 1997@ §21EB0)E MSAUGHWVOS
afl:00lwo)e @O)AILD BBITVM M)W EHIa|C0Q BOEMROOW)o MIVWAGOMOV.
2000 QAIHOW)BB HOLICLISOIIGE BBOTVMOMIAEI alfl ISS|HBIESW)o TLN0AIMEBS)
650 MIBERIEMOTIM CM@MY®Io M@,

2001-@3 6Nl @M ahetinlfldl Gaooaiallgelo agdavleyglal Wwwos:s0owi
21)0MEICVOYS)OM). ®SCMBB »0LIVSAG aetinlUfldl FOWHGE cHocsEHlO
aflallw @MYNITW TVNJAIMEBW - HUWME CHICBE, aNIGAMI] ¢HIC8E, MPaVlod)
63068R M)SaEBlRAl - o)A 1BClE9)MEMINSIajo @@IRBOTVMOmIeal aflallw
00)(U0)aHO GRRIRIHSIEIN0 (aIAIGEDa]). TV CHIGCBR)HB)HSW)o MYMaldH Ail3y0

107



Pastoral Letters

LIVEBB)HSW)0 BOMORISMIAIORIQ @RAIMIUVEBBUBHN)CAINE] 6Nl @O} CMHOIO
O NSOV l0](V0N6BBUI a3Qo LOGRLOAIENM).

DlY)E® HAMIM Ol NI af(6Ia00 BIBHMIZM 2008 LRMAUAG] 300) AUYIPI$a1
eoafloer 8 aemles @loyale eV GRITMBM &l Wweladnala) oMo algo murle
Gloe)H)o 2008 Han(ENRAICT 9 MIWIFal ©O0PRI 8 BEMIBe @)0I0Q)al}® HAVMG
6ROMaLM SHOmI(Welalnnl] ea®IMIV] @RE3n00 @PElAHUIBE MOB:)E:W)BO6M). D
dlaly 5:306BSl03 016@S) Maes MRWInel GREIMAI HA(®IE0elamOTen)calenE]
(1081 BH)AUOMY0 BRMY(NaOTMRIBIAIMI0 FAICOW)o NI HHEMIHN) D).

2005 ©an(N1)QIG] 10-00 MV DEIO HEOMILINSNITVE CRRA (@T@(ﬁo%ﬂo@%ﬂqﬁ(&:%)o
2@ a13alldlcelss 9AECMOa|STIOMm ERM)MIACl] HeBAUEMIN MM aloW)AM)o
maes meoRlalloonilene w)wmlene 663a1»:2001 Ma)es BocaLinldaealglcl
M) 2OMOAEIOMEBUE @6l2j0l)AM)o al}MBTVAdajiMo alQ)aoM@0W] 2008
®an(nnaIcl 10-00 M1V Mo &HIEMOLBHEIMo @R 21B1EN) B, @REMM Blaimvo
naes 093a0eIvEBEglane all.d:)3momUes GWato &ICMILIBNInImIS DVAMM)
SHO)o HCMILINEHIEIM (aITDIRHM MSTMSHVI0 6)2IGYENBOEM.

D AUGUHOM EMIMIN2I06MAIJ0 MANHS TVBVYHS of)RI0 U0)(UD)aHBB)o BRAIW]
enNss MamHs MoLENAle HACMINNN® VUVYGINV@ANTE M@YBE MTBMAIGIGlBM
9OBAOING MEMaOOVIG AIBO)QIM MH0A MVaOIWVEHHS. D CGMIMIHAG @AV
MOMIG M0 @RY2IBIHNAN HAITVA0 BaOTVITNIENSS GHAOMIUIY BGLUDY (ST @)
allod osueMI@ AIY2a1EONIT 180815800 GRAG alTWITNVAOMOIG 9udajda)
@OM 2ONIMEWIOMR 2aClAWGLIGS (IGAIMTIENQI000 MRHE MSWIHOS.

@RVO) HHBAIRIMINN® aldl. &MIPACIVOMHBV)0, @RAIVEMIL!I TVA}OCV
6M@)o, aflutlauyo MEMHS MOV 20360 YB1aO0VWESV)o, MBI AflUd)RLO)
GS©)o (aldBMOMBSOG3 MO, @RYEIM.

ag)am,
HGomoailad MlaBs)es allm1myo)wd)eHl

p
23.01.2008

JRS R, 6230703 6200 eniemeilewn’ Glalmi’ edemeilenienidnnd
al50, O1EIUMAl3@o 28180 SEOMILNENIMERWINS 62RO G1RAgl3enilatal

GD](&CUQ(TUQ(T)OGD 610)BRSJ6)S allmoeal..

N.B.: @9 &Eiaih @RSJOMAUO)IM a00000$al ail. &)3nIomaceby MeMes afeld aIzsle
gleno, olavad ca(BeEBSlRl)0, @ROIWMO BH(MBEBSIEN0 QAIWIELNEMRMI6T).

108



On the Appintment of the new Metropolitan

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to all Metropolitans, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

CPL 2/2008

Praise be to t
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Bishops, Rev. Priests, Deacons, dear Religious
and beloved Faithful in Christ!

We are entering into the Season of Lent, the most important period of the
Liturgical Year of the Church. The Church originates from the salvific events
of the Lord Jesus Christ, her bridegroom, which continues in the world and
makes the fruit of salvation available to the people of God. Jesus Christ “in
order to make her (the Church) holy by cleansing her with the washing of
water by the word, so as to present the Church to himself in splendor, without
a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind — yes, so that she may be holy and
without blemish” (Eph 5:26-27)

We ought to behold Lent as a means of this sanctification and to share
whole-heartedly in the observances of the Lent. Just as the people of God of
the Old Testament were led to repentance, penance and renewal of life, God
welcomes the Church, the new Israel. The Lord utters, “Yet even now, return
to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping and with mourning: rend
your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relents
from punishing” (Joel 2:12-13).

The Lenten prayers of the Malankara Catholic Church clearly testify that
there is more importance to interior renovation than external observances of
Lent: “The Fast that abstains from food and drink is small; but the poor merits
great reward. The Lord accepts his Fast, But he, who has nothing to give, but
mingles love with his fast, is counted with the spiritual beings and will be
made worthy for the bridal chamber at his resurrection” (Prayer of Lent, Tuesday
morning, 2" Qolo). | invite all to observe this year’s Lent along with the “year
of the Word’, observed by the Universal Church and to stir up spiritual life.
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When we celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of the Archieparchies of Trivandrum
and Tiruvalla of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church with various apostolic
and missionary activities we do them in the spirit of the Lent. I exhort all to set
apart the financial savings we gather as result of our fast, abstinence and other
acts of penance for the apostolic activities we undertake, under the auspices of
the individual, of the parish and of the Church as a whole.

I wish to officially inform you about another event of great importance in
the life of the Malankara Catholic Church. | have appointed Very Rev. Fr.
Abraham Kakkanatt as the Head of the Eparchy of Moovattupuzha on 18
January 2008, whom the Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church, held in session
from 9-12 October 2007, had elected as per canons 180-185, 18781 and 86 § 3
of the CCEO and duly approved by the Apostolic authority of Pope Benedict
the XVI.

The Bishop-elect, who was born on 25 May 1945, as the son of Varghese
and Annamma Kakkanatt at Kallooppara in the Archdiocese of Tiruvalla, joined
the Infant Minor Seminary at Tiruvalla in 1961 as a candidate for the priesthood
after his school education. Having completed his Theological course from the
Propaganda College, Rome; he received his Sacerdotal Ordination from
Zacharias Mar Athanasios on 10 October 1970. Fr. Abraham began his priestly
ministry at the Malabar regions, now belonging to the Eparchy of Bathery.
During the period from 1974-1979, Fr. Abraham worked as the Diocesan
procurator and Dirctor of the Social Works of the Eparchy. Having secured
Doctorate in Biblical Theology from the Urbanian University, Rome; Rev. Fr.
Abraham was appointed Rector of the Malankara Major Seminary in 1987.
The quarters for the Philosophy Section of the Malankara Seminary was built
under his supervision. He was the parish priest of the St. John’s Cathedral,
Tiruvalla during the period from 1970-1979. In 1997, he was appointed parish
priest at Chengaroor and as Corporate Manager of Schools of the Eparchy. He
pioneered the construction of several churches and institutions till the year
2000.

In 2001 Fr. Abraham took charge as Executive Director of the Pushpagiri
Hospital. During the period that followed, he completed various institutions —
Dental College, Pharmacy College, Nursing College etc. annexed to the
Pushpagiri Medical College. In the meantime, he engaged himself in several
missionary enterprises of the Archdiocese of Tiruvalla. Several attempts made
under his leadership for getting established the constitutional rights of the
Private Sector colleges and Schools of the Minority Communities are praise
worthy.
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On the Appintment of the new Metropolitan

The Bishop-Elect Very Rev. Fr. Abraham Kakkanatt shall be ordained
Remban at the St. John’s Cathedral, Tiruvalla on Wednesday, 30 January at
8.00 am. On Saturday, 9 February 2008, he will be consecrated Bishop at the
St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Muvattupuzha at 8.00 a.m. I invite all to take part in
these sacred functions, to pray for the new Bishop of our Church and to obtain
blessings.

Commemorating the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the
Major Archiepiscopal status on 10 February 2005, we observe 10 February
2008 as 'Catholicate Day" in order o express our gratitude to God for this favor,
to discern the obligations that are entrusted to us for our ecclesial life and
service and to re-dedicate ourselves. On that day, the Catholicate flag is to be
hoisted and the *Oath of the Catholicate Day’ taken in every church after the
celebration of the Holy Sacrifice.

May the observance of the current year’s Lent, all our ecclesial services
and our active participation in them, help us to grow in the love of God given
to us through Jesus Christ, the Lord. Through the Paschal Mysteries we celebrate
at the close of this Lent, having become sharers in the Salvific Events of Jesus
Christ, the Lord and being united with his salutary sufferings, let us be enabled
to enter into the glory of his resurrection.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

+arednds oot
23.01.2008 —

Catholicate Centre Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos,
Pattom, Trivandrum  Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B. :This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship
during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to all Metropolitans, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

CCL-1/2007

CIRCULAR

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Bishops, Rev. Priests, Deacons, dear Religious and
beloved Faithful in Christ!

The Malankara Reunion on 20 September1930 was a remarkably great event that
has produced far-reaching good results in the history of the Church. History has proved
that this event was a culmination of the merciful divine plan designed to fulfill the
salvation of humankind and to promote the ecclesial life. The door of Communion of
the Universal Church was opened widely for all the Malankarites when the Holy See
elevated our Church to the rank of a Major Archiepiscopal Church.

Every 20 September is an occasion of happiness, celebration, gratitude and
evaluation for the children of the Malankara Church. It is an occasion to look back on
the way we treaded and to give thanks to the wonderful providence of God. And it is
also an occasion when we have officially declared Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the founder
of Reunion Movement, as the Servant of God, on completion of the first stage of the
cause of canonisation. We also celebrate the 125™ birth anniversary of the Servant of
God Mar Ivanios of happy memory and the platinum jubilee of the constitution of the
Hierarchy of our Church. It is also noteworthy that this is an occasion of the golden
jubilee of the missionary activities of the Malankara Catholic Church to the Malabar
regions. Hence, the celebration of this anniversary of the Reunion movement is a
historical moment of the convergence of various events that we commemorate with
gratitude and celebrate with fullness of heart.

The Eparchy of Bathery is hosting the 77" anniversary celebrations of the Reunion
movement. The celebration will be held at Kodenchery near Kozhikode from 19 to 21
September 2007.

The theme chosen for the celebration is “The Church is the sacrament of unity”.
This is a theme for serious daily meditation for the Malankarites who have undertaken
the ministry of unity as their special mission. Imbibing the changes of the time, this
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On 77th Reunion Day

theme should be made a subject for our prayer and study. | remind you that all priests,
religious and the faithful shall give full cooperation and demonstrate our strength of
unity.

The Church is passing through a particular phase of history. It is an occasion for
us to enliven the faith in the Church, dedication in our ministry, the solicitude in the
field of service, and commitment to our society. But, many and manifold are the
problems that prevent us from fulfilling the freedom of religion. The field of education
is in a soup. There are various activities that deny the freedom to work according to
the rights guaranteed by the constitution of our country. The Church should reawaken
herself fully and work for the serious mission of our Church which has been elevated
to the Major Archiepiscopal status. We should give special attention to the renewal of
the individuals, families and parishes. We ought not forget our responsibility to pray
for the unity of the Church and shall do penance for the same. This ministry of unity is
most dear to our Lord. At this time, when our human society is suffering due to natural
disasters and epidemics, we should be specially in the forefront to express empathy
and solidarity to our brothers and sisters. We shall not forget that we live and serve
amidst a generation of increasing sins. We should follow the way of prayer and penance
shown by our revered predecessors. We should pray and do penance for the
sanctification of the world and the renewal of the Universal Church, especially the
Malankara Catholic Church. Let us bring before God the special intention of our Church.

Let us observe with special devotion the Eight-day fast observed this year in
preparation for the feast of the nativity of the blessed mother. On any one of the days
of this fast, Eucharistic adoration should be held and special prayers offered in all our
parishes, mission centres and religious houses and a day be observed for fasting. We
are all aware of the fruits of prayers with fasting. Prayer and fasting are highly rewarding.

May God Almighty bless you all abundantly and lead you.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the

Mother of God and all the Saints, especially that of our Father and Apostle St. Thomas
and of the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

A Banelnbs oLoonet
_
20.8. 2007
Malankara Catholicate Centre Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos,
Pattom, Trivandrum Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

N.B. :This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship
during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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News

Laying of the Foundation Stone
for the Catholicate Centre

On 18 January 2008, on the occasion of the first Feast of Commemoration
of Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos, the foundation stone of the
Catholicate Centre blessed by His Eminence Cardinal Moussa Daoud,
the former Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and the
late Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos, the first Major Archbishop of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, was laid by Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis Catholicos at Pattom. Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar
Koorilos, the Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod and all the other
Metropolitans of the Malankara Catholic Episcopal Synod were present
at the function. Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor, Rev.
Dr. John Kochuthundil, Vice-Chancellor, Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedathu,
the Procurator and Rev. Sr. Dhanya SIC, Curia office Secretary organized
the function.
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