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Editorial

THE FIRST SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH ASSEMBLY

Introduction

The notion of assembly has significance for any one attempting to
understand the Church. The word ‘assembly’ comes from the Greek word
ekklesia and in the New Testament it is often translated as ‘church’ or
‘congregation’. The secular meaning of the word refers to an assembly of
citizens gathered for the purpose of making a decision. The Latin term conventus
used by the Codex Canonum Ecclesiarum Orientalium (CCEQO) is translated
differently. It is translated as ‘assembly’ and ‘convocation’. The CCEO
introduces ‘assemblies’ as a new organ to assist in the governance of an eparchy
or a sui iuris Church. It speaks of the different levels of assemblies, namely,
the patriarchal, Major Archiepiscopal, Metropolitan and Eparchial. As the
patriarchal assembly assists the Patriarch and the Synod of Bishops (CCEO
cc. 140-145), the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly helps the Major Archbishop
and the Synod of Bishops. Likewise, the metropolitan assembly assists the
Metropolitan and the Council of Hierarchs (CCEO c.172). Even though the
heads and titles of these Churches sui iuris vary, all these assemblies are carried
out according to the laws on the patriarchal assembly and according to their
own statutes. The eparchial assembly assists the Eparchial Bishop and it
concerns the needs and well-being of the eparchy (CCEO cc. 235-242).

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church is the gathering of the representatives of the cross-section of the same
Church. For the first time in the history of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
her faithful, as a symbol of their unity and representing the clergy, religious
and laity spread all over the world, gathered around the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, father and head of the Syro-Malankara Church, as a canonical
consultative body, the Syro-Malanakara Catholic Assembly. The final gathering
was pinnacle of a two years of intense preparation centered on the theme
Suvisheshakayaya Malankara Suriyani Katholikka Sabha — Malanakra Catholic
Church, the Evangeliser. First of all, the theme of the Assembly was discussed
in the parish level, moved towards the district level and then to the
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Archieparchial / Eparchial / Exarchial / Extra-territorial Regions of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church level. In the light of the discussions and expression
of views of the members at different levels of assemblies, the Major
Archiepiscopal Assembly was convoked.

1. The Biblical Aspect of the Assembly

In the Septuagint the Hebrew word Qahal is used to translate the term
assembly, which means a summons to an assembly and the act of the assembling.
In New Testament, especially in the letters of St. Paul, the word assembly is
used in various ways. He used the word to signify the Christians gathered in a
house (Phlm v. 2), for Christians assembled for worship (1 Cor 11:28) or to
designate a number of house churches in one city (1 Thess 1:1). He refers to
Congregations of God in Christ (1 Thess 2:14) or the Church of Christ (Gal
1:22) to indicate the people gathered by God in and through Christ.

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly strives to comprehend the model
of the Apostolic Church of one heart and one soul in fidelity to its own apostolic
origins. Itis realized through the spirit of prayer and reflection and proclaiming
and celebrating the great things God has done to the Church and through the
Church. Through joint sharing of ideas, experiences and spiritual gifts it seeks
more rapid ecclesial incorporation and association among the various members
and organs of the Church for the building up of the Body of Christ to its fullness
(Eph 4:12, 13). All believers within a Church must be involved in the work of
the ministry. The Archiepiscopal Assembly strives after the renewal of the
Church and closer fellowship with one another (1 John 1:3) for a growth that
is from God (Col 2: 19).

2. The Historical Aspect of the Assembly

According to the Church historians, the palliyogam seems to owe its
origin to the ancient assembly prevalent among the Dravidians. In the early
centuries, the Dravidians used to gather together to discuss matters of common
interest and take a decision there. Likewise, Palliyogams acted in the form of
democracy and self-government. The members of the Palliyogam enjoyed
perfect equality and it was an effective means to maintain communion and
solidarity in the community.

Mar Thoma Christians developed an administrative system which was a
harmonious mixing of the local traditions with that of the individual Christianity.
In the life of Mar Thoma Christians the Palliyogams played a very significant
role. Palli means community and yogam means assembly or general body. A
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yogam consists of the representatives of the families and clergyman of the
local church community. They used to assemble together in the church under
the leadership of the eldest priest, discuss and decide on issues pertaining to
the parish community. Still wider levels of the community assemblies were
the Desiyayogam and the Sabhayogam. The Desiyayogam was used to be held
whenever there was a grave matter affecting all the parishes of the region. A
Sabhayogam would be convoked in order to deliberate on topics critical to the
well being of the whole community. It was composed of the Metropolitan of
All-India, other Bishops in Malabar, the Archdeacon and representatives of
both the clergy and laity from all the parishes. This was something unique
among the Mar Thoma Christians in India.

Unfortunately, in the course of time the Sabhayogam and the
Desiyayogam practically disappeared from the Catholic section of the Mar
Thoma Christians. Only at the parish level, it continued to function slightly
and most of the resolutions of the yogam had to be presented to the Bishop for
his approbation. On the other hand among the non-Catholic Churches of the
Mar Thoma Christians the system of the yogam became better consolidated
with the laity acquiring the decisive power in many areas of Church life.

3. The Canonical Aspects of the Assembly

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly is a get-together of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church around the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, symbol
of its unity and representative of all clergy, priest, nuns and laity. It integrates
the spirit and dynamism of the ancient ecclesial institutions of the Mar Thoma
Christians called Sabhayogam . It is convoked according to the Code of Canons
of the Eastern Churches and the Statutes approved by the Synod of Bishops of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The Assembly acts always in communion
with and submission with the Synod of Bishops and Major Archbishop-
Catholicos.

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly is a consultative body of the entire
Church over which the Major Archbishop-Catholicos presides and which assists
the Catholicos and the Synod of Bishops, “in dealing with matters of major
importance for the Church especially to harmonize the various kinds of
apostolate and their methods as well as ecclesiastical discipline to the ever
changing situations of the times, taking into account the common good of the
respective churches as well as the common good of the entire territory where
several Churches sui iuris coexist” (CCEO c. 140). Even though this assembly
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is consultative by nature, from a canonical point of view, it enjoys an official
character. The competent authority has to give it proper attention and
consideration, and extend to its resolutions the canonical form they deserve.
For the entire Church, it may become a source of growth and renewal, and
outline for her the path of future.

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly shall be convoked at least every
five years and whenever the Major Archbishop with the consent of the
permanent Synod or the Synod of Bishops considers it useful (CCEO c. 141).
The Major Archbishop is to convoke and preside over the assembly and also
to transfer, prorogue, suspend and dissolve it. He is to appoint a vice-president
to preside over the assembly in his absence (CCEO c. 142 §1). If the Patriarchal
see or Major Archieparchial see becomes vacant, the Patriarchal or Major
Archiepiscopal assembly is suspended by the law itself. The new Patriarch or
Major Archbishop is to make a decision as to whether the Patriarchal or Major
Archiepiscopal assembly is to be re-convoked or dissolved. (CCEO c.142 §2).

CCEO c. 143 determines who all are to be convoked to the Patriarchal
or Major Archiepiscopal Assembly. The following members are to be called to
participate in the Patriarchal or Major Archiepiscopal Assembly: 1) Eparchial
Bishops and other Local hierarchs, 2) Titular Bishops of the Patriarchal or
Major Archiepiscopal Churches, 3) Presidents of Monastic Confederations,
Superiors General of institutes of Consecrated Life, Superiors of sui iuris
Monasteries, 4) Rectors of Catholic Universities and Deans of Faculties of
Theology and Canon Law inside the boundaries of Patriarchal or Major
Archiepiscopal Churches, 5) Rectors of Major Seminaries, 6) Representatives
from each Eparchy and Exarchy to be represented by at least one presbyter
ascribed in the same Eparchy or Exarchy, one member of a religious institute
or amember of a society of the common life according to the manner of religious
with the consent of the Superior and two lay persons. The Statutes of the
Patriarchal or Major Archiepiscopal Assembly can determine a greater number
of lay persons (CCEO c. 143 §1).

All persons who have the right to be convoked to the Patriarchal or Major
Archiepiscopal Assembly also have the obligation to participate in it. Otherwise
they are obliged to inform the Patriarch or Major Archbishop with an
explanation of why they are impeded. However, the Eparchial Bishops or
Exarchs can send a proxy to the sessions (CCEO c. 143§2). Persons of other
Churches sui iuris and some observers from other Churches or non-Catholic
communities can be invited to the Patriarchal or Major Archiepiscopal Assembly
(CCEO c. 143 §§3, 4).
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Any member of the Christian faithful has the right to propose topics to
the hierarchs, but only the Patriarch or Major Archbishop or the Synod of
Bishops of the Patriarchal or Major Archiepiscopal Churches have the right to
determine the agenda to be treated in the Patriarchal or Major Archiepiscopal
Assembly (CCEO c. 144 §1). The Patriarch or Major Archbishop should see
that appropriate commissions and consultations to be held in all parts of the
Church and all the questions are properly studied and sent to the members of
the assembly at an opportune time (CCEO c. 144 §2). The statutes of the
Patriarchal or Major Archiepiscopal Assembly are to be approved by the Synod
of Bishops, which should contain the necessary norms for attaining the purpose
of the assembly (CCEO c. 145).

CCEO cc. 235-242 speaks of the Eparchial Assembly. It is an assembly
of representatives of the clergy, religious and the laity who assists the Eparchial
Bishop in those things, which regard the special needs of the Eparchy (CCEO
c. 235). It is a consultative organ and convened as often as the circumstances
warrant (CCEO c. 236). The Eparchial Bishop alone has the right to convene,
preside, transfer, postpone, suspend or dissolve the Eparchial Assembly (CCEO
c. 237). CCEO c. 238 enlisted those who are entitled to be summoned to the
Assembly. Proxies cannot be sent (CCEO c. 239). CCEO cc. 240-241 speaks
about the preparation of the agenda and the procedure of the assembly and is
approved solely by the Eparchial Bishop. He is the one who communicates
the laws, declarations and decrees of the Eparchial Assembly to the higher
authority (CCEO c. 242).

4. The Ecclesiology of the Assembly

We should not stop at the canonical aspect of the Council, but rather at
its ecclesial aspect. This is indeed the first time where the Malankara family is
brought together. The Children of the Syro-Malankara in the Major
Archiepiscopal territory as well as in the exarchate and in the extra territorial
regions will head toward the Major Archiepiscopal Residence in Trivandrum,
bearing in their hearts and minds their noble heritage with great expectations.
They meet around their Major Archbishop-Catholicos, the father and head of
the Church, symbol and protector of their unity. They share prayer, reflection
and discussion about their own affairs, looking with confidence and hope into
the future, confirmed by their faith in the Lord Jesus, and bound in unity to
their Apostle St. Thomas, and the Servant of God Mar Ivanios, who were loyal
to their Lord and His mission.
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Being grateful to be a member of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
the Assembly invites all faithful to be aware of the responsibility of our mission
in this world. As Blessed Pope John Paul II said in his encyclical, “Gospel of
Life”, “The Gospel of life is at the heart of the Jesus” message. Lovingly received
day after day by the Church, it is to be preached with dauntless fidelity as good
news to the people of every age and culture”. We are all called upon to be
sensitive to the current human predicament. At this moment of history, the
faith we profess and proclaim challenges us to respond to the need of the time,
to protect and foster all kinds of life forms as responsible children of God. Our
deep-felt roots and firmly established traditions will protect us from getting
lost and deliver us from anxiety towards the future.

5. The First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church

The First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church was held at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia in Trivandrum from 21 to
23 September 2011 on the theme “Suvisheshakayaya Malankara Suriyani
Katholikka sabha — Malanakra Catholic Church, the Evangeliser”. It means
“bringing the good news of Jesus into every human situation and seeking to
convert individuals and society by the divine power of the Gospel itself” (EN
n. 18). This theme was discussed at the parish level, District level and the
Eparchial level, then assemblies of the various religious congregations under
the jurisdiction of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and finally to the
Ecclesial level. As a canonical and representative body, the Major
Archiepiscopal Assembly had 175 members from different parts of the world.
The experts selected the key Bible verse of Isaiah 6:8 “Lord, here I am! Send
me”! A prayer for the success of the assembly was prepared in vernacular
languages and distributed to all Eparchies, Exarchate and all Religious
Congregations. A poster was also distributed as a promotional material to be
presented in all parishes, religious houses and institutions.

The Lineamenta of the assembly was prepared with the help of the
committee of experts. The theme of the Assembly was discussed and prayed
over by all the sections of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, that is,
Eparchies, Exarchy, Extra-territorial Regions, Major Seminary, and Generalate
Houses of Institutes of Consecrated life. They were submitted for discussion
in small groups and inviting responses from each centre. Based on the responses
to the lineamenta another committee of experts was formed to prepare the
working paper (Instrumentum Laboris) of the assembly. They submitted the

10



The first SMCC Assembly

first draft in Malayalam to the Holy Episcopal Synod for approval. The Synod
Fathers suggested translating the draft into English as a basic text, which was
asked to be translated also into Tamil, Hindi and Kannada. Then it was sent to
all the members together with the invitation to the assembly. The purpose of
this Instrumentum Laboris was to consolidate the work of the experts and to
formulate the Five Year Action Plan.

The primary purpose of the Assembly was to renew the spirit of
evangelization and to raise the motivation of the evangelizers of the SMCC.
The mission awareness should percolate through all the layers of Ecclesial
life, parishes, men and women religious, educational institutions, MCCL,
MCYM, MCA, Mathruvedi, Pithruvedi and all the other pious associations.
Reflections on the motto of the Assembly, “From Experience to Testimony,”
led us to make resolution and helped to formulate a five year action plan. The
ecclesial assembly addressed the need of individual reunions and the urgency
to preach the Gospel to the Non-Christians. The role of Assembly was essentially
pastoral, and they had to see to the common good of the Catholic Church in a
particular territory, irrespective of which Church sui iuris they belong to.

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly made an attempt:

1) todiscover the heritage of evangelization and reunion attempts of
the SMCC

11) to renew the ecclesiastical life;

iii) to confirm and strengthen the unity of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church within the territorium proprium and in the extra-territorial
regions.

Jesus said: "But you will recieve power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). The Assembly follows a similar approach
of proclaiming the Word of God in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church for
her own renewal (Jerusalem) and then to the entire Malankara Church and
other Chrisitan denominations (Samaria) and to reach out to the ends of the
earth (to all non-believers). It means renewing the life of the existing members
of the Church and then to 'leaven' the alienated brethren to bring them to the
full unity of the Church and finally to take up the original divine mission
entrusted to every Christians through the Sacrament of Baptism.

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly was a forum for discussion and
expression of views for the members regarding matters of major importance
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for the Church and its mission. The father and head of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, gave the inaugural
address and His Excellency Abraham Mar Julios, Chairman for the Episcopal
Commission for the conduct of the Assembly introduced the working paper to
the participants. Through common sessions and group discussions, the assembly
arrived at the common resolutions passed and recommendation to the Holy
Episcopal Synod.

Conclusion

The Major Archiepiscopal and Eparchial Assemblies were the first
experience of the faithful of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Both of
them aimed to harmonize the various apostolate of the Church and to renew
the life of the faithful in each Eparchy. The Assemblies gave a chance to the
faithful to evaluate the various aspects of the life of the Church. The awareness
is generated through the word of God and rekindled with the Spirit of God. It
is an awareness of being an apostolic Church with a special mandate in the
Universal Church.

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly in general emanated a strong feeling
that the Church is one and its oneness is to be preserved in spite of the differences
that exist in the Church. It helped to build up a mood of co-operation and
understanding among the members. The Assembly described various fields
where the Church can actively and effectively engage in the pastoral ministry.

The Assembly confirms the blessed hope in the hearts of all Syro-
Malankara Catholics. It was a journey which was part of that journey of ecclesial
renewal, practiced by our Church throughout the centuries. Every renewal has
its rules, means and motives, but the journey will not stop going forward. The
Major Archiepiscopal Assembly was meant for the internal renewal of the
Church and her relationship with the present world. In other words, it was also
fostering the unity ad intra and ad extra. In fact the Assembly set clear the
understanding of the Church as the people of God, the role of the laity within
her, her relationship with other Christian communities and religions, her mission
in the world and her position with regard to today’s problems.

- Editors
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The Opening Message

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWELFTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 23 TO 25 SEPTEMBER 2011

Venerable Brother Bishops,

With profound joy and gratitude to God, I welcome my brother bishops
to this Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod which begins soon after the
conclusion of the First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly. I am thankful to God
that the first Church Assembly was a success. I congratulate the members of
the various committees which worked for the success of the Assembly.
Moreover, we thank God for the divine providence we experienced during the
construction and the blessing of the Catholicate Centre. It was an expression
of the unity and the goodness of our Church that our eparchies and
extraterritorial regions, religious congregations wholeheartedly participated
in the construction. [ remember with gratitude all our benefactors both in India
and abroad who have generously contributed to the construction.

Dear brother Bishops, as you know, in this Holy Episcopal Synod
convoked immediately after the Assembly, the main agenda is the study and
approval of the premeyam and proposals of the Assembly. [ invite your attention
to the planning and execution of the evangelization ministry of our Church.
Jesus told the apostles: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to
every creature” (Mark 16:15). Beginning on Pentecost, the apostles did just
that, and the work of evangelization continues to this day. Our Church has a
special call for evangelization which is a necessity laid up on every member of
the Church as St. Paul says, “If I proclaim the Gospel this gives me no ground
for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim
the gospel”(1 Cor 9: 16). The Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios who
dreamt about winning India for Christ, lamenting on the laxity of the Syrian
Malankara Orthodox Church in its basic duty of evangelization wrote in
Girideepam, “The Malankara Syrian Community, which takes pride of its
foundation by Apostle Thomas and of the antiquity of about twenty centuries,
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has not done anything of its duties of evangelization and it has to be considered
a grave omission... So now we have to work with renewed energy to make up
for our failures of the past.” I feel that the Syro-Malankara Church Assembly
has imbibed the spirit of evangelization and the call of the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios to undertake our responsibility of spreading the Word
of God. Evangelization is intimately related to the Church. Pope Paul VI in his
encyclical Evangelii Nuntiandi reminds us, “Evangelization is for no one an
individual and isolated act, it is one that is deeply an ecclesial act” (EN 60).

We have to reflect on the premeyam of the Assembly and establish, as
early as possible, a Suvisesha Sangam as per the mind of the Assembly. It will
enable the spiritual renewal of the Church, an essential aspect of Evangelization.
We have to deliberate on the possibilities of evangelization activities of our
Church - ad intra and ad extra.

I also invite your attention to the blessing of the Holy Myron. Since we
need proper spiritual preparation, the date of the blessing may have to be
postponed. Further, an important subject which requires our consideration is
the formation of our seminarians. We must also devote some time to the present
faith formation or catechetical activities of our Church. The Code of Particular
Canons our Church is being finalized to be promulgated. Other matters such
as the Liturgy and the activities of MCYM are also on the agenda.

Dear Bishops, I urge you to keep up the spirit of the Assembly for the
faith life and spiritual renewal of the Church until the next Syro-Malankara
Church Assembly. Let us devote our time towards that end during this Synod.

I invoke God’s blessings up on all of us so that we have a fruitful
Synodal gathering. May the Holy Spirit guide us! May the Blessed Virgin Mary
intercede for us!

I declare this Holy Episcopal Synod open.

& Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(23 — 25 September 2011)

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos convoked the
Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
at Aloysius Maria Benziger Hall, Thirusannidhi, Major Archbishop’s House,
Pattom, Trivandrum from 23 to 25 September 2011. The Holy Episcopal Synod
(HES) began after the conclusion of the First Major Archiepiscopal Assembly
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, which was held at the Catholicate
Centre, from 21 to 23 September 2011.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos (President of
the Synod), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most
Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom,
Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Most Rev.
Abraham Mar Julios, Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Eusebios, Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Anthonios OIC, Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios and Most Rev. Philipos Mar
Stephanos — were present. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Bishop
Emeritus of Tiruvalla was absent due to his ill-health.

Most Rev.Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Curia Bishop and the
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, recorded the minutes.

The First Session of the Synod began at 6 p.m. on 23 September 2011.
His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos delivered the opening
message of the Holy Episcopal Synod. His Beatitude welcomed all the Bishops
to the Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod. His Beatitude shared with the
Synod Fathers the divine providence that we had experienced during the
construction and the blessing of the Catholicate Center, the headquarters of
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our Church. His Beatitude expressed the gratitude of our Church to all our
benefactors both in India and abroad who have generously contributed to the
construction. It was an expression of the unity and the goodness of our Church
that our eparchies and extraterritorial regions wholeheartedly participated in
the construction. His Beatitude congratulated the members of various
committees which worked for the success of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church Assembly. His Beatitude opined that the First Major Archiepiscopal
Assembly was a grand success. His Beatitude brought to the attention of the
members of the Synod that since the HES in session is convoked immediately
after the Assembly, the main agenda of this HES is the study and approval of
the premeyam and proposals of the Assembly. Exhorting the Synod Fathers to
march forward in unity in the evangelization activities of our Church, His
Beatitude declared the Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church open.

His Beatitude proposed that the Report and the Decisions of the Eleventh
Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod held from 2-3 March 2011 would be presented
in the next HES and the Synod Fathers accepted the proposal.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA

His Beatitude, the President of the HES, presented the following
proposed agenda of the Synod:
1. Prayer
2. Inaugural Address by His Beatitude

3. The Approval of the Proposal (Premeyam) of the First Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church Assembly

Meeting with the Professors of the Malankara Major Seminary
The Extraterritorial Regions in India

MCYM

Eparchy of Puttur

The Code of Conduct of the Rev. Priests

Liturgy

10. MCA

11. The Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church

12.  Other relevant matters, if any, with the consent of President

A i A

The Synod Fathers accepted the proposed agenda.
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THE DELIBERATIONS

1. The Approval of the Proposals (Premeyam) of the First Syro-Malankra
Catholic Church Assembly

The HES took up for discussion and approval of the premeyam of the
First Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly, the main topic in the agenda.
It was evaluated that the First Assembly was helpful to generate a comprehensive
reformation and renewal of our ecclesial life. The participation of Bishops,
priests, religious and lay faithful was active, creative and disciplined. This
Assembly was an experience of receiving more grace of the Holy Spirit for the
life and mission of the Church.

It was evaluated that the Premeyam presented in the Assembly was
inspiring and comprehensive. It was proposed that the historical apostolic
tradition, the foundation of our missionary activities, shall be highlighted in
the introduction. It was observed that the parish level evangelization activity
shall be added along with those at the individual and family levels.

The HES approved, in principle, the premeyam. The HES requested
His Beatitude the Catholicos to publish the premeyam of the Assembly as the
official teaching of the Head of the Church to the entire Church.

It was decided to establish, as early as possible, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Suvisesha Sangam and to commission it during the season of the
Great Lent. It was decided to expand the Synodal Commission for
Evangelization adding two bishops as Vice-Chairmen. The names of His
Excellency Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios and His Excellency Most Rev.
Vincent Mar Paulos were proposed. It was decided to add one representative
from each religious congregation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
Besides them, Rev. Priests and Lay Faithful from all Eparchies, Exarchate and
Extraterritorial Regions could be members of the Suvisesha Sangam. It was
decided to appoint a priest as a full-time executive-secretary who will reside
in the Catholicate Centre, in addition to Rev. Sr. Namitha SIC, the present
Secretary of the Synodal Commission. It is the responsibility of the Central
Team to codify a bylaw for the activities of the Suvisesha Sangam. The draft of
the bylaw shall be sent to the members of the HES in October 2011 and by
accepting the observations and proposals of the bishops the draft shall be
finalised. It was decided that the official formation and empowerment of the
members shall be held on 10 March, 2012, after the blessing of the Holy Myron.

On the discussion exploring the possibilities of evangelisation activities

21



The Twefth Holy Episcopal Synod

in North India, His Excellency Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom informed the HES
of his readiness to take over a mission region in any of the States in North
India that is proposed by the His Excellency Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas.
His Excellency Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos accepted the proposal of the
HES to take over the territory of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha in Tamil Nadu
State as a mission region in collaboration with the Eparchy of Marthandom. It
was proposed that the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla shall take up the evangelisation
activities in Kambam, Theni regions of Tamil Nadu which lie close to the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla.

The HES evaluated that, in order to strengthen the Eparchy of Puttur
and to make the pastoral ministry effective in the Region of Bangalore, the
incorporation of the Region of Bangalore into the Eparchy of Puttur would be
good. Considering the financial situations of the Eparchy of Puttur and the
construction works in the Region of Bangalore, it was decided to implement
the proposal only after some time.

As part of the evangelization activities at family level, the Gospel of
Life shall be preached in our families. The HES expressed its concern in the
decrease of the number of children in our families. The third child born in our
families which faces financial difficulties will be given free primary education
in our institutions and educational scholarship shall be arranged for their higher
education.

The HES evaluated that the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church could
effectively involve in the society through socially committed activities and
could generate appreciable results. It was opined that publishing a consolidated
report of financial disbursement through the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
for the building up of our nation through social welfare activities and the private
charitable activities, will be a good witness.

2. Protection of the Nature

Our parishes, hospitals, educational institutions, etc. shall posses an
attitude of protecting the environment. The HES directed that the proposal of
the First Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly to join our hands together
to fight against social evils has to be accepted wholeheartedly.

3. Blessing of the Holy Myron
The decision of the last HES to bless the Holy Myron was reviewed.
The HES decided that in order to make proper spiritual preparation, the blessing
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of the Holy Myron, which was scheduled on 9 and 10 December 2011 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral be postponed to 9 and 10 March 2012. The liturgy of the
blessing will begin at 3 p.m. on 9 March. The services of the second day will
begin at 7 a.m.

4. Meeting with the Professors of the St. Mary’s Malankara Major
Seminary

The professors of the St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary were invited to the
HES at 11 am on 24 September. His Beatitude welcomed the professors to the
meeting. His Beatitude expressed satisfaction at the qualitative improvement
the Seminary achieved in the basic formation. On behalf of the HES, His
Beatitude thanked the professors for their commitment to the ministry.

On behalf of the Staff of the seminary, Very Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil,
the Rector, expressed gratitude for the invitation to the meeting and for the
words of welcome. Particularly, he thanked the members of the Seminary
Commission for their excellent service. There is a tremendous improvement
in the formation in the seminary after the joint-meeting of the Synod Fathers
and the professors of the Seminary held at Maria Rani Centre, Sreekariyam, at
the beginning of the previous academic year. We could see betterment in the
spiritual life, academic matters, in the relationship between the seminarians
and the professors, etc. He also added that the interests of the seminary students
in agriculture and the protection of environment are praiseworthy.

The discussion that followed took into consideration the request for
assigning holidays for Onam and at the semester break. It was decided to grant
semester holidays. It was decided further that these holidays shall be linked to
the exposure programme. The suggestion to introduce “Paid-Job Exposure”
shall not be introduced.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Allummoottil, the Procurator of the Seminary, presented
the income and expenditure report of the Seminary.

The HES discussed the situation of the need of more resident professors
in the faculties of Philosophy and Theology.

The HES took for consideration, the proposal of the seminarians that their
individual report shall be read out to the respective seminarian. It was proposed
that the report shall not be read out to them, but pertinent facts of the report
shall be informed to the seminarian personally by the Rector. When the report
of the Deacons are sent to the Eparchies, it shall be made clear by the authorities
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of the seminary whether the candidate could be promoted to the order of the
priesthood or not. The Eparchial Bishops shall be informed from time to time,
about the character and conduct of the seminarians. Once corrections are given,
the improvement in the character and conduct of the seminarian shall be
mentioned in the report. The Synod Fathers told the staff that the Eparchial
Bishop shall be informed of any serious breach in the conduct of the seminarian,
even if the seminarian is given correction and he shows sign of improvement
in his character and conduct.

5. Extraterritorial Regions in India (ETRI)

His Excellency Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas explained the incident and
context of the attacks on the churches in the Extraterritorial Regions, particularly
in Pune and Hyderabad by anti-social activists. His Excellency also informed
the HES about the follow-up actions in these incidents. The Synod Fathers
expressed their anxiety in these incidents and assured their solidarity with Most
Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas and the Malankara Faithful in these regions. HES
directed that the positive circumstance to construct a new church in Hyderabad
shall be made use of at the earliest.

Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas and Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos shared
with the Synod Fathers, the events after the decision of the HES authorising
Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, the Bishop of Marthandom, to provide pastoral
care to the Tamil-speaking Malankarites residing outside the territory of the
Eparchy of Marthandom, in collaboration with Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas,
the Apostolic Visitor to the ETRI. The Synod Fathers highlighted the fact that
the Tamil-speaking Malankarites in Chennai are still part of the ETRI and that
the property in Chennai bought by the Eparchy of Marthandom is owned by
this Eparchy. A new church has to be constructed at Chennai-Aipakkam for
the Tamil-speaking Malankarites in Chennai.

6. Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM)

Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos, the Chairman of the Malankara Catholic
Youth Movement, informed the Fathers of the Holy Synod about the challenges
and situations that the Youth Movement of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
faces today. The Movement feels the lack of youth leaders. His Excellency
informed the HES of the decision to celebrate Youth day at the Eparchial level,
since we could not celebrate the Youth day along with the Reunion Day
celebrations. The need of sending the Sthothrakazhcha of Youth day for the
common expenses of the MCYM was highlighted. In this context Most Rev.
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Joshua Mar Ignathios pointed out the need of allotting the collection on the
Laity day for the activities of the Laity.

7. Faith-formation

His Excellency Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, the Chairman of the
Synodal Commission for faith-formation, shared with the HES the matters
related with faith formation in our Church.

It was proposed that the students in faith formation shall be given a common
certificate. The HES entrusted Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos to design
the same. The Synod Fathers discussed on the need of rescheduling the academic
year of Sunday School in order that the faith-formation classes are not affected
by the school/college year. The HES decided that the academic year of the
faith-formation classes shall be from February to January. It was decided to
conduct the annual exams in the month of January. Likewise, the HES proposed
that there shall be changes in the evaluation of the progress of the students in
faith-formation. The HES discussed the possibility of:

a common question paper for the exams.
a common publication for the faith-formation.
a common vacation programme for the children with a common name and

theme.

Most Rev. Philipos Mar Sthephanos was assigned to study the matters and
to place the proposals before the HES.

Rev. Fr. Geevarghese (Binny) Nedumpurath of the Eparchy of Mavelikara
was proposed to be the new Director of the Malankara Catholic Children’s
League, since Rev. Fr. George Thekkadayil, the present director is transferred
to Mumbai.

8. Liturgy

His Grace Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Chairman of the Synodal
Commission for Liturgy presented the matters related to the commission in
the HES. His Grace informed that the Liturgical Calendar 2011-2012 was
published. The HES directed the commission to publish the prayer book of the
Great Lent, the Prumion-Sedero of the Holy Week, the Thukkasa and the Order
of Blessing the Myron at the earliest.

The Order of the Burial of the Religious Brothers, which was prepared by
the Order of Imitation of Christ (Bethany Ashram) in consultation with the
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Synodal Commission for Liturgy, was presented in the HES. The HES approved
the same for publication.

9. The Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

His Beatitude the Catholicos read out the text of the recognitio from the
Holy See to the “Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church” approved by the Ninth Ordinary HES that was convoked from 20 to
23 October, 2009. It was submitted to the Holy See by His Beatitude as per
CCEO c 111 §3. The Synod Fathers received the information with great
applause.

The Holy See, without proposing any amendment “recognized” the “Code
of Particular Canons” of our Church, with all its canons including the canon
that the Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is called
Catholicos. The letter from the Holy See specially mentioned that in accordance
with the CCEO, The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has the right and
obligation to codify its own Particular Law. This Code of Particular Canons
would be promulgated by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos, through an apostolic decree on 8 December 2011, the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On the same day, the
copies of this Code will be made available to the entire Church.

10. Thirteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod

It was decided to convoke the Thirteenth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church at the Catholicate Centre from 5 to 8 March 2012. The HES will
begin at 6 pm on 5 March with Holy Qurbono. After the HES, the blessing of
Holy Myron will be celebrated on 9 and 10 March 2012.

CONCLUSION

His Beatitude gave the concluding message in the session of the Holy
Episcopal Synod that began at 11 a.m. on 25 September 2011. His Beatitude
recalled the divine providence and the overwhelming presence of the Holy
Spirit at the 81* Re-union Day Celebrations, the blessing of the Catholicate
Centre and First Syro-Malankara Catholic Church Assembly that preceded
this Synod. These are the signs of the special providence and care of God for
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The discipline and ecclesiastical loyalty
that prevailed explicitly all through the Assembly is praiseworthy. The Assembly
was a testimony that the hierarchy, while taking decisions, has to listen carefully
and understand the voice of the people (vox populi). The sharing of the situations
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and challenges of various Eparchies, associations and movements of our Church
was a great strength of this Synod. The intercession of the Holy Mother of God
is a stronghold to us.

In the context of the convocation of the HES at Thirusannidhi, the
Major Archbishop’s House, Trivandrum, His Beatitude thanked all the officials
and assistants of the Major Archbishop’s House. Thanking all the Synod Fathers
for attending this Holy Synod, His Beatitude declared the Twelfth Ordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

HES ended with the noon prayer and lunch.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM - 695004, KERALA, INDIA

Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod
(23 — 25 September 2011)

DECISIONS

The Twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod that was convoked from 23 to 25
September 2011 took the following decisions:

1. On the Premeyam and Proposals of the First Syro-Malankra Catholic
Church Assembly

a. The HES approved, in principle, the premeyam of the First Syro-Malankara
Catholic Assembly.

b. The Syro-Malankara Catholic Suvisesha Sangam shall be established as
early as possible. It shall be commissioned during the season of the Great
Lent.

c¢. The Synodal Commission for Evangelization shall be expanded adding two
bishops as vice-chairmen. The names of His Excellency Most Rev. Abraham
Mar Julios and His Excellency Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos were proposed
and accepted

d. One representative from each religious congregation of the Syro-Malankra
Catholic Church shall be included in the Suvisesha Sangam. Besides them,
Rev. Priests and Lay Faithful from all Eparchies, Exarchate and
Extraterritorial Regions could be members of the Suvishesha Sangam.

e. In addition to Rev. Sr. Namitha SIC, the present Secretary of the Synodal
Commission, a priest who will reside in the Catholicate Centre shall be
appointed as a full-time executive secretary of the Synodal Commission for
Evangelisation.

f. “The Gospel of Life” shall be preached in our families. The work of
evangelisation shall highlight the obligation to protect the transmission of
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life encouraging families to have enough children. The third child born in
our families which faces financial difficulties will be given free primary
education in our institutions and educational scholarship shall be arranged
for their higher education.

2. On the Blessing of the Holy Myron

In order to make proper spiritual preparation, the blessing of the Holy
Myron, which was scheduled for 9 and 10 December 2011 at St. Mary’s
Cathedral is postponed to 9 and 10 March 2012. The liturgy of the blessing
will begin at 3 p.m. on 9 March. The services of the second day will begin at
7a.m.

3. On St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary

There shall not be Onam holidays. Semester holidays shall be granted.
These holidays shall be linked to the exposure programme. The suggested
“Paid-Job Exposure” shall not be introduced.

4. On Faith-formation
a. A common certificate shall be issued to those who complete the faith-
formation. Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos will design the same.

b. The academic year of the faith-formation classes shall be from February
to January.

c. The annual exams shall be conducted in the month of January.
5. On Liturgy

The HES approved for publication “The Order of the Burial of the Religious
Brothers”, which was prepared by the Order of Imitation of Christ (Bethany
Ashram) in consultation with the Synodal Commission for Liturgy.

6. On the Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church

This Code of Particular Canons would be promulgated by His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, through an apostolic decree on 8
December 2011, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. On the same day, the copies of this Code will be made available to the
entire Church.

¥ Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Chancellor
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The Valedictory Message

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE TWELFTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
HELD FROM 23-25 SEPTEMBER 2011

Venerable Synod Fathers,

As we conclude this twelfth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church,
let us raise our hearts to Almighty God for all his blessings he showered on us
during these days. I recall with gratitude to God the divine providence and
overwhelming presence of the Holy Spirit at the 81* Re-union Day celebrations,
the blessing of the Catholicate Centre and the First Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church Assembly that preceded this Synod. These are the signs of the
providence and the care of God for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The
discipline and ecclesiastical loyalty that prevailed explicitly all through the
Assembly is praiseworthy. The Assembly was a testimony that the hierarchy,
while taking decisions, has to listen carefully and understand the voice of the
people.

Dear Synod Fathers, I am indeed happy to thank you all for your active
participation in the Synod. The sharing of the situations and challenges of
various Eparchies, associations and movements of our Church was a great
strength of this Synod. An important subject that we considered in the Synod
is the evangelization ministry of our Church. We should be conscious of the
right and duty of our Church for evangelization. It is an obligation laid up on
every member of our Church to proclaim the Word of God according to the
given opportunity. We are aware that we have to enkindle the flame of
evangelization in us. We expect to accomplish it through the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Suvishesha Sangam. When we deliberated over the topic we aimed at
the spiritual renewal of our faithful, families, parish communities and the entire
Church through this ministry. We have to form a central team as early as possible
to initiate the preliminary activities of the Suvishesha Sangam. Dear Bishops,
since this ministry is an ecclesial activity for the spiritual renewal of our Church,
your collaboration is earnestly solicited. More over as evangelization is an act
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of the Holy Spirit, I urge you to pray for God’s blessings up on our new venture.

Since this Holy Episcopal Synod is convoked at Thirusannidhi, the Major
Archbishop’s House, Trivandrum let me express my sincere gratitude to all
the officials and assistants of the Major Archbishop’s house. May Our Lord
Jesus Christ, through the prayers of His Mother bless us so that the decisions
of the Synod bear abundant fruits! The intercession of the Holy Mother of God
is a stronghold to us. May the intercession of St. Thomas the Apostle of India
be with us!

I declare this Holy Episcopal Synod closed.

¥ Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Major Archbishop
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A BRIEF REPORT
OF THE FIRST SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH ASSEMBLY

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church convoked its First Major Archiepisco-
pal Assembly at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, from 21-23 September 2011.
Registration of the Delegates started at 3 p.m on Wednesday 21 September.
The Assembly started at 4.15 p.m. with the evening prayer and
Dhoopaprarthana at the tomb of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios
and the other venerable prelates of the Church. It was followed by the Eucha-
ristic Adoration officiated by His Excellency Most Rev. Samuel Mar Irenios,
Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum. Thereafter they came to the Auditorium of
the Catholicate Centre in procession with the Holy Bible.

The Inaugural session started at 6 p.m. with the Bible Prathishta after the
reading of the Holy Bible — Is 6: 8 by Sri. Varghese George IPS. His Grace
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Archbishop of Tiruvalla welcomed all
the participants to the Assembly. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis
Catholicos inaugurated the Assembly. During the inaugural address His
Beatitude said that the first Assembly of the Church would be beneficial for
the expansion of the Kingdom of God, for the growth of the ministry of our
Church, for the proclamation of the Word of God and for the goodness of the
mankind. His Beatitude Mar George Alanchery, Major Archbishop of the Syro-
Malabar Church and His Grace Most Rev. Soosa Pakiam, Archbishop of the
Latin Archdiocese of Trivandrum, delivered the felicitation speeches. The
inaugural meeting was concluded with the vote of thanks by Sri. James
Palamattom.

Reporting Session of each Eparchy, Exarchate, ETRI, ETR Outside India,
Religious Cogregation (OIC, SIC, DM) was held at 7 p.m. His Excellency
Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Bishop of Puttur was the
moderator. After supper the Delegates gathered together and introduced
themselves. Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil, Rector, St. Mary’s Major Seminary
was the moderator. A video presentation on the life of St. Paul was arranged at
10 p.m. The programme of the first day ended with the night prayer.
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The second day started with Morning Prayer and Holy Qurbono at St.
Mary’s Cathedral. Homily was given by His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios. After the breakfast, the second session started at 9 a.m. in the
St. Mary’s School Auditorium. His Excellency Most Rev. Abraham Mar Julios,
Chairman, Core-Committee of the Assembly, presented the working paper —
Instrumentum laboris. After the class the Theme Song was practiced. An
Orientation talk was given by Rev. Fr. Joseph Puthussery SVD at 11 a.m.,
followed by clarification. After lunch, Session IV started at 2 p.m. His
Excellency Most Rev. Philipos Mar Stephanos, Vice Chairman, Core-
Committee of the Assembly, presented the dynamics of the group discussion
and co-ordinated the group discussion. Reporting of the group discussion was
arranged at 5.30 p.m. The Moderator of this Session V was Ms. Riya Raju
from Muvattupuzha Eparchy. His Excellency Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos,
Vice Chairman, Core-Committee of the Assembly, officiated the Evening Prayer
and Eucharistic Adoration at 7 p.m. A cultural night was arranged after supper
at the Catholicate Centre.

The concluding day of the Assembly started with Morning Prayer and
Holy Qurbono at St. Mary’s Cathedral. Homily was given by His Excellency
Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Bishop of the Eparchy of
Pathanamthitta. The resolutions and recommendations of the Assembly was
presented in Session VI by Mr. George James (USA) and Mrs. Sara Mani
Kuriakose (Mumbai). After the coffee break Session VII started with Zero
Hour. His Beatitude, assisted by Rev. Fr. Cherian Thazhamon as Secretary,
answered the questions.

The concluding Session was at 2 p.m. after the lunch. The resolutions and
recommendations were read out and presented by Most Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos
and passed after necessary corrections and amendments. The recommendations
of the assembly were submitted to the Major Archbishop Catholicos to be
considered by the Holy Episcopal Synod.

The main recommendations are:-

a. The Church will strive for the spiritual renewal of members of the
Church and rededicate itself to the cause of nation building.

b. The Church will raise Rs 100 Crore in the next five years for social
welfare projects.

c. The Church will take a strong stand to root out corruption in our society.
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d. The institutions run by the Church will foster greater transparency.

e. The Church will seek out the hungry and homeless in the areas of its
presence and rehabilitate them.

f. The growth, happiness and peace attained by the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church following Reunion with the Universal Church will be
shared with its sister Churches.

g. The Church, its institutions and families will reduce extravaganza and
accept simplicity as hallmark.

h. The Church will interact more with people of various faiths in a spirit
of unity to foster communal harmony.

i.  The Church will mobilize its resources to get the rights restored to the
Dalit and Nadar brethren who are an integral part of our Church.

J- Strong awareness and rehabilitation programmes addressing social evils
like alcoholism and drug abuse will be organized.

k. The homes and institutions of the Church will adopt green technologies
to protect the fragile environment.

His Excellency Most Rev. Thomas Mar Anthonios, General Convenor,
Central Secretariat, placed on record the gratitude of the Church towards all
who toiled to make the assembly a success. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis Catholicos, the President of the Assembly, delivered the valedictory
message and declared the Assembly closed. Then the Delegates sang the Theme
Song. Then all the members went to the Tomb of the Servant of God Archbishop
Mar Ivanios and conducted prayers and Dhoopaprarthana. The Delegates took
the oath and His Beatitude imparted Apostolic blessings to all.

The three days meeting was attended by 175 members from all over the
globe. The assembly deliberated on the strategies to be adopted in the next 5
years in order to make the Church more efficient in its testimony.
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REPORT OF THE BLESSING
OF THE CATHOLICATE CENTRE

The newly constructed Catholicate Centre, the headquarter of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church which houses the Major Archiepiscopal Curia was
blessed and dedicated to the Church by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis Catholicos as the main celebrant and all the other Bishops as the
concelebrants on 21 September 2011 at 12 p.m, soon after the 81* Re-union
day celebrations. His Beatitude blessed the Chapel after giving a message.
The other Bishops blessed the various blocks and related buildings. Shrine
and Stone Cross were blessed by His Grace Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
and His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios respectively.

His Beatitude thanked and congratulated all those who labored for the
completion of the work and all benefactors who had given the financial support.
Many priests, religious and faithful were present during the function. The
Blessing was concluded with agape.
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On 81st Reunion Day

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings to the Metropolitan Archbishop, Metropolitans, Corepsicopoi,
Rambans, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No. CPL 3/2011 s
Praise be to the Triune God,
Self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

81 Anniversary of Reunion
and the Blessing of the Catholicate Centre

Your Grace, Your Excellencies, Very Rev. Corepiscopoi and Rembans,
Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Religious and dear Faithful in the Lord,

Venerable Pope John Paul II elevated the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church in 2005 is an experience of
immense happiness, gratification and pride for us. We were in need of a head
quarter for our administrative set up which grew as a Holy Episcopal Synod
and for the common arrangements for the Church. The Catholicate Centre
started its functioning at St. Aloysius Seminary, Pattom, of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Catholicos initiated the discussions and approved the plan of the building in
2005 itself. His Eminence Ignace Cardinal Moussa Daoud, the Patriarch and
the then Prefect of the Congregation of the Oriental Churches, blessed the
foundation stone of the Catholicate Centre on 15 May 2005. His Beatitude
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios expressed his leadership and care for the same. |
remember His Beatitude with gratitude.

I, after taking the responsibility of the Church in 2007, laid the foundation
stone of the building on 14 July 2007, the day on which Mar Ivanios was
declared Servant of God. Now the construction is nearing completion. I
remember with gratitude all those who provided financial aid in the construction
work of the Catholicate Centre, especially our various Eparchies, Religious
congregations, families, individuals and benefactors. I extend my gratitude to
all.
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The blessing of the new Catholicate Centre will be held on 21 September
2011 as a part of the 81st anniversary of the Reunion Movement. There will be
Holy Qurbono, and public meeting on the same day morning at 8.30 a.m.
followed by the blessing. The function will be concluded with agape. I invite
you lovingly, to participate in the blessing of the head quarter of our Church,
the Catholicate Centre and for the other functions.

81* Reunion Day celebrations will begin with the Malankara Convention
at St. Mary’s Cathedral Pattom on 18, 19, 20 September and will be concluded
with the blessing of the Catholicate Centre. First Assembly of our Church will
begin at the Catholicate Centre at 3 p.m. on 21 September and conclude at 4
p-m. on 23 September. 180 representatives of our Church will participate in
the Assembly. Holy Episcopal Synod that is convoked in the evening, after the
assembly, will study the suggestions of the Assembly and will take practical
decisions to fulfill the theme Suvisheshakayaya Malankara Suriyani Katholica
Sabha (Syro-Malankara Catholic Church - the Evangeliser). I remind you all
to pray specially for the guidance of God in our Assembly. We are living in a
circumstance where our entire Church has to work with more missionay
enthusiasm and give witness. Let us work by imbibing the words of St. Paul
into our hearts, “If I proclaim the Gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting,
for an obligation is laid on me and if I do not proclaim the Gospel woe to me!”
(1 Cor. 9:16).

May God bless you all!

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and the communion of Apostles, especially of our Father
and Apostle St. Thomas and all the Saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord

Sd/-

Baselios Cleemis Catholicos

Major Archbishop

of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

30.08.2011
Catholicate centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B.:This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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QilwoMIWOHSW)0 GHSHWOVDIMITI MVVDHO(AIBAIW TLORIOM)o TVAWDIN)0
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(enuavleled eaaglenalomd Galddh)aN GRIDH®IAIRM MVEMASMOB]IHM]
aflmoailat@ano L@@ @RYVIClEe)o. alBlUd}RLICRAINON (I Y
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af)6BBOM @RAIS)OOMEN ] (AITVoUTBe)QIOM MVOU1EN0? ag)edBOM @RAISIOHEM
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On Youth Day

A Circular from Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulose,
the Chairman of Commission for Youth
of the Malankara Catholic Church,
in connection with Youth Day.
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MESSAGE OF YOUTH DAY - 2011

Rev. Fathers, Religious, parents and dear youth in the Lord,
Greetings of the feast of St. Francis of Assisi!

The Malankara Catholic Church celebrates 4 October, the feast day of St.
Francis of Assisi, who sacrificed all his strength and talents of youthhood for
Christ and the Kingdom of God and who is still an inspiring model and challenge
to the world of youngsters, as YOUTH DAY. Since 4 October is a working
day, I heartily encourage all parishes, youth members and all the youth leaders
to celebrate Youth Day with all its dignity on Sunday, 2 October. And also I
most lovingly remind all of you to organise seminars, meetings and the like
after the Holy Qurbono on that day and to encourage and support to all the
activities of the youth.

I proudly acknowledge all the commendable services the youth of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church render in the parishes, eparchies and in the
Church, thinking and living in accordance with the mind of the Church. I
appreciate and congratulate each and every one of you. I gratefully remember
all our priests, nuns and lay leaders who guide and encourage our youth.

Dear youngsters, you are the wealth of the Church. You are the future
symbols of the Church. It is you who influence most the Church and society. It
is the young generation that provides grace and strength to the Church and the
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world. And so the special love and attention of the whole Church is oriented
towards you.

When she thinks of her future the Mother Church looks up the young
generation with great expectation. It is to help the young generation to become
true followers of Christ and to become disciples who witness Christ to the
world that the Church is attempting through its youth organizations. Youngsters
can never be distanced from the life, mission and ministry of the Church. It
should never happen. Youth organizations should grow in the Church not as
parallel movements, rather it should grow clinging to the heart of the Church.
It is the integral growth of each and every youth that we target through the
Malankara Catholic Youth Movement.

Youthhood is the time when the realistic and undeniable questions like
‘whoam1?’, “Why am I here?’, “Where am I going to?’ arise and, one seriously
thinks of the meaning and destiny of life. OnlyGod can answer these questions.
“Sacred Scripture is the compass that points out the path for the youth to follow”
(Verbum Domini 104).

In the context of the First Syro-Malankara Syrian Catholic Assembly, it is
the time that the Church is filled with the topic Suvisheshakayaya Malankara
Suriyani Katholikka Sabha (The Malalankara Syrian Catholic Church - the
Evangelizer) in her thoughts, meditation and decisions. Evangelization is
certainly the life blood of the Church. It is the command of our Lord to “Go
into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation” (Mk 16:15). Since the
task of Evangelization is an intrinsic duty of each faithful, it is not something
to be done based on our convenience of time and place; on the other hand, it is
the inevitable mission of the Church and the source of strength for all other
services of the Church” (EN 14). It is time for us to repeat the confession of St.
Paul “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16).

“Evangelizing means bringing the Good News into all the strata of
humanity, and through its influence transforming humanity from within and
making it new” (EN 18). It is the continuation of the evangelizing ministry of
Christ, and living like Christ among peoples as “the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14). The youth has an unexchangable responsibility in
this regard.

Dear youngsters,

In the World Youth convention held in Madrid of Spain fro 15 to 21 August
2011, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addressed the youth saying: “Young
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people you go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19). The theme of the
youth convention to be conducted in Brazil in 2013 will be the same. It is with
the special inspiration of the Holy Spirit that both the Catholic Church and the
Malankara Catholic Church made the topic “Evangelization” the point of deep
meditation at the same period of time. The Church is inviting young people to
commit themselves for the Gospel values realizing that it is the will of God for
the young people. This invitation should resound in the inner rooms of your
heart. And also you should set out with firm decision to fill the whole world
with the Gospel values. At the same time we all should be aware that no one
can proclaim Christ without having personal Christ- experience. You should
have the authenticity of the apostles who said, “We proclaim to you the Word
of life which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
looked upon and have touched with our hands...” (1 Jn 1:1). How could one
preach about Christ unless one meets and touches Christ? How could one
know his mind? It is through the Holy Eucharist that we touch Christ today.
And we hear Him when we listen to the Word of God and when it becomes
part and parcel of our thoughts and memory. Today’s world is inevitably waiting
for such energetic young people who witness to the Gospel values with lives
of proclaiming from their Christ-experience.

I see two powers at work in the world. (1) Self-destructive power and (2)
Self-integrating power. Egocentricity, communalism, indifference, self-
destructive drugs, evils against life, activities against nature, etc... are signs of
self-destructive power. Blessed Pope John Paul Il names it as “culture of death”.
At the same time another power that integrates everything (self-integrating
power) is also getting gradually strengthened among us and in the world. Fights
against corruption, cooperation among nations, compassion for the poor and
needy, the state of enemies becoming buddies, the passion and strive to create
a new world, etc... are signs of self-integrating power. The fullness of this is
the life based on the Gospel values. Lovingly looking at the young generation
Jesus reminds them, ““You are the light of the world” (Mt 5:14). When darkness
surrounds, the light of the Gospel values should sprout out from you. For that,
first of all, you must stand face to face to young Jesus. Stay close to Jesus.
Know His heart beats through the Holy Eucharist as did Luke the Evangelist.
St. Francis of Assisi, who has been transmitting light for generations of young
people, is a great model for you. And also it is a challenge to become like him.
Let us also say together his popular prayer, “Lord, make me an instrument of
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your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness,
light; and where there is sadness, joy.”

I lovingly remind you to remit the offertory taken on this day to the
concerned eparchial offices for the purpose of service to our young people.
Thus let you become the advocates of transforming our time. May you be able
to make a revolution of Gospel values.

I remember each and every one of you in my prayers.
May God bless you in abundance!

sd/-
+ Vincent Mar Paulos
Chairman, Synodal Commission for Youth
20-09-2011
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum

N.B.: This Circular should be read in all our churches, mission centers and centers
of worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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