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Editorial

Ad Limina Apostolorum
An expression of Ecclesial and Hierarchial Communion

Introduction

The Latin term Ad Limina, shortened from Ad Limina Apostolorum, means
the obligation of Eparchial Bishops of visiting the thresholds of the (tomb of
the) Apostles Peter and Paul and of presenting themselves before the Supreme
Pontiff to give an account of the state of their Eparchies. Technically the term
ad limina refers to the quinquennial visit that each Eparchial Bishop makes to
Rome to pay homage to the Apostles Peter and Paul and discusses the situation
of his Eparchy with the Supreme Pontiff. The symbolism is very relevant here.
Apostles Peter and Paul are the patron saints of Rome, where both were
martyred. In addition, St. Peter was the first Bishop of Rome, the first Pope.
So the visit to his tomb, followed by the meeting with Peter’s successor, the
head of the Universal Church, is significant. The Pope in turn encourages and
guides the Bishops in their pastoral duties. The scope of this visit is meant for
promoting unity and collegiality in the Universal Church. During his visit an
Eparchial Bishop is also required to submit a written report on the situation of
his Eparchy.

1. The Purpose of ad limina apostolorum

Each bishop is obliged to make this visit. At the same time, in the oriental
law, this it is to done along with the Patriarch or Major Archbishop (c 208 §1).
Hence the visit has an individual and synodal character. The purpose of the ad
limina visit is threefold.

® to pay a visit and pray at the tombs of the Apostles and Saints Peter
and Paul, the Princes of the Apostles, shepherds and pillars of the
Church of Rome;

¢ to meet personally with the Supreme Pontiff, the Bishop of Rome
and successor of Peter and to talk to him face to face;

e to consult with the heads of the dicasteries, councils, and offices of
the Roman Curia and report on the activities of each Eparchy.

Each individual Bishop expresses his personal communion with the Bishop
of Rome. The Synod of each Church sui iuris expresses its hierarchical and
ecclesial communion with the Bishop of Rome and the Holy See of Rome.
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2. The Biblical Significance of ad limina apostolorum

There is a narration of the first ad limina visit in Paul’s letter to the Galatians,
in which the Apostle Paul tells the story of his conversion and the journey he
undertook among the pagans. Although he knew that he had been called and
instructed personally by Christ who had conquered death, he wrote these words:
"then did I go up to Jerusalem to meet Cephas. I stayed fifteen days with him"
(Gal 1: 18). It was not until fourteen years later I travelled up to Jerusalem
again... [ expounded the whole gospel that I preach the gentiles, to make quite
sure that the efforts I was making and had already made should not be fruitless”
(Gal 2: 1-2). In this witness of St. Paul, we see how the Apostles themselves
were in communion and how they expressed it. The orthodoxy of the faith and
teaching of the Gospel is to be checked and counter checked in the communion
of the Apostolic college and guaranteed by Cephas, the chief of the Apostles.

3. The Historical Significance of ad limina apostolorum

The visit ad limina apostolorum has a very long history. We can see the
gradual development in the history of the visit and showing the reverence to
the Pope, the successor of Peter. The roots of its modern development can be
traced to the fourth century. Originally it involved only the Bishops of the
province of Rome. By the late middle ages, the obligation was extended to all
Bishops throughout the world unless dispensed. In 1585 Pope Sixtus V issued
the Constitution Romanus Pontifex, which set forth the norm for visits ad
limina. The document states in detail within what term of years, each Bishop,
from whatever part of the world, should visit Rome, and what heads of
information he should consider in making his report to the Pope. Then on 23
November 1740, Pope Benedict XIV, in his Apostolic Constitution Quod
Sancta, extended the obligation to nullus ruling over a separate territory. This
Pope also established a particular congregation super statu ecclesiarum to deal
with the reports of Bishops when they made the prescribed visit.

On 31 December 1909, by the order of Pope Pius X, the Decree of the
Consistorial Congregation issued the discipline concerning the ad limina visits.
Itis issued for all the Bishops not subject to the jurisdiction of the Congregation
for the Propaganda Fide. This decree states that every Bishop must render to
the Pope an account of the state of his Eparchy once in five years. The
quinquennial periods are to begin in 1911. Bishops, when they come to Rome
in fulfillment of their obligation of ad limina, must visit the tombs of the apostles
and present themselves before the Pope. Finally, the decree declares that this
visit and eparchial report to the Pope are not to take the place of the canonical
visitation of the Eparchy, which must be made annually, or, in large eparchies,
biennially. On 29 June 1975, another decree issued by the Sacred Congregation
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for Bishops, Ad Romanam Ecclesiam, fixes the years in which the Eparchial
Bishops will make the ad limina visit and prepare the quinquennial report (n. 5).

4. The Ecclesiological and Pastoral Significance of ad limina apostolorum

The ecclesiological importance of the ad limina is to show the proper
reverence for the successor of St. Peter. Ad limina visits give the Bishops an
opportunity to sharpen their awareness of their responsibilities as successors
of the Apostles and to feel more intensely their sense of hierarchical communion
with the successor of Peter. The Bishops of the various parts of the world meet
around their great leader, symbol and protector of their unity. During the visit,
two men stand face to face together, namely a Bishop of a certain particular
Church/Eparchy and Bishop of Rome, who is also the successor of Peter. Both
carry on their shoulders the burden of office, from which they cannot relieve
themselves. Both of them in their own way represent the Church in the world.
It is in their communion that the faithful under their care communicate with
one another and likewise the Universal Church and Particular Churches
communicate with each other. Here we see the meeting of the pastors of the
Church, joined together in a collegial or synodal unity that is based on apostolic
succession. In this college, each and every one of the Bishops displays that
solicitude of Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, which all has received by way
of inheritance. The natural result of this meeting with Peter’s successor, first
guardian of the deposit of truth passed on by the Apostles, is to strengthen
unity in the same faith, the same sacraments and the same hierarchial
government (communion).

The Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium, especially in Chapters II and
III, indicates that the ad limina visits come to be a specific moment of
communion which determines the nature and essence of the Church. LG 18
says, the Bishops by making the ad limina visits acknowledge that the Roman
Pontiff is a lasting and visible source and foundation of the unity both of faith
and communion.

When pastors unite and meet together in Rome, there comes a remarkable
sharing of gifts from among all those riches in the Church. It means each
Particular Church contributes its own gifts to other Churches and to the whole
Church, so that the whole and each of the Churches are strengthened by the
common sharing of all things. It brings about a significant unity in variety.
This communication in the Church is a two way movement. On the one hand,
the Bishops united with the centre and the visible foundation of unity. On the
other hand, there is the commission “which the Lord confided to Peter alone,
as the first of the apostles” which serves the ecclesial community and her
mission.
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5. The Canonical Significance of ad limina apostolorum

The current requirements for the ad limina visit are the subject of cc. 399
& 400 of the 1983 “Code of Canon Law” and cc. 206 to 208 of the 1990 “Code
of Canons for the Eastern Churches”. Both codes reaffirmed the obligation of
Bishops to send a report on the status of their eparchies to the Holy See five
years, visit the tombs of Sts. Peter and Paul and “appear before the Roman
pontiff”. The Bishop is to send a copy of the report to the Apostolic See as
soon as possible. The format of the report is determined by the Apostolic See.
It is to be sent six months earlier than the time set for the visit, to the
Congregation for Bishops (for Latin Church) and the Congregation for the
Eastern Churches (for the Eastern Churches) (Pastor Bonus n. 58 §1). In
addition to this report, each Eparchial Bishop submits an annual statistical
report (PB n. 44).

CCEO c. 206 §1, states, every five years the Eparchial Bishop exercising
his power within the territorial boundaries of a Patriarchal Church or Major
Archiepiscopal Church is obliged to submit to the Patriarch or Major
Archbishop a report on the state of the Eparchy entrusted to him, according to
the manner determined by the Synod of Bishops of the Patriarchal Church or
Major Archiepiscopal Church. Eparchial Bishops constituted outside the
territorial boundaries of their respective Churches sui iuris must submit the
same report to the Apostolic See every five years. They have to send a copy of
the report to the Patriarch or Major Archbishop or Metropolitan as soon as
possible (CCEO c. 206 §2). On the occasion of the quinquennial report, the
Eparchial Bishop is to inform the Apostolic See about the state and needs of
those Christian faithful who are entrusted to his care (CCEO c. 207). An
Eparchial Bishop who is exercising his power in the territorial boundaries of
the Patriarchal or Major Archiepiscopal Church has to visit Rome within five
years of his enthronement possibly together with the Patriarch or Major
Archbishop, to venerate the tombs of Holy Apostles Peter and Paul; and then
he is also to present himself to St. Peter’s successor in the primacy over the
entire Church (CCEO c. 208 §1).

6. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and Universal Church

As an apostolic Church, founded by St. Thomas the Apostle and fully
living the Catholic communion under the most inspiring leadership of the Peter’s
successor, the Pope, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was always adorned
with and enjoyed many special gifts of Catholic ecclelsial communion. Actually
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, from the very day of re-union has the
privilege to experience all the ecclesial and spiritual goodness to live faithfully
the special ecclesial vocation that she has in the Church and in the world. As
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an oriental Apostolic Church, she realizes the specificity and centrality of her
liturgical tradition, which is the primary source of the spiritual life, in her
ecclesial and social life. As an Eastern Church fully living the Catholic
communion, she is constantly reminded of her special call to bear witness to
the values of the Eastern ecclesial tradition and to the beauty and goodness of
her universal communion.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, from its very beginning has shown
honour and respect (obsequium) and has rendered due obedience to the Roman
Pontiff. In 1932, to mark the reunion of the Malankara Church rooted in the
apostolic tradition of St. Thomas the Apostle, to the Catholic Communion, the
Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios visited Holy Father Pius XI, the then
Pope, to show his reverence to the Supreme Pontiff and to promise obedience.
The Supreme Pontiff received Mar Ivanios investing him with the Palium.
There are various documents to show his and his successors’ visit to the Roman
Pontiff and the report they used to send to the Holy See. They constitute the
most comprehensive assessment of the Church life in India, especially in Kerala,
since the very moment of the re-union.

The meetings with the Pope have always been the highlight of the ad
limina visit. Until 2000 the ad limina visits of the Bishops of the Oriental
Churches in Inida - the Syro-Malankara Catholic Bishops and the Syro-Malabar
Catholic Bishops - were organized together. As the request of the then
Metropoitan Cyril Mar Baselios (later the first Major Archbishop-Catholicos)
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the Holy See decided to organise the
ad limina visits separately for both the Churches. During the ad limina visit of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Bishops on Tuesday, 13 May 2003, Blessed Pope
John Paul II of happy memory lauded the faith and ecclesial life of the Malankara
Catholic Church saying, “You have become one of the fastest growing Catholic
communities in the world, boasting large numbers of vocations to the priesthood
and religious life, and your pusillus grex is home to many educational and
welfare institutions” (L'osservatore Romano No. 21 (1794), 21 May 2003, page
5). It was in the year 2005 that our Church was elevated to the hierarchical
status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church. The ad limina visit of 2011 was the
first visit after this Church fully attained a synodal administration under the
presidency of a Major Archbishop-Catholicos. For the first time, the members
of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church under
the presidency of His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis Catholicos met His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI in 2011 for the ad limina visit and it was truly ecclesial.
was In this respect, the present visit is historic. Pope Benedict X VI, during the
ad limina visit of the Syro-Malankara Bishops in 2011 said - “The apostolic
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traditions which you maintain enjoy their full spiritual fruitfulness when they
are lived in union with the universal Church. In this sense, you rightly follow
the footsteps of the Servant of God Mar Ivanios, who led your predecessors
and their faithful into full communion with the Catholic Church.” The Holy
Father then encouraged the Bishops to foster affection among the priests and
the laity for the liturgical and spiritual heritage that has come down to the
Church, while steadfastly building upon the communion with the See of
Peter. Quoting Verbum Domini n.72 the Pope said - “The proper setting where
a personal and communal journey based on the Word of God can occur and
truly serve as the basis for our spiritual life.

Conclusion

The divine mission entrusted by Christ to the Apostles, is destined to last
until the end of the world (Mt. 28:20). The twelve apostles are appointed and
constituted by Jesus Christ in the form of a college, at the head of which He
placed Peter. In Peter He set up a visible source and foundation of the unity
both of faith and communion. The institution of the ad limina visit is an
instrument of the greatest value, commanding respect, because it is an ancient
custom and has outstanding pastoral importance. Truly, these visits express
the catholicity of the Church and the unity and communion of the College of
Bishops, qualities rooted in the successor of Peter and signified by those holy
places where the Princes of the Apostles underwent martyrdom. This institution,
therefore, is to be favored and promoted in every possible way, especially at
this moment of the history of salvation in which the teachings and magisterium
of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council shine out with ever brighter light.

For the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church it is the visible way in which it
manifests and lives the catholic communion it achieved for the Malankara
Apostolic Church of India through the efforts of the Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanios.

The Present Volume of the MALANKARA

We, the editors, are happy to bring to you the documentations of the ad
limina visit of the Bishops of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church together
with His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos that took place on 24 March 2011. This volume 7, number 1 includes,
as usual, the syondal acts of the Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
convoked from 2 and 3 March 2011.

- Editors

10



SYNODAL ACTS

The Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
2 -3 March 2011
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The Eleventh Holy Episcopal Synod

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE ELEVENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 2 TO 3 MARCH 2011

Venerable Brother Bishops,

It gives me great joy to welcome my brother bishops to this Eleventh
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. We
are gathered here after the celebration of a koinonia, fellowship, with our brother
priests of our Church. It was indeed an experience of the unum presbyterium
of our Church; I mean, the Vaidika Sangamam of our Church which we just
concluded. I urge you to imbibe the priestly koinonia that was so evident in the
gathering and the main ideas that transpired among the priests at the Vaidika
Sangamam. 1 appreciate the cordial atmosphere that prevailed at the Priests’
Meet. I congratulate Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the Chairman
of the Synodal Commission for the Clergy, Rev. Fr. John Thundiath, the
Secretary of the Commission, and Rev. Fr. Sajeev Thekkecharuvil OIC, the
Secretary of the Synodal Commission for the Religious, who had taken the
leadership in organizing the Vaidika Sangamam. I laud His Grace Thomas
Mar Koorilos, the Archbishop of Tiruvalla, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Antony Kakkanattu,
the Syncellus, Rev. Fr. Shaji Vazhayil, the Vicar of St. John’s Cathedral and all
others of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla for hosting the meet and for its systematic
arrangements.

Dear brother bishops, it is an occasion for us to renew again our
commitment in the ministry of our Church. God guides us through his wonderful
ways in his Church. We are at the threshold of recapturing and renewing the
spirit of one of the main missions to our Church, namely, the mission of unity
among the St. Thomas Christians in India and the mission of preaching the
Word of God in India and elsewhere in the world. This is a particular mission
entrusted to us through the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, who was
so much moved by the Spirit of God to take up the command of Jesus to
preach the Good News and that came down to us through the Apostle St.
Thomas. As we celebrate our First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly with the
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theme suviseshakayaya Malankara Suriyani Katholica Sabha (the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, the preacher of the Good News), we are trying to
recapture, relive and rededicate to the mission entrusted to us Christians in
India, to us the Malankarites in India and elsewhere in the world.

I am happy to announce that the preparation for the Assembly is in its
full swing and what else are to be planned further are now included in the
agenda of this Holy Synod.

One of the important topics on our agenda is the proposed ad limina
visit, the pilgrimage to the tombs of Sts. Peter and Paul and the meeting with
the Holy Father, the successor of Peter, to express our ecclesial and hierarchical
communion with him.

Other matters such as the construction of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia which is also known as the Catholicate Centre, organization of its
activities, etc. are also on the agenda. You are also invited to add further
important topics, if any, for common deliberation as the agenda is introduced
for approval.

I wish you a fruitful synodal gathering. May the Holy Spirit guide us!
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus, the Mother of the Church,
intercede for us!

I declare this eleventh ordinary gathering of our Holy Episcopal Synod
open.

& Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(2 -3 March 2011)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked the
Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church at Marygiri Archbishop’s House, Tiruvalla on 2 and 3 March, 2011.

All the members of the Synod - His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary
of the Synod), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar
Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Most
Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos - were present.
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the Chancellor
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes. The Holy Episcopal
Synod (HES) began after the conclusion of the Malankara Katholikka Vaidika
Sangamam -2011 (Malankara Catholic Priests” Meet — 2011) which was held
on 1 and 2 March 2011.

The First Session of the Synod began at 6 p.m. on 2 March 2011. His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos delivered the opening
message of the Holy Episcopal Synod. His Beatitude welcomed all the Bishops
to the Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. His Beatitude delved on the
main ideas that transpired among the priests at the Vaidika Sangamam and
urged the Synod Fathers to imbibe the spirit of priestly koinonia. His Beatitude
expressed his satisfaction at the cordial atmosphere that prevailed at the Priests’
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Meet. His Beatitude specially congratulated Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Clergy, Rev.
Fr. John Thundiyath, the Secretary of the Commission, and Rev. Fr. Sajeev
Thekkecharuvil OIC, the Secretary of the Synodal Commission for the
Religious, who had taken the leadership in organizing this Vaidika Sangamam.
His Beatitude also applauded His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Archbishop
of Tiruvalla, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Antony Kakkanattu, the Syncellus, Rev. Fr. Shaji
Vazhayil, the Vicar of St. John’s Cathedral and all others of the Archieparchy
of Tiruvalla for hosting the meet and its systematic arrangements.

Inviting the members of the HES to a renewed commitment in the ministry
of our Church, His Beatitude declared open the Eleventh Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA
His Beatitude, the President of the HES, presented the agenda of the Synod:

1. Prayer

Inaugural Address by His Beatitude

Report of the Tenth Holy Episcopal Synod

Decisions of the Tenth Holy Episcopal Synod

The Planning and Preparation for the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church Assembly (SMCCA)

Evaluation of the Vaidika Sangamam

Ad Limina Visit

Blessing of the Holy Myron

Matters concerning the bifurcation of the Eparchy of Bathery
10. Catholicate Centre: Construction and service of Rev. Sisters
11. Other relevant matters, if any, with the consent of the President

ARl

O XN

To the proposed agenda were added the following topics:

1. Seminary formation

2. A letter from Archbishop Mar Koorilos

3. The Present Problems of the self-financing colleges in Kerala
4. Matters of the ETRI.

Presentation of Reports

The Report and the Decisions of the Tenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
held from 29 November to 2 December 2010 and its decisions were read out.
Observations of the members and corrections proposed by them were recorded.
The report was passed.
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THE DELIBERATIONS
1. Evaluation of the Vaidika Sangamam (Priests’ Meet)

The HES evaluated that the Priests’ Meet of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church held on 1 & 2 March 2011 was an occasion for the recommitment of
the priests of our Church in their priestly life and ministry. The HES expressed
its contentment on the success of the Meet in which all the Bishops and 415
priests of our Church participated. It was a blessed moment in the history of
our Church. The talks on the “Call and Mission of the Malankara Catholic
Priests” by His Excellency Most Rev. Raphael Thattil, the Auxiliary Bishop of
the Archieparchy of Trichur and on “The New Challenges of Priesthood and
the Expectation of the Laity” by Dr. Alexander Jacob IPS, were enlightening.
The presentation by Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios on the theme “The Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church: the Evangeliser” prepared our priests for the First
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly. The discussion and sharing that
followed helped the members of the Meet to deepen the spirit of the Eparchial
Assembly and the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly that were to be
convoked soon. The HES gave its consent to the general opinion that the Vaidika
Sangamam of the SMCC may be organised at least once in five years under
the leadership of the Synodal Commission for the Clergy. The HES decided
that the expenses of the Meet shall be shared by the Eparchies. The
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla expressed its willingness to share all the expenses
of the accommodation and the rent for the venue of the Meet of this year.

2. The Planning and Preparation for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Assembly (SMCCA)

The HES evaluated the preparation till date by the Core-committee of the
SMCCA. It was proposed that the lineamenta published in English be translated
and published in Malayalam, Tamil and Kannada. It was proposed that Rev.
Fr. Joseph Venmanathu from the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, Rev. Fr.
Darbello Christus from the Eparchy of Marthandom and Rev. Sr. Anila Christy
from the Congregation of the Daughters of Mary, if her service is available,
along with Rev. Fr. John Vaipil, the General Secretary of the Core-committee,
to function as the Central Secretariat of the Assembly. The Secretariat will
function at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

The preparation and the conduct of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Assembly shall be coordinated from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia by the
Curia Bishop under the guidance of His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos. The Core-committee headed by Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios
will give leadership for the theological presentation of the theme of the
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Assembly and its follow-up and executions throughout the preparation and
conduct of the Assembly. It was proposed that various committees shall be
formed to work for the arrangements of accommodation, food, exhibition, etc.
Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios was given the responsibility of conducting an
exhibition for enabling common participation of all and for conveying the
message of the Assembly to the People of God. The following persons, proposed
by the respective Eparchial Bishops were to form a committee for organising
the exhibition:

Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum — Rev. Fr. Johnson Puthuparambil

Archieparchy of Tiruvalla — Rt. Rev. Msgr. Antony Kackanattu
Eparchy of Bathery — Rev. Fr. George Vettikkattu
Eparchy of Marthandom — Rev. Fr. Satheesh

Eparchy of Muvattupuzha — Rev. Fr. Varghese Panthiyirayidathil
Eparchy of Mavelikkara — Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Nediyamala
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta — Rev. Fr. Daniel Narakathinal
Eparchy of Puttur — Rt. Rev. Msgr. George Kalayil
Exarchate of USA — Rev. Fr. Saji Mukkoottumannil
ETRI — Rev. Fr. Varghese Vinayanand OIC

As per the proposals by the Superiors General, the persons from religious
congregations shall be co-opted.

Planning shall be done to achieve the practical goal of making the main
message of the Assembly to reach out to the people of God. The respective
Eparchial Bishop/Exarch/Apostolic Visitor informed the date of the assembly
to be convoked in his Eparchy/Exarchate/Region.

18-19 May  — Eparchy of Bathery

26-28 May  — Eparchy of Mavelikkara
17-18 June  — Eparchy of Pathanamthitta
22-23 June  — Exarchate of USA

1-2 July — Eparchy of Marthandom
4-6 July — Eparchy of Muvattupuzha
7-9 July — Archieparchy of Tiruvalla

22-23July  —Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum
27-28 July  —ETRI
July — Eparchy of Puttur
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His Beatitude volunteered to take up the responsibility of collecting the
fund for the common expenses of the Assembly. The expenses for exihibition,
etc. shall be borne by respective eparchies and religious congregations.

His Excellency Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos took up the initiative to
compose the theme song that conveys the message of the Assembly.

The HES proposed that all our ecclesiastical publications shall have a
special column to inform the People of God about the thrust and areas of
evangelisation and their progress in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

It was decided that the Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod shall be
convoked from 23 to 25 September 2011 to deliberate on the proposals of the
First Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly and to approve the same for
their promulgation.

3. Ad Limina Visit

The Members of the Synod were informed of the time schedule of the ad
limina visit of the Bishops of our Church along with the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos to venerate the tombs of the blessed apostles St. Peter and St. Paul
and to present themselves to the Holy Father. This visit is scheduled from 21
to 28 March 2011. It was also informed that a concelebrated Holy Qurbono is
planned with the Rev. Priests, Religious and Laity at noon on Sunday 20 March.

It was decided that the common needs of our Church shall be submitted in
writing to the Holy Father during the common audience with the Holy Father.
It was also decided to communicate with the Congregation for the Eastern
Churches on the need of a procura of the SMCC in Rome to co-ordinate
relational and canonical matters of our Church with the Holy See and to hold
consultations with the various decasteries of the Roman Curia

4. The Blessing of the Holy Myron

Considering the need of Holy Myron for the administration of the
sacraments, the HES decided to bless the Myron. It is a very important liturgical
celebration in our ecclesial life and it is the first such instance after our Church
was elevated to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church with the rights
and obligations of a Major Archbishop-Catholicos. Considering the present
situation, it was decided that the blessing shall be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Pattom on 9 and10 December 2011. The blessing liturgy will begin at 3 p.m.
on 9 December. The services of the second day will begin at 7 am. Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Koorilos, the President of the Synodal Commission for Liturgy,
was asked to do all the preparations for the blessing of the Holy Myron.

20



Report

5. The Construction of the Catholicate Centre

The HES evaluated the progress of the construction of the Catholicate
Centre. It was decided that the Centre can be blessed on 21 September 2011
together with the 81* Reunion Day celebrations and on the day of the
commencement of the First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly. It was also agreed
upon that the Eparchies shall hand over the balance of the amount to be
contributed to the construction fund before 30 April 2011. The Eparchies that
were erected after 2007 also agreed to contribute Rupees 3 lakhs each to this
fund.

6. The Service of Rev. Sisters in the Catholicate Centre

The HES evaluated and appreciated the service of the Rev. Sisters appointed
in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia and the Catholicate Centre and decided to
continue it. The HES decided that the term of service of the sisters appointed
at the Centre shall be five years and that they shall all be from the same
congregation. The Rev. Sisters from Bethany and Daughters of Mary shall be
appointed for service for a term of five years. This decision shall be applied
forthwith and shall begin with the turn of the Bethany Sisters if the Superior
General so agrees.

7. Malankara Major Seminary

The HES evaluated the priestly formation in the Malankara Major
Seminary. It entrusted His Excellency Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, the
Chairman of the Seminary Commission, to find out the professors and spiritual
fathers for the next academic year.

8. The Contribution to the Ranchi Medical College

The HES deliberated on the request of the CBCI to contribute financially
to the proposed Medical College at Ranchi. It was decided that each Eparchy
may send its contribution to the Ranchi Medical College according each one’s
financial situation.

9. Extraterritorial Regions in India

His Excellency Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas informed the HES the
need of taking a loan from bank to manage the financial transactions of the
Extraterritorial Regions in India. The HES gave consent to this proposal.

Most Rev. Mar Barnabas also evaluated the service of the priests working
in ETRI. Since some are recalled to their respective Eparchies, he requested
the service of Priests from Eparchies to various centres of the ETRI. The
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Eparchial Bishops assured Mar Barnabas their co-operation in this regard.

The HES discussed the practical implications of the Synodal decision of
authorising Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, the Bishop of Marthandom to
provide pastoral care to the Tamil-speaking Malankarites residing outside the
territory of the Eparchy of Marthandom, in collaboration with Most Rev. Jacob
Mar Barnabas, the Apostolic Visitor to the ETRI. Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos
was entrusted with the responsibility, according to decision of the Tenth
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod, to form a personal parish for the Tamil-
speaking Malankarites in Chennai in accord with our Church’s present canonical
status there. Accordingly, the foundation stone for the parish for the Tamil-
speaking Malankarites was blessed on the occasion of laying the foundation
stone for the construction of the new church for the Chennai-Pady parish on
27 February 2011. In the present canonical status this parish will be part of the
ETRI. Gradually when a new canonical provision is made for this region, this
parish will be incorporated into the new provision.

CONCLUSION

The concluding session of the Holy Episcopal Synod began at 11 a.m. on
3 March 2011. In his concluding message, His Beatitude conveyed gratitude
to all Bishops who participated in this HES. In the context of the convocation
of the HES at Marygiri Archbishop’s House, Tiruvalla, His Beatitude thanked
all the officials and assistants of the Archbishop’s House. His Beatitude exhorted
the members of the Synod to make dynamic, with the greater co-operation of
the people of God, the evangelisation activities of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. With the wish that the forthcoming Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Assembly will be an occasion to make progress in the evangelisation ministry
of our Church, His Beatitude declared the Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal
Synod closed.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos led the noon prayers
and imparted the apostolic blessing.

¥ Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(2 - 3 March 2011)

DECISIONS

The Eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod that was convoked from 2 to 3
March 2011 took the following decisions.

1.

On Vaidika Sangamam (Priests’ Meet)
The Synodal Commission for the Clergy will organize the Vaidika

Sangamam of the SMCC at least once in five years.

2.

On the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly (SMCCA)

a. The lineamenta of the first SMCCA published in English shall be translated

b.

and published in Malayalam, Tamil and Kannada.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Venmanathu from the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
Rev. Fr. Darbello Christus from the Eparchy of Marthandom and Rev. Sr.
Anila Christy from the Congregation of the Daughters of Mary, if her service
is available, along with Rev. Fr. John Vaipil, the General Secretary of the
Core-committee, shall function as the Central Secretariat of the Assembly.
The Secretariat will function at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

. The preparation and the conduct of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Assembly shall be coordinated from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia by the
Curia Bishop under the guidance of His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos.

. The Core-committee headed by Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios will give

leadership for the theological presentation of the theme of the Assembly
and its follow-up and executions throughout the preparation and conduct of
the Assembly.
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e. Various committees shall be formed to work for the arrangements of
accommodation, food, exhibition, etc. Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios was
given the responsibility of conducting an exhibition for enabling common
participation of all and for conveying the message of the Assembly to the
People of God.

f. His Excellency Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos shall compose the theme-
song that conveys the message of the Assembly.

3. On the Convocation of the Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

The Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod shall be convoked from 23
to 25 September 2011 to deliberate on the proposals of the First Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church Assembly and to approve the same for their promulgation.

4. On Ad Limina Visit
a. The common needs of our Church shall be submitted in writing to the Holy
Father during the common audience with the Holy Father.

b. The need of a procura of the SMCC in Rome to co-ordinate relational and
canonical matters of our Church with the Holy See and to hold consultations
with the various dicasteries of the Roman Curia shall be discussed with the
Congregation for the Eastern Churches.

5. On the Blessing of the Holy Myron

a. The blessing of the Holy Myron shall be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom
on 9 and 10 December 2011. The blessing liturgy will begin at 3p.m. on 9
December. The services of the second day will begin at 7 a.m.

b. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the chairman of the Synodal Commission
for Liturgy, will do all the preparations for the blessing of the Holy Myron.
6. On the Construction of the Catholicate Centre

a. The Catholicate Centre shall be blessed on 21 September 2011 together
with the 81* Reunion Day celebrations and on the day of the commencement
of the First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.

b. The eparchies shall hand over the balance of the amount to be contributed to
the construction fund before 30 April 2011. The eparchies that were erected
after 2007 shall contribute Rupees 3 lakhs each to this fund.

7. On the Service of Rev. Sisters in the Catholicate Centre

The term of service of the sisters appointed at the Centre shall be five
years and that they shall all be from the same congregation. The Rev. Sisters
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from Bethany and Daughters of Mary shall be appointed for service. This
decision shall be applied forthwith and shall begin with the turn of the Bethany
Sisters if the Superior General agrees to it.

8. The Contribution to the Ranchi Catholic Medical College

Each Eparchy may send its contribution to the Ranchi Medical College
according to each one’s financial situation.

9. Extra Territorial Regions in India

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas be granted permission to take a loan from
the bank to manage the financial transactions of the Extra Territorial Regions
in India.

¥ Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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Valedictory Message

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE ELEVENTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

HELD FROM MARCH 2-3, 2011

Venerable Synod Fathers,

As we conclude this eleventh Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our
Church, I am happy to thank you all for your active participation in the Synod.
The Synod is a celebration of our Episcopal fellowship. This Synod was
preceded by the celebration of the fellowship of our priests. They and we are
gifted with the priesthood of Christ and we together as servants of the Word of
God and the Bread of life, strengthen the Mystical Body of Christ, His Church.
May the spirit of koinonia and solidarity that we experienced at the Vaidika
Sangamam endure in our ecclesial life!

Iurge all of you to make dynamic, with the greater collaboration of the
People of God, the evangelization activities of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. I wish that the forthcoming Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly
will be an occasion to make progress in the evangelization ministry of our
Church. The celebration of the Major Archiepsicopal Assembly, in which all
our Bishops together with representatives of the Clergy, Religious and Laity
participate, should become for us a springtime of the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit over our Church, on every individual of the People of God of our Church
and on every ministry and apostolate of our Church. It is an occasion for our
priests and the members of the Laity to be taken into the mainstream of our
Church. It is also a canonical ecclesial forum in which the People of God are
heard and consulted. It is a forum for them to ensure their participation in the
life and mission of our Church. As an ecclesia, they are called together, as “the
Apostles and the elders met together to consider matters” (Acts 15:6) that
affect the Church and need to be resolved. Itis an Assembly set ‘to be a light
for the Gentiles and to bring salvation to the ends of the earth’ (Acts 13:47).

It is an age of “New Evangelisation”. The Major Archiepiscopal
Assembly will be a herald to take up our role in the ‘new evangelisation’ of the
evangelized so as to ‘rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; from its
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ruins to rebuild it and to set it up again’ as well as ‘to bring the Word of God to
all the peoples who seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles over whom the name
of the Lord has been called’. (Acts 15:16-17).

The proposed blessing and dedication of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
together with the Reunion Day celebrations followed by the convocation of
the First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly will be a milestone in the history of
our Church, especially in the realm of the expression of the mission of the
Church 1n its administration.

As the Synod is convoked here in Marygiri Archbishop’s House,
Tiruvalla, I thank all the officials and assistants of this House for their valuable
service.

The coming days are very important in our spiritual and ecclesial life.
The season of the nombu, the great Lenten season, invites us to deepen our
participation in the mystery of salvation, the suffering, death and resurrection
of our Lord. It is a time of renewal and rededication. May the Lord who
redeemed us through his precious blood cleanse us from our sins and sanctify
us. May the pierced heart of Jesus, from which the Church came forth, be
protected by the same Lord! I wish you all a blessed celebration of the Paschal
Mystery! May God bless us all!

I declare this Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

& Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
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ADDRESS OF HIS BEATITUDE MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS,
THE MAJOR ARCHBISHOP-CATHOLIOS
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
TO THE MOST HOLY FATHER POPE BENEDICT XVI
DURING THE AD LIMINA VISIT ON 24 MARCH 2011

Most Holy Father!

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Church considers
this to be one of the happiest and proudest moments in her hitherto history, as
the Holy Episcopal Synod of this Church, ever since the Synod came into
existence, is able to be with the Vicar of Christ on Earth, the Supreme Pontiff
of the Universal Church. On behalf of all our priests, religious and the Faithful,
this Holy Episcopal Synod extends our fondest greetings and sentiments of
filial affection and allegiance to Your Holiness.

At the very outset, in the name of the whole Syro-Malankara Catholics
I raise my heart to God in deep felt gratitude for the most precious gift of Your
Holiness to the Church and to the world, for your spiritual leadership to the
Church and for your moral leadership to the world, which is extremely crucial
both for the Church and for the world today.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church remains ever grateful to Your
Holiness for the most generous patronage and constant support extended to us
in our attempt to safeguard and live our precious Apostolic tradition, to bear
Christian witness through our commitment to the Gospel values, to grow in
our service of ‘Diakonia’ to the world and to flourish in Catholic communion.
As an apostolic Church, founded by St. Thomas the Apostle and fully living
the Catholic communion under the most inspiring leadership of Your Holiness,
we are privileged to experience all the ecclesial and spiritual goodness of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church sui iuris. 1 take this opportunity to express our
deepest indebtedness to the Holy See for vesting this ancient and apostolic
ecclesial community with the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church within
the Catholic communion. We sincerely appreciate all the support that Your
Holiness and the Holy See provide us in living faithfully this special ecclesial
vocation that we have in the Church and in the world.

We are humbly aware of the various dimensions of our ecclesial identity
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that we are called to live and witness to. As an oriental Apostolic Church, we
realize the specificity and centrality of our liturgical tradition in our ecclesial
and social life. This tradition is the primary source of our spiritual life. Hence
the importance of safeguarding it in its integrity and living it faithfully. As an
Eastern Church fully living the Catholic communion, we are constantly
reminded of our special call to bear witness to the values of our Eastern ecclesial
tradition and to the beauty and goodness of our universal communion. This
invites us to be in continuous and constructive dialogue with our Eastern
Christian brothers and sisters who have not yet been privileged to experience
the grace of this communion. Thus ecumenism is one of our major ecclesial
concerns. At this juncture, we would like to express our deep appreciation for
the Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum coetibus. This Apostolic Constitution
clearly manifested the profundity of the ecclesial vision of Your Holiness and
the sincerity with which Your Holiness strive for Church unity. This came as a
reaffirmation of and encouragement to our own attempts at Church unity for
the last eight decades.

The socio-religious background in which we are called to fulfill our
ecclesial and Christian mission is also very important. We are constantly
exposed to, challenged and enriched by a multi-religious, multi- cultural context.
The ancient cultures and religions amidst which we live have many things to
enrich our own faith and spirituality. So also, there are elements in these cultures
and religions which need to be made whole with the healing touch of the Gospels
and the values of our specific ecclesial tradition. Therefore presenting the beauty
of the Gospel message to these our brothers and sisters with the experiential
richness of our personal ecclesial tradition is an equally important concern for
us. Hence we are impelled to be in constant dialogue with the various religions
and cultures around us. This makes it necessary that our missionary possibilities
are not limited by any geographical boundaries in India. The Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, from its very inception has always been deeply conscious of
its missionary vocation, thanks to the inspiring example given by the Servant
of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios in his commitment to the mission Ad Gentes.
As the whole Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is preparing seriously these
days in prayer, study and reflection for the first ever Assembly of the Church
to be held in September, we have happily chosen the topic ‘The Missionary
Malankara Catholic Church’ as the special theme of the Assembly.

The dynamic growth of our Church has brought us beyond the
boundaries of the Indian subcontinent. Today our ecclesial presence is very
vibrant in the continents of America, Europe, Africa and also in the Gulf
countries. This poses to us new ecclesial and missionary challenges. In the
diverse, over-secularized and fast-changing cultures and value-systems that
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we are surrounded by in these regions, we as a Church are called to bear witness
to the perennial values of the Gospels and of our ecclesial tradition. We are
called to instill in these cultures a fundamental God-orientedness, to uphold
the sanctity of the family, etc. - values that are very specific to the culture that
we have inherited.

As abelieving community gathered and sustained by the love of Christ,
we are deeply aware of our special mission to our brothers and sisters who are
less privileged than we are, who are the sad victims of poverty, violence,
solitude, discrimination, etc.. The challenge of Christian charity impels us to
be positively sensitive to them and to do all that is within our resources to
allow them to live in the dignity of the Children of God.

In this context, the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Church humbly requests Your Holiness to take
personal care in solving the issue of All India Jurisdiction for the Oriental
Catholic Churches in India. It would bring in a new atmosphere of proper
Catholic communion in the entire nation and enhance the work of evangelization
in the sub-continent. Our Holy Episcopal Synod also requests Your Holiness
to visit our mother country India. It will be greatly appreciated by all those
who seek God in our country.

We are deeply grateful to Your Holiness for all the support and blessings
that Your Holiness so generously grant us in order to fulfill our Apostolates.
Let me conclude with the earnest prayer of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
that the Lord may continue to bless Your Holiness with good health and all His
special graces so that Your Holiness may continue to exercise this most
important mission for the good of the Church and of the people all over the
world. May the ministry of Your Holiness continue to be a powerful means to
ensure the world peace and unity and to strengthen the faith of the people. The
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church humbly implores Your Holiness’ paternal
blessings and valuable prayers. We thank Your Holiness sincerely for this
gracious audience and we express our unfailing loyalty and fidelity to Your
Holiness.

Humbly Yours in Our Lord,

& Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Church
Vatican
25 March, 2011
Feast of the Annunciation
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Address of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
during the Ad Limina Visit
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Bishops
on March 25, 2011

Deen Grothwer Dishops,

1 weleome sl of you here lodoy on the occosion of your
pilerimuage ad Lindan Apostelgrian, 1 thank His Beatitude Baaelios
Cleemis [or Lhe devoted sentimenrs which he has addressed to me
in your name. Thromgh vou, T extennd gresdngs o all the prieacs,
religious and lay faithful af your epavchies, and [ wish o assure
thern of my prayera for their apirtual aod marerisl well-being,
Thia timec thgether 18 A privileped ocvasion Lo despen e bonds of
fraternity end communion belween the 3ec of Poter and the Syma-
Mulankera Church, heppily promwoted to bajor Archicpiaconpal
Chowreh by the Vengrable John Paul i 20045,

The pposlolic ltedidonys which ¥ maintain cnjoy their tull
gpiritnal fruitalness when they are lived in union with the Church
urmiversal, 1o this sense, vou righitly Tollow in the foatsccpa of the
Servanl of God Mar [vanios, who led your predecessora and their
faithful into fizll communion with the Catholic Church.  Liles your
forefathers, you ton are called, within the one howsshold of God, Lo
continue it firm fdelivy 10 thal which has hoen passed down oo
wonr, Al Catholic Rishops share a proper concern for faithiulness
to JTesus Christ and are desivous of that unity which he willed For
his disciples {cf, fm 17:11), whilc prescrding their lepitdmete
diversity, So il is that *the Catholic Church wishes the trudiions
of each particular Church or mite to remuwin whole and cntire, and
she lkewise wishes to adept ber own way of life to the varnus
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needs of time and place” (Onentalium Feclesiarum, 2).  Each
generation must confront the challenges to the Church in
accordance with its capacities and in harmony with the rest of the

& Mystical Body of Christ. | encourage you, therefore, to foster an
affection among your priests and people for the liturgical and
spiritual heritage that has come down to you, while steadfastly
building upon vour communion with the See of Peter,

The deposit of faith handed down from the Apostles and
faithfully transmitted to our times is a precious gift from the Lord.
It is that message of salvation which has been revealed in the
person of Jesus whose Spirit unites believers of every time and
place, giving us fellowship with the Father and with his Son so
that our joy may be complete [cf. 7 Jm 1:1-4). You and vour
priests are called to promote this fellowship through word and
sacrament, and to strengthen it by a sound catechesis, so that the
Word of Life, Jesus Christ, and the gift of divine life - communion
with him - may be known throughout the world (cf. Verbum
Domini, 2). Due to its ancient roots and distinguished history,
Christianity in India has long made its proper contribution to
culture and society, and to its religious and spiritual expressions.
It is through a determination to live the Gospel, “the power of God
for salvation to every one who has faith® (Rom 1:16), that those
whom you serve will make a more effective contribution to the
entire body of Christ and to Indian society, to the benefit of all
May your people continue to flourish by the preaching of God's

word ardd by e promotion of a followship based on the love of
Cood.

I note the peordcular challenges to many of wour parishes in
providing proper pastoral care and mulosl supporl, eapecially
when there is nol olways a pacish pricat ar hand. And vet, smuller
parishes, bearng in mind the secial realily Christians face in the
broader cultaral context, present their cwn epporlinddes for tnly
fraternal upbuilding and wseistance, Small Christian commuonities
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have often, as you know, given outstanding witness in the history
of the Church. Just as in apostolic times, the Church in our age
will surely thrive in the presence of the living Christ, who has
promised to be with us always [cf. Mt 28:20) and to sustain us (cf,
I Cor 1:8). It is this divine presence which must remain at the
centre of vour people’s life, faith and witness, and which you their
Pastors are called to watch over so that, even if they must live far
from their community, they will not live far from Christ. Indeed, it
is important to remember that Christian communities are “the
proper setting where a personal and communal journey based oni
the word of God can occur and truly serve as the basis for our
spiritual life" | Verbum Domind 72).

Omne of the ways in which you exercise your role as teachers
of the faith to the Christian community is through the catechetical
gnd faith formation programmes taking place under your
direction. Since *instruction should be based on holy scripture,

tradition, bturgy, and on the teaching authority and life of the
Chareh™ (Chnistny Demings, 14), [am pleased to note the variely
and number of programmes that youl curmently employ. Along with
the celebrution of the sacraments, such programmes will help
ensure that those in vour care will alweys be able o give an
account. of the hope which is Lheirs in Christ. Tudeed, catecheals
and  spiritnal develapment are among the most important
challenges which paators of suuls face, and a0 T warmly encourage
you to porsevers along the path yon have chosen a8 you seck to
form your peaple in a deeper knowledge and lowe of the [with, aided
hy God's grace and by your hnmble trast in bis providence,

With these thoughts, 1 renew my sentimenls of fratecnal
atfection and esteem for voul.  Invoking the intercessaion of Saint
Thomes the Apostle, India's great patvon, T assure vou of my
prayers and willingly impart te you and to those entrusted to vour
cure my Apostolic Blessing ar a pledge of gruce and pewce in the
Lord JJesus Chriat,

Mrom the Vatican, *5 March 2011

‘JLHWI.:.L. I'u';.,
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Address of His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri,
Prefect of the Congregationfor the Oriental Churches
during the Ad Limina Visit
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Bishops on 22 March 2011

Your Beatitude, Your Excellencies,

It is a joy and an honour for me to receive you at this congregation on the
occasion of your Ad Limina visit to the Holy See. I wish to acknowledge; too,
that this is the first Ad Limina visit of the Malankara hierarchy since the
elevation of your church to Major Archiepiscopal status on February 10, 2005.
Your presence is a symbol of a growth and development which are so striking
and so significant that the universal Church responds to you with gratitude,
with respect, and with admiration. Thank you, likewise for your willingness to
continually collaborate with this congregation in its effort to uphold and
safeguard the Eastern heritage. Your loyalty and love for the Holy See are self-
evident. And they are a witness which serves to inspire and edify those of our
every ecclesial tradition.

Permit me also to pay tribute to Your Beatitude, Baselios Cleemis
Thottunkal on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of Your sacerdotal ordination.
When the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, greeted Your Beatitude on May
28, 2007, he portrayed your leadership role in terms of the constant need to
renew our commitment to evangelization. Motivated by Your Beatitude’s
guidance, we are able to advance further toward the goal of “striving to build
peace, in justice and solidarity and for the betterment of “the whole human
family.” The Syro-Malankara Church certainly embodies an inherent wisdom;
worthy of being fostered and reinforced. Along with your Beatitude, I am pleased
to convey the cordial greetings of this Dicastery to other Bishops who cerebrate
their Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee during the current year: Archbishop Thomas
Mar Koorilos, Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas and Bishop Thomas Mar Eusebius.

On November 20, 2000, when the Servant of God, Pope John Paul II,
addressed the pilgrims of the Syro-Malankara Church accompanied by
Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios, the Pontiff commended your Church’s
“apostolic fervour, pastoral energy and many vocations.” And he described the

55



Documentation

Malankara identity as being one which represents the breadth of “Christian
vitality.” The term ‘vitality’ suggests that your Church is characterized by a
powerful force for transmitting spiritual life. The Syro-Malankara Church is,
without doubt, a light by which to illumine all nations and peoples. As with the
nature of light in the physical world, ‘vitality’ can be perceived according to a
range of bands or spectra. Viewed together, they attest to a remarkable ecclesial
richness and uniqueness. I would include among those ‘bands’ which support
vitality, four features:

A. The history of the Syro-Malankara Church reflects for us the courage
to take risk and initiative

The Reunion Movement under the brave leadership of Archbishop
Geevarghese Mar lvanios, reminds us that the profession of Faith made by
him and his associates in 1930 was based upon profound conviction. Unity
with the Holy See was not construed as a mere enhancement of the “ancient
and venerable traditions of the Malankara Church,” but as being their natural
and authentic fullfilment, and as a means to preserve their Eastern heritage.

B. The Malankara Church has consistently been regarded as a leader in
ecumenical dialogue and outreach

The spirit of Archbishop Mar Ivanios was continued and fostered by the
1955 installation of the Most Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios as Metropolitan
Archbishop of Trivandrum and head of the Syro-Malankara hierarchy.
Immediately thereafter, largely due to his pastoral style, significant numbers
of people from other non-Catholic Malankara Churches reunited with the
Catholic Church. The consequence was the rapid spread of the Syro-Malankara
Church throughout India.

The overall experience is that the Malankara Church has acquired a realistic
and sensitive understanding of the struggles of non-Catholics in approaching
Catholicism’ When, however, they look to the Malankara Church, the
expectation is that the “trials and difficulties” which they “face” will find a
warm and honest welcome. As Pope Benedict XVI advised in his Message to
the Joint Commission on Catholic-Orthodox Dialogue (January 28, 2011), it
is imperative that “all Christians work together in mutual acceptance and trust
in order to serve the cause of peace and justice.” Your Syro-Malankara Church
provides a model for how this ideal may be concretely accomplished.

C. The Malankara Church affirms that its purpose is primarily to sanctify

Your Church is to be commended for devoting extensive energy and
resources to promoting the example of heroic lives for veneration and imitation
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by the faithful. The well-acclaimed canonization process of Mar Ivanios comes
to mind. On July 14, 2007, he was declared to be “Servant of God.” The title
of “Servant” is intrinsic to your Malankara patrimony. We observe its priority
in the vast and exceptional charitable apostolates of your every Eparchy, of
your many institutions and movements, and of your outstanding Religious
orders. I recall, for instance, how the late Cyril Mar Baselios, elected head of
the Malankara church on November 6, 1995, soon became renowned for his
lifestyle of simplicity, humility and charity towards the destitute.

D. The Missionary and Pastoral Role of the Syro-Malankara Church

Your Episcopal Synod has implemented several provisions and
administrative arrangements in the recent time. These manifest the precision
and thoroughness of the Synod in the governance. And these correspond to the
actual pastoral necessity. That same rationale, to facilitate the sense of
‘belonging’ for Malankara believers, was the dominant factor on July 14,2010,
in creating an Exarchate for the United States, and in assuring that there would
be an Apostolic Visitor for Canada and Europe.

In terms of governance and administration, your Malankara Synod discerns
prayerfully and acts with transparency.

Let us ponder how the forthcoming XIII Worldwide Synod of Bishops
will consider “New Evangelization.” The theme speaks to the alienation and
indifference of many lay Catholics who lapse in the practice of their faith due
to such social pressures as increased secularization and the opposition often
stemming from the realm of science and technology. The Synod focuses on the
fact that the salvation of each individual is of decisive importance. Each believer
must be heard and esteemed. I believe that this is the operative vision underlying
your Particular Law’s stages of preparation and submission to this Congregation.
The thrust combines the regulation of ecclesial life and ministry with the aim
of giving substance to those bonds of communion which are intended to
transform the heart and soul of each baptized.

The pastoral care of the Malankara faithful outside the proper territory is
your grave concern. It is no less the concern of this congregation. But any step
taken must be attentive to complex dynamics of the issue as well as to the
input from the diverse ecclesial Congregation seeks that these voices shall be
articulated, discussed and evaluated.

Dear Brothers, again I thank you for your visit to the Holy See and to you
ever be sustained by the Lord’s Spirit and assisted by the intercession of Our
Blessed Mother, Queen of Heaven and Earth, Queen of the Malankara Church.
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Documentation

Press Release

Diversity of Services of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is
Commendable - Pope Benedict XVI

Vatican City: Pope Benedict XVI praised the variety of services of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. Pope addressed the Holy Episcopal Synod Fathers
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church who conduct Ad Limina visit under
the leadership of Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos. The Pope exhorted
that the Church should toil timely with more vigour in the spiritual and ecclesial
training and formation of the faithful through the diversity of services. Pope
said in his message that this visit would help to deepen the warm relationship
between the See of St. Peter and Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. His Holiness
admired the leadership and living witness in and outside India under the
leadership of Baselios Cleemis Catholicos.

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos addressed His Holiness Pope
Benedict XVI on behalf of the Holy Episcopal Synod. Archbishop Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Koorilos, Bishop Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most
Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev.
Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar
Paulos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Eausebius, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas,
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios, and Most
Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos visited His Holiness along with His Beatitude.
Bishops personally visited the Pope and discussed various subjects of their
own Eparchy in connection with Ad Limina visit. The Bishops visited various
congregations such as Vatican State Secretariat, Congregation for the Oriental
Churches, Congregation for the Causes of Saints, for Seminary and educational
Institutions for Ecumenism, Pontifical Council for Inter religious dialogue,
‘Cor Unnum’ the Pontifical Foundation for Charitable activities, and ‘Apostolic
Segnatura’ which controls the activities of Church Tribunals under the
leadership of His Beatitude and discussed ecclesial and canonical subjects.

An international Seminar based on the subject “New Evangelization
and the Syro Malankara Catholic Church” was conducted at the St. Thomas
Aquinas University of Rome. Archbishop Cyril Vasil, Secretary of the
Congregation for Oriental Churches inaugurated the Seminar. His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Major Archbishop Catholicos delivered the
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benedictory address. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Curia Bishop of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia presented the subject. Representatives from various
countries participated in the seminar.

A special prayer was conducted at the tomb of St. Peter in the St. Peter’s
Basilca and all the Bishops and the priests in Rome concelebrated the Holy
Qurbono with His Beatitude at the tomb of Pope John Paul II. Besides the
Bishops visited the tomb of St. Paul in St. Paul’s Basilica, St. John’s Basilica,
St. Mary’s Basilica, and offered special prayer. The Syro-Malankara Catholic
Community is made a pilgrimage to Assisi along with the Bishops at the end
of the visit.
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On the First SMCC Assembly

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepiscopoi,
Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No. CPL 1/2011

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal, consubstantial

First Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Rt. Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans, Reverend
Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

In the great providence of God, we observe the 6™ anniversary of the
elevation of our Syro-Malankara Catholic Church to the status of a Major
Archiepiscopal Church and the Catholicos Day, on Sunday 6 February 2011.
Let us thank God for showering the blessings on our Church which originated
from the Apostolic tradition of our Lord’s beloved disciple St. Thomas. I wish
the blessings of this day to all the faithful of the Church.

On this occasion, I inform you with joy, the decision of the Holy Episcopal
Synod of our Church to convoke the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Assembly, to rethink and rededicate the mission and vision of our ecclesial
life in the Holy Spirit.

Lord Jesus Christ, who was sent to the earth by God the Father, is the
evangelist of love and salvation. “God did not send the son in to the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him”
(John 3:17). This salvific mission, that is entrusted to the Son by God the
Father, has to be sustained on the earth. The Apostles chosen “to be with him,
and to be sent out to proclaim the message” (Mk 3:14) Jesus gave “All authority
in heaven and on earth” (Mt 28:18) and sent them to the boundary of the world.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
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everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always,
to the end of the age” (Mt 28:19, 20). Jesus who promised His and the Holy
Spirit’s incessant presence and power, said, ““You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in
all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth”( Acts 1: 8).

The Church by nature as an evangelist was “built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets” with Lord Jesus Christ himself as the corner stone.
This Church “grows in to a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built
together spiritually in to a dwelling place for God”’(Eph 2: 21, 22). The Church
is not only the abode of the Lord but also His mystical body itself: “Now you
are the body of Christ and individually members of it”’(1Cor 12: 27). The
mystical body of Christ is “a chosen race, a royal priesthood and a holy nation”
(1 Peter 2:9). Hence the Universal Church is seen to be "a people brought into
unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit" (LG 4).

Malankara Church which originated from the proclamation of the Gospel
of St. Thomas the Apostle, regained the Universal ecclesial communion and
implement the mission of the Church in the soil of India, rooted in the vigour
of the Universal Church. The Malankara Catholic Church acquired and
formulated its own ecclesiastical heritage by harmonising the Indian culture
and its Divine fervor with the oriental ecclesial manifestations, such as liturgy,
theology, spirituality and discipline. The great tradition of this Church is the
active participation of the faithful in all areas of the ecclesial life. Each person
according to his/her state of life participates in the building up of the Church.
This participation is effectively actualised through palliyogam and other
representative assemblies that function rooted in the Word of God and
sacramental life.

Since the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was elevated to the status of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church in the communion of Universal Church, we can
convoke a Major Archiepiscopal Assembly according to the Oriental Canon
Law. This common Church Assembly “deals with matters of major importance
especially in order to harmonize the forms and methods of the apostolate as
well as ecclesiastical discipline, adapting them to the current circumstances of
the time and to the common good of the respective Church” (canon 140). This
Assembly can be convoked once in five years. This Assembly is called the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly.

I, hereby, inform the People of God of our Church that this Church
Assembly will be convoked from 21-23 September 2011 according to the
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decision of the 10™ Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church convoked
from 29 November — 2 December 2010.

The procedure of the Church Assembly will be based on the topic
‘Suvishekayaya Malankara Sabha’ (Malankara Church - the Evangelist). The
Church is an evangeliser by its nature. Father of our Church Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios reminds us that the Malankara Church has to go far
forward in the proclamation of the Word of God. “The Malankara Christian
Community, which esteems to have been founded by St. Thomas and takes
pride in its traditions for the past twenty centuries, has not done hitherto anything
worthwhile with regard to the chief objective of its establishment. This is to be
considered as a serious crime. It is a fact to be admitted that the lamp lit as
directed by the Savior Jesus Christ in the year 52 A.D., still remains just like
that without shedding light or giving energy to the surrounding places remaining
in the shade of darkness (Girideepom Page 55). The Eparchy of Marthandom,
the southern region of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, and mission
churches of our various Eparchies are the testimony that the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church i1s formed as a missionary Church through the Reunion
Movement initiated by the Servant of God. By offering gratitude to God for
this immense grace, may our First Ecclesial Assembly be an occasion for
rededication to strengthen the unique mission of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, such as the activities for the unity of Churches and evangelization
process.

The First Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly will be convoked
from 6 p.m., 21 September to 4 p.m., 23 September 2011, after the Reunion
Day celebrations of the year 2011 at the Catholicate Centre, the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia of our Church. Afterwards the Twelfth Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod will be convoked and will discuss the recommendation of
the Assembly and give the common guidelines. A central Committee will be
functioning for the conduct of the Assembly with His Excellency Most Rev.
Abraham Mar Julios as Chairman, His Excellencies Most Rev. Vincent Mar
Paulos, Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos as Vice-Chairmen, and Rev. Dr.
John Vaipil as General Secretary.

The message and spirit of the theme and the participation in the Assembly
have to reach the faithful. The theme shall be discussed and practical suggestions
have to be formulated on various levels such as our families, parishes,
presbyteral districts, religious congregations, and eparchies. I, hereby inform
everybody the directions of the Holy Episcopal Synod that the Eparchial Bishops
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shall convoke the Eparchial Assembly according to the canons before 15 August
2011 in order that the Church Assembly should become effective. The Central
Committee constituted by the Holy Episcopal Synod shall visit all Eparchies
and give guidelines to conduct Eparchial Assembly according to the main
theme of the Church Assembly.

I will inform you later the details regarding the common suggestions in
conducting the Church Assembly, list of the ex-officio members, list of the
representatives to be elected, structure of the assembly, management,
participation, and discipline in the meeting.

All the children of our Church should pray for the divine intervention and
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit over the Church and Assembly from today to
the end of the Assembly. The prayer that is given along with this should be
prayed after the evening prayer in all our families and after the Holy Qurbono
in our parishes, ashrams, and convents.

Catholicos Flag should be hoisted in all our parishes, mission centers and
institutions and the oath on the Catholicos Day should be taken as usual.
Sthothrakazhcha of the Holy Qurbono on this day will be handed over to the
Eparchial Bishop through the Eparchial Curia.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our Father
and Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
¥ Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
02.02.2011
Catholicate centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings
to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepicopoi,

Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No CPL 2/2011

Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

The 58th Feast of Commemoration
of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

We observe the Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanios from 1 to 15 July. As the Universal Catholic Church is preparing
for New Evangelization, by reflecting, praying and studying, the relevance of
the commemoration of the feast of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios,
who embraced the path of Evangelization decades ago, is increased.

The ardent desire for the unity of the Churches is the important factor that
which led Mar Ivanios to the formation of the Reunion Movement. He realized
that the division among the Churches is a counter witness for Evangelization.
The present Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, is an outcome of the tireless
hard works of Mar Ivanios. He was filled with the apostolic authority and zeal
of St. Paul and he wholeheartedly obeyed the commandment of Jesus Christ,
“Go in to all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation”
(Mk16:15), and thus he handed over the light of Evangelization to the children
of India.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church along with the Universal Church,
with the aim to kindle the zeal of mission among the people of the Church, is
preparing for the First Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly by studying
deeply the subject Suvisheshkayaya Malankara Suriyani Catholica Sabha
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(Syro-Malankara Catholic Church-the Evangelist). The repeated exhortations
of Pope Paul VI and Blessed Pope John Paul II about the indispensability of
New Evangelization, created a great enthusiasm in the Church. The Church
understands the New Evangelization not as the proclamation of a new Gospel.
On the contrary it means a renewal of the means, ways and commitment
according to the needs of the time. The New Evangelization is the main object
of deliberation of the Universal Catholic Bishops Synod from 7 to 28 October
2012.

Mar Ivanios realized that the zeal of mission of the Malankara Church has
diminished and in Kerala the Church is in need of a new vision and insight for
its apostolic works. He realized that only in union with the Universal Church,
Malankara Church can engage in missionary activities with a new vigour and
spirit and this realization inspired him for the work of Reunion Movement.
Mar Ivanios understood decades ago that a new alertness and zeal to proclaim
the Word of God to the people of India in accordance with the time is an urgent
need of the Church. Therefore, he abandoned everything he had and set out for
the new mission. His descent from Mundanmala in order to surrender himself
to Christ became the beginning of a New Evangelization. He had the conviction
that the apostolic mission of the Church is not limited to the pastoral care of
those who have become Christians by receiving the Gospel, but also it includes
the re-evangelization of those who lost the faith and also spreading the light
among the people who are yet to receive the light of the Gospel (missio ad
gentis). He was well aware that only if we form a generation of youth who is
well educated and culturally well organized, the evangelization becomes
effective and fruitful. Therefore, he paid a very close attention in the field of
education. He knew that there were many people in the southern part of Kerala
who could not receive the light of the Word, and he started zealous missionary
work in southern region of Kerala with the help of priests from other Catholic
Churches.

I am very happy to inform you that the Cause of Canonization of the
Servant of God Mar Ivanios is making a remarkable progress. Historical
Commission and Eparchial Enquiry Committee are constituted and their works
are progressing well according to the norms of Canon Law.

Many people visit the Tomb of Mar Ivanios everyday seeking his blessings
and intercession. As you know there is evening prayer and Dhoopaprarthana
conducted at the tomb every day.

This year we observe the Feast of Commemoration from 1-15 July. Prayers
are being offered continuously by small groups at the Tomb. Evening prayer
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and Holy Qurbono are also arranged every day at the Tomb. Imploring the
intercession of Mar Ivanios padayatras will begin from Kurisumala in
Perunadu, Kannyakumari and from various places on 10 July under the
leadership of our youth movement (MCYM). I urge all of you to participate in
the padayatra which is conducted devotedly with meditation and prayer. The
padayatrees will reach the tomb at 6.00 pm on Thursday, 14 July. Thereafter,
there is Evening Prayer and Dhoopaprarthana at 6.15 p.m. On 15 July at 8.30
a.m. we have Morning Prayer and solemn Holy Qurbono, followed by
Dhoopaprarthana and Nercha. There will be facilities to conduct prayers at
the tomb at any time for individuals, families, and communities. And also
arrangements are made for celebrating Holy Qurbono at the tomb of Mar
Ivanios, and to receive the blessings by offering nercha kazhcha. There will be
opportunities for Holy Confession every day.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our Father
and Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
27.06.2011
Catholicate centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.:This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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The Syro - Malankara Catholic Church

The Message of Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission
for the Laity, on the Laity Day 2011

Rev. Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord!

One more Lenten season of prayer and sacrifice is over by holding us
close to the Paschal mystery of Christ. We are preparing to lead a better life in
the present time by receiving strength from the sufferings of our Lord and in
hope of the resurrection.

We, the Mar Thoma Christians are fortunate to become a part of the Holy
Church in the first century itself through St. Thomas who experienced the
Risen Lord through the proclamation of ‘My Lord and my God”(John: 20,28).
But when the wounds of disunity and disruption blew violently in the Kerala
Church, Mar Ivanios embraced the Universal Church that marked the beginning
of a new history in the Church in Kerala. Mar Ivanios who started his journey
with one Layman and other three people from nothingness, can be proud that
we are raised to the status of sui juris Church.

An individual Church is a symbol of dedication to common responsibility.
It is a reality that the People of God including Bishops, Religious and Priests
altogether are built up as a body. The Second Vatican Council reminded us that
Christ redeemed this Church with his blood (Acts 20:28). He filled this Church
with his spirit and nourished with all means for the visible and social unity.
God brought together and established a church with the community which
considers Christ as redeemer and centre of origin for unity and peace. The aim
is that she will be a visible sacrament for each and everyone (LG 9).This view
of the Universal Church is actualised in the existence of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church shines forth as a visible
Sacrament that pervades all parts of the world irrespective of caste and religion.
The People of our Church entrusted the responsibility to give such a face to
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Christians are those who are brought
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together through baptism in Christ and established as People of God. For this
reason, Christian Faithful are called to fulfill in the world that which is entrusted
to the Church by God according to their life situation, by participating in their
own way in Christ’s priestly, kingly and prophetic duties (CCEO can7§1)

It is essential to execute the above mentioned mission when we are
preparing for the Church Assembly after the elevation of our Church to the
status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church. A great possibility is opened in front
of the Laity, when we reconsider the apostolic activities based on the theme
“Suvishehakayaya Malankara Sabha. There is no doubt that we can introduce
the Church, especially, Malankara Church to the world from the experience to
testimony. “Go in to all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole
creation”’(Mk 16:10). ““You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
up on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria
and to the ends of the earth”(Acts 1:8). Holy Bible gives great invitation for
apostolic activities.

It is the time for us who received Holy Spirit through holy Sacraments, to
become witness. Each lay faithful pay attention to the possibility of how to re-
evangelize the Malankara church, how to make more relevant of the Reunion
Movement through our relationship with the sister Churches, and how to
become a gospel among the other religion as a living witness.

The Mystical Body of Christ exists in the People of God who are bought
by His own blood. Hence Laity has a substantial position in the Church. “You
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness
in to his marvelous light”(1Peter 2: 9-10). The laity participates in the apostolic
activities of the Church as the People of God. Being in the world, the Laity has
along with the common mission to sanctify all by proclaiming the Word of
God, to fulfill and sanctify the material sphere around us with the spirit of the
Gospel. In short, they shall ferment the world with the blaze of Christ’s spirit.

By standing close to Christ the head, laity has to execute the apostolic
mission through the virtues such as faith, hope, and love. Laity can sanctify
humanity through the proclamation of the Word of God along with ordering
the material things to lead them to God through Christ. For this, obvious and
organized apostolic activities are essential. There are certain regions in the
world where the Church has no freedom to work. Individuals’ apostolic activities
are essential there. We should be able to give birth to a new faith community
through life testimony as leavened dough of the world. Together with it we
have to attend the social aspect of the apostolate since man is a social being.
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Laity should pay attention to fulfill the apostolic activities in communion with
the hierarchy of the Church and recognize the new age movements opposed to
the traditions and faith of the Church.

Kerala faces the the democratic election. Our Laity together shall foster
local leadership based on value awareness, faithfulness, moral fervor, faith in
God and readiness to serve the country. We try to foster a strong leadership
among our Laity in the coming years.

Malankara Catholic Association is a dais for the Laity to come together
and to find practical ways to fulfill their obligation of evangelization and
missionary activities of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. In the year of
Assembly our Laity in each locality made great contribution in the growth of
the Church. MCA members of each Eparchy should find out the leaders among
the Laity who from the beginning of our Church toiled for it and keep their
history for the future generation.

We celebrate Laity day on the feast day of St. Joseph, the patron of workers.
We should be enthusiastic to transmit to the world the nobility of labour. We
should disseminate justice and faithfulness in the labour sector. Moreover our
families should become symbol of prayer and love like the Holy family of
Nazareth. This year we celebrate the Laity day in our Church on 8 May Sunday.
This year on the Laity day we should pay attention to create a deep knowledge
among the MCA members on the lineamenta Suviseshakayaya Malankara
Sabha (Malankara Church - the Evangelist). Rev. Parish Priests should pay
attention to establish MCA units in all the parishes. The existing units should
grow in to the spirit of the Church. All the parishes observe the MCA day,
renew the membership and add new members to the MCA. Under the auspices
of MCA, try to strengthen and train the Laity and formulate action plan. It is
the obligation of each Lay man to strengthen the activities of the MCA. Rev.
Fathers are to send to the Sthothrakazhcha on 8 May to the Procurators of
Eparchies.

His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Bishop of
Puttur, served as the Chairman of Synodal Commission for the Laity in the
past years. He was able to carry out the mission he was given with responsibility.
He was diligent in organizing and empowering the Laity and in inspiring them
to grow up in faith. I remember with gratitude the activities of His Excellency.
Along with him I remember with gratitude the Lay people who lead MCA in
the past and Rev. Priests and religious for their guidance.

May there be a group of Laity with who can witnesses with experience in
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all our parishes. The environment around us point out the need that the Laity
should wake up and act. Moral problems such as drinking intoxicating liquor,
use of drugs, corruption in the public life, injustice, means of controlling
population, abortion, over domination of science over faith, atheism,
materialism, catastrophe like earthquake and tsunami are creating obstacles in
front of us. In these circumnstances, But our Laity should able to live giving
noblest Christian witness. May our Laity serve Christ and the Church in various
sectors with the awareness of responsibilities!

May God bless us
sd/-
Amalaeiri + Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
matagiri Chairman, Synodal Commission for the Laity
Easter 2011

Bishop of the Eparchy of Mavelikara
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Syro-Malankara_Catholic Church

Vocation Day
CL SC 2/2011
Circular Letter
of Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios
Chairman for the Synodal Commission for Vocation
published on the occasion of the Vocation Day of 2011

Universal Church observes 15 May 2011, Sunday, as the Vocation Day.
The Holy Father has instructed how to encourage vocations by the Local
Churches (Proposing Vocations as the Local Churches). Regarding the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, it is needless to say that the Vocation Prayer Day
is closely related to the topic Suvisheshakayaya Malankara Sabha (Malankara
Church - the Evangelist) selected for the First Church Assembly .

Many incidents are recorded in the Old Testament how God called, set
apart, strengthened and sent people for His service. The lives of Moses, Joshua,
Elijah, and Jeremiah are transformed and how they are stories which tell us
how they became tongues which speak for God, how their hand work for God
and how their legs run for him.

When we speak about the vocations in the New Testament a few important
facts are as follows:

1. The criterion of God calling somebody is only that Jesus likes him.

The knowledge, beauty, ability, wealth, and family status of the person do
not become its criteria. ““You did not choose me but I chose you” (Jn 15:16).
The prime cause of vocation is the mercy of God that converts the human
unworthiness to worthiness and the wisdom of God that transforms weakness
to strength.

“It depends not on human will or exertion, but on God who shows mercy”
(Rom 9:16). If God likes a person, he calls him and makes him as his own.
That is why we read in Jeremiah's prophesy, “I will give you shepherds after
my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding” (Jer
3:15).
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2. Vocation is a gift: It is the result of prayer.

In the morning Jesus called his disciples near him and chose twelve of
them after spending the night in prayer (LK 6112-13). Our Lord himself ordered:
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers in to his harvest” (Mt 9: 38).

3. Vocations originate from the need of the Kingdom of God.

Moses’ calling was in a circumnstance there was no one to liberate the
people of Israel from the slavery and adversity and to give them leadership.When
Jesus saw the crowd, he felt compassion since they were sheep without
shepherd. Comparing the the world to an agricultural field Jesus said, “Look
around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting” (Jn 4:35). If the ripe
and matured grain is not harvested at the right time, it will be ruined. In order
to avoid the ruin we need urgently the service of many laborers.

4. Jesus calls people to follow him and form them lovingly

The good qualities of people who are designated to be fishers of men for
the kingdom of God are to know Jesus, love him, sacrifice everything for the
love and die. “Unless a grain of wheat falls in to the earth and dies, it remains
just a single grain, but if it dies, it bears much fruit”’(Jn 12: 24). They, with
Jesus, are to be baptized in the baptism of suffering and drink the cup of death
(Mk 10: 38).

5. Vocation and today’s challenge

In the society where we live there are powers and influences which work
against the vocations to priesthood and religious life. Commercial culture
teaches the youngsters to live for themselves and consider the service for others
as an economic loss. To reduce the number of children and destroy the female
embryos are very common. In foreign countries lack of personnel is made out
in the field of services such as teacher, nurse, police, and fire force. The lifelong
relations are considered as bonds. This is not only in the vocation of the priests
and religious but statistics show that the number of people who wish to enter a
married life is also coming down. Today we are trying to encourage and pray
for vocation on this cultural background.

We should try to create a counter culture in the Church when media
consciously try to disgrace priesthood and religious life. Only a priest can
substitute Jesus in this world to pronounce the Sacramental words and call
upon the Holy Spirit. Hence St. Ephrem who lived in the 4™ century sang,
“Mother don’t feel offence to me; you could give birth to Jesus only once and
carry him in your hands. But how many times a priest gives birth to Jesus
(sacramental) and carry him in hands? So a priest is luckier than you in
priesthood."
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6. Obligation to encourage vocation in the Local Church

Pope John Paul II wrote a letter to families when Family Year was observed
in 1994. The Pope asked the parents in this way: "Dear parents. give one of
your children to me. Boy or girl. do you know why do I ask for a child? To
proclaim God’s love across the world through them. So the son / daughter

whom you give me will become a great blessing to your families." (A Letter to
the Families).

In today’s noisy society the voice of Jesus and the Church is not heard;
and even if we hear, we disregard it. We are obliged to say this repeatedly to
individuals and families with courage and without despair .

It is the obligation of the whole Christian community to promote vocations
consciously. The Holy Father specially emphasized the role of priests who
give leadership to the Christian communities. Whenever you get a chance, you
should talk and pray about this matter in the Faith formation, Malankara Catholic
Children’s League, the group of the Altar-servers and Malankara Catholic Youth
Movement. Encourage youngsters who wish to become priests, religious and
missionaries.

The presence of religious is necessary in the field of service of the Church.
We need the knowledge and consent of the parish priest to recruit the vocations.
We have to receive the permission of the Eparchial Bishop in advance to join
as a candidate in an Eparchy and Religious Congregations which belong to
another Church sui juris.

The priests, who are happy of and thankful about their own vocations, will
try to encourage priestly and religious vocations. Regarding a priest, youngsters
are attracted by the offering of the Holy Qurbono with faith and piety, personal
prayer life and his pastoral life fully dedicated for the sheep. More over
encourage with care the children who serve in the sanctuary and bring them up
under the protection of priesthood.

Let us pray for vocation not only on Sunday, 15 May but also continue to
do so according to the Lord’s wish. In this matter the prayer of the parents
especially of the mothers is valuable before God. Let us pray for priests and
religious who lead a dedicated life in our Church. Let us respect and encourage
them. That is also fostering vocation indirectly.

I dedicate all vocations to the motherly protection of Holy Mother of God.

Sd/
Muvattupuzha “Abraham Mar Julios
05.05.2011 Chairman, Synodal Commission for Vocation
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