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Eiitarial

THE CONGREGATION FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES
AND
THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

“The Church, in Christ, is in the nature of a sacrament - a sign and
instrument, that is, of communion with God and unity among all men” (LG 1).
This Church is seen to be “a people brought into unity from the unity of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit” (LG 4). This Church in Christ, which is
his mystical body, is “made up of the faithful who are organically united in the
Holy Spirit by the same faith, the same sacraments and the same government”
(OE 2). “Holding a rightful place in the communion of the Church there are
also particular Churches that retain their own traditions, without prejudice to
the Chair of Peter which presides over the whole assembly of charity and
protects their legitimate variety while at the same time taking care that these
differences do not hinder unity, but rather contribute to it. Finally, between all
the various parts of the Church there is a bond of communion whereby spiritual
riches, apostolic workers and temporal resources are shared” (LG 13). Thus it
can be seen that the Church of Christ as it exists today is a communion of
Churches.

The communion that exists among Churches is ecclesiastical communion
and it is expressed in hierarchical communion, by which the episcopate of a
Church as the communion of the successors of the Apostles is in communion
with the Roman Pontiff, the successor of Peter, the head of the college of
Apostles and the members are in communion among themselves.

This communion is guaranteed, manifested and fostered through a number
of ways. One such means the Roman Pontiff employs “to glue the whole
Church together in communion” (Pastor Bonus 2) is the Roman Curia. The
cooperation which the Roman Curia brings to the Supreme Pontiff is rooted in
the ministry of unity. “This unity is in the first place the unity of faith, governed
and constituted by the sacred deposit of which Peter’s successor is the chief
guardian and protector and through which indeed he receives his highest
responsibility, that of strengthening his brothers” (Pastor Bonus 11)

With regard to the Oriental Churches, the organ of the Roman Curia that
the Roman Pontiff uses to articulate and actualize ecclesiastical and hierarchical
communion in the life of the Church is the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches. Pope Pius IX constituted a special section named the Sacra
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Congregatio de Prpogranda Fide pro Negotiis Ritus Orientalis within the Sacra
Congregatio de Prpogranda Fide on 6 January 1862 with the Apostolic
Constitution Romani Pontifices. Pope Benedict XV declared it independent
on 1 May 1917 with the Motu Proprio Dei Providentis and named it Congregatio
pro Ecclesia Orientali. The Motu Proprio Sancta Dei Ecclesia of 25 March
1938 by Pope Pius XI assigned more powers to the congregation. With the
Apostolic Constitution Regimini Ecclesiae Universae of 15 August 1967 Pope
Paul VI changed the name of the Dicastery to Congregatio pro Ecclesiis
Orientalibus (Congregation for the Oriental Churches). More recently Pope
John Paul 11, with the Apostolic Constitution Pastor Bonus, promulgated on
28 June 1988, assigned more rights and obligations to the Congregation.

According to Article 56 of Pastor Bonus, the competence of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches extends over all concerning the status,
rights, and obligations of persons or things, affecting the Catholic Oriental
Churches, which are to be referred to the Apostolic See. It considers matters
regarding the structure and organization of the Churches, the exercise of the
office of teaching, sanctifying and governing. It also handles everything that
has to be done concerning quinquennial reports and the ad limina visits.
However, this “does not infringe on the proper and exclusive competence of
the Congregations for the Doctrine of Faith and for the Causes of Saints, of the
Apostolic Penitentiary, the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura or the
Tribunal of the Roman Rota, as well as of the Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments for what pertains to dispensation from a
marriage ratum et non consummatum” (Pastor Bonus Art. 58 82). The
Congregation also serves the eparchies, bishops, clergy, religious and faithful
of the Oriental Churches.

In regions where Oriental Churches have been preponderant from
ancient times, apostolic and missionary activity depends solely on this
Congregation, even if it is carried out by missionaries of the Latin Church
(Pastor Bonus, Art. 60). Thus it has the exclusive authority over regions of
Egypt and the Sinai Peninsula, Eritrea and Northern Ethiopia, Southern Albania
and Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, Jordan
and Turkey.

The Congregation is constituted of a Cardinal Prefect assisted by a
Secretary and twenty-seven Cardinals, one Archbishop and four Bishops,
designated by the Pope for five years. The Patriarchs and Major Archbishops
of the Oriental Churches, and the President of the Council for Promoting
Christian Unity with which it is in constant collaboration are ipso iure members
of the Congregation (Pastor Bonus Art. 57 81 and 61).
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For the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, as an Oriental Church, the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches is a facilitator of ecclesiastical
communion of the Malankara Church with the Church of Rome and of
hierarchical communion with the Roman Pontiff. Ever since the rupture of the
bond of communion between the Apostolic See of Rome and the St. Thomas
Christians of India in the year 1653, there were attempts to heal this wound.
The prelates of the Puthenk(ttukar tried again and again for reunion with the
Apostolic See of Rome. These contacts with the Holy See have naturally taken
place through the Congregation de Propaganda Fide and later through the
Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Churches. It was the attempt of Mar
Ivanios, the Bishop of Bethany that became successful and which brought
about the communion of the Malankara Church with the Apostolic See of
Rome. The Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Churches played a decisive
role in this attempt. It was the decision of the Sacred Congregation for the
Oriental Church on 4 July 1930 that assured the preservation of the Syrian
Rite of Antioch as used in the whole Malankara. The reuniting Bishops were
directly dependent on the Holy See without any dependence on the Syrian
Patriarch of Antioch and the Syro-Malabar Catholics of the Chaldean Rite.
The question on the use of the titles of Catholicos and Catholicate were to be
discussed later as the then Catholicos was not reuniting. (See Cyril
Malancharuvil, The Syro-Malankara Church, Pontifical Institute of Philosophy
and Theology, Alwaye, 1973, page 128-131).

It was under these assurances that Archbishop Mar lvanios and Mar
Theophilos and others achieved ecclesiastical communion with the Apostolic
See of Rome on 20 September 1930. The Holy See further promoted and
strengthened and perfected the ecclesiastical communion with the reconstitution
of the Hierarchy of the Malankara Catholic in the Catholic communion through
the Apostolic Constitution Christo Pastorum Principi of Pope Pius XI given
on 11 June 1932.

Ever since the Malankara Church attained communion with the
Universal Church, this bond was nurtured by a mutual relationship with the
Apostolic See in General and the Roman Pontiff in person through the
relationship with the Congregations for the Oriental Churches. Besides all other
canonical acts of power of governance, the Prefects of the Congregation for
the Oriental Churches fostered the communion by their personal pastoral visits
to the Malankara Catholic Church as Delegates of the Holy Father.

The Visit of His Eminence Eugene Cardinal Tisserant in November
1953 was a momentous event in the history of the Malankara Catholic Church.
His visit gave a boost to the growth of this Church in every aspect. Similarly
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the visit of His Eminence Cardinal Massimilano De Furstenberg in February
1968 was another event that spurred the growth of this Church.

On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Reunion
Movement in December 1980, His Eminence Wladyslaw Cardinal Ruben, the
then Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, was the Papal
Delegate at the celebration. After the celebration he conducted a pastoral
visitation to the Malankara Catholic Church. He encouraged the desire of the
Church to establish a Major Seminary. It was on 18 and 19 August 1987 that
Simon Cardinal Lourdusamy, the then Prefect of the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches visited the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church on behalf of
the Holy See. His Eminence Achille Cardinal Silvestrini, the Prefect of the
Oriental Congregation visited the Malankara Catholic Church on 11, 12 and
13 February 1996.

The period of His Beatitude Ignace Moussa Daoud, the Patriarch Emeritus
of the Syrian Catholic Church of Antioch as the Prefect of the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches will go down in golden letters in the history of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. He first visited Malankara on 26, 27, and
28 December 2000 when he was the Papal Delegate for the Christu Jayanthi
Maha Jubilee and the Sapthathy (70 years) celebrations of the Reunion
Movement. It was during his period as Prefect of the Congregation, on 10
February 2005, that the Roman Pontiff, Pope John Paul Il elevated the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church to the hierarchical status of a Major Archiepiscopal
Church. A Major Archiepiscopal Church is governed by a Major Archbishop
assisted by the Synod of Bishops of the Church. Though the Major Archbishop
is not bestowed with the patriarchal title, he exercises patriarchal powers in
the governance of the Church entrusted to him in communion with the Holy
Synod according to the norm of law. This was received in Malankara according
to its particular law which equates such a hierarchical head with the hierarchical
figure of a Catholicos. Thus it became a Church governed by a Catholios assisted
by the Episcopal Synod of the Church. It was a crowning moment of the
efforts of the Servant of God, Archbishop Mar Ivanios. What was postponed
to be accepted by the Holy See at a later time came to be actualized when His
Eminence Cardinal Moussa Daoud officiated at the enthronement of His
Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios as the First Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church on 14 May 2005.

The visit of His Eminence Cardinal Sandri, the present Prefect of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches, on 10 Novemeber 2008 is the recent
historical event as an expression of the living bond of communion which the
Malankara Church fosters with the Apostolic See of Rome and the Roman
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Pontiff who presides in charity over the entire communion of Churches. It
was an occasion for the Malankara Catholic Church to express its gratitude for
the constant support of the Apsotolic See and the Roman Pontiff gives for the
growth for the Malankara Church.

Speaking on the life of the Servant of God, Mar lvanios, His Eminence
Cardinal Sandri said, “He responded to the prophetic call to act upon the Biblical
mandate to facilitate union within the Body of Christ. Mar Ivanios, the prophetic
voice of oneness before Christ and within Christ, embraced the responsibility
to fulfill the clear scriptural mandate. He led the Reunion Movement,
culminating in the reception to the Catholic communion in 1930. In this
undertaking he was supported by Mar Theophilus. Together, they represent
what a desire to be faithful to the Gospel actually entails” (Homily at Trivandrum
on 10.11.2008; see this issue of MALANKARA, page 59-60) In the
Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
convened by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos on the
occasion of the visit of his Eminence the Cardinal, he commends the
extraordinary growth the Malankara Catholic Church has brought about,
especially during this anniversary year in which the Church celebrates the
Platinum Jubilee of the establishment of the Malankara Hierarchy. His
Eminence recalling those prior events which led to the communion of the
Servant of God Mar lvanios with the Catholic Church on 20 September 1930,
said, “In his courageous action to implement reunion, as well as in his
remarkable pastoral initiatives thereafter, he provides us with a true model for
the role of a bishop during our own era.” (Message of Leonardo Cardinal Sandri,
the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches at the Extraordinary
Synod of the SMCC, See this issue of MALANKARA, page 61)

After the Holy Qurbono at the St. Mary's Cathedral His Eminence
announced the decision of the Holy See to raise St. Mary's Queen of Peace
Church, Palayam to the status of a Minor Basilica, the first ever established
Minor Basilica in the Malankara Church.

The visits of the Prefects of Congregation for the Oriental Churches as
Delegates of the Holy Father had lasting significance for the Syro-Malankara
Church. The impression they carried with them and reports they gave to the
Holy Father have helped to keep up a warm relationship of communion. Here
are the words of of His Eminence: “May | commend these extraordinary
initiatives. And may | further encourage you to perpetuate your emphasis
upon ecumenical dialogue, together with your devotion to the Holy See. Itis
indeed a joy to note that the Patron selected for the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum is none other than St. Peter. This is a clear indication of your



Church’s commitment to that same St. Peter’s successors” (Message of
Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches at the Extraordinary Synod of the SMCC, See this issue of
MALANKARA, page...)

The present Volume 1V, Number 2 of the MALANKARA brings forth
the messages delivered by His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri on his
above-mentioned visit to the Malankara Catholic Church and the report of the
Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod convened by His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis, in honour of the Papal Delegate. Besides these, this volume
brings to the readers the report of the Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod.
In the part of the documentation, the decree of elevating the Church of Our
Lady, Queen of Peace at Palayam in Trivandrum, Kerala, as a Minor Basilica
is given.

Big thanks to the Readers and to those who helped us to edit this volume
of the MALANKARA.

- Editors
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT
OF HIS EMINENCE LEONARDO CARDINAL SANDRI
THE PREFECT OF THE CONGREGATION FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES

(10 October 2008)

REPORT

Besides the liturgical reception, the Holy Qurbono and the public reception
and meeting to honour His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of
the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and the Representative of the Holy
Father, on his official visit to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church (SMCC)
His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked an
extraordinary session of the Holy Episcopal Synod (HES) of the Church at
5.30 p.m. on Monday, 10 October 2008 at Thirusannidhi, the Major
Archiepiscopal House, Pattom, Trivandrum.

All the Synod Fathers - His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos (President of the Holy Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
(Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev.
Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas and Most Rev. Jacob
Mar Barnabas — were present. Msgr. Marizio Malvestiti and Rev. Fr. Johnson
Varghese Kaimalayil, the officials of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches, who accompanied the Cardinal Prefect, were special invitees to the
HES. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Metropolitan Emeritus of
Tiruvalla, excused himself from attending the Synod due to his health condition.

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia, recorded the minutes of the Holy Synod.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the President of the HES
welcomed His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri to the extraordinary session
of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. He also
welcomed Rt. Rev. Msgr. Maurizio Malvestiti, the Secretary of the Prefect
and Very Rev. Fr. Johnson Varghese Kaimalayil from the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches as special invitees to the Holy Synod. His Beatitude said,
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“Today we started the day with the liturgical reception accorded to His Eminence
and with the Holy Qurbono. After a tight schedule of visits thereafter, now we
are extremely happy, that His eminence is participating in this Holy Synod”.
His Beatitude recounted the events which took place in the life of the Malankara
Catholic Church ever after that fostered relationship with the Apostolic See.
We have kept up unconditional loyalty to the Holy See. The Holy See has
been always gracious to us. The pastoral visits of the former Prefects of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches to us have strengthened the Malankara
Catholic Church. His Beatitude specially recalled with gratitude the gracious
gesture of the Roman Pontiff in elevating our Church to the status of a Major
Archiepiscopal Church and thanked the service of His Beatitude Ignace Cardinal
Moussa Daoud as the then Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches. Thanking His Eminence Cardinal Sandri for his readiness to be
present at Holy Episcopal Synod, His Beatitude said that the Synod-in-session
was an expression of the communion that the Apostolic Malankara Catholic
Church enjoys with the Apostolic See of Rome. He declared the Synod open
as an extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on the occasion of the
visitation of the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches.

THE AGENDA

The agenda of the Holy Synod was the sharing of some of the aspects of
the Malankara ecclesial life with His Eminence, the Cardinal Prefect of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches. His Beatitude the Catholicos asked
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod, to moderate the
sharing session.

THE DELIBERATIONS

His Excellency Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Apostolic Visitator of
the Malankara Catholics residing in India in the Extra-Territorial Regions
(ETRI) of the SMCC, spoke about the missionary vision of the Church. He
reminded that the SMCC is by its very nature a missionary Church. The Eparchy
of Marthandom is a living testimony of this aspect of the Church. The
emigration of the Malankarites to the metropolitan cities and other parts of
India is yet another development in the missionary life of this Church. On
behalf of the Faithful of our Church in the ETRI, he thanked the Roman Pontiff
and the Congregation for the Oriental Churches for appointing him Apostolic
Visitator for the Malankara Catholic Faithful of the region. Ever since his
appointment, they have become very lively due to the presence of an Episcopal
leadership. He brought to the notice of His Eminence the Cardinal Prefect that
the People are eagerly looking forward to a stable canonical arrangement for
their pastoral care and ecclesial life.
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His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios shared with His Eminence
the Cardinal the progress of the Cause of Canonization of Archbishop Mar
Ivanios. He requested the help of the Apostolic See, especially of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches, in this matter.

His Excellency Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios spoke about the status of
the Oriental Churches in the Universal Church and their participation in the
life of the Church. He brought to the attention of His Eminence the Cardinal
Prefect that the Malankara Catholic Church being raised to the status of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church should obtain a corresponding participation,
through the Father and Head of the Church, in the decision making bodies of
the Universal Church.

His Excellency Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, as the Apostolic Visitator
appointed for the Malankara Catholics living in North America and Europe,
spoke about the situation of the SMCC Faithful in this part of the world. He
also spoke about the need of a procura of the Malankara Catholic Church in
Rome and enquired whether the Congregation for the Oriental Churches could
come to the help of the SMCC in this regard.

His Grace Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos briefed His Eminence the
Cardinal on the status of the codification of the Particular Law of the SMCC.
He informed His Eminence that the codification is nearing completion.

His Excellency Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, sharing his
experience with international organizations brought to the attention of His
Eminence the Cardinal Prefect that the Oriental Congregation may encourage
the international ecclesiastical organizations to be more open to Churches like
the Malankara Catholic Church, especially in helping the priests of the Church
in matters of their social security schemes.

His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios spoke on active
participation and co-operation of the Priests, Religious and the Laity in the life
of the SMCC. He also dealt with the cooperation of the Laity and the Priests
in our Church, which is very much encouraging and exemplary. Similarly, he
elucidated the role of our Major Seminary in the formation of the Priests of the
Malankara Catholic Church.

RESPONSE AND MESSAGE FROM HIS EMINENCE THE CARDINAL PREFECT

As the Synod Fathers completed their sharing, His Eminence Leonardo
Cardinal Sandri addressed the Synod. First of all he responded to the sharing
by the Most Rev. Bishops. On requests like support for the cause of canonization
of Archbishop Mar lvanios, assistance to open a procura of the Malankara
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Church in Rome and support for the social security for priests, he promised to
use his good offices for the purpose. For opening the procura in Rome he
wanted the SMCC “to keep its radars open”, so that it would be able to locate
when such chance would appear, as and when a religious congregation or a
parish in Rome restructure its infrastructure and activities. Concerning
representation of the SMCC in the Universal Church, His Eminence assured
the Holy Synod that he would speak to the Holy Father about it. He also
appreciated the pastoral involvement of the Apostolic Visitors outside the proper
territory of the SMCC. He said that the endeavor for canonical provisions in
the region is moving ahead step by step. His Eminence also appreciated the
cordiality and the synodal spirit within the Episcopate of the SMCC.

In his written message read out to the members of the Holy Synod, he
expressed his great appreciation of the SMCC, especially as the Church is
celebrating the year of the Platinum Jubilee of the reconstitution of the
Malankara Hierarchy in Catholic communion. He emulated the reunion
attempts of the Servant of God, Archbishop Mar Ivanios and appreciated the
spectacular growth of the SMCC from 5 to 400,000 as per Directory 2006 of
the SMCC with 551 Eparchial Priests, 122 Religious Priests and 1808 Religious
Sisters. He also said that had it not been for Archbishop Mar Ivanios, a leader
led by God and with prophetic vision, all these would not have materialized.
He advised the Church to perpetuate her emphasis upon ecumenical dialogue
together with her devotions to the Holy See. He concluded the message
communicating the nearness and affection of the Supreme Shepherd, His
Holiness Pope Benedict XV and his special blessings to each one of the Bishops
and to the whole of the SMCC.

CONCLUSION
His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, again communicated to His
Eminence the Cardinal the Church’s joy and gratitude for his visit to the
Malankara Church. He also thanked all the Most Rev. Bishops for their
participation in the Synod. Acknowledging the valuable service of Rt. Rev.
Msgr. Maurizio Malvestiti and Very Rev. Fr. Johnson Kaimalayil for the SMCC
as the officials of the Congregations for the Oriental Churches, His Beatitude
thanked them warmly.
After the concluding prayers, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis together with
His Eminence Cardinal Sandri imparted apostolic blessings.

& Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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The Seventh Holy Episcopal Synod

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE,
THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE SEVENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 17 TO 21 NOVEMBER 2008

Dear Synod Fathers,

| am very happy to welcome you all, my venerable brothers in the Episcopate
of our Church, to this Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. This Synod
takes place in the backdrop of the just concluded Roman Synod that pondered
over “the Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church”. But before |
share with you the experience of my participation in the Synod, I am immensely
happy to convey to you the Apostolic blessings imparted by the Holy Father
on our Church, especially on you, brother Bishops.

For me personally, it was a great experience to participate in the Roman
Synod. It unwrapped to me the riches of the Word of God as contained in the
Holy Bible. My interaction with the Patriarchs of the Eastern Churches,
Archbishops and Bishops representing the Episcopate of the Church around
the world widened my horizon of ecclesial vision. | spoke in the Synod on
behalf of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. | focused on the Word of God
and the Apostolic Tradition in India, the Word of God and its reception in the
Church in India, the Word of God and the Dalit Christians.

My dear Brother Bishops, in this context, | am reminded of our St. Thomas
Christian practice of giving special emphasis to the Word of God, especially in
our daily life. 1 urge you to encourage our Faithful to continue the tradition of
revering the Bible. The custom of praying, singing and reading from the Bible
at home during the evening and morning prayers and on all important occasions
of personal and family life is to be fostered.

The homily during the Holy Qurbono should be real breaking of the Word
of God rather than merely communicating a message. | also urge all priests,
religious and the faithful to improve the quality of reading and presenting the
Word of God during our Liturgical celebrations, especially at the celebration
of the Divine Liturgy. Inthis regard great care should be taken to train the altar
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boys to do the Bible readings with proper preparation, unction and with fear
and awe to the Word of God.

One thing that touched me most during the days of the Roman Synod was
the great esteem the Holy Father has been showing towards the traditions of
the Oriental Churches in living the Word of God.

The Holy Qurbono that Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios and I, together
with the Malankara Catholic Faithful - Priests, Religious and the Laity —residing
in Rome and who had come to Rome to participate in the celebration of the
canonization of Blessed Alphonsa, celebrated at the main altar of St. Peter’s
Basilica was another blessed event and experience. We prayed for the entire
Church.

The pastoral visitation of His Eminence Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches on 10 November was another occasion
for our Malankara Catholic Church to express our communion with the
Apostolic See of Rome and our veneration to the Holy Father. The one-day
visit of the Prefect was a success due to your active participation. You owe my
personal gratitude and that of the Church.

We are now gathered in the Holy Spirit for Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod of our Church. May the Spirit of the Lord enkindle in us the fire of
divine love! The Lord God has always led our Church through wonderful ways.
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God and the Mother of our Church,
intercede for us all.

I declare this Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church open.

®Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop



THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(17-21 November 2008)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked the Seventh
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at the Synod
Hall of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum
from 17 to 21 November 2008.

The Synod Fathers spent the time from 6 p.m. on 17 November to noon on 18
November 2008 for recollection and meditation. Most Rev. Mar George Alanchery,
Bishop of Thakkalai guided the recollection.

The Holy Episcopal Synod (HES) began its first session at 3 p.m on 18 November
2009. All the Synod Fathers - His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
(President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod),
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom,
Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas and Most Rev. Jacob
Mar Barnabas — were present. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes of the Synod, except for matters
subsecreto on persons.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla, requested
the President for leave from attending the Holy Episcopal Synod-in-session from the
afternoon of 19 November 2008 due to his health condition. As per CCEOQ c 109, he
was granted leave.

The session of the Synod started with the official prayer. Thereafter the
Catholicos’ Day collections from the Eparchies and Extraterritorial Regions of the
Church were handed over to the Major Archbishop Catholicos. Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, and Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas
handed over the collection. The rest were asked to hand over the collections without
further delay.
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Thereafter, His Beatitude, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the President of the
Holy Synod, in his opening message welcomed all the Bishops to the Seventh Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. He shared his
experience of participating in the Roman Synod that reflected on “the Word of God
in the Life and Mission of the Church”. He also said that he could speak in the
Synod on behalf of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. His intervention focused
on the Word of God and the Apostolic Tradition in India, the Word of God and its
reception in the Church in India, the Word of God and the Dalit Christians.

His Beatitude also thanked all the Synod Fathers for their active presence and
participation at the visitation of His Eminence Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches.

Thanking God for the wonderful ways through which the Almighty guides the
Church, His Beatitude declared the seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church open.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA
His Beatitude, the President of the HES, presented the agenda of the Synod:

1. Report of the Sixth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

Decisions of the Sixth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

Matters subsecreto

Evaluation of the draft of the Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC

Evaluation / approval of the revised book of Thukkasa, the complete
translation of the prayers of the Holy Week and the revised book of
Divyanidhi

Synodal Commissions and their functional organisation
Construction of the Catholicate Centre

Evaluation of the common programmes of 2008 — July 15 and
September 20

9. Other relevant matters, if any, with the consent of the President
The agenda was approved.

a > wb

THE DELIBERATIONS

The Report and the Decisions of the Sixth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod Held
from 5 -7 March 2008

The Report and the decisions of the Sixth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod held
from 5 to 7 March 2008 were read out and after necessary corrections and clarifications
they were passed unanimously.
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Matters subsecreto - Thereafter delibrations on subjects posted under matters
subsecreto took place.

Evaluation of the common programmes of 2008 — 15 July and 20 September

15 July, the Commemoration Feast of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar lvanios:
The HES took note of the spontaneity expressed by the Faithful in taking part in the
Padayatra. Hence it should be encouraged. Similarly the HES took note of the
Padayatra organised by the Parishes in the ecclesiastical district of Trivandrum. It
was also suggested that a brochure could be published informing the people concerning
the cause of canonisation of the Servant of God. It was also pointed out that too
many programmes at the end of the commemoration feast should be avoided. The
book-releasing, CD releasing and distribution of awards, including Mar Ivanios
educational awards made the programme unnecessarily lengthy and actually boring.
The memorial prayers at the Tomb would follow immediately after the Mass and
Nc¢rcha will be distributed thereafter.

The Reunion Day celebrations: The Synod congratulated Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos and the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla for successfully hosting the Reunion
Day celebrations, 2008. It was noted that the selection of the venue of the celebration
should be such that it should inspire the parishes and people around. The vilambara
rally is not necessary. A Bible convention is useful. There should be a session for
the catechism children. The homily at the Holy Qurbono could be given by one of
our Bishops. All the Eparchies should contribute their share towards the expenses of
the celebrations.

Evaluation of the draft of the Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC

The seventh draft of the Particular Law of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
now named as “The Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church” was taken for discussion. The Synod Fathers appreciated the painstaking
efforts of the redactors, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Rev. Fathers John
Kochuthundil, Antony Valiyavilayil OIC and Thomas Kuzhinapurath. 1t was approved
by the Holy Synod as a draft that could be now presented to the other relevant ecclesial
fora for study.

Evaluation / approval of the prayers of the Holy Week, the revised books of
Divyanidhi and Thikkasa

The Canonical Prayers of the Passion Week and the Order of Service of the
Passion Week for the use of the Faithful were introduced. The texts were approved
by the Holy Synod and directed the Synodal Commission for Liturgy to present the
final lay-out copy to His Beatitude the Catholicos on or before 30 December 2008.

It was suggested that the translation of the book of “Proemion — Sedero” of the
Holy week also be republished after language-correction. Similarly, the reprint of
the Canonical Daily Prayers — S’himo Namaskaram was approved.
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The revised Thikkasa (book of rubrics) was also introduced for the study and
approval of the Holy Synod and it was approved for publication.

The Divyanidhi, the revised text of occasional prayers and blessings were
introduced in the Holy Synod. The Synod Fathers agreed to take it home and sent in
their observations to the Synodal Commission for Liturgy. The text shall be further
improved incorporating these suggestions.

It was brought to the attention of the Holy Synod that the liturgical books
published from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia have not been used as the only
approved liturgical texts in all our Eparchies for the liturgical celebrations. Similarly,
it was suggested that the rubrics of the liturgical celebrations should be unified as
prescribed in these texts.

It was suggested that the liturgical laws and observances which are discussed in
the Holy Synod should be promulgated and the Book of Rubrics (Thikkasa) be
published before the promulgation. This shall be followed by an instruction issued
by the Major Archbishop Catholicos. This instruction shall be prepared after
consulting with all the Bishops and getting their suggestions too.

Other relevant matters, if any, with the consent of the President

As the deliberations of the topics on the agenda were completed, with the consent of
the Holy Synod, the following matters were introduced for discussion.

1. Laws on the Observance of Fast and Nombu (Lent) and Marriage Prohibitions

The Holy Synod took note of the changes taking place in the Church in the observance
of Fast and Lent. Considering the social situation of our Faithful, the HES decided to
issue a few norms concerning the observance of the Nombu (Lent) and the prohibition
of the celebration of marriage during the Nombu season. In this context the HES
also discussed those matters for the preparation of marriage.

It was decided that the important Nombu observed in our Church are:

I. the Twenty-Five-Days Nombu

ii.  the Three-Days- Nombu or Ninuveh Nombu

iii.  the Fifty-Days - Nombu or the Great Lent

iv.  the Thirteen-Days- Nombu (Sleeha Nombu - 16-29 June)
v.  the Fifteen-Days-Nombu (Sunoyo Nombu - 1-15 August).

Besides these, the Eight-Days-Nombu in preparation for the Feast of the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary (1-8 September) is recommended as a devotional one.
a. Penitential observances of the days of the Nombu are:

i. Abstinence

* Abstinence from meat:
e During the days of all Nombu
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* Abstinence from fish and egg

During the days of Ninuveh Nombu

on the first Monday (Subukhono) of the Valiya Nombu
on all Fridays of the Valiya Nombu

from Fortieth Friday to Easter

* Abstinence from milk and milk-products

e on Good Friday

ii. Fasting

e on the second day of the Ninuveh Nombu

e the first Monday and all Fridays of the Valiya Nombu except Fortieth
Friday.

Those who are to fast

e The Faithful above 21 and below 60 years of age are obliged to fast
at least till noon:

e The sick, pregnant women and those who do hard labour are not obliged
to fast.

b. Prohibition of marriage celebration during Nombu and Kathirippukalam (days
from the Feast of Ascension to Pentecost)

The Holy Synod wishes that the sacrament of marriage is not celebrated
during the seasons of Nombu and the karthiruppukalam.

Dispensation from the prohibited days may be issued by the Local
Hierarch for serious reasons. However, dispensation from prohibition
of marriage will not be granted for the days of the Ninuveh Nombu
and the days from Fortieth Friday to Easter.

The marriage celebrations during the days of Nombu should be such that
it reflects the penitential spirit of the season. Abstinence from meat and
meat-products should be observed.

To obtain such dispensation, proportionate penitential offering towards
the marriage-aid for poor girls, shall be remitted to the Eparchial Curia

Bishops will not be blessing marriages during prohibited days of marriage.

c. Other norms to be observed for the celebration of marriage

The Holy Synod evaluated the pastoral care given to the youth of our Church
who prepare themselves for receiving the Sacrament of Matrimony. It was felt that
the parish priest should prepare the couple making use of the prenuptial enquiry
form. This has to be kept in the parish office. The Parish Priest should make use of
this occasion to personally instruct the couple on the spirituality and canonical
requirements of Catholic marriage and family life. The forms are available at the
Eparchial Centres. They should also be urged to complete the civil law formalities
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on this matter. Besides this, attending a pre-marital course approved by the Regional
Bishops’ Conferences is also obligatory.

The HES also instructed that atmosphere of the church and the spirit those who
participate in the blessing of the marriage should be proper to that of a spiritual
service. That it is also a social event should not in any way hinder the spiritual
settings of the marriage-blessing. The Choir members should understand the
sacredness of the Liturgy and sing accordingly. Photographers and videographers
should be instructed sufficiently earlier as to how to behave in the church and do
their duties. All concerned are to maintain simplicity during the marriage celebrations.
Extravaganza should be avoided; instead concrete social projects like helping the
marriage of poor girls, education of poor children, etc., should be undertaken from
the money that can be thus saved.

2. A Common Syllabus for the Minor Seminaries of our Church

The Holy Episcopal Synod also discussed a common syllabus prepared by the
Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation for the Minor Seminaries of our Church.
With necessary changes the syllabus was approved. This is obligatory from the coming
academic year, namely from 2009-"10.

3. Publication of the Order of the Holy Qurbono in four languages

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, Apostolic Visitator to the Malankarites in the
Extraterritorial Regions in India sought the opinion of the Synod Fathers in the
publication of the Order of the Holy Qurbono in four languages — Malayalam, English,
Hindi and the local language — as parallels for the use of the young generation of our
Church outside Kerala. The Synod Fathers encouraged the endeavour.

4. On Pushpagiri Medical College

His Grace Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Metropolitan Archbishop of
Tiruvalla appraised the HES of the day to day management and the present economic
conditions of the Pushpagiri Medical College managed by the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla. He also elaborated the socio-political pressures encounterd by the Medical
College. The Synod Fathers promised their support and solidarity in the matter.

5. Permanent Diaconate

The suggestion to revive the Permanent Diaconate Ministry in our Church was
discussed. It was decided that the Permanent Diaconate Ministry shall be reinstated
according to the norms of the CCEO and the Particular Laws codified in the proposed
“Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church”. The Holy
Synod authorised Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios to draw up the curriculum for the
formation of the candidates for Permanent Diaconate and formulate the plan to execute
the decision at the earliest.
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The Meeting with the Religious Major Superiors

As per the invitation sent to the Religious Major Superiors of the Congregations
of the Order of the Imitation of Christ, the Sisters of the Imitation of Christ and the
Daughters of Mary, a meeting was held at the Catholicate Centre on 20 November
2008 at 4.30 p.m. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss ways and means to
promote co-operation in apostolic activities and the canonical matters as per CCEO
¢ 102 §3. The report of the meeting is appended to this report.

CONCLUSION

After the meeting with the Major Superiors, the Synod Fathers met at the Synod
Hall for the concluding session of the Holy Synod.

It was agreed upon that the next and the Eighth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
be convoked from Monday to Thursday, 2 to 5 March 2009. The Holy Synod will
begin its first session at 6 p.m. on 2 March 2009.

In his concluding address, His Beatitude thanked God and especially the Holy
Spirit for his presence and guidance during the days of the Synod. He thanked all the
members of the Synod for their openness and clarity of thinking and sharing what
they thought about. Thanking everyone, His Beatitude declared the Seventh Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church closed at 7.30 p.m.
on 20 November 2008. The Synod Fathers dispersed after the prayers of thanksgiving.

® Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(17-21 November 2008)

DECISIONS

The Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church held from 17 to 21 November 2008 made the following decisions:

I. Lent and Marriage Prohibitions

It was decided that the important Nombu observed in our Church are:

I.  the Twenty-Five-Days Nombu

ii.  the Three-Days- Nombu or Ninuveh Nombu

iii.  the Fifty-Days - Nombu or the Great Lent

iv.  the Thirteen-Days- Nombu (Sleeha Nombu - 16-29 June)
v.  the Fifteen-Days-Nombu (Sunoyo Nombu - 1-15 August).

Besides these, the Eight-Days-Nombu in preparation for the Feast of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (1-8 September) is recommended as a
devotional one.

A. Penitential observances of the days of the Nombu are:

1. Abstinence

a. Abstinence from meat:
e During the days of all Nombu

b. Abstinence from fish and egg
e During the days of Ninuveh Nombu
e on the first Monday (Subukhono) of the Valiya Nombu
e on all Fridays of the Valiya Nombu
o from Fortieth Friday to Easter

c. Abstinence from milk and milk-products
e on Good Friday

2. Fasting

e on the second day of the Ninuveh Nombu
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e the first Monday and all Fridays of the Valiya Nombu except
Fortieth Friday.
Those who are to fast

e The Faithful above 21 and below 60 years of age are obliged to
fast at least till noon:

e The sick, pregnant women and those who do hard labour are not
obliged to fast.

B. Prohibition of marriage celebration during Nombu and Kathirippukalam
(days from the Feast of Ascension to Pentecost)

e The Holy Synod wishes that the sacrament of marriage is not
celebrated during the seasons of Nombu and the karthiruppukalam.
e Dispensation from the prohibited days may be issued by the Local
Hierarch for serious reasons. However, dispensation from
prohibition of marriage will not be granted for the days of the
Ninuveh Nombu and the days from Fortieth Friday to Easter.

e The marriage celebrations during the days of Nombu should be
such that it reflects the penitential spirit of the season. Abstinence
from meat and meat-products should be observed.

e To obtain such dispensation, proportionate penitential offering
towards the marriage-aid for poor girls, shall be remitted to the
Eparchial Curia

e Bishops will not be blessing marriages during prohibited days of
marriage.

I1. Other norms to be observed for the celebration of marriage

Candidates who are intending to get married should
I. prepare themselves for the sacrament of matrimony by taking part in
the marriage preparation course.

ii. fill up and submit the “Prenuptial Enquiry Form”.
I11. A Common Syllabus for the Minor Seminaries of our Church
HES approved the Syllabus for Minor Seminaries with effect from 2009-
2010 academic year.

% Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Valedectory Message

VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE,
THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE SEVENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Venerable Synod Fathers,

Now, as we conclude the Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, I thank God, especially His Holy Spirit for
his presence and guidance during the days of the Synod.

I thank you, venerable Fathers of the Holy Synod, for your openness and
clarity of thinking and sharing what you think. The Holy Spirit is at work
where there is openness and receptivity. Thus it witnessed proved that this
Synod was a walking together. Similarly, it is the untiring dedication and sense
of belongingness of our people that is the strength of our Church and the source
of growth and development we could achieve. People of all walks of life
contribute their share in building up our Church.

The meeting of the Holy Episcopal Synod with the Major Superiors of the
religious Congregations of our Church was very fruitful and encouraging. On
behalf of the Holy Episcopal Synod, I place on record our appreciation for the
active apostolic works and witness of the religious communities in our Church.

Dear Synod Fathers, | share your anxiety and on behalf of this Holy Synod,
express concern in the growing tendency to destroy the religious harmony in
our society today. In this context, the Holy Episcopal synod of this Church
proposes inter-religious dialogues and religion-friendly-approaches as remedies
for the ever increasing religious hatred and intolerance in our times. On behalf
of the Synod, I urge all the leaders of our society to take measures for creative
and fruitful dialogue with all people of this country.

As you all know, the feast of St. Dionysius, the patron saint of Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, falls on 29 November. On behalf of you all, |
wish His Excellency “A Happy Feast Day” and God’s choicest blessings through
the intercession of St. Dionysius. An occasion like this is an opportunity to
thank the Lord for the effective leadership His Excellency is giving to the
Eparchy of Bathery for its growth.
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The news given by His Excellency Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas that a
few youngsters of our Church in America have opted for priesthood is very
encouraging. It is a great achievement that we could, in a small way, begin a
seminary for their formation. It is also a sign of the effective leadership that
His Excellency is giving to our Church in America.

The construction of the church in Delhi is nearing completion. This is the
church at the residence of the Apostolic Visitator in the ETRI. Its blessing is
fixed to take place on 30 November 2008. Similarly, I am also happy to inform
that the laying of the Foundation-Stone of the Cathedral of Muvattupuzha will
be on 15 January 2009. The Most Reverend Bishops invites us all to these
functions.

As we conclude this Holy Synod, I once again thank you my beloved brothers
in the episcopate for your presence, solidarity and cooperation with me in the
endeavour of our Church. I also thank the office-bearers and the assisting staff
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for their dedicated service to the conduct of
this Holy Episcopal Synod. May the love, grace and fellowship of the Triune
God be with us in our service in the Church!

I declare this Holy Synod Closed.

% Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Very Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kallumkal O.1.C.,Superior General

\ery Rev. Mother Benjamin S | C, Superior General

Very Rev. Mother Francina DM, Superior General

Very Rev. Fr. Jerome O.1.C., Provincial Superior, Navajeevan Province

Very Rev. Dr. William O.1.C., Provincial Superior, Navajyothy Province

Very Rev. Bro. Patrick C.M.S.F., Provincial Superior

Very Rev. Mother Ardra SIC, Provincial Superior, Trivavdrum Province

Very Rev. Mother Shanthi SIC, Provincial Superior, Thiruvalla Province

Very Rev. Sister Tabitha SIC, Assistant Provicial Superior, Bethery Province

Very Rev. Mother Deepa SIC, Provincial Superior, Pathanamthitta

Very Rev. Mother Patience SIC, Provincial Superior, Moovattupuzha.

Very Rev. Mother Leo DM, Provincial Superior, St. Josephs' Province.

Very Rev. Mother Lily Thomas DM, Provincial Superior, St. Marys' Province.

Very Rev. Mother Mary Georgia DM, Provincial Superior, Nirmala Province.

Very Rev. Mother Subha Teres DM, Provincial Superior, Marymatha Vice Province.
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THE EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Trivandrum: The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic
Church will be held at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom from 18 to 21 November
2008. In the Synod which will be presided over by His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos,
Metropolitans Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom, Joshua Mar Ignathios, Abraham Mar Julios, Joseph Mar Thomas,
Jacob Mar Barnabas and Geevarghese Mar Timothios will attend.

From yesterday 6 pm to noon today, the Synod Fathers observe as a day of
recollection and meditation . They are guided by Most Rev. Mar George
Alenchery, the Bishop of Thuckalay. This Synod will evaluate the missionary
and administrative arrangements of the Church and take decisions for future
activities. The draft of the Particular Law of the Malankara Catholic Church
will be examined for sending it to the members of the Church for further study
and observations. The Major Superiors of the religious congregations of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church are invited for a session with the Holy Synod
at 4.30 on Thursday 20 November 2008. The Holy Synod will conclude at
noon the following day. This is the Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of
the Malankara Catholic Church.

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
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Press Release

The Synods of the Malankara Catholic Church,
which concluded with the invitation
to continue the Inter-Religious-Dialogue

Trivandrum: The Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church that
ended at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, proposed inter-religious-dialogues
and religious-friendly-approaches as remedy for the ever increasing religious
hatred and intolerance in our times. The synod also said that no tendency that
destroys religious unity that prevails quite strongly within the different
communities of Kerala shall be encouraged. Besides, the Synod urged those
concerned to spread the good results of the inter-religious-dialogues at the top
level to the basic communities too.

The Synod discussed in detail the codification of the Particular Laws of
the Church, renovation of the liturgical texts, etc. It also evaluated the activities
of the Church Communities outside the canonical territory, to make it more
effective. The Synod decided to appoint permanent deacons to share in the
daily services of the Church and entrusted Metropolitan Abraham Mar Julios
to draw out a syllabus for their training in the Malankara Seminary. It entrusted
the Catechetical Commission to publish, at the earliest, text books for Standards
11 & 12 for faith formation. The Synod also approved the texts of the prayers
of the hours and the order of prayers for particular occasions.

The gathering of the Major Superiors of the various religious communities
of the Church also took place during the course of this synod. The Synod
appreciated the activities of the Religious Communities in the various
apostolates of the Church. Joint-activities will be chalked out for promoting
vocation and apostolic activities. The Synod evaluated the activities of the
different commisions and approved their action-programmes.

Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos, Bishops Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Joshua Mar Ignathios, Abraham Mar Julios,
Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Joseph Mar Thomas and Jacob Mar Barnabas
took part in this Synod, presided over by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis, Major Archbishop Catholicos.

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
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The Visitation
of Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect
of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches



The visitation of the Prefect

Homily
of His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri

Your Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, My Brother Bishops, Priests,
Religious, Seminarians and My Beloved People of God,

The striking imagery of the vine and the branches comes to us from the
last discourse of Jesus in the Gospel of John. At that moment of such poignant
love, just before his passion, Jesus says: “I am the vine, you are the branches.”
We belong to each other. We make one communion in the life we share.
Basically, Jesus would have us recognize: | am the vine from which you draw
life. Only in union with Me can you bear fruit. But in union with Me, your fruit
will have divine characteristics and will be pleasing to My Father.

Is this not striking imagery which Jesus conveys to us in those last hours
before He undertook His ‘way of the cross’: “l am the vine; you are the
branches?” For alone we can do nothing. But with Him we are united to the
full potential of Him Who is the world’s hope and salvation.

Christians find in the figure of the vine and branches a rich symbolism to
inspire us in our everyday life. The symbol is one which nourishes confidence;
the imagery confers strength. It reinforces and renews us in our commitment
because it implies that the abiding presence of Jesus is the foundation of our
very being as Christians. And so it is that in our connection to the Eternal Vine,
the works we perform in His name acquire their lasting value. No wonder
Christians have always been so empowered by this remarkable imagery.

The vine and the branches imagery elicits the doctrine of Trinitarian
communion and our participation in the same. In passages subsequent to that
which we have just heard proclaimed, we see how Christ addresses the unity
between Himself and His Father. And he further prays that their unity may be
cause for a unity among all believers within the Christian family. “That they
may all be one. As You Father are in me and | am in You, may they also be in
us so that the world may believe that You have sent Me” (Jn. 17:21). The
Servant of God Mar lvanios has been greatly inspired by this prayer of Jesus..

He responded to the prophetic call to act upon the Biblical mandate to
facilitate union within the Body of Christ. Mar Ivanios, the prophetic voice of
oneness before Christ and within Christ, embraced the responsibility to fulfill
the clear scriptural mandate. He led the Reunion Movement, culminating in
reception to the Catholic communion in 1930. In this undertaking, he was
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supported by Mar Theophilus. Together, they represent what a desire to be
faithful to the Gospel actually entails.

But what is the lasting significance for the Syro-Malankara Church today?

Both in the Gospel message and in the application of their truth by Mar
Ivanios and Mar Theophilus, what we recognize is that we must take risks in
order to uphold what scripture requires of us. These were men of determination,
willing to face whatever challenges and to overcome whatever obstacles which
threatened to destroy their intention to seek Church unity. They allowed nothing
to deter them from that believed to be the Spirit’s will. The same must be said
of us. We, too, are obligated by virtue of our Baptism to “go forth to all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to observe everything that | have commanded you” (Mt. 28:20). And let
us persist in hope, for Christ also promises: “I am with you always until the
end of time.”

During today’s liturgy it is also fitting that we remember before the Lord
all those who preceded the Reunion Movement and who supported its becoming
a reality, especially those who worked most closely with Mar Ivanios to achieve
this blessed goal. Certainly, too, we give thanks for Benedict Mar Gregorios
and Cyril Mar Baselios. Their pastoral leadership has truly enriched the Syro-
Malankara Church and has brought about an extraordinary growth in its
development. Let us ask, too, a vast outpouring of Heaven’s grace upon your
Major Archbishop, His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis, as he seeks to guide your
Church in the fulfillment of its role within the Divine plan. And may these
same graces flow within the lives and ministry of those priests, religious and
laity, enabling strength, courage and a vision of the promised New Jerusalem
unfolding in our midst.

Leonardo Cardinal Sandri



The visitation of the Prefect

Message
of Leonardo Cardinal Sandri,
the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches,
at the Extraordinary Synod

Please accept my appreciation for allowing me the occasion to visit you,
especially during this anniversary year in which you celebrate the platinum
Jubilee of the establishment of the Malankara Hierarchy. We can only recall
with immense gratitude those prior events which led to the reunion of the
Servant of God Mar lvanios with the Catholic Church on 20 September 1930.
And in his courageous action to implement reunion, as well as in his remarkable
pastoral initiatives thereafter, he provides us with a true model for the role of a
bishop during our own era.

What does Mar lvanios illustrate for us?

His legacy is vast, but we must remember that the Reunion Movement
had a humble beginning. At its point of origin it considered of a mere five
people. The rate of subsequent growth has been spectacular. The Syro-
Malankara Directory for 2006 reports that you number over 400,000 faithful,
served by a Major Archbishop and 8 bishops, and those assisted by 551
Eparchial priests, 122 Religious priests, and 1808 Religious Sisters. The
statistics pertinent to the institutions organized by the Church are as impressive
as they are diverse. The Syro-Malankara Church genuinely exists to alleviate
deficits in the human condition and to foster the ideals of progress and
development. | believe, however, that had Mar Ivanios not been a leader
endowed with a prophetic vision he might have collapsed under the sheer burden
of the challenge which God entrusted to him. He motivates us not to compromise
the Church’s basic spiritual legacy, inherited directly from St. Thomas the
Apostle. He teaches us not to despair during periods of tribulation; to be
steadfast in dedication to catechize the faithful; to be a living witness for Christ
to those of other religious traditions or who profess no religious commitment.

Yet another dimension of the Syro-Malankara Church’s record of
affirmative response to Christ’s Gospel is found in your fidelity to the call to
be missionary. By nature every Christian by virtue of Baptism becomes
incorporated into Christ’s plan for the world’s conversion. | truly marvel that
the existence of your Eparchy of Marthandom attests to the success of your
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missionary zeal. In that instance alone some 70,000 persons have looked to
the Christian message. And, of course, mention must be made of the generousity
of those many Malankara missionaries who are assigned to minister across
India and abroad.

May | commend these extraordinary initiatives. And may | further
encourage you to perpetuate your emphasis upon ecumenical dialogue, together
with your devotion to the Holy See. It is indeed a joy to note that the Patron
selected for the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum is none other than St. Peter.
This is clear indication of your Church’s commitment to that same St. Peter’s
successors.

Moreover, yours is an authentic outreach to those desperate to experience
the practical fruits of your love for Christ. | have been informed, for example,
of your hope to construct a Pastoral cum Renewal Centre for enabling charitable
and educational programs which seek to provide concrete benefits for the
entirely of the Syro-Malankara Church. What is evident here is that your desire
IS to symbolize the compassionate face of the Church teaching. Again, | can
only applaud such initiatives as that directed to constructing housing facilities
in Trivandrum for 150 school-aged youth from the economically disadvantaged
Nadar Catholic families.

The list of Syro-Malankara accomplishments and goals is too long to
enumerate. But what is manifest is that you find in Christ both your constant
inspiration and your energy to preserve the richness of your Eastern ecclesial
tradition. May the Spirit who has guided you from the past, to the present, be
also your future Advocate before the throne of Triune Light and Wisdom.

+ Leonardo Cardinal Sandri



The visitation of the Prefect

Felicitation
by Msgr. Dr. Eldho Puthenkandathil,
Protosyncellus, Eparchy of Bathery

Your Eminence Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Your Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis, Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Monsingori, Respected
Ecclesial and non-Ecclesial Dignitaries, Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters and my dear
brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today, we all are privileged to welcome His Eminence Cardinal Leonardo
Sandri, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches to our midst.
We are happy because we got one more opportunity to come together as the
members of the Syro Malankara Catholic Church. Our happiness is at its zenith
as we are blessed with the gracious presence of His Eminence for the first time
after the elevation of our Church to the Status of the Major Archiepiscopal sui
juris Church. May | take this opportunity to place on record with gratitude the
efforts taken by the Congregation for the Oriental Churches to actualize the
first step of our ecclesial dream.

Though the Immediate context of Your Eminence’s visit to Kerala is the recent
Canonization of St. Alphonsa and the august celebration conducted yesterday
at Bharananganam, Your Eminence took it as an opportunity to pay a canonical
visit to our Church. We all are proud of giving a saint from our catholic
community to the global society.

Your Eminence, you have set apart your precious time for the Syro- Malankara
Catholic Church and we consider it as a gesture of your solidarity with us
being the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. As Your
Eminence is being with us for the first time, let me speak a few words about
our Church. Ours is a Church which is so ancient as we trace our origin to St.
Thomas, the Apostle. At the same time it is also a new one as we are re-united
in 1930 after the tragic historical division which took place in the Indian Church.
Thus, we have both the richness of an Apostolic Church and the privation of a
recently re-united Church. So we expect a special respect towards our traditional
patrimony and a parental concern for the building up of our Church on the part
of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches.

As the venerable Holy Father, John Paul Il rightly commented on the Syro
Malankara Catholic Church as a fast growing Church in the Catholic
Communion, we are proud to say that we could flourish in various aspects of
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the ecclesial life. At present we have six dioceses spread out in three States of
India besides the Extra-territorial regions both in India and abroad. Here | am
representing about 700 priests and 2000 Religious of our Church. Rather than
a reunited Church we are a united Church. The Syro- Malankara Church as a
sui juris Church is united under the leadership of His Beatitude, Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis. Our entity in the world as dioceses, extra-territorial regions
or as a community under the spiritual care of the Apostolic Visitator is merely
juridical. We transgress those canonical boundaries with Jesus’ law of love
and unity. Our Bishops, Priests, Religious and the Laity are really united in
every aspect under the spiritual leadership of the Holy Father, the Pope. We
know that the Catholic Church is functioning through different Congregations
and we, the Orientals are placed under the ecclesial care of the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches.

We are convinced of our vocation to be the heralds of reunion in the life of the
Church. It is our duty to proclaim to the non-catholic apostolic Churches that
we keep the patrimony of the Antiochean Church and at the same time enjoy
the blessings of the Catholic communion. We hope, that the Congregation for
the Oriental Churches will take every step to strengthen our ecclesial existence
by establishing the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church as a Patriarchal sui juris
Church in future which may accelerate the Catholic communion of various
non-catholic apostolic Churches.

Finally, when we trace the history of the re-union movement we can not but
commemorate the “Newman of the East”, the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios. As Your Eminence know, his canonization process is progressing and
we hope to receive you once again in this capital city in the nearest future in
connection with his canonization. We take this opportunity to thank Your
Eminence most sincerely for your Pastoral Visit to our community, for your
special love and care towards us. Please convey our love and gratitude to the
Holy Father, Benedict XVI and to all the dignitaries of the Congregation for
the Oriental Churches. In the name of all the Clergy and the Religious let me
wish God’s abundant Blessings throughout your apostolate and invoke your
Eminence’s apostolic blessings in all our endevour.

Thank You!
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Felicitation
by Shri John Mathai IAS,
Secretary, Pastoral Council of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum

Your Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, Your Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rev. Fathers,
Rev. Sisters, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Laity, the Faithful of the entire Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, I am extremely happy to welcome Your Eminence on this historical
occasion of your first visit to Kerala, the land of the St. Thomas Christians. |
also specially thank His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis and the Holy
Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church in giving me this opportunity to
offer this felicitation to Your Eminence on behalf of the Faithful of the Church.

Malankara Catholic Church has been described by the Holy Father Pope
John Paul the Second, of venerable memory as the fastest growing Catholic
Community in the world. This is indeed a great recognition to us.

It is indeed heartening to note that in the course of the growth and
development of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, besides the canonical
institutions, various laity associations, such as the Malankara Catholic Youth
Movement (MCY M), the Malankara Catholic Association (MCA), the Legion
of Mary, Vincent De Paul, Mathruvedi, Pithruvedi, and other pious associations
have become the backbone of the of the religious and social life of the Church.

The Faithful of the Church are well represented in the District Pastoral
Council as well as in the Diocesan Pastoral Councils.

The Faithful are also taking leadership in conducting Sunday classes in
our parishes. All these vibrant institutions, ensure very active and prayerful
involvement of the faithful in the Church’s day to day service to the community.

It is also relevant to point out that the faith and vitality of the Catholic
Church of Kerala is well witnessed through her plentiful vocations to the
priesthood and religious life, a rare phenomenon seen in the world of today. In
fact when vocations in other parts of the world are dwindling, Kerala happily
has much more vocations than needed locally, thereby enabling it to send out
missionaries to other parts of India as well as to the western world. This is a
direct testimony to the vitality and religious fervour of the Catholic Community
in Kerala manifested through its disciplined and closeknit Christian families.
The Holy Father has time and again exhorted the importance of placing Jesus
Christ as the centre piece of family life. We, in Kerala are extremely lucky that
the Church is in the forefront of teaching the family value to the faithful, based
on the teachings of our Lord.
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It is also heartening to mention that the Laity of the Malankara Catholic
Church is well educated and well represented in all the social, educational and
political fields of this great State and the Country. Large number of our Faithful
are working throughout the world especially in the Middle East, Europe and
America.

The many educational institutions set up through out our Dioceses have
helped tremendously in this regard. In fact starting with the pioneering father
Archbishop Mar lvanios, our Archbishops and Bishops had and have a very
clear vision on the education mission of the Malankara Church. Today in all
our dioceses put together the Church has medical college, engineering colleges,
training colleges, large no. of schools and other vocational institutions which
help not only the Catholic Community but all the people of the society at large.
The laity is in the forefront in this education ministry also.

Of the many approved Rites of particular Churches in the Catholic fold,
the Syro-Malankara Church approved only in 1930, is the youngest in the big
family of Rites. Therefore, it is only natural that the fast growing young Church
in the Catholic family requires extra nourishment, more guidance and assistance
from the Holy See for its proper growth and well being.

The faithful especially those who are outside Kerala and in Foreign
Countires are finding it difficult to carry on smoothly their religious traditions
and practice due to the absence of proper and adequate canonical arrangements
and institutions. On behalf of all the faithful of the Syro-Malankara Church, it
is my humble privilege to beseech the indulgence of the Holy See in this matter.
Now | take this opportunity to request Your Eminence to kindly convey to our
most beloved Holy Father Benedict the Sixteenth, our filial devotion, unflincing
loyalty and ardent prayers from all the faithful of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church especially thanking and prayerfully acknowledging the canonical
empowerment of our Church by the Holy See on 10 February 2005 as fully
autonomous sui iuris Church of its own right and self governing in the
communion of the universal Church.

Finally on behalf of the laity of the entire Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
we humbly offer Your Eminence all felicitations, prayers and best wishes on
this historical visit of yours to our Church. We join Your Eminence in thanking
the Good God for the manifold graces received in the past and pray for greater
graces in the future, thus enabling you to discharge honorably the onerous
duties entrusted to you by the Holy Father. We further hope and pray that
discharging your duties creditably like the servant who received the five talents
from his master, Your Eminence will rise to still higher eminence to our great
joy and greater honour of the Universal Catholic Church.

Thank you all.
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Report
of the Visitation of the Prefect
of the Congregation for Oriental Churches

The visit of Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches to the Syro-Malabar and the Syro-Malankara Churches, has come
to its close. There were five days of festivities and solemn ceremonies. The Malabar
- Malankara Churches received him with love and gratitude, and the Cardinal was
overwhelmed by the affection and openness of these Churches to the Holy See. In
order to further update you about the central events, | think it is appropriate on my
part to give you a brief summary of the whole program.

On 5" Wednesday at 14.30 hrs Cardinal Sandri, Msgr. Maurizio Malvestiti and
myself started on our journey from Rome to Cochin. We reached the destination on
the Thursday, 6 at 6.30. His Eminence was welcomed at the airport by Bishops
Abraham Mar Julios, Thomas Chakkiath, priests and laity. On the way to the
Ernakulam Major Archbishop’s House, the Syro-Malabar Church offered him an
official reception at Athani Church. His first public meeting was arranged for the
priests, religious and laity of the Ernakulam-Anagamaly Archdiocese. Following a
prayer session and brief public meeting, a lunch was arranged for the participants. In
the afternoon of the same day, there were two major functions; a visit to the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount Saint Thomas and a visit to Saint Joseph Pontifical
Seminary, Alwaye. Several Syro-Malabar Bishops were present at their Curia to
receive His Eminence. The Alwaye Seminary welcomed him, recalling their ancient
and noble tradition.

On 7 Friday, the Latin Bishops joined the Cardinal for breakfast. The first
appointment of the day was at Muringoor Divine Retreat Centre. It was a spirit-filled
scene, reflecting the devotion of thousands of faithful to the Head of the Eastern
Dicastery. Later, he visited the tombs of Blesseds Mariam Thressia and Euphrasia.
The priests, religious and laity of the Irinjalakuda diocese gathered at Kuzhikattussery,
and at Ollur, Archbishop Andrews Thazath received His Eminence. The Archdiocese
of Thrissur offered him a grand reception at Mary Matha Major Seminary. It was
colorful, with many decorations, crackers and greetings by a small elephant. On the
way back to the Major Archbishop’s House, he went briefly to the CMC Generalate
and addressed almost 250 Junior Sisters belonging to various Congregations of all
three Rites. In the evening, Cardinal Sandri visited the Major Archbishop, Cardinal
Varkey Vithayathil, at Lissiue Hospital.

On Saturday, the 8", the Cardinal visited the birthplace of St. Alphonsa
(Kudamaloor) and the place of her childhood (Muttuchira). On the way he stopped
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at Kuravilangad, at the tombs of the Archdeacons of All India. The CMI offered him
a solemn reception at Mannanam, and he prayed at the tomb of Blessed Chavara
Kuriakose Elias. The night stay was at St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary, Vadavathoor.
The cultural programs by the seminarians added flavor to the public meeting at the
Kottayam Seminary.

Sunday, the 9" was the day of great festivity. On his way to the Palai Bishop’s
House, Cardinal visited the tomb of Blessed Kunjachan at Ramapuram. At Palai, he
had an official meeting with all the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church. The civil
and the ecclesiastical dignitaries gathered for lunch at Palai. The former President of
India, APJ Abdual Kalam arrived the Bishop’s House at 15.00 hrs., and then the
dignitaries proceeded to Bharananganam for the Public Meeting and for the Solemn
Liturgical Celebration. They were received by almost one hundred thousand people
from all around the land. His Eminence addressed the gathering during the public
meeting. All three Rites, together with various Christian denominations, were
represented at the program and His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios delivered a thought-
provoking homily during the Holy Qurbono.

The official visit of Cardinal Sandri to the Syro-Malankara Church began on the
9" itself. He flew from Cochin to Trivandrum and at the Airport he was received by
the Malankara Bishops and by Minister, M. Vijayakumar.

On Monday, the 10" morning, the Syro-Malankara Church offered him a liturgical
reception at the entrance of St. Mary’s Cathedral. The solemn Holy Qurbana was
presided by His Beatitude and His Eminence gave the homily. There blessed the
foundation stone for the new Cathedral of the Muvattupuzha diocese. After the solemn
liturgy, His Eminence announced the good news concerning the elevation of Palayam
Pro-Cathedral to the status of a Basilica. The whole assembly was quite excited
because of this declaration. The public meeting which followed was well arranged
and attended. All the dioceses and the religious congregations expressed their token
of love and devotion to His Eminence. In the afternoon he visited St. Mary’s Malankara
Major Seminary. He commented that it was thoughtful to erect the Seminary at the
top of this hill and this institution should remain the same always. There was a meeting
with the religious superiors of the Malankara Church at the Catholicate centre. His
Beatitude the Major Archbishop expressed his great joy due to the unified testimony
of the Malankara Church in total collaboration and communion. The Superior General
of Bethany Ashram provided a brief summary of the various religious congregations.
The missionary initiatives of the Bethany Sisters in Ethiopia and of the Daughters of
Mary in Cairo were specially commended. Later, the Cardinal proceeded to the new
Basilica at Palayam. The whole church and the surroundings were crowded by
thousands of Malankara faithful. Then an extra-ordinary Synod of the Bishops was
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conducted at the Major Archbishop’s House. The dinner at Trivandrum was also

attended by the Bishops from other Churches, eight ministers, the Mayor of
Trivandrum, police officials and civil authorities.

Tuesday, thellth was the day of departure from Trivandum to Rome. At 4.00,
His Eminence conducted a short prayer at the “Aramana” Chapel. We started our
return trip at 5.30, and we reached Rome at 15.30.

Let us thank the Lord for His abundance of blessings upon the Catholic Churches
in India. Let Him guide the Churches, now and always.

sd/-
Fr. Johnson Varghese Kaimalayil
Official of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
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Declared St. Mary's Queen of Peace Church
as Minor Basilica
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CONGREGATIO DE CULTU DIVINO
ET DISCIPLINA SACRAMENTORUM

Prot. N. 518/08/L

TRIVANDRENSIS
SYRORUM MAILANKARENSIUM

Instante Sua Beatitudine Domino Basilio CLEEMIS THOTTUNKAL,
Archiepiscopo Maiori Trivandrensi Syrorum Malankarensium, litteris die 21
mensis Aprilis anno 2008 datis, preces et vota cleri atque christifidelium
expromente, Congregatio de Cultu Divino et Disciplina Sacramentorum,
vigore facultatum peculiarium a Summo Pontifice BENEDICTO XVI tributarum,
ecclesiam Sanctuarii Deo in honorem Beatae Mariae Virginis Reginac Pacis in
ipsa civitate Trivandro titulo et dignitate BASILICAE MINORIS omnibus cum
iuribus atque liturgicis concessionibus rite competentibus perlibenter
exornat, servatis vero servandis, iuxta Decretum «De Titulo Basilicae Minoris»
die 9 mensis novembris anno 1989 evulgatum.,

Contrariis quibuslibet minime obstantibus.

Ex aedibus Congregationis de Cultu Divino et Disciplina Sacramentorum,
die 13 mensis Octobris anno 2008.

*ffoncs Gt G
% Franciscus Card. ARINZE
Praefectus
dulpt L

X All:;r—tus Malcolmus RANJITH
Archiepiscopus a Secretis




Declaration of Minor Basilica

Declaration
(Translation in English)

Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments

Prot. N. 518/08/L
Trivandrum of Syro-Malankarites

At the request of His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis Thottunkal, Major
Archbishop of Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites, expressing the prayers
and the opinion of the clergy and the faithful, by the letter of 21 April , 2008,
the Congregation for the Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments,
by virtue of the specific faculty conferred from the Supreme Pontiff Benedict
XV, confers the title and the dignity of Minor Basilica upon the Church of the
Shrine dedicated to God in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace,
in Trivandrum, and with all the privileges and liturgical concessions allowed
by law, and according to the norms of the Decree "De Titulo Basilicae Minoris",
promulgated on November 9, 1989.

Nothing contrary to this withstanding

From the Congregation for the Divine Worship and the Discipline of

the Sacraments, October 13, 2008

sd/-
“Francis Cardinal Arinze
Prefect

sd/-
“Albert Malcolm Ranjith

Secretary
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On 78" Reunion day

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings to the Metropolitan Archbishop, all Metropolitans, Bishops,
Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 5/2008
78™ Reunion Day

Praise be to the Holy Triune God
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rambans, Reverend Priests,
Deacons, Religious and beloved Faithful in Our Lord,

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit and nurtured by the Word of God and
the Divine Eucharist, the Church which shines forth in the world as the People of
God and as the Bride of Christ, accepts from time to time diverse means based on
the Word of God and Sacraments for the renewal of her inner life. In the year
2008 the Church has adopted two important means for this renewal. We observe
this year as “the Year of the Word of God”. Through the topic “The Word of God
in the Life and Mission of the Church”, chosen for the Synod of Bishops convened
in Rome in October 2008 the Church tries to fathom the meaning of the Word of
God that speaks to us. We understand that the mystery of Christ and the Church
exists at the centre of the Word of God. The Church has always venerated the
Sacred Scriptures as the inspired Word of God just as she venerates the Holy
Body of the Lord. As the Word of God gives life to the Church all the services of
the Church are nourished through the Word of God. The Word of God is
intrinsically united to the liturgy, prayers and sacraments and especially of the
Holy Qurbono. The service and the formation of the People of God are affected
through the Word of God.

Together with the Year of the Word of God, Pope Benedict XV1 has declared
the year from 29 June 2008 as the Year of the Apostle Paul. We saw that God
speaks to us through the Bible, the Word of God. From the fourteen letters of the
New Testament, we know that God chose St. Paul to speak most powerfully to
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the World. He is the greatest missionary the Christian world ever saw. No one
can surpass St. Paul in his work as a missionary and in his knowledge of Christ.

It is in the midst of these two important observances that the Malankara
Catholic Church is celebrating the 78" Reunion Day. We know that the Reunion
Movement is the good fruit of the life founded on the Word of God. It is worth
remembering at this time, that it is in “prayerful dialogue with God, Mar Ivanios
and Mar Theophilos realized that only through deep communion with the Lord
could they know his will and have the strength to follow it” (Message of Pope
John Paul 11 for the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Reunion Movement).

The Malankara Church that entered into communion with the Catholic Church
ascended the stair of success through the committed and steadfast hard work of
the sons and daughters of this Church. The Christian Faithful are “those who,
incorporated in Christ through baptism, have been constituted as the people of
God; for this reason, since they have become sharers in Christ’s priestly, prophetic
and royal function in their own manner; they are called, in accordance with the
condition proper to each, to exercise the mission which God has entrusted to the
Church to fulfil in the world” (CCEO ¢ 7 8§1). It is a glorious tradition of the Laity
of the Malankara Church that they fully and practically participate in the life of
the Church. “The ancient Apostolic Church of St. Thomas Christians, the
Malankara Church, rooted in the ecclesial tradition and discipline that developed
in Malankara, is known for its custom of the participation of the laity in the daily
life of the Church without prejudice to the preeminent role of the ministerial
priesthood” (Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Pedro Lopez Quintana in his message
for the 77" Reunion Day Celebrations).

With the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church as a Major
Archiepiscopal Church, some reverend priests who rendered arduous ministry in
the different fields of service of the Church were honoured bestowing on them
the titles of Corepiscopo and Ramban. In a similar way, the Holy Episcopal
Synod convoked from 15 to 17 July 2008, as per the tradition of our Church,
decided to honour the members of the Laity who participate in the building up of
the Church with immense sacrifice and exemplary service at the ecclesial and
eparchial levels. After the titles bestowed on the Laity by the Pope, the title
“Malankara Sabha Ratnam” (the Gem / Jewel of the Malankara Church) will be
the highest title of honour in the Malankara Catholic Church. Thereafter, the title
Bar Itho Briro, j.is i< ;2 the Great Son of the Church or Baz Itho Brirtho,

fiuis i< 13 the Great Daughter of the Church will be the next title of honour in
our Church. These titles will be bestowed on the Laity by the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos of the Malankara Catholic Church at appropriate times in consultation
with the Eparchial Bishops.

The Holy Episcopal Synod has also authorised our Metropolitans to make
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arrangements to honour the outstanding members of the Laity of the Eparchies.
Accordingly, the highest title of honour in the Eparchy will be Bar Itho Sariro
L )i, ;2 the Good Son of the Church or Barz Itho Sarirtho hts A2z,
the Good Daughter of the Church. Next to this, the title of Bar Itho Kasiro
)iz < 52 the Diligent Son of the Church or Barz Itho Kasirtho .25 Ji,< 1.2
the Diligent Daughter of the Church could be bestowed upon the Laity of the
Eparchy. Our Metropolitans will honour our Laity bestowing on them these titles

at appropriate times. Proper costumes and medals shall be assigned to these titles.

It goes without saying that the titles of honour bestowed in the Church are in
recognition of the meritorious service rendered to the Church. More than deciding
on the controversial issue “who is the greatest among us?” (Lk 9:46), it is to be
understood as a sign of “being the servant of all” (Mk 9:35) and an invitation to
be so. The bestowal of a title, accepting one as the servant of all, as the
representative of all, is a testimony to the truth that all who are engaged in building
up the Church are recognised and honoured.

Preparations are progressing to celebrate the 78" anniversary of the Reunion
Movement on 18, 19 and 20 September 2008 at Ranni in the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla. The details of the celebrations will be intimated to all from the
Archieparchy. I invite all Bishops, Priests, Religious and the Faithful to participate
in the celebration and strengthen our ecclesial communion.

| wish that this year’s Reunion Day celebrations help us all to be one, “just as
the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body.” (1Cor 12:12-13) As the Father and Head of the Malankara Catholic
Church I will represent our Church in the Synod convoked by the Holy Father
Pope Benedict XVI in Rome from 5 to 26 October 2008. | will also participate in
the liturgical celebration in St. Peter’s Basilica in which Blessed Alphonsa will
be declared a Saint in the Church. All of you shall specially pray for the divine
conduct of the Synod.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and all the Saints, especially of our Father and Apostle St. Thomas
and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

—\“"’QW,Q/V&S O_QJLQN"S)‘
08.09.2008 A — - - -
Catholicate Centre Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos,
Pattom, Trivandrum Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B. :This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during the Holy
Qurbono next Sunday.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepicopoi, Rambans, Priests,
Deacons, Religious and the Faithful
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Praise be to the Triune God,
Self - existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

Unity or communion is living participation in the life of the Holy Trinity.
Itis in ecclesial life that man experiences this divine presence most profoundly.
The Church as awhole, as People of God, is united in Jesus. “You are the body
of Christ and individually members of it” (1 Cor 12:27) says the Apostle. We
being the various members of the same body, the weakness of one member
affects the whole body. “For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit” (1 Cor 12: 13). As members of the Holy Catholic Church, we have
become worthy of this special gift. It is the missionary spirit engendered by the
Malankara Catholic Church that makes us worthy of the same.

At all times, the Malankara Catholic Church realized the Gospel - life
through the apostolic life-style of her children. When the Servant of God Mar
Ivanios of happy memory, descended from the Mundanmala, taking nothing in
hand, God had prepared a group of oppressed people, who would be safe in his
hands. It is precisely because of this, that he concentrated his apostolic work in
the southern part of Travancore. From 1930 the missionary activities of the
Malankara Church began spreading the rays of divine love amidst the Dalit
and Nadar communities, which were the most backward in the society.
Archbishop Mar Ivanios took on the ecclesial vision and apostolic mission,
which were, till then, alien to the Mar Thoma Christians. A lot of Dalit and
Nadar families, who resided in and around the city of Trivandrum experienced
the love of Jesus through him.

Archbishop Mar lvanios selected certain educated and talented lay
missionaries from among the Dalit and Nadar communities and gave them
special formation. Some of them even had left their jobs and dedicated



themselves to the service of the Church. “The Lord appointed seventy others
and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he
himself intended to go” (Lk 10:1). These lay apostles vigorously set out for
missionary works just as those seventy, whom Jesus sent ahead of him. That
has occasioned for us to start several mission centres. As a result, the divine
splendor shone forth among the Dalit and Nadar communities, who were the
most oppressed ones. A lot of people from these communities embraced the
Malankara Catholic Church to accept Jesus as their Redeemer. Similarly in
the Archdiocese of Tiruvalla, a lot of Dalit families, in many places, joined the
Malankara Catholic parishes. It is worth mentioning here that the Archdiocese
took special interest and care of these families. I recall to mind the Rev. Priests,
Religious and Lay Leaders with gratitude at this juncture, who had given
leadership to this apostolic mission, which fostered the spirit of the Malankara
Church.

Many mission centres were opened in the various Eparchies during the
period of our Church Fathers — Most Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios and His
Beatitude Cyril Baselios Catholicos of happy memory; vigorous apostolic
activities were also carried out. Through their untiring apostolate, the Faithful
of these places steadily grew up as the People of God. The dynamism and
spirituality of the Malankara Church is made evident here. But in today’s world,
temporality founded on spirituality has infinite opportunities. It is the holistic
liberation of humanity that Jesus envisaged through his work of redemption.
The human society has not achieved yet this holistic liberation in its perfection.
The Malankara Church has its own duties and obligations in this regard. We
ought to acquire definite victory encountering this challenge. But we haven’t
obtained from the Government either the deserving consideration or political
representation or equitable justice and proportionate protection in order to fulfill
our obligations. All these are our due just like the other communities. For
justice is receiving and giving what is one’s due. Social, economic, political
and educational justice are to be enforced here. We ought to fight for them.
Lord Jesus, the Messiah is our moving force to realize this through proper
ways. It is in this situation that the role of the Church in the fight for the cause
of justice becomes relevant.

As per Article 15 of the Constitution of India, discrimination against a
citizen on the basis of caste, creed, colour, sex, religion or place of birth is
prohibited. As per Article 16, equality is assured for government employment.
According to Article 25, freedom of conscience, free profession of religious
faith, its practice and propagation are protected. When the law is like this, we



as a minority community, and the Dalit and Nadar communities, who are part
of our ecclesial body, and are recognized really as backward today, are denied
justice as if it were a punishment for having received the Christian faith. It is
essential to regain the rights, which they deserve. For the progress of the Dalit
community and to ensure protection of justice for them, the ‘Dalit Catholic
Maha Sabha’ (DCMS) is organized in our Church. It is known to all that under
the leadership of ‘The Centre for Public Interest Litigation’, various Christian
Communities have approached the Supreme Court in order to redeem the
equitable right of reservation of the Dalit Christians. In order to arouse the
human conscience, the DCMS along with the various Church denominations
are now conducting incessant strikes. We ought to work and pray together that
justice be implemented.

We give special attention to the right of reservation of the Nadar
Christians. For this cause we carry on organizational activities under the
auspices of the Malankara Catholic Nadar Movement. Till 1957, the right of
reservation was accorded to those who embraced Christian faith from backward
communities. We have approached the High Court in order to regain the right
of reservation lost in 1957. We are even prepared to engage the judiciary more
in a befitting manner. In 1996, under the leadership of Cyril Mar Baselios
Catholicos of happy memory, and of the activities of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, the Central Government decreed on 4-4-2000 that the entire
Nadar Community is backward class. But the State Government denies the
rights of the backward class to the majority of people who belong to this
backward community. We have already chalked out various action plans to
introduce this strongly, our most important subject, before the conscience of
the society. If only the State Commission for Backward Communities take a
decision on the matter, as decided by the National Commission, the Nadar
Christians, who now do not enjoy the right of reservation, could enjoy justice,
which was denied to them. The State Commission has instructed us to make a
thorough study of the issue and submit necessary proofs in the coming October.
We are adopting the means of prayer and fast so that the mercy of God might
be poured out, that the social conscience might be aroused, that our rulers may
be inspired to take a just decision on this issue. To achieve this goal, we will
hold a ‘Satyagraha’, extending for 24 hours, in front of the Government
Secretariat, Trivandrum. The Satyagraha with Fast will commence at 11.00
a.m. on Monday 22 September 2008 and will conclude at 11.00 a.m. on Tuesday
23 September. The presence and earnest prayers of all are solicited. | wish to
inform you that there are many who are denied admission and employment



opportunities for the sole reason that they belong to the Nadar Malankara
Catholic Christian Community. These children, who bravely proclaim amidst
temptations without any hesitation that they are members of the Malankara
Catholic Church, are a source of pride for us. I earnestly desire that our
established parishes and institutions should see this group of people with more
divine concern. With these intentions in mind, chain Fast and recitation of the
Holy Rosary will be held from 1 September to 31 December 2008. Besides,
Eucharist adoration will be held at the St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, Palayam, for
26 Hours on 22, 23 September 2008. We are all aware of the effect of Prayer
with Fast.

We are filled with apprehensions and are disturbed because of the
Christian persecution that takes place in Orissa during these days. We should
deeply share the sorrows and sacrifices, which these brethren undergo for
confessing Jesus our Lord as Savior and Master. As per the instruction of the
CBCI, we should observe 7 September as a day of prayer. Besides, we should
make a special Sunday collection and collect donations and the amount thus
collected should be sent to the Eparchial and Archieparchial centres. Our
Catholicate Centre will collect these sums and the fund will be sent to Orissa
as a collective donation of our Church.

I wish you all the blessings and the goodness of the Feast of the Nativity
of the Holy Mother of God.

May this Word of God be fulfilled in us through this Feast of
Commemoration! May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God and all the Saints, especially of our Father and
Apostle St. Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

o A Banclids 00 oom

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

1-9-2008
Catholicate Centre

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B. :This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship
during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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By the grace of God and the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Bishops,
Corepicopoi, Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful
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Praise be to the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

The Visitation of His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri,
the Prefect of the Conagregation for Oriental Churches

Most Rev. Bishops, Rev. Priests, Deacons, Religious and beloved Faithful
in Christ!

From the Synod convened in Rome on the theme “The Word of God in the
life and mission of the Church”, I, in communion with Pope Benedict XVI, the
Supreme Head of the Universal Church, the Heads of the Oriental Catholic
Churches, the College of Cardinals and the Bishops, wish you blessings and
greetings. This Synod is involved in prayerful reflection to generate profound
vision and holiness in the life of the Church embedded on the Word of God.
The conferment of sainthood by the Holy Father on 12 October to the four
Blessed, who had dedicated their lives for the fulfillment of the Word of God
and who had lived as witnesses to the Christian faith, has indeed been a
stupendous blessing to the Church. It has been a matter of pride and joy for
the St. Thomas Christians of India that the one among the four Blessed was Sr.
Alphonsa Muttathupadathu F.C.C., a daughter of India. As the first one raised
to sainthood, St. Alphonsa is a great blessing to the Syro-Malabar Church, the
people of Kerala and the Indian Church. After having celebrated the liturgy in
the holy sanctuary with the Holy Father on that blessed occasion of canonisation,
I write this pastoral letter to you. Thousands of people representing the Indians
all over the world being blessed by participating in this sacred liturgy are a
solace and blessing to the Indian Church suffering under persecution.



The representative of the Pope, Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, the Prefect of
the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, is arriving at Bharananganam in
Kerala, to participate in the celebrations in India of elevating Sr. Alphonsa to
sainthood. | hereby inform you that he will conduct an official visit in the
Malankara Catholic Church after the above mentioned celebrations. At9a.m.,
on Monday, 10 November 2008, an official welcome of the Church will be
accorded to His Eminence at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum.
Following this, His Eminence will give an official message to the Malankara
Church during the Holy Qurbono, concelebrated by the Most Rev. Bishops
and Rev. Fathers with the Faithful. At the public meeting thereafter, the
Malankara Catholic Church will bestow reverence to His Eminence arriving
as the representative of the Holy Apostolic See of Rome.

Needless to say that the Malankara Catholic Church in its autonomous
existence in and communion in faith and sacraments with the Universal Catholic
Church will be strengthened by this visit. As the first official visit of the Prefect
of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, after the elevation of the
Malankara Catholic Church to the Major Archiepiscopal status and the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos installed as its Father and Head, it is a memorable
occasion for our Church. | therefore exhort you to participate in all the
programmes in connection with the visitation and draw blessings.

The visitation of His Eminence the Cardinal takes place in Trivandrum,
the headquarters of our Church. It is expected that all our Eparchies will
participate in this. Due to the constraints of time the Cardinal cannot visit
each Eparchy. Under the leadership of Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the
Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Common Celebrations and Rt. Rev.
Msgr. James Paravila, the Protosyncellus of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum as General Convener, various committees are formed and have
started functioning for the success of the programmes.

I am happy to inform you that on Saturday, 11 October 2008, together with
Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, the Metropolitan of Muvattupuzha, and our
reverend Priests in Rome, | celebrated for all of you the Holy Qurbono on the
main altar of St. Peter’s Basilica. The seminarians of our Church studying in
Rome, reverend Sisters and the Faithful of our Church who had come from
America, Europe and Kerala participated in the Holy Qurbono. We
commemorated and prayed for all our Most Rev. Bishops of happy memory
and for the leaders of the Reunion Movement, the departed Priests, Religious,
and the Faithful on that occasion.



May these present day events provide abundant divine presence and
strengthen our ecclesial life. May the intercession of Saint Alphonsa strengthen
you, your families and communities! May the good God bless you all
abundantly.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the College of Apostles, especially of our Father St.
Thomas and all the saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

. A Banelids o Qooni

Vatican City Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos,
13.10.2008 Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
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MESSAGE

Most Rev. Fathers, Coepiscopoi, Rambans, Rev. Fathers, Religious, dear youth
and Faithful in the Lord,

October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the heavenly Patron of the
Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCY M), is celebrated as Youth Day in
the Malankara Catholic Church. Since 4 October is a working day, | cordially
invite all the Rev. Fathers, the Faithful and especially the members of the
MCYM to celebrate the Youth Day befittingly in all our parishes and mission
stations on Sunday, 5 October 2008. | remind all of you to conduct on that day
after the celebration of the Holy Qurbono, Assisi Study Seminar and meetings
that highlight the mission and involvement of the Youth in the Church and to
extend all sorts of encouragement to the activities of the youth.

| congratulate and felicitate the activities of the Malankara Catholic Youth,
who, along with the Church, work in the ecclesial, diocesan and parish realms,
either in the organizational level or otherwise. The youth, full of vitality, is the
strength and hope of the Church. It is the duty of the youth, more than all
others, to build up the Church, to keep alive the message of the Church in the
society and to renew the Church continuously. Every Malankara Catholic young
man and woman is called to be the custodian and carrier of the vision and
interests of the Malankara Catholic Church in the community of the faithful.
The youth should be able to stand firm like rock along with the Church,
participating in the missionary activities of the Church and without any wavering
amidst crises.

This is an epoch when the Church and the society at large confront with
various oppositions. In India where values of secularism and democracy are



upheld, human and religious lives have become unsafe. Christian missionaries
and communities are being persecuted and brutally massacred and churches
are destroyed in Orissa, Mangalore and in several other places. The poor faithful
are being hunted after just for being Christians. Under these circumstances of
insecurity, our youth should be able to instill in these people self-confidence,
strength, consolation and hope. The youth-Church should be prepared to give
witness to steadfast and courageous faith. It is the path of love and suffering
that lie ahead of us; the way our Lord Jesus Christ has shown us. One who
takes weapon is a coward. We need the boldness of faith which shuns weapons.
Violence is not our way.

This is also a period when atheism and materialism are gaining strength.
Atheistic movements are trying to insult the Church and her authorities through
overt and covert means. Greed for wealth, extravagance, corruption and
nepotism are destroying this society. Here, our youth should become the symbols
of divine faith, love, justice and fidelity. Let the members of the MCYM be the
spokespersons of peace, renunciation and commitment like St. Francis of Assisi.

Dear Youth,

The topic of our study for the years 2008-2009 is, ‘Abide in the Word and
Sanctify the World’. You should study deeply and practice this well-timed
topic. This topic invites us to acquire holiness in the mutual abiding of the
Word and the person and thereby to share in the mission of the Church in order
to sanctify the human society and the world. ‘To live in the Word’ means, ‘to
live in relations with the Word of God in order to mould your life in accordance
with that Word’. The Word is God himself. This Word took flesh and became
man. The constant reading of and the meditation on the Word should make us
devotees of the Word. This is the union of the branches with the vine.” I am the
vine and you are the branches” (Jn 15:5).

The Psalmist says thus: “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path” (Ps 119:105). Association with the Word of God will enlighten life and
the ways of life. For, it is Christ who shines forth in us through the Word. “I am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness” (Jn
8:12). Sanctification is the process by which an individual is filled with light,
having expelled the inner darkness of sin. This is union with Christ. The strength
of youthhood should emerge from the Word. “I write to you young people,
because you are strong and the Word of God abides in you: and you have
overcome the evil one” (1 Jn 2: 14). To abide in the Word and to sanctify the
present world by the power of the Word is the mission of the young people.



They ought to expel the inequality and the moral decadences that exist in the
sociey. The youth should be able to do good and propagate them arousing
divine, moral and the democratical values in the society.

On this MCYM day, let us offer before God the youth of the Malankara
Church. The activities of the Youth Movement should not be weakened in any
parish either due to the personal peculiarities or due to flawed vision or due to
organizational defects. Those who are concerned should see that the offerings
of the MCYM day is sent to the respective Eparchial Centers to be utilized for
the works of the Youth Movement. Let me remind all who are responsible in
the parish to render all possible helps for the activities of the Youth Movement.

May the grace and blessings of the omnipotent God be with us all.

Amen

sd/-
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church

Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Youth

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.: This message should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres
of worship during the Holy Qurbono either on 5 October or next Sunday.



