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Editorial
Eparchies and Bishops

25 January 2010 is another day marked in bold letters in the history of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis, Major Archbishop-Catholicos erected two Eparchies in the Church
and proclaimed the election of four new Bishops in the Church and announced
the transfer of two Bishops from their present Eparchies to the newly erected
Eparchies. The Eparchy of Pathanamthitta was created bifurcating the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the Eparchy of Puttur was created bifurcating
the Eparchy of Bathery. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Bishop of
Marthandom was transferred from the See of Marthandom to the new See of
Pathanamthitta. Similarly Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios was
transferred from the See of Bathery to the new See of Puttur. His Beatitude the
Catholicos also appointed Rev. Fr. K.M. Vincent Kulapuravilai from the
Eparchy of Marthandom as Eparchial Bishop of Marthandom. His Beatitude
also appointed Rev. Fr. Samuel Kattukallil from the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum as the Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
Rev. Fr. Stephen Thottathil from the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla as the Auxiliary
Bishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
from the Order of the Imitation of Christ as the Bishop of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal
Church.

24 July 2010 is another historical day in the life of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI erected the Apostolic
Exarchy of the United States of America for the Syro-Malankara Catholics in
that land. The Holy Father appointed Rev. Fr. Thomas Naickamparambil as its
first Bishop. He is also appointed as the Apostolic Visitator of the Syro-
Malankara Catholics residing in Canada and Europe.

With the erection of the two Eparchies and Exarchy and the appointment
of five new Bishops, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has now eight
Eparchies, one Exarchy and fourteen Bishops. The creation of more eparchies
and exarchate and the appointment of the new Bishops help the consolidation
of the spiritual and pastoral care of the People of God and to make available to
the people the Episcopal ministry. It is also a sign of the vitality and dynamism
of the Church and the urge of the Church to find new ways and opportunities
of being a Church.



Editorial

The contemporary hierarchical structuring of the Church is the result of a
historical evolution. The election and appointment of Bishops in the Church is
a very important event in the life of the Church. In the Eastern Churches, it is
a symbol of the hierarchical unity and an expression of communion expressed
through a synodal act. The very first of the Apostolic Canons opens saying:
“Let a bishop be ordained by two or three bishops”. Itis the right of the Synod
to appoint Bishops (c 23 of Antioch). This indicates the synodal/collegial role
of Bishops in episcopal ordination. Apostolic canon 34 puts forward the golden
rule of synodality in the Church and ecclesial government:

The bishop of every nation must acknowledge him who is first
among them and account him as their head, and do nothing of
consequence without his consent; but each may do those things
only which concern his parish, and the country places which belong
to it. But neither let him (who is first) do anything without the
consent of all; for so there will be unanimity, and God will be
glorified through the Lord in the Holy Spirit.

Canon 4 and 5 of Nicea and ¢ 2 of Constantinople lay down the norms for
the synodal administration of the province. Canon 19 of the Council of Antioch
gives the norms for the synodal participation in the ordination of a Bishop:

A bishop shall not be ordained without a synod and the presence
of the metropolitan of the province. And when he is present, it is
by all means better that all his brethren in the ministry of the
province should assemble together with him; and these the
metropolitan ought to invite by letter. And it were better that all
should meet; but if this be difficult, it is indispensable that a majority
should either be present or take part by letter in the election, and
that thus the appointment should be made in the presence, or with
the consent, of the majority; but if it should be done contrary to
these decrees, the ordination shall of no force. And if the
appointment shall be made according to the prescribed canon, and
any should object through natural love of contradiction, the decision
of the majority shall prevail.

The above historical development shows that the universality of the Church
of Christ becomes crystallized in the particular Church expressed through
Episcopal synodality or communion. The Church of Christ is manifested at
three levels that are not wholly distinct, but rather immanent and
complementary: a universal level- universal church- and particular level - the
sui iuris Church - and a singular level — the Eparchy- among which exists a
permanent relationship of interiority of communion. These three levels
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Bishops and Eparchies

correspond to the triple dimension - universal, particular and singular - of the
functions conferred by the sacrament of the episcopate. Just as Christ constituted
the Apostolic College over all the Church under the authority of Peter, in the
same way the only Church founded by Christ - a universal reality that exists
ontologically and temporally prior to every particular Church sui iuris and
singular Church, the Eparchy - so is the Episcopal College, formed by many,
to whom he individually entrusted the office of pastor of the various Christian
communities, are united under the Roman Pontiff, the successor of Peter. The
particular Church sui iuirs is a plurality of Eparchies that are in communion
among them. In this way, the communio episcoporum of all the bishops in the
Episcopal College, that is, the Holy Episcopal Synod of a Church sui iuris, is
an instrument of communio ecclesiarum in the only Church of Christ.

Who is a Bishop?

The Bishops are successors of the Apostles, in whom resides the fullness
of priesthood. The Gospel of Luke (Cf. 6:13) tells us that Jesus named the
Twelve “Apostles”, which literally means “envoys”, “those who are sent”. In
the Gospel of Mark we read that Jesus also appointed the twelve “to be sent
out to preach” (3:14). This means that both the election and the establishment
of the Twelve as Apostles are directed towards mission. “And Jesus came and
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that  have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always,
to the end of the age” (Mt 28:18-20).

The source of the apostolic hierarchy is the Holy Trinity. God the Father
generates in Himself and sends into the world the Word, the Son of God made
man, Jesus Christ, who will proclaim the sovereign line of our economy of
salvation: “As the Father has sent me, I also sent you.” (Jn 20:21)

This derivation of the episcopate from the depths of divine life, and from the
historicity of Christ’s plan - a plan that is accomplished in the mission of the
Holy Spirit (Jn 16:17) - makes the Father the one supreme Principle and Head of
Christ Himself (1Cor 11:13); it makes Christ the Head of the Church, and makes
the Bishop Christ’s continuator and representative, the teacher, priest and pastor
of the People of God, the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ (Pope Paul VI,
“The ministry of Bishops,” The Pope Speaks 18 (1973) 166-167).

The Christological dimension of the pastoral ministry, considered in depth,
leads to an understanding of the Trinitarian foundation of ministry itself. Christ’s
life is Trinitarian. He is the eternal and only begotten Son of the father and the
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Editorial

anointed of the Holy Spirit, sent into the world; it is he who, together with the
Father pours out the Spirit upon the Church. The Trinitarian dimension, manifested
in every aspect of Christ’s life and activity, also shapes the life and activity of the
Bishop.(Pastor Gregis 7).

The tradition which sees the Bishop as an image of God the Father is quite
ancient. As Saint Ignatius of Antioch wrote, the Father is like an invisible
Bishop, the Bishop of all. Every Bishop, therefore, stands in the place of the
Father of Jesus Christ in such a way that, precisely because of this representation,
he is to be revered by all. Christ is the primordial icon of the Father and the
manifestation of his merciful presence among men and women. The Bishop,
who acts in the person and in the name of Christ himself, becomes in the
Church entrusted to him a living sign of the Lord Jesus, Shepherd and Spouse,
Teacher and High Priest of the Church. Finally, the anointing of the Holy Spirit,
by configuring the Bishop to Christ, enables him to be a living continuation of
the mystery of Christ for the Church.

A Bishop as “Man of God”

“You, man of God” (1 Tim 6, 11): With this title, St. Paul qualifies Timothy.
It is a passage where the apostle traces a program of life for the Bishop that is
perennially valid. The pastor must be a “man of God”; his existence and his
ministry are entirely under the divine lordship and draw light and vigor from
the supreme mystery of God. ““You, man of God. ...You must aim to be upright
and religious, filled with faith and love, perseverance and gentleness” (1 Tim
6, 11). Episcopal ordination does not infuse perfection of the virtues: The Bishop
is called upon to continue his journey of sanctification with greater intensity,
to reach the perfection of Christ the perfect Man. A Bishop is called upon to
give this “noble profession of faith before many witnesses” (1 Tim 6, 12).

The functions of the Bishop must not be reduced to those of administration
alone. In order to avoid this risk, the reality of the episcopate as the fullness of
the Holy Orders — in its theological, Christological and pneumatological
foundations — entails for the personal life of the Bishop and for the exercise of
the ministry entrusted to him.

The Threefold Office of the Bishops (Tria munera)

Munus docendi, sanctificandi et regendi, (the ministry of teaching,
sanctifying and governing) are the threefold office of the Bishops. (cf. Lumen
Gentium, nos. 25-27; Christus Dominus, nos. 12-16). Duc in docendo! (Lead
in teaching). The exhortation of the Apostle is memorable here: “Preach the
word, be urgent in season and out of season, convince, rebuke and exhort- be
unfailing in patience and in teaching” (2 Tim 4, 2). The Episcopal office of
teaching in the Church is conferred by episcopal consecration and can be

8



Bishops and Eparchies

exercised only in hierarchical communion with the head and the members of
the college of Bishops. Duc in sanctificando! (Lead in sanctifying). The “nets”
Bishops are called upon to cast among men are, first of all, the sacraments, of
which the Bishops are the principal dispensers, governors, guardians and
promoters (cf. Christus Dominus, no. 15). Duc in regendo! (Lead in governing).
As shepherds and true fathers, assisted by the priests and other collaborators,
Bishops have the task of gathering the family of the faithful and in it fostering
charity and brotherly communion (cf. Christus Dominus, no. 16).

Pastoral and Collegial Office of the Bishop

Vatican II characterizes the Bishop’s office by three essential attributes:
pastoral, collegial and sacramental. The Bishop’s office is pastoral because it
is a ministry of proclamation, sanctification and leadership. The Bishop’s office
is properly a ministry, and more specifically the ministry of a shepherd (LG
no.18 ff). A Bishop must model himself on the image of the Good Shepherd
(John 10, 1-39). The Bishop’s office is collegial. “And he appointed the Twelve”
(Mk 3: 14). The Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium employs this Gospel
text to introduce its teaching on the collegial nature of the group of the twelve
(LG 19). This collegiality reaches its fullness under the primacy of St. Peter:
“In order that the episcopate itself, however, might be one and undivided he
put Peter at the head of the other apostles, and in him he set up a lasting and
visible source and foundation of the unity both of faith and of communion”
(LG 18; See also CCEO c 42).

What is an Eparchy?

The term Eparchy (from the Greek, eparchia) was employed in Byzantine
civil law to designate a subdivision of a civil diocese. Just as the terms province
and diocese came to be employed in ecclesiastical administration, so too was
the term “eparchy” was adopted by the Church. An Eparchy is a portion of the
people of God that is entrusted to a Bishop to shepherd, with the cooperation
of the presbyters, in such a way that, adhering to its pastor and gathered by him
through the gospel and the Eucharist in the Holy Spirit, it constitutes a particular
Church in which the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church of Christ truly
exists and is operative (CCEOQ c. 177 §1). This canon is the restatement of
Christus Dominus no. 11, an ecclesiological-theological description of an
Eparchy. An Eparchy or diocese is a portion of the people of God, the full cura
animarum of which is primarily entrusted, through canonical provision to a
Bishop in order that, as its own pastor, he may gather it in ecclesial communion
with the help of the Eparchial presbyterate. We can find three subjective
elements here: 1) the existence of the portion of the people of God; 2) the
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primary conferral of the pastoral care of the community to an Eparchial Bishop;
3) the designation of a presbyteral coetus to cooperate in the pastoral duties of
that Bishop. These three elements differentiate the Eparchy from other coetus
fidelium, “which is joined together by a hierarchy according to the norm of
law and which is expressly or tacitly recognized as sui iuris by the supreme
authority of the Church” (CCEO c 27) and is called a Church sui iuris.

An Eparchial Bishop is one to whom the care of a singular church or
Eparchy is committed to care for its flock, as its proper, ordinary and immediate
pastor, sanctifying and governing them (CCEO c 178). In the name of God, for
the benefit of the Church, he lets his authority to be regulated and circumscribed
by the authority of the Supreme Pontiff, the Ecumenical Council, the Patriarchs
and the Holy Synod of his Church and recognize the rights which are conferred
by law on them or other hierarchical authorities (Cfr. CCEO c 178).

What is an Exarchate and who is an Exarch?

An Exarchy is a portion of the People of God which, because of special
circumstances, is not erected as an Eparchy, and which being delimited
territorially or some other criterion, is entrusted to an Exarch to shepherd (CCEO
¢ 311 §1). The Exarch governs the Exarchy either in the name of the one who
appointed him or in his own name, This must be established in the erection or
modification of the Exarchy (CCEO ¢ 312). What is applied to the Eparchy
and the eparchial Bishop is also applicable to Exarchy and the Exarch (CCEO
¢ 313). These quotes from the present common legislation tell us what an
Exarchy is and who an Exarch who governs the Exarchy is. In all practical
sense, an Exarchy is equated to an Eparchy and the Exarch to an Eparchial
Bishop. They enjoy the same rights and obligations except when otherwise
stipulated in the common law.

Titular Bishops

Besides Bishops who are Eparchial Bishops, there are Titular Bishops in
the Church (CCEOQ c 179) to perform other functions in the Church that needs
the exercise of Episcopal powers. “If the pastoral needs of the eparchy suggest
it, one or several auxiliary Bishops are to be appointed at the request of the
eparchial Bishop” (CCEO c 212 §1) in an Eparchy. Similarly if the common
pastoral needs of the entire Church suggest it, Curia Bishops, who assist a
Patriarch or Major Archbishop-Catholicos, are appointed according to the norm
of CCEO c 87: “The patriarch can see that certain bishops, though not more
than three, are elected for the patriarchal curia by the Synod of Bishops of the
patriarchal church according to the norm of cann. 181, §1 and 182-187 as long
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Bishops and Eparchies

as provision is made for their support; he confers on them an office with a
residence in the patriarchal curia and can also ordain them after having fulfilled
all requirements for the Episcopal proclamation”.

The office of the Eparchial Bishop, that is, the Episcopal see, is concomitant
with the Eparchial structure, of which it forms an integral and inseparable
part. In this respect, an important juridical peculiarity of the Eparchy as regards
the other ecclesiastical divisions lies in the fact that the principle office must
be entrusted to a Bishop. When established as an Eparchy, a Christian
community achieves completeness on a structural level, and that completeness
postulates adaptation to the sacramental order. The Titular Bishops, according
to the office they hold in an Eparchy or in a sui iuris Church strengthen the
principle Episcopal office.

Exercise of Synodal Powers in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, since 2005, the year it was raised
to the Major Archiepiscopal status, has been empowered, sustained and
continuously informed by the synodal communion of the Bishops of this Church.
The Holy Episcopal Synod is in communion with the Roman Pontiff, the
successor of Peter, the chief of the Apostles. It is also in communion with the
entire college of Bishops of the Universal Church, whose head and principle
of unity is the Roman Pontiff. The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church exercising synodal powers as envisaged by the ancient canons
of the Church and as guaranteed by the CCEO actualizes “a permanent
relationship of interiority of communion” within the Universal Church and the
communio episcoporum within the Particular Church, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Major Archiepiscopal sui iuris Church. When the Holy Eipiscopal
Synod elects one to be Bishop and then ordains him as Bishop through a Synodal
act, an ontological relationship, communion, is actualized. When through a
canonical provision a Bishop is set over an Eparchy or is provided an office,
an ontological relationship, communion, originates between the Church and
the Bishop with his Eparchy or office and situates them within the communio.
The distinction, immanenancy and complementality of the three-level ecclesial
relationship or communio are actualized.

The erection of two new Eparchies and an Exarchy and the ordination of
five new Bishops in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church are for making present
and available the Episcopal ministry or the fullness of priesthood to be pastorally
efficacious to the People of God wherever they are. It gives new spiritual
vigour and vitality and dynamism to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
The Holy Spirit, the Word of God and the Eucharist that gather the People of
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God in its pilgrim way to the Kingdom of God, become immanently present
and efficacious in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church through new provisions
of Episcopal ministry.

The editors of MALANKARA wishes the Bishops who are installed as
Eparchial Bishops in the Eparchies, the Apostolic Exarch of our Church in
USA, Curia Bishop and the Auxiliary Bishops who take up new responsibilities
in their respective offices, a long spirit-filled Episcopal ministry in the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and in the Universal Church as members of the
communio Episcoporum of the Universal Church in communion with the
Roman Pontiff, the head and principle of communio.

We present to the Readers this volume 6 Numbers 1 & 2 of the
MALANKARA with all the synodal acts and documentations of the erection
of the new Eparchies and the election, canonical provision and ordination of
the four new Bishops of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. So also, it
contains the documentations on the erection of the Exarchy of the USA and
the appointment of its first Bishop by the Roman Pontiff.

- Editors
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29 November - 2 December 2010
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The Tenth Holy Episcopal Synod

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 29 OCTOBER TO 2 DECEMBER 2010

Venerable Brother Bishops,

It gives me great happiness to welcome all of you, especially the newly
ordained Bishops, to this tenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. I pray for the
grace of God for Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divanniasios, who were transferred and appointed to the
newly erected Eparchies of Pathanamthitta and Puttur respectively. I wish
special blessings of God to Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas and Most Rev.
Vincent Mar Paulos who took charge of the Eparchies of Bathery and
Marthandom respectively.

I recall with gratitude to God the divine providence and the recognition
we received in the Universal Church through the enthronement of Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Eusebius as the Bishop of the Exarchate in USA, established by
the Most Holy Father for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. I wish God’s
blessings and best wishes to Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, who took charge
as the Auxiliary Bishop and Proto-syncellus of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum and Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos who took charge as the
Aucxiliary Bishop and the Proto-syncellus of Tiruvalla and as the Coordinator
of the Pastoral Region of Kattappana. I extend a hearty welcome to Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC who was appointed the Bishop of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia.

As you know I attended the Synod convoked in Rome by the Holy
Father in October 2010, to evaluate the Catholic life in the Middle East Region
and it was really a good experience. I am happy to convey to you the Apostolic
Blessing imparted by the Holy Father to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Let us listen to the words of the Psalmist - Ps. 119:74 -79, “Those who
fear you shall see me and rejoice, because I have hoped in your word. I know,
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O Lord, that your judgements are right, and that in faithfulness you have
humbled me. Let your steadfast love become my comfort according to your
promise to your servant. Let your mercy come to me, that I may live; for your
law is my delight. Let the arrogant be put to shame, because they have subverted
me with guile; as for me, I will meditate on your precepts. Let those who fear
you turn to me, so that they may know your decrees.” When the passage is re-
read placing the Church in the position of the devotee who speaks with God,
the divine providence enjoyed by our Church is made clear to us. The Psalmist
praises the happiness of the devotee, his hopes and concerns. We shall self-
examine ourselves replacing the devotee with the Church. What is our
happiness? What is our hope? What are our concerns, as a Church? Our self-
examination shall lead to self-surrender. It is the assurance of the “Immanuel
Experience” that the Church, the Bride of Christ gives to the world. Is not our
happiness transformed when God is with us? Will not our concerns change
fundamentally when God dwells with us? Dear brother Bishops, God has
entrusted us the responsibility to strengthen our Church, as the Church is the
presence of the Messiah in the world.

The Holy See has not, so far, turned down any of our proposals for
canonical provisions. It is a sign of the divine grace showered up on us through
the Holy See. The deliberations in this Holy Episcopal Synod may help us to
strengthen the spiritual structures beyond worldly order, so that the Church
remains a spiritual flock. I exhort all of you to renew our commitment, so that
our duties and visions may be fulfilled.

I declare the Tenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro —
Malankara Catholic Church formally open.

& Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Tenth Ordinary Holvy Episcopal Synod
(29 November — 2 December 2010)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked the Tenth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church at the
Bishop Aloysius Benziger Council Hall of Thirusannidhi, the Major Archbishop’s
House, Pattom Trivandrum from 29 November to 2 December 2010.

Thirteen out of the fourteen Synod Fathers - His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most
Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most
Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos — were present. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Timotheos, Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla, could not attend the HES due to his
health conditions.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor of
the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes of the Synod

The Holy Episcopal Synod (HES) began with the Holy Qurbono in the
Aramana Chapel in the morning 9 a.m. on 29 November, 2010. As per the
direction of His Beatitude, His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios, who celebrated his Patron's day, was the main celebrant of the
Holy Qurbono.

The First Session of the Synod began at 11 a.m. His Beatitude Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the President of the Holy Synod welcomed all the
Bishops to the Tenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. His Beatitude delivered
the introductory address and welcomed the newly ordained bishops to the HES
which has 14 members at present. His Beatitude prayed for the grace of God for
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
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Divannasios who were transferred and appointed to the newly erected Eparchies
of Pathanamthitta and Puttur respectively. His Beatitude wished special
blessings of God to Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas and Most Rev. Vincent
Mar Paulos who took charge of the Eparchies of Bathery and Marthandom
respectively. His Beatitude specially noted the divine providence and the
recognition we received in the Universal Church through the enthronement of
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius as the Bishop of the Exarchate in USA,
established by the Most Holy Father Pope Benedict X VI for the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. His Beatitude conveyed his best wishes to Most Rev. Samuel
Mar Irenios who took charge as the Auxiliary Bishop and the Proto-syncellus
of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and Most Rev. Philipose Mar
Stephanos who took charge as the Auxiliary Bishop and the Proto-syncellus of
the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and as the coordinator of the Pastoral Region of
Kattappana. His Beatitude also welcomed Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios
who was appointed the Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. His Beatitude
shared with the Synod Fathers his experience of attending the Synod convoked,
in Rome, in October 2010, by the Holy Father to evaluate the Catholic life in
the Middle East Region and also conveyed the Apostolic Blessing imparted by
the Holy Father to the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

After reading Ps 119:74 -79, His Beatitude said that when the passage is re-
read placing the Church in the position of the devotee who speaks with God, the
divine providence enjoyed by our Church is made clear to us. The Psalmist
praises the happiness of the devotee, his hopes and his concerns. We shall self-
examine ourselves replacing the devotee with the Church. His Beatitude asked,
“What is our happiness? What is our hope? What are our concerns? as a Church.”
His Beatitude reminded that our self-examination shall lead to self-surrender. It
is the assurance of the “Immanuel Experience” that the Church, the Bride of
Christ gives to the world. His Beatitude asked, “Is not our happiness transformed
when God is with us? Hasn’t our hope been confirmed when we live in the
presence of God? Will not our concerns change fundamentally when God dwells
with us?” His Beatitude appealed to the Synod Fathers to strengthen our Church,
as the Church is the presence of the Messiah in the world.

His Beatitude recalled that the Holy See has not, so far, turned down any of
our proposals for canonical provisions. It is a sign of the divine grace showered
upon us through the Holy See. His Beatitude wished that the deliberations in this
Holy Episcopal Synod may help to strengthen the spiritual structures beyond the
worldly order, so that the Church remains a spiritual leadership.

Inviting the members of the HES to a renewed commitment, His Beatitude
declared open the Tenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church.
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Handing over of the Catholicos’ Day Collection 2010

The Eparchial Bishops entrusted to His Beatitude the offerings received

from their respectives Eparchies on the Catholicos’ Day 2010.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

His Beatitude, the President of the HES, presented the agenda of the Synod:

kv
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Prayer

Handing over of the Catholicos’ Day Collection 2010

Report of the Ninth Holy Episcopal Synod

Decisions of the Ninth Holy Episcopal Synod

Report of the Holy Episcopal Synod of Episcopal Election held on 11
December 2009.

Matters subsecreto if any

The Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC

The Evaluation of the Functioning of the Synodal Commissions

The Planning and Preparation for the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly
The Construction of the Catholicate Centre

Evaluation of the Common Programmes of 2010 - Episcopal Ordinations,
July 15 and September 20

Course for Permanent Diaconate and Theology for the Laity, Pastoral
Course for the Deacons and New Priests

Ecclesiastical and Financial Discipline (of parishes, clergy, etc)

The Acceptance and Promulgation of the KCBC decisions

The Exarchate of USA

The Reorganization of the Synodal Commissions

The Offices and Appointments in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

The Rights and Obligations of the Curia Bishop

The Ordinations in our Church

The Pastoral Care of the Tamil Speaking Malankarites in Tamil Nadu
outside the Eparchy of Marthandom

Other relevant matters if any with the Consent of the President

To the proposed agenda were added Major Seminary, the pastoral service

in the Extraterritorial Regions in India, the Directory of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church and Ad limina visit. The agenda was approved by the HES.

Presentation of Reports
Reports of the Ninth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod held from 22-23
October 2009 and its decisions and the report of the Extraordinary Holy Episcopal
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Synod for Episcopal Election held on 11 December 2009 were read out. Some
corrections were pointed out. Following this Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios
proposed that the report can be passed. It was supported by Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas. The reports and decisions were passed.

THE DELIBERATIONS

1. Election of the Secretary of the HES

The HES unanimously re-elected Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos who completed 5 years as the secretary of the HES, for a further term
of five years.

2. The Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC

The codification of the Code of Particular Canons of the SMCC is completed
and further procedure is to be followed up according to CCEO 111 §3. It will be
promulgated after finishing the due formalities.

3. Ad Limina Visit

His Beatitude informed the HES that we have received the invitation from
the Holy See for the ad limina visit, that is, the quinquennial visit of the Bishops
of our Church along with the Major Archbishop Catholicos to Rome to venerate
the tombs of the blessed Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul and to present themselves
to the successor of Saint Peter in primacy over the entire Church. This visit is
scheduled from 21 March 2011. The quinquennial report to be submitted to the
Holy See on this occasion is to be sent by the Eparchial Bishops to the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia on or before 15 December 2010.

4. The Evaluation of the functioning of the Synodal Commissions

The reconstitution of the Synodal Commissions was discussed as they complete
the term of five years. The functioning of the commission during the last five years
was evaluated by the HES. The HES opined that there should be an integral
reorganisation of the leadership of the commissions as they are reconstituted. The
following Bishops were elected chairmen of the commissions:

1. Synodal Commission for Liturgy: Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos

2. Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate: Most Rev. Dr. Samuel Mar Irenios
3. Synodal Commission for Evangelization: Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas
4

Synodal Commission for the Pastoral Care of the Faithful outside India:
Most. Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius

5. Synodal Commission for Theology and Publications:
Most Rev. Dr. Abraham Mar Julios and
Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius
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. Synodal Commission for Ecumenism and Dialogue:
Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Stephanos

Synodal Commission for the Clergy: Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghes Mar Divannasios

Sl

Synodal Commission for the Religious:
Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
9. Synodal Commission for the Laity: Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios

10. Synodal Commission for the Youth: Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos
11. Synodal Commission for Family: Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

12. Synodal Commission for Catechism (Faith Formation):
Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Stephanos

13. Synodal Commission for Vocation: Most Rev. Dr. Abraham Mar Julios
14. Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation: Most Rev. Dr. Abraham Mar Julios
15. Synodal Commission for Education: Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Thomas

16. Synodal Commission for Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians:
Most. Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios

17. Synodal Commission for Health Services: Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

18. Synodal Commission for Communication Media and Public Relations:
Most. Rev. Dr. Samuel Mar Irenios

In-charge of common celebrations: Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
The following persons were nominated as the secretaries of various Synodal
Commissions. They will be appointed with their and their respective Major
Superiors’ consent.
1. Synodal Commission for Liturgy : Rev. Dr. Isaac Parappallil
2. Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate : Rev. Dr. Devadas Thenguvilayil
3. Synodal Commission for Evangelization : Rev. Dr. Sr. Namitha SIC
4

Synodal Commission for the Pastoral Care of the Faithful outside India:
Rev. Dr. Saji Mukkoottumannil

5. Synodal Commission for Theology and Publications:
Rev. Dr. Cheriyan Kottayil (Theology) and
Rev. Dr. James Puthuparambil OIC (Publications)

6. Synodal Commission for Ecumenism and Dialogue:
Rev. Dr. Varghese Madathikkunathu

7. Synodal Commission for the Clergy: Rev. Fr. John Thundiyath

8. Synodal Commission for the Religious:
Rev. Fr. Thomas Sajeev Thekkecharuvil OIC

9. Synodal Commission for the Laity: Dr. Thomaskutty Panachickal
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10. Synodal Commission for the Youth: Rev. Fr. Thomas Kayyalackal
11. Synodal Commission for Family: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Chacko Thadathil

12. Synodal Commission for Catechism (Faith Formation):
Rev. Dr. Thomas Kanjiramukalil

13. Synodal Commission for Vocation: Rev. Fr. Joseph Poovathumtharayil
and Very Rev. Dr. Mother Ardra SIC

14. Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation: Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil
15. Synodal Commission for Education: Dr. Thomaskutty Kaimalayil

16. Synodal Commission for Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians:
Rev. Fr. Varghese Mattamana

17. Synodal Commission for Health Services: Rev. Sr. Lilly Thomas DM

18. Synodal Commission for Communication Media and Public Relations:
Dr. Abraham Joseph

Publication of Catechism Text: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Antony Kackanattu

Master of Ceremony of Common Liturgical Celebrations:
Rev. Dr. Kuriakose Thadathil

His Beatitude will coordinate the activities of all Synodal Commissions.

5. The Rights and Obligations of the Curia Bishop

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios submitted a study on the rights and
obligations of the Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the SMCC. A
committee consisting of Archbishop Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios and Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas is entrusted to do further study and to submit the proposals on the
same. This committee will submit its report in the coming HES.

6. The Offices and Appointments in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

The HES opined that the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church should develop a system of functioning of its own. Through it,
we give importance to a structure that is in accordance with the traditions of our
Church and for the efficacy of the apostolic activities. The activities of the Curia
shall be for strengthening the ecclesial life of the Eparchies, Exarchate and the
Extraterritorial Regions together with the common vision of the Church.

It is opined that the second convocation of the two ordinary HES every year,
should be conducted in a participatory nature, making it a forum for consultation
with various synodal commissions and with major superiors.
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7. Evaluation of the Common Programmes of 2010

Mar Ivanios Day: The HES evaluated that the commemoration of the Servant of
God Archbishop Mar Ivanios and the padayatra were, in general, a divine blessing.
The Bishop of Marthandom informed the HES that the padayatra from the Eparchy
of Marthandom will start from Kanaykumari every year. The HES welcomed the
proposal of the Bishop of Pathanamthitta to make convenience for the padayatrees
who arrive the previous day to prepare prayerfully to join the padayatra that begins
from Ranni-Perunnadu. Padayatras, starting from various places, can reach the
Tomb as per their arrangements. At the same time, the Synod Fathers proposed
that there shall be greater coordination in this regard. Padayatrees need not be
given special reception.

Episcopal Ordination: The Synod Fathers welcomed with happiness the general
opinion that the Episcopal Ordination service on 13 March, 2010 was devotional
and a divine blessing. The members of the HES congratulated all, especially His
Beatitude, who worked hard for it.

All expressed happiness in the simple and devotional Episcopal Ordination
conducted on 21 September 2010, the day of the anniversary of the Reunion Event.

Reunion Day Celebrations: The 80" anniversary of the Reunion Movement
celebrated in Trivandrum was a source of great blessing. The simple and
meaningful celebrations were a living witness of the presence of our Church in
the capital city of Trivandrum.

The HES agreed upon the places of annual celebrations of the Reunion Event
in the coming years: 2011- Catholice Centre, 2012- in the Eparchy of Mavelikara,
2013 - in the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, 2014-in the Eparchy of Bathery, 2015-
in the Eparchy of Puttur.

8. The Construction of the Catholicate Centre

Very Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedathu, the Finance Officer of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia presented in the HES, the income and expenditure of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia and that of the construction of the Catholicate Centre.
The HES approved the accounts. The HES discussed the ways and means to
raise the funds for the completion of the construction of the Catholicate Centre.

9. The Acceptance and Promulgation of the KCBC Decisions

The HES discussed how to implement in the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church the decisions of the Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council on feasts and
celebrations. Such decisions shall be informed and promulgated through circulars
by the Eparchial Bishops.
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When a Bishop of the SMCC officiates in any programme of a parish of the
Syro-Malabar or Latin Church, the respective Eparchial Curia shall be informed
of it.

The HES gave special direction that the celebration of the sacrament of
marriage on Sunday shall not hinder, in any way, the celebration of the Holy
Qurbono and other services and the faith-formation programmes of the parish.
The official invitation of the parish priest is sufficient for our Bishops to celebrate
the Holy Qurbono and to bless marriages in parishes of any Eparchy of our
Church. However, to celebrate liturgical functions, such as blessing of shrines,
chapels, churches, etc., reserved to the Eparchial Bishop, one has to do it with
the knowledge and permission of the Eparchial Curia/Bishop.

10. The Priestly Ordination

The HES took up for consideration the timings of the priestly ordination in
our Church. It reaffirmed the existing decision that the priestly ordination shall
be conducted after Easter. Considering the special circumstances of this year,
each Eparchy can, if necessary, anticipate the date of ordination.

11. Malankara Seminary and Priestly Formation

The HES expressed satisfaction at the progress of the atmosphere conducive
to the pastoral and intellectual formation in our Major Seminary. The HES opined
that our Major Seminary shall give thrust to the formation and discipline of the
students along with their academic excellence. It is urged to increase the number
of Spiritual Fathers, who serve the seminarians.

A committee consisting of Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas and Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos was authorized to study
the ways of making the formation in the Minor Seminary more fruitful. The
committee was asked to submit the guidelines to implement a common formation
programme for the fourth year students of all Minor Seminaries of our Church.

The formation programmes of our students studying in Rome and in other
foreign countries were evaluated. The HES decided that after the priestly
formation, proper training in Liturgy shall be given in their respective Eparchies
and then they be given priestly ordination and appointed for pastoral work.

The respective Eparchial Bishop shall ask for a written annual self-evaluation
report from our priests studying abroad.
12. Permanent Deacons

Though the curriculum for the formation of the Permanent Deacons was
prepared, due to certain technical reasons, the course couldn’t get started. There
are technical difficulties for the candidates who lead family life, to stay in the
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seminary and complete the required formation as demanded by Canon Law. For
those candidates in the ETRI the formation can be arranged at a convenient
place. The candidates have to live in the seminary since they have to become
proficient in the liturgical services and canonical prayers that could be lead by
the Deacons.

The Eparchial Bishops shall decide on the number of Permanent Deacons
depending on the need of the Eparchy. A prospectus containing the nature of the
ministry, the description of the course, the nature of the formation programme,
the eligibility of the candidates applying for the course, etc. has to be prepared
and given. The eligibility certificate issued by the Rector of the Seminary or
other competent authority is a prerequisite for diaconal ordination. Candidates
will be raised to Minor Orders before diaconal ordination. Since the service is
purely voluntary, the permanent deacons will not be given any remuneration.
The candidates have to bear the expenses of the formation. However, those who
are not economically well-placed could be given scholarships by the Eparchy.

13. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Assembly

Suviseshakayaya Malankara Sabha (Malankara Church, the Evangelizer),
the study material prepared by the committee led by Most Rev. Abraham Mar
Julios for the preparation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Assembly was presented
in the HES. It was decided that the Assembly shall be convoked along with the
anniversary of the Reunion Movement in September 2011 and the blessing of
the Catholicate Centre where in functions the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. The
Major Archbishop-Catholicos shall soon make the official declaration of the
canonical convocation of the Assembly. A core-committee consisting of Most
Rev. Abraham Mar Julios as Chairman, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos and Most
Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos as Vice-Chairmen and Rev. Dr. John Vaipil as
General Secretary was constituted. The Committee can co-opt others to help it.

Before the Syro-Malankara Catholic Assembly, the Eparchial Bishops shall
convoke the Eparchial Assemblies. The members of the core-committee shall
visit all Eparchies and give guidelines to conduct Eparchial Assemblies in line
with the theme of the general assembly. The Syro-Malanakra Catholic Assembly
will be held from 6 p.m., on Wednesday, 21 September to 4 p.m. on Friday, 23
September, 2011. Thereafter, the Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod will
be convoked to discuss the proposals of the Assembly and to give common
guidelines to the Church. This Synod will begin at 8.30 p.m. on Friday, 23
September and end in the evening on Saturday, 24 September 2011. Tuesday, 20
September will be a day of recollection for the Bishops.
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14. The 81% Anniversary of the Reunion Movement

The 81* anniversary of the Reunion Movement will be celebrated under the
auspices of the Catholicate Centre, in Trivandrum. The blessing of the Catholicate
Centre and the public meeting shall be held after the solemn Holy Qurbono. The
yearly global meetings of the MCYM and MCA have to be arranged at a
convenient time by the respective organizations.

15. The Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios

The HES evaluated the progress of the Cause of Canonisation of the Servant
of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios. It was decided that the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church shall become a co-petitioner along with the religious
congregations, the present petitioners of the Cause. His Beatitude the Catholicos
will follow up the matter.

16. The Pastoral Care of the Tamil Speaking Malankarites in Tamil Nadu,
outside the Eparchy of Marthandom

A good number of the Faithful of the Eparchy of Marthandom lives
elsewhere in Tamil Nadu, especially in Chennai and Madurai. The HES
authorised Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, the Bishop of Marthandom to provide
pastoral care to these Faithful in collaboration with Most Rev. Jacob Mar
Barnabas, the Apostolic Visitor to the ETRI. The HES suggested to form a
parish for the Tamil-speaking Malankarites in Chennai in accord with our
present canonical status there. Arrangements are to be made for this when a
new church is built for the parish of Chennai-Padi. The HES obeserved that
the land in Chennai belonging to the Eparchy of Marthandom shall be in
exclusive possession of the Eparchy of Marthandom, except for the fifteen
cents of land allotted to the parish and that can be relocated in the plot, for the
sake of convenience.

17. The Exarchate of USA

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, the Bishop of the Exarchate erected in
USA presented in writing the details of the pastoral service of the Exarchate. He
shared with the HES the warm welcome he received and the recognition of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church received in the Bishops’ Conference of
America.The HES evaluated the participation of the priests now in America in
the pastoral care of our parishes and the relationship of our priests working in
the Latin Parishes of America with our parishes. His Excellency informed the
HES that we have received four youth born and brought up in America, as
candidates to priesthood. The HES determined that the term of service of the
Rev. Priests working in the Exarchate shall be three years.
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18. The Pastoral Activities in the ETR outside India

The pastoral activities of our Church in Canada and Europe were presented
to the HES by Most Rev Thomas Mar Eusebius, the Apostolic Visitor to these
regions. He informed the HES that the number of Syro-Malankara Catholics in
Ireland is increasing. The activities of our Church in England have progressed
and soon a new community will be formed.

In the discussions that followed, it was suggested that a preliminary study
has to be conducted on the pastoral care of our faithful in Australia, New Zealand,
Singapore, Malaysia and nearby countries. His Beatitude the Catholicos appointed
Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios to conduct the study of our Faithful in New
Zealand and Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, for the same, in Singapore,
Australia and Malaysia.

19. The Pastoral Activities in the ETR in India

The ecclesial service in the 42 parish centres spread across the country is
progressing. A prayer service in Jabalpur and the celebration of the Holy
Qurbono once in a month in Gudgaon are recent developments. We have
achieved progress in the domain of faith formation. More than 500 youth
participated in the Youth Convention conducted in Delhi. The convention
inaugurated by the Apostolic Nuncio in India was a grand success. The need of
exploring the possibilities of evangelisation in the North-Eastern regions of
India was highlighted. As the number of priests to work in the ETRI is small,
the difficulties in pastoral activities are great.

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas informed the HES of the details of the
land and churches under the ownership of Bethany Ashram in the Mumbai-
Pune region to be handed over to the ETRI and the amount to be given to
Bethany Ashram in this regard.

The HES decided to resubmit the written “Proposal for a Malankara
Catholic Eparchy Outside the Territorium Proprium in India”, submitted on
11 April 2009, to the Holy See, on the canonical status of the ETRI, as we have
not received any official information on the matter.

20. Discipline in Ecclesial Life

The HES reiterated the rights and obligations of the Eparchial Bishops
and other Major Superiors to discern and evaluate the trends detrimental to
Christian life, faith and witness of parishes, laity, religious and the clergy and
to take disciplinary action against them. The decisions canonically taken by
the Holy Episcopal Synod is binding on all. In this context, on certain matters
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concerning parishes, institutions and persons that came in for the special
consideration of the HES, the respective authorities were directed to take
appropriate decision in accordance with the provisions of Canon Law.

21. Priests’ Meet

The Malankara Catholic Vaidika Sangamam 2010 proposed by the
Synodal Commission for the Clergy as part of the celebration of the “Year of
Priests” did not materialise due to the erection of new Eparchies and Episcopal
ordinations. It was decided that this sangamam shall be conducted from 1 to 2
March 2011 at St. John’s Cathedral Tiruvalla.

22. Publication of the Directory

The HES discussed the need of publishing a new version of the Directory of
our Church published in the year 2006. It was observed that the content of the
Directory would become irrelevant after January 2011 due to transfers of priests
and religious. However, it was decided that the directory shall be published in
January 2011.

23. Publication of the Report and Decision of the HES for the People

The HES pointed out that the important deliberations and decisions of the
HES have to be published for the knowledge of all the Christian faithful of our
Church. Hence it was decided that the approved report and decisions of the
HES, that are not subsecreto matters, shall be published, as early as possible,
through our publications.

CONCLUSION

The concluding session of the Holy Episcopal Synod began at 11:00 a.m.
on 2 December, 2011. In his concluding message, His Beatitude conveyed
gratitude to all Bishops who participated in the HES. In the context of the
convocation of the HES at Thirusannidhi, His Beatitude thanked all the officials
of the Major Archbishop’s House. His Beatitude reminded the members of the
HES that in ecclesial life, while correcting the individuals, our approach shall
combine discipline and mercy. His Beatitude invited the members to nurture
all gifts of the Holy Spirit that we received through this HES. His Beatitude
reminded the members of the HES to foster devotion to the Blessed Mother
through the promotion of the intercessory prayers according to our liturgy and
the universal prayer of the Rosary. His Beatitude wished that the Holy Episcopal
Synod may help everyone to respond, together with the Blessed Mother, to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. His Beatitude also conveyed greetings to Most
Rev. Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos who celebrates the silver jubilee of his
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sacerdotal ordination. His Beatitude declared the Tenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod closed.

The Secretary of the HES, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos thanked His
Beatitude for his inspiring leadership. On behalf of the Synod Fathers he also
conveyed jubilee greetings to His Beatitude who is also in the Silver Jubilee
Year of his priestly ordination.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos led the noon prayers
and imparted the apostolic blessing.

¥ Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Tenth Ordinary Holv Episcopal Synod
(29 November — 2 December 2010)

DECISIONS

The Tenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod that was convoked from 29
November to 2 December, 2010 took the following decisions.

I. The Acceptance and Promulgation of the KCBC decisions

1. The decisions of Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council shall be informed and
promulgated through circulars by the Eparchial bishops.

I1. Inter-Ecclesial Participation

2. When a Bishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church officiates in any
programme of a parish of the Syro-Malabar or Latin Church, the respective
eparchial curia shall be informed of it.

I1I. Participation of a Syro-Malankara Catholic Bishop in Intra-Ecclesial
Spiritual Services

3. The official invitation of the parish priest is sufficient for our Bishops to
celebrate the Holy Qurbono and to bless marriages in parishes of any
Eparchy of our Church. However, to celebrate liturgical functions, such as
blessing of shrines, chapels, churches, etc., reserved to the Eparchial Bishop,
one has to do it with the knowledge and permission of the Eparchial Curia/
Bishop.

IV. Guidelines for the Celebration of the Sacraments of Priestly Ordination
and Marriage

4. The HES reaffirmed the existing decision that the priestly ordination shall
be conducted after Easter. Considering the special circumstances of this
year, each Eparchy can, if necessary, anticipate the date of ordination.

5. The celebration of the sacrament of marriage on Sunday shall not hinder, in
any way, the celebration of the Holy Qurbono and other services and the
faith-formation programmes of the parish.
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V. Priestly Formation

6. A committee consisting of Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Thomas and Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos was authorized to
study the ways of making the formation in the Minor Seminary more fruitful.
The committee was asked to submit the guidelines to implement a common
formation programme for the fourth year students of all Minor Seminaries
of our Church.

7. After the priestly formation of our students studying in Rome and in other
foreign countries, proper training in Liturgy shall be given in their respective
Eparchies and then they be given priestly ordination and appointed for
pastoral work.

8. The respective Eparchial Bishop shall ask for a written annual self-evaluation
report from our priests studying abroad.

VI. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Assembly

9. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Assembly shall be convoked along with
the anniversary of the Reunion Movement in September 2011 and the
blessing of the Catholicate Centre where in functions the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia. The Major Archbishop-Catholicos shall soon make
the official declaration of the canonical convocation of the Assembly. A
core-committee consisting of Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios as Chairman,
Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos and Most Rev. Philipose Mar Stephanos
as Vice-Chairmen and Rev. Dr. John Vaipil as General Secretary was
constituted. The Committee can co-opt others to help it.

10. Before the Syro-Malankara Catholic Assembly, the Eparchial Bishops shall
convoke the Eparchial Assemblies. The members of the core-committee
shall visit all eparchies and give guidelines to conduct Eparchial
Assemblies in line with the theme of the general assembly.

11. The Syro-Malanakra Catholic Assembly will be held from 6.00 p.m., on
Wednesday, 21 September to 4.00 p.m. on Friday, 23 September, 2011.
Thereafter, the Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod will be convoked
to discuss the proposals of the Assembly and to give common guidelines
to the Church. This Synod will begin at 8.30 p.m. on Friday, 23 September
and end in the evening on Saturday, 24 September 2011. Tuesday, 20
September will be a day of retreat for the Bishops.
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VII. The Anniversary of the Reunion Movement

12. The 81* anniversary of the Reunion Movement will be celebrated under
the auspices of the Catholicate Centre, in Trivandrum.

13. The blessing of the Catholicate Centre and the public meeting shall be held
after the solemn Holy Qurbono.

14. The yearly global meetings of MCYM and MCA have to be arranged at a
convenient time by the respective organizations.

15. The anniversary of the Reunion Event in the coming years could be
celebrated in the following Eparchies: Year 2012 - in the Eparchy of
Mavelikara, Year 2013 - in the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, Year 2014 - in
the Eparchy of Bathery, Year 2015 - in the Eparchy of Puttur.

VIII. The Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios
16. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church shall become a co-petitioner along
with the religious congregations, the present petitioners of the Cause. His
Beatitude the Catholicos will follow up the matter.

IX. The Pastoral Care of the Tamil-speaking Malankarites in Tamil Nadu,
Outside the Eparchy of Marthandom

17. Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, the Bishop of Marthandom shall provide
pastoral care to the Tamil-speaking Malankara Faithful living in Tamil
Nadu outside the Eparchy of Marthandom, in collaboration with Most Rev.
Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Apostolic Visitor to the ETRI.

18. A parish for the Tamil-speaking Malankarites in Chennai shall be formed
in accord with our present canonical status there. Arrangements are to be
made for this when a new church is built for the parish of Chennai-Padi.

19. The land in Chennai belonging to the Eparchy of Marthandom shall be in
exclusive possession of the Eparchy of Marthandom, except for the fifteen
cents of land allotted to the parish and that can be relocated in the plot, for
the sake of convenience.

X. The Exarchate of USA

20. The term of service of the Rev. Priests working in the Malankara Catholic
Exarchate of America shall be three years.

XI. On the Pastoral Activities in the ETR in India
21. The written “Proposal for a Malankara Catholic Eparchy Outside the
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Territorium Proprium in India”, submitted on 11 April 2009, on the
canonical status of the ETRI, shall be resubmitted to the Holy See, as we
have not received any official information on the matter.

XII. Priests’ Meet

22. The Malankara Catholic Vaidika Sangamam shall be organized from 1 to
2 March, 2011 at St. John’s Cathedral Tiruvalla.

XIII. Publication of the Directory

23. The directory of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church shall be published
in January 2011.

XIV. Publication of the Report and Decision of the HES for the People

24. The approved report and decisions of the HES, that are not subsecreto
matters, shall be published, as early as possible, through our publications.

¥ Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
(Secretary)

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
(Chancellor)
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Valedictory Message

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 29 NOVEMBERTO 2 DECEMBER 2010

Venerable Synod Fathers,

As we come to the close of this Holy Episcopal Synod, I am really
happy to thank you all for your participation in the Synod. As the Synod is
convoked here in Thirusannidhi, I thank all the officials of the Major
Archbishop's House for their valuable service.

I would like to remind you that in our ecclesial life, while correcting
the individuals, our approach shall combine discipline and mercy. I urge all of
you to nurture all gifts of the Holy Spirit that we received through this Holy
Episcopal Synod. We have to foster devotion to the Blessed Mother through
the promotion of the intercessory prayers according to our liturgy and the
universal prayer of the Rosary. I wish that the Holy Episcopal Synod may help
everyone to respond, with the intercession of the Blessed Mother, to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. I extend prayerful greetings to Most Rev.
Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos who celebrates the silver jubilee of his
sacerdotal ordination.

I declare this Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

 Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
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ERECTION OF THE NEW EPARCHIES,
APPOINTMENT OF NEW BISHOPS
AND
TRANSFER OF THE BISHOPS
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Erection of Eparchies, Transfer & Appointments

Letter of Consultation with the Holy See
23 December 2008
To

His Eminence
Leonardo Cardinal Sandri

Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
Via della Conciliazione 34, 00193 Roma, Italy

Subject: Proposals submitted as per CCEO ¢ 85 §1 for the bifurcation of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the Eparchy of Bathery of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church

May it please Your Eminence!

After the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the juridical status of
a Major Archiepiscopal Church on 10 February 2005, the Church has been restructuring
its administrative units for the efficacy of its life and mission. Invoking God’s blessings
on our Church we would like to organise the life and apostolic works of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the Eparchy of Bathery more effectively with the
blessings and guidance of the Holy See. The College of Eparchial Consultors of these
Eparchies after thorough study of the matter, submitted written proposals to the Holy
Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

After detailed study and reflection the Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
held from 17 to 21 November 2008 unanimously accepted the proposals. It was decided
to submit the proposal to the Holy See. All the relevant information and details of the
proposed Eparchy are included herewith.

As authorized by the Holy Synod, I am submitting the proposal to the Holy See via the
Apostolic Nunciature for consultation in the light of Can 85/1 (CCEO) to your Eminence
to do the needful in this regard. The unanimous decision of the Holy Synod is:

1. To erect the Eparchy of Puthur bifurcating the Eparchy of Bathery comprising of
the Presbyteral districts of South Kanara and Shimoga spread over the civil districts
of Dakshina Kannada, Chamrajnagar, Chickmagalur, Hassan, Kodagu, Mandya,
Mysore, Shimoga and Udupi of the State of Karnataka.

2. To erect the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta bifurcating the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum comprising of the Presbyteral districts of Pathanamthitta, Konni, Ranni-
Perunad, Pandalam and the parishes of Anandapally, Angadickal, Chandanapally,
Pongalady and Thatta of Adoor Presbyteral District, spread over the civil district
of Pathanamthitta.

Requesting Your Eminence’s Blessings and Prayers
Yours devotedly in Christ

sd/-
+ Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

57



Documentation - 1

Letter of Information to the Holy See
14 December 2009
To
His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri
Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
Via della Conciliazione 34
00193 ROMA, ITLAY

Subject: The Bifurcations of the Major Archiparchy of Trivandrum and the Eparchy
of Bathery and the Canonical Provision of Episcopal Offices — Completion
of the Synodal Act as per CCEO c 85 §4

May it please Your Eminence,

I received the response dated 25 November 2009 to the consultation with the Holy
See as per CCEO c 85 §1 for the bifurcation of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum
and the Eparchy of Bathery within the territorial boundaries of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, as per the decision of the Seventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church. We had already obtained the list of the Episcopal Candidates approved
by the Roman Pontiff, His Holiness Pope Benedict X VI, from the list prepared by
the Sixth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod held from 5 to 7 March 2008.

To complete the Synodal Act, I convoked an Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod at
the Pastoral Orientation Centre (POC), Palarivattom, Ernakulam on Friday, 11
December 2009.

Confirming its earlier decision, the Holy Episcopal Synod decided to erect the Eparchy
of Pathanamthitta bifurcating the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and to erect the
Eparchy of Puthur birfurcating the Eparchy of Bathery as per CCEO c 85 §1.

The same Holy Synod as per CCEO c 85 §2.2°decided to transfer Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Bishop of Marthandom to the the proposed see of
Pathanamthitta and to transfer Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios to the
proposed see of Puthur and to transfer Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas from the
office of the Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum and Apostolic Visitator to North America
and Europe to the Eparchial See of Bathery.

The Holy Synod elected Rev. Fr. K. M. Vincent Kulapuravilai from the Eparchy
of Marthandom as Bishop for the canonical provision of the office of the Eparchial
Bishop of Marthandom when the see becomes vacant.

The Holy Episcopal Synod also, as per CCEO c 85 §2.1°, elected the following
priests from the approved list of Episcopal Candidates to the following offices:
1. Rev. Fr. Samuel Kattukallil from the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum
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to be appointed Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum
2. Rev. Fr. Stephen Thottathil from the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla to be
appointed Auxiliary Bishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
3. Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC from the Order of the Imitation of Christ
to be appointed Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Church.

I am attaching herewith the extract from the Acta Synodalia and the copies of the
written consent of the Bishops. As per CCEO c 85 §4, I inform the Holy See of
these Synodal Acts.

The Holy Episcopal Synod has requested me to make known the bifurcations of the
Eparchies and to proclaim the Episcopal elections on 1 January 2010, the feast day
of St. Basil the Great. Thereafter, letters of canonical provisions could be issued as
per CCEO c 86 §3.

I, together with my brother Bishops, Priests, Religious and the Faithful of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, take this opportunity to thank Your Eminence for your
support and understanding in the urgent matters of our Church. I request Your
Eminence’s blessings for us all.

With the greetings for a blessed Christmas and a prosperous New Year

Yours in Our Lord

sd/-

+ Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Response of the Holy See through the Apostolic Nunciature
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENT

CREATION OF NEW EPARCHIES
TRANSFER OF BISHOPS

THE APPOINTMENT
OF NEW BISHOPS IN THE CHURCH

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

As per the decision of the Holy Episcopal Synod held from 17 to 21 November
2008 and in consultation with the Apostolic See of Rome as per CCEO c¢ 85
§1, I am pleased to create:

the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, bifurcating the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum and consisting of the Presbyteral Districts of Pathanamthitta, Konni,
Ranni-Perunad, Pandalam and the parishes of Anandapally, Angadickal,
Chandanappally, Pongalady and Thatta of the Presbyteral District of Adoor.
and

the Eparchy of Puthur, bifurcating the Eparchy of Bathery and consisting
of the Presbyteral Districts of South Kanara and Shimoga spread over the civil
districts of Dakshina Kannada, Chamrajnagar, Chickmagalur, Hassan, Kodagu,
Mandya, Mysore, Shimoga and Udipi of the Karnataka State

As per the election of the Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on
11 December 2009 and according to the norms of CCEO c 85 §2.2°, I transfer
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, the Bishop of Marthandom to the
new See of Pathanamthitta
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and

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Bishop of Bathery to the new
See of Puthur

and

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas the Apostolic Visitator to North America
and Europe and Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum to
the See of Bathery.

As per the election of the Extraordinary Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on
11 December 2009 according to the norms of CCEO cc 180-185 and 187 §1
and 86 §3 and with the assent of His Holiness Pope Benedict X VI, I am pleased
to appoint:

1.

Very Rev. Fr. Vincent Kulapuravilai, Professor and Registrar of St.
Mary’s Malankara Seminary Trivandum as Eparchial Bishop of
Marthandom

Very Rev. Fr. Samuel Kattukallil, Syncellus of the Major Archieparchy
of Trivandum as the Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum

Very Rev. Fr. Stephen Thottathil, Dean of the Faculty of Theology of
St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary Trivandrum as the Auxiliary Bishop
of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla

Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, Postulator of the Cause of
Canonisation of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios and
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia as the Bishop of the
Curia of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

This announcement is made simultaneously from Vatican City, the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum and from the
Eparchial Sees

Given from
The Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum 695004
25 January 2010

sd/-

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos

Major Archbishop
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Facsimile of the Decree - Erection of the Eparchy of

Pathanamthitta
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE ERECTION
OF THE EPARCHY OF PATHANAMTHITTA

Prot. No. 1/ 2010

BECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

@he Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is blessed with the apostolic
foundation through the evangelizing mission of St. Thomas, the Apostle of
Jesus Christ. The Hierarchy of this Church, consisting of Trivandrum as the
Metropolitan Eparchy and the Eparchy of Tiruvalla as its suffragan, was
reconstituted in the Catholic Church in the year 1932. The Church increased in
number and grew in strength on its ancient apostolic tradition and faith.
“Considering the brilliant position of the Church,” His Holiness Pope John
Paul IT of happy memory elevated this Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church
“with all rights and obligations prescribed in the Code of Canons of the Oriental
Churches” (Apostolic Bull Ab ipso sancto Thoma). Thereafter, the Holy
Episcopal Synod of this Church has been solicitous of the pastoral needs of
the Church to foster divine life and service through administrative organizations.

@he Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Church held from 17 to 21
November 2008 discerned the need of creating a new Eparchy bifurcating the
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Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, considering the good of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, the pastoral needs of the People of God, the efficacy of
evangelization, reunion and ecumenical endeavours. As a centre of ecclesial
life, the Holy Episcopal Synod proposed Pathanamthitta as the See from which
the new Eparchy takes its name.

Jt was decided that the new Eparchy shall consist of the Presbyteral
Districts of Pathanamthitta, Konni, Ranni-Perunad and Pandalam and the
parishes of Anandapally, Angadickal, Chandanapally, Pongalady and Thatta
of Adoor Presbyteral District, spread over the civil district of Pathanamthitta.
Therefore, We, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, in consultation with the Apostolic
See, as per canon 85 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, hereby,
are pleased to erect the Bparchy of Pathanamthitta. The permanent See for the
residence of the Eparchial Bishop of Pathanamthitta is the city of Pathanamthitta
from which the Bishop also takes his title. The Patron of the Eparchy is St.
Thomas, the Apostle of India. The Cathedral of the Eparchy shall be St. Peter’s
Church, Pathanamthitta. The new Eparchy shall be a Suffragan of the Major
Archiepiscopal Eparchy of Trivandrum and enjoy all rights, duties and privileges
as envisaged in the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and as specified
in the Particular Law and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. The boundary of the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta shall be the boundaries
of the aforesaid Presbyteral Districts and the five parishes of the Presbyteral
District of Adoor.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that the new
Eparchy created through this decree shall be helpful to the pastoral and apostolic
work of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and produce abundant fruits for
this Church in communion with the entire Christian Faithful of the Universal
Church.

®iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre on the Twenty Fifth day of the month of January Two
Thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the Third year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/- sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC  ¥MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS

Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Facsimile of the Decree - Erection of the Eparchy of Puttur
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE ERECTION

OF THE EPARCHY OF PUTHUR
Prot. No. 2 /2010

BECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

@he Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is blessed with the apostolic
foundation through the evangelizing mission of St. Thomas, the Apostle of
Jesus Christ. The Hierarchy of this Church, consisting of Trivandrum as the
Metropolitan Eparchy and the Eparchy of Tiruvalla as its suffragan, was
reconstituted in the Catholic Church in the year 1932. The Church increased in
number and grew in strength on its ancient apostolic tradition and faith.
“Considering the brilliant position of the Church” His Holiness Pope John
Paul II of happy memory elevated this Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church
“with all rights and obligations prescribed in the Code of Canons of the Oriental
Churches” (Apostolic Bull Ab ipso sancto Thoma). Thereafter, the Holy
Episcopal Synod of this Church has been solicitous of the pastoral need of the
Church to foster divine life and service through administrative organizations.
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@he Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Church held from 17 to 21
November 2008 discerned the need to create a new Eparchy consisting of the
north-western region of the Eparchy of Bathery, to carry out effective pastoral
care for the Faithful of that region. Considering the unique position of the city
of Puthur, the Holy Episcopal Synod proposed Puthur as the See from which
the new Eparchy can take its name.

Jt was decided that the new Eparchy shall consist of the Presbyteral
districts of South Kanara and Shimoga spread over the civil districts of Dakshina
Kannada, Chamrajnagar, Chickmagalur, Hassan, Kodagu, Mandya, Mysore,
Shimoga and Udupi of the State of Karnataka. Therefore, e, Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, in consultation with the Apostolic See, as per canon 85 of
the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, hereby are pleased to erect the
Tparchy of Juthur. The permanent See for the residence of the Eparchial Bishop
of Puthur is the city of Puthur from which the Bishop also takes his title. The
Patron of the Eparchy is St. Joseph. The Cathedral of the Eparchy shall be St.
Joseph’s Church, Puthur. The new Eparchy shall be a Suffragan of the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and enjoy all rights, duties and privileges as envisaged
in the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and as specified in the Particular
Law and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The
boundary of the Eparchy of Puthur shall be the boundaries of the aforesaid
presbyteral districts in the State of Karnataka

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that the new
Eparchy created through this decree shall be helpful to the apostolic work of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and produce abundant fruits for this
Church in communion with the entire Christian Faithful of the Universal
Church.

@iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre on the Twenty Fifth day of the month of January Two
Thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the fifth year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/- sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC HMORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS

Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

Facsimile of the Decree - Transfer and Appointment of
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE TRANSFER AND APPOINTMENT
OF MOST REV. YOOHANON MAR CHRYSOSTOM

AS THE EPARCHIAL BISHOP OF PATHANAMTHITTA

Prot. No. 3/2010

BECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to our venerable Brother
Most Rep. Yoohanon Mar Chrysestom, the Bishop of the Eparchy of
Marthandom, who has been elected Bishop of the newly erected Eparchy
of Pathanamthitta.

®%od always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church.
Now that we have erected the Eparchy of Pathanamthitta as per the decision of
the Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church and after consultation with the
Apostolic See, we now turn our attention to provide a vigilant pastor of souls
to the new Eparchy. Hence, as per the decision and election of the Holy
Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church convoked on 11
December 2009 and in our apostolic solicitude, by virtue of canon 85 §1.2°
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and 86 §1 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, e, Moran Mor
Baselios Uleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, hereby, transfer You from the Bparchy of Marthandom and
appoint You the Bparchial Bishop of the netuly erected Tparchy of Pathanamthitta
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. You will have the rights and duties
inherent in your office and status. You are obliged to strictly safeguard all
requirements prescribed by the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and

the Particular Law and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church.

Henerable Brother, having been appointed to a new office in the Church,
you shall continue to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be
poured out on the entire People of God of the newly erected Eparchy. Your
sacerdotal ministry since 1973 and your Episcopal ministry as Bishop of the
Eparchy of Marthandom since 1998 have been for the greater Glory of God
and the good of His people. You shall set before your eyes the teachings of the
Fathers and Doctors of the Universal Church and the ardent apostolic zeal of
the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios and the illustrious Prelates of our
Church. Evangelisation is our mission. To bring together all the separated
brethren of the St. Thomas Christian tradition of India is a ministry most close
to the heart of our Church. Hence, you shall exercise the rights and obligations
of your office for the good of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the
entire Universal Catholic communion of the People of God.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our
decree and the appointment shall be for the good of our venerable brother
bishop Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and produce abundant fruits for
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in the communion of the entire Christian
faithful of the Universal Church.

@iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre on the Twenty Fifth day of the month of January Two
Thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the Third year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd-
sd-
e e *MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC Major Archbishop-Catholicos
Chancellor
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Translation of the Decree
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@l M0ea0030Y @PREININBMEBS)0 OOl @RYUdTBAIBANO!

#RBA MO GRRVMIOW TVEWEE af)2l0TEa[09)o DSVMINOW)o,
ENMIBHMONOW)o M@HIAM). Al@NMo®Ig BBIAVMo )alld:i®ROW D GAIS
@8 MmaMes MLRWIeAI alBlud)EL af)aflEH02q|@38 TVIMa0E3IMlom ®lo)@0
M(ald000, alBlUd)AL MIloaddTVMEOMISIBS @RYGCLIN2INWEH)EUdaHo, BRDERO
B9OB)OS RO(NOWBB B0) MSVWOM al)GI® BEITVMDENIM M@IB}ANGICLISE)
Moo (UORL GIBS)AMN). BRYBWOMI, 2009 AWITVoENIG 2OMVo 11-M &SIV DLIS0
MM BEOMIRIEHOTVBWHS alBlUo)EL af)a TEEHIA|T3 TVYINA0EBIMIHM]
®10)@20MAN0 H@OHEIMS)afjo @RMTVABla], MIMES @Ra|TVEMLlld: BDTIIV)
BIOWIT aIDOIV®Y TLVERIMIVAMVoadI®Weel 85 §1.2°, 86 §1 HIGMOIMBUB
(1000 M3e, 8230308 8a3d enreqvallsaay Glalmy asis.e quidlaal e.eomd
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allant muewyas sased @yd of miflaai- @nemrailenianiznil, MOIMITI, MBS
20BOMIEMWo B(BITVM MSloaddTVME@TIGIMIN) uNEI0 AOQHW)0 LI VIO
WOM] BEOMOLle00 TVRVIGE al)@)®OW] ©)alld:y MRV aitilMTilg 8{3ITuMm
cwiland sEimum aa@imiw] aloslenjewie Ragjjam]. OD 00)(U0)aHW)o
al3al®)o UWBOSHIBB)AN af)Ll0 BRAUMINEEBB}o HSAHSJo @ OB UBHH
2eNMEOWVAIENM@IEM). AIDOIV®Y TVEHSB)OS HOCMIMIVoadIMW)o ALIEO VO]
WOM| HEOMIRIGHI MVEWIOS (AICD® §d MVREEESB)0 MIWRIM)TVI®RIW @R)2 10
@6BBB)0 BRMIUDIMVTHN}AM af)LI0 5004688 0 MIBNIMWAW aldeilendm)o Mo
SHBH)A0MY0 @OM)aFIOIH)AUOM)0 @IBHUB HSea|SlBlen)aM).

fVenl)RIMOW TVEAOIB0I, MRV B0) A)WIW U0)(Ud)cHW]ERIB: MW
21696qS1BlenaM 0D CaI8WICd aaemm']m@ @RMY(Na06BBUB alOMoMIg B30
MOOMIL! HOHBAIRMO M;AUHMPEDLI0 WIVIBAOW] 21001V} @YD
®)SA@MYo (alAUBOD]HHEMoO. MIBHU3 TVRWIM@E 1973 M@@3 M1@AIAG12 QI
alDEOOASIMY UD)(UD}aHD)o, 1998 MM MOBAMEMWo B(BITVMORLYHHUMOW)BS
GQ©®3]50U0)(U0)aUV)0 HHBAUDINMW Dald]l RAO@ICBIM)o, HOBAURMOMIOM
MMHNJ0 D@ &) AN MO WI0)AN). BRYCUNIB AVRW)OS all®OIHO MO V)HSW)o
210 I10MO0)ESW0 (aIGNIDWMEBSJ0 HOBAIBOTVM @RYAafjenilaa] 20@ BDAI
MOV HA(@ICAOLNOMIWHSW)o (alIV@OIW MAMOS TVEIREL HUMO
0}0sW)o RILNH)MN @ |TMVE®ILE: @1BHIMDWo MOTHBIOS @6eNdn)MilG3
26M20W1@lB9eMo. MVYANGUDAH(AIGCLIDAHEMMIEM MENOS BDMYo. BOOMADISEI
203D (BT MIOMIBHBIOS aldeMIOLOMIGIMIAT IR AlS)MITIH)aM
VGAOOBOBBAOS BN )OBI6ME)AUBIS af)INT MENHS TVERWIOS a0yBWIEILID
AHUQ06M. @RYSHWOM3, MIHBYOS UDY(UD}AHWIOS BRAIGIUDEBBSBI0 2 )AMEIGR:S)o
22180 MVIOIVIM] &EOMILleNd TVERWIHNS MMUENHIWo BRGUNIB BHGONI
elleeo TVEIG:)F0WWIHAI HOBURMATING MMV HHOIW)o DalEWIWIHeHEMo.

89 9omoaild) allo)evad®] WIP®IM)o MWRIMIGHO)IM®EL MENeS
DD POMOAI)0, @V MVERIUDYU)aHO BOG2EIMlEnELI0 MINEOS GREIAIMY TG00
B30 ORI WIaNIEMIM M0A L@ﬂ@«uoecpgomemg M@IEN)0, BRYENIB TVBIBSO
V20l@d 2eIm:o qVoleIm] GHEOMILlend MVRBWEHN)o MVUMI)HSAOW afklo 98
QIOHNIOAA MI0 (al®LOUBIEHIaM).

@1l0)aINIMa o, H0cmoLilesng dTVMOInal caRA GBS af)a lVEHHO
2@ &)BlOW@ MWIaN)o, MAMOS &AAMIAIHA TVoAIGIVOC BENOWIOGI 0 |G10)
2M)QIC] @00 MO} IOWIWERIo0 FlaITvo, MEROS CARA AR af)alrieH00
Q@3 0)(UD}AUW)HS B)aNJ0 AlGaHo MTBHE|SO).

(8a]) ) (63232
a00. GRAam] alelolgled Hema00m cmIAd auf;m)eﬂ(m)om) G lalav

coRA @RYAafjenilata]-GHOC®OLIHBHMIONID
210mMaLeId
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Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios

Facsimile of the Decree - Transfer and Appointment of
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MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE TRANSFER AND APPOINTMENT
OF GEEVARGHESE MAR DIVANNASIOS

AS THE EPARCHIAL BISHOP OF PUTHUR

Prot. No. 4 /2010

BECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to our venerable Brother
Most Rer. Geeparghese Mar Ditannasios, the Bishop of the Eparchy of
Bathery, who has been elected Bishop of the newly erected Eparchy of
Puthur.

@od always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church.
Now that we have erected the Eparchy of Puthur as per the decision of the
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church and after consultation with the Apostolic
See, we now turn our attention to provide a vigilant pastor of souls to the new
Eparchy of Puthur in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Hence, as per the
decision and election of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church convoked on 11 December 2009 and in our apostolic solicitude,
by virtue of canon 85 §1.2°and 86 §1 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern
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Churches, We, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archhishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, hereby, transfer You from the Tparchy
of Bathery and appoint You the Tparchial Bishop of the nefuly erected Tparchy of
Juthur of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. You will have the rights and
duties inherent in your office and status. You are obliged to strictly safeguard
all requirements prescribed by the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches
and the Particular Law and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church.

Tenerable Brother, having been appointed to a new office in the Church,
you shall work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be poured out on
the entire People of God of the newly erected Eparchy of Puthur. Your sacerdotal
ministry since 1978 and Episcopal ministry as Bishop of Bathery since 1997
have been for the greater Glory of God and the good of His people. You shall
set before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors of the Universal
Church and the ardent apostolic zeal of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios and the illustrious Prelates of our Church. Evangelisation is our mission.
To bring together all the separated brethren of the St. Thomas Christian tradition
of India is a ministry most close to the heart of our Church. Hence, you shall
exercise the rights and obligations of your office for the good of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and the entire universal Catholic communion of
the People of God.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our decree
and the appointment shall be for the good of our venerable brother Bishop
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios and produce abundant fruits for the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in the communion of the entire Christian faithful of
the Universal Church.

@®iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre on the Twenty Fifth day of the month of January Two
Thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the Third year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd-
sd-
e F¥MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC Major Archbishop-Catholicos
Chancellor
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Translation of the Decree

a1 avyolawoml
CARG @RPYABHD ag)aflaVCHNa|G3 HCOMILININI aVE

al)OMA @(FIAVMMIHNAZ HAN(GIGa|defle Il
@pclaimy 0IUdwIas @@ dlaransavlecwoaavlead
auOoLeIndQaRe Mlamalje
G(ald.Mo. 4/2010
ol

G@202M 6md sIGaVLNcIaT Glalay
DEIBO HCOMILINBH MVRWHS CORA @RYAajilata] »HOC®ILNGHIMIONID

MERWOS MM MU0

aqUIWoE)Alje AVBAUWB®M)o GRYEIINAILIICMAIM)o
LIRIUOOMIGI AVAGIMBIAIM)MIW
(@lcwa: H9H3UMNHG Blo)MINTHIN AW@)®]

22180 TVIOIVOM] &HCOMILNE9) TVRWIGE al)@®OW] ©)alld: MROW
a3 BBINVMOBIOM HA(®IC2OLITOMVWOIV] H®OOEIMS)HHOa]S NICOMO]
BBOTVMOMINM ORI jor! o nlaidwlay azd dlarmamileasmilay voGano
80§ @PEIQIEMEEBGl0 HOYAOlE: @RYUTAAIBANo!

630l MO} GRVVEMAIW TVBWEH af)2loTEa|d9)o DSWMINOW)o,
BN MIBHMMOOOW)0 MD@IBHIMMN). al)AMA B(BOATVMo B}alld:{MAOW M CAU8VIT3
Ma}es MEWIeEI alGlud)EL af)alTTEHHI T3 TVL)MMAOEBITVIOG @10)ROM (IO
@0, alBlUd)EL MlonOOMEOMIS)BB @IRYGELIN 2 INWEN)BUdAHO, BRYDTRILHB)OS LRV
W8S B0} MSWHM aljGIW BBITVMABIM M@IBHIANGICLIHE Mo (YoEL W@
B9)IM). BRYSWOM3 2009 AWIMVOENIA BOMVo 11-0) B)SIV PLIBO TVYGIVOM] &GO
ellenoTeWeS alBlu0)EL af)elNVEH0a]T TV)MM0ERIMIOg @10)@OMAL0 H®O
OEIMS)a fjo @OM)AVE]a], MIAMOS @R |TVE®IENSH BDTIAV)HIOBIT 2 IDOTT®Y
MLERIMIVATVoasImWIeR! 85 §1.2°, 86 §1 HIGMOIME:U3 (aldH00o Mle, 8230343
ea3d enieqvalleawnmy’ Glalmy, amime mujadlanml e.eomiallanr quswias sad

@)@ of nilaiei™ @3emiall@lenina, OO®IMOO3, MIBHOB MNICOME! B(BITVM
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Mloa0dMMOBI@MIN  quneio MOYEHD)o DRIB:O TVICIWIM] &EOMILesn0
MRYIGE all®)®0W] 0)alld ®ma00 oijtmid s{33rumamland aaimimial
mlwdlenjeWie GalQ3m3. D 01)(Ud)aHV)o al3aill®)o DUBHBHIBBIAM af)2I0
@RAUMHOUIEBBBL0 BHSABHBJ0 @OB:UBHE OMNBIVIGIEN)M@OEN. AlDOMI®Y TVEHE
B1OS HIGMIMMVoalIMW)o DLIB:0 MVIGIWOM] HEOMILINHHNI TVRWIOS (AICD Jd>
1l2EBRa)0 MVAIMIVI@RIV G@Yald0E@BGe @OMICOONVILNAN af)LI0 H00
6380 MIBNITWAW] aloellendm)o MoOHHIBHIM)o @PM)aHCIBNHOIM)o MIEHUD
HSHa]SIClee)aM).

VUeal)@RIMOW TVEANIBMI, TVRWIM BO) A)GIW U)UD)0)HWIERIBE MW
21696q 510160} 0D cAISVI03 HOBAUODIOW @MY (Na0EBBUS al)Om)B BBV
momleel HeARMe 2)9}A1OMBEaL0 WICIBAIW] ©21061WAI0M @O U
®)SA@MMYo (aIAUIBODT]HHEMo. @O8HU8 MVRWIG3 1978 M@ M1BAIa0la)) QIO
alMBOa0I®mY  U0)(U0)aHW)o, 1997 MA@ UCOMG] B(BITVMIRLYHHUMOW)BS
GQT3]50U0)(U0}aHUV)0 HEOBAUMDIONM Dald] RNO@IODIM0, HOHBAURMOMIOM
OO EH)0 DD HIM@OWT0)IM). BRYENIS TVRWIAS allMIBHMOVY}HSW)o
2E1nI10MOO)PSW)o (AIGENIOWMEBSB)o HOHBAUBITVM @RYA2))enilata] 0@ DDAI
MIEIM  HA@ICOLITAMIWIHSW)o (alOIV@OIW MAMNOS TVRORL Y HUMO
0}0sW)o RILNH)MN @ |TVE®ILlE: O1BHIMDWo MOTHBIOS E6eNdn)Milad
26n3001@lE96eMo. TVIAINEUDAH(AIGALIDAHEMAEM MEANOS BOM 0. BIOOTHIAEI
203CMO2R0 (HIM®IOMIBHB)OS aldOMUOIEDIGIMIAN A alS) MI@IHe AN
MVGEAOOBOEBAOS BN )OBI6ME)AUBIS af)IN® MENOS TVERWIOS a0yBWIEILID
AHO06). @RYBWIT MIBHB)HS U0)(U0}aAUW)HS @RAUBHIUDEBBRSB)0 2 NAMELIGS)0 DLl
B0 MIOIVOM] BHEOMOLNBHI TVBWYHS MMBHHIW)o BRYENIB &ECTMILIlHN0
MVUERIH)50VRVIeEI HOBARMOTINM MDTEHIW)o DalCWIUTlENMo.

B3 90m0aild) allo)eac] WIe®IM)o WAIMITBLH)IMM@EL MENOS
DD DOMOQU0, AW TLEIUDY(UD}HI BEGAEIallenLo MIMOS @REIAIMY
MVEa030 ORI NIAUBNIMS @03 Blaimomileomilomg M@ EN)0, BRYCNIB
MVEIS)SOVAWIM3 2LIE:0 MVICIWOM] &ETMILlend MVRDEN)0 TVMIHSNIW
aDBlo OBADENOAAN M0 (Al®§OUB]Ee)aM).

@1l0)aINIMa o, HOcmoLilesng dTLMOInal caRA GrRHALHI af)a lVEHHO
@8 &)ElOX@3 mlam)o, MAMES HAOMIANHZ TVAIGIVOS EENMEIWIOGITIla O
2mM)QI0] 20TV MO} IOTIWERI00 FlaITvo, MEROS CARA AR af)aliesn0
Q@3 (0)(UD}AUW)HS B)aNJ0 AlGaHo MTEHE|SO).

. (3a))
(®a]) Hemo00ad ¢mad snicavelcray glalad
~00. @Ra] alellwailgwiled c2RA @RAafenilata]-B0c®oLNB6HI6MIAI
alomaoeld
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Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas

Facsimile of the Decree - Transfer and Appointment of
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MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE TRANSFER AND APPOINTMENT
OF MOST REV. JOSEPH MAR THOMAS
AS THE EPARCHIAL BISHOP OF BATHERY

Prot. No. 5/2010

BECRET

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the Perpetual Good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to our venerable Brother Must
Refr. Josepl Mar Thomas, the Titular Bishop of Sicilibba, Auxiliary Bishop
of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, Apostolic Visitator of the Extra
Territorial Region in North America and Europe of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, who has been elected the Bishop of the Eparchy of Bathery.

(0d always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church. Now
that the Eparchy of Bathery has been vacant, we turn our attention to provide
a vigilant pastor of souls to this Eparchy. Hence, as per the decision and election
of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church convoked
on 11 December 2009 and in our apostolic solicitude, with the consent of the
Holy Episcopal Synod and by virtue of the canons 85 §2.2° of the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches and 86, e, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the
Major Archhishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, hereby,
transfer You from the Titular See of Dicilibba and in the office of the Anxiliar
WBishop of the Major Arvchieparchy of Tritandrum ant the office of the Apostolic

85



Documentation -1

Wisitator of the Extra-Tervitorial Region in America and Burope and appoint
You Bishop of the Tparchy of Bathery of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
You will have the rights and duties inherent in your office and status. You are
obliged to strictly safeguard all the requirements prescribed by the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches and the particular law and legitimate customs
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Tenerable Brother, having been raised to a new status in the Church, you
shall work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be poured out on the
entire People of God of the Eparchy. Your sacerdotal ministry since 1978 and
Episcopal ministry as Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum and Apostolic Visitator of Extra-Territorial Region in North
America and Europe since 2005 have been for the greater Glory of God and
the good of His people. We are confident that this new canonical provision of
office will enable you to work towards the spiritual and pastoral prosperity of
the Eparchy of Bathery pastured by your predecessor Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, presently appointed the Bishop of the new Eparchy of Puthur.
In divine providence, the Eparchy of Bathery was erected in the year 1978. We
hope that your Episcopal ministry will strengthen the apostolic vitality of our
Church. You shall set before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors
of the Universal Church and the ardent apostolic zeal of Archbishop Mar Ivanios
and the illustrious Prelates of our Church. Evangelisation is our mission. To
bring together all the separated brethren of the St. Thomas Christian tradition
of India is a ministry most close to the heart of our Church. Hence, you shall
exercise the rights and obligations of your office for the good of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and the entire universal Catholic communion of
the People of God.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our decree
and the appointment shall be for the good of our venerable brother Bishop
Joseph Mar Thomas and produce abundant fruits for the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church in the communion of the entire Christian faithful of the
Universal Church.

@51iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre on the Twenty Fifth day of the month of January Two
Thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the fifth year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/-
sd/- o ¥ MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Chancellor
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Translation of the Decree
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

APPOINTMENT OF
VERY REV. FR. VINCENT KULAPPURAVILAI
AS BISHOP
OF THE EPARCHY OF MARTHANDOM

Prot. No. 6 /2010
BECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the Perpetual Good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

:]fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to Hery Refr. Hr. Wincent
Rulappurasilai, a priest of the Eparchy of Marthandom, who has been elected
Bishop of Marthandom.

Bod always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church.
Since the Eparchial See of Marthandom falls vacant, the Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church in its apostolic solicitude wanted to provide a vigilant pastor of
souls to the Eparchy. The Fathers of the Holy Synod met together to elect a
priest “of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom whom we may appoint
to this task” (Acts 6:3). You, as a person of exemplary priestly qualities with
adequate intellectual formation and pastoral experience in different fields of
the apostolate of the Eparchy of Marthandom, have been found worthy to be
appointed Bishop. Hence, the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on 11 December
20009 elected you to be appointed Eparchial Bishop of Marthandom from the
list of Episcopal candidates approved by His Haoliness Jdope Benedict XH I,
the Roman Pontiff, as per canon 182 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches. Therefore, by virtue of canons 187 §1 and 86 §3 of the same Code,
We, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archhishop-Catholicos of the Syro-

90



Erection of Eparchies, Transfer & Appointments

Malankara Catholic Church, hereby, appoint you Bishop of the Tparchy of
Marthandom of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. You will have the rights
and duties inherent in your office and status. You are obliged to strictly safeguard
all the requirements prescribed by the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches
and the Particular Laws and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church.

Yenerable Son, having been raised to a new position in the Church,
you shall persist to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be
poured out on the entire People of God of the Eparchy of Marthandom. Your
sacerdotal ministry since 1991, your inspiring leadership as Pastor of various
parishes, as Director of the Children for Unity of the Eparchy of Marthandom,
your ministry as Professor and Registrar of St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary
had been for the greater Glory of God and for the good of His People. We are
confident that this new canonical provision of office will enable you to work
towards the spiritual and pastoral prosperity of the Eparchy of Marthandom
pastured by your predecessor Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, presently
appointed the Bishop of the new Eparchy of Pathanamathitta. In divine
providence, the Eparchy of Marthandom was erected in the year 1996. We
hope that your Episcopal ministry will strengthen the apostolic vitality of our
Church. You shall set before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors
of the Universal Church and the ardent prophetic zeal of the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios of venerable memory and all the other illustrious
prelates of our Church. Evangelisation is our mission. To bring all the separated
brethren of the St. Thomas Christian tradition of India together is a ministry
most close to the heart of our Church. Hence, you shall exercise the rights and
obligations of your office for the good of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
and the entire Universal Catholic Church and the society at large.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our
decree and the new appointment, shall be for the good of our venerable son
Very Rev. Fr. Vincent Kalappuravilai and produce abundant fruits for the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in the communion of the entire Christian Faithful
of the Universal Church.

®iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, on the Twenty Fifth Day of the Month of January Two
thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the Third year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/- sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC ¥MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

APPOINTMENT OF
RT. REV. MSGR. SAMUEL KATTUKALLIL
AS AUXILIARY BISHOP
OF THE MAJOR ARCHIEPARCHY OF TRIVANDRUM

Prot. No. 7 /2010

DECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the Perpetual Good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to Rt. Refr. Msgr. Sanuel
WRattukallil, a priest of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, who has been
elected Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum.

®od always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church. As
per the request of the Major Archiepiscopal Eparchy of Trivandrum, the Holy
Episcopal Synod of our Church in its apostolic solicitude wanted to provide
an Auxiliary Bishop to the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum. The Fathers of
the Holy Synod met together to elect a priest “of good standing, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom whom we may appoint to this task” (Acts 6:3). You, as a
person of exemplary priestly qualities with adequate intellectual formation
and pastoral experience in different fields of the apostolate of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum, have been found worthy to be appointed Bishop.
Hence, the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on 11 December 2009 elected
you to be appointed Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum
from the list of Episcopal candidates approved by His Holiness Jope Benedict
X113J, the Roman Pontiff, as per canon 182 of the Code of Canons of the
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Eastern Churches. Therefore, by virtue of canons 187 §1 and 85 §2.1° of the
same Code, e, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbhishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, hereby, appnint you Auxiliary Bishop
of the Major Archieparchy of Tritandrum of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church assigning you the Titular See of TAMALLUMA. You will have the
rights and duties inherent in your office and status. You are obliged to strictly
safeguard all the requirements prescribed by the Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches, especially canons 212-218 and the Particular Laws and legitimate
customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Penerable Son, having been raised to a new position in the Church,
you shall persist to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be
poured out on the entire People of God of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum. Your sacerdotal ministry since 1978, your inspiring leadership as
Pastor of various parishes, your ministry as Syncellus of the Major Archieparchy
of Trivandrum and your efforts in the field of education have been for the
greater Glory of God and for the good of His People. We are confident that this
new canonical provision of office will enable you to work towards the spiritual
and pastoral prosperity of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum together with
us, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of Trivandrum. We hope that your
Episcopal ministry will strengthen the apostolic vitality of our Church. You
shall set before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors of the
Universal Church and the ardent prophetic zeal of the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios and all the other illustrious prelates of our Church.
Evangelization is our mission. To bring all the separated brethren of the St.
Thomas Christian tradition of India together is a ministry most close to the
heart of our Church. Hence, you shall exercise the rights and obligations of
your office for the good of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the entire
Universal Catholic Church and the society at large.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our
decree and the new appointment, shall be for the good of our venerable son Rt.
Rev. Msgr. Samuel Kattukallil and produce abundant fruits for the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in the communion of the entire Christian Faithful
of the Universal Church.

®iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, on the Twenty Fifth Day of the Month of January Two
Thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the Third year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/- sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC EMORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS

Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos

Facsimile of the Decree - Appointment of
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

APPOINTMENT OF
VERY REV. FR. STEPHEN THOTTATHIL
AS AUXILIARY BISHOP
OF THE ARCHIEPARCHY OF TIRUVALLA

Prot. No. 8 /2010
DECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the Perpetual Good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

:Fratemal greetings and apostolic blessings to Tery Nefr. Hr. Stephen
@hottathil, a priest of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, who has been elected
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla.

Bod always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church.
As per the request of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, the Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church in its apostolic solicitude wanted to provide an Auxiliary Bishop
to the same. The Fathers of the Holy Synod met together to elect a priest “of
good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom whom we may appoint to this
task” (Acts 6:3). You, as a person of exemplary priestly qualities with adequate
intellectual formation and pastoral experience in different fields of the apostolate
of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, have been found worthy to be appointed
Bishop. Hence, the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on 11 December 2009
elected you to be appointed Auxiliary Bishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
from the list of Episcopal candidates approved by His Huoliness JHope Benedict
X3, the Roman Pontiff, as per canon 182 of the Code of Canons of the
Eastern Churches. Therefore, by virtue of canons 187 §1 and 85 §2.1° of the
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same Code, We, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archhishop-
Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, hereby, appoint gou
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church assigning you the Titular See of SOZOPOLI di EMIMONTO.
You will have the rights and duties inherent in your office and status. You are
obliged to strictly safeguard all the requirements prescribed by the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches, especially canons 212-218 and the Particular
Laws and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

penerable Son, having been raised to a new position in the Church,
you shall persist to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be
poured out on the entire People of God of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla. Your
sacerdotal ministry since 1978, your inspiring leadership as Pastor of various
parishes, your ministry as the Eparchial Administrator and Proto-Syncellus of
the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, your ministry as Rector and Dean of Studies in
Malankara Seminary and your efforts in the field of medical education have
been for the greater Glory of God and for the good of His People. We are
confident that this new canonical provision of office will enable you to work
towards the spiritual and pastoral prosperity of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla
together with Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Metropolitan Archbishop
of Tiruvalla. We hope that your Episcopal ministry will strengthen the apostolic
vitality of our Church. You shall set before your eyes the teachings of the
Fathers and Doctors of the Universal Church and the ardent prophetic zeal of
the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios and all the other illustrious prelates
of our Church. Evangelisation is our mission. To bring all the separated brethren
of the St. Thomas Christian tradition of India together is a ministry most close
to the heart of our Church. Hence, you shall exercise the rights and obligations
of your office for the good of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the
entire Universal Catholic Church and the society at large.

‘Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our
decree and the new appointment, shall be for the good of our venerable son
Very Rev. Fr. Stephen Thottathil and produce abundant fruits for the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in the communion of the entire Christian Faithful
of the Universal Church.

@iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, on the Twenty Fifth Day of the Month of January Two
Thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the Third year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/- sd/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC *MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS

Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Translation of the Decree
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Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios

Facsimile of the Decree - Appointment of
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH

APPOINTMENT OF
VERY REV. FR. ANTONY VALIYAVILAYIL OIC
AS BISHOP
OF THE MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Prot. No. 9/2010
BECREE

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the Perpetual Good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to Hery Repr. Fr. Antony
Waliyatilayil VI, a priest of Bethany Ashram, who has been elected Bishop
of Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

Bod always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church. By
the grace of God, His Holiness Pope John Paul II of happy memory elevated
our Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church “with all rights and obligations
prescribed in the Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches” (Apostolic Bull
Ab ipso sancto Thoma). Thereafter we have constituted the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia. Now, the Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church in its
apostolic solicitude wanted to provide a Bishop for our Major Archiepiscopal
Curia. The Fathers of the Holy Synod met together to elect a priest “of good
standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom whom we may appoint to this task”
(Acts 6:3). You, as a person of exemplary religious and priestly qualities with
adequate intellectual formation and pastoral experience in different fields of
the apostolate of the Bethany Ashram and experience in the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia as its Chancellor, have been found worthy to be appointed
Bishop. Hence, the Holy Episcopal Synod convoked on 11 December 2009
elected you to be appointed Curia Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
from the list of the Episcopal candidates approved by His Huoliness JHope
Fenedict X I, the Roman Pontiff, as per the canon 182 of the Code of Canons
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of the Eastern Churches. Therefore, by virtue of canon 87 of the same Code,
Nle, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, hereby, appoint you Bishop of the Major
Axchiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church assigning you
the Titular See of IGILGILLI. You will have the rights and duties inherent in
your office and status. You are obliged to strictly safeguard all the requirements
prescribed by the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the Particular
Laws and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Penerable Son, having been raised to a new position in the Church,
you shall persist to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be
poured out on the entire people of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Your
sacerdotal ministry since 1980, your inspiring leadership as Pastor of various
parishes in the Extra Territorial Regions in India, your service as General
Councilor of the Bethany Ashram, your ministry as Professor of St. Mary’s
Malankara Seminary and Director of Bethany Vedavinjana Peeth, Pune, your
office as the Postulator of the Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios and your service as the Chancellor of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church have been for
the greater Glory of God and for the good of His People. We are confident that
this new canonical provision of office will enable you to work towards the
prosperity of our Church together with us, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos,
the Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. You shall set
before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors of the Universal
Church and the ardent prophetic zeal of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar
Ivanios and all the other illustrious prelates of our Church. Evangelisation is
our mission. To bring all the separated brethren of the St. Thomas Christian
tradition of India together is a ministry most close to the heart of our Church.
Hence, you shall exercise the rights and obligations of your office for the good
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the entire Universal Catholic
Church and the society at large.

Hothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our
decree and the new appointment, shall be for the good of our venerable son
Very Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil O I C and produce abundant fruits for the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in the communion of the entire Christian
Faithful of the Universal Church.

®iven in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, on the Twenty Fifth Day of the Month of January Two
Thousand and Ten, in the year of Our Lord, the Third year of Our Major
Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/- sd/-
Fr. John Kochuthundil #MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS

Vice-Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Speech of H. B. Patriarch Gregorios 111
on the occasion of his visit to his brother,

H. B. Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, Major Archbishop
of the Syro-Malankara Church, and attendance at the consecration
on 13 March 2010 of four new bishops at the Mar Ivanios Stadium,

Nalanchira, India

Dear brother in Christ, Your Beatitude, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis,

Dear new brother bishops, Dear bishops, priests, sisters,

Dear faithful of the venerable Syro-Malankara Apostolic Church of Saint
Thomas,

Let us thank the Lord for having brought us together through the grace of
the Holy Spirit. Christ said, “For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18: 20) That promise is realised
today in this holy assembly, filling our hearts with joy at meeting with Your
beloved Beatitude, on the occasion of the consecration of four bishops for your
venerable Apostolic Church of Saint Thomas. To you and to our brothers, the
new bishops, congratulations!

We are glad to bring greetings from the Mother Church, Jerusalem, and
from the Apostolic Church of Christ in the Middle East to your Holy, Apostolic
Church founded by the Holy Apostle Thomas.

Cordial, joyful greetings to you, dear Beatitude, and to you bishops of this
Church, to you newly consecrated bishops, and to all the members of the Holy
Synod, from our Patriarchal Church of Antioch and All the East, of Alexandria
and of Jerusalem, represented here by Rt. Rev. Archbishop Joseph Absi,
Patriarchal Vicar in Damascus and by Rt. Rev. Archbishop Joseph-Jules Zerey,
Patriarchal Vicar in Jerusalem, formerly Patriarchal Vicar in Cairo and a great
friend to your and our Indian sisters who are so devoted to our Church in Cairo.

With me are my Chancellor, Rev. Father Tony Dib and the Patriarchal
Economos, Rev. Father Elie Chatawi. All our Melkite faithful are with us in
prayer.

What courage! The Holy Apostle Thomas realised the prophecy which says,
“Their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world,
the oikoumene.” (Psalm 18: 4 LXX; Romans 10: 18) Moreover, your Christian
presence of Saint Thomas in India, in Kerala, is the revelation of the command
of our Lord, Jesus Christ, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature.” (Mark 16: 15) This beautiful message of Christ reached Kerala
in about the year 50 of our era.

Your and our Churches are proud to have taken the step of bringing about
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perfect, definitive unity with their sister Church of Rome which “presides in
charity.” (Saint Ignatius, Romans, Prologue)

We continually proclaim this unity, while both remaining faithful to our
Eastern tradition and ecclesial heritage which are common to us and to our
Orthodox brethren and to our brotherly relations with them.

We both affirm our commitment to continuing intense, vital and practical
dialogue with our Muslim brethren and, for you, with Hindus as well.

We had a very happy meeting with you, dear brother, at Castel Gandolfo
near Rome, when all we Eastern Catholic Patriarchs and Major Archbishops
gathered around the Holy Father on Saturday, 19 September, 2009. That meeting
was a most eloquent expression of our perfect communion with the Holy Father
and with the Church of Rome.

We were also able to express our role and mission, and that of our Eastern
Catholic Churches in the ecumenical movement in relation to our Orthodox
brethren; and to articulate our role and mission in the dialogue with Islam in the
Arab world with its Muslim majority and for you with Hinduism.

No-one else can take our role or place in that regard. That is why it is
imperative to remain where we are, and not emigrate, but rather fulfill our role.

Furthermore, we hope that this meeting of Patriarchs and Major Archbishops
with the Holy Father will not be a unique event! Rather, we hope for regular,
annual or other periodic meetings, so that we may constitute a sort of Eastern
Catholic Assembly around His Holiness in a very discreet, brotherly, evangelical
way, in all simplicity and humility, far from the mass media. The purpose of that
would be to reaffirm our communion with Rome and to strengthen our role in
the ecumenical movement and in religious and humane dialogue at all levels.

In fact you and we believe, in all humility, that the courage of our ancestors
in taking the bold step of effecting union with Rome was a blessed, holy move
and one worthy of profound esteem, since it fulfils the prayer of our Lord Jesus
Christ before his sacred passion, “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe ...”
(John 17: 21)

Indeed, with the Blessed Pope John XXIII, we have understood that “what
unites us is much greater than what divides us.” And with the Servant of God
John Paul II and the Holy Father Benedict X VI, “we express the joy we feel as
brothers with the Orthodox,” though we enjoy full communion with Rome. (We
express the joy we feel as brothers and renew our commitment to move towards
full communion.” Common Declaration of Pope Benedict XVI and Patriarch
Bartholomew from the Phanar 30 November 2006")
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We pray daily in our Liturgy for the unity of faith and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, while we entrust ourselves to Christ our God.

Catholic-Orthodox dialogue is moving forward. Now, since Ravenna, it has
been concentrating on the problem and concept of the service of Primacy in the
Church. We shall reach the day when we can pray together our ecclesial Creed,
“We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.”

Next October (10-24 October) we shall be celebrating the special Synod for
the Catholic Churches in the Middle East, entitled, The Catholic Church in the
Middle East: Communion and Witness. Preparation in our eparchies and parishes
for this synod and its celebration in Rome will be a great opportunity for
developing awareness among our faithful about their vital role in remaining
where they are, in the land called by the President of the Syrian Arab Republic
Bashar Al Assad, “Syria, the cradle of Christianity.”

Dearly beloved brother,

Dear brothers in the episcopate, Dear priests and pastors,
Dear monks and nuns,

Dear faithful of Saint Thomas,

The motto of the special Synod for the Middle East is Jesus’ saying to his
disciples, “Fear not, little flock.” (Luke 12: 32)

Take heart, little flock! Don’t be afraid, in the Middle East and here in Kerala,
of being light, salt and leaven in the lump of this world! (Mathew 5: 13-16; 13:
33)

We repeat this in a form which includes us all, and which is a profession of
faith, full of trust, faith and courage: we Christians in the Middle East and in
Kerala wish to be light, salt and leaven in the lump for our Orthodox brethren,
our Muslim and Hindu brethren and for every human being.

It is the role of Christianity and of the Christian, as the Servant of God, John
Paul II affirmed, in his last Message for the World Day of Peace, January, 2005,
“Can an individual find complete fulfilment without taking account of his social
nature, that is, his being ‘with’ and ‘for’ others?.. Each person, in some way, is
called to work for the common good, constantly looking out for the good of
others as if it were his own.”

May the Holy Virgin intercede for us! May Saint Thomas pray for us! May
our holy patrons pray for us and may Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
bless and confirm us in our holy Christian faith. Amen.

Translation from the French: V. Chamberlain
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Press Release

Two New Eparchies and Four New Bishops
for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the Major
Archbishop with the consent of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church and having consulted the Apostolic See of Rome, has created
two new Eparchies in the Church. They are Pathanamthitta in Kerala and Puthur
in the State of Karnataka. Having been elected by the Holy Episcopal Synod,
four new Bishops also have been appointed by him for the Church with the
approval of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI. He has announced the transfer of
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, the present Bishop of Marthandom to
the new See of Pathanamthitta and Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
from the See of Bathery to the new See of Puthur. Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas,
the Apostolic Visitator to North America and Europe is appointed Bishop of
Bathery. To the See of Mathandom, falling vacant due the transfer of its present
Bishop is appointed Very Rev. Fr. Vincent Kulapuravilai, the Professor and
Registrar of St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary Trivandrum. Very Rev. Dr. Samuel
Kattukallil, the Syncellus of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and Very
Rev. Dr. Stephen Thottathil, Dean of the Faculty of Theology of St. Mary’s
Malankara Seminary are appointed Auxiliary Bishops of the Major Archieparchy
of Trivandrum and the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla respectively. Very Rev. Dr.
Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Postulator of the Cause of Canonisation of Servant
of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios and the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia is appointed the Bishop of the Curia.

The announcement was simultaneously made in Rome at 12 noon local
time and in Trivandrum, the headquarters of the Syro-Malankara Church and at
other Eparchial centres at 4.30 p.m. IST. In Trivandrum His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos made the announcement at St. Mary’s Cathedral
in the presence of Bishops and a large number of Priests, Religious and Faithful
of the Church. The Bishops of the Church invested the Bishops Designates with
Episcopal insignia and congratulated them.

- Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Erection of Malankara Catholic Exarchate in USA
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Request to the Holy See

Dated 26-4-2007
To
His Eminence
Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud

Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
Via della Conciliazione 34, 00193 Roma, Italy

Subject: Erection of a Malankara Catholic Eparchy in North America

Your Beatitude,

As Your Beatitude knows, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has been
doing all it can to cater to the pastoral and ecclesial needs of the Malankarites
domiciled outside the canonical territory of the Church. We are very thankful
to the Holy See in general and to Your Beatitude in particular for the great love
and solicitude towards the spiritual needs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. The appointments of Apostolic Visitators for the Malankara Catholics
residing in North America and Europe in the year 2001 and for the Malankarites
residing in India outside the territorium proprium on 7 February 2007, have
been enthusiastically welcomed by the Faithful of our Church. Since the
elevation of our Church to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church, the
Holy Episcopal Synod was very solicitous of the pastoral and administrative
service of our Church and we have been making canonical provisions for the
same with the concurrence of the Holy See.

The Holy Episcopal Synod held on 10 March 2007 at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre reflected in detail on the report
of Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, the Apostolic Visitator for the Malankara
Catholics in North America and Europe, submitted to the Holy See with a
copy to the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, in which he had expressed his wish
to have an Eparchy erected for the better pastoral care of the Malankarites in
North America.

After detailed study and reflection, the Holy Episcopal Synod unanimously
accepted the proposal and endorsed it. It was decided to submit the proposal to
the Holy See in accordance with CCEO c 148 §3. Hence as authorized by the
Holy Synod, I am submitting the proposal to the Holy See through the Apostolic
Nunciature. The unanimous decision of the Holy Synod is to request of the
Holy See:
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1. To erect an Eparchy for the Malankara Catholics residing in North
America. Mar Ivanios Malankara Centre, (950 Hill Side Ave., New Hyde Park,
New York, 11040 USA) in the Diocese of Rockville Centre can be used the
Head Quarters of the Epachy. All the Malankara Catholics residing in North
America will belong to the proposed Eparchy.

2. To appoint His Excellency Most Rev. Jospeh Mar Thomas, the present
Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum and the Apostolic Visitator to the Malankara
Catholics in North America and Europe, the Bishop of the proposed Malankara
Catholic Eparchy of North America.

3. That His Excellency Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas continue as Apostolic
Visitator to the Malankara Catholics in Europe.

Requesting Your Beatitude’s Blessings and Prayers

Yours devotedly in Our Lord

Y Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHDIOCESE OF TRIVANDRUM

MOFAH MOR BASELIDS CLEEMES.

MAITIR ARCHBISHOP.C AT HHFLIT0S (07
THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH &

SEAMME AW IDRIHEE CF TRIVAN IR A

THREUSASSEDNE

RMANERE ARCITRISHARFS HOLED
FATTOML T, NDEL M-SR S
KEFHALN, IR1HA

DECLARATION

Prof Ko, MR
fuht Erection of &n Exarchate in USA for the Byro-Mabankara Catholic Church

My Dear Brother Bishops, Corepiscopoi, Rembang, Revererd Fathers, Sisners, Brothors,
Faithful snd Friends,

1 have the great hoooar to informs yoa that the Haly See has asied me 10 announce
the glad news that apon the request of the Holy Episcopal Symod of the Syro-Malanker
Lathobic Mojor Archiepiscopal Churchy the Supreme Pantiff His Holiress Pope Benedicl
KV has gracsously erected an Exarchare m the United States of Amenca for the Syro-
Wlalankars Catholics and appoinied By, Dr. Thomes Nalckampasambil as it Bistsop sl
Aposiislle Vissatar for Canads and Europe

Anpunced this an the 13" day of Tuly 2000 at 330 p.m (I5T) ot Trivandrm,

% Haszlios Clesmis
¥lapar Archbishop-Catholicos of
the Syri=Mnlankam Catholic Churche

Flinad Ted 11 AT ZRLIEAT G2 ARAD,  Fisk #01 AT 2361624 F
Fead

AR, TR TR I o
el 30 AT QT P w478 BENNEE Bovad L]
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Translation of the Decree

BENEDICT BISHOP SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD
FOR EVERLASTING MEMORY

In our concern for the Churches and in our desire that they may flourish
and develop with new apostolic vigor/ confer ORIENTALIUM
ECCLESIARUM. (DECREE ON EASTERN CHURCHES). I/ We turn our
attention at this time to the faithful of the Syro-Malankara rite living in the
United States of America.

Indeed, having accepted the opinion of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches and having given prior deliberation to the counsel of His Beatitude
Baselios Cleemis Thottunkal, Major Archbishop of Trivandrum for Syro-
Malankara Catholics, and to that of the Synod of Syro-Malankara Bishops as
well as the President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, we,
after due consideration of this matter, by our apostolic authority, establish the
Apostolic Exarchate of the United States of America for the faithful of the
Syro-Malankara rite living tiiere, this new community being subject to the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches and the other details being carried out
in accordance with the prescripts of the Canons of the Eastern Churches.

Once the disposition of the aforementioned Exarchate has been properly
executed, an authentic transcrjpt of the acta is to be sent to the already-mentioned
congregation.

Finally, we mandate that tins our decree be held binding both now and in
the future. Anything to the contrary not withstanding.

Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the fifteenth day of the month of July, in
the year of the Lord two thousand ten, the sixth of our pontificate.

Tarcisio Cardinal Bertone Renzo Civili, Protonotary Apostolie Francesco
Secretary of State D1 Felice, Protonotary Apostolic
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Facsimile of the Decree
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Translation
Benedict, Bishop Servant of Servants of God

To beloved son Thomas Naickamparampil, hitherto Secretary General of
the Major Archieparchy of the Syro-Malankara Church, appointed Apostolic
Exarch of the new Apostolic Exarchate for the Christian faithful of the Syro-
Malankara Church living in the United States of North America and at the same
time appointed Titular Bishop of Larens greetings and apostolic blessing.

We who succeed in the place of St. Peter, are solicitous for the good of the
whole flock of the Lord. Since this is to be provided on the same day for the
Apostolic Exarchate for the Christian faithful living in United States of North
America newly erected by us, you beloved son endowed with gifts of noble
mind and heart and expert in ecclesial affairs, will see it suitable that we implement
the same. Therefore, after consulting our venerable brother Cardinal Prefect of
the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, by the supreme authority we enjoy,
we appoint you Apostolic Exarch of the same Exarchate and at the same time
nominate you as the Titular Bishop of Larens with all such rights and duties
attached to such office and Episcopal dignity. Moreover, we proclaim you as the
Apostolic Visitator in Canada as well as in Europe for the Christian faithful of
the aforementioned Church. With regard to your Ordination, Profession of Faith
and Promise of Obedience to Us and our Successors, you shall strictly observe
the established norms of Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches

Moreover, we command that the clergy and your people may be informed
of this letter given under the seal, whom we exhort to receive you gladly and
remain united with you. Finally for you, beloved son, we ask for the gifts of
Holy Spirit —who illumines the hearts- by which you may feed the faithful
entrusted to you with kind and solicitous charity, more by the example of
holiness of life than by words. Also, Peace of Christ, by the auspices of the
Virgin Mother, be with you always and with all the faithful most dear to us of
the same Exarchate.

Given at St. Peter’s Rome on the fifteenth day of the month of July, two
thousand and ten in the year of the Lord, the sixth year of our Pontificate.

Benedict XVI
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Press Release
A New Exarchate for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in America
Msgr. Dr. Thomas Naickamprambil is the first Bishop

Thiruvananthapuram, 14 July 2010: Holy Father Pope Benedict X VI erected a
new Exarchate for the Malankara Catholic Church in North America. Rev. Fr.
Thomas Naickamparambil of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum is appointed
the first bishop of the new Exarchate. The bishop-elect is also given the charge
of Apostolic Visitator of Canada and Europe by the Holy Father.

The announcement is made in Vatican and Cathedral, Pattom simultaneously
at 3.45pm Indian time. Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the Father and
the Head of the Church and other metropolitans were present in the announcement
function held at St. Mary’s Cathedral Pattom. A large gathering including priests,
religious and faithful received the announcement with big applauses. The bishop-
elect is giving the Episcopal insignia and congratulated by His Beatitude and
other metropolitans. Then, priests, religious and faithful conveyed their greetings
to the bishop-elect by kissing his hands.

New Exarchate

The commununity, started by the migrated faithful of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic in New York in 1984 with the blessings of Benedict Mar Gregorios of
happy memory, has been formed in various parts of America. In 2001 John Paul
II of happy memory appointed Rt. Rev Isaac Mar Cleemis (at present Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos) the first Apostolic Visitator of the Malankara
faithful in America. On 10 May 2002 Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios of happy
memory submitted the application to the Holy See to erect an eparchy in America.
When Rt. Rev. [saac Mar Cleemis was appointed the metropolitan of the eparchy
of Tiruvalla, Rt. Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas was appointed new Apostolic Visitator
on 15 December 2006. On 25 January 2010, Rt. Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas was
appointed the metropolitan of the Eparchy of Bathery. It is during this period
that the Holy See has erected the exarchate for the Malankarites in North America.
It will be known as Malankara Catholic Exarchate in North America. The Head
Quarter of the new Exarchate will be Mar Ivanios Malankara Catholic Center
(950 Hill Avenue) in New Hyde Park, New York. The Malankara Catholic Church
at Long Island is the main parish of this new Exarchate. At present there are 16
parishes and 15 mission stations for the Malankara Catholic Church in North
America. Around 1000 Malankara Catholic families and 10000 members are in
new Exarchate. There are 30 priests 34 religious rendering their ministry in this
region. Three Bethany convents and seven daughters of convents are situated in
the new Exarchate.

HThomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Curia Bishop & Chancellor, Major Archiepiscopal Curia
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A New Church from an Ancient Tradition
Faith and New Works
- Bishop William Murphy

If on Sunday afternoon October 3, you had been at Kellenberg Memorial
High School in Uniondale you would have witnessed a remarkable event, our
Holy Father Pope Benedict, responding to a request from the leadership of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, established a new exarchate or diocese for
the Syro-Malankara faithful who live here and throughout the United States. At
the suggestion of the Major Archbishop or Catholicos, His Beatitude Moran
Mor Cleemis, the Pope appointed a new bishop, Thomas Mar Eusebius, as the
first Exarch or bishop for this Church who was given additional duties as official
visitator of the Catholicos for members of the Church in Canada and Europe.

Why would this have been an even worth noting? First of all is the
extraordinary growth of this Church in the past 80 years, especially in Kerala
state, India where it has blossomed and grown from five members in 1930 to
more than 500, 000 today. But even more important than the numbers is what
this means.

Indian Christian tradition has long held that the Apostle Thomas evangelized
India before being martyred. Thus India claims true apostolic foundation from
Thomas as Rome does from Peter and Paul. The “Thomas tradition” has been
carried through the centuries with a liturgy that is the same Mass as we have in
the Latin Church. Yet the liturgy has its own forms of prayer and ritual that
reflect the Thomas tradition and the Indian context that these Churches have
lived for as long as there has been Christianity in that country. Through the
centuries, theological differences brought some divisions. Both the Syro-Malabar
and the Syro-Malankara exist side by side. Both are eastern Syrian, similar in
theological tradition to the Maronites of Lebanon, but each maintains certain
particular characteristics. A great and holy Bishop, Mar Ivanios, brought the
small group of Syro-Malankara back into communion with the pope in 1930 and
thus we have today the flourishing Syro-Malankara Church in South India with
this new branch of the vine of Christ established here on Long Island for all the
United States.

As most of us who live in western Nassau know, there has been a growing
influx of families coming from India and settling in the villages of Nassu. Like
India itself, they come here with many different religious traditions from Hindu
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to Muslim to Budhist to Sikh to Jain. But there is also a significant number of
Indians who are Christians of both the Latin rite who now are part of the Diocese
of Rockville Centre or of one of the two eastern traditions I have just described.

The liturgy celebrated at Kellenberg Sunday afternoon was heralded by a
procession with bells and drums and a throng of the faithful rejoicing to have a
bishop and a Church of their own. The Major Archbishop or Catholicos, Moran
Mor Cleemis, was the principal celebrant of the liturgy. He had served here until
2005 as the auxiliary bishop who cared for this growing flock until he was called
back to India. Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York, Bishop Libasci and I
joined the eastern rite bishops in concelebrating the liturgy at which the new
Exarch, Bishop Thomas Mar Eusebius, was enthroned as the bishop of this new
local Church.

There is a haunting beauty to this ancient liturgy. The chants are accompanied
by bells and tympanis and various native instruments that, along with the
vestments and altar appointments, proclaim the Indian heritage of this ancient
Catholic Church. It is not difficult for us westerners to follow the Divine Liturgy
which has the same shape and the same elements of Word and Sacrament leading
to sharing in Holy Communion as does every Catholic Eucharist following the
example of Christ. But many of the prayers are different from ours, rich in
symbolism that focuses with deep commitment on the unworthiness we all have
before the Holy, the confidence we all are called to have in the Mother of God
and the communion of saints and the proclamation of the great deeds by which
Our Lord wrought our salvation. It kept occurring to me how wondrously are we
called to fulfill the words of Jesus at the Last Supper, “Do this in remembrance
of Me”.

The new bishop very kindly invited me to preach the homily on this historic
occasion. The texts they had chosen were from the first Letter of St. Paul to the
Corinthians about being one in the Body of Christ, and The Gospel of John in
which the Lord speaks of the vine and the branches, the Father as the vine grower
and the true vine, Christ, giving birth to the flourish so long as they remain one
with Christ, the vine.

As one of those branches, this local Latin Church of the Diocese of Rockville
Centre joins our Malankaran brothers and sisters in the joy that this new branch
of the Church universal has been planted here on Long Island. We pledge to help
them in their growth through our prayer and our common witness to Jesus Christ.
These new members of our communities will offer much to deepen our Christian
witness and to help build up both the faith of the Church and our service to all
our brothers and sisters here in the towns and villages of Long Island.

As I welcome my brother, Bishop Thomas Mar Eusebius, I ask all of you, my
brothers and sisters of our diocese, to join me in extending the hand of fraternal
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welcome to our new Syro-Malankaran neighbors and to offer them our prayers
and support that this new Church here on Long Island may grow and flourish in
the years to come.

Extract from: The Long Island Catholic
Newspaper for the Diocese of Rockville Centre
October 6, 2010\ Vol. 49, No. 24
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi,
Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No. CPL 1/2010

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self - existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, which enters the soth year of realizing its
dream of Reunion, is, by the grace of God, passing through significant moments of
history. In the course of time, in various forms and expressions, the children of
Malankara experience the fruits of the unconditional commitment of the Servant of
God, His Grace Mar Ivanios and his venerable successors. Let us rededicate ourselves
to God Almighty with a heart filled with gratitude, as our Church is growing in the
universal communion as a brilliant witness.

I wish to inform all our Faithful happily and officially, certain ecclesial
arrangements that have canonically come into effect in our Church. With the consent
of the Holy Episcopal Synod and the approval of the Holy Father Pope Benedict
XVI of Rome, two Eparchies are erected in our Church. The two Eparchies are
erected centered at Pathanamthitta in Kerala and at Puttur in the state of Karnataka.
So also I appointed four Bishops who were elected by the Holy Episcopal Synod
and approved by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom, the Bishop of Marthandam and Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios, the Bishop of Bathery are transferred to the new Eparchies of
Pathanamthitta and Puttur respectively. The Apostolic Visitator to North America
and Europe, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas is appointed the new Bishop of Bathery.
Very Rev. Fr. Dr. Vincent Kulappuravilai is appointed the new Bishop of the Eparchy
of Marthandam.Very Rev. Fr. Dr. Samuel Kattukallil, the Syncellus of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum is appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum and Very
Rev. Fr. Dr. Stephen Thottathil, the Dean of the Faculty of Theology of St. Mary’s
Malankara Seminary is appointed the Auxiliary Bishop of Tiruvalla. Very Rev. Dr.
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Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia and
the Postulator of the Cause of Canonisation of the Servant of God, is appointed as
Curia Bishop to assist me in the general administration of our Church and to co-
ordinate the activities of the Synodal Commissions.

These declarations were made at 4.30 p.m. on 25 January 2010 in Rome and in
the headquarters of our Church in Trivandrum. I declared these at St. Mary’s Cathedral
in the presence of the Bishops, Superiors of the Religious Congregations, Rev. Fathers,
Religious and a good number of the Laity of our Church. The declarations were
also made simultaneously at the Archieparchial centre of Tiruvalla and the Eparchial
centres of Marthandam and Bathery.

It is for the first time in the history of the Syro-Malanakra Catholic Church that
so many Bishops are appointed at one time. Besides in Tamil Nadu, a new Eparchy
is established for the Malankara Catholic Church in the State of Karnataka too.
Along with the new provisions, we have in our Church 8 Eparchies and 13 Bishops.
We express our heart-felt gratitude and reverence to the Holy See of Rome.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios served the Eparchy of Bathery as its
Metropolitan for 12 years; Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom served the Eparchy
of Marthandom as its Metropolitan for 11 years; and Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas,
served as Apostolic Visitator to America and Europe for 4 years. | avail this
opportunity to express our hearty gratitude to the Metropolitans on behalf of the
entire Church for their splendid leadership and dedicated service.

Itis decided to solemnize the Sacred Ordination of the Bishops-Elect on 13 March
2010 at Mar Ivanios Vidya Nagar, Nalanchira, Trivandrum. The dates and timings of
the bestowal of the Order of Remban on the Bishops-Elect, inauguration of the new
Eparchies and the enthronement of the Bishops, etc, will be decided and informed
later on. I earnestly solicit your enthusiastic presence and co-operation in all these
holy services and subsequent programmes.

I urge all of you to pray before the divine presence for the new Eparchies,
Metropolitans and Bishops-Elect.

And that through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and the
Apostles, especially that of St. Thomas, our Father and all the Saints. Amen.

Your humble Servant in the Lord

sd/-

26.01.2010 % Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Catholicate Centre Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Pattom, Trivandrum

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono.
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On Mar Ivanios Day

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepicopoi,

Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No CPL 2/2010

Praise be to the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

The 57 Feast of Commemoration
of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

These days, we were trying to deepen in our faith through the observance
of Sleeha Nombu and the celebration of the Feast of the Apostles Peter and
Paul. The commemorations of Most Rev. Jacob Mar Theophilos, Rt. Rev.
Cheppattu Phlipose Remban, Rt. Rev. Pulikkottil Joseph Remban of happy
memory, the veterans of the Reunion Movement, are during the Sleeha Nombu
and the days following it. The Dukhrono, the feast of commemoration of St.
Thomas the Apostle of India and the commemoration of the Servant of God
Mar Ivanios make our ecclesial life in the month of July a blessed one.

The Word of God teaches us: “Remember your leaders, those who spoke
the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate
their faith.” (Heb 13: 7). The Apostle exhorts us to be acquainted with the life
of the Fathers who preached the Word of God and to imitate their faith.

St. Thomas the Apostle was a witness to the suffering and resurrection
of Jesus. The Apostle who said, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (Jn
11:16), as per the divine command, proclaimed the Word of God to our ancestors
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in India and suffered martyrdom at Mylapur. It is the unwavering faith in and
love for Jesus that inspired St. Thomas, the Apostle to undertake courageously
the evangelization mission. Let his mission spirit be an inspiration to us. Let
his prayer be a fortress and refuge for us.

The Indian Church, rooted in the Gospel tradition of St. Thomas the
Apostle, remained in the communion of the Universal Church. God made Mar
Ivanios an instrument to realize the efforts of unity of the Church initiated by
the Metropolitans of the Malankara and other people to overcome the division
that occurred in the 17th century. He shares the awareness that God acted
through him for the unity of the Church, when he says, “The spirit of God
compelled me to offer myself for the union of the Church” (Life History, part
1). To realise this divine call, he submitted himself into the hands of God.

Mar Ivanios is a great gift given by God to the Malankara Church. He
is a person who did a lot of praiseworthy deeds. But, more than his deeds, it is
his life that made him immortal. “To posses God is nobler than to serve God”
(Girideepam) is his vision of life and deeds. Self-abnegation and prayer are
the means to posses God. It is the spirit of self-abnegation that helped him to
renounce professorship of the Serampur College in order to accept sanyasa
and to leave aside the Bethany Ashram at Mundanmala in order to realize
Reunion. He led a life discerning the will of God and said, “I have full faith
that the good Lord controls me in each of my footsteps. Almighty God exhorts
me to leap into the ocean of God’s love.” He trusted in prayer to discern the
will of God and to execute the same. When it is said that his Heart was placed
as clay before the sacred presence of God, so that God may give form and
beauty to it”(Girideepam), it is clear to us that his personality is formed by
prayer. This testifies that he desirably longed for and followed the inspirations
of the Holy Spirit. His prayer was, “Whatever may be the will of God, enable
me and my disciples to disregard every hardship for the sake of the proclamation
of the Word of God and to lead a life which glorifies God, even if it is necessary
to renounce the mother-country or kinsmen” (Girideepam). Mar Ivanios was a
great personality who glorified God accomplishing, as demanded by God, the
works God entrusted him.

As part of the feast of commemoration of the Servant of God Mar
Ivanios, under the leadership of our youth movement (MCYM) the padayatra
is arranged from 10 July starting from Kurissumala, Perunnadu to Pattom
Cathedral, where his mortal remains are entombed. Without considering the
comforts of life, meditating on the Word of God, we conduct this pilgrimage
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in order to attain God-experience and the fullness of grace. Special prayers
(Bhajana) will be held at the tomb from 1 to 14 July. All who can, shall
participate in both these events. Pray that the celebration of the feast of
commemoration on 15 July be a blessing to the Church.

The padayatrees will reach the tomb at 6.00 p.m., on Wednesday, 14
July. Thereafter, at 6.15 is the Evening Prayer and Dhoopaprarthana. At 8.30
a.m. on 15 July, we have the Morning Prayer, solemn Holy Qurbono,
Dhoopaprarthana and Nercha. I exhort all to receive blessings attending all
these services.

I would like to remind you once again that as part of the Cause of
Canonisation of Mar Ivanios to the status of a saint in the Church, the favours
received through the intercession of the Servant of God shall be informed, in
writing, to the Postulator.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our
Father and Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
of the Syro-MalankaraCatholic Church
30.06.2010
Catholicate centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram.

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.:This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.

145



Pastoral Letters

0930IB nl1WoR)0 @0)Mlon00MMADIHNg @o¢)1:000MmIRN0
eid0 qVolwom] &Eamoalsnd MEWeS caRd ERGajemilata]
¢000008 ¢@ad snicavellcony Glalay @:acmoellandmidnnlsd
mlm)o ma2)es EUWlG00IM &16leNss caelnlgenddean)o
30000 liEs990 1020660} 0MIIGHN)0
2156908890 HUR20NTMOMIM)e MMIMIMABsn0 allmileegadanie QA

Prot No CPL 3/2010

MIWoRIUGe MAMRSOMIe ERRJMMARIOMAIMo
MIEROUC mam2jesumaw @lswe aasmOmulng Mmiel.

@REIAIMBY al®IEOMIE, AUMBY EH000afaAVEH00[0M0E, QUMY OMIOMIE, NIad). HOAI
G160, HUINUMOICO, TVMITV®ED, BHAOMAN® (all® ailvomiecs!

all®010® §630 BRYOoEla] A GMBMMEIMIENHS CRINGOMIN) MVOLIBIAIW OGH
Ml alyanoecwlend oo galoleal @562 @IO)IVE. TVHEIM)o ahBOWIWI
)M al@10)RLOERIAIONY (alaIdEDMODIENES ®IO)TVE WD CRIGHODIT 26O}
am). 2086OM220@1000WHS @RAIVE®IRIlE: al0OMIEYOTIG DSHLIS)OM ARIEO TV)O]
@0l HEOMILNHHINVE l6100)RLIEBOANMITE MlEM 20V VA 1HGlEPeA]S)BW)0
QAUBBOMOS)HD)o H21QYAMN). MVAIlEUAH(aIELIUHIMOTIOPW)0 MHOBSH:JOMIOPFW)0
00)(UD)UBVOW D VR BOOME)ANSE @RG:AMo aOTmo AlYdallen&:V)o HORAIRM
oo} MER0IB)FOVHS0V] AISO)GH®)0 HaIY)AN). HHBAMICVINTMIT B0} CRA
@RABeag)a lMIEEN0|@ MEWOXT MANHS VROV aldlww)Ed Miloa0dTMo QWA
DEO®SAM) 10)(U0)aHIAIEROW UM 1BEeMAMIMOW] allallw &Icmomle: (&ale:0
6MEBBU3 M0 6211 BWIENBOW.

2eIE:0 TV01IM! &EOMIRNSHITVRW)AS alBlU)EL af)a{lNIEEa]@ TV}MANEB0
Mo @RGalIEYU alBlnemla] @pcadlenlenss oeimo avGlwom] &eomoelsnd aillvomn
Ml B8900] B0} af)B:MOBEHO] allK)ab all®oal INWISS al@1No002m 208a0al0
qunoaflaflolenam). @oyaINmaloo ¢ARAE ERGIRBITVMOWIOE! 0QL EWI. CMIRMY
MOW1B60al0MIlB @RYOM al)@lw ag)oe?(mo@csoe@gkmg (eIl02 HA®IMOWV] 2B jda]0
Mlala)). $OMW, @)600a], e (alcBreBEloal @rajmicmoeils allmileqqd agam
21)0@EldS] BW)E® HA@IM aldl)ed 20Baldalo M@SHIVIGME. HONOWQ BDEBL0
Ol (aleifdalMo RHOERI 14-0) algo HAVM 2T GO WENG MSOm)E:®)ME0W.

aflel (alC@yd MVa0210EBBOM3 BBITVMAIW] NN ilenea|SOTm®)o, ©)alluod
M(@al0BOEWO ACYOMEIEN0 @RSITLNOMOMIEEI aldlw]l MluaIVlafI5)88Mm)e @RAIA
NOMIMOV] B0) af)d:MVBHeOM ROCALIANL{SIBSS®)R0V HOBAUIRMEI Y AMEM

146



On Erection of Exarchate

A HM0BEHHY. aIPOM®Y MERIMIVWAGTI ($HICMIMEUB 311-321) BBOTVMEBBUIHH)0
B(BOTVMIRD §HUIBHH)0 M@BYMN af)2ld @RAIRHIU0 BRWIHI0EBSI0 af)B:TMIGESHGIM)0
af) B TVIABEIM)o DNV BlE)o0.

M})6@0AHNeEI 208 DADMIEWOM 2LIB:0 HO0mEls HTRIVIdleno aljdilw
af) B M03cHOPIOM @RYTLO0Mo. 2AIE:0 MAIVIM] BEOMILNEHdITVBTSE @REAGIE
0@ 16 DSAUSBBB)0 30 NLOGAUGB:0)0, 34 TVMIAV®OY0 DENE. 12 AlaHM E(BEBBB6M
©)E00a], SN (aIGBUEBEIENBS0). @REACIEOVIEN0 )G IR0 afd:E3000 alGi]
MOVN0GOEMIBo @BRONEBBS)ENS.

99BAMICINOMI BONYMVRAMEMIGOMIV HOHBAIBIMVM 203 MDAOMIECWIM)
@l0)eam] 1932-G3 600, W)E00a] MMAUlAJCMINSW)0 1947-03 @OGAGIHHAD al0ySMo
MSOMIVEMIOSW)o WLOO(BMo @g@oog, @REAO1HH af)amlailsemsled aelg:o qv)olwoml
HCOMILNHHOTVRWINS BVEBL0UTlE: MBI MVA00E]L)). BREAClSHWInaI MaM6S
afloonmile:wen) calmnel 8o yManemIBaomo® @RyAajmilata] cminwle:s 008 (Weno
oleom’ @10)eaml 1984-03 MLEWORSHI DECLI0SMo HaIT® 2LIBO HEOMILBeH0
$)5000 0D HHBAMIEVINOTIHEI 26Q00) MIBEMIVWE: 2IBI@TVoRAIAE. @)SAM,
@REAClEHW)OS aflallw (aI6BUEBSIG8 MAMES MSAUBGS)o BlaHMBHB)o 0)alld 0106
©a]S). 2001 AIOO aNI. EROEND a;%lg@ (@ya006MOM @0A@ (16aVIqV0 omt@oegﬂoaﬂmo),
QIMBY 62800al0MAG3 ¢ER0MOMIOM, aIBy 2alenE005 VIAIRMIMS ¢H000q{lavesn0qlo,
ool 6. aflgd ¢$06adl MsEElAId EGWIEMQAR00D] (1AIBEMay). @SB,
2001-03 BOVIMIAOMIBaOMO® MBI nICILENCIM &OEmOLEnIMIONDW)OS
@0EJBMNM (215000 alBlU0)RL ERMEAINUY B6MBOAMR 20Bnlda] AISEHH BPEAClEOVIRIW)0
©)600a loRIv)o ARIB:O TVERINEBUWEHIW (allnd @oa|Micmoeils; allnvleggeo mlw
dllaj). (aln2 @R Miemoails: allmilegqoow 2001 M)@@3 2003 AOO NI U0YU0)AH HaIT®).
@lo}aIgl0 B(BOIVMOVINNG @RRLIGHUMIW] 6000 MWAMMOWEL OB @REIAIMBY ¢RIV
208 cmoam @loycamlo® @rqjaicmoeils allmileggoow aldluoaw miloandmmo amlw
ollag). 2010 M)A 25-0) @REIQAIMBY G2ROMal B0Q CMOAM @IOIEAMI MICOMAE] B3OV
MoaLYGHUMOV] MAlEHNAIS). DEalOWd MANOS @RCAIGH alBlNeMla] alBluo)EL all®oql
NINWIBHS al@IMI002M 206aj0ajd af)BTVIBEHOQ af) HOCMIMIS: aldalwlealss
@REACIHHTIHEI MAN)HS TVERITVAA0HOM DVWAOMIWIBlEH)MM). al@lud)EL MloandTVMo
MEMHS MVEVBE M@B)M &HOYMENM)o Ma00WaBWBEN0 MIMOS MEW)NS alellw
HIOBEO®VY0 alGld)aL 208adal0 @O)EaMIcWIS)B8 AlleWO®IA) MM 203
al)@lo @ROIVEN)IM). GREAGIGHWIGE MIMEOS MVEOHW o)D)l 588 MEM)HS 6nl.
00UE1BH00W)o0 MVMIM®HOV)o (AW HHBARENNBW)0 aFO0 &HIMEANMEVINS ANOM
m320lee)am).

)@l o@)cﬁ?G\)O(ﬁGzﬁG)((’ﬂG)O@ (N2 OD@IM 0QL GAWI. CMIAMS MIV]Be0alomil@d
AlOMMo®I5 BBINMOTIAI HHRRII0 MSAUBVITE MIVIBPoalomil@d (0ol ag@. gl.
any»Imleg@)o (la®l ¢uowoe alIn)VIMleM@W)0 AGMOV 1961 &R)eNd 6-0) RTa)).
Mnud ailayoeiomo a3emlwoss] Go}AIMmal0o algo HAVAG GRERIAHIIY HODME
oMAIMIBIVIBI (aIGAIWBlaY). al)® EGala]@d HAVAIMOCIVIGE HOAIBlS: all3§0850M0 al)3ODI
@odsHl, 1986 AWlMVo6NIB 29-00 M1V BOVYMVREEMIBAOMOW sNIMALIES 2@ (K1EWIA
com @oyeamlolad mlmmlo aeaIdldalge MUI1E:0l)). ®SGM @IV (@ODTIGI
NIa0). MMM ajMWleel 2amomaial aflsgoalloowlad mln moequém enilo)3

147



Pastoral Letters

ano, ¢oodleal (enoolem @emlca$avlglalcd mla) EWwosSEOQ)o OMNRIGH.

@gsuugmoé, al)$16890S, alMSBo, H)OMIOL!, al)MWBHIAUAB, ®)68300al00, al)NO
Q)a@, $05)allg, n1085Masled, §al003la)id, HeJWo a1 DSOS Alle:00lwV1dles)
GMIOWY @O 1988 M)O@3 @O}AUMMal}0o HAVMW 21N 2eIE:0 HaLaIMIClVloal d®I
00OIV(@ H(al0aNIVOIW)o EITVAIMAMAHO12fIS)6NE. ALIE0 MVIOIOM GEEMILEeI V.
©)6S 96BlBAEH)CAUMEIBS MVIMWES 522 1a4H HAV(H S0, BIO)UMIDal)0o CDRA
@ROIRBOMMOTINAI HOAUBIH0)HS (10)(U0)aHIAIORIW HOOYEEBBIAS 2 NAMEIHHIOE, ®10)
AMMal)0o GRARE BIMI0)al®O HDVEMAVIG3 @ooo, MIO}AUMMMal0o TVAEAUIBW
MdnFlong nIGaoad, GOSICMEl DRIBO GHECOMIEHN DSBS afle:0dl ag
Meleglad Mo@IGaoa0® EIVAIMAM)aHC]2)}0IEHAIWIEM  EAG3A|STLOIM COM W6
fNIa0). CGMOAIVM DVAME|SB1Ee) M.

@@ af)SmodesngdlmyealmElo)o, Mle® ea@om) calnElw)o ME@BES30I0)0
063MMIWIVIGE (n10dmOlHneMo. MINOS TVERWIAS QIBAB2 WG HOBAI0 BROE)MEHO
2001 (alAIBEDSNMTI@ MEe HeBAUOMIN MBlAaleado. af)ial®o al}MeNO
& 3a108edld0no BlE® all®oallem Ha@IEleaUs0N0 MoWBMAOV] 2010 HAVAI®o
i@ 20, 21 ®IVOHSW GIOYAUNIEOD al§o HAVW 2T OO WENG ala]
MsEmUM ®10)20M]2{ldlee)m). HRA(MIEIGaUS: 21568B)BS103 EPREAGIEHWIHL! &COmI
ellenomees (amIMuwlow] @readlenm Mmilatnlny ¢&0Man0mM HaV(H:S0! 2Mm
0@ a0qY 00l RGP 2)60 Gloyeac] MomITWIenM®eM. Mle® all®oailea
0MIDMBalgo ROMIMSAUBHWIW alTNMo@Ig BBOTVMOMIEI HHREIa! MI0)a0iBW HEBAI
AIOTIG Ala] OTVAIMoIB 11-00 M1V MIWIF21 EdAiloal 7.300) MSAMAN@OEM.
@RcadlenIeLl A )@V af)Srvodcsnglom aoeansmaloe @rElaimy allmoalead munomo
602a06MAN0 2010 B&ES06NIA 3-00 VM), AMIVWOIPal, ®aJDB8) 2.300), ML)CWIRLHGI
Qla] MSOMORS}M@IEN. al)NHOOHITVIOWG af)iNbal®o AOBaHlB0ceUEBSAN0
OR®IEGaUB UD)(UD)aHBSIEN0 MoITWla] ME@BE3AI0) @RMYNAOI®OIBHMORT
MM (alE®§do BoG]n flenam).

@O HOHBARIGIAW aldl. &MIPaclVETIOW)o, @R MIEMIRI TV2)a0
owleB)o, alludlauyo Maes all®o® 203N WTnOIW)ESV)o, MVGKE! allud)
BLOYESW)0 (AIBMOMHSBOM MHAN, @RY2ATM3.

ag)mm,
HAOmoilad mless1as allmlmuo)w)awl

s ae el amect

23003 6208 eniemailewrny’ glalmi’ eemeileniemdnn

29.07.2010 20180 SHEOMIRIENIMRWINS 62RO @O oljenilatel
S260elesnd amajd
alSo, M1E3AIMMal3@o

JBRMAMOW GD@RSINS ollMOGAL..

N.B.: @ &elain @rs)om)aio)am an0wooal afl. $)@mI0maceaLy Memes af)eld alssle.s)
eljo, Alatd EH(BEBSIRI)0, @YOIWMO BH(MBEBGIEN0 QA0WIEHEMIRMO6).

148



On Erection of Exarchate

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepsicopoi,
Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No. CPL 3/2010

Praise to the Triune God, Self-existent, Almighty,
Eternal and Consubstantial

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

The holy Church is the continuation of the economy of salvation on earth
initiated by God the Father and made available by the Son of God. The Church
moves forward on this earth by the work of the Holy Spirit who fulfils
everything. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, that has its origin in the
apostolic tradition of St. Thomas, is continually strengthened and nourished
by the Holy Spirit. This Church, the servant announcing the Good News and
fostering the unity of the Churches spreads in and beyond the land of India,
and grows as lively communities of the People of God. By the providence of
God, the Holy See has raised our Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church.
In continuation, I made various canonical arrangements for strengthening her
ministry.

Considering the request of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, the Holy Father Pope Benedict X VI has erected an Exarchate
for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Faithful in the United States of America. The
Holy Father has appointed Rev. Dr. Thomas Naickamparambil of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum as the first Bishop of the newly erected Exarchate.
The Holy Father has also entrusted the Bishop-designate the office of the
Apostolic Visitor to Canada and Europe. Its official announcement was made
on 14 July at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom.

An Exarchate is a portion of the People of God which, because of special
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circumstances, is not erected as an Eparchy, and which being delimited
territorially or on some other criterion, is entrusted to an Exarch to shepherd.
The rights and obligations of the Eparchies and Eparchial Bishops as delineated
in the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches (Can 311-321) are applicable
to Exarchate and Exarch.

Mar Ivanios Malankara Catholic Centre, New York will be the headquarters
of the new Exarchate. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in America has
16 parishes, 30 Priests and 34 Religious. In Canada and Europe we have 12
mission centres. There are approximately 10000 Faithful in Europe and
America.

In divine plan, the visits of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios of
happy memory to Rome and Europe in 1932 and to America in 1947 marked
the official presence of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in Europe and
America respectively. The Malankara Catholic Community that Archbishop
Benedict Mar Gregorios of happy memory inaugurated in New York in 1984
for our Faithful in America is another important historical event in this divine
intervention. Later on, many parishes and mission stations have been formed
in various parts of America. Rev. Fr. John Kalloor, [Most. Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom], Rt. Rev. Melamparambil John Remban, Rt. Rev. Mannikarottu
Geevarghese Corepiscopo and Rev. Dr. Peter Kochery had worked as
coordinators. In 2001, upon the request of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios Catholicos of happy memory, the Holy Father John Paul II of happy
memory appointed the first Apostolic Visitator for the Faithful of the Malankara
Catholic Church in North America and Europe. I served as the first Apostolic
Visitator from 2001 to 2003. Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas succeeded me
when I was appointed Bishop of the Eparchy of Tirvalla. On 25 January 2010
Most Rev Joseph Mar Thomas was appointed Bishop of the Eparchy of Bathery.
Now considering our request the Holy Father Pope Benedict X VI has raised
the ecclesial community in America to the canonical status of an Exarchate. [
express our obedience and profound gratitude to the Holy Father for the care
and help of the Holy See towards our Church. I also remember with gratitude
all our Rev. Fathers, Sisters and People of God who have been serving our
Church in America.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Naickamparampil, the first Bishop of the new
Exarchate, was born on 6 June 1961 as the Son of Naickamparambil Sri. N.T.
Varghese and Smt. Sosama Varghese in the parish of Mylapra of the Eparchy
of Pathanamthitta. After finishing his schooling, he joined St. Aloysius Minor
Seminary. On completing his priestly formation in Papal Seminary, Pune, he
was ordained a priest on 29 December 1986, by Archbishop Benedict Mar
Gregorios of happy memory. He secured a Master’s Degree from Jnana Deepa
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Vidyappeth, Pune and Doctorate in Philosophy from the Gregorian University,
Rome.

While serving as parish priest of Kuddassanadu, Poozhikkadu, Pandalam,
Kurampala, Puthenkavuvila, Thoongampara, Punnavoor, Kattuvila, Bartonhill,
Chenthipoor and Kallayam, he has been also Professor of Philosophy in St.
Mary’s Malankara Seminary, Trivandrum, since 1988. It is while rendering his
commendable service as the Secretary of the Synodal Commission for the
Clergy of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the Priests’ Personnel of the
Major Archieparhy of Trivandrum, Member of the Major Archieparchial
Council of Trivandrum, the Bursar of Sarvodaya Schools and the Parish Priest
of the Vimalahrudaya Malankara Catholic Parish, Rev. Fr. Thomas is raised to
the Order of Episcopo.

Pray to the Lord for the new Exarchate and the Bishop-designate. Let us
be grateful to God for his wonderful acts for the growth of our Church. It is
decided that the celebration of the 80" Reunion Day and the Episcopal
ordination of the Bishop-designate will be conducted together on 21 September
2010 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum. Most Rev. George Moore,
the General Secretary of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the United States
of America will represent the American Catholic Church on this occasion.
Rev. Dr. Thomas Naickamparampil will be raised to the status of Remban at
7.30 a.m. on 11 September 2010 at his native parish at Mylapra in the Eparchy
of Pathanamthitta. The inauguration of the new Exarchate in America and the
installation ceremony of its first Bishop will be held at 2.30 pm, on Sunday, 3
October 2010 at Queen of Most Holy Rosary Church, 196 West Centennial
Ave, Roosevelt, New York - 11575. I cordially urge you all to participate in the
80t Reunion Day celebrations and the Episcopal Ordination services.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and all the Saints, especially of our Father and Apostle St.
Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

sd/-
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop

20. 0720101 of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono.
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On 80" Reunion Day

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi,
Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No. CPL 4/2010
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Praise be to the Triune God,
Self - Existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

80" ANNIVERSARY OF THE REUNION MOVEMENT

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We, the St. Thomas Christians, are fortunate, by the by the special
grace of the Holy Spirit, to have received the light of the Gospel at the very
beginning of the Church. 20 September 1930 is the holy day on which the
tearful prayer of the St. Thomas Christians to redeem the communion with the
Universal Church lost through the Coonan Cross oath of 1653 blossomed.
The Servant of God of happy memory, Archbishop Mar Ivanios’ God-experience
and his sincerity to embrace truth opened up a new chapter in the ecclesial
history of Malankara. We are entering the 80" year of the Reunion Movement
which laid the foundation of a local ecclesial community in the Universal
Church, that is governed by local Bishops and that lives in the pure Indian
culture the Antiochene Syrian liturgy.

It is by providence alone that the Reunion Movement that began as a
living witness of five persons transformed into a large community of half a
million people. The dedication of the Rev. Fathers and Religious and the
untiring service of the Lay missionaries to pass on the Gospel light to diverse
regions in close collaboration with the dynamic leadership of the Most Rev.
Bishops of the Church was vital in the growth of the Reunion Movement till
today. The memory of our ancestors who toiled to build up this community
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into a local-individual Church sanctifies our thoughts. The Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church with various Eparchies and Exarchate has ascertained
canonical approval as a sui iuris Major Archiepiscopal Church in Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, various regions in India, America and different regions in
Europe. In history, we ought to view this growth as a sign of the Faithful’s
great communion with and love for the Church.

This year’s Reunion Anniversary celebrations hosted by the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum at St. Mary’s Cathedral Pattom is to be understood
as the celebration of a divine plan entrusted to us 80 years ago. It was a divine
plan that Ananthapuri (Trivandrum), where we did not have a community of
Faithful nor a Church of our own, was chosen as the headquarters of our Church.
The journey of Metropolitan Mar Ivanios to Ananthapuri was a reenactment of
the journey towards the Promised Land. It was a pilgrimage with hope in
divine providence. As the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church grew up as a
dynamic leadership in Ananthapuri our Church realized as fulfilled in her the
promise of Jesus Christ: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Lk 12:32).

The fervent faith of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios who laid a strong
foundation for our Church community in Ananthapuri, the human friendly love
of Benedict Mar Gregorios of happy memory, who was a beacon of God’s
love for the general human society of Ananthapuri and the ecclesial vision of
Cyril Baselios Catholicos of happy memory, who reigned as a leader of the
Catholic Church in Ananthapuri, make blessed this year’s celebrations of the
Reunion Movement. The life history of these Prelates is the testimony of the
living presence of our Church in Ananthapuri in the last 8 decades.

It is another blessed moment in the plan of God that Rt. Rev. Msgr.
Thomas Naickamprampil, the first Bishop of the Exarchate erected to confirm
the canonical presence of our Church in America, is ordained in Trivandrum,
that was chosen as a place to give a new direction to the apostolic activities of
the Malankara Church, where the anniversary of the Reunion Movement is
celebrated. I hope that these celebrations will help us to form a wider vision of
and renewed dedication to the reunion endeavours and apostolic activities of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

In conjunction with the 80™ Reunion Day celebrations the Ananthapuri
Malankara Convention will be held on 18 and 19 September 2010. On 20™ we
have sabhathala sangamams of the different apostolates of our Church and an
All Religions Meet in which the leaders of the different religions participate.
On 21*, the main day of the celebrations, during the Holy Qurbono that begins
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at 8 a.m. the Episcopal Ordination of the Bishop-Designate will be take place.
The celebrations will end with the public meeting and the agape. 1 urge all the
Faithful to participate in these celebrations and become part of the reunion
endeavours of our Church.

As the evils of religious fundamentalism is alarming the society of
Kerala, I remind you, that we, the Faithful of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, as ‘servants of unity’, have a special obligation to foster loving unity
in our land. The unity of humanity is an integral part of the service of our
Church. We ought to safeguard as the pupil of our eye our relation with the
people of different religions and communities and with all men of good will. 1
lovingly urge you all to work ardently as prophets of unity in public life, in the
background of a contrary atmosphere that now prevails over in Kerala.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and all the Saints, especially of our Father and Apostle St.
Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

sd/-
30.08.2010 Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Catholicate Centre Major Archbishop
Pattom of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono.
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Proto No. CL-1/2010

The Syro — Malankara Catholic Church

The Message of Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission
for the Laity, on the Laity Day 2010

Most Rev. Bishops, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi, Rembans, Rev. Fathers, Deacons,
Religious and dear Faithful in Lord!

This year the Malankara Catholic Church observes the Laity Day on 2
May. I take this opportunity to congratulate specially the various associations
of the Laity in the Malankara Church and their leaders. The Majority of the
People of God is Laity. The People of God who are redeemed through Baptism
are a living testimony of Christian faith in the world. Incorporating the Laity,
the hierarchical leadership functions at the various levels of the ecclesiastical
ministries and strengthens the Church.

The Universal Church is observing this year as the Year for Priests. This is
an occasion to fathom the depths of the priestly ministry, to strengthen the
priests with prayer and encouragement and to emulate the goodness of the
priestly ministry. Priests who are ordained to celebrate the sacraments giving
leadership to the priestly ministry of the Church are the servants of the People
of God. On the Laity Day of this year, I would like to share a few thoughts on
the role of Laity in the Church that is founded on priesthood.

Itis good to remember specially that the ministerial priesthood is based on
the royal priesthood, received by the faithful through baptism. Since the Faithful
who received the anointing with the Holy Spirit, participate in the royal
priesthood of Christ, they “are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people.” (1 Peter 2:9). “Therefore, they in particular, ought to have
an ever-clearer consciousness not only of belonging to the Church, but of being
the Church, that is to say, the community of the faithful on earth under the
leadership of the Pope, the head of all, and of the Bishops in communion with
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him. These are the Church ...” (John Paul II, Christifideles Laici, no. 9). We
have to recognise that the goodness and blessings, we received, are gifts of
God and we have to grow “to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5).

It is through helping and participating in the priestly ministry that the Laity
fulfils their rights and obligations of the royal priesthood which they received.
It is not appropriate to confine them to the administration of the Church alone
and to certain duties which are assigned to them. The royal priesthood that we
received demands us to involve in all levels of the ministries of the Church.
We shall remember our obligations and responsibility to participate in the
missionary activities and the commitments of the Church for social welfare;
and hence to strengthen the human society at large.

The vocations to religious life and priesthood are formed in the families. It
is the parents who enkindle in children the interest to the ministries of the
Church. Vocations are spring up from the families that are nourished by family
prayer and the reading of the Word of God. This year, the Malankara Catholic
Church observes Vocation Day on 16 May. Parents should take special attention
to find out and encourage the vocations of their children. On this occasion I
congratulate the parents who gave their children to the the service of the Church.

A parish centered ministry of the Laity is an exemplary tradition of the
Malankara Church. The wholehearted commitment of our Laity to build up
and strengthen the faith-life of the parish communities of different regions of
the Malankara Catholic Church is laudable. The invaluable service of our Laity
in the evangelization process, especially in the southern regions of Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka made the Malankara Church active in those regions.
It is the ecclesial ministry of our enthusiastic leaders of the Laity that paved
the way to make available the hierarchical ministry outside the canonical
boundary of the Church in India, America and Europe.

The new Eparchies and Shepherds the Malankara Church received also a
recognition of the commitments of the Laity. The ministry of the Laity is
strengthened by Episcopal and apostolic ministry. These structures help the
Malankara Church to advance ahead. Again, the cooperation and creative
participation of the Laity is essential in the growth of the Church.

The service of the Laity of the Malankara shall not be limited to the growth
of the Church alone. The Malankara Church is proud that, at all times, she
could stand for the progress of the marginalized of the human community. All
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our Lay Faithful have to strengthen our service for the growth of the ordinary
people. The organizational systems of the associations such as MCA, Vicent
de Paul, etc. shall be made use of for the success of our organized social
activities. We have to ensure that the fruits of the various activities under the
leadership of the associations of the Laity are available to all people. “As you
did it one of the least of these... you did it to me” (Mt 25:40). It is God whom
we glorify.

We shall commit all the Laity of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
before God on this Laity Day. We shall line up to make dynamic the activities
of the MCA, the Laity organization. The sthotrakazhcha of the Holy Qurbono
of this day shall be sent to the Eparchial Curia for the welfare fund for the
Laity. Half of this amount shall be handed over to the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia for the welfare activities of Laity at the ecclesial level.

Greetings of the Laity Day to all the Faithful of the Church. May the grace
and blessings of God Almighty remain with us all.

And that through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary the Mother of
God, and the prayers of St. Thomas, our Father and that of St. Joseph the
heavenly patron of MCA. Amen

sd/-
20-04-2010 Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Santhibhavan Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity

Puttur, Karnataka

N.B.: This Circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during
the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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MESSAGE OF THE YOUTH DAY 2010
Beloved Youth in our Lord Jesus Christ,

3 October 2010, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, known in the Universal
Church as the Second Christ, is being observed as Youth Day in the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. For our Church, our Youth, beyond the fact that
they are the promise of the future, are the custodians and guardians of our
spirituality and tradition that we regard as our heritage for many centuries. The
youthhood is the most vibrant period of life. You shall consider the means of
sanctification and confirmation of life that are available through the holy
Catholic Church as fortune.

We are the in heritors of a noble and wealthy spiritual source. This
source is handed down from generation to generation and is entrusted in our
hands today. The generation today enjoys the goodness of it. A great zeal for
and fidelity to faith, based on the Word of God, giving importance to the
liturgical life and closely in communion with the leadership of the Church, is
the unique characteristic of our Church at all times. It is now to be transmitted
to the next generation through us. It is very essential that we should approach
and deal with it with proper understanding and seriousness. We should
participate in the economy of salvation, made available to us by our Lord Jesus
Christ through his death on the cross and his glorious resurrection. This salvific
grace is made available to us through sacraments. You shall come to a deeper
experience of the reception of the Holy Eucharist through Confession, the
sacrament of reconciliation. Dear Youth, I urge you to tread the path of God
that is different from that of the world.
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We are passing through an age where yawning gaps in familial relations
are the order of the day. The relationship between the parents and their children
becomes mechanical. The tendency to turn away from the restraints of their
parents is very strong among our youth. And this is one of the dangers that
engulf the western world. Dear youth! Being obedient to your parents, you
shall specially strive to sustain your family in divine grace. Dear parents, you
shall love your children more than money and material comforts.

The whopping conception of alcohol and drugs, increase in sexual
abuses, the tendency to question the value systems, atheism, denied God and
so on have endangered our social system.

In this circumstance, our youth shall be a corrective force. They should
set themselves as a model of having deep faith in God and sanctity of life. And
you shall try to restore a close dependence on God that is being lost.

It is very probable that they leap into dangers in their journey to make
themselves intellectually refined and technologically skilled. And accordingly
they lose a sense of priority in their life. In their priority God and the search for
God are pushed behind. It is very terrifying that ecclesial life is an option only
when one has nothing else to do in one’s life. Dear youth! You should re-order
your priorities. You shall hold on to God. You shall imitate the examples of
saints. Let the intercession of St. Francis of Assisi, who loved the soil, trees,
man and above all God, more than anything else, be a stronghold to you.

May God bless you abundantly!

With love and blessings

sd/-

1-09-2010 Moran Mor Baselios Cleenys Cath(?llcos
Catholicate Centre Major Archbishop
Pattom, Trivandrum Chairman, Commission for Youth

N.B.: This Circular should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship during
the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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