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Editorial

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
AYEARAFTER ITS ELEVATION TO
THE MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL STATUS

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church celebrated the first anniversary of its
elevation to a Major Archiepiscopal Church on 10 February 2006. 14 May
2006 marked the first anniversary of the enthronement of His Beatitude Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios as the first Major Archbishop-Catholicos of this Church.
On the following day, 15 May 2006, came the proclamation of the erection of
a new ecclesiastical province in the Malankara Catholic Church elevating the
Eparchial See of Tiruvalla to the status of a Metropolitan See with the Eparchies
of Bathery and Muvattupuzha as its suffragan Sees and its reigning Bishop,
His Excellency Isaac Mar Cleemis to the title of Metropolitan-Archbishop.

The past year was one of rapid hierarchical structuring and pastoral activity
in this Church. On taking canonical possession of the office (that is, with the
enthronement) of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, His Beatitude and the Holy
Synod were diligent to frame the necessary canonical infrastructure for the
Church in accordance with its current hierarchical status:

1. His Beatitude constituted the Holy Episcopal Synod and completed the
synodal structure of the Church.

2. The organising and constituting of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
received due attention and priority. As personnel, the Chancellor, Vice-
Chancellor, Finance Officer and an Office Secretary, were appointed.

3. Asper norms of canon law, the Permanent Synod, composed of the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos and four Bishops, designated for a period of five
years (c 115) was constituted.

4. The process of constituting the superior ordinary tribunal of the Church
has been initiated. The Synod proposed the names of the personnel of
the Ordinary Tribunal of the Church.

5. Eighteen Synodal Commissions were constituted for diverse apostolates
of the Church and they started functioning.

6. The official bulletin of the Church, MALANKARA, publishes the acts
and reports of the Holy Synod and other relevant documents and reports.

7. The Commission for the Codification of the Particular Law of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church was constituted. This Commission presented
the second draft of the proposed Code to the Synod.
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Editorial

8. Bifurcating the Metropolitan Province of Trivandrum, the new
Metropolitan Province of Tiruvalla was erected.

The announcement of the elevation of the See of Tiruvalla to a Metropolitan
See and the erection of the ecclesiastical province of Tiruvalla came as the
crowning event of a year’s activity in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
The faithful have welcomed the erection of the new ecclesiastical province of
Tiruvalla with jubilation. Pastoral and administrative efficiency are the criteria
for establishing Metropolitan Provinces in the Church. Geographical, cultural,
social and historical factors serve the grouping of eparchies into a province. In
our context, the See of Tiruvalla was the cradle of the Malankara Communion
Movement. Itis by dividing the Eparchy of Tiruvalla, the Eparchies of Bathery
and Muvattupuzha came into existence. Hence, they are now regrouped in the
Province. The Archieparchy of Trivandrum is ipso iure a Major Archieparchy.
The Major Metropolitan Province of Trivandrum is now comprised of the Major
Archiepiscopal Eparchy and the suffragan Eparchy of Marthandom.

The Church has a three tier hierarchical structure, corresponding to its global,
regional and local extensions. The Patriarchate or Major Archiepiscopate,
Metropolitanate and Eparchy are the three levels constituting the geographical
extension of the Church presided over by their corresponding hierarchical heads,
namely, the Patriarch or Major Archbishop as the Father and Head of the sui
iuris Church, the Metropolitan-Archbishop who presides over a province and
the Bishop who is set over an Eparchy. With the erection of a new Metropolitan
Province and the installation of a Metropolitan-Archbishop, the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church attained perfection in its hierarchical structuring as is common
in the Universal Catholic Church and also as envisaged in the Code of Canons
of the Oriental Churches.

The hierarchical structuring of the Church is aimed at the efficacy of the
pastoral functions and governance of the Church. The Church, an extension of
the Kingdom of God brought about by Jesus Christ, makes present to the People
of God the fruits of the economy of salvation, namely, the sanctifying, teaching
and governing functions. This is exercised in the Church in hierarchical
communion (LG 20-24) according to the principle of subsidiarity
(decentralisation) {Nuntia 3 (1976) 21-22}. The constitution of the ecclesiastical
provinces in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church will open up new and
efficacious possibilities to attain these common and particular aims of the
Church.

All these are epoch-making events in the life of this Church as a sui iuris
(autonomous) Church in the Catholic Communion of Churches. The acts of
the Major Archbishop-Catholicos and the Holy Synod are manifestations of
what it means to be a Major Archiepiscopal sui iuris Church. The canonical
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MCC a year after...

acts of the Father and Head of the Malankara Catholic Church with the consent
of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Church in consultation with the Holy See
and the benediction of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, the Roman Pontiff,
the successor of Peter, is a sign and witness of what it is to be a Church in the
Communion of Churches.

A sui iuris Church is in communion with the Universal Catholic Communion
of Churches. It is in hierarchical communion with the Bishop of Rome, the
Vicar of Christ and the successor of Peter, the first among the Apostles, who
exercises immediate universal ordinary power over the entire Church. A sui
iuris Church is in faith communion. It shares the one faith of the Universal
Church. Asui iuris Church is in sacramental communion, especially Eucharistic
communion, with the Universal Church. A sui iuris Church is in Synodal
communion with regard to its internal government. A sui iuris Church is self-
governing or autonomous in its internal administration. As is often mentioned
in these columns, the present status of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
confirms the fruition of the hopes of the Puthenkdr St. Thomas Christians,
their aspirations to see a self-governing Church in the communion of the
Universal Church.

The MALANKARA that started publishing in July 2005 as the official
bulletin of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is also completing a year with
its first volume comprising of three numbers. The current issue is the first
number of the second volume. This gives you the acts and reports of the Third
Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. It further
documents all those communications concerning the erection of the new
ecclesiastical province of Tiruvalla and the elevation of the Eparchial See of
Tiruvalla to the status of a Metropolitan See and the appointment of its first
Metropolitan-Archbishop and his installation on 10 June 2006. The reports of
the first meetings of some of the Synodal Commissions indicate the life and
development of the Church in its various fields. As usual, we have included
the common pastoral letters in this issue of MALANKARA.

We, the Editors, express, on behalf of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
hearty congratulations and best wishes to His Grace Isaac Mar Cleemis, on his
installation as the First Metropolitan Archbishop of the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla and a future replete with divine blessings to the newly erected
ecclesiastical province.

- Editors



The Third Holy Synod
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The Opening Message

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE,
THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE THIRD HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

In the name of the most Holy Trinity,
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit

Dear Venerable Synod Fathers,

I extend to you a warm welcome to this Third Holy Episcopal Synod of our
Church. In the last Holy Synod, we decided to convene the Synod twice a
year, the first in the second week of the Great Lent and the second in the month
of October. Thus we are now gathered in this holy time of the Lent. The
Lenten season is particularly a time when the Church is at prayer and this
provides us an apt prayerful atmosphere for the Synod. Besides that, the priests
of the Major Archiepiscopal Eparchy of Trivandrum are making their annual
retreat. They are also praying for the success of this Synod.

Let us praise the Lord for his unfailing providence and guidance to our
Church. Itisalready a year, since our Church has been elevated to the status of
a Major Archiepiscopal Church. We commemorated this event with the
Catholicos’ Day on 5 February. It should become a custom in our Church to
commemorate this day as a day of jubilation for the mighty works God
accomplished in our Church.

I am happy that we could conduct three sessions of the Synod, within this
limited time and provisions. It had become necessary to lay the canonical
infrastructures as our Church is raised to the autonomous status. | am grateful
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The Third Holy Synod

that all are wholeheartedly cooperating; our limitations are made up by our
decisiveness and concerted commitment.

We go forward trusting in the Lord. My illness is no reason why we shall
lag behind; but all the more strengthened by the power of God, who alone
builds his Church, we shall accomplish the tasks entrusted to our Church by
the Lord. Personally I feel strengthened by the Lord through your incessant
prayers and the prayers of our Church as a whole. | thank God Almighty for
making it possible for me to attend this Synod.

The Holy Episcopal Synod is a sacred act of the Church. It is a sacred duty
performed under the inspirations of the Spirit of the Lord. It is not a human
endeavor done in great haste or with an attitude to complete the business on
the agenda. It is neither a matter of routine nor a periodic get-together. Hence
we prepare for it well in advance with appropriate reflection, serious study,
and above all, with prayer and fasting. We let us to be guided by the Holy
Spirit who leads the Church through us, his humble servants.

When we make a retrospection, we notice that we have given special
attention to the building up of the infrastructure of our Church, especially the
organizational structures such as the make-up of our Ordninary Synod,
Permanent Synod and Commissions for the specific apostolates of the Church.
There are also cross-sections of our people specially taken care of, such as the
MCA, MCYM, Mathrusangam, and other pious associations, etc. Fostering
our faith life through catechism and religious instructions is also part of our
efforts to strengthen the infrastructures, which we need to ensure for the steady
outcome. This is to be realized through the effective functioning of the Synodal
Commissions that we constitute. They should become effective instruments
and organs to awaken and enliven divine life in the ecclesial community. They
are organs to fulfill the mission of the Church. The Universal Church grows
up in and through the local Churches; local Churches through the Eparchies;
the Eparchies through the parishes. The parishes, through the prayer groups,
should awaken and enliven the divine life in them. Hence, our efforts are to
proceed step by step in making necessary foundational provisions for promoting
our ecclesial life.

These, our efforts shall be made known to our Clergy, Religious and Laity.
Our Synodal communication media, MALANKARA, ‘the make up’ of which
is mainly done by our Chancellor, does a good communication service. The
team of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia is incessantly striving towards the
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The Opening Message

proper implementation of our programmes. Our thanks are due to them who
are putting in their best. | place on record a special word of thanks and
appreciation of the work of the Secretary of the Synod, Most Rev. Mar Koorilos.

I wish this Lenten season be a time of great blessing and spiritual renewal
for our Church. Let the observance of the Lent strengthen us in the apostolic
endeavors of our Church to avail the fruits of the economy of salvation to the
world. In a prayerful spirit let us start the Synodal meetings and hope for the
good results through the power of God, who never fails to assist and guide us.
May the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, of the
Apostles, especially of St. Thomas and the venerable memory of Archbishop
Mar Ivanios and other illustrious Prelates of our Church be a stronghold to us.

I declare the Synod open.
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Catholicos

13



The Third Holy Synod

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE THIRD HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(7 -9 MARCH 2006)

REPORT

The third Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
was convoked at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum from 7 - 9 March
2006. Taking into consideration the health condition of His Beatitude the
Catholicos, the Synod was later transferred to Thirusannidhi, the Major
Archiepiscopal House. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos presided over the Synod. The members of the Synod,
namely, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most
Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis and Most Rev.
Joshua Mar Ignathios were present. Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas was absent.
Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor, recorded the proceedings.
The Synod, in ten sessions, of 1.5 hours each, prolonged for three days.

At 9 a.m. on 7 March 2006, the members of the Synod assembled at
Thirusannidhi, and entered the Chapel. All members of the Synod present
concelebrated the Holy Qurbono in which all the office-bearers of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia participated.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Major Archbishop-Catholicos
made the opening prayer. Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis read the following
scripture passage - Rom 12:9-20.

Presidential Address by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios

His Beatitude the Catholicos delivered the inaugural address. He welcomed
all the members to the third canonical Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. His Beatitude recounted the wonderful ways through which God leads
our Church and the progress we could make in establishing the canonical
structures of our Church, namely the Ordinary Synod, the Permanent Synod
and the Synodal Commissions, within such a short time. In such a short span
of time, we convened three Synods, as we had to expedite the constitution of
the canonical structures of the Church. As per present norms, two Ordinary
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Synods will be convened every year, one preferably during the second week of
the Great Lent and the other in the month of October. He specially thanked
God Almighty for making it possible for him to attend this Synod in spite of
his ill-health.

Thereafter, His Beatitude stressed on the sacred character of the Synod and
the necessity of an appropriate prayerful preparation before the commencement
of each Synod. It is a sacred act performed under the inspirations of the Holy
Spirit; it is not a mere human act done in haste. He also dealt with the role of
the Synodal Commissions in the life of the Church and the necessity to constitute
parallel Eparchial Commissions, so that they could strengthen life in parishes,
the basic unit of the Church. He also drew attention of all concerned to the
need of constituting the necessary structures. It is to awaken and enliven divine
life in the community. The structures are for fulfilling the mission of the Church.
The Universal Church grows up in and through the local Churches; the local
Churches through the Eparchies; the Eparchies through the parishes. The
parishes, through the prayer groups should awaken and enliven divine life in
them.

Making these observations, His Beatitude declared the Synod opened.

The letter of Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, requesting leave for absence
from the Synod, due to his pastoral engagements in our communities of the
USAwas presented in the Synod. The Synod accepted the absence as legitimate.

The Presentation and Approval of the Agenda

The President presented the following agenda for the approval of the Synod:

1. Inaugural Address by His Beatitude, the Catholicos

2.  The Report and Decisions of the Second Holy Episcopal Synod

3. Confirmation of the Synodal Commissions and Orientation on their
Functions.

4. The Pastoral Care of the Malankara Catholics in the Extraterritorial
Regions in India in the light of the CBCI decision

5. Hierarchical set up for the Malankara Catholics in the US
6. Presentation of the Prayer Books and Taksa.

7. Unification of the various titles in use in our Church with the names of
the offices used in CCEO.

8.  Publication of the Malankara Catholic Directory

9. Financial Report of the fund - raising for the Construction of the
Catholicate Centre
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10. Report on the progress of the Codification of the Particular Law of the
MCC

11. Study of the draft of the Statutes of the Malankara Catholic Assembly

12. Study of the draft of the Statutes of the Holy Synod

13. Study of the draft of the Statutes of the Permanent Synod

14. Topics to be sent for the XI1 Ordinary General Assembly of the Roman
Synod

15. Other pertinent subjects with the approval of the President

To this, the Synod Fathers added two more topics, namely, Formation in the
St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary (continuation of the discussion held in the last
Synod) and the Reunion Day Celebrations, 2006. The Synod approved the
agenda.

The Report of the Second Holy Synod

The Report of the Second Synod was read out by Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod. After clarifications and corrections, the
report was passed at the proposal of Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, seconded
by Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom.

In the discussion that followed, the Synod Fathers enquired about the
progress of the proposal of the sale of the rubber estate of the seminary. It is
understood that there are chances coming up.

THE AGENDA

After passing report, the Synod started deliberation on the topics on the
agenda.

1. Formation in St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary

In continuation of the evaluation of the formation programmes in the
Malankara Seminary in the last Synod and the action taken, the Synod took up
the topic for further discussion. The Chairman of the Synodal Commission
for Seminary Formation, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos briefed the Synod
of the actions taken regarding the matter. His Excellency continued the dialogue
with the staff of the Seminary. The Synod opined that the appointment of the
resident staff members of the seminary shall be with the knowledge of the
Holy Synod. It was pointed out that Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Kuttiyil OIC,
returning after his Doctorate in Canon Law, Rev. Fr. Varghese Thannickakuzy
of the Eparchy of Bathery and Rev. Fr. Stephen Thottathil, the former
Protosyncellus of the Eparchy of Tiruvalla are prospective resident professors
for the Seminary. Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis informed the Synod that the
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service of Rev. Fr. Stepehen Thottathil could be made available to the seminary
for a period of three years.

Concerning the term of appointment of the resident professors, most of the
Synod Fathers were of opinion that the appointment shall be for a period of six
years which could be extended later.

The functioning of the Faculty of Philosophy was brought in for evaluation,
especially in the context of the need to update the syllabus to make it beneficial
to the study of Theology. The Synod decided to call the Rector and the resident
professors of the Faculty of Philosophy to the Synod and to discuss with them
the modalities of teaching Philosophy in our Seminary.

In another session of the Synod, “the diaconate ministry” was taken for
discussion. Itwas pointed out that the present practice of conferring priesthood
to the Deacons immediately after the comprehensive exam in Theology, deprives
them of experience in the pastoral ministry and in liturgical applications. After
an elaborate discussion, it was decided that there shall be a diaconate ministry
after the comprehensive exam in October till the forthcoming feast of Easter.
Ordinations shall be conferred after Easter. The practice of having a common
retreat for the Deacons before Ordination shall continue. These decisions will
take effect from the next academic year.

2. Confirmation of the Synodal Commissions and Orientation on their
Functions

The finalised lists of Consultors of the eighteen Synodal Commissions were
reviewed and confirmed. In the discussions that followed, it was decided that
the first meeting of each Synodal Commission shall be held at the earliest.

3. The Pastoral Care of the Malankara Catholics in the Extraterritorial
Regions in India in the Light of the Recent Decision of the CBCI

The topic was introduced by Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis, who is also the
Vice-President of the CBCI. In the last CBCI meeting (February 2005), the
Bishops of the Latin Church had welcomed the appointment of a Bishop as the
contact person for any discussions about collaboration among the Oriental
Churches and the Latin dioceses for the purpose of pastoral care and
evangelization. The Syro-Malankara and the Syro-Malabar Churches may
nominate an Apostolic Visitator for this purpose. However, it is recommended
that the Conference of the Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) be consulted
about these appointments and that clear terms of reference are established for
the functioning of these Apostolic Visitators. It is hoped that the Apostolic
Nuncio in India will inform this to the Holy See and the necessary actions will
be initiated by him.
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The Synod welcomed the idea as a beginning to resolve the need of a
permanent hierarchical set up for the pastoral care of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Faithful in India living outside the canonical territorial boundaries of
the Church. The Synod requested His Beatitude the Catholicos to follow up
the matter so that the appointment of the Apostolic Visitator be expedited. The
Synod also prepared a terna (list) of candidates to be presented to the Holy See
as soon as it initiates the process.

4. Hierarchical set up for the Malankara Catholics in the US

It was the opinion of the Synod Fathers that we should try to get at least an
exarchate erected in the US as a canonical provision for the pastoral care of
our faithful residing over there.

5. Presentation of the Prayer Books and Taksa

The Synod Fathers expressed their concern in the growing tendency of
introducing non-Malankara hymns in our Holy Qurbono and other sacramental
celebrations. They also shared the difficulties they encounter in introducing
the revised ordinary prayer book. They were of opinion that a common circular
or pastoral letter would help to announce in public the expectation of the Church
in revising the existing translations and motivate the faithful to use the new
text.

6. Unification of the VVarious Titles in use in our Church with the Names
of the Offices Used in CCEO.

“Unification of the names of the various offices in our Church with the
names used in CCEO” was the next topic taken up for deliberation. The general
opinion was that it would be better to use names, words and titles as used in
the Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches. However, it was pointed out
that words like diocese, vicar general, etc. have become accepted usages both
among the public and in civil legal procedure. Taking this into account, it was
decided that, as far as possible, the names, titles, usages, etc. shall conform
with those in use in the CCEO.

The Synod also focussed attention on the conferring of titles on priests and
laity (both men and women). These titles shall be in consonance with the
Syro-Malankara ecclesial tradition. Corepiscopo, Ramban, Bar Ttho, etc. are
some of the possible titles that shall be conferred on the Christian faithful in
recognition of their outstanding service rendered to the Church. It was also
noted that persons on whom such titles are conferred should be of exceptional
quality and in agreement with the rating of the people.

7. Publication of the Malankara Catholic Directory

The Directory of the Malankara Catholic Church as a reference book on the
various statistical and factual matters of the Church, is very important. Hence
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the updated edition of the Directory should be published once in three years.
The next edition of the Directory shall be published in September 2006, by the
time of the Reunion Day celebrations.

8. Financial Report of the Fund Raising for the Construction of the
Catholicate Centre

The financial report of the income and expenditure of the Catholicate Centre,
highlighting the funds collected towards the construction of the Catholicate
Centre prepared by the Finance Officer Rev. Fr. Jose Kizhakkedathu, was
presented in the Synod. The amount raised so far had been given over to the
Major Archiepiscopal Eparchy of Trivandrum as compensation for the St.
Aloysius Minor Seminary buildings, which will form part of the proposed
Catholicate Centre. The construction of the Seminary building is progressing.
9. Report on the Progress of the Codification of the Particular Law of

the MCC

The Report of the Codification of the Particular Law of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church was read out at the Synod. The Synod evaluated the progress
and expressed satisfaction over the second draft submitted in the Synod.

The Synod Fathers decided that they shall gather together for the study of
the draft on 3/4 April at Bethany Navajyothi Provincial Ashram at Desom,
Aluva or at Bethany Ashram Asokapuram, Aluva. Rev. Fr. John Kochuthundil,
the convener of the commission and Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC also shall be
present at the meeting to introduce and assist the study of the draft.

10. Study of the Draft of the Statutes of the Malankara Catholic Assembly

A draft of the statutes of the Malankara Catholic Assembly, that is, a
consultative body of the entire Church, presided over by the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos according to the norms of CCEO cc 140-145, prepared by the
Commission for the Codification of the Particular Law and submitted to the
Synod was taken up for study. The statutes are to be formally approved later
after the completion of its study and presentation of the final draft.

11. Topics to be Sent for the XII Ordinary General Assembly of the
Roman Synod

The letter of the General Secretary of the (Roman) Synod of Bishops,
requesting the Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malankara Church to suggest a
topic for the XII Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod was taken up for
discussion.

After going through the themes covered by the Roman Synod so far and
considering the current themes of world wide interest, the Synod Fathers
proposed the following three themes:
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» The role of sui iuris Churches in the Communion of the Universal
Church

» Faith formation in the context of globalisation
» The pastoral care of the Christian faithful and the shortage of priests
12. Holy Friday Collection for “Pro Terra Sancta”

The Synod also took for consideration a letter of His Eminence Ignace
Moussa Cardinal Daoud, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches, reminding everyone of the Church to encourage the Holy Friday
Collection for the Holy Land. The Synod decided to encourage all parishes to
raise maximum collection in favour of the Holy Land. The Eparchial Bishops
shall send it to the Nunciature according to the custom prevalent.

Meeting with the Rector and the Staff of the Faculty of Philosophy
of St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary

The Rector, Rev. Fr. George Kalayil and the members of the staff of the
Faculty of Philosophy of St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary were invited to the
Synod in the session at 8.30 a.m. on 9 March 2006. Besides the Rector, Rev.
Fr. Thomas Naickamparampil, the Dean, and Rev. Fr. Daniel Mangalath,
Professor of the Faculty of Philosophy, were present.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod welcomed the
fathers on behalf of the Synod and thanked them for dedicating their time for
the service of the Seminary.

His Beatitude, the Catholicos introduced the topic, namely, the expectation
of the Church from the Seminary, especially from the Philosophical formation
of our seminarians. He stressed that the aim of teaching Philosophy in our
Seminary is to help a seminarian in his faith formation as a Christian and in
the study of Theology. The orientation has to be clear. Professors should have
a unity of vision and be totally dedicated.

Rev. Fr. Thomas Naickamparampil introduced the present curriculum of
Philosophy in the Seminary. In the three years of the Philosophical studies,
the first year is spent mostly for the study of languages, especially English. In
the second and third year, the curriculum focuses on the study of systematic
Philosophy, both Western and Indian.

The meeting also focussed attention on the role of the Rector. He is to
focus on the formation of the first year Philosophers as they are new to the
major seminary formation. He himself is to be the animator of the first years
while other animators shall be appointed for others according to the year of
their formation.
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Concerning the number of chances to be given to the seminarians who fail
in the examination, it was decided that both for the subject wise and the
comprehensive examinations, only two chances shall be given.

The meeting also stressed the need of improvement in the minor seminary
formation, both spiritual and academic. The mastery of language, especially
English, is to be stressed.

The Synod informed the Rector and other professors present at the meeting,
its decision at an earlier session of the Synod to introduce the diaconate ministry
after the completion of the Theology course at the end of which only priestly
ordination will take place.

The meeting ended with the understanding to reorganise the course in
Philosophy in accordance with the guidelines given in this discussion.

Meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions

The apostolate of the Church is now to be promoted by and through the
Synodal Commissions constituted by the Synod. To generate an awareness of
the purpose and modus operandi of the Synodal Commissions, a meeting of
the Secretaries of the Commissions was scheduled at 10.30 a.m. on the third
day of the Synod. All the Invitees, except two, participated in the meeting.
The report of the meeting is attached herewith.

76" Reunion Day Celebrations

After the meeting with the Secretaries of the Synodal Commission the Synod
Fathers assembled again in the Synod Hall. Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Common Celebrations introduced
to the Synod, the planning underway for the 76" Reunion Day Celebrations to
be held at Muvattupuzha under the auspices of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha.
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Eparchial Bishop of Muvattupuzha
briefed the Synod the proposed programme chalked out at the various
consultative meetings. It was the common opinion of the Synod that the spirit
behind the celebration should be kept up, namely, an occasion to come together
to celebrate and nurture the spirit of communion among the members of our
Church. The rally to mark the end of the celebration is an inspiration and a
sign of the vitality and communion of our Church. Hence it shall not be waved
off. Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos agreed to pursue the organisation of the
celebration in accordance with the mind of the Synod in consultation with the

Synodal Commission for Common Celebrations.
On the Guidelines Emerging from the Synod
The Synod-in-session did not take any decisions as such. The Synod Fathers

were of opinion that those norms of action discussed in the Synod shall be
communicated as “Guidelines”.
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The Closing

The Synod ended with the concluding message from His Beatitude, the
Catholicos. He expressed his satisfaction in the fact that within a short period
of time, we could concentrate on the structural organisation of our Church.
However, he cautioned an inherent danger. We may imagine that the life of the
Church is ipso facto promoted and guaranteed by these structures. The real
goal of our ecclesiastical endeavours is to promote divine life and love shared
and communicated to us by God through his Son in the Holy Spirit. We have
to see how this life is promoted in our Church, namely, in our eparchies, missions
and institutions. This is done primarily through our liturgical and spiritual life.

His Beatitude thanked all the members of the Synod for attending the Synod
and expressed his hope that God the loving Father through His Son in
communion with the Holy Spirit enable us fulfil the responsibilities entrusted
to us and as now manifested to us through the sessions of the Synod.

His Beatitude also thanked the officials of the Curia for their prompt service.
He declared the Synod closed around 3 p.m. on 9 March 2006.

Thereafter the Synod Fathers went to the Chapel, prayed the Kaumo and
chanted the Quiglion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints. His Beatitude
the Catholicos imparted the apostolic blessing.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Synod

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA
THE THIRD HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
(7 -9 MARCH 2006)

GUIDELINES
Issued by the Synod

The Third Holy Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church did not arrive
at any decisions. However, it issued the following guidelines in the matters of
its discussion.

I. Formation in St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary

1. That there shall be diaconate ministry after the comprehensive
examination in October till the feast of Easter

2. That the priestly ordinations shall be held after the Easter.

3. That the practice of having a common retreat for the deacons before
ordained priests shall continue.

4. Thatthe above guidelines will come into effect from the next academic
year 2006-2007

5. Thatthe curriculum of Philosophy shall be updated in accordance with
the guidelines given by the Synod.

6. That two chances shall be given for improvement to Seminarians who
fail in the examinations, both subject wise and comprehensive.

I1. Confirmation of the Synodal Commissions and the Orientation on their

Functions

7. The Synod confirmed the constitution of the Synodal Commissions
and directed that each should hold its first meeting as early as possible.

I11. The Pastoral Care of the Malankara Catholics in the
Extraterritorial Regions in India in the Light of the Recent Decision
of the CBCI

8. His Beatitude, the Catholicos shall follow up the decision of the CBCI,
that the Syro-Malankara and Syro-Malabar Catholic Churches may
appoint Apostolic Visitors for the pastoral care of their respective faithful
in the extraterritorial regions of the Churches.
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IV. Unifying the Various Titles in Use in our Church and the Names of
Ecclesial Offices

9. As far as possible, the names, titles, usages, etc. in our Church shall

conform with those in use in the Code of Canons of the Oriental
Churches.

V. Publication of the Malankara Catholic Directory

10. The Malankara Catholic Directory shall be published every three years.
The next edition shall be published in September 2006.

V1. Proposing Topics for the XI1 Ordinary General Assembly of Roman
Synod

11. The following topics shall be proposed for the XII Ordinary General
Assembly of the Roman Synod:

> The role of sui iuris Churches in the communion of the Universal
Church

» Faith formation in the context of globalisation
» The pastoral care of the Christian faithful and the shortage of priests
VII1. Holy Friday Collection for “Pro Terra Sancta”

12. The Synod advised all parishes to make the maximum collection in
favour of the Holy Land on Good Friday. The Eparchial Bishops shall
send the collection to the Apostolic Nunciature in India according to
the prevalent practice.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE
OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE THIRD HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Venerable Synod Fathers,

We thank God our Father, for the great opportunities given to us. During
these days we got the opportunity to look closer into our pastoral concerns, as
reflected in our agenda. We are happy that we could do something, along the
lines of our structural organisation, and we hope that they will be followed up
in our Eparchies and mission stations.

It is true that we focused our attention on the organizational structures of
our Church. This is the first step and perhaps the most basic one, as we need
to fix our apostolic works on firm juridical and ecclesial foundations. Thank
God that we could achieve it to certain extent with good results. The time that
we have spent to study the draft of the statutes of various organs of
administration could be seen as providing some basic criteria for our activities.
However, there is danger that we may imagine that the life of the Church is
ipso facto promoted and guaranteed.

Structures are only for protecting and ensuring the life and its fruits. The
real goal of our ecclesiastical endeavors is promoting divine life by love shared
and communicated to us by God through his Son in the Holy Spirit. We have
to see how this life is promoted in our Church, namely, in our Eparchies,
missions and institutions, both Religious and the Laity. Hence we shall try to
make use of all these preliminary structures to promote the divine life of love
and communion, for which our people should be prepared and guided. Thisis
done primarily through our liturgical and spiritual life. Hence we have given
some thought to renew and rearrange our liturgical books.

This Synod focused attention on the hierarchical and canonical arrangements
to be made for the faithful of our Church residing outside the canonical territorial
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boundaries of our Church. With the decision to recommend to the Apostolic
See to institute some sort of Episcopal ministry for each Church sui iuris, the
CBCI is now favorably disposed to find a temporary solution to the problem
of the pastoral care of the faithful of the Oriental Churches. Similarly, | hope
that the Bishops of America and the Apostolic See will formally consider our
request to constitute a stable hierarchical office for the pastoral care of our
faithful in the USA and elsewhere.

The time we have spent on our Major Seminary formation is very important
with regard to the life and mission of our Church. The dialogue with the staff
of the Seminary was fruitful. Similarly, the Synod’s meeting with the secretaries
of the various Synodal Commissions has given a good start and orientation to
the functioning of the commissions that we constituted.

Our reflections to suggest a theme for the next Roman Synod of Bishops
and our solicitude towards the needs of the Holy Land are practical ways to
express our solidarity with the Universal Church and to situate the Synodal
activity of our Church in the universal communion of Churches.

Venerable Brother Bishops, as you go back to your eparchies and engage
yourselves in the offices entrusted to you, be earnest promoters of life, love
and communion, which the world is in need of more than ever before. The
Malankara Catholic Church which we serve through our Episcopal ministry,
has fostered the active participation of all in its day to today life through out its
history. The Synodal Commissions and other forums of ecclesial life are
opportunities for our people for their active participation in the Church.

As | referred in my opening address, we are in the Lenten season. The
prayerful season has contributed much to the deliberations and the success of
this Synod. Let the days of the Lent lead us to a renewed commitment in our
ministry. May the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in whom the Word
became flesh and through whom He was given to world and whom we see
standing under the Cross when the Son was offering himself for the
reconciliation of the world with the Father and who was with the Apostles
when they received the Holy Spirit, be with us in our pilgrim journey during
these days of the Lent and thereafter.

With deep sentiments of gratitude to all those who worked behind the
successful end of this Synod, | declare the Third Holy Episcopal Synod of our
Church closed.

May God bless us and our Church.

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Catholicos
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THE MALANKARA EPISCOPAL SYNOD
BEGINS TODAY AT THE CATHOLICATE CENTRE

Trivandrum: The Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church
begins today (07-03-06) at the Catholicate Centre at Pattom, Trivandrum. In
the Synod presided over by Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos, the Major
Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, Bishops Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, Thomas Mar Koorilos, Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Isaac
Mar Cleemis, Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Joshua Mar Ignathios and Joseph
Mar Thomas will participate. The topics on the agenda of the Synod are the
functions of the various Synodal Commissions, the progress of the codification
of the Particular Law, the convocation of the Malankara Catholic Assembly,
etc. The Synod will end on 9 March 2006. There will be a meeting of the
Chairmen and the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions on that day.

Sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC

Chancellor
07.03.2006
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THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC
EPISCOPAL SYNOD CONCLUDED

The Malankara Episcopal Synod that was in session from 7 to 9 March
2006, ended with a call to accept the Gospel values of simplicity and the spirit
of poverty in the context of the growing tendency in the human society to
dedicate the mind on wealth and the abundant supply of consumer goods. In
the concluding message to the Synod, Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos invited everyone to spread through every structure and
dimension of the Church the divine life that was shared and transmitted by
Jesus Christ in the contemporary society in which hate and violence are growing.
He requested everyone to make sure that this divine life is transmitted to every
sphere of its mission.

The Synod opined that the Church has to become lively through sacramental
life centered on the parish. The Synod decided to plan out projects and activities,
through the Synodal Commission, that would help to nourish parish life.

One of the basic missions entrusted to the Malankara Catholic Church is
the unity of the Churches. The Synod pointed out that no action shall come
forth from any one of the Church that would affect this unity.

Sd/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor

09.03.2006

43



Documentation

DOCUMENTATION

THE ERECTION OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE OF TIRUVALLA
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF ISAAC MAR CLEEMIS
AS ITS FIRST METROPOLITAN-ARCHBISHOP

The Second Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic
Church decided to raise the Eparchial See of Tiruvalla as a
Metropolitan See and to erect the ecclesiastical province of
Truvalla with Bathery and Muvattupuzha as its suffragan
sees. It also decided to appoint His Excellency Isaac Mar
Clemis as its First Metropolitan Archbishop.
On 19 December 2005, His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos sent the letter
of consultation to the Holy See (to the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches), according to the norm of CCEO
c 85 8 1, through the Apostolic Nunciature in India.
On 7 May 2006 His Eminence Ignace Cardinal Moussa
Daoud, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches sent to His Beatitude the letter of favourable
opinion of the Holy See. His Beatitude decreed the elevation
of the Eparchial See of Tiruvalla to the status of Metropolitan
See and the erection of the Ecclesiastical Province of
Tiruvalla and the appointment of its First Metropolitan-
Archbishop on 14 May 2006. These canonical provisions
were announced in the Universal Church on 15 May 2006.
The announcement was made in Rome at 12 noon local time
and at St. John’s Cathedral Tiruvalla at 3.30 p.m. IST. The
installation of the First Metropolitan-Archbishop took place
on 10 June 2006.
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Letter of Consultation to the Holy See

19" December 2005
His Eminence
Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud
Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
Via della Concilliazione 34
00193 Roma, Italy.

Sub:  Erection of a new Ecclesiastical Province in the Syro-Malankara Major
Archiepiscopal Church, Kerala.

Your Eminence,

After the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the juridical status of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church on 10" February 2005, the Church is fast growing in
its life and Mission. Invoking God’s Blessings on our Church we are trying to
organize the life and apostolic works of it more effectively with the blessings and
guidance of the Holy See.

We have already held two official meetings of our Holy Synod and had the
opportunity to reflect in detail towards further development. In the meeting of the
Synod, held from 1%t— 3 December 2005, one of the most important issues discussed
was the erection of a new ecclesiastical province, namely, the province of Tiruvalla
elevating the present Eparchy of Tiruvalla to a Metropolitan Eparchy, with the
Eparchy of Bathery and Muvattupuzha as suffragan Eparchies to the new Metropolitan
Eparchy of Tiruvalla. His Excellency Isaac Mar Cleemis is proposed to be appointed
as the Metropolitan of the new Metropolitan Eparchy of Tiruvalla.

After studying the case the proposal was unanimously accepted by the Holy Synod
and it was decided to submit it to the Holy See. All the relevant information and the
details of the Eparchies are included in our letter of request as well as the prospects
of the new Province which is sufficiently explained in the memorandum.

Hence, as authorized by the Holy Synod, I am submitting the proposal to the
Holy See via the Apostolic Nunciature for approval in the light of Can 85/1 (CCEQ)
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to Your Eminence to do the needful in this regard. Our proposal, which has
unanimously been decided in the Holy Synod is:

1. to erect the Ecclesiastical Province of Tiruvalla, elevating the present Eparchy
of Tiruvalla to the status of a Metropolitan Eparchy with the suffragan Sees of Bathery
and Muvattupuzha and

2. to appoint His Excellency Isaac Mar Cleemis, the present Bishop of Tiruvalla,
as Metropolitan of the new Metropolitan Eparchy of Tiruvalla.

If any further information or formalities are needed we are only happy to provide
with them.

Requesting Your Eminence’s Blessings and Prayers,
Your Eminence’ most humbly in Our Lord,
sd/-
+ Cyril Mar Baselios,

Major Archbishop of
The Malankara Major Archiepiscopal Church
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Ecclesiastical Province of Tiruvalla

19" December 2005
His Grace
Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio
Apostolic Nunciature
50-C, Niti Marg, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi-110 021

Sub: Erection of a new Ecclesiastical Province in the Syro-Malankara
Major Archiepiscopal Church, Kerala
Your Grace,

After the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the juridical status
of a Major Archiepiscopal Church on 10" February 2005, the Church is fast
growing in its life and Mission. Invoking God’s Blessings on our Church we
are trying to organize the life and apostolic works of it more effectively with
the blessings and guidance of the Holy See.

We have already held two official meetings of our Holy Synod and had the
opportunity to reflect in detail towards further development. In the meeting of
the Synod, held from 1%t — 3" December 2005, one of the most important issues
discussed was the erection of a new ecclesiastical province, namely, the province
of Tiruvalla with the Eparchy of Bathery and Muvattupuzha as suffragan
Eparchies to the new Metropolitan Eparchy of Tiruvalla. His Excellency Isaac
Mar Cleemis is proposed to be appointed as the Metropolitan of the new
Metropolitan Eparchy of Tiruvalla.

After studying the case the proposal was unanimously accepted by the Holy
Synod and it was decided to submit it to the Holy See. All the relevant
information and the details of the Eparchies are included in our letter of request
as well as the prospects of the new Province which is sufficiently explained in
the memorandum.

I request Your Grace to forward our proposal to the Holy See for further
action in the light of Can 8581 (CCEQ), with your recommendation.

Requesting Your Grace’s Blessings,
Yours lovingly in Our Lord,
sd/-
+ Cyril Mar Baselios,
Major Archbishop of the Malankara Major Archiepiscopal Church

P.S. Please find enclosed two sets of the Memorandum.
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Ecclesiastical Province of Tiruvalla

7 aprile 2006

. O T AT 0093 Roma
X (‘()‘N(JRL('\ o Wia della Conciliazione, 34
PRO ECCLESIIS ORIENTALIBUS Indirizzo postale: 00120 Cita del Vaticano

Prot. N. 19/2006

Beatitudine,

Con pregiata Lettera del 19 dicembre scorso, Vostra Beatitudine informava circa la
decisione del Sinodo Siro-Malankarese di erigere una nuova Provincia ecclesiastica, elevando
I’Eparchia di Tiruvalla a Sede Metropolitana, con le Eparchie suffraganee di Bathery e
Muvattupuzha, promuovendo alla dignita di Arcivescovo Metropolita 1’Ecc.mo Isaac Mar Cleemis.

Avendo particolarmente a cuore il bene di codesta Chiesa e tenuto conto
dell’importante opera di evangelizzazione compiuta negli ultimi 75 anni dall’Eparchia di Tiruvalla,
nonché i profondi legami che la vincolano con le sedi di Bathery e Muvattupuzha, la Sede
Apostolica esprime il parere favorevole circa I'intenzione del Sinodo di elevarla a Metropolia ed
il suo Gerarca ad Arcivescovo Metropolita.

Nell'esprimere a Vostra Beatitudine gioia e profonda vicinanza a tutta la Chiesa Siro-
Malankarese, mi valgo della lieta circostanza per confermarmi con sensi di distinto ossequio

Suo dev.mo
+/4‘T fﬂ/“@%/

& Ignace Moussa Card. Daoud
Patriarca emerito di Antiochia dei Siri, Prefetto

e s Tl
¥ Antonio Maria Vegl}%
' Segretario

A Sua Beatitudine

Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, O.1.C.

Arcivescovo Maggiore di Trivandrum dei Siro-Malankaresi
Major Archbishop's House

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695 004

Kerala, India
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07 April 2006
00193 Roma
Via della Conciliazione, 34
Indirizzo Postale: 00120 Citta del Vaticano

CONGREGATION
FOR THE ORIENTAL

CHURCHES

Prot. N. 19/2006

Beatitude,

With the letter of 19 December last, Your Beatitude informed the decision
of the Synod of the Syro-Malankarites to erect a new ecclesiastical Province,
elevating the Eparchy of Tiruvalla to a Metropolitan See with suffragan
Eparchies of Bathery and Muvattupuzha, promoting His Excellency Isaac Mar
Cleemis to the dignity of Metropolitan Archbishop.

Having particularly at heart the good of said Church and having taken account
of the importance of the work of evangelization undertaken for the last 75
years by the Eparchy of Tiruvalla, as well as, the profound bonds with which
the sees of Bathery and Muvattupuzha are bound to it, the Apostolic See
expresses its favourable opinion about the intention of the Synod to elevate it
to a Metropolitanate and its Hierarch to a Metropolitan Archbishop.

While expressing to Your Beatitude joy and profound closeness to the entire
Syro-Malankara Church, I also avail myself on this happy occasion to convey
my personal regards.

Yours most devotedly
sd/-

+Ignace Moussa Card. Daoud
Patriarch Emeritus of Antioch of the Syrians,
Prefect

sd/-

+Antonio Maria Veglio
Secretary

To His Beatitude

Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, O.1.C.

Major Archbishop of Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites
Major Archbishop’s House
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695 004

Kerala, India.
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Dated 13.05.2006

To

His Grace Archbishop Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio in India

Apostolic Nunciature

50-C, Nitimarg, Chanakyapuri,

New Delhi 110021

Subject: The announcement of the erection of the ecclesiastical province of
Tiruvalla and the appointment of its First Metropolitan Archbishop

Your Grace,

It is with immense happiness and gratitude that we received the
communication from the Apostolic See on our consultation with it for creating
anew ecclesiastical province, namely, Tiruvalla, in the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church and the appointment of Bishop Isaac Mar Clemis as its First
Metropolitan-Archbishop. | have shared the news with all our Bishops and
the hierarchical heads of the Church in India.

We thankfully acknowledge Your Grace’s valuable intervention and direction
in this matter.

We have proposed to make the announcement solemnly at 3.30 p.m. on 15
May 2006, at St. John’s Cathedral, Tiruvalla.

With fraternal greetings
Yours in Our Lord

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Major Archbishop-Catholicos.
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Prot. No. 1/ 2006
DECREE

MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,

Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

The Church in India tracing its origin from the preaching of St. Thomas the
Apostle of Jesus Christ grew up under various traditions in the past centuries.
The Syro-Malankara Church regained communion with the Universal Church
under the leadership of Archbishop Mar Ivanios of venerable memory in the
year 1930. The Hierarchy of this Church was constituted in the year 1932 by
His Holiness Pope Pius XI of venerable memory through the Apostolic
Constitution Christo Pastorum Principi, consisting of Trivandrum as the
Metropolitan See and the Eparchy of Tiruvalla as its suffragan. The Church
increased in number and grew in strength on its ancient apostolic tradition and
faith. “Considering the brilliant position of the Church” His Holiness Pope
John Paul 11 of happy memory elevated this Church as a Major Archiepiscopal
Church “with all rights and obligations prescribed in the Code of Canons of
the Oriental Churches” (Apostolic Bull Ab ipso sancto Thoma). Thereafter,
our humble self, was appointed Major Archbishop by the Holy Father, and
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was duly installed as Catholicos according to the sacred tradition of this Church.
And further, the Holy Episcopal Synod of this Church was constituted as per
the norms of the Holy Canons.

The Holy Episcopal Synod in session on 1 and 2 December 2005, decided
to create Metropolitan Provinces in our Church to carry out the effective pastoral
care for our faithful. The same Holy Synod, considering the unique historical
position of the See of Tiruvalla as the cradle of the ecclesial communion
movement and as the mother of other eparchies of our Church, consented to
elevate it to the status of a Metropolitan See. The Holy Synod recommended
to create the Metropolitan Province of Tiruvalla with the Eparchial Sees of
Bathery and Muvattupuzha as its Suffragan Sees. Therefore, after due
consultation with the Apostolic See, by virtue of CCEO canon 85, I, Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, hereby, elevate the See of Tiruvalla to the status of a
Metropolitan See and constitute the Ecclesiastical Province of Tiruvalla with
the Eparchies of Bathery and Muvattupuzha as its Suffragan Sees. The New
Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla and the Ecclesiastical Province of Tiruvalla will
enjoy all rights, duties and privileges as envisaged in the Code of Canons of
the Eastern Churches and as specified in the particular law and legitimate
customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The boundary of the
Metropolitan Eparchy of Tiruvalla shall be the same as that of the former
Eparchy of Tiruvalla, while the boundary of the Ecclesiastical Province of
Tiruvalla shall be the combined geographical boundaries of the Eparchies of
Tiruvalla, Bathery and Muvattupuzha.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this our decree
and the new arrangement shall be helpful to the apostolic life and work of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and produce abundant fruits for this Church
in communion with the entire Universal Church.

Given at Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate
Centre on the fourteenth day of the month of May 2006, in the year of our
Lord, the second year of Our Major Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/-

MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

sd/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Documentation

Decree of Appointment

THE SYRO MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

APPOINTMENT
OF ISAAC MAR CLEEMIS
AS THE METROPOLITAN ARCHBISHOP
OF THE METROPOLITAN SEE OF TIRUVALLA

Prot. No. 2 / 2006
DECREE

MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpectual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fraternal greetings and apostolic blessings to our venerable Brother BISHOP
ISAAC MAR CLEEMIS, Eparch of Tiruvalla of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, who has been elevated as the Metropolitan-Archbishop of
the See of Tiruvalla which has been raised to the status of a Metropolitan See.

Christ the Good Shepherd always provides pastors and leaders for his flock,
the Church. Now that we have raised the See of Tiruvalla to the status of a
Metropolitan See as per the decision of the Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church
and after consultation with the Apostolic See, we now turn our attention to
provide a vigilant pastor of souls to the newly erected administrative unit of
our Church. Hence, in our apostolic solicitude, with the consent of the same
Holy Episcopal Synod and in consultation with the Apostolic See, by virtue of
canons 85 and 86 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, We, Moran
Mar Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, hereby, appoint you Metropolitan Archbishop of the newly
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erected Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
You will have the rights and duties inherent in your office and status. You are
obliged to strictly safeguard all the requirements prescribed by the Code of
Canon Law of the Oriental Churches and the particular law and legitimate
customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Venerable Brother, having been raised to a new position in your ministry,
you should continue to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be
poured out on the entire people of God of the newly erected Metropolitan
Province of Tiruvalla. Your sacerdotal ministry since 1986, Episcopal ministry
since 2001 and your inspiring Episcopal leadership for the Eparchy of Tiruvalla
since 2003 had been for the greater Glory of God and the good of His people.
This new ecclesial administrative system that we establish as a follow up of
the juridical status to which our Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has been
raised by the Apostolic See shall be a symbol of the apostolic vitality of our
Church. To bring all the separated brethren of the St. Thomas Christian tradition
of India together is a ministry most close to the heart of the Church. You shall
set before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors of the Universal
Church and the ardent prophetic zeal of Archbishop Mar Ivanios of venerable
memory and the illustrious prelates of our Church. Hence, you shall exercise
the rights and obligations of your office for the good of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church and the entire universal Catholic communion of the People
of God.

Nothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our decree
and new appointment shall produce abundant fruits for the Malankara Catholic
Church in the communion of the entire Christian faithful of the Universal
Church,

Given in Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate
Centre on the fourteenth day of the month of May 2006, in the year of our
Lord, the second year of Our Major Archiepiscopal Catholicate.

sd/-

MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Ecclesiastical Province of Tiruvalla

Translation of the News from the Vatican Website on 15.05.2006

FROM THE ORIENTAL CATHOLIC CHURCHES, 15.05.2006

FROM THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES

ERECTION OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE OF THE SYRO-
MALANKARITES (INDIA) AND THE NOMINATION OF THE FIRST
METROPOLITAN ARCHBISHOP

His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, the Major Archbishop of
Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites, with the consent of the Synod of Bishops
and after having consulted the Apostolic See, has erected, according to the
norm of CCEO. can 85 § 1, the ecclesiastical province of Tiruvalla of the
Syro-Malankarites, elevating the Eparchy of Tiruvalla to a metropolitan see
with the suffragan Eparchies of Bathery and Muvattupuzha.

With such actual provision, the Bishop of Tiruvalla, His Excellency Isaac

Mar Cleemis Thottunkal has become the first Metropolitan Archbishop of
Tiruvalla of the Syro-Malankarites

His Excellency Isaac Mar Cleemis Thottunkal

Is born on 15 June 1959 at Mukkoor, Eparchy of Tiruvalla, of the State of
Kerala. He was ordained a priest on 11 June 1986 for the Eparchy of Bathery.
From 1989 to 1991 he was the Vice-Rector of the Seminary of Bathery and
Parish Priest of the Cathedral. From 1991 he frequented the Faculty of Theology
at Angelicum, where he obtained the Doctorate. Returned to India and was
first Chancellor and later Syncellus of the Eparchy of Bathery.

On 29 May 2001, he was nominated by Holy Father John Paul 11 the Auxiliary
Bishop of Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites, with the charge as Apsotolic
Visitator for the same faithful in North America and Europe.

On 11 September 2001 he was nominated the residential Bishop of the
Eparchy of Tiruvalla of the Syro-Malankarites.

[00719-01.02]

[B0250-xx.01].
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Ecclesiastical Province of Tiruvalla

50-C, NITI MARG, CHANAKYAPURI

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE FOR INFORMATION NEW DELHI- 110021
IN INDIA § -
N. 10.676/06
STATEMENT

His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios, Major Archbishop of the Syro-
Malankara Church, with the consent of the Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Church and having consulted the Apostolic See, has decided to erect the
Metropolitan Province of Tiruvalla with the Eparchy of Tiruvalla as its
Metropolitan See and the Eparchies of Bathery and Muvattupuzha as its
suffragans, elevating the Eparch of Tiruvalla, Most Rev. Isaac Mar
Cleemis as its Metropolitan Archbishop.

The ecclesiastical provisions will be made public in Rome on

Monday 15% May at noon local time, corresponding to 15.30 hours
Indian time.

New Delhi, 15 May 2006
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Ecclesiastical Province of Tiruvalla

CONGREGATION
FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES

Prot.N. 19/2006

Message for the Installation Ceremony of the Metropolitan
Archbishop of Tiruvalla

I am pleased to convey my cordial greetings to the Archbishop on June 10,
2006. The erection of a new ecclesiastical province, the elevation of the
Archdiocese of Tiruvalla, and the election of His Excellency Isaac Mar Cleemis
Thottungal as the Metropolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla, all point to the
remarkable growth of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church within a short span
of time.

The epoch inaugurating the re-union event associated with Archbishop
Geevarghese Mar lvanios and Bishop Jacob Mar Theophios on September 20,
1930, has served as a reminder for the separated St. Thomas Christians of the
importance not only of organic union but of that unity which is communion.
The elevation of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church to the status of a Major
Archiepiscopal Church, on February 10, 2005, marked the crown of that re-
union movement and the recognition of the Church’s maturity. Your Church
has shown genuine and responsible governance in the context of a new
hierarchical structure. With the erection of the new ecclesiastical province of
Tiruvalla, there is certain to be an increase in the degree of juridical and pastoral
co-ordination.

The new Archdiocese of Tiruvalla conveyed a steady development ever
since its establishment on November 6, 1933. The dedicated leadership of the
venerable bishops, beginning with His Excellency Jacob Mar Theophilos
contributed significantly to the progress and positive evolution of the diocese.
The two dioceses bifurcated from Tiruvalla; the diocese of Bathery in 1978
and the diocese of Tiruvalla. In addition to the cause to promote reunion, another
example of the engagement of the Church in social initiatives pertains to the
expansion of educational opportunities, including, such charitable endeavours
as hospitals and health care training facilities, and also a Syriac research Centre.
Further, it is noteworthy that the Church is actively committed to ecumenical
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programs and projects, especially concerning the promotion of interreligious
dialogue.

Be assured of any my profound hope that today’s celebration of the erection
of the new ecclesiastical province will also bring about a future for the Syro-
Malankara Church in that region which is filled with fresh joy and vision. And
in closing may | add a further congratulations to His Excellency Isaac Mar
Cleemis as he assures the duties of Metrpolitan Archbishop of Tiruvalla. May
God grant His most abundant graces and blessing.

Sd/-
+ Ignace Moussa Card. Daoud
Patriarch emeritus of Antioch of the Syrians, Prefect
Congregation for the Oriental Church, Rome

Sd/-
+ Antonio Maria Veglio
Secretary
Vatican City, 27 May 2006
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Meeting of Secretaries

The Meeting of the
Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions

Report

A meeting of the Secretaries of various Synodal Commissions was held at
Thirusannidhi, the Major Archbishop’s house, Pattom, at 10 a.m. on 9 March
2006, after the morning session of the Holy Episcopal Synod. His Beatitude
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop Catholicos, Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Issac Mar Cleemis, Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios were present at the meeting. Sixteen out of the Eighteen
Commission Secrataries, namely,

1.

2O 0N AN

were present.

Very Rev. Corepiscopo Geevarghese Mannikarottu
Rev. Dr. Kuriakose Thadathil

Rev. Fr. Job Kalluvilayil

Rev. Fr. Cherian Thazhamon

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kannamkulam

Rev. Fr. Antony Kakkanattu

Rev. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC

Rev. Fr. Kurian Valuparampil

Rev. Fr. Thomas Naickaparampil

. Rev. Fr. Thomas Reji OIC

. Rev. Fr. George Kalayil

. Rev. Fr. Samuel Kattukallil

. Rev. Fr. Abraham Kackanatt

. Rev. Fr. Isaac Kochery

. Rev. Fr. Wilson Thattaruthundil
16.

Mr. Jomi Thomas

Very Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC
Rev. Fr. Jose Mariadas OIC
Rev. Fr. Premkumar
excused themselves due to inconveniences and unavoidable circumstances.
The meeting began with prayer led by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios

Catholicos.
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Report of Synodal Commissions

Inaugural Messages

The Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
welcomed the members. In his welcome speech he reminded everyone the
need for coming together in the growth and development of the Church —
coming together - indicates the standing together, which symbolizes the sign
of growth; working together is the key to success. Bringing together the faithful
and facilitating their participation in the daily life of the Church, is the objective
of the various Synodal Commissions. It is through the co-operation of the
Clergy, Religious and Laity that the life and apostolic activities in the Church
should be promoted.

In his inaugural address, His Beatitude congratulated the Secretaries for
having undertaken their new mission for the Church. He highlighted the
importance of each commission in the Synodal administration of our Church.
The Synodal structure is the foundation of our ecclesiastical administration
and the commissions are the constituent organs of this structure. The goal of
each commission should be to promote the life of the Church. Therefore, each
commission should help the faithful of the Malankara Church to witness an
authentic Christian life, which is basically ecclesial. It should maintain a unity
of vision in exercising the various apostolic activities. It is only through this
way that the Church would be able to carryout her mission which is
evangelization. It is on this basis that they should chalk out a plan of action
with regard to their respective commission. In brief, the working of the
commission depends mainly on its members. It is up to them to foresee the
needs of the Church and to help the Holy Synod to undertake suitable measures
for the good of the entire people of God.

The Orientation Talk

After the inaugural address, Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, delivered an orientation speech
on the role and functions of the Synodal Commissions in the Malankara ecclesial
life.

The Synodal Commissions are parts of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
according to CCEO cc 114 and 124. The offices of the curia are founded on
the principles of communion and subsidiarity in ecclesial administration. Hence
the Chairmen of the Commissions, Bishops, are co-operators with the
Catholicos in the exercise of his administrative powers. Likewise, the members
of the commission are sharers in his important responsibilities. The Major
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Archiepiscopal Curia could be compared to the Roman Curia while the Synodal
Commissions, to the Pontifical Councils. An active Synodal Commission is
an important organ towards the building up of the Church.

Discussions and Interventions

Time was allotted for discussions and interventions. Proposals and
clarifications were made. All these helped the group to clarify the following
notions on the role of the Synodal Commissions in the life of the Malankara
Catholic Church. The Synodal Commissions are ecclesial organs to integrate
the pastoral and evangelical vision and action of the Church. They are to pay
heed to the various needs of the people in our community. They are to deepen
the spiritual life of the people through an active participation in the liturgical
services.

As for the future programme, it was decided that the first meeting of the
respective Synodal Commissions should be held at the earliest in order to
instruct the members, the aims of each commission and to adopt effective
means to achieve the same.

The meeting ended at 1.30 pm. with prayer led by His Excellency Most
Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios. The Major Archbishop’s House hosted a
lunch for the participants.

Prepared by:

Sr. Ardra SIC

Office Secretary

Major Archiepiscopal Curia
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Liturgy

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for Liturgy of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church was held on Friday, 26 May 2006 at Thirusannadhi,
the Major Archbishop’s House, Pattom, Trivandrum under the presidentship
of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos, the Chairman of the
Commission. Eleven members were present and four of them could not
participate because of grave inconveniences. The meeting began with prayer
led by Rev. Fr. P. T. Thomas. Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Thadathil, the Secretary of the
Commission welcomed the gathering. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
- Catholicos in his presidential address explained to the members their
obligations as members of the commission.

Thereafter, the meeting focused on the revision of the hand book of the
Holy Qurbono (Kurbanakramam). All the members brought with them the
text which was sent to them for their and proposals corrections. The following
were some of the important suggestions:

1. Give a brief description of the rubrics of the Holy Qurbono in the hand
book, that would be helpful for the altar boys.

2. Give the Malayalam translation of all the Syriac words which we use in
the Divine Liturgy

3. Hymns and prayers of the Holy Week and other Great Feasts of Our
Lord are to be included in the hand book of the Holy Qurbono.

4. Adgeneral instruction concerning the liturgical celebration should be given
as appendix in the hand book.

5. Anexpert in Malayalam language should be included in the Commission
for the language correction. On this score the members suggested the
names of Rev. Dr. Philip Chempakaserry and Mr. J. Villoth from Bathery.

After the Lunch-break, Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the
Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Curia spoke to the members of the
Commission explaining the aims and objectives of the Commission in the
context of our Church being raised to the hierarchical status of a Major
Archiepiscopal Church. He explained the mode and functioning of the Synodal
Commissions in general and the particular aims and objectives of the Synodal
Commission for Liturgy in particular. The following are some of his
suggestions:

The Synodal Commission for Liturgy is competent to promote and
regulate the sacred liturgy, chiefly of the sacraments.

It promotes liturgico-pastoral activity, especially the celebration and
the active participation of the People of God in the Holy Qurbono by
effective and suitable means.
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It sees to the drawing up and revision of liturgical texts. It furnishes
calendars and proper scriptural texts for the Holy Qurbono and Divine
Office.

It grants approval to translations of liturgical books and their adaptations
that have been lawfully prepared

It fosters commissions or institutes for promoting the liturgical apostolate
or sacred music, hymns or art.

It supports the erection of associations that promote liturgical life.
It safeguards the proper liturgical norms against abuses.

It assists the bishops in fostering para-liturgical prayers and other pious
practices of the faithful in consonance with the spirit of the liturgy.

The third session of the meeting focused on the renewal of the liturgy. The
members highlighted the popular sentiments of the faithful and their need for
new liturgical hymns. The task of composing and tuning new liturgical hymns
in accordance with the spirit and melody of the Malankara Liturgy, is entrusted
with Rev Fr. Philip Vaisyaneth.

Popular and pious devotions of the Malankara Church are to be fostered.
The members suggested to bring out a book of devotions with hymns and
prayers according to our Syrian-Malankara liturgical tradition. To this book
shall be added popular pious devotions such as Rosary, Way of the Cross, etc.
which have become prevalent among all Catholic faithful. Rev Mother
Philomena SIC came forward to undertake this task.

According to the Malankara liturgical year, there are seven liturgical seasons.
For each of these seasons, we have special canonical prayers in the Syriac text.
Unfortunately we have translated and used only that of the Easter season. The
prayers which we use during the season of the Sleebo (Exaltation of the Cross)
are not proper to the season. It is the prayer of the ordinary Wednesday which
is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Therefore, the committee members
asked Rev. Fr. Thomas Panicker and Rev. Fr. Thomas Parakott, the two Syriac
language experts from among the members, to translate the prayers and hymns
from the Syriac text and they whole heartedly accepted this challenging work.

Some members suggested that we should give a review of the revision of
the liturgical texts in our official publications like Aikyadeepam and Chraistava
Kahalam in order that the faithful may get prior information of the same and
could inform their suggestions and corrections to the concerned committee.

The Order of the Holy Qurbono (Taksa) and the Order of the Sacraments
(Kudasakramam) are to be reprinted. This will be included in the agenda of
the next meeting of the Commission, which will be on the second week of
August 2006.

The meeting ended at 4 o’clock with the concluding prayer by Rev. Fr. P. T.
Thomas.

Fr. Kuriakose Thadathil, Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Theology and Publication

Sub-section — Historical Desk

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for Theology and Publication
with its subsection, the Historical Desk, convened at Srothas, Pattom,
Trivandrum at 2 p.m. on 5 April 2006. This report is only on the deliberations
of the sub-section, Historical Desk His Excellency Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos chaired the meeting. Nine members participated in the meeting. They
are:

Mr. Jomi Thomas (Secretary)
Rev. Fr. Varghese Mavelil
Rev. Fr. Sylvester Kanjiramukalil OIC
Rev. Mother Philomena SIC
Mr. Joy Thazhamon
Mr. Peter C. Abraham
Mr. Cherian Panicker
Mr. Manoj Chandanappally
. Mr. Christal John
Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Chediath, Rev. Fr. P.T. Thomas and Mr. Varghese
Karippayil excused themselves due to inconveniences.

Message of the Chairman

His Excellency Thomas Mar Koorilos gave the introductory message. This
is the age in which the Malankara Catholic Church grows up fast. It is hence
essential that we foster deeper interest in the Theology and traditions of our
Church. We have to be vigilant over the vitiated ideas that are being spread in
recent times and that our people should be prepared to withstand such
theological problems. There is also a tendency, of late, to twist history and
confuse people with new interpretations. Hence our people have to be made
conscious of history. And this commission should shoulder the responsibility
to present to our people the truths of history.

This was followed by the self-introduction of the members.
The aims and objectives of the Synodal Commission

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of our Major Archiepiscopal
Curia gave a class to the participants on what the Malankara Catholic Church
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achieved with its elevation to the Major Archieiscopal status on 10 February
2005. From a historical persepective, the Church became fully autonomous in
the communion of the Universal Church, a cherished longing of the St. Thomas
Christians for centuries. He also explained the Synodal Ecclesial administration
that has come into effect in our Church. He introduced the Synodal commission
as a forum for the People of God to participate in the governance, life and
growth of the Church. He also tried to elucidate on the role of the Historical
Desk of the Synodal Commission for Theology and Publication. They are:

- The responsibility of preserving the artistic and historic patrimony of
the Church (valuable monuments and all documents and materials of
historical importance are treasures of the Church)

- The upkeep of the museums and archieves, especially of the Catholicate
Centre. It renders assistance to the eparchies in maintaining the historical
treasures of the eparchies.

- Scientific research to redact the true history of the Malankara Church
and to publish them.

After the class, there was a discussion for a deeper understanding of the aims

and objectives of the commission.

Proposals

The meeting also made certain proposals. There should be a study forum at
the ecclesial level for the Laity to learn the Theology of the Church, which
dates back to the apostolic faith and tradition.

To redact the history of the Church in simple language, to teach our children,
to establish parish libraries, to organise study forums after the model of
Maramon Convention, to publish a journal for the entire Church.

Conclusion

The chairman welcomed the suggestions whole heartedly and invited the
members for their follow up. He specially invited the members to engage
themselves in the coming months in the work redacting a documented history
of the Church. The members too happily welcomed the proposals of His
Excellency.

The meeting ended with prayer and tea.

Mr. Jomy Thomas
Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for The Clergy

The first meeting of the Syro-Malankara Synodal Commission for the Clergy
was held at 10 am on 06-04-2006 at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom. The meeting
was presided over by the Chairman of the Commission for Clergy, His
Excellency Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom. The following members were present.

His Excellency Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom (Chairman)
Fr. Thomas Naickamparambil (Secretary)
Corepiscopo Geevarghese Mannikarottu

Msgr. Joseph Plankala

Msgr. John Easwarankudiyil

Fr. Thomas Poovannal

Fr. James Mulackavilayil

Fr. Maria John

Fr. Antony Chethipuzha

Fr. Varghese Kunnumpurath

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC (Chancellor of the Curia)

The meeting started with a prayer and a reading of a passage from the Holy
Bible. The Chairman, His excellency, welcomed the participants. He highlighted
the importance of this commission. As the Church has entered into a very
important phase of its growth with the new status as a Major Archiepiscopal
Church, the clergy has a vital role to play in its present phase and for further
growth. Hence, the importance of this commission, His Excellency added that
at present all the members of this commission are priests, and if needed, we
will include some lay persons also in the commission.

The introduction of His Excellency was followed up by a short class by Fr.
Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor, on the canonical significance of the
new status of the Church and the importance and functioning of the various
commissions of the Synod, with special reference to the commission for the
clergy. According to him this Commission is deals with:

< matters regarding priests and deacons of the secular clergy; their persons
and pastoral ministry; and resources available to them for the exercise of
their ministry.

< the life, rights, and obligations of the clergy.

< matters that help the suitable distribution of priests.
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<= the ongoing education of clergy, especially concerning their sanctification
and the effective exercise of their pastoral ministry, primarily the preaching
of the Word of God.
< those matters as:
1. presbyteral councils, colleges of eparchial consultors, clerical
associations, pastoral councils, parishes, churches and shrines.
2. those matters concerning Holy Qurbono obligations as well as pious
wills in general and pious foundations
3. welfare of the priests, such their salary, allowances, insurance schemes,
pensions and old age healthcare, etc.

This was followed by a general discussion. At first the members wanted to
clarify the nature of the autonomy that the Church has attained with its new
status as a Major Archiepiscopal Church. There was a discussion on this topic.
This was followed by certain concrete suggestions and decisions. As the
commission’s primary concern is the clergy of the Church, it was decided that
a scientific survey must conducted to study the life of the clergy in the Malankara
Catholic Church. It was also decided to conduct common gatherings of the
diocesan clergy in three centres, namely, Bathery, Tiruvalla and Trivandrum in
the months of October and November, 2006. The meeting may start at 4.00 pm
and conclude at 4.00 pm on the following day. There could be a gap of one
week between these three meetings. The Vicar General and priest representative
of the hosting diocese shall be directly in charge of the conducting of these
meetings. The secretary of the commission shall see to the correspondence.
Invitations to these gatherings could be sent on the basis of the civil districts.
The themes to be dealt with in these meetings are: (i) the new status of the
Church and (ii) life and ministry of the Malankara Catholic clergy today.

It was decided that the next meeting of the clergy is to be conducted on 21
September, 2006.

The meeting was concluded at 1 pm with noon prayers and lunch.

Fr. Thomas Naickamparabil

Secretary
15-06-2006
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for the Religious

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for the Religious of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church was held on 22 March 2006 at the Catholicate
Centre at Pattom, Trivandrum. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, the
Chairman of the Commission presided over the meeting. The following
members were present

1. Rev. Fr. Thomas Reji Padinjattemelethil OIC (Secretary)
Very Rev. Fr. George Thomas Kallunkal OIC
Very Rev. Abbot Yesudas Thelliyil
Mother Benjamin SIC
Mother Lumina SIC
Mother Francina DM
Mother Serena SIC
Mother Rosetta SIC
Mother Philomena SIC

. Mother Leo DM
. Mother Patience SIC
. Mother Subha Theresa DM
. Mother Georgia DM
. Mother Lilly Thomas DM
. Sr. Theresi
. Sr. Maria Kuthiravattom OSS
. Sr. Constantina DSS
18. Sr. Leena GSS
Special Invitees
19. Rev. Fr. Thomas Manoj Odalil OIC

20. Bro. Peter CMSF
Members of the Synodal Commission and special invitees gathered at the
Catholicate Centre at 10 a.m. on 22 March 2006. Rev. Sr. Leena GSS made the
opening prayer. Fr. Thomas Reji OIC, the Secretary, welcomed Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, the Chairman of the Commission and other
members. After the welcome address, the members introduced themselves.
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The Presidential Address

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, the Chairman of the Commission,
delivered the presidential address. He emphasised the role, the religious life
had in the history of the Church and pointed out its dynamic existence and
functioning in the Church today. Religious life originated in the Church right
from its beginning and it is the source of the spiritual and ecclesial life of the
Church. The Malankara Church too, has its basis, the religious life for its
spiritual renaissance. The Bethany Congreations and the Congregation of the
Daughters of Mary got established in the Malankara Church through Archbishop
Mar lvanios and they imbibed his spirit of monastic life. It is the Religious
who have to sustain the Church through their ascetic life. Religious life is not
apart from the Church, it is in the Church. The Religious, participate in the
mission of the Church and remain in it fulfilling the mission of the Church. As
the Malankara Catholic Church has entered into an elevated status of its
existence and obligations, the role of the Religious in the life of the Church
and in its building up is all the more relevant and challenging.

After the opening address, Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC took a class
on the role of the Synodal Commissions in the administrative system of the
Church. On 10 February 2006 the Malankara Catholic Church became a fully
autonomous Church in the Communion of the Catholic Churches under its
Supreme Authority, the Roman Pontiff. The Malankara Church, continuing
the priestly, prophetic and royal functions of Jesus Christ, exercises the
sanctifying, teaching and governing powers in order to be a self-governing
Church in the communion of Churches. The Synodal Commissions co-operate
with the Catholicos and the Holy Synod in the exercise of these powers and
make it available to the People of God. According to him, the particular role
of the Synodal Commission for the Religious are:

- To supervise and promote the practice of ascetic life in its various forms in
the Malankara Catholic Church.

- To undertake the study on the suitability of the establishing of a particular
form of religious life before its canonical sanction to be given by the
eparchial bishops and the Major Archbishop-Catholicos. To study its
typicon or constitution or statutes before its approval by the competent
authority.

- To promote and supervise the conferences of Major Superiors and the
associations of the Religious.

85



Report of Synodal Commissions

- To co-ordinate the pastoral activities of the various Religious institutes
engaged in the pastoral ministry of the Church.

- To encourage institutions that would serve the common theological,
philosophical and missiological formation of the religious.

After the class of Fr. Antony, there was a discussion to elucidate on the role
of the Synodal Commissions as effective organs of the Curia in the
administration of the Church.

The meeting decided to hold another sitting at the Catholicate Centre on 19
May 2006. It was further decided that the above commission shall concentrate
on the study of the Law on Religious under the light of the CCEO. Sr. Anila
Christy DM should be the resource person for this.

Rev. Sr. Maria OSS thanked the gathering. The meeting ended with prayer
and lunch at 2 p.m.

Fr. Thomas Reji OIC
Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for The Laity

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for the Laity was held on 3
March 2006 at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. The following
members were present:

Nominated Members
Adv. Abraham Pattiyani, Delhi
Mrs. Sara Mani Kuriakose, Bombay
Mr. V P Thomas Vettikattil, Sultan Bathery
Mr. J Christhudas, Nedumangadu
Mr. Kripakaran, Thiruvananthapuram
Mr. Monson K Mathew, Adoor
Mr. Varghese Karippayil, Tiruvalla
Mr. Philip Ninan, Nilambur
Mr. Lawrence K Paul, Kunnamkulam

Mr. Paul Raj, Marthandam
Ex-Officio Members
Mr. Thomas John Thevarathu, President MCA
Mr. K O Thomas, Representative, Vincent de Paul
Mr. V Yesuraj, Representative, Legion
Special Invitee
Fr. Ignatius Thangalathil, Diocesean Director, MCA - Tiruvalla, participated
in the meeting from among the five eparchial directors of the MCA, who were
specially invited.
Mr. Georgekutty from the US could not turn up for the meeting. Adv Johnson
Abraham informed his inability to attend the meeting due to the KPCC meeting
under the leadership of Sonia Gandhi scheduled on the same day in Ernakulam.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the Chairman of the Commission
presided over the meeting. He welcomed the commission members and spoke
about the importance of the commission in planning out programmes for the
lay ministry in the Church. He invited the attention of the commission members
on the growing importance of Laity in the Church. He stressed that the Church
of tomorrow depends on the commitment of the Laity of today. Being aware of
this reality he asked the laity to be inspired in giving good leadership to our
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Church, as they did in the past. In particular, he brought forth the importance
of lay leadership among the Saint Thomas Christians. He also recalled the
Reunion Movement and its growth under the leadership of the laity.

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil, Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia,
spoke on the role of the Synodal Commissions in the general administration of
our Church. He elucidated it comparing the Major Archiepiscopal Curia to the
Roman Curia and the Synodal Commissions to the Pontifical Councils of the
Roman Curia. The commission is the competent authority to work with the
Chairman and the Holy Synod of the Malankara Catholic Church to promote
Christian mission with the help of the laity. Hence:

< it promotes and co-ordinates the apostolate of the laity and their Christian
life.
< iturges and supports lay people to participate in the life and mission of the
Malankara Catholic Church in their own way, as individuals and in
associations, especially in their special responsibility of assisting in filling
in the realm of temporal things with the spirit of the Gospel.
< it fosters joint action among laypeople in catechetical instruction, in
liturgical and sacramental life as well as in works of mercy, charity, and
social development.
it protects and promotes lay associations of the Christian faithful.
it assists the Major Archbishop-Catholicos in the approval and erection of
the associations of the Christian faithful with the study of their statutes for
recognition.
< it can erect institutes to conduct training programmes for the laity with the
approval of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, Synodal secretary for the laity commission, briefed
the members about the meetings of Vincent de Paul and Legion of Mary held
on 2 December 2005 and the Directors Meet of MCA and other laity
organizations on 3 March 2006. He informed the commission members that
necessary arrangements are made for the effective organization of the Vincent
de Paul and Legion of Mary in all the Eparchies. Directors meet also shall be
conducted in all the Eparchies.

This was followed with a sharing session. Some of the major concerns
expressed in the meeting include:

q q

1. Ecclesial Life: The MCA and other laity organizations should take the
ecclesial life seriously. The sacramental and liturgical life should be always
held in high esteem and all our activities should flow from it. The members
of the lay organizations should work with other members of the parish to
bear witness to Jesus in the region.
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2. Ecumenism and Reunion: The mission of the Malankara Catholic Church
to work for the reunion of all our separated brethren and the mission to
promote unity between Churches must receive an important place in the
activities of our laity organizations.

3. Research Wing: The human society is fast changing. It is our task to
introduce our Christian faith to the changing situations. For a better
articulation of Christian faith in the changing situation, one should closely
watch and analyze even the minute changes in the society. Considering the
importance of religion in politics in our society, we should cautiously guard
against all kinds of discrimination existing in our society. In particular, it
was observed, determinate action plan has to be drawn up to redress the
injustice towards the Nadar Malankara community, to which minority rights
are denied. This injustice is all the more obvious when we see that the
Nadar Christians belonging to other Christian denominations like the CSI
and Latin Catholic Church are beneficiaries of these rights. The same is
noticed in the case of politically motivated appointments to government
jobs. In order to resist such situations, it is suggested that we should
systematically make all efforts to study any discrimination against the people
of our community. It is also suggested that we should possibly look into
the areas where we need political action.

4. Education: Our laity should take special interest in the better education
of our children. In line with the CBCI (Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
India) decision of 2006, we should make sure that all our children receive
at least a higher secondary education. The innovative possibilities in the
field of education and different areas of job opportunities shall be explored
and made available to our people.

5. Human Resources: Our community is known through our members.
Influential people in all walks of life are our asset. We should be conscious
of this and should leave no stone unturned in our effort to promote our
people in the different areas of scientific, social and political activities.

6. Extravagance: Our people are to be educated to avoid extravagance in
their personal life and also in ecclesial life. Today many people spend a lot
of money for false prestige and celebrations. Such pomp and show leads
many to poverty. It is seen not only in personal life, but also in the ecclesial
life. At times even the celebrations in the Church give wrong witness to
the people. The extravagances in our celebrations are to be controlled. The
money saved shall be used for the development of our community and
society.

7. Economic Well Being: Poverty still persists in our community. There are
people in our community who are still struggling for proper food, clothing,
treatment and shelter. The minimum economic well being of the members
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of our community should be ensured through different activities of the lay
organizations. Besides through possible services of the social service
departments and the financial assistance through Vincent de Paul Society,
the community should find means to support all our people in need.

8. Health Care and concern for the Aged: The issue of good health, concern
for the aged, etc., should be attended to with care. Alienation and feeling
of loneliness are on the increase. We have to be concerned about building
up solidarity among people.

The following proposals for action were accepted in the commission
meeting:
1. The next commission meeting shall be held on July 15, 2006 at Pattom.

2. Acore group is elected to help the Chairman and secretary in the functioning
of the Commission. Mr. K.O. Thomas, Monson K. Mathew and Philip
Ninan are its members. Mr. V. P. Thomas who is entrusted with the
responsibility of the office will be an ex-officio member of the group.

3. The core group is asked to prepare a guideline for the smooth functioning
of the Commission. It is to be finalized in consultation with the other
commissions and will be subjected for the final decision to the Holy Synod.

4. It is proposed to prepare a draft on the rights and duties of the laity in
accordance with the teachings of the Church and the customs of the
Malankara Catholic Church.

5. Itis suggested that the commission members should study the teachings
of the Church on the lay ministry. They should also pay attention to the
policies taken in the regional Bishop’s Councils like FABC, CBCI, KCBC
on the lay apostolate. Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC and Mrs. Sara Mani Kuriakose
agreed to gather the relevant documents and make them available to the
members.

6. As per the decision of the Holy Synod Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the
Chancellor requested the commission members to take care to establish
the Eparchial Commission for the Laity in all Eparchies. The commission
agreed on taking necessary steps towards the realization of the proposal.

7. Since electioneering is in progress to elect representatives to the State
Assembly, it was suggested that the Commission should humbly request
the Holy Synod to make an appeal to the political leadership in Kerala to
propose concrete steps to tackle the discrimination against the Malankara
Nadar Christians.

The meeting was concluded at 8.00 p.m. with prayer.

Fr. Mathai Kadavil OIC
Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for Faith Formation was held
on 18 March 2006 at Santhinilayam, Tiruvalla. Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos, the Chairman of the Synodal Commission, presided over the meeting.
The secretary, Fr. Antony Kakkanatt, and other fourteen members participated
in the meeting.

Bishop Thomas Mar Koorilos gave the introductory talk explaining the
need, importance and the obligation of the Commission for faith formation in
the Malankara Catholic Church.

Fr. Antony Kakkanatt presented the catechetical vision of the Malankara
Catholic Church and the various areas of immediate concern. Ten topics were
discussed during the meeting.

1. Catechetical Texts - Catechism of the Malankara Catholic Church

The Synodal Commission evaluated the preparation and the publication of
the Catechism of the Malankara Catholic Church in Malayalam, Tamil, English,
and Kannada languages. The members expressed satisfaction at the publication
of the Malayalam catechism text up to standard ten, Tamil texts up to standard
nine and the English text up to standard seven.

The preparation and publication of the teaching-aids, including the teacher’s
guide, visual teaching aids, audio cassettes for songs in the text books and
other teaching materials, was discussed and arrived at a consensus to go ahead
with the plan. Similarly, the preparation and the publication of the Catechetical
Directory of the Malankara Catholic Church giving the catechetical vision of
our Church was recommended.

2. Teachers’ Formation

The members shared the need of a formation programme for the teachers at
the Eparchial and Ecclesial level. Agroup of persons should be trained specially
for the teachers’ training.

3. The Evaluation of the Catechetical Programme

The dynamics of conducting examination at the Eparchial level and Ecclesial
level was discussed. Certificates could be issued at both levels of participation.
Similarly, it was pointed out that new methods should be adopted to evaluate
both the information and the formation realms of catechesis.

A special committee should be formed to evaluate the present catechism
texts.

4. Additional Texts for Catechesis.
It was unanimously agreed that no additional text should be introduced
along with the catechism of the Malankara Catholic Church. If any Eparchy
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wants supplementary text to the official catechism of the Malankara Catholic
Church, it should obtain the prior sanction for the same from.

5. Adult Catechesis

The adult catechesis is an important aspect in the life of the Church. Arranged
catechesis should be provided to the youth, the middle aged and the senior
citizens. The Commission is planning to present an adult catechetical
programme for the faithful of the Malankara Church.

6. Catechetical Magazine

The catechetical department of the Malankara Catholic Church is planning
to publish a catechetical magazine. It will serve as the best means to
communicate ideas and news concerning the catechetical department. It will
also be a means to teach the students and to help the teachers. The Malankara
Balan, the catechetical magazine of the Archdiocese of Trivandrum could be
used as the catechetical organ for the whole Malankara Catholic Church. A
decision to this effect is expected to ensure in the next session of the Synod.

7. The Use of Films and Audio Cassettes for the Promotion of Christian
Values

The catechetical commission could utilize all the modern communication
media to propogate gospel teachings. The presentation of films based on Gospel
values and audio cassettes of devotional songs and homilies will help to foster
the authentic Christian life.

8. Vacation Programmes

All the Eparchies have a vacation programme for their children. They are
known as B.O.C, B.B.S, Jesus Camp, Yesu Darsan, etc. It was suggested that
a common theme should be chosen for the vacation programmes by the
commission itself. A unified vacation programme should be helpful to the faith
formation of the Malankara Catholic Church.

9. Moral Education in Schools

The commission discussed about the possibility of presenting texts for moral
education in our schools.

10. Bible Artsfestival (Kalolsavam) for the Children

The Bible Kalolsavam which is conducted in each Eparchy will be celebrated
at the Church level. The commission discussed the possibility of conducting
Bible Kalolsavam at the Church level.

The catechetical directors of each eparchy and the catechetical director for
out-side Kerala explained the present catechetical situation in their respective
places. The other participants shared their valuable suggestions during the
discussion.

Fr. Antony Kakkanatt
Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation was
held on 5 March 2006 at St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum. The meeting began at 10.00 a.m. with a prayer by His Excellency.
The Participants:

His Excellency Thomas Mar Koorilos (Chairman)
Rev. Dr. George Kalayil (Secretary)
Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil
Rev. Dr. Samuel Vazhayil
Rev. Dr. Thomas Kanjiramukalil
Rev. Dr. Mariadasan
Rev. Fr. Shaji Makkapallil
Rev. Dr. Sr. Anila Christy DM
. Dr. Mary Panachakel
10. Mrs. Rose Mary
11. Mr. C.P. Thomas
The following members could not attend the meeting due to various reasons.
Rev. Dr. James Puthuparambil OIC
Dr. Babu Philip
Mr. Alexander Jacob IPS
Mr. Benjamin Thomas
Mr. Shaji Kooliyath

His Excellency, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Chairman of the
Commission presided over the meeting. He accorded a warm welcome to all
the members.

The Bishop, in his opening message, explained the purpose of the
constitution of the Synodal Commissions in general and that of the Synodal
Commission for Seminary Formation in particular. In the present hierarchical
structure of the Church, the Synodal Commission is a forum for the Christian
Faithful, especially for the Priests, Religious and the Laity to co-operate and
participate in the building up of the Church.

Mar Koorilos also dealt with the nature and constitution of the Synodal
Commissions. There are members who are appointed for a period of five
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years. They contribute to the activities of the commission by way of their
expertise in the field. The members appointed ex-officio give their service to
the Commission as long as they hold the respective offices.

The Synodal Commission of Seminary Formation lays down the vision of
priestly formation in our Church keeping in mind the expectation of the people.
The well-being of the Church depends on the formation of her priests.

From the experience of the priestly formation in our Seminaries, the
Commission can lay down the criteria, such as, family atmosphere, educational
qualifications, etc., for promoting genuine vocations to priesthood. There is
need to present a plan for the next five years. It is God who raises priestly
vocations in the Church. However, the obligation of the members of the
Commission to get involved through prayer and other means in promoting
genuine vocations, is very important.

In the discussion and sharing that followed, the members expressed their
happiness at the positive atmosphere in our Church regarding the number of
vocations. However, they expressed their concern in the fall in quality of the
“Called” and their priorities in life. Lack of better relations among priests and
families, deterioration of pastoral application, domination of personal concerns
in the life of priests, lack of initiatives and involvements, eroding of sense of
service, change in the value systems, domineering tendencies in priestly
ministry, stifling of the collaboration of the People of God, lack of missionary
zeal and above all, lack of feeling of the presence of God in the priests’ life are
some of the tendencies that affect priestly formation and ministry in the Church
today.

There also emerged a few proposals to foster vocations to the priesthood.
To create vocation, friendly families and groups in the parishes are the starting
points. There should be more areas of co-operation among parishes and
seminaries, such as, sponsorship of candidates to priesthood. The Seminary
could cooperate with parishes by giving training to altar-boys, preaching on
the value and promotion of priestly vocations, etc.

The Synodal decision to keep all ordinations after Holy Easter is also
highlighted once in the commission meeting. The deacons will go to their
respective dioceses after completion of their theological course for their
diaconate ministry.

The meeting ended at 2.00 p.m with lunch.

Fr. George Kalayil
Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Education

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for Education was held at
10.30 am on 5 April 2006 at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. The
following members were present:

1) Most Rev.Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios (Chairman)
2) Rev.Dr. Samuel Kattukallil (Secretary)
3) Rev. Fr. Daniel Kuzhithadathil

4) Rev. Fr. Thomas Koickal

5) Rev.Fr. Mathew Kandathil

6) Rev.Fr. Joseph Sundaram

7) Rev.Fr. Wilson Velikkakathu

8) Rev.Fr. William Nedumpurathu OIC
9) Rev.Fr. Kuruvilla Peedikayil OIC

10) Rev.Sr. Flavia DM

11) Rev.Dr.Sr. Karunya SIC

12) Mr. John Mathai IAS

13) Dr. K.M. Abraham IAS

14) Adv. Kurian George Kannamthanam
15) Adv. Thomas Mathew Nellimmoottil
16) Dr. P.V. George

17) Dr. T. Varghese

18) Dr. Cherian Panicker

19) Dr. Abraham Mathew

20) Mr. V.K. Sebastian

The meeting, chaired by His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
the Chairman of the Synodal Commission for Education, started with his prayer.
Rev. Dr. Samuel Kattukallil, Principal, Mar lIvanios College and the Secretary
of the Synodal Commission welcomed the members. In his message, the
Chairman pointed out that Jesus is the greatest Teacher as he is the Word of
God and preached the Good News, the message of salvation. Education is
Evangelisation as Jesus envisaged.

He recalled with satisfaction the contribution, our Church made in the field
of education. Our Archbishops Mar lvanios and Mar Gregorios of happy
memory championed the cause of education in our country, which at present,
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His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios carries on successfully. Many of our
educational institutions are widely known and acknowledged for their
excellence. Similarly His Excellency extolled the venture of the other eparchies
of the Malankara Church, in the field of education. The huge task of the Eparchy
of Tiruvalla in the field of Health Care Education shall be acknowledged as a
great contribution of our Church to our nation.

After the self-introduction of the members, His Excellency Joshua Mar
Ignathios invited Rev. Fr. Antony Valiavilayil OIC, Chancellor, Archiepiscopal
Curia, to give an orientation talk on the aims and objectives of the Synodal
Commission for Education. In his briefing on the implications of our Church
being raised to the canonical status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church, he
highlighted the ecclesial identity and the fullness of power in the governance
we have achieved. Inthe context of the power of self-governance of the Church,
he placed the role and functions of Synodal Commissions constituted in the
Church as part of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia which executes the daily
administrative and pastoral activities of the Church. Fixing the specific goals
of the Synodal Commission for Education, he laid down the following
objectives for consideration:

The Synodal Commission for Education

- protects and promotes the right of the Church to establish and maintain
educational institutions such as schools, colleges, universities, institutes
of technical and higher education, etc. in the context of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church and the socio-political situation in India.

- takes necessary steps to protect the minority rights as envisaged by the
Constitution of India.

- lays down the general policy of establishing and maintaining educational
institutions, subject to the approval of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
and the Holy Synod.

- is competent, subject to the approval of the Synod, to establish institutions
of higher education common to the Church, to enhance the opportunities
of the Malankara Catholic faithful to the service of the nation.

- keeps itself informed and equipped, so that our Church could respond to
the changing circumstances and policies of the government and protect
the Church’s rights.

- iscompetent to supervise our educational institutions to see that the policies
and programmes of the Church are implemented faithfully.
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- co-operates with the other entities and associations that are engaged in the
field of education, that the common interest of the Church and people,
which our educational institutions eater to, is fostered.

The Commission discussed in detail the present educational scenario in the
State and the problems and the prospects of the educational institutions run by
the Malankara Catholic Church confront with. As a result of the deliberations
the Commission came to the following conclusions.

To start Centres of Excellence in the various dioceses of the Malankara
Catholic Church in order to identify our children with potential for excellence
and to give special training to them so that they could perform well the Entrance
competitive examinations such as the civil service. The quality of the education
institutions has to be improved.

All the members present actively participated in the proceedings. Sri. K.M.
Abraham IAS was asked to prepare a draft on the feasibility of beginning new
courses such as Biotechnology so as to give the students an awareness about
and proper training in developing areas of knowledge. Adv. Kurian George
Kannamthanam was entrusted with the task of preparing and submitting a
vision statement on education before the next meeting.

It was decided to convene the next meeting on 14 July 2006.

Fr. Samuel Kattukallil
Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting

of the Synodal Commission
for Social Apostolate

1. Welcome and Introduction

A meeting of the Synodal Commission for Social Apostolate and Dalit
Christians was held at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom on 6 April, 2006. Most
Rev. Dr.Joshua Mar Ignathios, the Chairman of the Commission, welcomed
the members of the Synod Commission.

1.1. Self Introduction of the Members

Members of the Commission introduced themselves, by stating their names,
present ministry and experience.

1.2. Introductory Address by the Chairman

Most Rev. Dr.Joshua Mar Ignathios drew the attention of the members to
the Acts of the Apostles. The early Christians considered everything as common
and was ready to share their possessions with others; so there was no gap
between the haves and have-nots. Today the gap is increasing day by day.
This calls forth for a more human itarian approach from the side of the faithful
for the development of the marginalized. We ought to continue the activity of
sharing what we have with the less privileged ones. All our Eparchial Social
Service Societies, Bethany Rural Development Society, Congregations of the
Religious Sisters are sharing God’s love, care and compassion with such people.
The Chairman recalled and shared the approaches of the late Mar Ivanios and
Mar Gregorios in the field of social development. They combined social
activities with evangelization.

Dalit Christians form a significant part of the population in the South. The
five districts of the Archdiocese of Trivandrum of the Malankara Church gave
prime importance for the works of up-liftment of the Dalit Christians from the
very beginning. However, there is much more to be done for their development
and integration into the main stream of the Malankara Church. This would
require initiating special programmes. We have, therefore, to develop and
mobilize a common and effective policy for the socio-economic and political
empowerment of the Dalit Christians. Reservation for the Dalit Christians is
one of the important means to achieve the above goal.

Pope John Paul 11 of happy memory said, that the Malankara Catholic Church
is the fastest growing Church in the Catholic Church. This is because of the
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social evangelization promoted in the past by us within our territory. The
Chairman emphasized the important role of the Synod in supporting the
Malankara Church to achieve the aims of the Social Apostolate and particularly
the development of the Dalit Christians. He sought the active support and co-
operation of all members in achieving these aims.

1.3. The Roles and Responsibilities, Vision and Mission of the Synodal
Commission and its Members

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil, Chancellor of the Curia, shared his thoughts on
the role of the Commission and its members. He explained the three roles of
the Church, namely, the sanctifying, teaching and governing of the Church
related to the priestly, prophetic and royal functions of Christ in his salvific
mission and how they are to be realized by the Malankara Catholic Church in
her scope as autonomous Major Archiepiscopal Church. He explained in detail
the responsibilities of the Chairman of the Commission, the Secretary and the
Consultors.

The particular objectives of the Commission also were delineated. It shows
the solicitude of the Church for the needy, in order that fraternity may be
fostered, and that the charity of Christ may be manifested. It is the function of
the Commission to stimulate the Christian faithful as participants in the mission
of the Church, and to give witness to the evangelical charity and to render their
support for this cause.

The pastoral care of the Dalit Christians is of great solicitude for the
Malankara Catholic Church. The holistic development of this community is
of special concern to the Synodal Commission. It endeavors to restore all
their rights that are due, from the government. Through appropriate reservation
policies, job opportunities in the institutions of the Church are to be reserved
for this community.

The commission fosters and co-ordinates the activities of eparchies and
religious congregations and other organizations that work to help the poor
people in their need. It co-operates with the other national and international
charitable and non-governmental organizations operating in the field.

2. The Vision and Mission of the Commission

Rev. Fr. Premkumar, the Secretary of the Commission emphasized the need
for setting up the Vision and Mission for the Commission to guide its activities
in future. The goals could be short term (up-to a duration of next two years),
medium (up-to four years) and long term (up-to ten years). He proposed the
following short-term objectives:
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2.1. Create a Data Bank about the Malankara Catholics at the Commission
level to form a baseline for future interventions. The Data Bank should include
— details of all Malankara Catholic families including their socio-economic
status. Special attention is to be given for collecting information on women,
children, Dalits and the disabled. Necessary interventions in future could be
planned making use of the information made available in the data bank.

The Members welcomed the idea to form a data bank of the Malankara
Catholic families. A common format for collecting information should be
designed and the responsibility for collecting and analyzing the collected
information will be with the concerned eparchial social service societies. The
entire information from the eparchial societies will be recorded in the prescribed
form (e.g., in printing or CDs) and entrusted to the Commission. The Members
also shall seek the help of the Commission for guidance if necessary at the
different stages of this activity.

2.2. Registration of the Commission under the National Societies Act

Rev. Fr.Varghese Mattamana, Asst.Executive Director, Caritas India
evaluated and admired the development activities of the Malankara Eparchial
Social Service Societies. He said that the Eparchial Social Service Societies
(ESSS) of the Malankara Church could be considered as first grade Social
Service Societies in India. He also shared the need for linking the Synodal
Commission with National and International agencies. We should always put
emphasis on what we could contribute to the social development of the Nation.
It will be good if we do stakeholders analysis by ensuring participation of all
the concerned.

The members also pointed out that the Malankara Church has a growing
presence in different parts of the country. For example the Malankara Church
has sizeable population in places like Bombay, Delhi, Pune, Chennai and other
metropolitan cities in India. Therefore, there is need for a national approach in
development with special focus on the regional priorities. The members
welcomed the idea of the national registration of the Commission as a social
charitable organization, which will help supporting and promoting development
activities of the isolated and widespread Malankara communities in different
parts of India.

In order to initiate this registration and other formalities connected with ita
committee was formed consisting of the following members.
Mr. T. A Varghese
Mr. M. J. Jospeh
Dr. S. P. Ravikumar
Fr. Jose Kizhakkedath
Mr. A. Raj
Mrs. Mercy Sarojam

o wNE
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2.3. Improving Collaboration of Different Departments and Pious
Associations within the Church

It was suggested that the participation of priests in the social activities should
be assessed and promoted. Sharing of knowledge and collaboration among
our ESSS should be promoted for better impacts. The non-involvement of
parish priests in development activities should be a matter of concern. We
could overcome the above problem by organizing some workshops and
dialogues for priests to direct them towards social development.

The service and manpower of pious associations should also be used for
the development activities in a more collaborative manner. In this context, it
was also suggested that we should explore the possibility of how the other
commissions and departments could contribute towards social development

2.4. Strengthening the Eparchial Social Service Societies

The members observed the efficient and effective functioning of the
Eparchial Social Service Organizations and the quality of their services. It
was also felt that each eparchial organization has its own strength. However,
it was observed that the strengths, opportunities, experiences and threats of
the ESSSs also vary. Mr.T.A.Varghese suggested that the Commission should
specify its role in supporting the ESSSs in their crises from time to time. These
crises may be due to different reasons ranging from leadership changes to
inability to mobilize necessary resources for the activities.

Therefore it was suggested that each ESSS should make a SWOT analysis,
which will help to know the Strengths and Weakness of the ESSS and be
further aware of the present situation in order to improve their functioning.
2.5. Facilitate/Promote Cross - Learning Among Different ESSSs

ESSSs of the Malankara Church have accumulated vast experiences in so
many development issues. These experiences need to be documented and
shared with other ESSSs. Therefore the members suggested that the
Commission should initiate a cross - learning process. Many ESSSs require
support for proper documentation of their findings/experiences. The members
suggested that the Commission should help the ESSSs to properly and
scientifically document their experiences and findings for wider sharing both
within and without the Church. Effective sharing is important for creating
proper identities and images for the Church. Therefore suggestions experts of
the ESSSs also should extend their services to one other.

2.6. Creating a Value-based Identity for the Malankara Church

The members observed that the Commission has the responsibility of
promoting value-based development - focussing on human dignity and values,
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social justice, national integrity and peace. There are many examples to show
that the Malankara Eparchial Organizations focused on these values and
principles in their programmes. In this context, Mr. M. J. Joseph put forward a
number of ideas — Better leadership- training of community members, change
in development approach from top to bottom, more active participation in
sharing our perspectives in political changes, greater involvement in the socio-
economic and political policies of the State, in order to make our voice test in
the State level development - activities. In this regard, we have to formulate
appropriate methods of communication.

2.7. Focus on Dalit Christians

The members observed that the Dalit Christians are still marginalized and
facing complex problems in their status - relationships with others. The
approach for uplifting the Dalits was discussed in detail. Many members,
particularly Mrs. Mercy Sarojam, shared their experiences regarding the
difficulties of integration of the Dalit Christians. There were different opinions
on the concept and approaches. Therefore it was felt necessary to further discuss
the issues that are facing the Dalit Christians and to formulate common draft
approaches/policies for discussion at the appropriate forum before finalizings.
2.8. Formulation of Medium and Long Term Objectives

The members observed the need for formulating medium and long-term
approaches and objectives for socio-economic development, particularly of
the Dalits, for the Malankara Church. In this context, it was suggested that the
Commission should also formulate its Medium and long - term Objectives. It
IS suggested that the Commission should form an expert group to chalk out the
framework for the purpose. The draft framework will be discussed later in the
appropriate forum for finalization.

3. Conclusion

Rev. Fr. Prem Kumar proposed the vote of thanks to the Chairman and all
the Members for their active participation and valuable contributions to the
Commission.

A meeting of the expert team was fixed for 20 May, 2006. It was decided to
hold the next meeting of the Commission on August 30 and 31, 2006.

The meeting was concluded with the Blessing of Most Rev. Joshua Mar
Ignatios, Chairman of the Commission.

Fr. Premkumar, M.S.W
Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Communication Media,
Directory and Common Celebrations

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for Communication media,
Directory and Common Celebrations of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
was held at the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum at 3.00 pm on 5 April
2006. The following members participated in it:

1. Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios (Chairman)
2. Rev. Fr. Wilson Thattaruthundil (Secretary)

3. Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil (Chancellor)

4. Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil (Trivandrum)

5. Rev. Dr. Thomas Kanjiramukalil (Bathery)

6. Rev. Fr. Varghese Kunnumpuram (Muvattupuzha)
7. Rev. Fr. Zacharias Vazhatharamalayil (Tiruvalla)
8. Rev. Fr. Chellamkonam Franklin (Marthandom)
9. Rev. Fr. Thomas Njarakattu (Muvattupuzha)

10. Rev. Fr. Bovas Mathew Meloottu (Trivandrum)
11. Rev. Fr. Chrysostom Kulathintemelethil OIC (Bethany Ashram Kottayam)
12. Dr. Abraham Joseph

13. Mr. Edison G. Varghese

14. Mr. Boby Abraham

15. Mr. Sanu George Thomas

16. Mr. Raju Mathew

17. Mr. B.S. Joy

His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the Chairman of the
Synodal Commission, presided over the meeting. In his introductory address
His Excellency pointed out as the end of the communication media that they
should impart the love of God to the whole humankind. He added that the
means of social communication, which are of considerable benefit to mankind,
should contribute greatly towards the enlargement and enlightenment of
humanity and towards the propagation and consolidation of the Kingdom of
God.

Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil, Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
explained to the gathering the rights and obligations of the Synodal
Commissions in the administrative system of the Church. He also suggested
his vision of the aims of the Synodal Commission for Communication Media:
- The chief task of the Commission is to arouse the Church and the Christian

faithful to a timely and suitable manner to take part in the various forms of

communication, such as newspapers, periodicals, film, radio and television,
so that they shall more and more be imbued with a human and Christian

Spirit.
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To organize the Malankara Christian faithful working in this field and to
give a proper orientation in accordance with to the mind of the Church.

To co-ordinate the activities and policies of all the publications of the
Malankara Catholic Church.
To enable to use modern media to propagate the Word of God.

To re-edit, update and publish the Directory of the Malankara Catholic
Church once in three years.

To co-ordinate the common celebrations of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, such as the Dukhorono (commemoration) of Mar Ivanios (July
15), the Reunion Day Celebrations (September 20), Episcopal
Consecrations and other common celebrations of the SMCC.

The members then engaged themselves in an elaborate discussion and

deliberation on the vision and mission of the commission and made the
following proposals:

To update and maintain the website of the Malankara Catholic Church
To form a media - policy befitting the needs of the time.
To make a new software for the department of Catechism.

To give proper directions to the faithful about the programmes in television
channels and to inform them about the programmes worth watching.

To establish an archive and a museum for the Church.

To establish a media - centre and to appoint a PRO for presenting the stand
of the Church on issues of public importance

To set up a study forum on media for the youth

To hold Mar Ivanios Memorial Lectures in connection with Mar lvanios
Day (July 15).

To publish the common directory of the Church as soon as possible.

The Commission further discussed on some concrete measures for the
realization of some of the above mentioned suggestions.

The Commission entrusted Dr. Abraham Joseph with the task of bringing
into realization the proposed website of the Church. The service of Mar
Baselios Engineering College could be made available for this.

The Commission decided to hold Mar lvanios Memorial Lecture in
connection with the forth-coming Mar Ivanios Day.

The Commission asked the Secretary to take initial steps necessary for
publishing the common directory of the Church.

The commission decided to hold its next meeting of the Commission shall
be held in June 2006.
Fr. Wilson Thattaruthundil
Secretary

104



0OBUAJIWIEe Ola3MloanIMETAN GRo6I@IROEMIAI0
2LIB:0 SEOMIENBHIMRWIAS 628G @1 glgenileel
6220213 204 milnlwd eueailewarm &emaeioadamnalm
mlmge m2eSs ERUWGIGOMM &1¥leEs tarlHenIAan30 n5eRI0EnT
0RMIB® OEMERDAN0 MMMmAange AlweNMIHEBM0SH0 YA,

Prot. No. CPL 2/2006

MI@oRNIZo MAYRSMMIo GRBJMALIOMAUMo MVIEIoLBOTIE
mmidgnm200 (@lce HasuEBIN MmI©I

O WI013IL! HSWERIAIMo

@EIAUMBY all®oEOMmOn0, QAUMBIHOAC®:O0, HUIEROWMINO, NIad). TVMITV®OO,
&HQOMO@S (afl® ailvoloaile:es!

ME2)HS HAOMOAN® CVUWYBHIM@AIlOM B aHIM)BAIANe &)BlUd)AVEMAL0
©ldajjo QUBHBHIBZYMM HaITNIAOIDROTVIOBILIEMERID M0 alth) Gald)d:. HOBA
afl®oails) MEaosS)88 MVEMa0o af)(@® AULIQ®IHMM) @RANSIHOD ABH&ROMMI
© UGN ®}OM 2MULOAU@ICEHIE Mo @eM)EAladlw)an). Mames ©
HUHMOW CVWUOYHINV®) @60 AleMes)ee M aUEManoe al)@emacdl 6Haigleas)
OOV &)0lwloel @als)ee mialoleneswosm. aldaldmlegwio AEMOTIHg
o GRENSS AMYaHOM AlRVOTIM ©0al} MTLIW TVORAINIE GGGV CW
100160 9VIBa]. @RA|TVE®IRINS aIDERIOMS M@E)aM AflKdIAV TVIGHYo (VOGRL®
206m. “ag)M1ee) Il @) TVAA (alWOIMRIW] &HOY®] aM MIEBBUWBES aB@daila)
@an). alluyey ellelmeBSle3 al0MmmISIBI®) CaloeEel, (G1TI®) MENOS aldaledBud
£9) GaINE] 2G1EO)EW)o MoMVEA1EHN|S)HD0 af) P& S0}M@)EAI0HEI B)aN00
Mou8 9W1Ba{lEe60|S)B®)0 HaIT®)” (1 9HIA. 15:3-4). CVWYBIMI)ilON DI
a} M@BHAM AR (IO 1HUVNLNHSWOE HHGHM®IR @60} RlaldCIeel ald
OO0 MVaOMODIOHMW)0 AOMOBIOPW)o BRM)BAIEBOS TVATalloe)s:.

aldalaljo @@IOM 0L 2EMAe QWIBa{lond GRAIMEO®I@ Mo Allailam
M AlcHOROCHHMB@EM. af) (@ M1 000AAN) AMAUYMB BHOYOM aldal@mleno

105



Pastoral Letters

066A0MINMR @l0}a0lMECOMIS)B8 MIGaHWo DUBHBHIBBIMYENE. AMaUIHM al)d
NOTE)CAUME] §HB3Al0 MGHIVW@IMELI HHBAIBLIAING:S)o MV)allEEaHUIal
GBUEBBGBJ0. DMUINNG (oIS @IH9)0 MVIBOAIOIIM)0 @OMEWOLYREMAL. HOBA
0@ @0)a0l@EDIE BIIMBS @RYAOIIMAEMND. af)NIG AMaHUYM) MBS
200®I0)0 66BAIlE2000W)0 VOGN0 MaY2IBHOMEHAWo HHBAlGIMETIIM
af) 00W HDOHETMS)a U3 MSAMAM@OIWV] MIo BHOMIMENE. HOBAI0 GEAN
M@ MRV D200 TVIMEAMIAN0 OalCIW]2joem AM)aHUIM H6HBAUCMI
oM a0lOOMIE M) AU®IN@AIV HDOHETMS)a U3 MSOM)d:. DG DUd
0 996MEIG1B9) M 66BAUSI® GOIVHHI00 20(®R2E}, (1@, @RAHG ®HAD aLI
BTN CVIE]LNOODM)o @AM MIDIHB1HN)MD®IR0VWAI BRAUM HD VLTI
S)E6)aM) af)TDGIEM. D) AMYaHUIHMR MOV MIGHUWIEH)M@IW aldalOWIHG Al
$losm).

2MYeHIONY HHBAUMIOMMEBIN) AM)aHY 2 I @ODIHW @O(@W)o MOAD alPLHD)
M. @RIV aldalONOM 2G| @OTIM AM}aHIHG DEIAICHIEWIBo AN alPLHD)
M. 21CI@OTIM 20Q0 AUBYAMIMIo BMUIM MeHea|g Dad®Io GICIOB: CMSIOW
S)H00M)A06NM (DIDIATIOL! PENEIAHODM @RIV a (@A MMM, EWUDY(BITT®),
MU MOV @RAIMGl2]®)o HOlU)ACMEOMOBo AMYaHy RlallmOMOd WoLnod
ONYEIBU aBOO0S)T®)o. M0 dHaYOM)EBA @RYFIVGE §2102)aD (al0B@NM
(LOGRL@OEM. “AOMOTOMWW)0, Al0AITTIHRWo HHS)MVIE RIB62Eald® vy
oo al)®090mealnEl all®oaillog May(als000 AM}aUIO}OS MSWIGE O l0)20
dl” (@@u8 @)amoo 26ml, HAVE0) AldalCINM TVD:L! CHOVMHSICE NEBOS ©
S:H890MoWf] voElEOMIG3 aMEEBUBEN)GAIME] allwm)ealla] Mlomm ameBUd o63
QIeAM)o AVIRIAIOMIES allwdlapEmAIBaM)0 @RAIWIM)” (2100, (aIBO®O, HV
302); “@19g (A IG]200VWOW MUY aldalOMIGE DHAAN@)o TVOTMIOM O
emlDl@d arlem®)o $6N2Eajoud @@ICIeTm®)0 MM MIOM &) @A
oM 0S:HlenH0M MIBMITWlaf)” (62109, 2)a0M0 261, HAVEOI). BMYUIM) MaUOa|g
(I @0)alnOm AlPENES}EHOMI WD) allUs aBQO).

@YBIOM)UIMB HOBACINMG a0l®o WeeGla] GO BaO®Io MaY2ISH]; HOBAI
@mlae) calnE]l 30}9610 alRL@IVIEE MMy aly@laleila)). @ @M IRV B0}
#6)10M (Vo). VWY BIMIM)ANBeS allmoal B0)EHV OGHIAIRLGIOW aLIle:
@lay). @RAIS)IM) H:)B100)NOMETMIBo @PRM)MVEEMMSSAIMIW] (adleil. 2:8). GRYBY
2MYaUHIG @RMTVOEMEHNSIHAG TLOIMO) CWUVY(HITV®) (alhHSAIBH W@ TVMNA
SN20W AlcW®IREM). aldalpOF1Od 2600810010 @RAIS)AM) al)@amacw)o
MeH MO @GN} (HaO(ENI 4:15). AMIHUIO a10alOAITVLOW)OS of)LIOECUBM RSB0
@oalls)am @pm)Eailaf). 2M)aHOR ClHWEss @RANS)M @O &)6lu)aMO]
2)eS aldland0o 2lT®). HAOMONW WAl 9lda] alalCId cacnss
allewo 9Oaossl. @PM)GaIeEl @RAIS)HO 2Wda] GRIVIAUGAINW AEME]
oM caelo aM)eUIM) AR (A®18U NGBS CVWYGIM@AONR OB WG
al0alo®lOM@)o MIVOSV)o ¢AGE MEMOo QllRWo AIGHNIOAMMo @RAITVOM
@AY QMO & 19SHHIHRMMI0 M0 AflVITSlEN M) (1 O, 15-54:55). ald

106



Easter Season

alO1OB )0 AMOMIOMWVI0 CAT MR}HH) NGHMM AlRVOWIM) MElaI0W)AI0
Mm8s8 el §alo)MozeM) 9Vlda]. @RA|TVE®IRIN aIDERIMIING QI0Ee)EHS1G
MBS aldSo0, “MERYOS HAOMMIAUOV CVUY(BIMI®) AUF] MMBH) AlRWo MT3B)
am eesaEmIm) M]” (1 60l 15:57).

GOUD) ®OTG B)B1U)DOEMOMIG MANOS AldnlBBUBHS alBla0I00 MTId)HW)o
@O0 QONIMOMIGE MMHH RIAUM (alBOMo H2YHW)o H2IV®). GREBOHM
9013a{load mEMBwo a®) RO TVEMBUAEM. (Glam)allenns LIBMOV 6eBAIS:
RTum@ mmgleno MMOS &)Sjoenia@ssglenoe queWleo GRIIGAITVE:LION0
TVORIBYDOMHOF af)MM MR)BH (alod@e90. af)eloaidsn)e 9WIda@loymogload
DoUNBEBBUS EMONB @1RYUDOMVHNAM).

@RHYVO HHBAIRIMOIAND® al. HMIGHOA0IWOAlOMRW)0, AlluBlaryd MEMES all®o
Q10® 298¢0V Q1000 WOSV)o, @RA]IVE®IRI MV AOOTIOMWW)o, TV ailuo)
BLOY)OSW)o (AIDAMOMG:BOG3 MM, @REANT3

o),
&AOmoailad Mlears)es allm1®uo)(uo)aH]

A~ _E_\_L__w

07.04.2006 6200 6238 mildled enemelewdmy’ @iemeileniamnal
20150 Semelesn] amajd 20180 SCOMIAILH MEWINS 62BA@
alSo, M1RIAIMAVAIIR0 @13 @ 9J36niloH el

JBYMAMIY TOOBBIOS allDIC......

N.B.: @9 seln 9uldc &eiom 600Q0i9al all.&306nmaeay Ma3es «pep «aslesleige, A
B (BEUREIRIJ0, B1)@IWMI B (BEURGIRIZ0 QIIWIBEHEBMIET.

107



Pastoral Letters

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 2/2006

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

PASTORAL LETTER AT THE SEASON OF EASTER

Most Rev. Prelates, Rev. Fathers, Deacons, Rev. Sisters and Beloved Faithful
in the Lord!

We share in the Paschal Mystery, that is, the passion, death and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We know how great is the love of God the Father for
us through our experience of the incarnation of his only Son Jesus Christ. It is
through his sacrifice on the cross that our Savior Jesus Christ perfectly revealed
his redeeming love. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is the event that gave us
guarantee to the victory of humankind over sin and death. The faith-witness,
which the Apostle gives us, is note-worthy. “l handed on to you as of first
importance, what | in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures” (1Cor.15: 3-4). A Christian
approaches the experiences of sin, suffering and death of his life with the
victorious hope, which the resurrection of Jesus Christ gives.
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We ought to make sin and its consequent death subject of reflection on the
occasion of the feast of resurrection. Even in the sin, which human being
considers so trivial, there is the rejection of the holy will of God. God gave the
divine commandments and Gospel advices for the perfection of humankind.
They are congenial to human nature and character. That is the invitation from
the holy will of God. But we see that human being makes choices against the
will of God in such a way as to lose the glory, the divine image and likeness,
which were given to humankind. Human being makes this choice against the
will of God, making use of the intellect, will and freedom, which God himself
gave him/her. It is not only the rejection of God’s will that is included in this.
On the other hand he/she chooses that which is not appropriate to his/her own
nature and rejects the same. This is the path of sin, which denies the good of
humankind.

Human being’s rejection of God is as old as the very history of humankind.
That is, the history of sin is as old as the creation of humankind. But, Lord the
Son, the second Person of the Holy Trinity, Jesus Christ, was born man and
undertook the realities of human life, unto death on the cross, to change the
history and to regain the lost glory for humankind. The prayers we recite in the
Holy Week is note-worthy: “You transacted among human beings according
to the will of the Father in order to renew the creature, who had become rotten
in the ruin of death and sin” (Monday, I1l Hour, Sedro); “We know you, who
suffered persecution in your body for us in order to save us from every distress
of sin, as God and who in nature, is without affliction” (Tuesday, Morning,
Sedro); “When you saw human being, your image, destroyed by sin and fallen
in the trap of Satan, your illimitable and eternal mercy compelled you to save
him” (Tuesday, 11 Hour, Sedro). Jesus suffered in order to regain the image
humankind had lost.

The first man lost his glory by defying the will of God; thus he deviated
from the plan God had prepared for him. He prepared for him his own plan.
Jesus Christ, however, accepted the plan, which the Father had prepared for
him. “He became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross” (Phil
2: 8). Jesus Christ manifested perfect submission instead of the disobedience
of the first man. He became perfect man in everything except sin (Heb 4:15).
He experienced all sufferings of the sinful state of human being. He did
reparation for all human evils through his death on the cross. The resurrection
of the Lord Jesus assured victory over sin. Similarly, his resurrection gave
humankind of the victory over death, the final enemy. We believe that after the
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example of Jesus Christ, we could also continuously achieve victory over sin
and evil and subdue death, the final enemy (1Cor 15:54-55). Resurrection is
the big feast to express our gratitude for the victory that is given to us over sin
and death. Let us sing in the words of Paul the Apostle: “Thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1Cor 15:57).

Jesus did reparation for our sins through his death on the cross and gave us
life through his resurrection. Thus, the message of resurrection is the message
of new life. Let us pray that the divine life received through Christ may be
made available in us, in our families, in the Church and all over the world. |
wish you all the blessings of the feast of resurrection.

And that through the prayer of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and
of the College of Apostles and our Father, St. Thomas the Apostle and of all
the Saints. Amen.

Your humble servant in Christ

M b
Malankara Catholicate Centre Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
07.04.2006. The Major Archbishop of the Malankara Church.

Our Father in heaven... ...

N.B. This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 3/2006

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

ERECTION OF THE ARCHIEPARCHY OF TIRUVALLA
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF THE METROPOLITAN
ARCHBIHOP

We are commemorating the first anniversary of the elevation of the
Malankara Catholic Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church. Let us, on this
occasion, offer our gratitude to the omnipotent God for his immense graces.
The Malankara Catholic Church is accomplishing fast its mission through the
service of the Holy Synod, through our humble self and through all the children
of the Church. On this occasion, we have yet another news for being happy
and to render gratitude to God.

We are happy to inform the children of the Church that, in view of the
efficacy of the pastoral services and the governance of the Malankara Catholic
Church, we have separated the eparchy of Tiruvalla, which was until now the
suffragan eparchy of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum from it and raised it as
an Archieparchy and erected the Metropolitan province of Tiruvalla with
Bathery and Muvattupuzha as its suffragan eparchies and we have also
appointed our venerable brother Isaac Mar Cleemis, who was the head of the
Eparchy of Tiruvalla, as the first Metropolitan-Archbishop of the newly erected
Metropolitan See of Tiruvalla.

The authority for erecting eparchies and provinces and to give them Hierarchs
is vested in us as per canons 85 and 86 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches. We have ordered this system of governance for our Church with the
consent of the Holy Synod held on 1 & 2 December, 2005 and in consultation
with the Holy See and with the apostolic blessing of the Holy Father Pope
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Erection of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla

Benedict XVI. The aim of dividing the Church into various Metropolitan
provinces is to execute most fruitfully the pastoral service and other apostolic
activities. Accordingly, these decisions are arrived at taking into account the
ecclesial, social, cultural and geographical factors and historical circumstances
of each place. Considering the historical fact that the Eparchy of Tiruvalla is
the cradle of the Communion Movement of the Malankara Catholic Church
and the mother of the eparchies of Bathery and Muvattupuzha, in view of the
greater glory of God and the good of the Church, we have established this.
This new arrangement will certainly be beneficial to coordinate the activities
of our Church in its northern region.

God has opened great possibilities before our Metropolitan Province.
Through this, the ecclesiastical province of Tiruvalla and the Metropolitan
Archbishop will have all the rights and obligations of service directly envisaged
in canons 133-139 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, and those
stipulated indirectly elsewhere in the Code. To convene the Metropolitan Synod
at the time determined by the Holy Synod, to erect the Metropolitan Tribunal,
to supervise that the faith and ecclesiastical discipline are accurately observed,
to plan common activities in the other fields of ecclesial service, etc. are the
chief ones among them.

We understand that the people of our Church have very happily welcomed
the divine grace, which the Malankara Church has received. On this occasion,
let us remember with gratitude in the presence of God, the Fathers of the
Malankara Catholic Church, Mar lvanios, Mar Theophilos and other Prelates
of happy memory, the Priests, Religious and Laity, and enliven their memory
in our community.

Let us consider this arrangement as a step towards giving a new awakening
to our communion and engender a greater awareness of our authority and duties.

The formal installation of Isaac Mar Cleemis, appointed as Metropolitan
Archbishop of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla will be held at St. John’s
Metropolitan Church at 8 a.m., on 10 June, 2006. | invite all the children of
our Church to participate in the function and to receive the blessings.

Through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, the college
of Apostles, especially St. Thomas the Apostle, our Father and of all the Saints.
Amen.

Your humble servant in Lord

A Man w
. .
Malankara Catholicate Centre Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
24.05.2006. The Major Archbishop of the Malankara Church.

Our Father in heaven... ...

N.B. This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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Pastoral Letters

By the grace of God and by the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. CPL 4/2006

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

Fifty-Third Commemoration Day of Mar Ivanios

The feast of commemoration or Dukhrono of Archbishop Mar Ivanios, which
we annually observe in the Malankara Church and obtain blessings, is coming
close. These are the days, we, the children of the Church, become gratified
through remembering in Holy Qurbono and prayers Mar Ivanios, our Father in
faith, who has taught us, the children of God, to be the People of God through
ecclesial life.

We know that Archbishop Mar Ivanios is not yet proclaimed a saint in the
universal Catholic Church. The process for the same is progressing. When a
person departs from among us for his heavenly reward, those who have
personally experienced his holiness of life, consider him as a saint. They firmly
believe that he is in the presence of God. They pray for his intercession. The
fame of the sanctity, which, those who have received divine blessings through
his intercession spread among the people of God, is a witness to that person’s
profound life of faith and courageous acquisition of the divine and moral virtues.

In this background, let us have a look into the spirituality of our Father Mar
Ivanios, our spiritual Guru. Let us also find out its present-day relevance.

The spiritual fathers have declared that a life that is not subjected to self-
examination is not worthy of living. This self-scrutiny is the special feature of
the spirituality our Father Mar Ivanios. He had brought the Church, community

and his own personal life to such an evaluation. He had the dexterity to evaluate
the current events in an exhaustive and matter-of-fact manner. His Grace had
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never tried either to hide or to belittle the failures or decays of the Church and
community under the pretext of tradition or nobility. It is because of possessing
this spirituality of self-examination that “His grace could see and smell the
filth that lay at the bottom of the Malankara Church, which we take pride to be
founded by St. Thomas, the Apostle and which teaches the true, catholic and
apostolic truth” (Mountain Lamp).

Having seen the filth in the body of the Church, Mar lvanios took courageous
decisions to liberate the community from it. The founding of the Bethany
Religious Order for the spiritual uplifting of the Church is the best example of
this courageous decision. Besides, having discerned that the prosperity of the
Church rests with the priests, he encouraged the education of priests. He founded
the Bethany Religious Congregation for women and started many schools for
the prosperity of women. He also started missions for the gentiles (vijathiyar)
in order to preach the Gospel. All these were courageous steps for the renovation
of the community and the Church.

The courageous decision of Mar Ivanios to go forward with the works of
communion of Churches, unmindful of the hostile circumstances, when his
confreres retracted from the efforts of communion with the Catholic Church,
is praise-worthy. Personally, he could take decisions based on convictions, to
manifest them through actions and achieved victory.

As seen in the Bible, there are many exodus-experiences in the life of Mar
Ivanios. What he made towards priesthood, to Serampore, to Mundanmala, to
the reunion, were such exoduses. The aims of these exoduses or the Promised
Land were the acquisition of God and search for truth. In the midst the
circumstances of poverty and opposition, that which gave him the strength to
overcome the crises, were the deep awareness of his reliance in God and in
divine providence.

Since His Grace had in his mind the ‘Acquisition of God’ as his chief
objective, he could see many other things — rank, wealth, fame — as unimportant.
The words of St. Paul are verified in the life of His Grace also: “Yet whatever
gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than
that, I regard as everything loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil 3: 7-8). It is due to the realization of his aim that
His Grace could outlive the temptation of the wife of Lot to look back at what
was abandoned or the sense of loss of the Israelites about the fleshpots of
Egypt (Ex 16: 3). If life should be fruitful, there should be experiences of
exodus in life with firm awareness of aim; also the readiness to abandon certain
things.

We, who have received the torch of the Movement of the Malankara
Communion of Churches, started in the spiritual patrimony of His Grace Mar
Ivanios, should whole-heartedly try to carry and make its light reach the people
at large through the Malankara Catholic Church. We have to make our life of
the Malankara Catholic Church subject to self-examination. Through that in a
dynamic spiritual revival, we will be able to create experiences of exodus in

121



Pastoral Letters

the community and the Church. Through the practice of faith, we will be able
to generate divine life in our children and make it dazzling bright. The faith
that we have received should flow into our young people as never-dying spring
of divine life. Our parish communities should become the trumpets that resound
the movement of communion of Churches and carriers of its torch. We should
also have a commitment through our Church Community towards humankind
as His Grace Mar lvanios had.

Let us, who follow the footsteps of this saintly Father, be blessed by joining
the pilgrimage on foot this year, which we conduct every year. We invite all to
participate in the pilgrimage on foot, which the children of our Church,
especially the Church of the youth, M.C.Y.M commences every year on 10
July. Likewise, we are very happy to inform that the beatification process of
Mar Ivanios is steadily progressing under the strong providence of God. We
hereby inform that the theological inspection of the petition, which we have
submitted last year towards this, is under way. As soon as the report of the
theological inspection is received, this petition shall be submitted to our Holy
Synod for consideration and further procedures. We will soon be forming a
Commission for History for this.

This year too, as in previous years, the preparation for the feast of the
commemoration will be held in the Cathedral church at Pattom from 1-14
April. On each day at 5.30 in the evening, at the tomb of His Grace in our St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Evening Prayer, Holy Qurbono and Prayer wit incensing,
will be held. The Superior General of the Bethany Ashram leads the services
on the 14" together with the other Religious Communities of Malankara. The
services of the 15", feast of the commemoration, begins at 8.30 in the morning
with the reception of the members of the pilgrimage on foot. Let us give thanks
to God for the many blessings he has showered on us through the saintly Fathers
of the Malankara Catholic Church. Let the feast of the commemoration of His
Grave Mar Ivanios be an occasion of blessing for all of us. Those who receive
favours from God through the intercession of His Grace should inform their
witness in writing to the postulator.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle St.
Thomas and the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in Christ

My btk
e
Malankara Catholicate Centre Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
26.06.2006 The Major Archbishop of the Malankara Church.

Our Father in heaven... ...

N.B. This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres
and centres of worship during the holy qurbono next Sunday.
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Circular Letter on Laity Day

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
THE HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD

CIRCULAR LETTER ON THE OCCASION
OF THE LAITY DAY

Reverend Fathers, Religious and beloved Children,

The Malankara Catholic Church observes the Laity Day on Sunday, 7 May
2006. Let us make use of this opportunity as an occasion of expressing our
gratitude to God for the achievements the leadership of the Laity is acquiring
in the service of the Church and to renew afresh their dedication for the same
service.

The Movement of the Laity started its activity last year with the Catholicos’
flag and torch march, combining various parishes of the Church under the
auspices of the MCA and the MCY M. The gathering of the leaders of the Laity
of the five Eparchies, held by the MCA and the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
extra-territorial Malankara Missions and Convention, held at Pune on
310ctober and 1November; bear strong witness to the contribution of the
leadership of the Laity in the field of Church service. Another fact that engenders
fresh hope in us, is that the MCA units have been established in all parishes
outside India and that in the Malankara Convention that will be held in North
America on 4,5,6 August, study classes are arranged on the mission of the
Laity in the Church. We congratulate, on this occasion, all those who work in
the social, cultural and political fields and those engaged in the various services
of the Church.

I make use of this opportunity to remind all the faithful to line up along
with the Commission constituted by the Holy Synod for the service that
strengthens the Malankara Church. The one-day seminar of the spiritual advisors
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of the MCA from all the 40 ecclesiastical districts of the Malankara Church
and the eparchial directors of the pious associations of St. Vincent de Paul and
Legion of Mary, held on 3 March 2006 and the first meeting of the MCA held
on the same date, evinces our attention to this subject. On this occasion, | am
glad to inform you that we marked the commencement of the efforts to
consolidate the Associations of Vincent de Paul and Legion of Mary in the
ecclesial level on 2 December 2005. As successors of an ecclesial community,
which always esteemed the service of the Laity, the leadership of the community
of the Laity of the Malankara Church should be a model to the other Churches
in this matter. Standing together with the Holy See, our Most Reverend
Eparchial Heads, Reverend Fathers and the Religious, while being part of the
Universal Church, and without forgetting the practical realities, the leadership
of our Laity should be able to work for the growth of the Malankara Church.

The MCA has adopted “Empowering the Laity for the creation of a New
World” as the motto of its agenda for the year 2006. Introducing a new heaven
and a new earth, Jesus started his mission with the message that the Kingdom
of God is at hand. The Apostles were the preachers of the kingdom of God.
The same mission is being carried out today through the Church. Our Movement
of the Laity has taken up the same Christian message through adopting this
motto, that is, to avail the experience of the kingdom of God to each individual
under the present-day-situation.

The kingdom of God is founded on love. Jesus introduced the kingdom of
God by teaching that all commandments are fulfilled through loving God and
brethren. At this juncture, it is especially note-worthy that the first Encyclical
of Pope Benedict the XVI is about this commandment of love, which is the
kernel of Christian life. Through his Encyclical ‘God is love’ (Deus caritas
est), the Pope reminds us of the love, God has bestowed on us, and the need of
sharing the same with others.

Itis the love of God that is revealed in the act of creation. It is the same love
that incarnated in the world for the redemption of the creation through Jesus.
St. John the Apostle writes about this love: “God is love, and those who abide
in love abide in God, and God abides in them (1 Jn 4: 16). When we recognize
that it is God, who is love itself, has come into us and we reciprocate it, faith
becomes meaningful. For the same reason, just as in Christian life we cannot
avoid the Sacraments and the Word, we cannot rise up to perfection avoiding
a life founded on love, reminds the Pope.

The motto: “The empowering of the Laity for the creation of the new world’
is to be put into practice through works that are based on love. The experience
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of love should fill in all realms of life. We should be able to subdue the world
through love.

The experience of love begins chiefly in families. Christian families are
bound by love through the sacrament of marriage. For that very reason each
member of our families are to be united by the hearty experience of love.
Every member of the family should have the experience of understanding and
care for one another. The husbands and wives, strengthened each other by
love, are the prosperity of the family. The cordiality among children, who are
solicitous in taking care of their aged parents and the elder generation, which
understands the state of life of the children and cooperate, should be strength
of the Christian families. Taking into account the generation gap and experience,
which unite the old and the new should be the characteristic feature of our
families. The daily family prayers and the reading of the Word of God are to be
fostered as inevitable factors of family life. Families filled with love, joy and
prosperity should impart strength to our life. We should include our relatives,
friends and neighbours into this experience of love.

The faithful should specially pay attention to build the Church community
in the experience of love. All the families of a parish should be united with
each other in love. It is the experience of love that we share through the Holy
Qurbono, sacraments and the liturgical celebrations. Prayer gatherings should
be our forts of strength. All our Laity should try to strengthen the prayer
gatherings. Through the prayer gatherings held in each family, we should
strengthen the relationship among families. We should give priority to those
schemes, which are capable of leading to the life of the Church those families
that remain alienated. The experience of love and fraternity, which the entire
members of every family of a parish foster, should be a model to others.

While our communities are active as parishes, we should not forget that we
are also incorporated into the Universal Church. Through our cooperation in
the programs held at the various levels of District, Eparchy, and Church; we
are strengthening the Universal Church. The Laity should specially pay attention
to strengthen the entire Church through their cooperation in the Church level,
over and above the level of their parishes. We should observe as days of
commemoration of the Malankara Catholic Church such days as 15 July, the
day of the commemoration of Mar lvanios, and 20 September, the day of the
Reunion. We should also specially attend to hold combined Bible Conventions
and Retreats of neighbouring parishes and thus strengthen our fellowship.

For the success of values we hold high, our Laity should give leadership to
chalk out common programs and to execute them in cooperation with the various
Churches, Religions, and social, cultural and political organs. We have to try
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in a special manner to unite every one in our dedicated effort for the creation
of the “new world”. Through that we will be able promote in people the
experience of love and cooperation, besides success in our works.

Love reaches its climax when we know the needs of our fellow brethren
and through helping them. We should be able to give a helping hand to raise
those who are financially at the lowest ebb. There should be no one in our
community, who has no basic education. In the same way, we should chalk out
and put into practice concerted programs to render necessary information to
students for higher education and thus to raise eminent people from our own
community.

The leaders of our Laity should strive especially in order to console and
help those who are in dire poverty, hunger and disease. There should be no one
in our community without the basic convenience of shelter. | earnestly remind
all the members of the Church in the matter of helping our brethren, who are in
great difficulties and suffering.

I ardently wish that it should be possible for every active member of the
Laity that our efforts for the creation of a “new world” through the empowering
of the Laity may begin in our families and spread through the parish and Church
into the vast human society. | earnestly desire that the thanksgiving offering of
7 May, the Day of the Laity, may be collected and sent through the Eparchial
Head Quarters towards the working fund of the MCA. Let us entreat St. Joseph,
the heavenly patron of MCA to intercede for us. May God bless us all
abundantly. Through the prayers of Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
and St. Thomas, the Apostle of India and all the Saints. Amen.

Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
Metropolitan,
Chairman of the Synodal Commission for the Laity
Dharmapitam,
Bathery
18-04-2006

NB: This circular letter shall be read on Sunday, 7 May, the Laity day, in all our churches
and mission centres amidst the Holy Qurbono

To raise a basic fund for the activities of the MCA a coupon collection is underway.
The co-operation of all is expected.
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New Appointments

The Chairmen of the Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate and the
Synodal Commission for Health Service have appointed the following
persons to the respective Commissions.

Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate

1. Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Kuttiyil OIC, Bethany Ashram, Bethany Nagar,
Nalanchira, Trivandrum- 695 015, Tel.:0471- 2545516, 2542214

2. Rev. Sr. ArdraSIC, Missiological Theological Centre, NalanchiraP.O.,
Trivandrum- 690 015, Tel.: 0471- 2534018

3. Rev. Sr. Jermaine Jacob DM, Convent of Daughters of Mary,
Provincial House, Medical College P.O., Trivandrum- 695 011

4. Rev. Sr. Aleyamma Chamathayil, Holy Spirit Sisters, Tholassery,
Tiruvalla- 689 101, Kerala, Tel.: 0469- 2730823, 2740371

Synodal Commission for Health Service

1. Rev. Fr. Philip Neri OIC, Bethany Nature Cure Centre, Bethany Nagar,
Nalanchira, Trivandrum 695 015, Tel.: 0471 — 2530624, 2530885

2. Rev. Fr. Daniel Thekkedath, Malankara Catholic Church,
Kalluvathukkal, Kadamankod 691 579. Ph: 0474 2593301

3. Rev. Sr. Ursula, Bethany Convent, Perumpuzha P.O., Kollam - 691
504, Tel : 0474 2527315, 2523314. Mob : 0944773312
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