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Editorial

EPARCHY OF MAVELIKARA
A SYMBOL OF THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCH

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is progressing in its life and
mission. The Hierarchy, on its part, is responding to this divine vitality with
suitable ways and means to foster divine life in the Church. The power endowed
with the Hierarchy is invested for the better pastoral and administrative efficacy
of its ecclesial activities. For a serious reason, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
can, with the consent of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Church and having
consulted the Apostolic See, erect provinces and eparchies, modify their
boundaries, unite, divide, and suppress them, and modify their hierarchical
status and transfer eparchial sees (c 85 §1). Further, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos is competent to give a Metropolitan or Bishop a Major
Archiepiscopal letter of canonical provision (c 86 §1.1°).

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church first exercised this power or right
invested in it on 14 May 2006, when the Major Archbishop-Catholicos erected
the ecclesiastical Metropolitan Province of Tiruvalla consisting of the
Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and the suffragan Eparchies of Bathery and
Muvattupuzha and appointed Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis as its first
Metropolitan-Archbishop. The Eparchies, which are also called Particular
Churches, are grouped together to form a Metropolitan Province, to co-ordinate
the pastoral and administrative activities. The Metropolitan Synod, the
Metropolitan Tribunal, the obligation of the Metropolitan to exercise vigilance
so that the faith and ecclesiastical discipline are accurately observed and to
supply for the negligence of the Eparchial Bishops in such matters as canonical
visitation, etc. (c 134) are canonical provisions for the exercise of hierarchical
powers by a Metropolitan-Archbishop.

While a Metropolitan Province is an intermediate level of ecclesial
administration in a Church sui iuris, an Eparchy is a basic administrative unit
of the Church. According to Canon Law, “an eparchy is a portion of the people
of God that is entrusted to a bishop to shepherd, with the co-operation of the
presbyters, in such a way that, adhering to its pastor and gathered by him through
the gospel and the Eucharist in the Holy Spirit, it constitutes a particular Church
in which the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church of Christ truly exists and
is operative” (c 177 §1). While the Church is the People of God, an Eparchy is
a portion of it. While the Church is governed by the Hierarchy, an Eparchy is
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Editorial

hierarchically united by the Bishop, the successor of the Apostles, who has the
fullness of priesthood which makes available to the People of God the
governing, sanctifying and teaching offices of Christ the High Priest. The
Presbyters or Priests are co-operators with the Bishop in the priestly ministry
of the People of God. The Bishop gathers the People of God together through
his Episcopal ministry. The Word of God and the Eucharist build up the People
of God as a Church. In this Church, the Particular Church or Eparchy, the one,
holy, catholic and apostolic Church of Christ, the Universal Church exists and
is operative. In other words, an Eparchy is a small Church.

In the bifurcation of an Eparchy to create a new one, the above
theological vision is actualized. The general guideline given by the Second
Vatican Council, in setting up diocesan boundaries, can be applied in this
process. The Council says, “For a diocese to fulfil its purpose it is necessary
that the nature of the Church be clearly manifested in the People of God
belonging to the diocese. Bishops must be able to carry out their pastoral
function effectively among their people, and finally the spiritual welfare of the
People of God must be catered for as perfectly as possible. This requires not
only a proper determination of the territorial limits of the diocese but also
reasonable distribution of clergy and resources in accordance with the needs
of the apostolate. All these things contribute to the good, not only for the clergy
and the faithful who are directly involved, but also of the whole Church” (Decree
on Bishops 22).

As for the Malankara Catholic Church, when the Hierarchy of the
Church was installed in 1932, the Church consisted of two Eparchies — the
Archieparchy of Trivandrum and its suffragan, the Eparchy of Tiruvalla. The
Eparchy of Tiruvalla became mother to the Eparchies of Bathery and
Muvattupuzha and they are now constituted as a Metropolitan Province. It
was in 1996 that the Eparchy of Marthandom was erected bifurcating the
Archieparchy of Trivandrum, comprising of the civil district of Kanyakumari
in Tamil Nadu. Thereafter, the Archieparchy remained as a single geographical
unit. The People of God, at different events, voiced their concern for pastoral
care and had proposed the formation of other Eparchies to restructure the
administrative and pastoral ministry of the Church. The Permanent Synod took
up the study of the matter and decided in its meeting held on 13 September
2006 to present the matter for consideration of the Holy Episcopal Synod. The
Holy Episcopal Synod held from 31 October to 3 November 2006 gave its
consent to the erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara. In accordance with the
procedures of cc 85-86, the good news of the erection of Mavelikara and the
appointment of His Excellency Joshua Mar Ignathios, the Auxiliary Bishop
and Protosyncellus of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, as its first
Eparchial Bishop, was announced by His Beatitude the Catholicos on 1 January
2007.



Eparchy of Mavelikara...

In a common pastoral letter to the Malankara Catholic Church, His
Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos
underlined the historical and contemporary factors that contributed to the
erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara in the North-Western region of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivadrum and the choice of the city of Mavelikara as the
Episcopal See from which the new Eparchy takes its name: “Even though
there is the presence of our Church in the North Western region of the
Archieparchy of Trivandrum, it needs to be strengthened all the more. This
region has borne decisive share in the history of Kerala, especially in the history
of the Mar Thoma Christians. The famous Synod of Mavelikara and the
Mavelikara Padiyola (document) herald this historical importance. Besides,
the Synod expressed its consent to establish a new Eparchy centred on
Mavelikara, which, in modern history, include the native places of Mar Ivanios,
Metropolitan of happy memory, the most venerated Father of the Malankara
Church and the progenitor of the Reunion Movement and of Rt. Rev. Msgr.
Philipose Remban, its undisputed strong leader and we determined to carry
out the necessary canonical arrangements for the execution of the same” (see
CPL 1/2007 in this issue). Thus a new Malankara Catholic Eparchy has come
of its own in the homeland of Mar Ivanios, in Mavelikara, the land of the
legendary king, Maveli.

The current issue of MALANKARA includes all the reports of the
Permanent Synod, the Fourth Ordinary Episcopal Synod and the Extraordinary
Holy Episcopal Synod that, among topics on their agenda, had taken decisions
towards the erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara and the appointment of its
First Eparchial Bishop Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios. The documentation
of the erection of the new Eparchy of Mavelikara follows.

The reinstatement of the Ecclesiastical titles of “Remban” and
“Corepiscopo” in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is another remarkable
development in the History of the Church. Its documentation not only records
the fact but also conveys the Church’s esteem to the Priests thus honoured.

As usual, this issue of MALANKARA includes the reports of the
Synodal Commissions and Common Pastoral Letters.

We, the Editors, express, on behalf of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, our hearty congratulations and best wishes to His Excellency Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the First Eparchial Bishop of Mavelikara and to
the new Eparchy a future blessed with abundant fruits for its apostolate, which
will help the growth and expansion of the Malankara Catholic Church. So
also, we convey our esteem and respect to the new Rembans and Corepiscopoi
of our Church.

We are happy to present to you this issue, Number two of Volume two

of MALANKARA.

- Editors
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The Permanent Synod

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA, INDIA

THE PERMANENT SYNOD
13 September 2006

REPORT

A meeting of the Permanent Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
was held at Thirusannidhi, the Major Archbishop’s House, Pattom, Trivandrum on
13 September 2006. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos presided over the Synod. The members of the Synod, namely, His
Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev.
Isaac Mar Cleemis, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod) were present. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom could not be present due to the dislocation of his itinerary. Rev. Fr.
Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor, recorded the proceedings.

The meeting commenced at 9 a.m. on 13 September 2006. His Beatitude
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos made the opening prayer.

His Beatitude, the Catholicos welcomed the members to the first meeting of
the Permanent Synod, convened to prepare the next Ordinary Synod of the Church.
He said that the draft of the statutes of the Permanent Synod can be taken as a
working instrument for the functioning of the Synod. He drew the attention of the
members to the forthcoming Reunion Day Celebrations to be held under the auspices
of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha. He also said that the Permanent Synod was convoked
to discuss about certain matters of urgent concern and introduced the following
Agenda.

THE AGENDA
1. Preparation for the Fourth Ordinary Synod — Agenda
2. Erection of a new Eparchy
3. Evaluation of the functioning of the Synodal Commissions, especially
Synodal Commission for Liturgy
4. Pastoral care of the Faithful in the extraterritorial regions of the Church
5. Construction of the Catholicate Centre — Fund Raising

Preparation for the Fourth Ordinary Synod — Agenda
There are some important issues to be taken up in the next Ordinary Synod
of the Church to be held from 31 Octobergto 3 November 2006. The most important



The Permanent Synod

of them is the often-discussed need to create other Eparchies from the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum.

Similarly, the meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions has to
be well prepared and conducted so that the Commissions become more efficient.

Erection of a new Eparchy

His Beatitude introduced the topic. He summarised the various proposals that
are currently discussed in order to make the ecclesial and pastoral life of the
Archieparchy of Trivandrum more effective. The Bishops evolved the following
criteria for considering the proposal:

e What is the need to create the Eparchies?

e  Will they be self-sufficient?

e Will they enhance the unity and pastoral efficiency of the Church

safeguarding the legitimate cultural diversity of the people?

The Bishops were of the opinion that it was not advisable to erect more than one
Eparchy for the present. After weighing the merits and demerits of the proposals on
the basis of the criteria evolved, the Bishops decided to submit the following proposal
to the Ordinary Synod on behalf of the Permanent Synod: “We propose to erect a
new Eparchy consisting of the Presbyteral districts of Mavelikara, Kollam and parts
of Chengannoor and Adoor, spread over the civil districts of Alapuzha, Kollam and
Pathanamthitta. The see of the proposed Eparchy may be fixed at Mavelikara due its
historical and cultural importance and as the birth place of Archbishop Mar lvanios.”

Evaluation of the functioning of the Synodal Commissions, especially Synodal
Commission for Liturgy

The Permanent Synod expressed its satisfaction at the initial functioning of
the Synodal Commissions. It urged those concerned to prepare well for the
forthcoming meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions.

The progress of the tasks undertaken by the Synodal Commission for Liturgy
was assessed. The commission was encouraged to speed up and complete the work
to publish all necessary liturgical books.

It was evaluated why the published Préarthanakramam (Order of Prayers) was
not accepted by the Faithful. It was noted that the changes introduced were not appreciated
by the Faithful. Hence it was decided to review the book. His Beatitude the Catholicos
informed the Bishops that since the matter was raised in the meetings of the Major
Archiepiscopal Eparchial Presbyteral Council, Rev. Fathers Philip Chempakasseril and
P.G.Thomas Panicker were asked to review the published book and suggest corrections
needed.

Pastoral care of the Faithful in the extraterritorial regions of the Church
a) Gulf Countries: The arrangement for the pastoral care of the faithful in the
Gulf Countries was discussed. It was proposed that it would be good to send
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a priest to Kuwait. The present confusion created there by the Local Ordinary
through appointing a Latin Priest to cater to the pastoral needs of the
Malankarites, has to be cleared through correspondence with the Bishop of
Kuwait.

b) Extraterritorial Regions in India: The proposal for the appointment of an
Apostolic Visitator with Episcopal character is under consideration of the Holy
See and its decision is awaited. The question that came up for consideration is:
where will the Apsotolic Visitator reside? Under the socio-political
circumstances, it would be ideal to have the residence of the Apostolic Visitator
in New Delhi, the capital of our country. The infrastructure at Vasant Kunj,
Delhi and the new centre under construction in Delhi shall be utilized for this.
It was observed that this is an arrangement done with synodal understanding.
The maintenance of the priests and parishes, is to be taken care of by the
respective parishes for the time being and later, it could be taken up by the
Apostolic Visitator. The general consensus was that our North Indian parishes
and missions should become self-sufficient.

Construction of the Catholicate Centre

His Beatitude, the Catholicos gave details of the fund-raising-process with the
local collections made so far.The estimated cost of the existing buildings of the St.
Aloysius Seminary that are to be handed over to the Catholicate Centre, was presented
to the Permanent Synod and approved by the Synod.

CONCLUSION

The meeting of the Permanent Synod was concluded at 4 p.m. with the prayer
and the blessing of His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Synod

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Decisions

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE PERMANENT SYNOD
13 September 2006

DECISIONS

The Permanent Synod that met on 13 September 2006 decided:

1.

to submit the following proposal to the Ordinary Synod on behalf of
the Permanent Synod: “We propose to erect a new Eparchy consisting
of the Presbyteral districts of Mavelikara, Kollam and parts of
Chengannoor and Adoor spread over the civil districts of Alapuzha,
Kollam and Pathanamthitta. The See of the proposed Eparchy may be
fixed at Mavelikara due its historical and cultural importance and as
the birth place of Archbishop Mar Ivanios.”

that the recently published Prarthanakramam (Order of Prayers) be
reviewed to correct mistakes

that the Apostolic Visitator with Episcopal character, who will be
appointed by the Holy See, for the Malankara Catholics residing outside
the canonical territory of the Malankara Catholic Church in India, will
have his residence in New Delhi, the capital of our country.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
(Secratary)

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
(Chancellor)
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Letter to the Holy Synod

LETTER TO THE HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
FROM THE PERMANENT SYNOD

From
The Permanent Synod
Dated 13.09.2006
To
The Holy Episcopal Synod
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

The Proposal to erect a new Eparchy - Mavelikara
May it please the Fathers of the Holy Synod!

The members of the Permanent Synod which met on 13 September 2006 at the
Major Archbishop’s House under the presidency of His Beatitude Moran Mor
Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos, considered the urgent pastoral
need of erecting a new Eparchy in the north-western region of the Archieparchy
of Trivandrum. The Permanent Synod has discussed and reflected in detail
the need and has unanimously decided to present the request to erect the new
Eparchy to the Ordinary Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Hence,
as Secretary, may | present to the Fathers of the Synod the following request
for further study and action.

We propose to erect a new Eparchy consisting of the Presbyteral districts of
Mavelikara, Kollam and parts of Chengannoor and Adoor spread over the civil
districts of Alapuzha, Kollam and Pathanamthitta. The see of the proposed
Eparchy may be fixed at Mavelikara due to its historical and cultural importance
and as the birth place of Archbishop Mar Ivanios.

Yours devotedly in Christ

sd/-
+ Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE FOURTH
ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
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The Fourth Holy Synod

THE OPENING MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE,
THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE FOURTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL
SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

In the name of the most Holy Trinity,
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit

Dear Synod Fathers,

I welcome you all to this Holy Episcopal Synod. This is the fourth Synod
of our Church. We have once again come together as members of the episcopate
of our Church to ponder over some important aspects of the life of our Church.
Let us thank the Spirit of God who has gathered us in the love of God the Father
to dispense the saving grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Itis to us, the weak servants of the Lord, that he entrusted this Church, to
pastor his flock in charity and service. Let us thank the Lord, for making use of us
for his work, the building-up of his Church. I thank the Lord for having made us
useful instruments to accomplish the tasks entrusted to us, especially since our
Church has been raised to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal Church. We have
been strengthened by the Lord to take up this task of governing this Church,
discerning where the Spirit of the Lord is guiding her. What we could achieve in
this short period of time and the manner we responded to them guarantee the
presence of the Spirit of the Lord guiding the life of our Church.

The erection of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and the installation of its
first Metropolitan-Archbishop, have strengthened the administrative ministry of
our Church. Several Eparchies constituted into a Metropolitan province enables
the Church to coordinate the ecclesial activities common to the province. In a
similar manner, bifurcation of Eparchies enables the effective pastoral care of the
Faithful, making present the Episcopal ministry easily available. The Second
Vatican Council, through its Decree on Bishops, lays down norms for the
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bifurcation and erection of Eparchies. In our Church, this is to be taken care of by
the Major Archbishop-Catholicos with the consent of the Holy Episcopal Synod
and in consultation with the Holy See.

The Archieparchy of Trivandrum, erected in the year 1932, grew up and
expanded in all domains of its ecclesial and social life. It was in 1996 that the
Eparchy of Marthandom was established, comprised of the ecclesiastical districts
of the State of Tamil Nadu. Thereafter, the people of the different zones of the
Archieparchy have expressed their need and desire to have new Eparchies erected.
The Permanent Synod that met on 13 September 2006 deliberated over these
proposals in the light of the administrative and pastoral needs of the Archieparchy
of Trivandrum. The proposal of the Permanent Synod is included in the agenda of
this Synod. | am happy to place the matter for the consideration of this Holy
Episcopal Synod.

The Synodal Commissions are the organs that assist the day-to-day life
and activities of the Church. We are convening a meeting of the Secretaries of
these Commissions to assess their functioning. In the present canonical status of
our Church, it is vested with us, every obligation to see that the Christian Faithful,
especially the Lay People, are participants and co-operators in the mission of the
Church,

There is now the need of a concerted effort to complete the codification
of our Particular Law. This should be a source to facilitate our ecclesial life.
Together with the CCEO, the Code of our Particular Law will bring authenticity
to the canonical institutions that we establish in order that they may serve the
purpose for which they are empowered. It would enhance the life of the Eparchies.

Besides some of the liturgical matters, one of the important topics on the
agenda is the Cause of Canonization of Mar Ivanios. | am personally inspired
immensely by the fervour of our People and the strong faith with which they take
refuge in the intercession of Mar lvanios. It is my earnest prayer that the Lord
deign to expedite the cause of canonization of our venerable Father. The canonical
process is progressing. The Postulator has submitted a canonical petition, which
I, now place before you for your consideration. By this, | intend to consult this
Holy Episcopal Synod as per the norms of law for the process of canonization.
Venerable Brother Bishops,

The guiding vision of all our ecclesial activities is the greater glory of
God and the good of the Church. We are truly concerned to make present the
divine grace of the salvific act or the fruits of the economy of salvation to the
People of God, the Church. By the grace of God, our mother Church, the
Malankara Catholic Church, was always in the forefront in fulfilling her God-
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given task in the Universal Church and in the world at large. She is like a city
built on a mountain that sheds its light all around. The Lord strengthens her in all
possible ways. And | hope that the agenda we handle today will lead us to some
important decisions and historic events in the life of our Church. When we evaluate
the meager resources at our disposal, we see that it is the grace of God that makes
events happen in our midst. Every Holy Episcopal Synod inspires the Church and
leads the Church ahead.

My health need not be a matter of concern for you. Your prayers are a
stronghold for me, because, it is the Lord who strengthens me. | am particularly
hopeful these days and am very much encouraged by your presence here in the
Synod. Your visits at times when | am hospitalized strengthen the communion
that we enjoy in our Church.

Invoking the love of God the Father, the grace of the only Son and the
abiding presence of the Holy Spirit on us all, on this Synod, | declare this Synod
open.

- Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
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Report

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE FOURTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
31 October to 3 November 2006

REPORT

The fourth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church was convoked at Thirusannidhi, the Major Archbishop’s House at Pattom,
Trivandrum from 31 October to 3 November 2006. His Beatitude Moran Mor
Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos presided over the Synod. All
the members of the Synod, namely, His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Catholicos (President of the Synod), Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis, Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of
the Synod), Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Timotheos, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios and Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas
were present. Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor, recorded the
proceedings. Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis moderated the sessions of the Synod
when His Beatitude had to absent himself from the sessions for short periods due
to his ill-health.

The members of the Synod assembled and concelebrated the Holy Qurbono
at 9 a.m. on 31 October 2006, at which all the office-bearers of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia also participated.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Major Archbishop-Catholicos said
the opening prayer.

Inaugural Address

His Beatitude the Catholicos delivered the inaugural address. He welcomed
all the members to the fourth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. In his inaugural address, His Beatitude once again
recounted the wonderful ways in which God leads our Church and the progress,
the Church made in establishing the canonical structures. He drew the attention
of the Synod Fathers to the proposal of the Permanent Synod to bifurcate the
Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum in the light of the pastoral needs due to the
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geographical extension of the Archieparchy. He asked the Synod to study the
need in its historical and actual context.

Thereafter, His Beatitude dealt with special importance two topics on the
agenda of the Synod, namely, the urgency to complete the codification of the
particular law and the need to strengthen the activities of the Synodal commissions.
They are important in the life of the Church.

With these observations, His Beatitude declared the Synod open.

The Presentation and Approval of the Agenda
The President presented the following agenda for the approval of the Synod:

1. Report of the Third Holy Episcopal Synod
2. Guidelines given by the Third Holy Episcopal Synod

Proposal of the Permanent Synod to establish a new Eparchy
(Mavelikara) in the MCC (matter subsecreto).

The Synodal Commissions and their functions

Structuring of the Tribunals of the Syro-MCC

Presentation and approval of the final draft-plan of the Catholicate Centre
Presentation of the revised draft of the Takso and Qurbonokramam for
the approval of the Holy Synod

8. Evaluation and action-plan for completing the codification of the
Particular Law of the MCC and the statutes of the canonical bodies.

9. The Cause of Canonisation of Archbishop Mar lvanios
10.  Other relevant matters, if any, with the consent of the President
The agenda was approved by the Synod.
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THE AGENDA

1. The Report of the Third Holy Synod

The Report of the Third Synod was read out by Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod. After clarifications and corrections, the
report was passed at the proposal of Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, which was
seconded by Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom.

2. Guidelines given by the Third Holy Episcopal Synod

The guidelines given by the Synod was read out. The Synod on session
unanimously approved the same.

A discussion on “diaconate ministry after the comprehensive examination
in October until the feast of Easter”, clarified that it is applicable not only to the
Deacons who study in St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary, but also to all the Deacons
studying elsewhere also. The same is recommended to the curriculum of priestly
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formation in religious communities, but they are free to follow their own Holy
Rule in this matter.

3. Proposal of the Permanent Synod to establish a new Eparchy (Mavelikara)
in the MCC (matter subsecreto)!

His Beatitude the Catholicos introduced the topic. He introduced the proposal
of the Permanent Synod: “We propose to erect a new Eparchy consisting of the
Presbyteral districts of Mavleikara, Kollam and parts of Chengannoor and Adoor,
spread over the civil districts of Alapuzha, Kollam and Pathanamthitta. The See
of the proposed Eparchy may be fixed at Mavelikara due to its historical and
cultural importance and as the birth place of Archbishop Mar Ivanios”.

The proposal was discussed in the context of the historical, geographical,
socio-cultural, pastoral and ecclesial situations of the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum. It was decided that at present only the formation of the Eparchy of
Mavelikara is to be considered. Other proposals may be dealt with at other
opportune times.

Regarding the geographical extension of the Eparchy, it was proposed that it
shall include the Presbyteral districts of Kollam and Mavelikara and parts of
Chengannoor. It was pointed out, that it would be convenient to retain all the
parishes of the civil district of Alapuzha in the proposed Eparchy. It was also
decided that the parishes on the western side of the Main Central Road in the
civil didtrict of Pathanamthitta shall be included in the new Eparchy.

In relation to the civil districts, the proposed Eparchy comprises of the district
of Alapuzha south of river Pampa, certain parts of Kollam and Pathanamthitta.
In the civil district of Kollam, the boundary of the Eparchy is the boundary of the
parishes of the presbyteral district of Kollam. The boundaries of the parishes on
the western part of the Main Central Road in the district of Pathanamthitta shall
be the boundary of the proposed Eparchy. The number of native priests of the
proposed area, the socio-economic status of the parishes, the pastoral outreach
potential, the number of ecclesiastical institutions, etc., have been considered
before arriving at a decision. The Holy Synod in its fourth session decided
solemnly “to erect the Eparchy of Mavelikara, bifurcating the Archieparchy of
Trivandrum, comprising of the Presbyteral districts of Mavelikara and Kollam
and parts of Chengannoor and Adoor. This coincides with the civil disctirct of
Alapuzha minus certain portions that belong to the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and
parts of the civil districts of Kollam and Pathanamthitta”.

! The matter was subsecreto at the time of the Synod and till the announcement of erection of the Eparchy of
Mavelikara.
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From which city shall the Eparchy take its name? Which shall be the permanent
see for the residence of its Bishop? Regarding these questions, it was decided
that the city of Mavelikara shall be the permanent see for the residence of the
Bishop and from that city the Eparchy shall take its name. It was also decided
that the residence of the new Bishop shall be at Punnammoodu, Mavelikara.
Necessary alterations and additions shall be made to the present presbytery of the
parish at Punnammoodu to be used as a temporary Bishop’s House. It was further
decided that St. Mary Immaculate Church at Punnammoodu, Mavelikara shall be
the cathedral of the New Eparchy. However, the appellation “immaculate” shall
be dropped.

The next point for discussion was, who would be the Bishop of the proposed
Eparchy. After due consideration, the Synod, in its fourth session decided solemnly
“to appoint His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the present Auxiliary
Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, as Bishop of the proposed
Eparchy of Mavelikara.”

The Synod then turned its attention to the sharing of the temporal goods of
the Archieparchy at the time of the bifurcation. The following principles were
accepted for the same:

e The assets of the Major Archieparchy shall be divided taking into
consideration the needs and obligations of the Major Archieparchy and
the new Eparchy.

e The ownership and use of all properties of the churches, institutions and
lands in the proposed eparchy, shall be incorporated to the new eparchy.

4. The Synodal Commissions and their functions

In preparation for the meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions
on 1 November 2006 on the sidelines of the Synod, the Synod evaluated the
functioning of the Synodal Commissions constituted for effectively carrying out
the mission of our Church in the different aspects of its life. The Synod expressed
its satisfaction about the way the Synodal Commissions have begun their functions.
For further improvement in their functions and for empowering them adequately,
the Synod Fathers shall attend the proposed meeting of the Secretaries.

5. Structuring of the Tribunals of the Syro-MCC

The letter (Prot N. 3279/06 SAT dated 15 May 2006) from the Supreme
Tribunal of the Apostolic Segnatura on the occasion of the erection of the sui
iuris Syro-Malankara Church into a Major Archiepiscopal Church, outlining the
principal necessary undertakings concerning the administration of justice in the
Major Archiepiscopal Church, was introduced in the Synod.
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The Synod evaluated the functioning of the tribunals of the Church in the
light of the above-mentioned letter. The Synod also took into consideration the
lack of qualified personnel to work in the tribunals of the Church. The Synod also
took note of the number of priests who are now doing their higher studies in
Canon Law. Taking into consideration of the various factors, especially
convenience of the Faithful, it was felt that the erection of a common tribunal as
not feasible. Hence the Synod encouraged the Eparchies to co-operate with and
co-opt personnel from other Eparchies as per provisions of the law.

According to the norms of canon 1062 of the CCEO the Synodal tribunal of
the Church was formed. The members are:

General Moderator or President : Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Judges : 1. Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
: 2. Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
Likewise, the Synod was also informed of the personnel to be appointed to
the Ordinary Tribunal of the Church which deals with the second and ulterior
instance according to the norms of canon 1063. The following are the proposed
persons to constitute this tribunal:
President : Rev. Dr. John Kochuthundil
Judges : Rev. Dr. Thomas Thannickakuzhy
Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Rev. Dr. Thomas Muthalapra
Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Kuttiyil OIC
Rev. Dr. Sr. Anila Christy DM
Defender of Bond . Rev. Dr. Varghese Thannkickakuzy
Promoter of Justice . Rev. Dr. Joseph Gnayalloor
The Synod appreciated the endevours of the Eparchial Bishops and the tribunal
personnel and asked them to carry on the administration of justice in the Church.
6. Presentation and approval of the final draft-plan of the Catholicate Centre

The Finance Officer and the Architect Mr. Saiju Muhammed from ‘Insight,
Consortium for Architectural Research and Design’ presented the plan of the
proposed Catholicate Centre to house the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the
Church. The Bishops expressed their anxiety over the size or built-up area of the
centre and its cost of construction. Many pointed out that the conference hall, the
chapel and the auditorium should be smaller in size than what is shown in the
plan. The auditoriums of nearby institutions could be used when large number of
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participants assemble for meetings. The Chapel shall be of typical Malankara
style. An amount of Rupees thirty to thirty-five lakhs needs to be spent on it. The
Synod Hall shall be closer to the Chapel. The Living rooms and the office rooms
shall be separated. Preferably, there shall be a separate living block for the office
bearers.

The Synod expressed its satisfaction in the progress of the fund-raising
programmes in favour of the construction of the Catholicate Centre. In this context,
taking into account the health of His Beatitude, the Catholicos, it was also decided
that Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos shall help him in the planning and execution
of the project.

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas expressed his hope that the Malankara Catholics

of the United States would be willing to contribute for the construction of the
Chapel at the Catholicate Centre.

Presuming the construction of the Minor Seminary buildings to be over and
the shifting made towards the close of 2006, a proposal was made to lay the
foundation stone and begin work of the Catholicate Centre on 1 January 2007,
the Feast of St. Basil, the heavenly patron of His Beatitude, the Catholicos.

7. Presentation of the revised draft of the Takso and Qurbonokramam for the
approval of the Holy Synod

The draft of the revised text of the Takso was presented before the Synod by
the Secretary of the Synodal Commission for Liturgy. He presented the proposed
translational changes and additions, effected according to the criteria accepted
by the commission. The following are the criteria and some of the pertinent
changes:

© The translation of all Anaphorae shall conform to the original Syriac text
o Ingeneral, for the rubrics, one has to refer the Thikasa. Hence the rubrics are

given only in most pertinent instances. Rubrics of the three blessings of the
Anaphora are given in detail.

© The original Syriac text of the Institution Narrative and Epiklesis are given
in Syriac also. Their Malayalam translations are given in conformity with the
original Syriac text.

S The name St. Thomas, the Apostle of India, is added in the Intercessory
prayers.

2 In the kuklion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the wording ‘nin
valamairgjabhaminiyum’ is changed to ‘nin valabhagerajabhaminiyum’.

2 In the kukkilion of the Saints, the wording — ‘orup6lingum Mar Théma,
undemclum ninnérma, a redactional change is made.
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o Similarly, the language of the Bovootd of the Kukkilion for the Departed, is
corrected.

The Synod went through the entire translation and agreed to the above-
mentioned proposals. The Synod kept the following suggestions of the Synodal
Commission for Liturgy in abeyance:

o to add the Anaphora of Mar Julios, the Patriarch of Rome
o toadd a long Proemion and Sedero from the Syriac text
o to add more Huthomo (covering 70 pages)

The Synod also directed the Secretary of the Commission, Rev. Fr. Kuriakose
Thadathil, to print the final text of the Takso and Qurbonokramam after presenting
a copy of the final proof with the final layout to Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos.
The Chancellor, Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, shall see to the execution of the
decisions.

8. The Cause of Canonisation of Archbishop Mar Ivanios

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal
Curia, who is also the Postulator of the Cause of Canonisation of Archbishop Mar
Ivanios, briefed the progress of the cause to the Synod Fathers:

S The Petitioners, namely the Order of the Imitation Christ (Bethany Ashram),
the Sisters of the Imitation of Christ (Bethany Convent) and the Congregation
of the Daughters of Mary, appointed the Postulator, Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil
OIC, with the approval of the Metropolitan-Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church in the year 1998.

© The Postulator, with the help of those who from time to time came to work in
the team of helpers for the cause of canonisation, conducted a preliminary
study through questionnaires, interviews, collection of the written and
published works of Mar lvanios.

2 The Postulator submitted a Canonical Petition to the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church on 15 July 2005.

2 Inthe mean time, a lot of study and research is actually taking place in the
way of preparing the ground work for the progress of the different stages for
the cause of canonisation.

o Thetranslation of most of the books written and published by Mar lvanios is
progressing.

2 It is assumed that His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop Catholicos, is
consulting with the Theologians before he finally accepts the Canonical
Petition.
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o The Postulator called together a meeting of those of our Church who could
contribute to the formation of a Historical Commission of the Cause.

S The consultation with the Synod is to appraise the Synod-Fathers about the
progress of the cause.

© Itis hoped that by the next Synod, that is, in the fourth week of February
(second week of the Great Lent), the Synod would be able to give its final
opinion before the Major Archbishop gives approval to the canonical petition.

2 Once the canonical petition is accepted, Mar lvanios could be called "a Servant
God".

The Synod sought clarification on a few points, such as, the canonical nature
of the cause, the participation of the Eparchial Clergy and other Christian Faithful
in the process of canonisation, the ways to ensure the participation of all in the
process, etc. The Postulator clarified these points giving sufficient details. The
Synod expressed its satisfaction in the progress of the Cause and assured every
encouragement to proceed with it. The Synod awaits the decision of His Beatitude,
the Catholicos regarding the acceptance of the Petition. If the Petition is accepted,
it shall be made known to the Church by 15 July 2007 after which Archbishop
Mar lvanios could be called “Servant of God”.

9. Other relevant matters if any with the consent of the President

a. Account-keeping of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia

The Secretary of the Synod will meet the Finance Officer and explain to
him the procedure to be followed in the maintenance of the account. The records
and accounts should be kept in the Curia office and Sr. Ardra SIC, the Office
Secretary, has to maintain the daily accounts.

b. The Problem of the management of a School in Bombay.

At Sakinaka in Bombay, a trust consisting of some Malankarites had started
a school. The Synod expressed its hopes that the concerned parties will abide by
the directives given by His Beatitude in finding out an amicable solution to some
of the problems that have cropped up.

c. Pastoral Care of the Faithful in America and Europe.

Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas reported to the Synod his efforts to build
up our Church in the above-mentioned continents organizing our people who
have migrated to these places and are settled down there. The Synodal Commission
for these regions is strengthened to assist the pastoral activities in these continents.
To the question whether the number of members of the Synodal Commission for
Pastoral Care of the Faithful Outside India could be increased, the Synod expressed
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a favourable assent. Similarly, to the question whether Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo
Mannikarottu could be appointed in Germany, the response was that, if he is
willing, it would be welcome.

It was also suggested that buying a property in the United States would
be helpful to consolidate and extend our activities. In order to tide over the
financial difficulties, some income-generating institutions such as old age homes
could be built, which would also enable us to extend our services to
others.Suggestion was made that other priests should not be permitted to render
any service among our Communities in the United States, lest they undermine
the pastoral service of the local parish priest.

d. Pastoral Care of the Faithful in Chennai from the Eparchy of Marthandom.

Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom presented to the Synod the need of
pastoral care for the faithful of the Eparchy of Marthandom, who have migrated
to Chennai. For their effective pastoral care, the Holy Qurbono should be celebrated
in Tamil. A priest from the Eparchy shall be sent to Chennai for this. He should
stay in our parish at Padi and do the work. It was proposed and the Synod agreed
to the proposal that Fr. Jose Chamakalayil should be authorised by His Beatitude
the Catholicos for this.

The Synod noted with appreciation the donation of 11 cents of land for a
cemetery for our church at Padi, Chennai, by the Eparchy of Marthandom.

CONCLUSION

Since more time is needed, the topic on the agenda, “Evaluation and action-
plan for completing the codification of the Particular Law of the MCC and the
statutes of canonical bodies” was postponed to be taken up in the next Ordinary
Synod to be held in February. Taking into consideration the convenience to conduct
the seminar for the members of the Synodal Commissions on 21 and 22 February
2007, the Synod decided to hold the next gathering of the Ordinary Synod on 22
and 23 February 2007.

The Synod came to a close with the concluding message from His
Beatitude, the Catholicos. He expressed his satisfaction of the synodal
deliberations. He was happy that the Synod gave its consent towards the bifurcation
of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and in order to create the Eparchy of
Mavelikara. He informed the Synod that the proposal shall be sent immediately
for consultation with the Apostolic See through the Apostolic Nuncio in India.
He expressed his hopes that the Holy See will expedite the matter.

He also referred to the fruitful meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal
Commissions and encouraged its decision to come together for the seminar before
the next Ordinary Synod in February.
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He reminded the Synod-Fathers about the commencement of the 50th
year of the reorganisation of the State of Kerala and hence the Golden Jubilee
year. He appreciated the growth and development, Kerala achieved in the past
fifty years. He recounted the contribution of our Church to the Church and Society
of Kerala under leadership of the illustrious prelates of our Church, especially
Mar Ivanios and Mar Gregorios, in the field of social reform, social and religious
harmony, education, health care and politics. He expressed his regrets at the
growing tendency of the people to create divisions in the society due to unhealthy
politicisation of social events and discrimination in the name of caste and religion.

His Beatitude thanked all the members of the Synod for attending the
Synod. His Beatitude also thanked the officials of the Curia for their prompt
service. He wished everyone a fruitful preparation for a blessed Christmas during
the Advent Season. He declared the Synod closed at around 12 noon on 3
November 2006.

Thereafter, the Synod Fathers went to the Chapel, prayed the Kaumo and
chanted the Kuklion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints. His Beatitude the
Catholicos imparted the apostolic blessing.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary of the Synod

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE FOURTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
31 October to 3 November 2006

DECISIONS

The Fourth Holy Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church decided:
I. To erect a new Eparchy (Mavelikara) in the Malankara Catholic Church

1.

(matter subsecreto till its public announcement)

To erect the Eparchy of Mavelikara bifurcating the Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
comprising of the Presbyteral districts of Mavelikara and Kollam and parts of
Chengannoor and Adoor. This coincides with the civil district of Alapuzha minus
the portions that belong to the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and parts of the civil
districts of Kollam and Pathanamthitta.

That the city of Mavelikara shall be the permanent see for the residence of the
Bishop and from this city the Eparchy shall take its name.

That the residence of the Bishop of the proposed Eparchy of Mavelikara shall be
at Punnammoodu, Mavelikara.

That St. Mary-Immaculate Church at Punnammoodu, Mavelikara shall be the
cathedral of the New Eparchy. However, the appellation “immaculate” shall be
dropped.

To appoint His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the present Auxiliary
Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, as the Bishop of the proposed
Eparchy of Mavelikara

1. To publish the Takso and Qurbonokramam

6.

That the Takso and Qurbonokramam be published as approved by the Holy
Episcopal Syndod, after the final proof with the layout has been verified by Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos. The Secretary of the Commission, Rev. Fr. Kuriakose
Thadathil, and the Chancellor, Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, shall see to the
printing and publication of the approved books.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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The Valedictory Message

THE VALEDICTORY MESSAGE
OF HIS BEATITUDE, THE CATHOLICOS
AT THE FOURTH ORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL
SYNOD
OF THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Venerable Synod Fathers,

As we move towards the end of our Synodal gathering, | thank you
most sincerely for your presence, active participation and concerted efforts. It
was again another experience of the presence and guidance of the Spirit of
God in our ecclesial life. The deliberations of the Synod have helped us to
make concrete decisions in view of the future of our Church.

I thank the Lord for making it possible for me to attend this Synod, in
spite of my weak health. The important event of this Synod is the consent you
have given to erect the Eparchy of Mavelikara and to appoint Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios as its first Metropolitan. With this decision we are endorsing a
long cherished dream of our Church, especially of the Major Archiepiscopal
Eparchy of Trivandrum. | hope the Holy See will be favourably disposed as
we present the matter for consultation. I recall with gratitude the encouragement
we have always received from the Apostolic See in the building up of our
Church.

As | have always stressed, it is our obligation that we become dispensers
of divine life in the communities entrusted to our pastoral care. Hence let us
carry along the spirit and the communion that we have experienced in this
Synod into our Eparchies.

We are soon entering into the Advent Season. Let us prepare our hearts
and minds and our communities for receiving the Lord. May God bless us all.

Thank you all. I declare this Synod closed.

- I}l/lgoran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
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THE MALANKARA EPISCOPAL SYNOD
BEGINS TODAY AT THE CATHOLICATE CENTRE

Trivandrum: The Fourth Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic
Church is convoked to meet from 31 October to 3 November 2006 at the
Catholicate Centre at Pattom, Trivandrum. In the Synod presided over by Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, Bishops Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Thomas Mar
Koorilos, Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Isaac Mar Cleemis, Geevarghese Mar
Timotheos, Joshua Mar Ignathios and Joseph Mar Thomas will participate.
The topics on the agenda of the Synod are the functions of the various Synodal
Commissions, the progress of the codification of the Particular Law, the
convocation of the Malankara Catholic Assembly, etc. There will be a meeting
of the Chairmen and the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions on 1
November 2006.

Sd/-
Catholicate Centre . .
Pattom. Trivandrum Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
31.11.2006 Chancellor
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THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC
EPISCOPAL SYNOD CONCLUDED

The Fourth Holy Episcopal Synod of Malankara Catholic Church, being
held at Thirusannidhi, from 31 October to 3 November 2006, ended.

The Holy Synod prepared the documents to be submitted to the Holy
See for consultation to make available our ministerial authority in the life of
the Church in the mainstream regions and in the regions outside its canonical
territory. In the meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions, which
was held on the sidelines of the Synod, on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee
of the birth of the State of Kerala, the Synod evaluated the creative contribu-
tion of the Malankara Catholic Church for the spiritual and social growth of
Keralites and expressed its satisfaction for the growth and development Kerala
achieved in the past fifty years. But the Synod regretted the growing tendency
in the society to politicise and communalise events in the name of caste and
religion.

Sd/-
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Trivandrum Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
03.11.2006 Chancellor
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM-695 004, KERALA INDIA

EXTRAORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
23 November 2006

REPORT

His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos convoked an
Extraordinary Synod as he received a favourable reply from the Holy See concerning
the bifurcation of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the erection of the Eparchy
of Mavelikara and the appointment of Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, its
Metropolitan. The letter of reply says, “All things duly considered, the Holy See is
most pleased to express to Your Beatitude that it is in full agreement with the Synod’s
decision to inaugurate the said bifurcation”. The letter had further stated: “So as to
complete the requested consultation with regards to the Apostolic See, the Synod
must meet again so as to grant its formal consent both for the bifurcation and for the
transfer of Mar Ignathios from his titular See to that of the Eparchy of Mavelikara.
Additionally, Your Beatitude is asked to inform this Dicastery when such agreement
is acquired, together with specifics as to what the date which you choose for this
matter to be formally published by the Holy See”. All members of the Synod were
informed and invited to attend the Synod.

The Synod was convoked and held at Thirusannidhi, the Major Archbishop’s
House at 9 a.m. on 23 December 2006. Metropolitan Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios, Metropolitan Emeritus Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos and
the Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas were absent.
They had informed the Catholicos their inability to attend the Extraordinary Synod
and the Synod accepted their absence as legitimate. As the majority of the Bishops
were present, there was the required quorum. His Beatitude, the Catholicos welcomed
the Bishops present and declared the Synod open.
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The Presentation of the Agenda

His Beatitude presented the agenda of the Synod:
1. Erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara and transfer and appointment of Joshua
Mar Ignathios as the Bishop of the Eparchy of Mavelikara
a. Division of the Temporal Goods
b. Other Canonical formalities of the erection of the Eparchy of
Mavelikara
c. Option of Priests to the New Eparchy

2. Reinstating the Titles of Remban and Corepiscopo

Erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara and transfer and appointment of Joshua
Mar Ignathios, Bishop of the Eparchy of Mavelikara

Taking into consideration the earlier decision in the matter, the Synod
unanimously endorsed the proposal to erect the Eparchy of Mavelikara bifurcating
the Archieparchy of Trivandrum. In the same manner the Synod endorsed its earlier
decision to appoint Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios as the Eparchial Bishop of
Mavelikara relieving him from his present office as Auxiliary Bishop and
Protosyncellus of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and transfer him from the
titular See of Nigizubitanam.

The Synod also decided that the boundary of the Eparchy shall be the same
as decided earlier and contained in the documents sent to Rome for consultation.

Division of the Temporal Goods

On the division of temporal goods, the proposals sent to Rome were
confirmed. His Beatitude also informed the Synod that 100 acres of land from Bethany
Estate Mukkampala shall be given over to the new Eparchy. To mark out the portion
of the estate to be given to the new Eparchy, a committee consisting of Most Rev.
Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, the finance officers
of the two Eparchies and the present Manager of the Estate, was constituted. They
are to visit the Estate and ear mark the portion of the Estate consisting of 50 acres of
rubber plantation, 25 acres of coconut plantation and 25 acres of the other arable
areas of the estate.

The first year salary of the priests of the New Eparchy starting from 1 January
to 31 December 2007 shall be paid by the Mother Eparchy as per practice followed
in the matter.

Other Canonical formalities of the erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara

The date of announcement of the erection of the new Eparchy and the
appointment of its Metropolitan shall be fixed on 1 January 2007, the feast of Mar
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Baselios, the patron saint of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios. It was decided
that the Holy See shall be informed of it through the Apostolic Nuncio.
The day of installation is fixed to be held on 16 February 2007.

Option of Priests

The priests of the Major Archieparchy are to be informed of the decision of
the bifurcation of the Major Archieparchy through a letter along with an option form
inviting them to state who would be willing to opt for the new Eparchy. Temporary
option was ruled out.

Reinstating the Titles of “Remban” and “Corepiscopo”

His Beatitude expressed his desire to revive, as per a previous decision by
the Synod, the titles of Remban and Corepiscopo which were prevailing in our Church.
Members of the Synod agreed to the suggestion to honour some of the priests for
their meritorious service to the Church. The Synod wanted that definite norms be
formulated and published on the rights and obligations of the Remban and
Corepiscopo. Concerning the insignia, it was suggested that the Remban shall have
the masnapso (head cover) embellished with 13 crosses (signifying a monk), black
cassock (signifying that the monk is dead to the world), black over coat, with blue
lining (signifying total dedication to God), wooden Cross hung around the neck on
a black thread and foot wear. For the Corepiscopo, the insignia shall be the
Pathraseen, attached to the cope, the red sash, silver Cross hung around the neck on
a silver chain and a golden ring with a Cross imprinted on it.

CONCLUSION

As per directive given by the Apostolic See, the Synod became necessary to
complete the formalities to inaugurate the bifurcation of the Major Archieparchy.
His Beatitude the Catholicos thanked the Synod-Fathers for coming together at a
short notice. The Synod concluded at 4 p.m. with a prayer and blessing by His
Beatitude, the Catholicos.

Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM-695 004, KERALA, INDIA

EXTRAORDINARY HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
23 November 2006

DECISIONS

The Extraordinary Synod that was convoked on 23 November 2006 decided:

I. on the erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara and transfer and appointment of
Joshua Mar Ignathios as Bishop of the Eparchy of Mavelikara

1.
2.

.0

to erect the Eparchy of Mavelikara bifurcating the Archieparchy of Trivandrum.
to appoint Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios as the Eparchial Bishop of Mavelikara
relieving him from his present office as Auxiliary Bishop and Protosyncellus of
the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and transfer him from the titular See of
Nigizubitanam.
that the boundary of the Eparchy shall the same as decided earlier and submitted in
the documents sent to Rome for consultation.
that the date of announcement of the erection of the new Eparchy and the
appointment of its Metropolitan shall be on 1 January 2007, the feast of Mar
Baselios, the patron saint of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios and that the
Holy See shall be informed of it through the Apostolic Nuncio.
that the day of installation ceremony shall be on 16 February 2007.
n the Titles of “Remban” and “Corepiscopo”
that the titles of Remban and Corepiscopo which prevailed in our Church be
reinstated.
that the insignia of the Ramban shall be masnapso (head cover) embellished with
13 crosses (signifying a monk), black cassock (signifying that the monk is dead to
the world), Black over coat, with blue lining (Signifying total dedication to God),
Wooden Cross hung around the neck on a black thread and Foot Wear
that the insignia of the Corepiscopo shall be the Pathraseen, attached to the Cope,
silver cross hung around the neck on a silver chain and a golden ring with a cross
imprinted on it.

Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos

Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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DOCUMENTATION

THE ERECTION OF THE EPARCHY OF MAVELIKARA
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF JOSHUA MAR IGNATHIOS
AS ITS FIRST BISHOP

The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Malankara Catholic
Church decided to erect the new Eparchy of Mavelikara
consisting of the Presbyteral districts of Mavelikara, Kollam
and parts of Chengannoor and Adoor spread over the civil
districts of Alapuzha, Kollam and Pathanamthitta,
bifurcating the Archieparchy of Trivandrum. It also decided
to appoint His Excellency Joshua Mar Ignathios as its First
Bishop. On 4 November 2006, His Beatitude Moran Mor
Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos sent the
letter of consultation to the Holy See (to the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches), according to the norm of CCEO
c 85 81, through the Apostolic Nunciature in India.
On 5 December 2006 His Eminence Ignace Cardinal Moussa
Daoud, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental
Churches sent to His Beatitude the letter of favourable
opinion of the Holy See. The Catholicos decreed and
announced the erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara at 4.30
p.m. (IST) on 1 January 2007 at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Trivandrum. It was formally announced in the L’Osservatore
Romano on 2 January 2007. The inauguration of the new
Eparchy of Mavelikara and the installation of His Excellency
Joshua Mar Ignathios as its first Bishop took place on 16
February 2007 in Mavelikara.

The other documentations are on the conferral of
Ecclesiastical Titles of Remban and Corepiscopo. This is
followed by the letters from the Pontifical Council for
Christian Unity on the appointment of consultors of the
Pontifical Council.
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Documentation

Consultation with the Holy See -
Letter to the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches

To

His Eminence

Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud

Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
Via della Conciliazione 34, 00193 Roma, Italy

Subiject: Erection of a new Eparchy in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Your Eminence,

After the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the juridical status of
a Major Archiepiscopal Church on 10 February 2005, the Church has been
restructuring its administrative units for the efficacy of its life and Mission. A new
ecclesiastical province of Tiruvalla was established on 14 May 2006. Invoking God’s
blessings on our Church we are organizing the life and apostolic works of the Major
Archieparchy of Trivandrum more effectively with the blessings and guidance of
the Holy See.The Permanent Synod held on 13 September 2006 reflected in detail
the necessity of the erection of a new Eparchy, namely, the Eparchy of Mavelikara,
dividing the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum. The Permanent Synod decided to
propose the matter to the Ordinary Synod.

After detailed study and reflection the Holy Episcopal Synod held from 31
October to 3 November 2006 unanimously accepted the proposal. It was decided to
submit the proposal to the Holy See for consultation. All the relevant information
and details of the proposed Eparchy are included in our letter of request.

As authorized by the Holy Synod, | am submitting the proposal to the Holy See
via the Apostolic Nunciature for consultation in the light of Can 85/1 (CCEO) to
your Eminence to do the needful in this regard.The unanimous decision of the Holy
Synod is:

1. To erect the Eparchy of Mavelikara bifurcating the Archieparchy of Trivandrum
comprising of the Presbyteral districts of Mavelikara and Kollam and parts of the
Presbyteral districts of Changannur and Adoor. This coincides with the civil district
of Alapuzha minus the portions that belong to the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla and
parts of the civil districts of Kollam and Pathanamthitta.

2. To appoint His Excellency Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the present Auxiliary
Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum, as the Eparch of the proposed
Eparchy of Mavelikara

Requesting Your Eminence’s Blessings and Prayers

Dated 04.11.2006

Yours devotedly in Christ

sd/-
+ Moran Mor Cyril Mar Baselios
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Dated 04.11.2006
To
Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio
Apostolic Nunciature
50-C, Niti Marg, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi 110 021

Subiject: Erection of a new Eparchy in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Your Grace,

After the elevation of the Malankara Catholic Church to the juridical status of a
Major Archiepiscopal Church on 10" February 2005, the Church has been
restructuring its administrative units for the efficacy of its life and Mission. A new
ecclesiastical province of Tiruvalla was established on 14 May 2006.

Invoking God’s blessings on our Church we are now trying to organize the
life and apostolic works of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum more effectively
with the blessings and guidance of the Holy See. The Permanent Synod held on 13
September 2006 reflected in detail the necessity of the erection of a new Eparchy,
namely, the Eparchy of Mavelikara, dividing the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum.
The proposed Eparchy shall also be suffragan to the Major Archieparchy of
Trivandrum. The Permanent Synod decided to propose the matter to the next Ordinary
Synod.

After detailed study and reflection the proposal was unanimously accepted
by the Ordinary Synod held from 31 October to 3 November 2006. It was also decided
in the Synod to submit the proposal to the Holy See for consultation. All the relevant
information and details of the proposed Eparchy are included in our letter of request
as well as the prospects of the new Eparchy is sufficiently explained there in.

I request your Grace to forward our proposal to the Holy See for further action in the
light of Canon 85 § 1 (CCEO) with your recommendation.

Thanking Your Graces for all the support you have been extending to me,
Yours lovingly in Our Lord,
sd/-

+ Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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. December 5, 2006
oma
CONGREGATIO Via della Conciliazione, 34

PRO ECCLESIHS ORIENTALIBUS Indirizzo postale: 00120 Citta del Vaticano

Prot. N. 171/2006

Your Beatitude,

As per your request of November 4, 2006, the Apostolic Nuncio to India, S.E.R. Mons.
Pedro Lopez Quintana, has forwarded to this Dicastery (November 16, 2006) your submission
concerning the proposed bifurcation of the Archeparchy of Trivandrum. The new Eparchy is to be
designated Mavelikara, and the new bishop is to be the current Auxiliary of Trivandrum, His
Excellency Joshua Mar Ignathios.

Your Beatitude, in compliance with CCEO can. 85.1, has sought the consultation of
the Holy See as regards the proposed bifurcation. This Dicastery has assiduously reviewed the
complete documentation which Your Beatitude has graciously provided. Of principal concern are
the favorable letters on behalf of the Permanent and Ordinary Synods, the historical and statistical
data which justifies the necessity of undertaking this development, as well as the endorsement of the .
Nuncio. All things duly considered, the Holy See is most pleased to express to Your Beatitude that

. it is in full agreement with the Synod’s decision to inaugurate the said bifurcation.

So as to complete the requested consultation with regards to the Apostolic See, the
Synod must meet again so as to grant its formal consent both for the birfucation and for the transfer
of Mar Ignathios from his titular See to that of the Eparchy of Mavelikara. Additionally, Your
Beatitude is asked to inform this Dicastery when such agreement is acquired, together with specifics
as to the date which you choose for this matter to be formally published by the Holy See.

Your Beatitude may be assured that this Dicastery shares your joy and that of the Syro-

Malankara Church for this very positive step in the Church’s progress and development. As always,
the Dicastery is committed to assist your Church in any manner within its capacity.

Sincerely NA{
+ { A va(t)
& Ignace Moussa Card. Daoud
Patriarch emeritys of Antioch of the Syrians, Prefect

With most cordial regards, I remain,

e s TSl
— AntonigV[aria Veglid
Secretary

His Beatitude

Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, O.I1.C.

Major Archbishop of Trivandrum for Syro-Malankar faithful
Archbishop's House

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695 004,

Kerala, India
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Dated 21.12.2006

His Eminence

Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud

Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
34 Via Concializione

00193 ROMA, ITALY

Your Eminence,

Most sincerely, | thank Your Eminence and the Holy See for the letter convey-
ing to us the good news that our proposal for establishing a new eparchy has
been agreed upon and for having disposed the matter so quickly.

As directed by the Holy See, we are holding an Episcopal Synod to finalize the
matters concerned. As soon as we arrive at a final conclusion, we shall let
Your Eminence and the Congregation know of the exact date on which it will
be announced publicly.

We thank Your Eminence for your loving concern and favourable disposition
towards our Church.

Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a Blessed New Year!
Yours devotedly in Our Lord
sd/-

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Copy to Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio, India
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23 December 2006
His Eminence
Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud
Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
34 Via Concializione
00193 ROMA, ITALY

Your Eminene,

As per Your Eminence's direction (letter Prot. N. 171/2006 dated 5 December
2006), a special Synod of the Malankara Major Archiepiscopal Church has been
convoked on this day, the 23rd of December 2006 at Major Archbishop's House,
Trivandrum. The Synod has granted its formal consent both for the erection of the
new Eparchy of Mavelikara, bifurcating the Archieparchy of Trivandrum and for the
transfer of His Excellency Joshua Mar Ignathios the current Auxiliary Bishop of
Trivandrum to the new Eparchy of Mavelikara.

Accordingly we propose 1 January 2007 be the date to publish this formally
by the Holy See and 16 February 2007 for the inauguration of the new Eparchy and
installation of the new Bishop. We request Your Eminence's blessings on these
occasions.

I hope Your Eminence will do the needful in every respect.

Requesting Your Eminence's prayers and with every good wish,

Yours lovingly in Our Lord
sd/-

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Copy to Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio, India
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30 December 2006
His Grace
Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio
Apostolic Nunciature
50-C, Niti Marg, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi-110 021

Your Grace,

As it has been informed by Your Grace, we are proceeding with the
announcement of the erection of the new Eparchy of Mavelikara, bifurcating
the the Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the appointment of His Excellency
Joshua Mar Ignathios the current Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum as the Eparchy
of Mavelikaraat 4.30 p.m. (IST) on 1% January 2007 in the St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Trivandrum. We know that this will be formally announced in the L’ Osservatore
Romano on 2" January 2007.

We have already informed Your Grace and the Holy See that our Synod
has decided the inauguration of the new Eparchy and the installation of the
new Bishop on 16" February 2007 at Mavelikara. We request Your Grace’s
presence on 16 February at Mavelikara.

Requesting Your Grace’s prayers and with every good wish,

Yours lovingly in Our Lord,

sd/-
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Documentation

Consultation with the Holy See -
Letter to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches on Announcement

3 January 2007

His Eminence

Ignace Cardinal Mousa Daoud

Prefect of the Congregation for the Orientel Churches
34 Via Concializione

00193 Roma, Italy

Your Eminence,

I am pleased to inform Your Eminence, that we have made the
announcement of the erection of the new Eparchy of Mavelikara, bifurcating
the Archieparchy of Trivandrum and for the appointment of His Excellency
Joshua Mar Ignathios the current Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum as the
first Bishop of Mavelikara at 4.30 p.m. (IST) on 1st January 2007 in the
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Trivandrum.

After my announcement, the decree of erection of the new Eparchy
and the appointment of its first Bishop, was read out by His Excellency Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Holy Synod in English and its
translation in the Malayalam was read out by Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil
OIC, the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. All the Bishops of
our Church and a large number of Priests, Religious and the Laity attended the
function.

I thank Your Eminence for all your service for the quick decision on
the matter by the Holy See.

We request Your Eminence to send an official from the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches as your representative to grace the occasion of the
inauguration of the new Eparchy of Mavelikara and the installation of His
Excellency Joshua Mar Ignathios as first Bishop which decided to be held on
16 February 2007 at Mavelikara. | hope Your Eminence will confirm the
presence of the representative at your earliest convenience.

Requesting Your Eminence’s prayers and with every good wish,

Yours lovingly in Our Lord,

sd/-
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

76



Eparchy of Mavelikara

Consultation with the Holy See -
Letter to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches on Announcement

(Translation in Malayalam)
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Documentation
Decree of Erection

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

THE ERECTION
OF THE EPARCHY OF MAVELIKARA

Prot. No. 1 /2007
DLECREL

MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

@he Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is blessed with the apostolic
foundation through the evangelizing mission of St. Thomas, the Apostle of
Jesus Christ. The Hierarchy of this Church, consisting of Trivandrum as the
Metropolitan Eparchy and the Eparchy of Tiruvalla as its suffragan, was
constituted in the year 1932. The Church increased in number and grew in
strength on its ancient apostolic tradition and faith. “Considering the brilliant
position of the Church” His Holiness Pope John Paul Il of happy memory
elevated this Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church “with all rights and
obligations prescribed in the Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches”
(Apostolic Bull Ab ipso sancto Thoma). Thereafter, the Holy Episcopal Synod
of this Church has been solicitous of the pastoral need of the Church to foster
divine life and service through administrative organizations.

@he Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod of the Church held from 31
October to 3 November 2006 discerned the need to create a new Eparchy
consisting of the north-western part of the Major Archieperchy of Trivandrum,
to carry out effective pastoral care for the Faithful of that region. Considering
the unique historical position of the city of Mavelikara, as a centre of ecclesial
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life, and as the birth place of Archbishop Mar Ivanios, the initiator of the
ecclesial communion movement among the St. Thomas Christians, the Holy
Episcopal Synod proposed Mavelikara as the See from which the new Eparchy
can take its name. It was decided that the new Eparchy shall consist of the
presbyteral districts of Mavelikara, Kollam and parts of Chengannoor and Adoor
spread over the civil districts of Alapuzha, Kollam and Pathanamthitta.
Therefore, We, Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, in consultation with the
Apostolic See, as per canon 85 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches,
hereby are pleased, to erect the Eparchy of Mavelikara. The permanent See
for the residence of the Eparchial Bishop of Mavelikara is the city of Mavelikara
from which the Bishop also takes his title. The Patroness of the Eparchy is St.
Mary. The Cathedral of the Eparchy shall be St. Mary’s Church Punnamoodu,
Mavelikara. The new Eparchy shall be Suffragan of the Major Archiepiscopal
See of Trivandrum and enjoy all rights, duties and privileges as envisaged in
the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and as specified in the Particular
Law and legitimate customs of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The
boundary of the Eparchy of Mavelikara shall be the boundary of the civil district
of Alapuzha south of River Pampa, and the boundaries of the parishes of the
presbyteral district of Kollam in the civil district of Kollam and the boundaries
of the parishes on the western part of the Main Central Road in the civil district
of Pathanamthitta.

ﬁothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that the new
Eparchy created through this decree shall be helpful to the apostolic work of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and produce abundant fruits for this
Church in communion with the entire Christian Faithful of the Universal
Church,

@Given at Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre on the First day of the month of January two thousand
and seven, in the year of Our Lord, the feast day of St. Basil, the Great, Our
Heavenly Patron, the second year of Our Major Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/-
MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Decree of Appointment

THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

THE TRANSFER AND APPOINTMENT
OF JOSHUA MAR IGNATHIOS

AS THE EPARCHIAL BISHOP OF MAVELIKARA

Prot. No. 2 / 2007
DECREE

MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Holy Triune God,
Self-existent, Almighty, Eternal and Consubstantial!

gﬂ'raternal greetings and apostolic blessings to our venerable Brother

JOSHUA MAR IGNATHIQS, the Titular Bishop of Nigizubitana and the
Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Eparchy of Trivandrum of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

#od always provides pastors and leaders for his flock, the Church.
Now that we have erected the Eparchy of Mavelikara as per the decision of the
Holy Episcopal Synod of our Church and after consultation with the Apostolic
See, we now turn our attention to provide a vigilant pastor of souls to the new
Eparchy of Mavelikara in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Hence, in our
apostolic solicitude, by virtue of canon 86 § 1 of the Code of Canons of the
Eastern Churches, We, Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, hereby, transfer YOU from
the Titular See of Nigizubitana and appoint Y®11 the Eparchial Bishop of the
newly erected Eparchy of Mavelikara of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
You will have the rights and duties inherent in your office and status. You are
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obliged to strictly safeguard all requirements prescribed by the Code of Canons
of the Eastern Churches and the Particular Law and legitimate customs of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

ﬁenerable Brother, having been raised to a new status in your ministry,
you should continue to work, so that the blessings of the Lord continue to be
poured out on the entire People of God of the newly erected Eparchy. Your
sacerdotal ministry since 1978 and Episcopal ministry as Auxiliary Bishop
and Protosyncellus of the Major Archiepiscopal Eparchy of Trivandrum since
1998 had been for the greater Glory of God and the good of His people. You
shall set before your eyes the teachings of the Fathers and Doctors of the
Universal Church and the ardent apostolic zeal of Archbishop Mar Ivanios
and the illustrious Prelates of our Church. To bring together all the separated
brethren of St. Thomas Christian tradition of India is a ministry most close to
the heart of our Church. Hence, you shall exercise the rights and obligations of
your office for the good of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and the entire
universal Catholic communion of the People of God.

Eothing contrary to this decree shall prevail. We hope that this, our
decree and the appointment shall be for the good of our venerable brother
Bishop Joshua Mar Ignathios and produce abundant fruits for the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in the communion of the entire Christian faithful
of the Universal Church.

®Biven at Trivandrum, from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre on the first day of the month of January two thousand
and seven, in the year of Our Lord, the feast day of St. Basil, the Great, Our
Heavenly Patron, the second year of Our Major Archiepiscopal Office.

sd/-
MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
sd/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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FACSIMILE OF THE NEWS GIVEN IN THE VATICAN WEBSITE

A DALLE CHIESE ORIENTALI CATTOLICHE ,
02.01.2007

DALLE CHIESE ORIENTALI CATTOLICHE

e EREZIONE DELL’EPARCHIA DI MAVELIKARA DEI SIRO-MALANKARESI E NOMINA
DEL PRIMO VESCOVO

S.B. Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, Arcivescovo Maggiore di
Trivandrum dei Siro-Malankaresi, con il consenso del Sinodo dei
Vescovi e dopo aver consultato la Sede Apostolica, ha eretto a norma
del can. 85 §1 del Codice dei Canoni delle Chiese Orientali
1’Eparchia di Mavelikara dei Siro-Malankaresi, con territorio
dismembrato dall’arcieparchia di Trivandrum dei Siro-Malankaresi,
rendendola suffraganea della medesima arcieparchia.

S.B. Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, Arcivescovo Maggiore di
Trivandrum dei Siro-Malankaresi, con il consenso del Sinodo dei
Vescovi ha trasferito a norma del can. 85 § 2 del Codice dei Canoni
delle Chiese Orientali S.E. Mons. Joshuah Mar Ignathios
Kizhakkeveettil da Vescovo titolare di Nigizubi ed Ausiliare
dell’arcieparchia di Trivandrum dei Siro-Malankaresi a primo Vescovo
di Mavelikara dei Siro-Malankaresi.

S.E. Mons. Joshuah Mar Ignathios Kizhakkeveettil

S.E. Mons. Joshuah Mar Ignathios Kizhakkeveettil & nato a
Kizhakketheruvu nell’Arcieparchia di* Trivandrum il 24 maggio 1950. Ha
frequentato gli studi filosofici e teologici nel "St. Paul’s
Seminary" a Tiruchirapalli ed & stato ordinato sacerdote per
1’Arcieparchia di Trivandrum il 2 aprile 1978.

Dopo l’ordinazione ha svolto i seguenti incarichi: Vice-Parroco a
Kirathoor, Parroco a Vimalapuram e Soosaipuram; Direttore della
scuola "Sacred Heart" ed incaricato della missione Siro-Malankarese a
Padi (Madras); Amministratore del "Mar Gregorios College"™ a Madras.
Dal 1996 & stato Protosincello (Vicario Generale) dell’Arcieparchia
di Trivandrum dei siro-Malankaresi.

Il Santo Padre Giovanni Paolo II il 15 aprile 1998 lo ha nominato
Vescovo Ausiliare di Trivandrum dei Siro-Malankaresi, attribuendogli
la sede titolare di Nigizubi. Ha ricevuto 1’ordinazione episcopale il
29 giugno 1998, solennita dei corifei degli apostoli Pietro e Paolo.
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Dati statistici

L’Eparchia di Mavelikara si estende principalmente nella parte nord
ovest dell’attuale Arcieparchia di Trivandrum.

Ha 30.825 fedeli di rito siro-malankarese cattolico su una

popolazione di 2.998.325 abitanti, di cui 269.849 malankaresi non
cattolici e 598.824 altri cristiani.

Le parrocchie sono 92, i sacerdoti diocesani nativi 63, religiosi
sacerdoti 12, religiosi fratelli 3 e suore 102.

Esistono inoltre 34
Istituti di educazione e 4 di carita.

La Cattedrale della nuova Eparchia & la "St. Mary’s Church",
Punnamoodu di Mavelikara.

[00004-01.02]

[BO003-XX.01]
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Translation of the News from Vatican Website

FROM THE ORIENTAL CATHOLIC CHURCHES
02.01. 2007
ERECTION OF THE EPARCHY OF MAVELIKARA OF THE SYRO-MALANKARITES AND
THE NOMINATION OF ITS FIRST BISHOP.

His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, the Major Archbishop of
Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites, with the consent of the Synod of Bishops and
after having consulted the Apostolic See has erected according to the norm of canon 85
§ 1 of the Code of Canon of the Oriental Churches, the Eparchy of Mavelikara of the
Syro-Malankarites with the territorial division of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum of
the Syro-Malankarites rendering it as suffragan of the same archieparchy.

His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, the Major Archbishop of
Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites, with the consent of the Synod of Bishops has
transferred according to the norm of canon 85 § 2 of the Code of Canon of the Oriental
Churches, His Excellency Joshua Mar Ignathios Kizhakkeveetil, the titular Bishop of
Nigizubi and the Auxilliary of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites
and appointed as the first bishop of Mavelikkara of the Syro-Malankarites.

His Excellency Msgr. Joshua Mar Ignathios Kizhakkeveetil

Is born on 24 May 1950 at Kizhakketheruvu in the Archieparchy of Trivandrum. He
pursued his Philosophical and Theological studies at St. Paul's Seminary, Tiruchirapally
and was ordained a Priest on 2 April 1978 for the Archieparchy of Trivandrum.

After his ordination, he was involved in the following responsibilities:
assistant parish priest at Kirathoor, parish priest at Vimalapuram and Soosaipuram,
Director of the Sacred Heart School, in-charge of the Syro-Malankara mission, at
Padi (Madras), administrator of Mar Gregorios College in Madras and . From 1996
he was the Proto-Syncellus of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum of the Syro-
Malankarites.

On 15 April 1998, His Holiness John Paul 1l had nominated him the Auxiliary
Bishop of Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites, attributing him the titular See of
Nigizubi. On 29 June 1998, on the solemnity of the martydom of Apostles Peter and
Paul, he was ordained a Bishop.

Statistical details

The Eparchy of Mavelikara has its extension principally in the north western
part of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum.

The eparchy has 30825 Syro-Malankara Catholic Faithful of its total popula-
tion of 29,98,325 inhabitants of which 269849 are Malankara non Catholics and
5,98,824 Christians of other denominations.

There are 92 parishes, 63 native Diocesan Priests, 12 Religious Priests, 3
Religious Brothers and 102 Religious Sisters. Besides, there are 34 educational
institutions and 4 charitable institutions in the new Eparchy.

St. Mary's Church, Punnamoodu of Mavelikkara is the Cathedral Church of
the new Eparchy.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

CONFERAL OF THE TITLE RAMBAN

DECRER

Prot No. 3/2007

MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP-CATHOLICOS OF THE MALANKRARA CATHOLIC
CHURCH

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Triune God
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial

@he Malankara Catholic Church founded by St. Thomas the Apostle grew up in
the communion of the Universal Church. The Church, which got divided into many
ecclesial communities, regained communion with the Universal Church through the
Reunion Movement under the leadership of Archbishop Mar Ivanios of happy memory.
The Bishops, Clergy and Religious relentlessly worked towards the growth of this
individual Church in the universal communion of the Catholic Churches. Hence,
this Church was elevated to the position of a Major Archiepiscopal sui iuris Church
in the in the Universal Catholic Church.

@he Church appreciates in a special way the Laity, Religious and Priests who
are sharers in her ministry and praises their endeavours. The Second Ordinary Holy
Episcopal Synod that was convoked on 6, 7 March 2006 decided to revive the minis-
terial titles of Ramban and Corepiscopo which were prevalent in the Church and to
honour a few Priests for their merritorious ministry and service of the Church . Hence
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by virtue of canon 89 §3 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Church, I, Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, hereby, elevate

from the Major Archieparchy of Tivandrum
Very Rev. Fr. Samuel Mannil
Very Rev. Fr. Samuel Thykkoottathil
Very Rev. Fr. Mathew Thuruthiyil

Very Rev. Fr. Joseph Jnayalloor

from the Eparchy of Bathery
Very Rev. Fr. Thomas P.T.

to the rank of Ramban.

menerable Priests, the Church recognises and praises in a special way the sacri-
fice and the fruitful service undertaken by you for the Reunion Movement in general
and in your Eparchies in particular. You shall exercise the rights and obligations of
the ecclesial ministry to which you are elevated according to the norms of the Code
of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the particular law and legitimate customs of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. May these be for the greater glory of God,
your spiritual growth and the good of the Malankara Catholic Church and the ecclesial
communion of the Universal Catholic Church!

@iven from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate Centre in
Trivandrum on the sixth day of month of January two thousand and seven, the feast
of Denaho of Our Lord, the second year of our Major Archiepiscopal office

A M oo

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

CONFERAL OF THE TITLE OF COREPISCOPO

ALCREE
Prot No. 4/2007

MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP-CATHOLICOS OF THE MALANKRARA CATHOLIC
CHURCH

For the perpetual good of the Church

Praise be to the Triune God
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

@he Malankara Catholic Church founded by St. Thomas the Apostle grew up in the
communion of the Universal Church. The Church, which got divided into many
ecclesial communities, regained communion with the Universal Church through the
Reunion Movement under the leadership of Archbishop Mar Ivanios of happy memory.
The Bishops, Clergy and Religious relentlessly worked towards the growth of this
individual Church in the universal communion of the Catholic Churches. Hence, this
Church was elevated to the position of a Major Archiepiscopal sui iuris Church in
the in the Universal Catholic Church.

@he Church appreciates in a special way the Laity, Religious and Priests who are
sharers in her ministry and praises their endeavours.The Second Ordinary Holy Epis-
copal Synod that was convoked on 6, 7 March 2006 decided to revive the ministerial
titles of Ramban and Corepiscopo which were prevalent in the Church and to honour
a few Priests for their merritorious ministry and service of the Church. Hence by
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virtue of canon 89 83 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Church, I, Moran Mor
Cyril Baselios, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, hereby, elevate

from the Eparchy of Bathery
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas Charivapurayidom
Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Thannickakuzhy

from the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha
Very Rev. Fr. Abraham Cheerakathottathil
Very Rev. Fr. Mathai Eramangalathu
Very Rev. Fr. George Vadakkan

from the Major Archieparchy
Very Rev. Fr. Varghese Mavelil
Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Kumbukattu

to the rank of Qorepiscopo.

menerable Priests, the Church recognises and praises in a special way the sacrifice
and the fruitful service undertaken by you for the Reunion Movement in general and
in your Eparchies in particular. You shall exercise the rights and obligations of the
ecclesial ministry to which you are elevated according to the norms of the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches and the particular law and legitimate customs of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. May these be for the greater glory of God, your
spiritual growth and the good of the Malankara Catholic Church and the ecclesial
communion of the Universal Catholic Church!

@iven from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the Catholicate Centre in Trivandrum
on the sixth day of month of January two thousand and seven, the feast of Denaho of
Our Lord, the second year of our Major Archiepiscopal office.

A - M bods
_—

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Chancellor Major Archbishop-Catholicos
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Description, Rights and Duties
of Rembans and Corepiscopoi

Guidelines given by the Major Archbishop - Catholicos
on the revival of the titles
in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

RANK OF REMBAN

The literal meaning of the word ‘Remban’ is a monk or one who has taken
solemn vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience’. It was the custom of the Universal
Church from the third and fourth centuries to have various Congregations of Religious
Orders, both for men and women. They were in vogue in the Eastern as well as in the
Western Churches. Each Religious House has a Superior and several members under
him.

The rank of the Remban prelevent in the Malankara Church is known as
belonging to the Order of Anthonios of the fourth Century.

Although it was and still is the custom in the Syro-Malankara Church to
choose candidates to the S. Order of the Episcopus from among the members of the
Religious Order, it is not a Theological requirement. Hence, even a lay man or one
who has received the Orders up to the Diaconate could be raised to this rank (Rfr.
Susrushakramam of the Orthodox Syrians, Yoohanon Mar Severios, p.250).

Remban’s Official Insignia

@ Masnapso (Head Cover) emblellished wit 13 crosses (Signifying a monk)
@ Black Cassok (Signifying that the monk is dead to the world)

@ Black over coat, with blue lining (Signifying total dedication to God)

@ Wooden Cross hung around the neck on a black thread

@ Foot Wear

Rights and Duties

@ To lead a life of prayer, meditations and submission

@ To lead a community life

@ To lead the Community Prayers and to give necessary directions to the extra-
ordinary Liturgical functions.

@ To teach and render Spiritual training to the candidates for Priesthood
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RANK OF COREPISCOPOI

This is a rank or an extended form of the priesthood in the Eastern Churches.
Cor-episcopi have the right and duty to execute the directives concerning
ecclesiastical affairs as representatives of the Eparchial Hierarch and to chalk out
appropriate regulations and schemes for their execution in parishes under their
jurisdiction (Rfr. Susrushakramam, p.226)

It is the tradition of the Eastern Churches to honour the members of the diocesan
clergy by conferring this dignity in appreciation of their meritorious service.

The Officical Insignia of the Cor-episcopi, having administrative power, are the
following:-

Pathraseen, attached to their Cope
A red sash

Silver cross on a silver chain

A ring with a cross imprinted on it.

@ @ @ @

- Moran Mor Cyril Baselios
Major Archbishop - Catholicos
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Communication
from the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity

PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM
AD CHRISTIANORUM UNITATEM FOVENDAM E Civitate Vaticana, die 5 October 2006

CR5& 12006k

PROT. N. ..........

Your Beatitude,

I duly received your kind letter of September 9* concerning the inclusion of
two members of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in the Catholic delegation to
the Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the
Malankara Orthodox and Syrian Orthodox Churches in Kerala.

Thank you for your positive reply regarding the membership of His Grace
Isaac Mar Cleemis and Rev. Fr. Jacob Thekkeparampil, who both are well prepared to
give a valuable contribution to the future activities of this Joint Commission.

On this occasion, I would also like to express my gratitude to Your Beatitude
for your personal contribution to the creation and the work of this Joint Commission,
ever since its foundation shortly after the visit of the late Pope John Paul II to India in
1986. Your participation allowed this Joint Commission to issue some important
documents and statements, such as the agreement on mixed marriages.

It is my hope and desire that this Joint Commission may continue to foster
fraternal relations among the Catholic and Orthodox local Churches in Kerala, and to
promote the cause of Christian unity. It would be my pleasure to discuss the future
activities of this Joint Commission with Your Beatitude or with members of your
Synod, whenever a suitable occasion may occur.

With best wishes for your good health and for your pastoral work, I wish to
convey to Your Beatitude my cordial greetings and respectful regards.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

lvouru Cava. laays

Walter Cardinal Kasper
President

His Beatitude MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
Major Archbishop-Catholicos

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
Catholicate Centre, Pattom

TRIVANDRUM — 695 004 KERALA (India)
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Communication
from the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity

(Translation in Malayalam) o
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Communication
from the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity

PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM
AD CHRISTIANORUM UNITATEM FOVENDAM

ProT. N. ‘Syq /2006/a

E Civitate Vaticana, die

13 December 2006

Your Grace,

I am writing to extend to you a formal invitation to be a member of the Catholic
delegation of both the Joint Commissions for dialogue with the Malankara Jacobite
Syrian Orthodox Church and the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church.

Since the beginning of this dialogue, His Beatitude Major Archbishop Cyril Mar
Baselios has been a prominent member of these Joint Commissions. With his consent, I
would like to suggest that you take his place in the Catholic delegation.

It is my conviction that your scholarly competence and ecumenical experience
will be most useful to the activities of both these Joint Commissions. I sincerely hope
that you are able to accept this responsibility and would appreciate a reply from you as
soon as convenient.

While looking forward to hearing from you, I extend my cordial greetings and
ask for God’s abundant blessing during this season of Advent.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

laue. Caud-Leanys

Walter Cardinal Kasper
President

His Grace Archbishop Isaac Cleemis Thottunkal
Catholic Bishop’s House

P.B. 4 Marygiri

Thiruvalla 689 101 KERALA

INDIA
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Report of Synodal Commissions

Report of the Meeting of the Secretaries of the
Synodal Commissions held on 1 November 2006

The meeting of the Secretaries of the Synodal Commissions was held on 1
November 2006 along with the Fourth Ordinary Holy Episcopal Synod convened
from 31 October to 3 November 2006 at the Major Archbishop’s house (Thirusannidhi),
Trivandrum. His Grace Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis, Archbishop of Tiruvalla,
representing His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, presided over the meeting. All
the Bishops and the secretaries of the Synodal Commissions were present. Rev. Fr.
Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia, was the
moderator. Rev. Sr. Ardra SIC recorded the proceedings. The meeting began with a
prayer.

In his welcome address, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, gave a brief
description of the functioning of the Synodal Commissions. He stressed the role of the
Synodal commissions as the principal organs assisting the ecclesial ministry of our
Church. He reminded all of the need to accelerate the work of the commissions in a
very practical level.

Following the introductory talk, the Secretary of each Synodal Commission
was allotted three to five minutes to briefly present the activities undertaken so far by
the respective Commission.

Synodal Commission for Liturgy

Three meetings of the Synodal Commission for Liturgy were conducted till
now. His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos chaired each session. The
members of the Commission updated the translation of the liturgical books. A sub-
committee consisting of Reverend Fathers P.T Thomas, Samuel Thaikoottathil, P. G.
Thomas Panicker, Philip Vaisyaneth, Thomas Parakkot and Kuriakose Thadathil is making
perusal of the translations and reprinting of the Takso of the Holy Qurbono and the
Qurbonokramam. The drafts of these texts were submitted to the Ordinary Episcopal
Synod held on 31 October 2006 for approval.

Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate

The meeting of the Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate was held on 23
May 2006 presided over by His Excellency Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom. In
that meeting, proposals were made to realize the mission and the responsibilities of the
Synodal Commission in the present day context of the Malankara Church. It was decided
to form a core group in each Eparchy to lead Bible Study Programmes. The Commission
itself will function as a resource team for the entire Malankara Catholic Church.

Synodal Commission for Evangelisation

The Synodal Commission for Evangelization was convened by its Chairman
Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis. The meeting evaluated the missionary and evangelization
awareness of the Malankara Catholics, in comparison with the other Catholics and
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non-Catholic Christian Churhes and ecclesial communities. The commission shall boost
awareness among the Malankarites through “mission conventions” at the Eparchial
level. A core group was chosen to carry out the further activities of the Commission.

Synodal Commission for Pastoral Care of the Faithful Outside India

The Commission for Pastoral Care of the Faithful Outside India was convoked
by its Chairman Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas on 1 October 2006 at St. Elizabeth
Church Bonn, Germany. Twenty-nine members attended the meeting including
Corepiscopo Rt. Rev. Geevarghese Mannikkarottu, the Secretary of the Commission,
and other members from the USA and Germany. The Commission discussed the
possibility of rendering effective pastoral care to the Malankara people residing outside
India without hampering the essential tenets of our faith and tradition.

Rev. Fr. Varghese Vijayanand OIC, a doctoral student at the University of
Leuven, Belgium, is appointed to take care of the spiritual needs of the Malankarites
in Germany and to coordinate the pastoral care of the people with the cooperation of
the Central Committee. The important proposals are:

1. Toestablish an Ecclesiastical Centre in Germany for an accessible and effective
pastoral care of our Faithful.

2. To appoint Rt. Rev. Geevarghese Mannikkarottu Corepiscopo assistant to His
Excellency Joseph Mar Thomas, who will reside in Germany.

3. To make a civil registration of our community in Germany

4. To empower the Central Committee to organize Holy Qurbono and other
liturgical celebrations

The possibilities of providing pastoral care in the Gulf regions were discussed. The

primary problem is the lack of personnel.

Synodal Commission for Theology and Publication

This is the commission primarily responsible for expounding the official
theological stand or doctrines of the Malankara Catholic Church. It consists of 13
members with Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos as Chairman and Rev. Dr. Jose Mariadas
OIC as Secretary. The first meeting was convened on 5 April 2006 at Srothas. The first
and foremost task of this meeting was to make a conceptual clarity regarding the
functions of the Commission. Some of them are:

1. To safeguard the orthodoxy of the Theology of the Church

2. To create a genuine interest and aptitude in the Theology of the Malankara
Church among the Faithful.

3. To build up a Theology for the Malankara Church taking into account its own
tradition, liturgical heritage and its cultural background but without overlooking
the challenges and demands of the modern times and that of our mission areas.

4. To make sure that the theological publications of our Church adopt a position
in accordance with the official theological stand of the Church and foster
Ecumenical spirit.

108



Meeting of the Secretaries

5. To institute an official theological publication either by developing an existing
one or by starting a new publication

6. To make use of for research, the centres of our Church, like SEERI

7. To work jointly with the subsection of the Commission, namely the Historical
Desk, in its endevours.

Synodal Commission for Theology and Publication: Subsection - the Historical Desk
The subsection, Historical Desk of the Synodal Commission for Theology and
Publication was convened along with the meeting of the Commission at Srothas, Pattom.
Plans are being chalked out to study the history and tradition of the Malankara Catholic
Church to present an unadulterated history of the Church. As part of the programme, Mr.
Peter C. Abraham and Mr. Jomi Thomas are to work together to collect the historical documents
pertaining to the Re-union Movement and the renowned diseased prelates of our Church.

Synodal Commission for Ecumenism and Dialogue

The Synodal Commission for Ecumenism and Dialogue met and discussed
the modalities of initiating the ecumenical dialogue with our Sister Churches. It also
evaluated the mission of our Church in relation to its Ecumenical and Re-union
endeavors.

Synodal Commission for the Clergy

The Synodal Commission for the Clergy in its two meetings convinced itself
that the primary concern of the Commission is the Clergy of the Church. It decided
that a scientific survey must be conducted to study the life of the Clergy in the Malankara
Catholic Church. It was also decided to conduct common gatherings of the Eparchial
Clergy before the survey. The gatherings could be held in three centres, namely, Bathery,
Tiruvalla and Trivandrum. The themes to be dealt with are: i) the meaning of the new
status of the Church and ii) the life and ministry of the Malankara Catholic Clergy
today. The meetings are already scheduled.

Synodal Commission for the Religious

The Secretary Rev. Dr. Thomas Reji OIC documented some of the activities
undertaken by the Synodal Commission for the Religious. The Commission was
convened twice; first on 22 March 2006 at the Catholicate Centre and the second on
18 May 2006 at Stella Maris, Kanyakumari, after the MRC Meeting. The support and
guidance of the Chairman Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Metropolitan of
Marthandom and the active participation of the members of the Commission help the
Commission to respond to the needs of the time. The Commission discussed the ways
and means of guaranteeing education up to +2 level in our educational institutions to
the Malankara boys and girls who face financial difficulties. It also sent letters to
Sri.V.S. Achuthanandan, the Chief Minister of Kerala, and Sri. M. A. Baby, the Cultural
Minister, with an appeal to ban the film “Da Vinci Code” of Dan Brown.
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Synodal Commission for the Laity
The Synodal Commission for the Laity through the two formal meetings held
on 3 March 2006 and 15 July 2006 under the auspices of Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, the Chairman, tried to come to an understanding of the role of
the Commission in the present context of the Church. Thereafter Rev. Dr. Mathai
Kadavil OIC, the Secretary and the members of the Commission took some
important steps in bringing to the attention of the Government the anxiety of the
community over the Self-financing Education Act Bill 2006 which can be used
against the rights of the minority religions. The Commission also convened the
meetings of the Vincent De Paul and Legion of Mary, the meeting of the Directors
of MCA and other laity organizations. A meeting of the political leaders of our
community who belong to different political parties was an inspiration for all
concerned. Some concrete goals were suggested to be set before the MCA as a
guideline for its socio-ecclesial activities.
1. Priority is to be given for the ecclesial life of the Laity.
2. Laity organizations are to be supported for Ecumenism and Re-union
3. The need to organize a research wing for a better articulation of our Christian
faith
4. The innovative possibilities in the field of education and different areas of job
opportunities shall be explored and made available to our people.
5. Utilization of human resources.
6. The minimum economic well-being of the members of our community should
be ensured
7. The issue of good health-concern for the aged should be attended with care

Synodal Commission for Youth

The activities of the Malankara Catholic Youth Movement and other youth
activities of the Church, both in the mainstream and outside the territorial boundaries
of the Church are to be strengthened. The Synodal Commission for the Youth should
act as a resource team.

Synodal Commission for Family

With the blessing of Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the Chairman of
the Commission, the first meeting was held on 26 May 2006 at the Catholicate Centre.
Besides the Secretary, Rev. Fr. Joseph Kannamkulam, fourteen members were present.
The main aim of the commission is to monitor the pastoral care of the families. Plans are
being drawn up to formulate a uniform syllabus for the Marriage Preparation Course in
each Eparchy. The Commission hopes to set up a marriage bureau and family counselling
centre in each Eparchy and to promote home-mission activities in every parish.

Synodal Commission for Faith Formation

The Secretary of the Commission, Rev. Dr. Antony Kakkanattu analyzed the
history of the Catechetical Commission since 1999. According to his report the
Commission headed by Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos tried its best to bring clarity in
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the catechetical vision of the Malankara Church. The aim of the Commission is to initiate,
integrate and incorporate the Faithful in the faith life of the Malankara Church and thus
to enter into a full communion with Jesus Christ and the Holy Trinity. It is with this
vision that the Commission initiates its activities. In the first meeting held on 18 March
2006 the Commission discussed the topics such as catechetical texts, teacher’s formation,
adult catechesis, use of communication media for the promotion of Christian values,
moral education in Malankara Catholic Schools, etc. for immediate consideration.

Synodal Commission for Vocation

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for Vocation was convoked on
16 May 2006 at Infant Mary Minor Seminary, Marygiri, Tiruvalla, under the presidency
of His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, the Chairman of the
Commission. Fr. Isaac Kochery, the Secretary and 14 members (the vocation promoters
of the Eparchies as well as representatives from various Congregations) gathered
together. The meeting decided to form an executive committee and proposed to convene
the meetings of the Synodal Commission once in every four months.

Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation

In its first meeting held on 5 March 2006 at St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary,
the Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation exposed its vision and tasks. It lays
down the vision of priestly formation in our Church keeping in mind the expectation of
the people. The commission noticed the lack of quality of formation of the Priests,
deterioration of pastoral application, domination of personal concerns in the life of the
Priests, lack of missionary zeal and similar other tendencies that prevail among the Priests.
So it made a few proposals to foster genuine vocation to priesthood. They are as follows:

1. To foster co-operation between parishes and seminaries

2. To arrange training programmes in the parishes for altar boys

3. To have a four-year priestly training in the Minor Seminary
The Synodal decision to keep all ordinations after Holy Easter was also highlighted
once again in the commission meeting.

Synodal Commission for Education

The Malankara Catholic Church under the leadership of Mar Ivanios and Mar
Gregorios of happy memory was always in the forefront in the field of education. This
ministry is effectively being carried out under the leadership of His Beatitude Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios. Following their illustrious example, the Synodal Commission for
Education in its meetings set the goals of the Commission {See MALANKARA 2/1
(2006) 96}. The commission is now working out a “vision statement” of education
policy of our Church and the mode of its implementation, especially in view of helping
out the poor and the marginalized.

Synodal Commission for the Social Apostolate and Dalit Christians
Rev. Fr. Premkumar, the Secretary of the Synodal Commission for Social
Apostolate and Dalit Christians, demonstrated with the help of an LCD projector the
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objectives, the vision and the mission of the Commission in order to further improve
its activities. He also highlighted the programmes already undertaken by the Eparchial
Social Work Departments among the Christians and the Non-Christians.

Synodal Commission for Health Service

The Commission for health Service was constituted with Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios as the Chairman and Rev. Dr. Abraham Kackanatt as Secretary. There
are 18 members including four consultors. The Commission met on 4 April 2006 at
Pushpagiri. Joshua Mar Ignathios in his key note address exposed the Christian vision
of continuing the healing ministry of Christ in the promotive, preventive, curative and
rehabilitative aspects of health services. The commission shall promote co-operation
among various health care agencies in the Church. It shall also strive to integrate the
traditional and modern medical systems, to promote maintenance of health in our
villages, to increase job opportunities in our own hospitals with dignified salary, etc.
The Commission also envisages the need of a get-together of all the medical doctors
of our Church to promote co-operation among them and in the health ministry of our
Church.

Synodal Commission for Media, Directory and Common Celebrations

The First meeting of the Synodal Commission for Media, Directory and
Common Celebration was held on 5 April 2006 at the Catholicate Centre. Most Rev.
Joshua Mar Ignathios, the Chairman of the Commission, presided over the meeting.
Eighteen members, including Fr. Wilson Thattaruthundil, the Secretary, were present
at the meeting. The main goal of the Commission is transmitting the love of God to the
whole humankind through social communication greatly contributing to the enlargement
and enlightenment of humanity for the propagation and consolidation of the Kingdom
of God. The Commission put forward various proposals:
1. To formulate a media policy according to the need of the times.
2. To establish a Media Centre at the Catholicate Centre to collect, store, process
and retrieve information crucial to the Church.
To develop a software which could be used by our Faithful at the parish level
To publish a common directory and provide a fuller version on our website
To establish an archive and museum for the Church
To evolve the procedure and protocol for the common celebrations of our
Church
7. To hold Mar Ivanios Memorial Lectures in connection with Mar lvanios Day.

o ukw

GENERAL DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The general discussion that followed the presentation of the reports appreciated
the steps taken by each of the Synodal Commission. The Commission's role in
strengthening our eccesial life and activities was discerned well. It was pointed out
that as Synodal Commission, they participate in the functions of the Synod and come
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to its assistance in the execution of its decisions and guidelines. Each Commission,
being headed by a Bishop functions together with the Synod. They are part of the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Church and are governed by its guidelines. Hence,
they are not to be seen as independent entities but as parts of the same system. Hence,
separate registrations as trusts, etc. are not envisaged.

It was also pointed out and highlighted that the constitution of the Synodal
Commissions is a unique feature of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. It ensures
the participation of all the Faithful - Bishops, Priests, Religious and the Laity - in the
daily life of the Church, including administration. The participation of the Laity in the
government of the Church is ensured through the Synodal Commissions.

The discussion also focused on the need of cooperation and coordination in
the activities of the Synodal Commissions as the activities of many of them are naturally
interrelated. It was also discerned that the commissions have to pursue a common
theme and goal set by the Church for a stipulated duration, say, for the next five years.
In order to achieve the above goal, the meeting made the following decisions:

e The Chairmen of the Commissions and the Secretaries shall sit together to
plan out the common programmes of the commissions.

e A general analysis of the actual situation of the Malankara Catholic Church
and the life of faith of the Malankarites has to be done to formulate a time-
bound programme of action.

e Aseminar shall be organized for the Secretaries (and for the members) of the
Commission on 20 and 21 February 2007, before the next Ordinary
Episcopal Synod which will be convened on 22 February 2007.

e Rev. Fr. Premkumar of the Eparchy of Marthandom is to plan out the seminar
of the Secretaries.

The Meeting ended at 6 p.m. with the prayer and blessing of the Bishops.

- Sr. Ardra Kaduvinal SIC
Office Secretary
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Family

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for family was held on 26 May
2006, at the Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum with the blessing of the Synodal Commission
Chairman, Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios.

Fourteen members of the commission were present and the meeting started with
a prayer. The welcome address was given by Fr. Joseph Kannamkulam, the Secretary of
the Synodal commission . It was followed by the key-note address delivered by Very Rev.
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. In his
talk he highlighted the specific rights and duties of the Malankara Catholic Church in her
status as Major Archiepiscopal Church. He also stressed the need to plan specific action
programmes to promote the pastoral care of the Malankara families and the need to
coordinate the work in consultation with other Synodal Commissions. He called for creative
leadership and the need to formulate certain guidelines in fulfilling the works of the
commission.

Then each Eparchial director shared the various activities in his Eparchy
to promote the pastoral care of the families. The sharing helped to understand better and
deepen the knowledge of the various activities in each Eparchy. After discussion and consultation
the members of the commission suggested the following action plan.

a. Toset up a core group team to facilitate, to coordinate and to promote the activities of

the commission. The core group team was constituted and the members are the directors

of Archieparchy of Trivandrum and Tiruvalla, the director of Marthandom, Mr. John

Daniel and Rev. Fr. Joseph Kannamkulam, the Secretary of the Commission.

To formulate a uniform syllabus for the Marriage Preparation Course in each Eparchy.

To start a marriage bureau in each Eparchy and to coordinate the works by the centre.

d. To promote home-mission activities in every parish and to strengthen the family
values by visiting and promoting classes for the same.

e. To observe and celebrate family-day on the same day every year in the entire Church.

f.  Tosupervise and monitor the publication of the family oriented pastoral letters, articles

and leaflets to strengthen family values.

To encourage family counselling centres in each Eparchy.

To formulate a yearly plan for the commission coordinating the works of different

family apostolate.

i. To support and strengthen the activities against alcoholism and to promote pro-
life activities in each Eparchy.

The meeting was concluded with a prayer at 2.30 pm followed by the lunch.

o o
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- Fr. Joseph Kannamkulam
Secretary, Synodal Commission for Family Apostolate
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate

The first meeting of the Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate
was held on 23 May 2006 at the Catholicate Centre. Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom, the Chairman of the Commission, presided over the meeting.

The Chairman drew the attention of the participants to some of the
important aspects of the work that the Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate
should undertake in today’s context of the Malankara Church and the society
at large. Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Malankara
Major Archiepiscopal Curia, highlighted the place, mission and responsibilities
of the Synodal Commission in relation to the present status of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. During the general discussion that ensued various
projects were proposed to realize the mission and responsibilities of the Synodal
Commission. Concluding the general discussion, the Chairman announced the
following tasks for the Commission: (1) an eparchial core group shall be formed
in every eparchy to lead Bible study programmes in it. (2) The Syro- Malankara
Catholic Church should have a common resource team for Biblical training. It
shall be constituted of five members including the Director of the eparchial
Bible Apostolate. It is good that the training of the resource team is conducted
in the Malankara Major Seminary, and according to a university system.

The next, namely the second, meeting of the Synodal Commission for
Bible Apostolate will decide the details of the above said organs.

Fr. Kurian Valuparampil
Secretary, Synodal Commission for Bible Apostolate
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Health Services

The Synodal Commission for Health Services is constituted of Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios as the Chairman, Rev. Dr. Abraham Kackanatt as Secretary, and the
Consultors, Fr. Maria Arputham, Fr. Joseph Thadathil, Fr. Cherian Azhakath, and Sr.
Felix DM. the members are Fr. Thomas Thekkedath, Sr. Dr. Scholastica SIC, Dr. John.
C. Mathew, Dr. Joy Philip, Dr. Rex, Dr. Jaya Raj, Dr. Isaac Plamoottil, Prof. Dr. P.T.
Thankappan, Dr. Motti from Chigago, USA, Rev. Sr. Lucy SIC, Sr. Gloria DM, Sr.
Sevana SIC and Sr. Susy OSS.

The commission was later enlarged by the addition of three other members
for adequate representation. They are Rev. Fr. Philip Neri OIC, Rev. Fr. Daniel
Thekkedath, and Rev. Sr. Ursula SIC.

The commission met at Pushpagiri on 4 April 2006. Eleven members
participated in the meeting. Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the Chairman of the
Commission exposed the Christian vision of continuing the healing ministry of Christ.
Jesus’ ministry consisted in restoring the human person in his totality. The healing
mission has four different aspects, namely the promotive, preventive, curative and
rehabilitative. Our educational institutions have a prominent role to play in the
promotive and preventive aspects.

Mar Ignathios asserted that the ‘right to live’ entails also the right to enjoy
good health'. Although Kerala is acclaimed as a model for other States in health care,
there are a lot to be done still. In India, about 47% of our population are underweight,
53% of women are anaemic; and 5.3 million HIV affected people. So he emphasized
the need of a Christian response, which is compassionate, holistic and personal. Mar
Ignathios also suggested compulsory blood grouping and HIV test before marriage.

Fr. Abraham Kackanatt, the Secretary of the Commission, raised the following
points for immediate consideration:

1. The health care activity in the Malankara Catholic Church is not a coordinated
ministry. The health care agencies are functioning like water-tight compartments.
This commission should take the initiative to foster cooperation among various
health care agencies in the Church. It is an area, where the Church as a whole
should bear testimony to the world.

2. As the cost of modern medical system is exorbitant for the common man. The
Church should take initiative to integrate traditional Indian medical system with
the modern medicine. Hence, there is the need to incorporate the Ayurveda, Homeo,
Nature Cure, etc.

3. Health care is a highly competitive field; in the struggle for existence, many of our
smaller hospitals and dispensaries may eventually die out, unless they are sustained
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by external assistance. Their continued service is vital in the maintenance of health
in our villages.

4. As many Hospitals are already suffering from the shortage of nurses, the Malankara
Church authorities should check the imbalanced migration of health personnel to
foreign countries, especially of the Religious Sisters. To keep the health personnel
in India, our hospitals should naturally provide at least the salary prescribed by the
Catholic Church.

5. There was also suggestion to convoke all the Malankara Doctors in our Catholicate
Centre, to conscientize them on current medico-moral and ethical issues from the
stand point of the Catholic Church.

Some of the participants also suggested sponsorship of medical insurance by wealthy
church members in favour of the poor segments of our church.

This report ends with a suggestion to the Episcopal Synod to recognize and honour
the health workers, who have rendered outstanding and self-sacrificing services in the
field of health care.

Rev. Dr. Abraham Kackanatt
Secretary, Synodal Commission for Health Service Commission
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The Report of the First Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Vocation

Date of Meeting . 16 May 2006
Venue of the meeting  :  Infant Mary’s Minor Seminary, Marygiri,

The Malankara Archdiocese of Tiruvalla, Tiruvalla
Presided over by . His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos

Chairman, The Malankara Catholic Synodal
Commission for Vocation.
Number of participants : 14 members

1. V. Rev. Fr. Antony Valiavilayil OIC, Chancellor of the Church, detailed to the
participants the establishment of the Synod and the Laws of the Church and the
duties and responsibilities of the Synodal Commission for Vocation.

2. A discussion by and among the participants followed. The following
modifications to the setting up of the Synodal Commission for Vocation were
suggested.

a. Delegates from all congregations of the Malankara Church should be
included in the commission.

b. Promoter of vocations or Rector of the Minor Seminary of each Eparchy
should be a member of the Synodal Commission for Vocation.

c. There should be a common policy for the functioning of Synodal
Commissions. An executive committee should be formed and empowered
to implement the policies of the Synodal Commission for Vocation.

d. The Synodal Commission for Vocation should meet once in four months.

There should be close cooperation with other Synodal Commissions
that have a common purpose.

Fr. Issac Kochery
Secretary, Synodal Commission for Vocation
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The Report of the Meeting
of the Synodal Commission for Pastoral Care

of the Faithful Outside India

The meeting of the Synodal Commission for Pastoral Care of the Faithful
Outside India was held at St. Elisabeth Church, Bonn, Germany on 1 October 2006.

Members present: Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas (Chairman), Rt. Rev. Geevarghese
Mannikarottu (Secretary), Sr. Mary Sosamma OSS (Germany), George Kakanattu
(USA), T.E. Yohannan (UAE), V.S. Varghese (UAE), Sr. Arpitha SIC (USA), Fr. Mathai
Iranithara OIC (Doha), George Mathew (Doha), T.M. Jacob (Germany).

The following invitees from Germany and USA were also present:

Fr. Varghese Vijayanad OIC, George Mundeth (Frankfurt Malankara Community Vice-
President), Philip Vattasseril, Sr. Lissy DM, Georgekutty Kocheth, Koshy Skaria,
Leelamani Kaippallimannil, Sr. Ushus SIC, Gracy Varghese, Sr Anugraha SIC, Ammini
Mathew, Karnasseril Varghese, Ottathengil Jens George Varghese, Bendict Vallanthara,
George Varghese Ottathengil, Peter Nediamannil, Babu Raj Stephen (USA), Baby
Thomas (USA).

Excused: Abraham Ponmelil (USA), George James (USA), John Panicker (USA),
Philip John (USA), Roy. A. Varghese (USA), Santhosh Mathew IAS (London), Koshy
Parapattu (Rome), Babukutty Thundiyath (USA), Sr. Anjaly Mathew (USA), Rev. Fr.
Cherian Mambrakuzhiyil (Canada), Rev. Fr. Augustine Mangalath (USA).

Absent: None.

The meeting started with the opening prayer by Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas,
Chairman and President of the Synodal Commission for Pastoral Care Outside India.
Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo, Geevarghese Mannikarott, the Assistant Chairman and Secretary
of the Synodal Commission welcomed everybody to the meeting. He explained the
meaning and status of the Major Archiepiscopal Church and read the report of the first
meeting of the Synodal Commission held in New York on 4 February 2006. He extended
appreciation and welcome to Fr. Vijayanand OIC, Fr. Mathai Iranithara OIC and other
members from Persian Gulf Countries, USA and Germany.

Presidential Address

His Excellency Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas explained the responsibility
of the Synodal Commission for Pastoral Care of the Faithful Outside India. He exhorted
members to share their ideas for the effective pastoral care of the Malankara People
Residing outside India. We cannot change the essentials of our faith and sacred traditions
according to the culture and tradition of the countries where we reside now. However,
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the non-essentials can be adapted or added to the circumnstances of our life with the
approval of the Malankara Hierarchy.

We should conscientise and motivate our people in order to have a centre for
better pastoral care. His Excellency said that proposals will be presented to the Synod
of Bishops for the final decision. He also announced that Fr. Varghese Vijayanand
OIC is appointed for the spiritual needs of the Malankarites in Germany and he will
coordinate the pastoral care of the faithful with the cooperation of the Central
Committee. He also informed that the next Holy Episcopal Synod will be from 31
October to 3 November 2006.

Then there was a lively and fruitful discussion on the previously informed

agenda. The topics were:

1. Pastoral Care of the Malankara Catholics in Europe and other parts of the
world.

2. Need of a Central organization for pastoral coordination

3. Other relevant matters.

The following are the conclusions of the deliberation:

1. The countries in the continent of Europe now specifically identified for
pastoral care are Germany, England, Italy, Austria and Switzerland.

2. Itis proposed to have a centre in Germany for effective pastoral care.

3. The members expressed their desire that Rt. Rev. Geevarghese Mannikarott
Corepiscopo, Assistant Administrator, reside in Germany.

4. Krefeld in Germany was proposed as the centre for residence of the
Assistant Administrator. The Parish Priest of Krefeld has expressed his
willingness to provide residence in his parish. The following members
were entrusted with the responsibility to look into the suitability of the
place: Fr. Varghese Vijayanand OIC, Mr. George Varghese Ottathengil,
and Mr. Georgekutty Kecheth.

5. The maintenance and support of the resident priest were discussed and it
was decided that each family should contribute « 10 per month or 100 at
the beginning of the financial year.

Other proposals:

1. Central committee should make a civil registration of our community in Germany.

2. Enquiry must be made whether 50% of the maintenance of a priest could be paid
by the German Church.

3. Each unit in Germany could have a Holy Qurbono in a month.

Central Committee must organize celebrations of Holy Week and Christmas.

5. Each unit must inform the Central Committee prior to arranging Holy Qurbono
and other celebrations of sacraments and sacramentals.

>
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Discussions on the Persian Gulf Region:

In the year 2003 Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos sent Rev. Fr. Jerome OIC
for pastoral care of the Gulf Region. He was appointed by the local Bishop. Rev. Fr.
Mathai Iranithara OIC followed Fr. Jerome OIC as the priest-in-charge. Recently Rev.
Fr. Peter Kadamankodu also had been appointed to the Gulf Region. Malankara Church
has about 10000 members in the Gulf region.Most of them are Bachelors; there are
very few families. Mascat and Behrain have monthly Holy Qurbono. Frequency of
Holy Qurbono has to be increased. A Church is being built for the Malankara Catholics
in Doha where we have more than sixty-five families and the community is
functioning like a parish in Kerala. Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranithara made a request for
financial assistance for the construction of the church. There is a Latin Priest from
the Congregation of the Carmelites (OCD) serving the spiritual needs for the
Malankara Community in Kuwait. This has created confusion among our Faithful.
In the UAE there are five Mission Stations.

Difficulties of Pastoral Care:

1. Unable to provide Holy Qurbono, Catechism classes and other pious
associational activities due to lack of personnel.

2. Lack of communication from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia (to this His
Excellency responded that sufficient details and addresses should be provided
in the Curia for communication).

3. Administration of sacraments without a no-objection letter of the priests
concerned.

Discussions on the pastoral care in the USA: His Excellency Joseph Mar Thomas

reported that the pastoral care of our Faithful in the USA are well organized.

Synodal Bulletin: The first issue of the official news letter of the Synodal

Commission for Pastoral Care of the Faithful Outside India, “Voice of Malankara”

was printed in the USA and distributed to all members. Capt. George Kakkanatt

from Houston made effort to edit and publish this first issue. Mr. George Mathew
from Gulf region and Mr. Mathew Jacob from Europe are also incorporated into the
editorial board.

Vote of thanks: Vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Mathew Jacob.

The meeting ended at 2 p.m. with the closing prayer and blessing of His
Excellency Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas.

Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Geevarghese Mannikarottu,
Secretary, Synodal Commission for Pastoral Care

of the Faithful Outside India
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76th Reunion-Day

By the grace of God and the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot.No. 5/2006

Praise be to the Holy Name of the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

THE CELEBRATION OF THE 76™ REUNION-DAY

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Venerable Priests, Deacons, Religious and my dear
Faithful!

It was under the most joyful and splendid background of the elevation
of the Malankara Catholic Church to the status of a Major Archiepiscopal
Church, sui iuris in the Universal Church that the Platinum Jubilee of the
Reunion Movement was celebrated last year. We share and proclaim the glory
and joy of this communion the Church has achieved, through the Reunion-
Day celebrations. On this occasion when we hold the 76" Reunion day
celebrations under the auspices of the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha, | wish to
share certain thoughts about our communion, our Church.

The Church is a divine mystery. The Holy Church is the visible
experience of the Trinitarian mystery. She, who has her origin in the creation
by the father, is constituted by the saving act of Jesus Christ, is continuously
renewed through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. (Constitution of the Church,
1-4).

Since the Church is a great divine mystery, it is difficult to the human
intellect to understand its essence and existence. Hence, the Second Vatican
Council itself introduces the Church through very many Biblical symbols. The
truth evinced in these symbols, however, is the relationship which the children
of the Church have with Jesus. Today, the Lord Jesus makes the blessings of
the economy of salvation available to the world through the Church. He
entrusted Peter to pasture this Church, which was constituted in the communion
of the Apostles. He prayed that those who believe in him may be one. As the
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pillar and bulwark (1 Tim 3:15) of unity, instituted and pastured in the world,
it is in the Catholic Church that the Church of Christ becomes visible and is
experienced. This Church is being guided by the successors of Peter together
with the Bishops in communion with him. The Fathers of the Church teach
that to those who become members of the Church, the mystical body of Christ,
through baptism, have the same faith, the same sacraments and the same system
of administration.

It is on the basis of this divine plan that we see and ought to see the
meaning and relevance of the Movement of Ecclesial Unity, to which Mar
Ivanios of happy memory gave leadership. It is from the profound God-
experience and ecclesial vision of the venerable Father that the Movement of
Church Unity took shape. The Church is the living body of Christ. The Church
is the divine plan instituted by our Lord in order to glorify God in the heights
and to achieve heavenly peace and salvation to humankind. Mar Ivanios taught
that the Church is the experience of the building up of the house by the Holy
Spirit upon the foundation of the Apostles, upon St. Peter the rock and upon
Christ the corner stone. His Grace believed that if only there is unity with St.
Peter and his successors, the truth, which the Lord desired for, to be under one
shepherd in one fold, would be realized. He also taught that this great truth
could be found out on the basis of the Holy Scripture and history, that this truth
is the strength and the foundation of the apostolic activities and that humility
and repentance are the mental dispositions to accept this truth.

It is to this communion of Churches that His Grace, Mar Ivanios of
happy memory, led the Malankara Church through the Reunion Movement. It
is this epoch-making person, who led us to the experience of the "one fold and
one shepherd”. In order to produce fruit and that it remains, we ought to
transform ourselves as living branches in Jesus Christ, the vine. We should
never remain separated from the body of the Church through reasons, either
personal or social. In early times, theological heresies and atheistic arguments
had ruined the ecclesial unity. The current tendencies are various. Some among
them are: opposition to the visible constitution of the Church, defective
presentation of faith, personal interests, perceiving authentic spirituality and
expressions of piety to be the same, etc. St. Paul reminds us: “For the time is
coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching
ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires,
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths” (2
Tim 4:3-4). We should become strengthened against the tendencies that disrupt
the life of the Church.
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Our parishes should become strong in the spiritual, ecclesial and social
realms. We should strengthen the prayer-groups of our parishes. Like the early
Christian communities, we should gather together to read and learn the Word.
Our parish life should be founded on liturgy and on its central point the Holy
Qurbono. We, who acquire divine energy from here, should visit homes and
pray, console and encourage the sick through our presence, deal with them in
their needs and calamities with financial and mental care, through these we
should make our church life an experience of communion. We should ascertain
that no one is alienated from us due to the lack of these. It is through these that
others happen to hear the clarion call of the Movement of Communion of
Churches.

It is the heart-felt desire of the Mother Church to bring the divided Mar
Thoma Christians to unity through this Movement for Ecclesial Communion;
likewise, the same the special mission of the Malankara Catholic Church. There
should be nothing in our ecclesial life, which is contrary to unity. We invite all
to embrace the communion of the Churches.

The yearly Reunion-Day Celebrations has been a source of blessings
to the children of our Church. That becomes a witness of our ecclesial
communion and of the blessing and peace we experience through this
communion. With the same fervour, we celebrate the anniversary of the Reunion
this year also on 19, 20 and 21 September at Muvattupuzha, in the Eparchy of
Muvattupuzha. We lovingly invite all the children of the Church to become
inspired and be witnesses to the unity of Church through participating in these
celebrations.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle
St. Thomas and the college of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

A Mo b

25-08-2006 . _ .
Catholicate Centre Moran Mor Cyril Baselios-Catholicos,

Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram  Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church

N.B. :This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.

Our Father in heaven.....
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Pastoral Letter

By the grace of God and the approval of the Holy See
From the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos

Prot.No. 1/2007

Praise be to the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

The Erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara, the appointment of its Metropolitan
and the conferring of the ranks of Remban and Corepiscopoi:

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Venerable Priests, Deacons, Religious and my dear Faithful!

The incarnation of the son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, is the sign of God the
Father loving this world so much. The Son of God is amidst us as ‘Emmanuel’, “God with
us”. May the first Christmas message, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favours”, which the heavenly choirs sung on the occasion of the
divine incarnation, be realized in our hearts, homes, ecclesial communions and in the entire
humankind. May all the blessings of God be with you all throughout this New Year.

This is a period when the Malankara Catholic Church makes strides in her God-
given mission and service. This Ecclesial Community founded on the apostolic faith-
tradition of St. Thomas is perfected in her status of autonomy;, self-governance. Thereafter,
we have been planning and executing canonical structures to make the ecclecial ministry
more fruitful and thus to facilitate the execution of our mission. In view of the pastoral
and administrative convenience, we constituted a Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Province
elevating the Eparchy of Tiruvalla, on 14 May 2006. As per recommendation of the
Permanent Synod held on 13 September 2006, the Holy Episcopal Synod convened from
31 October to 3 November 2006, evaluated the administrative arrangements of the
Archieparchy of Trivandrum taking into consideration the better efficiency of its pastoral
ministry. The Eparchy of Marthandom was erected on 16 December 1996, bifurcating the
Archdiocese of Trivandrum, which was established in 1932. The Holy Synod deliberated
on the need of forming other Eparchies for better effecient service to the Church.

Even though there is the presence of our Church in the North Western region of
the Archieparchy of Trivandrum, it needs to be strengthened all the more. This region has
borne decisive share in the history of Kerala, especially in the history of the Mar Thoma
Christians. The famous Synod of Mavelikara and the Mavelikara Padiyola (document)
herald this historical importance. Besides, the Synod expressed its consent to establish a
new Eparchy centred on Mavelikara, which, in modern history, includes the native places
of Archbishop Mar Ivanios of happy memory, the Most Venerated Father of the Malankara
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Church and the progenitor of the Reunion Movement and of Rt. Rev. Msgr. Philipose Remban,
its undisputed strong leader and we decided to carry out the necessary canonical arrangements
for the execution of the same. Thus, after having consulted the Holy See, we had proclaimed
on 1 January 2007 that the Eparchy of Mavelikara has been constituted. \We have also announced
that Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios, our brother bishop, who was the Auxiliary Bishop of the
Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and its Proto-Syncellus, is appointed Metropolitan of the
newly constituted Eparchy. Let us hope that our long-cherished desire to bring about pastoral
and administrative arrangements in the other regions of our Church will also fructify in due
course.

The mission of salvation of the humankind, which Christ has entrusted to us, is
continued through the Church. It is the mission of the Church to make the fruits of the
economy of salvation available to all human generations. Eparchies, local manifestations
of the Church, are established in order to make this service efficient. We ought to know
the nature of the Church in order to achieve the aims of the establishment of the Eparchies.
Second Vatican Council clearly states that when Eparchies are erected the following are
to be taken into consideration: the variety of the composition of the people of God, the
size of the Eparchial territory, the number of its inhabitants, the effective exercice of the
ministry of salvation, and the availability of priests and religious personnel to carry on
this service, etc."An Eparchy is a section of the people of God entrusted to a bishop to be
guided by him with the assistance of his clergy so that, loyal to its pastor and formed by
him into one community in the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and the Eucharist, it
constitutes one particular church in which the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church of
Christ is truly present and active."(Decree on the Pastoral Duty of Bishops, No. 11). An
Eparchy is the true replica of the universal visible Church and an individual local Church.
Each Eparchy nourishes locally the life of the Church.

We know well, how wonderfully God leads us in the unprecedented growth of the Malankara
Catholic Church. May the erection of the Eparchy of Mavelikara and the appointment of its
first Bishop, be another mile-stone in the growth and fulfilment of the mission of our Church!
On this occasion, we express gratitude to our brother Bishop, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
for the meritorious pastoral ministry and leadership which he was carrying out. In a very
special manner, we avail this opportunity to express our special gratitude for the service and
cooperation he rendered to us, the head of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum, as our Auxiliary
Bishop and Proto-Syncellus. We wish that the new service entrusted to His Excellency, be a
source of blessing to the Catholic Church in general and to the Malankara Catholic Church and
to the Eparchy of Mavelikara in particular.

The installation ceremony of His Grace Joshua Mar Ignathios, who is appointed Bishop
of the Eparchy of Mavelikara and the official inauguration of the new Eparchy, will be conducted on
16 February 2007 at St. Mary’s Church, Punnamood, which is raised as the Cathedral.

We, hereby, inform that Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, our Auxiliary Bishop, is
appointed Proto-Syncellus of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum in the place of Most
Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios.

Dearly beloved children in the Lord!
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The Church specially acknowledges and appreciates the endeavours of the Laity,
the Religious and Priests, who are co-operators in the ministry of the Malankara Catholic
Church. At this juncture, we wish to revivify and reinstate the service- ranks of ‘Remban’
and “Cor-episcopo’, which were in vougue in our Church. Hence, we have raised some of
the Priests of our Church to these ranks, taking into account their meritorious service and
ministry rendered to the Church. Thus, we have raised Very Rev. Fathers Samuel Mannil,
Samuel Thaikkoottathil, Joseph Gnayalloor and Mathew Thuruthiyil to the rank of Remban
and Very Rev. Fathers Thomas Kumbukatt and Varghese Mavelil to the rank of
Corepiscopo, from our Major Archieparchy. According to the desire of Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Bishop of Bathery, we have raised Very Rev. Fr. P.T.Thomas
to the rank of Remban and Very Rev. Fathers Thomas Thannikkakuzhy and Thomas
Charivupurayidom to the rank of Corepiscopo from the Eparchy of Bathery. You must
have known by now that Rt. Rev. Msgr. Cheriyan Ramanal, Very Rev. Fathers Thomas
Pathiparambil and Matthew Karimbil from the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla, were raised to
the rank of Corepiscopo. We will make similar arrangements in the other Eparchies too,
as and when request is made by the heads of the Eparchies.

We hope that the rank of Chevalier conferred on some members of the Laity
in the year 2004 and the ranks of Remban and Corepiscopo conferred now on some of
our priests will give to the children of our Church increased divine blessings and
incentive for service to the Church. To the Corepiscopoi elect of the Archieparchy of
Tiruvalla, the rank will be conferred on 13 January 2007 at St. John’s Cathedral church
during the special service during the celebration of the Holy Qurbono. To those Rembans
and Cor-episcopoi elect, belonging to the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the
Eparchy of Bathery, the same will be conferred on 17 January 2007 along with the
special service that will be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral church, Trivandrum, during
the celebration of the Holy Qurbono.

We invite all children of our Church to participate in these services and to
obtain special blessings.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and all the Saints, especially our Father and Apostle St. Thomas and
the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in the Lord,

A ‘T‘\N__@“'*”J\“"’

e

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios-Catholicos,
03-01-2007 Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church.
Catholicate Centre
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram.

Our Father in Heaven...

N.B. :This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of worship
during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday.
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THREE COREPISCOPOI
FOR THE ARCHIEPARCHY OF TIRUVALLA

The Metropolitan-Archbishop of Tiruvalla Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis
conferred the ecclesiastical title of Corepiscopo on

RT. REV. MSGR. CHERIAN RAMANALIL,
the Proto-Syncellus of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla in recognition of his
meritorious parish centered pastoral ministry
and
VERY REV. FR. THOMAS PATHIPARAMPIL
for his long years of dedicated service in the field of spiritual and priestly
formation as Professor in Major Seminaries
and
VERY REV. FR. MATHEW KARIMPIL
for his service as Syriac Malpan in the Minor Seminary of Tiruvalla and for
his commitment to the Antiochene Liturgical life which he could pass on to
the Presbyterium of Tiruvalla.
This Announcement was made at a gathering of the Priests of the Archieparchy
of Tiruvalla on 6 December 2006 and was informed to all through a circular of
the Metropolitan-Archbishop on 7 December 2006. The title was conferred on
the priests at a solemn Divine Liturgy at St. John’s Cathedral Tiruvalla on 13
January 2007.

Rt. Rev. Msgr Cherian Ramanalil Corepiscopo, son of Varghese and
Annamma of Ramanalil family of Plankamon, Ranny was born on 18 November
1939. He joined the Minor Seminary Tiruvalla in the year 1955. On completing
his Philosophical and Theological formation at Papal Seminary Pune, he was
ordained Priest on 2 December 1964 at the Eucharistic Congress in Bombay
by His Grace Most Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios. He was Parish Priest of
Uppatty, Kumily, Chengaroor, Kunnamthanam, Kadamankulam, Kallooppara,
Mallappally, Nurommavu, Manjathanam and St. John’s Cathedral Tiruvalla.
He is the founder of St. Joseph’s ITC, St. Joseph’s College of Information
Technology and Effetta Production Centre at Mallappally. He received many
awards in recognition of his service in the educational and social fields. He
has left his indelible mark in the ecclesial life of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla

135



News

as Director of Youth, a member of the Eparchial Council, Secretary of the
Pastoral Council and as Proto-Presbyter of Tiruvalla. He has organized mass
movements and awareness programmes against hartal and bandh and
alcoholism. Presently he is the Proto-Syncellus of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla.

Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Mathew Karimpil, the fourth son of Mathen and
Mariamma of Karimpil family of Kallooppara was born on 13 November 1933.
He joined the Minor Seminary Tiruvalla on 15 June 1952. After his
Philosophical and Theological studies at Pontifical Seminary Aluva, he was
ordained Priest on 14 March 1961 by His Excellency Most Rev. Zacharias
Mar Athanasios. As a young priest he served the Bishop’s House Tiruvalla as
its House Minister for five years. He taught Syriac at the Minor Seminary
Tiruvalla for forty years. He who was appointed Protopresbyter of the
Ecclesiastical District of Niranom three times served as Parish Priest of
Pulikeezh, Thalavady North, Nedumpram, Amichakary, Thottabhagam,
Iraviperoor, Puramattom, Maramon, Puvathur, Chengarur, Kunnamthanam,
Niranom East, Kadamankulam, Kumbanadu and Mannar East. He served as
the Master of Ceremonies of the Liturgical functions of the Eparchy of Tiruvalla.
He is also a member of the Archieparchial Commission for Liturgy. He is a
good singer and organizer. He built many churches and shrines with great
dedication and hardwork. Presently he is serving as Parish Priest of Nedumpram.

Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Thomas Pathiparampil, son of Mathai and Saramma
of Pathiparampil family of Ayrur was born on 18 December 1931. He joined
the Minor Seminary Tiruvalla after his school years. He did his Philosophical
and Theological Studies in Rome. On 14 March 1959 he was ordained priest
at St. John’s Cathedral Tiruvalla by His Excellency Most Rev. Zacharias Mar
Athanasios. He was first appointed Pro-Vicar of St. John’s Cathedral Tiruvalla.
He was Parish Priest of Kunnamthanam, Parlikkadu, Kizhillam, Kalamassery,
Mattampuram, Kattilapuvam, Vattayi, Kallumpuram, Kuthupara and
Kanjittukara. He organized a number projects to help poor families. He also
gave leadership in building up new churches. He, who was Professor at St.
Joseph’s Pontifical Seminary Aluva and St. Mary’s Malankara Seminary
Trivandrum is a Guru to hundreds of Priests in India. His contribution to the
growth and development of the Archieparchy of Tiruvalla is immense.
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