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Editorial

GOD GIVES SHEPHERDS
TO THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

On Thursday, 18 January 2007 at 6.15 p.m., His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios, the first Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church passed away. It occurred at an unexpected time although His Beatitude
was sick for quite some time. For, it was only on the previous day, he celebrated
the liturgical ceremony of conferring the ranks of “Remban” and “Corepiscopo”
to some of the chosen priests of the Church. His demise has plunged the
Church and the people far and near into a state of mourning. The media and
the public at large mourned the death of their beloved, holy Catholicos.

The contemporary history of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church with two
thousand years of apostolic faith-tradition and life, is but the history of its
illustrious and God-given venerable Prelates. The Church sprouted and grew
up fast under the leadership of Archbishop Geevarghese Mar Ivanios, the
prophet and herald of the ecclesial communion movement among the St.
Thomas Christians of the Malankara Church. He also gave a dynamic leadership
to the people of his time in Kerala, who lived in different strata of the society.
His social vision enhanced the position of women and Dalits within the Church
and society. For him, education was the means for social changes and
renovations. When Archbishop Mar Ivanios passed away on 15 July 1953, he
had become a symbol of unity in the Church and society. He handed over the
reigns of the Malankara Catholic Church into the able hands of Archbishop
Benedict Mar Gregorios.

Archbishop Mar Gregorios undertook the leadership of the Malankara
Church confiding himself fully in divine providence for fulfilling the mission
of the Church to the humankind. He consolidated the growth and expansion
of the Church. His fortyone years of Episcopal ministry united the people of
Kerala as one society transcending the barriers of caste, religion and political
affiliations. He was a living testimony of the mission of the Malankara Catholic
Church. He carried the torch of love and unity to the opposing parties in times
of social unrest caused by confrontations of caste, religion and political interests
in order to bring about peace and social harmony. Thus the Malankara Catholic
Church served as the salt and leaven of the socio-ecclesial and spiritual realms
of the Indian society.



Editorial

When Archbishop Mar Gregorios went for his eternal reward in 1994, the
Holy See entrusted the leadership of the Church in the hands of Metropolitan-
Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios. God had destined Archbishop Mar Baselios
to lead this Church to further glory. During his life, he combined the spirit of
the Syriac tradition, with the Indian culture and the Christian faith. Under his
leadership, the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was elevated from the status
of a Metropolitan Church to that of a Major Archiepiscopal Church. He was
appointed Major Archbishop by Pope John Paul 11 of venerable memory and
he assumed the title “Catholicos” according to the Antiochene tradition. This
was the fulfillment of the centuries-old expectations of the St. Thomas
Christians. His vision of the Church was that the Church does not exist for her
own sake but exists for the sake of the human society. He used to solve social
problems with proper vision and wisdom. He firmly believed that the unity of
the pluralistic cultural, religious and spiritual heritage of India could be realized
only through dialogue and did whatever he could for national integration.

In consultation with the members of the Synod, Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, who assumed office as the Synodal Administrator of the
Church as per canon 127 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, gave
leadership to the funeral ceremonies of the deceased Catholicos with full state
honour. The Sradhaperunal (Memorial Service) of His Beatitude Moran Mor
Cyril Baselios was held on 7 February 2007. Thereafter, all the Bishops of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, the members of the Synod, assembled for
the Synod of Election. On Saturday, 10 February 2007 at 4.30 p.m., the Synodal
Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church announced: “We have a new
Major Archbishop Catholicos — Isaac Mar Cleemis Thottunkal.” He also
announced that the new Catholicos will be known as BASELIOS CLEEMIS.

The Synod of Election was a glorious event in the life of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. Itis the first time that the Church, through its Synod, exercised
the fullness of its power of governance, vested in it. This is the event which
witnessed to all concerned what it means to be a sui iuris Church in communion
with the Universal Catholic Church presided over by the Supreme Pontiff, the
Bishop of Rome, the successor of Peter, the chief of the Apostles. Through the
Election, according to the words of the Synodal Administrator Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, God has glorified our Church as a model for
other Churches sui iuris. It was indeed a moment that went down in the annals
of the history of the Church in golden letters (Pastoral Letter Prot. No. ADM
2/2007). About the conduct of the Synod, the Synodal Administrator writes,
“An order of events, like that of the election of Mathias by the College of
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God gives shepherds...

Apostles, immersed in prayer along with the Blessed Virgin Mary! The Holy
Spirit led the Synod Fathers to the subsequent procedure. The Holy Synod, at
which all the members were present, was declared canonical as per Holy Canons
of the Church... Thereafter, the Synod Fathers spent the time in prayer before
the Blessed Sacrament till 3.00 p.m., when the second session of the Synod
started. This session clearly showed the operation of the Spirit of God with
regard to whom God calls for this superior Episcopal ministry. Thus, His Grace,
Isaac Mar Cleemis, Metropolitan-Archbishop of Tiruvalla, was unanimously
elected Catholicos. The Fathers of the Synod glorified God and they approved
and accepted the election... The experience of the members of the Synod in
electing a new Catholicos remains in the Church as that of a new Pentecost...”
(Pastoral Letter Prot. No. ADM 2/2007).

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the newly elected Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, who succeeds Mar lvanios the prophet, Mar Gregorios the great
and Mar Baselios the glorious, is called to lead the Malankara Catholic Church
and assumed his office in Trivandrum. The Malankara Church believes that
the new Catholicos became worthy to the new assignment as he proved his
efficiency, in a short period of time, in the horizons of the Malankara Catholic
Church, in Kerala, in India and in the different parts of the world. Like his
great predecessors, he is chosen to lead the Malankara Catholic Church in the
world and in the Church. He has already declared that he is convinced that he
is called to proclaim to the world through the Malankara Catholic Church, the
truth that “God is love”. On many an occasion, he declared that he is ready
and willing to work hand in hand with any religious, social or political
movement that strives towards the good of the human race. He is convinced
that he is called to foster divine life in the world and to proclaim the glory of
life.

Another significant event of this period was the appointment of Very Rev.
Fr. Chacko Aerath OIC as Apostolic Visitator with Episcopal character for the
Malankara Catholics in India residing outside the territorium proprium of the
Church by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI. The announcement was made
in Rome and in Trivandrum alike at 4.30 IST on 7 February 2007. Again, God
has given a shepherd for the Malankara Church. Itis a long cherished dream of
the Malankarites living in Diaspora in the various parts of the country to be
organized as an Eparchy. This canonical provision by the Holy See is a step
towards a resolution of the hierarchical jurisdictional problems of the Church
in India. Very Rev. Fr. Chacko Aerath was elevated to the rank of Remban on
7 March 2007 at Ranni, his own native place and ordained Bishop by the

7



Editorial

Major Archbishop-Catholicos Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis on 10 March 2007
in Trivandrum with a new name JACOB MAR BARNABAS. In the person of
Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, the Church and its hierarchy have another
pastor and High Priest, glorious like Moses to lead the Malankarites from
Diaspora to the promised land of an Eparchy.

The demise of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos, the
Major Archbishop and the events that took place in the Church thereafter,
convince every Malankarite that the Malankara Church is blessed by her God-
chosen pastors. “I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed
you with knowledge and understanding” (Jer 3:15). “I will raise up shepherds
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord” (Jer 23:4). Yes, God fulfills
his promise in his Church! He has fulfilled this promise in the Malankara
Catholic Church. The Synodal election of the “Father and Head” of the Church
has strengthened her; “for it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to the Synod
Fathers’ (Acts 15:28). The inspiring guidance of the Church by the Synodal
Administrator Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios during the vacancy
of the Major Archiepiscopal See has set another precious precedence in the
Church on such matters. Indeed! Another sign that God gives shepherds to the
Malankara Church after his own heart.

This issue of MALANKARA brings forth all reports and documentations
of the above-mentioned historical events of the Church. Along with them, it
also reports all canonical procedures and documentations when the See of the
Major Archbishop-Catholicos is vacant.

We, the Editors, share the grief of the entire Church in the passing away of
the first beloved Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. God, who gives pastors to her People has blessed us with a new High
Priest, ‘awise and reputable individual and installed as leader over us’ because,
‘the plan we have proposed is a good one’ (Deut 1:16-17). Blessed be the
name of the Lord for ever!

We are happy to present to you this issue, Number three of Volume two of
the MALANKARA.

- Editors



DOCUMENTATION - 1

The Demise and the
Funeral Service of His Beatitude

Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos



Press Release

HIS BEATITUDE MORAN MOR
CYRIL BASELIOS CATHOLICOS EXPIRED

Thiruvananthapuram, Thursday 18 Jan. 2007: Cyril Baselios, the Major Arch-
bishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church expired in a private hos-
pital here today .

He was admitted in the hospital on Wednesday on kidney-related medical prob-
lems. In the evening on Thursday he experienced a heart attack. The hospital authori-
ties declared his death at 6.45 p.m. Bishop Joseph Mar Thomas his Auxiliary and
some members of the Catholicos’ household and his family were present when His
Beatitude breathed his last. Thousands of people thronged to the hospital on hearing
his death.

At 9.00 O’clock the mortal remains dressed in the insignia of the Catholicos was
brought to his residence “Thirusannidhi’, Pattom and was kept in the Chapel where a
large number of mourners payed tearful homage to the departed Catholicos. The
body will be soon taken to St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, where people could pay
their last respects to their beloved departed.

Cyril Baselios Catholicos was the President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of India twice. Presently he is the President of the Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council.
He was ordained priest in 1960 after his priestly formation in Pontifical Athaneum,
Pune. He was ordained Bishop of Bathery on 28 December, 1978. He was appointed
Metropolitan Archbishop of Trivandrum in the year 1995. In 2005 he was elevated to
the rank of Major Archbishop-Catholicos by Pope John Paul Il. He was a member of
Bethany Ashram and was born at Ullannoor, Pandalam, as the son of Mr. Mathai
Malancharuvil and Aleyamma on 16 August 1935.

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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Press Release
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BB @YUl VIERIBE af)TR]OBHMEID)IM).
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Documentation - 1

LETTER OF INFORMATION
ABOUT THE DEMISE
OF HIS BEATITUDE MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
TO THE HOLY FATHER

18 January 2007

Our Dear Holy Father,

It is with great sorrow and profound grief that | communicate to Your Holiness
the sudden demise of H. B. Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Catholicos, the Major
Archbishop of our Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The demise occurred at 6.45
p.m. at KIMS Hospital, Trivandrum. His Excellency Joseph Mar Thomas was with
him and he led him in prayer and our Beloved Major Archbishop slept in the Lord.
Through these words | also formally communicate to Your Holiness the vacancy of
the Major Archiepiscopal See of Trivandrum.

The Episcopal Synod immediately held its meeting and fixed the funeral
ceremonies. Accordingly, the funeral will begin at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday, the 20"
of January. It is our humble prayer and request that Your Holiness intercede for us
and pray for the repose of the Father and Head of our Church, His Beatitude Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios.

As per the canons of the Eastern Churches, I, Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
being the senior most Bishop of the Permanent Synod, took charge as the
Administrator of the Vacant See of Trivandrum.

May | request Your Holiness to consider this letter as the wish of the entire Faithful
of the Malankara Catholic Church to bless us with Your Holiness’ prayers.

Craving for Your Holiness’ apostolic blessings on me and the entire Church,

Your Holiness’ devotedly in the Lord,

Sd/-

+ Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Administrator
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The demise and funeral services

LETTER OF INFORMATION
ABOUT THE DEMISE
OF HIS BEATITUDE MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
CATHOLICOS TO THE HOLY FATHER

(Translation in Malayalam)

18-01-2007

OEEBB)OS (all®eals al@luo)ad afllmocal,

22180 MVGIVIM] &EEMILINEHITVRWINS MEIAIM)o all®IaNAIW COARA @RYAB2))
enilata] WMIMOV €@200M ¢@0d MVIOIE MICIVAINEITY B:ICMORINBHIMIOAIW)HS
@RYHMAHA0V ¢Ra0ANEWINo eMEEBRUE ALY AIYTVMEOMISIo @O JWOWROW ()36
GOMOS)od)S] @REEBOHV @ROIVIEN)IM). WIOAUMADal)@o &ilo @RYUD)AIGIVIT3 OO QIE:)
@OMEo 6.45 MOWIO)AM) @R Lo. @PEIQAIMBY GROMVal 20Q CMORMS ®O}GAM] GREZa0
GOMI6SIa [20W1E186) W0 (A I0@MNMOITE BREZAOHOD MWH6)HW)0 NEEBBOS (ol
BHOMOW ¢ORA GRYABafjenilatta] HAOIANGE M3 (A0 lB)BV)0 H2IT®). DD AUOH)
Sglenes @lo)aImamal)oo coRAE GRABElag)a lNIEH6a]@3 MiloatdTuMo Bl @IV
ag)m), al@luo)eL all®oGAl, MIM @EREBOHY BDalal0Ble:00W] @ROIWIL))OE:083)aM).

af)aflrleH90q]@3 TVIMA0EBITT SOHM@OM TVCIDSIHO)HWo  HENIOSHHU0}(UD)
BB O10)R0MENHWo H21T®). ER®MTVE]a] TMVoMTLHOOUDYUd}aH LRMYAUG] 20
MIoSal 10 B6Mes @RYOoEIBHIM®OVITEN)0. 6MEERUBHNICAMEIW)0 AMEBBRNS TVE
S ®elam)e ollmIa20® WMIMOI® @200 ¢20d@ MUloled enieaveileomilend
@RORUINHBHOW)o alGlUd)EL allMOGAl, @REEE ARLIMOMW)o (IBMOMWI0 MSTM
MEROV 6MEEBUW ofQo AlMIMR0WV] GREAIGHEH)IM).

alDOAV@ITVEHB)OS HOECMINMBHBMMVA]a], 600m, OIludRITS 208 Alaiamoayl
cOMY, mulo V)M a0EBIMNIN agQo MVIMIWAE BBITVMEOB(@OM ag)an Mlelias,
3610100 ®1o)aIm M aljoo AVloaddTMO®Hd @AW MMV E(SQ0W] alja®el
aB6OQS)O).

DEIHO HCOMILINEH0 TVERWINS M)9)AIM AiluoIdMile:8)HSW)o BREILINHNIW] DD
SO alGlNemla], aldld)EL allmocal, EREBWIOS (AIDBMOMGHBOGI ANEBBOHS @MYL
a0lEnMEROWM) 6MOM @G IGHHIHHIAM).

@REEBWOS HOWaOlH G@RYUTIBAIBEEBUY ag)MlBH}o TV BMMIOGHW o @RERIB™AI
21O BHO6NE.

HAOMONIG @RGEBBHS mada{lomou],
(83a])
+0ld@1ad @@ dlauamoamileoay

@pWAlrladesqd
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Documentation - 1

LETTER OF INFORMATION
ABOUT THE DEMISE OF HIS BEATITUDE
MOR CYRIL BASELIOS
TO IGNACE CARDINAL MOUSSA DAOUD

18 January 2007

May It Please Your Beatitude,

It is with great sorrow and profound grief that | communicate to Your Beatitude
the sudden demise of H. B. Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Catholicos, the Major
Archbishop of our Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. The demise occurred at 6.45
p.m. at KIMS Hospital, Trivandrum. His Excellency Joseph Mar Thomas was with
him and he lead him in prayer and our Beloved Major Archbishop slept in the Lord.
Through these words | formally communicate to Your Beatitude the vacancy of the
Major Archiepiscopal See of Trivandrum.

The Episcopal Synod immediately held its meeting and fixed the funeral
ceremonies. Accordingly the funeral will begin at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday, the 20
January. It is our humble prayer and request that Your Beatitude participate in the
funeral function and strengthen us in faith and fellowship.

As per the canons of the Eastern Churches, |, Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
being the senior most Bishop in the Permanent Synod took charge as the Administrator
of the Vacant See of Trivandrum.

May | request Your Beatitude to consider this letter as our personal invitation
and as the wish of the entire Faithful of the Malankara Catholic Church to bless us
by presiding over the funeral function of the Father and Head of our Church, His
Beatitude, Moran Mor Cyril Baselios.

Craving for Your Beatitude’s prayers and blessings,

Your Beatitude’s devotedly in the Lord,

Sd/-
+Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Administrator

His Beatitude,

Ignace Moussa Cardinal Daoud

Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
Via della Conciliazione, ROMA
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The demise and funeral services

LETTER OF INFORMATION
ABOUT THE DEMISE OF HIS BEATITUDE
MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS TO THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO

18 January 2007
Your Grace,

It is with great sorrow and profound grief that | communicate to Your Grace the
sudden demise of H. B. Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, Catholicos, the Major Archbishop
of our Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

The demise occurred at 6.45 p.m. at KIMS Hospital, Trivandrum. His Excellency
Joseph Mar Thomas was with him and he lead him in prayer and our Beloved Major
Archbishop slept in the Lord.

The Episcopal Synod immediately held its meeting and fixed the funeral
ceremonies. Accordingly the funeral will begin at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday, the 20®"
January. It is our humble prayer and request that Your Grace participate in the funeral
function and strengthen us in faith and fellowship.

As per the canons of the Eastern Churches, the Senior most Metropolitan in the
Permanent Synod His Excellency Geevarghese Mar Divannasios took charge as the
Administrator of the Vacant See of Trivandrum.

May I request Your Grace to consider this as a personal invitation of our Episcopal
Synod and the wish of the entire Faithful of the Malankara Catholic Church to
participate in the funeral functions of our beloved Major Archbishop.

Craving for Your Grace's prayers and blessings,
Your Grace's devotedly in the Lord,
Sd/-

Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary to the Episcopal Synod

His Grace Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nuncio
Niti Marg, New Delhi
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Documentation - 1

CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XVI

s

SECHRETARIAT OF STATE

FIRST SECTION - GENERAL AFFAMS

From the Vatican, 19 January 2007

Your Excellency,

In response to your Report N. 12.365/747/07/FAX of 19 January
2007, T would ask you kindly to transmit the following messages:

TO THE MOST REVEREND
GEEVARGHESE DIVANNASIGS OTTANTHENGIL
BISHOP CF BATTERY
SYNOD ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

HAVING LEARNED WITH SORROW OF THE UNTIMELY
DEATH OF HIS BEATITUDF CYRIL MAR BASELIOS, MAJOR
ARCHBISHOP OF TRIVANDRUM OF THE SYRO-MALANKARS, I
OFFER HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO YOU, THE BISHOPS,
CLERGY, RELIGIOUS AND LAITY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF
TRIVANDRUM, AND TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE SYRO-
MALANKARA CHURCH. WITH GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF
ARCHBISHOP BASELIOS’ MANY YEARS OF EPISCOPAL SERVICE,
I GIVE THANKS TO ALMIGHTY GOD FOR HIS UNTIRING
DEDICATION TO PROMOTING EDUCATION, CHRISTIAN UNITY AND
INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE, AS WELL AS HIS SERVICE TO THE
CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF INDIA. 1 OFFER FERVENT
PRAYERS THAT ALMIGHTY GOD WILL GRANT ETERNAL REST TO
HIS NOBLE SOUL. TO ALL WHO MOURN HIM IN THE HOPE OF THE
RESURRECTION, | CORDIALLY IMPART MY APOSTOLIC BLESSING
AS A PLEDGE OF STRENGTH AND PEACE IN THE LORD.

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI.

PLEASE ACCEPT MY OWN EXPRESSION OF DEEP SYMPATHY AT
THE LOSS OF MAR BASELIOS, TOGETHER WITH THE ASSURANCE
OF MY PRAYERS FOR THE REPOSE OF HIS SOUL AND THE
CONSOLATION OF ALL WHO MOURN HIS PASSING.

CARDINAL TARCISIO BERTONE
SECRETARY OF STATE

‘With gratitude for your assistance, I remain

Yours siacerzly in Christ

~Lecnardo Sendri
Substiune

The Most Reverend Pedro Lépez Quintana ;

Apostolic Nuncio in India

NEW DELHI
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XVI

(Translation in Malayalam)
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL IGNACE MOUSSA DAOUD

- io 26
. v ver A 4% Rena 19 gennaio 2007
CONGREGATIO Vi el Comgiliasione. 51
PFRO ECCLESTIS ORIENTALIBUS Sunclirizen paatater T2 Lt obsd Vintiesnee.

Prot. n. 1/2001

Al cari fratelli nell’episcopato, membri del Sinodo,
ai sacerdoty, religiosi e religiose, seminaristi
e 5 tutti i fedeli laici della Chiesa Siromalankarese,

Desidero far giungere I’espressione del piu vivo cordoglio per la perdita del carissimo
Arcivescovo Maggiore, Sua Beatitudine Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil, ed assicurare la
partecipazione alle preghiera in suffragio della sua anime eletta.

Non mi & stato possibile essere cor: voi & Trivandrum per condividere personalmente la
Divina Qurbana di commiato dall’Arcivescovo Maggiore. La nostra comunione ir Cristo rimane,
tuntavia, intensa rella santa Eucaristia che anch'io celebro per il suo riposo eterno e perché il
Signore conforti tutti voi, che nel rimpianto e nella gratitudine lo congegnate al Pastore eterno
perché gli doni il premio riservato ai servi buoni e fedeli.

Con voi ringrazio il Signore per quanto ci ha donato nella vita di Mar Baselios. Con voi
ringrazio lui per quanto abbiamo ricevuto. Bgli & stato una guida intelligente ¢ genersa. Con la
mente e con il cuore. non risparmiando fatica, si ¢ prodigato per il vostro bene spirituale 2 materiale.
Nella sofferenza della sua lunga melattia ha confermato I'esempio di obbedienza alla divina volonta
in fiduciosa adesione al Signore Gesi e alla sua Santissima Madre Maria. 1l Signore lo urifichi da
ogni colpa e lo renda intercessore di grazie e benedizioni celesti.

Continui & vegliare il vostro pastore sui fratelli vescovi perché scelgano un degno successore
a guida della Chiesa siromalankarese. E vegli sui suoi figli e sulle sue figlie perché -sccondo la
personale voeazicne diano il pitt generoso contributo alla missione ecclesiale.

Tanti ricordi affiorano al mio cuore, cari fratelli ¢ sorelle.

Mar Baselios, infatti, era un insigne pastore, ma per me anche un incomparabile amico e
fratelln. Con Iui sono stato studente a Roma. Tante volte [*ho incontrato nel successive ministero.
Da Patriarca della Chiesa sira ho compiuto due visite in India per il grande giubileo del 2000. Nello
stesso anno, pochi giorni prima della mia ncmina a prefetto della Congregazione pe: le Chiese
crientali, la Chiesa siro-cattolica e quella malankarese sono state ricevute insieme dal compianto

Gievanni Paolo 11 in Vaticano.
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Insieme, in quella circostanza, abbiamo celebrato la Divina Liturgia a Santa Maria in
Trastevere. ‘Ma la gioia pit grande che ho potuto condividere col nostro Mar Baselio:. fu quella
della elevazione deila vostea Chiesa e della sua Persona al grado Arcivescovile Maggiore.

La grazia divina vi ha fatto questo doro. L'amore del Servo di Die Giovanni Faolo IT ha
voluto tale provvedimento ¢ il Santo Padre Benedetto XVI lo ha felicemente confermato. Ma subito
dopo dobbiamo ringraziare Mar Baselios perché senza la sua fede in Cristo ¢ nella Chicsa. la sua
tenacia e intraprendenza, senza il suo intenso lavoro apostolice un traguardo cosi felice e in tempo
tanto breve non sarebbe stato possibile. E’ questa la gloria pid vera del vostro pastore & ﬁ;dre. Onail
Signore lo ha chiamato al passo definitivo nell’abbraceio del suo etemo amore. Ota egli puo
riposare nel suo e noswo Signore. Ci rimane il suo esempio! Continuiamo, percid, in quelia fedelta
alla tradizione orientale e nella comunione col Successore di Pietro che egli aveva ereditato dai
vostri padri e che vi ba trasmesso come il pil prezioso tesoro. Guardiamo al Cuore di Lo che tuiti
ci attende per essere pronti, come lui, a rispondere al Signore che viene.

L’Ece.mo Arcivescovo Segretario ricorda la visita compiuta a Trivandrum per la grande
festa del venticinguesimo di episcopato di Mar Baselios nell’ottobre 2003, e altri incontri avuti con
lui, ¢ condivide ia modo molto fraterno il suffragio e il saluto all’indimenticabile Arcivesceva
Maggiore.

Si unmiscone a questi sentimenti il Sottoscgretario, gli Officiali e il Pelsonale. La
Congregazione per le Chiese Orientali & grata al compianto Presule anche per 1:nvio di un

p

sacerdote siromalankarese come nostro Collaboratore.

Vi
# | Cmﬂ{&m

Card. Ignace Moussa I Daoud
Patriarca emerito di Antiochia dei Siri, Pretetto

VA

L e o e T

s ﬁ/ rz;ﬁ-&v'--‘- /v/.wg,'.’ 2.;.,

o ¥ Anfonio Marfa Veglid
Segretario

19



Documentation - 1

CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL IGNACE MOUSSA DAOUD
(Transation in English)

i FI'_'.!.‘—_;'\
CONGREGATION
FOR ORIENTAL CHURCHES

00193 Roma
Via dell Conciliazione 34

19 January 2007
Prot.N.1/2001

To the Dear Brother Bishops, members of the Synod
To the Priests, Religious and Seminarians
And to all the Lay Faithful of the Syro-Malankara Church,

I would like to reach out to you with the expression of my most sincere condolence
on the loss of the Major Archbishop His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios Malancharuvil,
and | assure you prayers for the repose of his noble soul.

It is not possible for me to be with you in Trivandrum to share personally in the
Holy Qurbano offered in commemoration of the Major Archbishop. However, we
remain in communion in Christ, above all in the Eucharist, which | too celebrate for
his eternal repose and that the Lord may console you all, that in fullness and in
gratitude he be consigned to the eternal Father to receive the reward reserved to the
good and the faithful servants.

With you | thank the Lord for what He gave us through the life of Mar Baselios.
With you | thank him for what we have received. He has been a clever and generous
guide. With his mind and his heart, he has toiled untiringly for your spiritual and
material good. His prolonged suffering from illness has confirmed the example of
his obedience to the divine will in faithful adherence to the Lord Jesus and to the
Holy Virgin Mother Mary. May the Lord purify him from every sin and make him an
intercessor of divine graces and heavenly blessings.

Be watchful brother bishops, when you, as pastors, elect a worthy successor to
guide the Malankara Church. And, arise you sons and daughters, as you have to
contribute generously according to your personal vocation to the ecclesial mission.

Dear brothers and sisters,
So many memories blossom in my heart.

Mar Baselios was, in fact, a zealous pastor, but he was also an incomparable
friend and brother to me. I was a student with him in Rome. Many times in successive
ministries, | encountered him. From the patriarchate of the Church of Syria, | had
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visited India twice for the great Jubilee of 2000. In the same year a few days before
my nomination as prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, the Syrian
Catholic Church and the Malankara Catholic Church were received and greeted
together in Vatican by His Holiness Pope John Paul 11. On that occasion we together
celebrated the Divine Liturgy at Santa Maria in Trastevere. But the great joy that |
shared with our Mar Baselios was on the occasion of the elevation of your Church
and of his person to the Major Archiepiscopal status.

It is indeed the divine grace that bestowed this gift. The love of the Servant of
God, John Paul 11 providentially desired this elevation and the Holy Father Benedict
XVI happily confirmed it. And we have to be grateful to Mar Baselios because
without his faith in Christ and in the Church, his perseverance and initiative and
without his intense apostolic work, we would not have achieved this happy goal
within such a short time. This is the true and the great glory of your Shepherd and
Father. Now the Lord has called him through a definitive way in the embrace of His
eternal love. Now he can take rest in his and our Lord. There remains his example
for us. Let us continue therefore, in that fidelity to the Oriental tradition and in the
communion with the successor of Peter which he had inherited from your Fathers
and which has been transmitted to you as the most precious treasure. Let us look
into the heart of God that is waiting for all to be ready like him to respond to the
Lord who is to come.

His Grace the Archbishop Secretary remembers his visit to Trivandrum for the
great Episcopal Silver Jubilee celebrations of Mar Baselios in October 2003 and
other interactions with him and he shares very fraternally the suffrage and the
greetings of our unforgettable Major Archbishop.

To these are united the sentiments of our under secretary, all the officials and the
personnel. The Congregation for the Oriental Churches also express as its on her
gratitude to this Prelate and for sending a Syro-Malankara Priest as our collaborator.

sd/
Card. Ignace Moussa Daoud
Patriach Emiritus of Antioch of Syria, Prefect

sd/
Antonio Maria Veglio
Secretary
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
HIS BEATITUDE MAR VARKEY VITHAYATHIL,
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP OF THE SYRO-MALABAR CHURCH

19-01-2007

Deeply grieved at the unexpected death of the Father and Head of the Syro-
Malankara Church His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios, my sincere condolences to the
members of his family, the Archbishops and the priests and faithful of the Syro-
Malankara Church. Mar Cyril was one of the most able leaders of the Catholic Church
in India. May God grant him eternal rest and may he pray for us all.

+ Varkey Vithayathil
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
HIS EMINENCE ACHILLE CARDINAL SYLVESTRINI

77 e
_/Q Cz,;;méﬁﬂ 4{ Jf“/ %/gt A

Vaticano, 19 gennaio 2007

Mi unisco nel ricordo e nella preghiera per il carissimo Cyril Baselios
Malancharuvil, arciep. di Trivandrum dei Siro-Malankaresi, che ho conosciuto e
stimato come ottimo Pastore e amato capo del suo Rito, fedele al S. Padre e
cordialmente amico a quanti, come il sottoscritto, ammiravano il suo zelo.

11 Signore lo accolga nella sua pace!

Nt 0 Cont, LBendil

Mar Divannasias di Battery
Sinodal Administrator
TRIVANDRUM
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
HIS EMINENCE ACHILLE CARDINAL SYLVESTRINI
(Transation in English)
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Vatican, 19 January 2007

I unite myself to the memory and to the prayers for the dearest Cyril Baselios
Malancharuvil, Archbishop of Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankarites, whom I
have known and esteemed as a great Pastor and loving Head of his Rite, faithful
to the Holy Father and a cordial friend to many, like the undersinged, who
admired His zeal.

May the Lord welcome him to his Peace!

Achille Cardinal Sylvestrini.

Mar Divannasios of Bathery
Synodal Administrator
Trivandrum
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE FROM
PATRIARCH OF ANTIOCH AND ALL THE EAST

Greek MelRite
Catholic Patnarchate

S
S Sl 0

Cairo on January 19,2007
Prot. No. 19/06-2007 £

H. E. Auxiliary Bishop Joshna Mar Ignatios
Major Archbishop’s House

Trivandrum- 695004

Kerala, INDIA

Dcar brother in Lord ,

The Sisters working with us in Cairo announced the passing away
of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Malankara Catholic Church.

We where personnally very related to his Beatitude as a spiritual
brother and dear friend since more than twenty years.

1 would like to convey my deep condolences lo our Sister the
Malankara Catholic Church, to you personnally, to the Holy Synod,
Clergy and faithfuls of your Church.

[ do that in my own name, and in the name of the Holy Synod of
our Patriarchal Church.

We will remember this Holy wondre(ull pastor in the Liturgy.

May the Lord Christ our Saviour gives him the rest with the
Holies.

We pray for you, for a holy successor, Father and Pastor for your
Church.

May his memory be clernal
With my deep feclings, my prayer and communion with you,

+ Gregorios 111
D i

Patriarch of Antioch and all the East,
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
HIS EMINENCE WALTER CARDINAL KASPER

PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM ' '
AD CHRISTIANORUM UNITATEM FOVENDAM B it Vorlsan, d 00 1orars 2007

Your Grace,

On leaming of the death of His Beatitude Major Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Cheistian Unity wishes to express its sincere
sympathy and spiritual closeness to the Synod, the clergy and all the faithful of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,

We give thanks to God for the long-standing pastoral ministry of His Beatitude
Cyril Mar Baselios in the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and for his
commitment to the promotion of Christian unity. As a prominent expert, he served
for many years as a member of different ecumenical dialogues aimed at fostering
fraternal relations between Christians belonging to different traditions, He found
deep inspiration in the prayer of the Lord “that all may be one, so that the wotld
may believe” (Jn 17:20-23) and committed himself to the realisation of Christ’s
will for the unity of the Church.

We join all present at the funeral rite in praying that God may receive his faithful
servant into the glorious company of the saints,

(A)aan Chd. L(’Mw

Walter Cardinal Kasper
President

His Grace Archbishop Isaac Cleemis Thottunkal
Catholic Bishop’s House

P.0. Box 4 Marygiri

Thiruvalla 689 101 Kerala

India
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
THE BISHOP OF PATRIARCHAL CURIA

+ HLIB LONCHYNA
Auxiliary to the Major Archbishop
of Kyiv-Halych

Poshcha Sv. Yura, 5 ' tel fax +36 (032) 298-71-22
79000 Lviv - UKRAINE hlonchyna@gmail.com

January 23, 2007

To the
HOLY SYNOD
of the SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

Dear Brothers Archbishops and Bishops,

It is with profound sadness that we have received news of the demise of the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos Moran Mot Cyril Mar Baselios on January 18 last.

Please accept the sincerest condolences from Major Archbishop Lubomyr of Kyiv-
Halych, together with the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church,

Having been a Bishop for 29 years, the late Head of the Syro-Malankara Church lived to
see the fulfillment of a long cherished dream: that his Church was elevated to the status
of a Major Archiepiscopal Church and he became its first Major Archbishop-Catholicos.

May the Risen Lord grant cternal life to his faithful Servant, Major Archbishop-
Catholicos Mar Baselios, in His heavenly Kingdom, and — through his intercession —
bless and guide the Syro-Malankara Church, founded by St. Thomas the Apostle, to
further growth and flourishing, notwithstanding the difficult times you are going through
at the present.

United in prayers with all of you, we remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Heh

& Hlib Lonchyna
Bishop of the Patriarchal Curia
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
ARCHBISHOP OF GOA AND DAMAN

ARQUIDIOCESE PRIMACIAL “PACO PATRIARCAL"
be P.O. Box No. 216
GOA E DAMAO PANIIM - 403 001
PATRIARCAL GOA - INDIA
DAS Tel.: (0832) 2223353 /2225291
INDIAS ORIENTAIS Fax : (0832) 2224139

E-mail: archbpgoa@gmail.com

CP/13%/ 2007 19 Japuary 2007

Dear Rishops Joshua and Joseph,

J was indeed pained to learn from the communication
received here from the CBCI Secretariat that His Beatitude Cyril

Mar Daselicos passed away yesterday. I understand that his
funeral wil) be held in the Cathedral of Trivandrum tomorrow at

10:00 a.m.

This letter comes to convey to you and, through you, to the
Clergy, the Religious and the Faithful of the Archdiocose of
Trivandrum my heartfelt sympathies and the assurance of mny
prayera for the eternal repose of the departed Prelate.

I can understand what a painful shock Archbishop Cyrilfs
death must have caused to all of you., I wish tc assuve of our
closeness to all of you in thig moment of pain, I ‘join you in
thinking the Lord for the preciocus gift of Archhishop Cyril and
for the dedicated scrvices that he rendered all rhese yeara not
only to the Archdiocese of Trivandrum but also to the Church in
India and to the Universal Church.

I pray that God may bless him sbundantly with the fullness
of oeverlasting life and joy, won for us by JESUS through His
Deilh and Resurrection. Be assured of the continued support of
our prayers,

In union of prayers,
Yours sincerely in JESUS,
. ~
_+%0¢ZJ:¢ Nerce .g‘gz;caw

(+ Filipe Neri Ferrdo)
Archbishop of Goa and Daman

Moot Nov. Joohua Mar Ignathioco and
Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas
Auxiliary Bishops of Trivandrum
Major Archbishop’s House

Pattom, Trivandrum 695 004

KERALA
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE FROM THE CBCI

PRESS STATEMENT
CBCI condoles the death of His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios

The Catholic Bishops® Conference of India (CBCI) condoles the death of His Beatitude Cyril Mar
Baselios at Trivandrum on Thursday, January 18, 2007. The 71 year old His Beatitude Cyril Mar
Baselios, was the head of the Syro-Malankara Church in India. He was ailing for some time.

At the death of Major Archbishop Baselios, the Secretary General of CBCI, Most Rev. Stanislaus
Fernandes said, “The sad demise of Major Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios has shocked the Bishops®
Conference as we have lost a great Church leader who was well respected in the entire Indian Church for
his wisdom, foresight and integral vision. As the President of CBCI, Major Archbishop Baselios
provided dynamic leadership to the Catholic Community in India, and always hailed the India’s rich
tradition of brotherhood and co-existence of different cultures and religions. We are pained at his sudden
death and offer our heartfelt condolences to the faithful of Malankara Church all over India and abroad.”

Major Archbishop Baselios was elevated as the President of CBCI at the sudden demise of Archbishop
Alan de Lastic in June 2000 and continued in the same post till 2004. Major Archbishop Cyril Mar
Baselios was appointed as the Metropolitan Archbishop of Trivandrum on November 29, 1995. The
installation took place on December 14, 1995, and he received the sacred Pallium from the Holy Father
Pope John Paul II on January 9, 1996 at the Vatican.

Late Pope John Paul II raised the Archdiocese of Trivandrum (Syro-Malankara) to a Major
Archbishopric and also elevated Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios as the first Major Archbishop of the
Syro-Malankara Church on January 10, 2005. Earlier, Archbishop Baselios was the Bishop of Bathery
and exercised the Episcopal ministry for 29 years. He came from an illustrious family. Two of his
brothers were priests, four sisters religious nuns and another brother has been the Chief Secretary of
Kerala state.

Issued by:

Rev. Dr. Babu Joseph, SVD
Spokesperson, CBCI &
Director, Media/Information Office.
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JACOBITE SYRIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(UNDER THE HOLY APOSTOLIC SEE OF ANTIOCH AND ALL THE EAST)
BASELIOS THOMAS 1

CATHOLICOSE AND METROPOLITAN TRUSTEE
PATRIARCH IGNATIUS ZAKKA | IWAS CENTRE
(PATRIARCHAL CENTRE)

PUTHENCRUZ, ERNAKULAM, KERALA, INDIA.

CATHOLICATE ARAMANA
MOUNT SINAI
COLLEGE PO., KOTHAMANGALAM

PIN - 682 308. KERALA, INDIA, PIN - 686 691
PHONE : 0484 - 2732804 (Office) PHONE : OFFICE : 0485- 2822485

0484 - 2732603, 2733200 (Personal) PERSONAL : 0485-2822101
FAX : 0484 -2732804 FAX : 0485-2822101

Date : 12012007 ...
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
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The Malankara Syrian Orthodox Church
Dr. Kuriakose Theophilose Metropolitan

Prof. & Resident Metropelitan of M.5.0.T.5.
Metropolitan & Patriarchal
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
THE METROPOLITAN OF THE SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
(DELHI REGION)

The Syrinn Grthodax Aech Biosese of Groutor Indin (Belti Region)
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE

MAR THOMA YUVAJANA SAKHYAM

NIRANAM - MARAMON DIOCESE

T.M.A.M Memorial Block, S.C.S. Campus, Tiruvalla - 1

Phone: 0469 - 2603047

PRESIDENT

Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar
Chrysostom Mar Thoma
Metropolitan, Poolatheen
Tiruvalla 689 101

Phene : 0469 - 2630313

VICE PRESIDENT

Rev. K. A. Varghese
Immanuel Mar Thoma Church
Chirayirambu P.O.

Maramon - 689 549
Kozhenchery

Phone: 0469 2672434

SECRETARY
Adv. Binu V. Eappen
Valiyaparambil House
Chathenkary P.O.
Tiruvalla - 689 112
Phone: 0469 2737415,
2732383
Mobile: 84472 23438

LADY SECRETARY

Simi Anna Mathew
Puthethuvadakethil House
Kuriannour P.O

Tiruvalla -6895 50

Phone: 0469 - 2672318

TREASURER

Sam Thomas Josaph
Mammoattil House
Kuttapuzha P.O
Tiruvalla 689 103
Phone 0469 - 2619815
Mobile: 9447563115

26.01.07
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
THE GOVERNOR OF MEGHALAYA STATE

RAJ BHAVAN,
SHILLONG-783001
MEGHALAYA STATE

INDIA

M. M. JACOB
GOVERNOR

FAX MESSAGE

SECRETARY TO ARCH BISHOP
ARCH BISHOP’S HOUSE,
PATTOM

TRIVANDRUM 695004

(FAX NQ,0471-25H33¥ 2 S L\ 64D

SORRTY TO HEAR THE SAD DEMISE OF MOST. REV. CYRIL BASSELIOS ()
HIS SUDDEN DEMISE IS A BLOW TO A LARGE NUMBER OF FOLLOWLRS
AND FAITHFUL () THE MALANKARA CIIURCH HAS LOST AN ABLE
ADMINISTRATOR AND SPIRITUAL GUIDL (.) INDIA HAS LOST A SECULAR,
NATIONALIST CHUKCH LEADER () 1 1JAVE LOST A DEPENDABLE FRIEND (.)
MY CONDOLENCES AND HIEARTFEL T SORROW (.)

- ot i

ORI - -

M.M.JACOBR
GOVERNOR OF MEGHALAYA
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
MINISTER OF CHEMICAL AND FERTILIZERS

|G vay 9dvs
o euTa WAl
AR JIBIY
#€¢ faeel
MINISTER OF CHEMICALS
& FERTILIZERS AND STEEL
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

9 faems argdar
fi) AL PP OV;&’A ::';JH(IJ({J(J!?!‘-

19" January, 2007

)‘fj,gd,c\/ a‘,ﬁ&v g eo. w(“ﬂJ\-D"qu_Lo e

It is with immense sorrow that | heard about the sad demise
of Trivandrum Major Arch Bishop Shri Cyril Mar Baselious, the
head of Malankara Catholics. | knew him personally. He was
indeed a great scholar and a well read personality. In his demise,
Catholics have lost a great spiritual leader. | convey my heartfeit
condolences to the whole Catholics community and hope that they
will be able to overcome the great loss suffered by them.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

Qo
(Ram Vilas Paswan)
Rev. Fr. Geevargheese Mar Dinisosis
Administrator
Major Arch Bishop's House,
Pattom,
Trivandrum.

35



Documentation - 1

CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
ARCHBISHOP OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

Office of the Avchbishop

January 19, 2007

VIA FACSIMILE: 011-91-471-25-41635

Joseph Mar Thomas

Major Archbishop’s House
Pattom, P.O. Trivandrum 4
Kerala, India

Dear Mar Thomas:

I want to express my deepest sympathy to all the Malankara
Catholic community on the death of Major Archbishop, His Beatitude
Moran Mor Cyril Baselious. As Head and Catholicos of such a vital
community, his presence and ministry will be deeply missed even as we
thank the Lord for his work. May the Lord Jesus grant him eternal rest.

With prayerful best wishes, I am
Sincerely vours in Christ,

Most Reverend Daniel N. DiNardo
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston

DND:ael

36



Condolence Message

CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
SECRETARY GENERAL, CNEWA

1011 Figxt Avenue, New York, NY 100224195 - «1 (212) 8261450 « encwa®@cnewa.atg

L4
%ﬁ% CNEWA « papal agency for busmaniiarian and pasioral gupport

19 January 2007

Dear Msgr. Geevarghese,

Thaak you very much for so thoughtfully faxing me 1 letter today with the sad news of
the passing of Mor Baselios.

Thomas Varghese, our regional director for lndiz{, telepboned me yesterday marning
with the news.

Actuyally, at first hearing that the funeral might be held on Monday, I had made plans to
fly to Trivandrum for it, however, I was informed late last night (New York time) that the
funeral will actually rake place tomorrow, Saturday, in the moming.

Twas at a loss as to whom I could convey my sincere condolences and sorrow at the
passing of Mor Basclios, J thank you very much for writing and I beg you to please let all of
the bishops of the synod and all our good frends know how very much I lament his passing.
He was a great and wonderful man and a good friend. As you know, ] have known him ever
since I first met him in Bathery many years ago.

1 know that the good Lord will have welcomed him with open arms to the fullness of
life and love he promises o those who serve him so faithfully and well. My prayers go with his
family, all of his brothers and all of his flock in these difficult days as they mourn his passing
even though they celebrate his beaudiful life.

Again, thank you for your kindness in writing so promptly. May God bless and be with
you always.

e ST
Msgr. Archimandrite Robert L, Stern
Secretary General

Rt Rev. Geevarghese Manniklarott Corepiscopo

Asst, Administeator of the Malankara Catholics in Nosth America & Europe
Mar Ivanios Malankara Catholic Centre

950 Hillside Avenue

New Hyde Park, NY 11040
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

Catholic Relief Services
5, Community Centre
Zamrudpur, Kailash Colony Extn.
' New Delhi-110 048
- Phone:: (011) 29237256 / 57, 29247258
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES Toall e

Ii-mail : ersindia@crsindia.org

FAX: 0471-2541635

January 19, 2007

Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Nediyath
Personal Secretary to His Grace
Syro-Malankara

Major Archbishop’s House

Pattom, Trivandrom 695 004
Kerala

Telephone: 0471-2541642, 2541643

Dear Fr. Nediyath,

We are extremely saddened by the news of the demise of our beloved Major Archbishop
Cyril Mar Bselios, OIC. His passing away will be felt strongly by the entire Catholic
Church in India.

On behalf of the Catholic Relief Services, T would like fo express our deep condolences
and prayers for His Grace’s soul. We arc also praying for the entire Church to overcome
this great loss especially the Archdiocese of Trivandrum,

olic Relief Services — India Program
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
THE PRESIDENT OF JNANA-DEEPA VIDYAPEETH

Office of the President

HEART-FELT CONDOLENCES

It is with great shock and deep sadness that I came to know
of the sudden and unexpected demise of His Beatitude Moron Mor
Cyril Basilios, OIC, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church. He was a former student of JDV,
former Rector of Bethany Ashram, and former Patron of JDV. He
was a man of able administration, genuine holiness and true
scholarship. His death is a great loss not only to the Malankara
Church but also to the whole Church in India. The JDV
Community expresses its sincere condolences to the OIC
Community and to the Malankara Catholic Church. MAY HE

REST IN PEACE!
. Jehen it

Job Kozhamthadam, SJ,
President,

Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth,
Pune 411014,

January 19, 2007.
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
THE STAFF AND SUDENTS
OF COLLEGIO DAMASCENO, ROME

PONTIFICIQ ISTTTUTO §. GIOVANNI DAMASCENO

Via Carlo Emanucle I, 46 - 00185 Roma
“Tel, 06 77.26.71.27 - Fax 06 70.49.27.19 18 JANUARY 2007
E-mail: damusceno@interfree.it

ILRETTORE

TO:
HIS EXCELLENCY
JOSEPH MAR THOMAS
AUXILIARY BISHOP
MALANKARA ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE
TRIVANDRUM 695004
SUB: CONDOLENCES
WE THE STAFF AND STUDENTS OF COLLEGIO DAMASCENO, ROME
CONYEY YOUR EXCELLENCY
AND
THE ENTIRE SYRO MALANKARA HIERARCHY
OUR MOST SINCERE AND HEART-FELT CONDOLENCE
AT THE DEMISE
OF
HIS BEATITUDE MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS CATHOLICOS

MAJOR ARCHBISHOP OF THE MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH.

FROM:

-y = - _—_' -
FR JUSTIN AVANOOPARAMBIL OCD
RECTOR
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
THE STAFF AND SUDENTS
OF DHARMARAM VIDYA KSHETRAM

DHARMARAM VIDYA KSHETRAM

Pontifical Athenaeum of Philosophy, Theology & Canon Law
Bangalore 560 029, India
Tel: 080- 41116333, 41116300, 41116302; Fax: 080- 41116000

Dr. Thomas Kollamparampil, Cmi
President / Principal . .
Tel: (080) 41116231; Mob: 09448935454 Email (Per.): tkollamparampil@vsnl.net
Email (Off.): president@adh com tkollamparampil@yahoo.com

IN MEMORIAM

On the demise of
His Beatitude Major Archbishop

Cyril Mar Baselios, OIC

Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Church

The Staff, Students and other members of our
Pontifical Athenaeum, DVK
Convey our heartfelt condolence
in union of prayers
to the
Hierarchy of the Syro-Malankara Church

and very specially to
the Syro-Malankara Student community here in DVK
Bangalore

18" January, 2007 Fr. Thomas Kollamparampil, CMI
DVK, Bangalore President, DVK.
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
THE MEMBERS OF RSS

&

Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh
Keshavkunj, Deshbandhu Gupta Marg, Jhandewalan, New Delhi - 110 055
Phone: 23611372, 23670365, 23538171 Fax: 23611385
Email - rammadhav@rssdelhi.com, rammadhav@rss.org

RAM MADHAV
Member, National Executive Date: 19 December 2007

Conduierice Maessage by Sri Monan Bhagwat, Sarkaryavah,

on the sad demise of Rev. Aréhbishop Cyril Mar Baselius

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh expresses its deep-felt condolence in the demise of
His Holiness Major Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselius of the Malankara Cathclic Church. He
was a highly respected spiritual personality. He gave an Indian face to Christian
priesthood and was in the forefront in Indianising church services.

The respected Archbishop was a great scholar in Indian culture and a proud proclaimer of
his Indian heritage. He worked for the unity of Indian Christian denominations as well
as of Indian religions.

The RSS Sarsanghachalak Shri K. S. Sudarshan had a couple of meetings with the
revered Archbishop, and he was involved in the inter-religious dialogus held in Kerala a
few years ago. The Archbishop was openly opposed to conversions by inducement. His
contribution to the spiritual evolution of the country will be always remembered.

Born in a highly respected Christian family in Ullannor, near Pandalam, District Alleppey,
the Revered Archbishop was a former head of the All India Catholic Bishop Conference,
and at the time of his death, was the head of the Kerala Catholic Bishops Council.

In his sad demise the country has lost a great spiritual leader who championed the cause
of Hindu — Christian understanding in the true Indian traditicn of pluralism and mutual
respect.

The entire RSS family offers its condolence to the Malankara Church and the
followers of the Rev. Archbishop. We pray that his soul may rest in peace.

The RSS Sarsanghachalak is abroad, and in his absence, on his behalf, and on behalf of
the entire RSS family, | offer our condolences.

sd [ —
Mohan Bhagwat

To Yomdod_ oven ;L,.a/—

The Secretary —_

Major Archbishop’s House Jo S supalen

Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram Pycgr

Kerala M, A &b‘ﬂ Uiadd *
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CONDOLENCE MESSAGE
SANTHIGIRI ASHRAM

January 20, 2007

To

The Syro - malankara Catholic Church
Major Archiepiscopal Curia

Catholicate Centre, Pattom
Thiruvananthapuram- 695 004

Athmabandho,

We express our deep condolence on the passing away of Major Archbishop
His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos.

The contributions of Major Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios to the spiritual, social
and educational sectors of the state and the role in the Indianisation of the

Catholic Church would long be remembered.

We pray for the peace of the departed soul.

With prayers, \Q
I\
o\
~gee

Gururethnam|{Swami

Director

Santhigiri Ashxam

Mob: 9349136511 / 9447019076
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FUNERAL ORATION
BY
ARCHBISHOP MOST REV. MARIA CALIST SOOSAI PAKIAM
AT THE FUNERAL SERVICE OF
MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS CATHOLICOS

Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic Nuncio of India, Most Rev.
Oswald Gracias, Mar Divannasios, who has taken up the responsibilities of the
Malankara Catholic Church, Most Rev. Bishops, Rev. Fathers, dear Rev. Sisters and
my beloved Brothers and Sisters,

When | stand before you now, | feel as if history is being repeated. | remember
the occasion 11 years ago when | stood here on this same stage and delivered a
speech before the mortal remains of His Grace Mar Gregorios. | never thought of
being here again to pay homage to his successor so soon. We all knew for quite
some time that the health of His Beatitude was deteriorating. But unmindful of his
illness, he engaged himself actively in every affair of the Church. Even on last
Wednesday he has officiated at a long liturgical service. Hence we all hoped that he
would be with us for some more time. But the will of God was otherwise. He left us
all suddenly and went to the presence of God.

The passing away of His Beatitude has created a wide cleavage not only in the
life of the Malankara Catholic Church but also in the the Church in Kerala and India
and in the Universal Church at large. | know how much the members of the Malankara
Catholic Church are deeply grieved at his departure. Beloved brethren, first of all,
may | take this opportunity to share your pain and to express my sincere condolences.

During the past few days the media have attributed to him quite a number of
qualifications. Dear brethren, | was thinking what best compliment could he be given
to him? Whatever we would like to qualify him with, are perhaps, the essential
factors of the one thing he most desired.

At a decisive stage of his life he thought and prayerfully pondered over about
what his future life should be. He chose the priestly ministry. He dedicated himself
as a priest. I would like to compliment him that he was a good priest. God, who was
pleased with his priestly ministry, raised him to the rank of a High Priest.

My dear brethren! People in general desire to relate themselves with God and be
filled with His blessings. A priest is one who is acceptable to God. He is the link that
unites human beings with God. All the good works which a priest does are the
blessings, which God, who is pleased with his holy life, showers upon the people. In
order to realize this, first of all the priest should be a man acceptable to God. He
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should be holy both internally and externally, because God sees the inner most
recesses of man’s mind. Secondly a priest should be one who is able to choose and
offer acceptable scarifies to God.

My dear brethren! In this respect, Baselios Catholicos was above all a priest. He
was a High Priest. What are the offerings which a priest chooses to please God?
Recently | happened to read a prayer of Jalaludeen Rumy, a Sufi sage in a weekly,
who lived in the middle ages. It reads thus, “O God! Do You know to what all places
| searched for an offering acceptable to you? Whatever | found did not seem the
right one. Will anyone bring gold to be offered to a gold mine? What is the meaning
in giving a few drops of water as gift to an ocean! Even the most valuable thing of
the world is nothing before you. It is like bringing a little perfume to the East which
is full of aromatic spices. Finally, | chose a mirror as a gift for you. You who are the
most holy of holies and the perfect, be pleased with us and bless us seeing your own
image reflected in the mirror”. It was indeed a meaningful prayer!

Jesus calls his priests not to bring merely a mirror that reflects the image of God
but he calls them to be transformed into mirrors that reflect God’s image. Jesus the
eternal high priest was a mirror before the Father. It is in Jesus, the image of God,
undefiled by sin and invisible, is reflected fully. Seeing this image in Jesus, the
Father says, “You are my beloved son; in you | am well pleased”. As a result of this,
God pours forth the blessings of the Holy Spirit on His people as in river Jordan. A
priest is called to participate in this eternal priesthood of Jesus and to become a
mirror that reflects the image of the invisible God: thereby manifesting God who is
love itself, making the people hear Him and making them experience Him. His
Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios has been discharging this priestly ministry in a most
praiseworthy manner all through his life. As far as | can see, this is the greatest glory
of his life as he is bidding farewell to us.

Beloved brethren! Many honours and positions were conferred upon Mar Baselios.
He never went in search of them. On the other hand positions and honors went after
him. As a priest, he had fulfilled very many responsibilities. He was the Bishop of
the Eparchy of Bathery. Then he was raised as a Metropolitan. Twice he became the
President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India. He was able to give effective
leadership to the Church in Kerala also. Finally he was elevated Major Archbishop,
the supreme head of the Malankara Catholic Church. These were not things he desired;
for he never desired these. But these positions sought after him. Because of these
positions of honor there were occasions for very many misunderstandings. As |
understand, he has suffered a lot on account of these.

One day, on our journey to Banglore, | was openly discussing these matters with
him. | was free to approach him always as a friend, as a father and as a colleague. |
could ask anything to him. During our journey he was speaking about the unity of
the Malankara Churches. The unity of all the Malankara Churches was a great dream
for him. | openly asked him, “Don’t you think that these positions and honours you
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have received divide the Church?” His answer was, “l don’t want any position or
honor. One of the factors that stood against the unity of the Malankara Churches,
was the fear whether the individuality and autonomy of the Malankara Churches
would be recognised in the universal Church. When the Malankara Catholic Church
was elevated to the rank of a Majaor Archiepiscopal Church, we could prove that
such fears were out of place. It is my desire that all should be united and the prayer
of Jesus should come true. When such an occasion arises, | am ready to abandon not
only my positions but anything of mine for the union of this Church”.

Yes, a High Priest is one who forfeits everything for the glory of God so that the
Church of Jesus may shine forth as a witness in the whole world. This was the dream
of Mar Baselios until the present. In this realm he was very much misunderstood.
But he has never considered these criticisms of the people seriously. On the contrary
his gaze was always directed on the face of Jesus, on the face of God. He always
attended to his goal alone. “Who am | before God?” This was most important
concerning him.

He desired but one thing; to please God. His prayer could be summarized in the
words of the Psalmist: “Lord, | entreat you but one thing, only one thing | seek. |
desire to dwell in your temple all through my life to relish the sweetness of the Lord
and to know His will in the holy abode of the Lord.”

Yes, this High Priest is going to the presence of God, in union with Jesus, as a
priest participating in the priesthood of Jesus, appropriating the qualities of Jesus
and reflecting those qualities before the people, dedicating his life to manifest and
to make them hear and experience the love of God as in a mirror. Let us bid him
farewell with love! Let his life be always an inspiration to us!

Let us pray that the soul of His Beatitude be filled with joy, peace and eternal rest
which he hoped for throughout his life. Amen!
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The Condolence Message of
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
the Synodal Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church

Most Reverend Bishops, Reverend Fathers, Religious, and the Faithful and
friends,

"Esteemed high priest, go in peace!"

We accept with deep felt sorrow the news of the demise of His Beatitude Cyril
Baselios Catholicos, the Major Archbishop and the Head of the Malankara Catholic
Church. The Church never lets the People of God orphans even for a moment.
Therefore the Church has installed an administrator until a new Major Archbishop
is elected and assumes office.

At this moment as the funeral service of His Beatitude is taking place, when we
recall to mind the holy Catholicos, our hearts take pride in the thought that he realized
in his life perfect love of man and God within Indian identity and thus made the
Church and the society flurish.

With the artistic experience of a sculptor, Mar Baselios actualized the lively
heartthrobs of Mar Ivanios the great in the Church. His insight will build up the
Malankara Catholic Church. The growth of the Church during the last eleven years
was wonderful. Especially the erection of the eparchies of Marthandom,
Muvattupuzha, and the establishment of the new Metropolitan Province of Tiruvalla,
the appointment of an Apostolic Visitor for North America and Europe, the
appointment of a Mission Co-Ordinator for North India, the declaration and erection
of the Eparchy of Mavelikara, the ordination of new Bishops, the conferring of the
titles of Corepiscopo, Ramban and Chevalier, the preservation of the tradition of the
Church, the establishment of the throne of the Catholicos etc. are some of his
noteworthy achievements.

Mar Baselios was the father who made the Church grow with an ideology of
openness. Christian in faith, a builder of the Church, an Indian sage by tradition, a
Keralite by culture - these are the unique combinations of the diverse aspects of
human life realized in the person of Mar Baselios, which is an inspiration to all the
Malankarites and to the Indian Church at large.

As said about Jesus in the Gospels that "he went about doing good," this servant
of God also has spend his life on earth doing good.

You the people of God who trust in the Lord, need not be afraid. The Malankara
Catholic Church which was led with the blessings of the great Mar lvanios, Mar
Gregorios and Mar Baselios was protected by God without any dearth and brought
out to this status. Hence God will see its future also. This is the Church of God, He
will provide for her. We remember with gratitude all who strengthend us with
consolation during these days of our sorrow. Thanks be to God who gave us Mar
Baselios the Catholicos. Thanks be to the family of Malancharuvil and the Bethany
Religious Community which dedicated this Bishop for the service of God.

The presence of eminent personalities such as the Apostolic Nuncio, CCBI
President and Bombay Archbishop His Grace Oswald gracous, CBCI General
Secretary Archbishop Stanislous Fernandes, Archbishops, Bishops, Union Minister
Mr. Oscar Fernandes, other ministers reduces our sorrow. e appreciate their concern
of us. We acknowledge with gratitude the presence, prayers and consoling words of
all good people who have blessed us. Now let me invite His Grace Most Rev. Pedro
Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic Nuncio for India for his words of blessing.
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THE SPEECHES OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND
CIVIL DIGNITARIES AT THE MEMORIAL MEETING AFTER
THE FUNERAL SERVICE OF HIS BEATITUDE
MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS CATHOLICOS

Sri. Oscar Fernandez
(Union Minister, Govt. of India)

We are all gathered here to pay homage to the beloved, departed Mar Baselios,
whom all of us not only resepected but loved. We always talk in terms of praying to
God. And | always remember the words of Jesus Christ and when Mar Baselios goes
to heaven he will be asked a question just as we are being asked. What have you done
for the people? And in the words of Jesus Christ | am told when you go to heaven
Jesus Christ will open his arms saying whatever you do unto the poor that you do
unto me. And this is one place where | have found so much has been done for the
poor. | was here to participate in a programme of the self helped groups of women.
Thousands of women had gathered here. And today | hear that about 70,000 families
have been covered under their insurance scheme. What a goverment has to do is
being done under the auspicious of this Archdiocese. | have seen tears flowing from
the eyes of people, because of the love, affection and the service rendered. | am told
the Archhishop was in Waynad,Wayanad is an area where there are tribals and poor
people and the uplift of those people was his main concern. And after he came here
he extended the service and that is why you find all the senior leaders of Kerala here.
And | have come specially with my better half Blossom to participate in this last
race. And it is my duty to console all of you. In Christianity, in any religion we feel
that death is a happy occassion, that is, whatever we have to do on earth we finish
and go to heaven. So it is a happy occasion. And Persians say “ When a child is born,
it weeps, weeps because it has come on earth“. And Persians clebrate the death,
because it is a deliverance, and for us too it is deliverence. | thank His Grace the
Archbishop and all the Bishops and Fathers for giving us an oppurtunity to be here
this noon to partcipate in this holy ceremony.
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REPORT OF THE FUNERAL SERVICE
OF HIS BEATITUDE
MORAN MOR CYRIL BASELIOS CATHOLICOS

‘Zel Baslomo, Moran Baselios’

On Thursday, 18 January 2007 the sun was slowly ebbing away. It was 6.45 in
the evening. The daylight gradually faded. All on a sudden, the shocking news came
out from the KIMS hospital Trivandrum, that Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the Major
Archbishop Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has just passed away.
All what the people in general knew was that His Beatitude was suffering from
some ailment which was neither fatal nor even detrimental to the execution of his
daily duties. Hence, no one was prepared to accept the message of the untimely
demise of His Beatitude, the Major Archbishop. His Beatitude was running on 72
when death took him away from us. Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, the Auxillary
Bishop of Trivandrum Major Archieparchy, was by the bedside of His Beatitude on
a routine visit. While sharing some light moments of life, His Beatitude said that he
felt slight chest pain. So saying, he slowly sunk into the bed. At once the doctors
were summoned. Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas said the prayers and gave the last
blessing while His Beatitude entrusted his soul into the hands of the Lord. Dr. Roy
Varghese and Dr. Sahadulla (Chairman, KIMS) tried all possible means to reanimate
His Beatitude. As there was no response they pronounced his demise at 6.45 p.m.
Fr. Varghese Kaithon (Procurator), Fr. Santhosh Thomas Koickal (Correspondent of
Schools), Fr.Varghese Kalayilvadakkethil (Secretary), Sr. Helena SIC, Sr. Berchmans
SIC (His Beatitude’s sisters), Sr. Celia SIC, Rajesh (Personal Assistant), Suresh
(Staff Secretary), and Reny (Personal Assistant and Driver) were witnesses to the
scene.

Meanwhile, Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia, Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Nediyath, Parish Priest of St. Mary’s
Cathedral and Rev. Fr. Daniel Kuzhithadathil reached the hospital. Upon the medical
confirmation of the death of His Beatitude, Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC returned
to Thirusannidhi and sealed the office and the living room of the Catholicos.
Immediately he informed all the Malankara Catholic Bishops and the various officials
of the Holy See and other ecclesiastical and political dignitaries about the passing
away of His Beatitude.

The untimely demise of His Beatitude was a great shock to all. The body of His
Beatitude was dressed with Episcopal vestments and embellished with the insignia
of the Catholicos and brought to the Major Archbishop’s House, Pattom at 8.30.p.m.
A large number of ecclesiastical dignitaries and political leaders in and around the
city had gathered there to receive the mortal remains and to pay respects to the
beloved Catholicos whose gracious presence had always filled their hearts and minds
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with blessings and fervour. All the Bishops of the Malankara Church except Most
Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios (Bishop of Bathery) and Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Timotheos (Bishop Emeritus) had arrived.

After an hour, the body was taken to St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom accompanied
by a large number of people arrayed in procession with lighted candles in their
hands and there it was kept for public homage.

Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the senior most Eparchial Bishop of
the Permanent Synod was already on his way to Trivandrum. He instructed Most
Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos over the phone to convene a meeting of the Bishops
present to chalk out the funeral programme. Taking into consideration the various
circumstances, it was proposed that the funeral shall be held on Saturday, 20 January
2007. Before fixing up the date, the brothers and sisters of His Beatitude were also
consulted.

In the presence of the Bishops, a meeting of the priests, religious and lay leaders
present in Trivandrum, was held to plan the details of the funeral service. Different
committees were formed for its efficient execution.

On 19 January, hundreds of thousands of people from all walks of life paid their
homage to the Bava Thirumeni. Representatives of various Churches, Christian
denominations and political leaders paid their respects chanting their special prayers
for the deceased. The Chief Dignitaries were, His Beatitude Cardinal Varkey
Vithayathil, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, Sri V. S.
Achuthanandan (the Chief Minister of Kerala), Sri Oomen Chandy (Opposition
Leader), Smt Lizy Jacob (Chief Secretary), C. Divakaran (Minister of Civil Supplies),
Sri. Pannyan Raveendran MP, Smt. Lida Jacob IAS, Sri. K. Padmakumar (City Police
Commissioner), Smt. P.K. Sreemathi Teacher (Health-Social Welfare Minister), Sri
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan (Home Minister), Sri. K. Radhakrishnan (Speaker), Sri. Pinarai
Vijayan, Sri. Raman Sri Vastava IPS (Kerala DGP), etc.

At7a.m.on 20 January, all the Bishops concelebrated the solemn Holy Eucharistic
Liturgy. At 8.30 a.m. the mortal remains of the Catholicos was taken to St. Mary’s
Pro-Cathedral, Palayam and laid in state on a specially prepared platform for the
public to pay homage. His Grace Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic
Nuncio in India, representing the Holy Father, arrived at the Pro-Cathedral to
participate in the funeral service. State government’s Cabinet Ministers, other
dignitaries, and the municipal administrators paid their homage. The State
Government police-guards stood in attendance and the other civil and ecclesiastical
dignitaries also paid homage. Most Rev. Dr. Soosa Pakiyam, Latin Catholic
Archbishop of Trivandrum, made the funeral oration.

Thereafter, the Nagarikanikkal (public procession) started from St. Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral, Palayam to St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom. Thousands of people participated
in the procession. As the body of the Bava was brought back in St. Mary’s Cathedral,
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Pattom, the chief service of the burial started. It was officiated by Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the Synodal Administrator of the Church. During
the liturgical prayers, His Grace Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic
Nuncio for India, read out the condolence message of the Holy Father Pope Benedict
XVI. He also expressed his own condolence and conveyed the message of the
Secretariat of the State of Vatican. Considering the great contribution of this religious
leader and lover of humankind, most of the politicians of the State of Kerala and
some from the Central Government were also present for the service. After the
liturgical service of burial in the Church, the body was brought down to the Crypt in
procession to be entombed by the side of his great predecessors. At the entrance of
the Crypt, the State of Kerala gave its official honour to the departed soul with the
salute of the armed police.

After the funeral services, a meeting of condolence of the public was held at the
Cathedral premises. Various socio-political and religious leaders spoke on the
occasion. Among them Sri. Oscar Fernandes (Union Minister of India), Sri. Oommen
Chandy (Opposition Leader), Sri M.Vijayakumar (Minister of Law, Kerala) Sri.
K.M. Mani (MLA), Sri. P.J. Joseph (MLA) Sri. Pannyan Raveendran (MP), Sri.
Jayan Babu (Mayor of Trivandrum), and Sri. Palode Ravi (Ex-MLA) and Sri. V.
Rajagopal (Former Union Minister) deserve special mention ........... Several
thousands of people attended the funeral and the condolence meeting in order to bid
tearful farewell to their beloved Bava.

Just as the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI urged in his condolence message, let
us give thanks to Almighty God for the gift of life of our Beloved Ablna who dedicated
himself relentlessly for the good of the Church, not only of Kerala and India but also
of the Universal Church and of the entire society. May Almighty God grant eternal
rest to this noble soul!
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Enthronement of the new
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Dated 22.01.2007
To
His Excellency

LETTER OF CONVOCATION OF THE HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD
TO ELECT A MAJOR ARCHBISHOP-CATHOLICOS
FOR THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

This is to intimate Your Excellency that the canonical election of the next Major
Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church on the demise of
His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, is fixed to take place on Wednesday 7
February 2007 as per the norms of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches.
The venue of the Synod for Election is the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at the
Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram.

The Synod will begin with a retreat after the Sradhaperunal (Memorial Service)
of His Beatitude, the late Catholicos, at 6 pm, on Wednesday 7 February 2007 at
the Catholicate Centre.

According to CCEO canon 68, all Bishops legitimately convoked are bound by
the grave obligation to be present at the election. If anyone considers himself to be
detained by a just impediment, he is to submit his reason in writing to the Holy
Episcopal Synod. The legitimacy of the impediment is to be decided upon by the
Bishops at the first session of the Synod.

Your Excellency is, hereby, convoked to this Synod of Election.

May the Lord help us all to fulfill our obligations for the greater glory of God and
the good of his Church.

Yours fraternally in Our Lord

sd/-
+Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Administrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Sa/-

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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LETTER OF INFORMATION TO
THE HOLY SEE ABOUT THE CONVOCATION
OF THE HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF ELECTION

Dated 24.1.2007

To

His Eminence

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone
Secretary of State

Palazzo Apostolico

00120 Citta del Vaticano, Rome, Italy

Your Eminence

| convey to Your Eminence the greetings of the Church and my personal greetings
as the Administratrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. | thank you for
your personal message at the funeral service of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios, our Beloved Catholicos. His Sradhaperunal (Memorial Service) is fixed
to be held on Wednesday, 7 February 2007.

Through this letter | would like to inform Your Emience that the Synod to elect a
new Major Archbishop-Catholicos will be convoked on 7 February 2007 at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia of the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. After the
Sradhaperunal the Bishops will enter into retreat at 6 p.m. The first session of the
Synod will commence at 11 a.m. on Thursday 8 February 2007.

For the confirmation of the election by the Roman Pontiff as per CCEO canon
153, we shall send to you the Synodal decision through the Nuntiature in India. The
Synod Fathers will remain in the premises of the Synod Hall till the confirmation of
the Holy Father is obtained and the new Major Archbishop-Catholicos makes the
profession of faith and promise to fulfill his office in the Church faithfully. We are
happy to have your guidance in these matters.

Thanking Your Eminence and Requesting Your Eminence’s blessings,
Yours devotedly in Christ

sd/-

+Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Administrator

64



First Holy Synod of Election

LETTER OF INFORMATION TO THE HOLY SEE
ON THE CONVOCATION
OF THE HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF ELECTION
(Malayalam Translation)

24.01.2007
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LETTER OF INFORMATION TO THE HOLY SEE
ABOUT THE HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF ELECTION

Dated 24.1.2007

To

His Eminence

Ignace Cardinal Moussa Daoud

Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
Via della Concilliazione 34, 00193 Roma, ltaly

Your Eminence

I convey to Your Eminence the greetings of the Church and my personal greetings
as the Administratrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. | thank you for
your personal message at the funeral service of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios, our Beloved Catholicos. His Sradhaperunal (Memorial Service) is fixed
to be held on Wednesday, 7 February 2007.

Through this letter | would like to inform Your Emience that the Synod to elect a
new Major Archbishop-Catholicos convoked on 7 February 2007 at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia of the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. After the
Sradhaperunal the Bishops will enter into retreat at 6 p.m. The first session of the
Synod will commence at 11 a.m. on Thursday 8 February 2007.

For the confirmation of the election from the Roman Pontiff as per CCEO canon
153, we shall send to you the Synodal decision through the Nuntiature in India. The
Synod Fathers will remain in the premises of the Synod Hall till the confirmation of
the Holy Father is obtained and the new Major Archbishop-Catholicos makes the
profession of faith and promise to fulfill his office in the church faithfully. We are
happy to have your guidance in these matters.

Thanking Your Eminence and Requesting Your Eminence’s blessings,

Yours devotedly in Christ

sd/-
+Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Administrator
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LETTER OF INFORMATION TO THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO
ABOUT THE HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF ELECTION

Dated 24.1.2007

To

His Grace Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Pro-Nuncio

50 C, Niti Marg, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi 110021

Your Grace,

I convey to Your Grace the greetings of the Church and my personal greetings as
the Administratrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. | thank you once again
for your personal presence at the funeral service of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios, our Beloved Catholicos. His Sradhaperunél (Memorial Service) is fixed
to be held on Wednesday, 7 February 2007.

Through this letter 1 would like to inform Your Grace that the Synod to elect a
new Major Archbishop-Catholicos will be convoked on 7 February 2007 at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia of the Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. After the
Sradhaperunal the Bishops will enter into retreat at 6 p.m. The first session of the
Synod will commence at 11 a.m. on Thursday 8 February 2007.

For the confirmation of the election from the Roman Pontiff as per CCEO canon
153, we shall send to you the Synodal letters per fax message. The Synod Fathers
will remain in the premises of the Synod Hall till the confirmation of the Holy Father
is obtained and the new Major Archbishop-Catholicos makes the profession of faith
and promise to fulfill his office in the Church faithfully. We are happy to have your
guidance in these matters.

Thanking Your Grace and Requesting Your Grace’s blessings,
Yours devotedly in Christ

sd/-
+Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Administrator
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THE OPENING MESSAGE BY THE ADMINISTRATOR
MOST REV. GEEVARGHESE MAR DIVANNASIOS
AT THE FIRST SYNOD OF ELECTION

A cordial Welcome to all Brother Bishops!

We are at an auspicious occasion. We are at a historical moment. This event s to
be recorded not only in the annals of the Malankara Church and the Indian Church
but also in the annals of the Universal Church. Sure! This will be written in the
history of the Malankara Church in golden letters. This may appear to be simple for
us. But we have to understand that this is not an ordinary meeting, but an auspicious
moment in which we elect the Head of our Church. Though we are a small community,
we have to bear witness before the world that we are capable of leading the destinies
of our Church. | believe that the orientation talk by His Grace Most Rev. Mar
Powathal, our reflections on it and our prayers have helped us to enkindle in us a
clear understanding. We, united in prayer, will enhance our strength and experience
of communion. What we perform today is the same thing that the Apostles did to fill
up the vacancy caused by death of Judas. Surely, the Holy Spirit will lead us!

This election should be made under divine inspiration. It is not we, as human
beings, who do this. Aswe read in Heb. 5:4, “And one does not presume to take this
honour, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was”. Hence this is a
God-inspired action. It is indeed a burden-some responsibility for the one who
takes up this position. To be the successor of three illustrious Prelates of the
Archieparchy of Trivandrum demands great courage and dedication. On realizing
its significance, His Grace Mar Powathil found it a difficult mission to give an
orientation talk for this election. If so, how great will be the anxiety of the one who
would be called to shoulder this responsibility! This is no doubt a big cross. No one
shall willingly be inclined to take this up. But, | believe that whoever is invited by
God should not refuse it, but should accept it. This is a new experience. We are
creating a tradition for other Churches like us; should be a model for them. As the
Administrator, | consider this as a divine commission. It is difficult to be in command
of it. But I firmly believe that our prayers and our communion will strengthen me
and the Laws of the Church will help us to clear our doubts.

The mode of election
As we know, all of us, seven Bishops have the right to vote. But as Canon Law
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prescribes, Most Rev. Mar Timotheos, Bishop Emeritus, cannot be a candidate for
the post. All the other six Bishops are eligible the same. For being elected, one
should have two-third of the total votes. The two-third of seven is five. It means
that one who is elected Head of the Church should be acceptable to the great majority.
As His Grace Mar Powathil said, it would be so much the great if the election is
unanimous. If the votes are split in the first round of balloting, it can be repeated in
many rounds. But if the election is not brought to a completion within fifteen days,
it will devolve to the Roman Pontiff.

Beloved Brother Bishops! The Holy Spirit who is always active in the Malankara
Catholic Church will be with us. The prayers of our Holy Predicessors, especially
of the virtuous Archbishop Mar lvanios, will be a stronghold to us.

With these words, | declare open this First Holy Episcopal Synod of Election.
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, TRIVANDRUM- 695 004, KERALA INDIA

THE FIRST HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF ELECTION
(7 - 10 February 2007)

REPORT

Through the demise of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the first Major
Archbishop-Catholicos on 18 January 2007 the Major Archiepiscopal See of
Trivandrum became vacant. The first Holy Episcopal Synod of Election of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, was convoked by Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios, the Adminstrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, through a
letter dated 22 January 2007 and handed over to each of the members. The Synod
was convoked on 7 February 2007 at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia in the
Catholicate Centre, Pattom, Trivandrum. The Administrator, through a common
Pastoral Letter, had informed the entire Church about the convocation of the Synod
of Election and requested the prayers of the Faithful for the success of the same.
Besides suggesting the prayer "Jnangalude Karthavaya Yesumisiha..." to be recited
daily after the Holy Qurbono, Thursday, 8 February, the day of the election, was
recommended as a day of fasting for the special assistance of the Holy Spirit in the
Synod.

On the forenoon of 7 February 2007, the Church observed the Sradhaperunal of
His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios. On the same day at 4.30 p.m., the
appointment of Very Rev. Fr. Chacko Aerath OIC as Apostolic Visitator with Episcopal
character, to the Malankara Catholics outside the territorium proprium by Pope
Benedict XVI, was announced at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum.

After the afore-said functions in the Cathedral, at 5.30 p.m., all the members of
the Holy Synod, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Isaac Mar
Cleemis, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Secretary of the Synod), Most Rev.
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, Most Rev.
Joshua Mar Ignathios and Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, assembled at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre. The Synod-Fathers spent a day in
recollection in preparation for the Synod of Election.

Most Rev. Mar Joseph Powathil, the Archbishop of Changanacherry, gave the
orientation talk to the Synod-Fathers. They spent the night in vigil before the Holy
Eucharist.
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On the next morning (Thursday, 8 February), after the canonical prayers,
meditation concelebrated Holy Qurbono and with due preperation they started the
Synod of Election at 11 a.m., 8 February 2007. The Bishops assembled in the Synod
Hall. After the introductory prayer, a hymn invoking the presence of the Holy Spirit
was sung. Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis read the scriptural passage from the Acts of
the Apostles (1:12-26). This prayer session was concluded with a spontaneous prayer.

After the prayer, the Administrator sought the opinion of the Synod Fathers in
availing the services of Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia, as Teller of the election and to record the acts of the Synod.
The Synod-Fathers consented to the proposal and he was sworn in.

All the members of the Synod were present and the Administrator declared the
Synod canonical. Then the Administrator addressed the Synod. In his opening
message, he highlighted the significance of the Synod and explained the canonical
procedures of the election after which he declared the Synod open.

The balloting formalities were discussed in a brief session. It was decided that
sufficient interval for personal prayer and reflection should be granted if no one gets
the required two-third majority in the first balloting. It was also decided that there
shall not be more than three balloting a day, namely, at 10 a.m., at 3 p.m. and at 6
p.m. The Synod co-opted Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom as an additional
Teller.

The Synod-Fathers took the oath of fidelity and secrecy.

Thereafter, the Synod unanimously elected Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos as
President of the Synod of Election. The President took over the post and invited the
members for the first balloting.

Ballot papers were distributed. On the Thronds (altar) candles were lighted. A
chalice was placed on it to deposit the votes. Each Bishop went to the place allotted
to register the name of the candidate and deposited the vote in the chalice. The order
of seniority was followed in casting the vote.

When the balloting was over, Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom went up to
the Thronds, collected the votes from the chalice. The votes were counted and
ascertained that they tally with the number of voters. Having checked the votes, the
President declared the result.

As no one obtained the two-third majority, it was decided that the Bishops shall
gather in the Synod Hall at 3 p.m. for the second balloting. In the meantime they
spent the time in prayer.

At 2.45 p.m. the Synod-Fathers assembled in the Hall. They recited a decade of
the glorious mystery of the Holy Rosary, the mystery of the descent of the Holy
Spirit upon the Apostles.

The second session commenced at 3 p.m. Ballot papers were distributed by the
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President. The Synod Fathers voted. The Election was unanimous. The President
declared that Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis is the Major Archbishop-Catholicos-
Elect. The Synod-Fathers welcomed the declaration with applause.

Soon after the declaration was made, the senior most Bishop of our Church,
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos asked whether the Catholicos-Elect accepts
the post and Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis accepted the same.

The Synodal letter and the hand-written letter of the Major Archbishop-Catholicos-
Elect, requesting the Roman Pontiff to confirm the election, were prepared.

The result of the election was then informed to the Apostolic Nuncio over the
phone. The Synodal letters were sent by fax message. The original of the letters
were sent by courier to the Nunciature to be forwarded to the Holy See.

The Synod Fathers continued to spend the time in prayer and sharing- sessions.

At 19.16 hours a fax message was received indicating that the Congregation for
the Oriental Churches received the Synodal letters. The Prefect of the Congregation
Cardinal Moussa Daoud congratulated the Major Archbishop-Catholicos-Elect, Most
Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis.

Friday 9 February was a day of prayerful expectation of the confirmation of the
election from the Roman Pontiff.

On Saturday, 10 February 2007 at 8.12 a.m., the Administrator Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios received the message of confirmation of the election
by Pope Benedict XVI, the Roman Pontiff, communicated by Archbishop Pedro
Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic Nuncio in India, as the Synod Fathers came out of
the Chapel after the Holy Qurbono.

The Synod Fathers assembled at 9.45 a.m., and decided that the canonical
proclamation of the Catholicos should be made at 4.30 p.m. in St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Pattom, Trivandrum.

The Major Archbishop-Catholicos-Elect and the other Synod Fathers came before
the Thrénos in the Synod Hall. They prayed the Kaumo and the Jnangalude
Karthavaya Yesumisiha... Thereafter, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos-Elect made
the profession of faith and promise to fulfil his office faithfully before the Synod.
The Synod-Fathers exchanged the kiss of peace with the Catholicos-Elect. Thereafter,
the Major Archbishop-Catholicos was seated and the Synod Fathers expressed honour
and respect (obsequium) to the new Father and Head of the Church. The ceremony
ended with the Kukkilion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and the prayers
of commemoration of the departed prelates of our Church.

After that the Synod-in-session felicitated the Major Archbishop-Elect. Each
Synodal Father, according to seniority, delineated his expectations and aspirations
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on behalf of the Church. Each one concluded his speech pledging obedience, love
and respect to the new Catholicos.

The Catholicos-Elect praised God for the extraordinary Pentecostal experience
of these days. The whole-hearted sharing of the Brother Bishops highlighted the
obligations which the new Catholicos is entrusted with. His mission is to lead the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in the world. The Universal Church, through the
Popes, has given the SMCC a “Welcome, big welcome”. He also extolled the warm
relationship the Church enjoys with His Eminence Cardinal Moussa Daoud, the
Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and with His Grace Archbishop
Pedro Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic Nuncio in India. He thanked them for their
prompt, generous service in all the affairs of our Church.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the President of the Synod of Election, on
behalf of the Church, thanked the Synodal Administrator, Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios for his inspiring leadership in the conduct of the Synod. He also
thanked the Teller, Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom thanked Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos for his meticulous preparations
and for presiding over the Synod of Election efficiently.

The Synod made the concluding prayers and recited the prayers of the sixth hour.

The President announced the details of the Proclamation ceremony, that is, to go
in procession to the tomb of the venerable Predecessors of the Catholicos-Elect,
spend sometime in silent prayer, after which all shall enter into the Sanctuary where
the Administrator shall make the solemn Canonical Proclamation reading out the
letter of confirmation of the election of the new Major Archbishop-Catholicos from
the Roman Pontiff, Pope Benedict XVI. The Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod
of our Church, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, was asked to address the people
and felicitate the new Catholicos on behalf of the Synod as well as the faithful.

The proceedings and the acts of the First Holy Episcopal Synod of Election was
read out by the Chancellor, Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC and confirmed by the
Synodal-Fathers. The acts were signed by all the Synod Fathers and they will be
preserved in the secret archives of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor and Teller
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THE FIRST HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF ELECTION

OATH OF SECRECY BY THE TELLER

I, Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, by the grace of God, solemnly and conscientiously
swear in the Name of the Triune God, that:

1. 1 will discharge faithfully the duties entrusted to me as Teller to the Holy
Episcopal Synod of Election

2. 1 will not, under any circumstance, reveal or engage in any act that directly
or indirectly may reveal matters that are discussed and enacted in the Synod.

3. | will fulfill the serious obligation of observing secrecy concerning those
matters that directly or indirectly concern the balloting.

May God and the Holy Gospels, which | kiss, help me to fulfill this promise!
May the blessed Mother intercede for me!
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THE FIRST HOLY EPISCOPAL SYNOD OF ELECTION

I, Bishop

OATH OF FAITHFULNESS AND SECRECY

S .(.'\.'ﬁr.'??.)... ceveee...n, DY the grace of God, solemnly

and conscientiously swear in the Name of the Triune God, that:

1.

I, as member of the Holy Episcopal Synod of Election of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church, will elect the one whom | know before
the Lord to be truly worthy and suitable for the office of Major
Archbishop-Catholicos.

I will exercise my God - given responsibility in the Holy Episcopal
Synod without prejudice or favour, having only the will of the
Lord and the good of the Malankara Catholic Church before me.

I will not under any circumstance reveal or engage in any act that
directly or indirectly may reveal matters that are discussed and
enacted in the Synod.

I will fulfill the serious obligation of observing secrecy concerning
those matters that directly or indirectly concern the balloting.

May God and the Holy Gospels, which I kiss, help me to fulfill this
promise! May the blessed Mother intercede for me!
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH

: MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

CATHOLICATE CENTRE, PATTOM, TRIVANDRUM-695 004, KERALA. INDIA
Tel: 0471-2558864, Fax: 0471-2541635, E-mail: mcccuria@sanchammel. in

Dated 8.2.2007

To
His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI

Subject: Synodal Letter of Election
In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen!
Most Holy Father,

The Major Archiepiscopal See of Trivandrum fell vacant from 18-1-2007
due to the demise of our revered Major Archbishop, His Beatitude Moran
Mor Cyril Baselios. As per the provisions of the CCEO canons 151-153
and 63-76 Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the Administrator of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church convened canonically the Holy
Episcopal Synod of Election on 7 February 2007 for electing the Father
and Head of our Church. The Synod was held at the Synod Hall at the
Major Archiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum. All
the members of the Synod were present.

After a day of prayer and fasting the first session of the Synod began at
11 am. on Thursday, 8 February 2007. All the seven members of the
Synod were present. The Synod of Election was declared canonical.
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos was elected the President of the Synod.
Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia was sworn in and employed as Teller of the election
procedurc along with Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom. Nobody
else was present in the Synod Hall.

We the members of the Holy Episcopal Synod unanimously state that:

1. the Synod was convened canonically and all the seven Bishops of
the Church (legitimately convoked) took part in the election

2. the election of the Major Archbishop was held by secret ballot and
as per the norms of CCEO canons 63-76.

3. we freely and conscientiously and unanimously elected Most Rev.
Isaac Mar Cleemis Thettunkal as the new Major Archbishop as
per the norm of CCEO canon 72 §1.
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We the members of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, therefore, humbly request Your Holiness to confirm our
Synodal decision and confirm Most Reverend Isaac Mar Cleemis
Thottunkal as the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church.

We place our trust in the Lord and crave for Your Holiness' apostolic
blessings on our new Major Archbishop and our Church and on each of
us.

Your Holiness' most devotedly in the Lord,
+ Qd‘&ﬂﬁse Mar B vavuasis .

% Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
Bishop of Bathery and Administrator

- "\‘MOA&.LJL:_(“%\

% [saac Mar Cleemis
Archbishop of Tiruvalla

#~ B2 %!,L
"% Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom,

Bishop of Marthandom

+ e o

% Joshua Mar Ignathios,

Bishop-Designate of Mavelikara

=+ oy
% Joseph Mar Thomas,

Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum
and Apostolic Visitator to North America and Europe

i v e T (. ,.-Y.t;((,,a_«,

I Geevarghese Mar("-l'imolheos,
Bishop Emeritus of Tiruvalla

" Thomas Mar Koorilos,
Bishop of Muvattupuzha and President of the Synod of Election

T
e
Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC

Chancellor and Teller
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8 febbraio 2007

N . OO 1s R
CONGREGATIO Win delly Condilivanne, 54
PRO) LEGCLESUS ORIENTALIBUS Inicizea posabe: D020 Gl dol Vasizine

Prot. n. 1/2001

Beatitudine,

E’ pervenuta tramite la Nunziatura Apostolica in India la notizia della Sua
clezione alla guida dell’insigne ed amata Chiesa siro-malankarese ed & stata subito
trasmessa al Sommo Pontefice Benedetto XVI perché a norma dei sacri canoni
conceda I’augusta conferma apostolica all’atto espresso in Sinodo dai Suoi confratelli
Vescovi.

Nello stesso giomno della chiamata al servizio supremo di capo e padre della
comunita siromalankarese cattolica desidero farLe pervenire i rallegramenti e gli
auguri migliori dell’intera Congregazione per le Chiese Orientali ¢ miei personali.

Sono accompagnati da una speciale preghiera, che & condivisa
dall’Arcivescovo Segretario, dal Sottosegretario e da tutti i Collaboratori del
Dicastero.

11 Signore Le conceda abbondanza di doni spirituali per far fruttificare secondo
la Sua volontd 1’ereditd mirabile della tradizione siro-malankarese cattolica posta
nelle mani di Vostra Beatitudine dopo la partenza per la casa del Padre del compianto
Mar Baselios, primo Arcivescovo Maggiore di Trivandrum.

La Santa Sede conta sulla Sua persona per far proseguire lo sviluppo ecclesiale
dei siromalankaresi cattolici dell’India e della diaspora nel solco tracciato dagli
indimenticabili Suoi predecessori, che sempre si mantennero fedeli alla comunione

con il Successore di Pietro per essere parte viva in Cristo della Chiesa universale.

A Sua Beatitudine

Isaac Mar Cleemis Thottunkal

Arcivescovo Maggiore cletto siro-malankarese
di Trivandrum — Kerala - India

90



Enthronement

CONGREGATIO
PRD ECCLESIIS ORIENTALIBUS

Ma contano su di Lei i confratelli Vescovi siro-malankaresi, come tutti 1 fratelli
e le sorelle raccolti nelle fervide comunita eparchiali entro e fuori del territorio
proprio dell’Arcivescovado Maggiore, alcune delle quali ho potuto personalmente
visitare avendo al mio fianco il carissimo Mar Baselios.

Sard lieto di far giungere il mio pensiero augurale anche per la solenne
cerimonia del “Sunthroniso”, ma non ho voluto che passasse un solo giomo senza
f:ondividere con voi quella gioia grande che, dopo i giomi della mestizia orante per la
perdita del carissimo Arcivescovo Maggiore Mar Baselios, tutti desideravamo di
ritrovare nel dono del nuovo pastore come segno della divina bonta.

| Mentre porgo a Lei il saluto fraterno della comunione episcopale, La prego di

partecipare il mio ricordo molto cordiale ai confratelli vescovi e all’intera Chiesa

malankarese.
Suo dev.mo
+/ ) Cas @F\f

Card. Ignace Moussa I Daoud
Patriarca emerito di Antiochia dei Siri, Prefetto
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8 February 2007

00193 Roma
THE CONGREGATION Via della Conconciliazione, 34

FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES 00120 Vatican City

Prot. n. 1/2001

Your Beatitude,

The news regarding your election as the head of the dearly beloved Syro-Malankara
Church arrived here from the Apostolic Nunciature in India and has been soon
transmitted to the Supreme Pontiff, His Holiness Benedict XVI according to the
norms of the Sacred Canons to get the august apostolic confirmation to the act
expressed in the Synod by your Brother bishops.

On the same day of your call to become as the supreme Head and Father of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic community, | would like to send you my personal felicitation
and best wishes and the greetings of the entire Congregation for the Oriental Churches.

A special prayer is also accompanied, which is shared also by the secretary of the
Archbishop, the undersecretary and by all the collaborators of this dicastery.

The Lord may concede you many spiritual gifts to fructify according to His will
the venerable traditions of the Syro-Malankara Church laid upon in to your Beatitude’s
hand after the departure of Mar Baselios , the first Major archbishop of Trivandrum
who has left for the Father’s house.

The Holy See counts upon your person to continue the ecclesial development of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church of India and of the diaspora in the path treaded
by your unforgettable predecessors who always maintained faithfulness in the
communion with the successor of Peter in order to be living part of the universal
Church of Christ.

But the Brethren bishops of the Syro-Malankara Church and the faithful and all
the brothers and sisters who are gathered as a fervent eparchial community in and
out of the proper territory of the Major archiepiscopal Church of which I have visited
personally along with our dearest Mar Baselios.

His Beatitude

Issac Mar Cleemis Thottunkal

Syro Malankara Major Archieparchy
of Trivandrum - Kerala - India
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I will be glad to send my personal wishes for the solemn ceremony of the
Suntroniso; though, I do not just want to pass a day without sharing the great joy
with you after your days of mourning following the departure of our beloved Major
Archbishop Mar Baselios, after which all desire the gift of a new pastor to be found
as a sign of the divine love.

I also offer you the fraternal greetings of the Episcopal communion, and also | ask
to join my cordial greeting to all our bretheren bishops of the entire Malankara
Church.

sd/-
Cardinal Ignace Moussa | Daoud
Prefect, Patriarca Emeritus
of the Syrian of Antioch
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Dated 10.2.2007

To
His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI

Most Holy Father,
Prayerful greetings to Your Holiness from the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

On behalf of our Church and along with my brother bishops, | most sincerely
thank Your Holiness for confirming my election as the New Major Archbishop
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. We are very much grateful to Your
Holiness for the never failing blessings and support Your Holiness has been
showering on us. The Holy See has been so kind and gracious towards my
predecessors and has shown great understanding towards the requests the
Malankara Catholic Church has submitted at various phases of its life and
missionary undertakings. | rely on Your Holiness* continued solicitude and
kindness.

As per the decision of the Holy Episcopal Synod my installation will be held
on 3rd March 2007 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, Trivandrum.

Craving for Your Holiness’ prayers and blessings,

Your Holiness most devotedly in Our Lord,

Sd/-

¥ |saac Mar Cleemis
Major Archbishop Elect
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
IN INDIA

New Delhi,
No. 13. 695/07 10 February 2007

Your Lordship,

With happiness I hasten to inform you that His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has confirmed the election of His Excel-

lency Isaac Mar Cleemis, Thottunkal as Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

This news will be published on the Osservatore Romano today, 10 February.

Therefore you can proceed with the proclamation.

with cordial regards and prayerful good wishes,

Yours fraternally in Christ

Sd/-
Pedro Lopez Quintana

Apostolic Nuncio

To His Lordship

Rt. Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios

Bishop of Bathery and Synod Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church
Trivandrum 695 004
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Dated 10.02.2007

To

His Eminence

Ignace Cardinal Moussa Daoud

Prefect, Congregation for the Oriental Churches,
Via della Concilliazione 34, 00193, Roma, Italy

Subiject: Election of Most Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar Cleemis Thottunkal, the New Major
Archbishop Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

May it please Your Eminence!

As Your Eminence may know, the Major Archiepiscopal See of Trivandrum fell
vacant from 18-1-2007 due to the demise of our revered Major Archbishop, His
Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos. As per the provisions of the CCEO
canons 151-153 and 63-76 Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the
Administrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church convened canonically the
Holy Episcopal Synod of Election on 7th February 2007 for electing the Father and
Head of our Church. The Synod was held at the Synod Hall at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum, Kerala.

After a day of prayer and fasting the first session of the Synod began at 11 a.m.
on Thursday, 8th February 2007. | as Administrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church have great joy in communicating that the Synod Fathers have unanimously
elected Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis Thottunkal as the new Major Archbishop-
Catholicos as per the norm of CCEO canon 72 §1. The Holy Father Pope Benedict
XVI has graciously confirmed the Synodal Election of the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos.

We, the members of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, gratefully acknowledge Your Eminence's support and prayers for our Church.
The Installation of our new Major Archbishop-Catholicos is scheduled to be held on
3rd March 2007 at the St. Marys’ Cathedral, Trivandrum.

We humbly request Your Eminence's personal presence at the installation
ceremony.

We place our trust in the Lord and crave for Your Eminence's apostolic blessings
on our new Major Archbishop-Catholicos and our Church and on each of us.

Your Eminence most devotedly in Our Lord
Sd/-

% Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
Administrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
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Dated 10.2.2007
To
His Eminence Lubomyr Cardinal Husar MSU
Major Archbishop of Lviv of the Ukrainians
Ploscha Sviatoho Jura 5, 79000 LVIV, UKRAINE

Subject: Election of Most Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar Cleemis Thottunkal, the New Major
Archbishop Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

May it please Your Beatitude!

As Your Beatitude may know, the Major Archiepiscopal See of Trivandrum fell
vacant from 18-1-2007 due to the demise of our revered Major Archbishop, His
Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos. As per the provisions of the CCEO
canons 151-153 and 63-76 Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the
Administrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church convened canonically the
Holy Episcopal Synod of Election on 7th February 2007 for electing the Father and
Head of our Church. The Synod was held at the Synod Hall at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum, Kerala.

After a day of prayer and fasting the first session of the Synod began at 11 a.m.
on Thursday, 8th February 2007. | as Administrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church have great joy in communicating that the Synod Fathers have unanimously
elected Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis Thottunkal as the new Major Archbishop-
Catholicos as per the norm of CCEO canon 72 81. The Holy Father Pope Benedict
XVI has graciously confirmed the Synodal Election of the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos.

We, the members of the Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, gratefully acknowledge Your Beatitudes’ support and prayers for our Church.
The Installation of our new Major Archbishop-Catholicos is scheduled to be held on
3rd March 2007 at the St. Marys’ Cathedral, Trivandrum.

We humbly request Your Beatitudes’ personal presence at the installation
ceremony.

We place our trust in the Lord and crave for Your Beatitude’s apostolic blessings
on our new Major Archbishop-Catholicos and our Church and on each of us.

Your Beatitude’s most devotedly in Our Lord

Sd/-
% Geevarghese Mar Divannasios,
Administrator of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

* Similar letters were sent to all the Patriarchs and Major Archbishops of the Eastern Catholic Churchs.

- Editor
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Dated 10.2.2007

To

His Eminence Lubomyr Cardinal Husar MSU
Major Archbishop of Lviv of the Ukrainians
Ploscha Sviatoho Jura 5

79000 LVIV, Ukraine

May it please Your Beatitude
Prayerful greetings to Your Beatitude from the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church!

Submitting myself to the will of God, | am happy to inform Your Beatitude that |
was elected unanimously the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church by the Holy Episcopal Synod of Election convoked on 7" February
2007 at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia in the Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum,
Kerala. The election was confirmed and blessed by His Holiness Pope Benedict
XVI, the Roman Pontiff. At present | am serving as the Metropolitan Archbishop of
Tiruvalla, Kerala.

On behalf of our Church, most sincerely | invite Your Beatitude for my Installation
ceremony on 3 March 2007 at Trivandrum, Kerala. Your Beatitude’s gracious
presence will be a great support for our Church. We would be delighted to receive
Your Beatitude in Trivandrum.

Invoking Your Beatitude’s blessings and prayers for me and our Church,
Yours most devotedly in Our Lord

Sd/-

¥ |saac Mar Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos Elect

* Similar letters were sent to all the Patriarchs and Major Archbishops of the Eastern Catholic Churchs.
- Editor
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE CATHOLICOS-ELECT

Most Rev. Bishops, Reverend Priests, Religious, Deacons, Faithful and Friends,

As our Beloved Catholicos Moran Mor Cyril Baselios passed away on 18 January, Itook charge as the Administrator
of the Malankara Catholic Church. I hope you remember what I told you after the funeral, that God will not leave us
orphans. On 7 February, after the SrOdhaperunO, with prayer and meditation, the Most Rev. Bishops assembled for
the Synod of Election. I am happy to inform you that the Synod Fathers unanimously elected a most worthy Bishop as
the new Major Archbishop-Catholicos on 8 February itself. The Result of the election was sent to Rome for confirmation.
This morning we received the confirmation of the election. It could be seen as a special providence of God that the
election was confirmed today, 10 February 2007, the second anniversary day of the establishment of the See of the
Catholicos in the Malankara Catholic Church. I read before you the official letter of His Grace Most Rev. Pedro
Lopez Quintan, the Apostolic Nuncio, the Representative of Holy Fatyher in India, informing us of the confirmation of

the Election.

Letter No. 13. 695/ 2007

Your Lordship,

With happiness I hasten to inform you that His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has confirmed the election of His Excel-

lency Isaac Mar Cleemis, Thottunkal as Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
This news will be published on the Osservatore Romano today, 10 February.
Therefore you can proceed with the proclamation.

with cordial regards and prayerful good wishes,

Yours fraternally in Christ
Sd/-

Pedro Lopez Quintana

Apostolic Nuncio

104



Enthronement

HICMILINHNIMIDAUWINS (aletI}dald Elaiavo
@nclaImy cmInay M3 @)olee1dad
MSOMIQW (aldMVoUo

AMEBBRIOS BRMIEUDAHOMIV BHOEMILlenoemIoad snicrveileom’ ogg“HmS, @nEl
sy FAlamomileomS allmogal, MY allmIsnmoena, (alumss GRIMIVLLoARI6O,
eILOM] VMDAV TVAOOWIOMW VYA f1GlVA@ RMOGE HIGIW Miad). GROBEE CMIATY
@02)0, 288 RNOMMY, (alloM88 00AURlS MVEA003060, (alloMm8s eavalmodl
iz od@mAl:6E8, TVEA0IBOT-TVEA0IBEMICO, MIWIR (aIQIGT:CO,

69-00 VB IBCMMOVIOMW 6-006OM TIOJAUIMDIOBIGE “EOATVMIH0)PS HOBAUAIW
SHAOMOCA, EREBWIM (A I®000 AUTSHNMAIB a0 M)elo LIDEI®MIB0M BSWIH
0)GD®. GREEBOW G@REMInHIEN)MAAQ aMOWMEI0 @RAIAIMIMOIBH)E®” af) MBS
MB1BODHOM (A IOGONM a0iBREANINS AUBHO Gal3Om)Ala] GREINIMBY allGILHINE
e 29010 BE2EIA 2] BD® Y0, NIAINGIN)EAMIWOS (VORLOROYAMOSIM) GUdaHo
Sl MV)IMa0EBINSIGE MIBEPIVWHR0W ®10)20Mo af)S}ENIM EMEEBUIN) 160
0630l amBslc BoG2LIalla] D §HBANHR0Y PEOMOAUIEIMIo afO0 BAMICWOS)o
(0B@OMWPS BRADOIGBHOTIRN0 aldluo}ELOCWIAIled mloailee MIBAIaGlHe)AI0M3
9OBA0 MBS GRM)(Wadla)oal MIEBes TMVOGHIMIBOm], D alolw)EL
236MN1a000@ MVISHUINIBOD] al0WIAM af)M]Be BR@IVWOW TVLEAMOAHDENE.

MO af)loo B3R IATILISON)HWME0VI0)aM 0D allsal MlH:EmANMOT] Men)6Hs
MRV @RI MM HSIMAUBTS af)M TVEMBado MIOEOMMIIM B0} GRINOTEH
O@3, Me)eS (all®eals 2HOB)OS (ADA@NMOILN0  DalQDIVEOMIS)H)SIV alG]
®I0Nal)BENROW @RAIOYDS cMBajBleno ;eaNimIclelo, MaRes HOAURlS: TVEA0BO6EB
81605 U0)(U0}HVIOLI DaOMIAI), MANOS TVMIOAV TVDOABIHLI M)IQIM @RONEBBS)
S0 MIVENILRILINOD BMAB2 Vo (al0BAMNMW)o 6NILInOTNEIW aMEEBUEEs AILllW
NAGNVOV]O}MMHAINN 2 I0WHS. BO) S  Ql)o GHSIOD QAUSOHO HalOFAN@OAD GRE]
QIBymO® aUlol@d snicavellecoal allmoallen allidnoslow 6®OemS)eeM@IN
ADEEBUEHS ST, FMEBOS MO0V 2] alBlK0)ELOICLIANHY VOB BHENZIHEMAT)
eMEBBUE M@ 0lW)BW)0 H21TM). HOBA ANEBO8 BOCALIa ] DOMEAIEIMIo @O
MM MAVOM MBAUCIEN)QOM EMEBRUBHS @OV MVEAMOAHUDENE. @MUV
OOIG3, HaldMVMEBBSYA0W NITWEEBSIG3, @RHRELIOCA]BWHS @PSICMOWVIG3, MIMOS
ailailw gBdTVMEEBZIEN0 BRMYGAINSRITMHIM AlaHM)d:gleno MIdalndla] K0)Ud)eHXleno,
aflailw aveoTuaoEBgle)o M1dQIa0lafg)IS8®IW WIEAIW GILAIMEEBSI0 BMMYMIAL0,
©0aH(STVROW)o TVOMAClBHA0W0 MEMES AllMoa] §OBHOENMEISI88 MalaldsS, oD
MOV NMV]BH)QI0MB TVERWOS TVRIBITMNOM ag)aM) (ald13OMENNQS®OV QISEYY
@3 FlUmMOoMiIcomS @I)CAMIWOS &)S)oMIOTILN88 B80owo, AUSSIENIS BWOO
13 HHenI0SEEIY MINANWIOS fldwodl, HOMEOTILIL0 @RMYNOT®Mo af)ald
QIS0 (aflWBHOMo aLI0ACOWIo a0BVEOMIS EalBOM) AUV HHAM  alell

105



Documentation - 2

afloeI®VBS, BaOIDMATVHHMPIV GHIAIN @1)CAMICWVWHHIUB GUOHOMOW] FDEBBUD
HAIO0 BRYHOW)o HENEIL].

DD HOLICLISOMIG HD VWIS DOMANIW UY(U0JeH MIBAIACIHS)QI0M @RE]
aimBy all®oailom HeBal H@OMS)CMOAM) aNEBU3 al)damaod] alluoimilesyan).
ARPHBOW EIMEBBUD FMEBBHZOMOIAN HOHBAIDIOIR)MIIOH TVABA{lEN)H AO(@ROW0)IM)
02lTO®. (AlON880IC0, 2OBHIVINVIOM HOHEHS)OD TVBARABIGY  AlG(@OMS
(1030l 2@} G l0eLl 20JBE Qll21006EBH8 @RCIVIMMNAIMIV HAOMIEAl, MO @a]
miemoal MEa0@mIMEaIE]l M1 HMOEMS)ENIMMNAUOM &H06Mlaf) MOEMOD ag))
(210301 2J)9:06NE NUILINOTNOOW EMEBBUZ D K0)(UD}AH MIBQYAG1E)BHWYNBOW. aljerny
2101®MO® 208 MDVANMIEVWITS @I0)EAM] HBSIBAOTIAULDOW TMVEMaOOTIHAFW)0
MVIEa0IBOOMINAPWI0 TVOOEDIOVICPEA0W @Y oYU} UHUB BFaEBIO® Mleal
MI@BH)QIOM DD HOLICLISOINIT MRHHIVIG M@BHea|g BRMYWaOTOMOV all®oal,
MIMOS GRIUID 203 MUNIOTICWOTT afl®ql NIDANGI0)EIMIWOS (VORLE|O)
aoglad mvyailaflajmcatoenel AVIGla @0d enicaveleoms allmoailond @MVl @
MO @Y all®allead ©nlomME0aBSIG8 DD VROV BOECEIANBN)EMIOUD, N3,
@REZaOOMING TVa0UDY(UD)aUBH@ M6EBUE AMEBUBEHIWVIS 10)(U0)HLHOVT VOB {les
9a]510199)cMI0WD (nWea|S HOBAURMED, B0)2a] DD GRAITVEOCIHIT AUBHO DVHAS
20®@ al0¢alLlalled MO0 MO &0)IMTHe) M@TIV)o AVEMO(@AN0 af)In} alOW)
QIO 6EIBUBLE) DSWOBH6S. M1B2|WOWIS 0 MOH®OD) HAITNEHNITV®IWHS B30) QLW
@PM)ERANW] GMOaTIloymm).

106



Enthronement

SPEECH BY MOST REV. THOMAS MAR KOORILOS
AT THE DECLARATION OF THE CATHOLICOS-ELECT

Your Beatitude Catholicos Baselios Cleemis, Your Excellency Most Rev. Mar
Divannasios, Most Rev. Bishops, Dear Right Rev. Monsignori, Very Rev. Fr. George
Thomas, the Superior General of Bethany Ashram, Mother Generals, Dear Brother
Priests, Seminarians, my dear Brothers and Sisters and dear members of the media,

With the prayer of the Psalmist, “Do not let those who hope in you be put to
shame because of me, O Lord God of hosts; do not let those who seek you be
dishonored because of me, O God of Israel” (Psalms 69:6) held close to their hearts,
the Most Rev. Bishops who assembled together with the responsibility entrusted to
them by the Church, after the Sradhaperunal of our late beloved Catholicos, we
could take a very important decision. Before you and this holy mad’baha (sanctuary),
I am very happy to say, that we have fulfilled the divine responsibility entrusted to
us by God, with great fervour and in an atmosphere of prayer and in the fullness of
the Holy Spirit.

The passing away of our beloved Catholicos His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril
Baselios plunged us in deep grief. It created a wide cleavage and an uncertainty with
regard to who would fill up this cleavage. In this context, the penitential prayers of
our beloved children and their tears, the glorious ministry of our Brother Priests, the
assiduous prayers and offerings of the members of our religious communities,
strengthened us, who are weak. We have come to know that it was the strength of the
Holy Spirit that helped us to elect without any hindrance and so soon a successor to
His Beatitude Cyril Baselios. Indeed! We are happy that we have fulfilled the
responsibility entrusted to us by God. We found no one more worthy than Most Rev.
Mar Cleemis who is endowed with a wealth of experience in public relationship, in
spirituality, in the service rendered in various eparchies and communities and in his
firm stand regarding social and political issues. He hails from the family of Vattasseril
Mar Divannasios acclaimed as Sabhabhasuran. He is generous and is able to hold
all close to his wide open heart.

We fully believe that God has chosen His Excelleny for the service of the Church
in this era. We, the weak, offered ourselves before God. Beloved People! Just as
Peter in the election of Mathias, we prayed “O Lord! You, who know the thoughts of
our hearts, show us whom we should elect to the College of Apostles” before we
performed our service. He is the blessed Prelate given to us in this era to keep burning
the lamp of love, brotherliness and ecclesial communion entrusted to us by our
virtuous beloved Mar Ivanios. As we entrust this Church into his golden hands, the
spiritual son of Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, as pointed out by Most Rev. Joshua Mar
Ignathios, on the occasion of his Sradhaperunal, we, his collaborators together, are
dedicated to you, the People of God. Beloved Children of God! Let us collectively
be able to sing to the Lord, “May praise and glory be to you forever!” It was indeed,
for us, a new Pentecost experience!
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THE RESPONSE OF MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS,
THE CATHOLICOS-ELECT

Glory be to the Holy Name of God!

The Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church, Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios, Most Rev. Bishops of our Church, Vicar Generals, Rembans,
Corepiscopoi, Priests, Superior Generals, Reverend Sisters, dear Deacons, Beloved
Parents, Brothers and Sisters, dear Children, and Respected Social and Political
Representatives,

In God’s providence and by a decision inspired by the Holy Spirit, the Most Rev.
Bishops of our Church chose me, a weak servant of God, to give leadership to the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. He has confirmed it imparting his power. As |
begin this ministry with the apostolic confirmation of the His Holiness Pope Benedict
XVI, | dedicate myself and the Apostolic Church to God Almighty. Humble as | am,
I am appointed to give leadership to the apostolic ministry of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, which is an ancient apostolic Malankara Church and the witness
and presence of the Holy Catholic Church.

In accordance with the Antochian tradition, which the Malankara Church had
adopted, all the Catholicos receive the name Mar Baselios as their official name
along with their own name. Accordingly, | took the name Baselios Cleemis, adding
Baselios to my name, Cleemis.

May | Share from my heart that your prayer, the inspiration and unction of the
Holy Spirit, your mind and support are inevitable for me. | was chosen for this
ministry to represent the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in the Holy Catholic
Church and to spread the goodness of this Church within the vast human society.
Humble as | am, since the Holy Spirit has entrusted me with this great responsibility
of being the administrator of the service of unity in the Church as well as in the
society by the Holy Spirit, | accept the same.
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AEGA 21st February 2007

CONGREGATIO

PRO ECCLESIIS ORIENTALIBUS
00193 Roma

Prot.N. 8/2007 Via della Conciliazione, 34
Indirizzo Postali : 00120 Citta del Vaticano

Your Beatitude,

Thank you very much for your kind invitation to attend the significant event of
your Sunthroniso celebration on March 5, 2007 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Trivandrum.
I gladly recall my last visit to India to preside over that unforgettable Sunthroniso
ceremony of His Beatitude Cyril Baselios on May 14, 2005.

| regret to inform Your Beatitude, that it will not be possible for me to take a
journey to India at this time to participate in the solemn rite. | wish to send Msgr.
Maurizio Ma Vestiti, my private Secretary and Reverend Johnson Varghese Kaimalyil
to represent this Congregation.

Reverend Johnson Kaimalayil has communicated me about your desire to receive
the attendance of a Cardinal or Archbishop to represent the Roman Curia. It will not
be possible since the Roman Dicastery will be attending the Annual Retreat with the
Holy Father during the first week of March.

Although I cannot physically present at this significant ceremony, | wish to assure
my spiritual union with you.

With fervent good wishes Your Beatitude, | remain

Sincerely yours in Our Lord
sd/-

wIgnace Moussa Card. Daoud
Patriarch emeritus of Antioch of the Syrians, Prefect

sd/-
% Antonio Maria Veglio
Secretary

His Beatitude

Isaac Mar Cleemis THOTTUNKAL

Major Archbishop of Trivandrum

for Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

Major Archbishop’s House

Pattom P.O., THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695 004 Kerala, India
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MESSAGE FROM THE MOST HOLY FATHER POPE BENEDICT XVI
FOR THE ENTHRONEMENT
OF THE MAJOR ARCHBISHOP CATHOLICOS - ELECT

A

Naps >
ckf)‘!ﬁ 7y

e CORLA,

—

SECRETARIAT OF STATE

No. 54973 From the Vatcan, 28 February 2007

Your 3eatitude,

The Holy Father has requested that I to extend to you his cordial greetings on th
joyful occasion of your installation as Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church. His
Holiness is also pleased to greet all the bishops, especially the Fathers of the Syro-Malankara
Episcopal Synod, as well as the priests, religious, laity, and civil dignitaries present at the
Sunihconiso ceremony, He prays that God will bless Your Beatituce with many years of

fruitful service to those entrusted to your care,

As an expression of your fidelity to the great spuritual legacy of your own tradition,
you have chosen to be called by the name of your beloved predicessor Cyril Baselios
Malzrcharuvil. His Holiness is confident that you will continue to devote yourself to
preserving and promoting the one apostolic faith in communion with he Successor of Peter,
As you seek to “build up the body of Christ” (£ph 4:12). may you be filled with the spirit of

comrrunion and mission ¢haracterizing your sacred office (cf. Pastores Gregis, 22).

Entrusting vou and all those in attendance at the liturgy to the trotection of the Virgin
Mary, Mother of the Church, the Holy Father willingly imparts his Apcstolic Blessing.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Sd/-

Cardinal Tarcisio 3erione
Secretary of State

The Most Reverend Cleemis Baselios

Major Archbishop of the & yro-Malankara Church
Major Archbishop's Hous:

Pattom P.O.

Trivaadrum 695004

Kerala
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1° marzo 2007

Prot. n. i/2001
Beatitudine,

Lunedi 5 marzo 2007 avra luogo nella Cattedrale di Santa Maria in Trivandrum
la Divina Liturgia con la solenne cerimonia di Sunthroniso di Vostra Beatitudine.

Ella sara attorniata dai confratelli Vescovi membri del Sinodo, dal clero,
religiosi e religiose, seminaristi ed innumerevoli fedeli nel giorno in cui ufficialmente
viene riconosciuto come Capo e Padre della Chiesa siromalankarese.

La accompagnera la Divina Benedizione ¢ ’intercessione della Santissima
Madre di Dio e dei Santi vostri speciali Patron:

Vegliano su di Lei e sull’intera comunita ecclesiale, con la loro preghiera,
anche gli insigni pastori che I’hanno preceduta alla guida della Chiesa Siro-
malankarese e che ora sono presso il Signore. Penso in particolare al compianto Cyril
Mar Baselios, primo Arcivescovo Maggiore, il quale dopo una vita di generosa e
intelligente dedizione pastorale ha ricevuto la grazia di vedere la Sua Chiesa elevata
in Arcivescovado Maggiore ed ¢ stato ben presto chiamato dal Signore alla
ricompensa preparata per i servi buoni e fedeli.

L’amato Santo Padre Benedetto XVI, il Quale aderendo alla volonta espressa
dai Padri Sinodali ha concesso I’ Apostolica Conferma alla Sua elezione canonica, Le
ha impartito una speciale Benedizione, esprimendo auguste parole per I’inizio del

Suo ministero.

A Sua Beatitudine

Baselios Mar Cleemis

Arcivescovo Maggiore di Trivandrum
dei Siro-Malankaresi
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In questa felice circostanza, desidero rinnovare il ricordo augurale di tutta la
Congregazione per le Chiese Orientali e mio personale ed assicurarLa che non
manchera la nostra preghiera e la nostra collaborazione al Suo alto compito.

E’ una missione di non indifferente importanza quella di essere padre e pastore
accanto ai fratelli Vescovi per la Sua vivace comunita: la missione di sostenere
I'impegno ecclesiale di testimonianza a Cristo nel grande Continente Indiano e negli
altri Paesi del mondo dove sono giunti i siro-malankaresi cattolici, e ovunque
conservare la fedelta alla tradizione propria ¢ la fedelta al Successore di Pietro, che &
garante dell’unita nella veritd per tutta la Chiesa di Cristo.

Vostra Beatitudine si fara carico di questo compito fiducioso nella grazia di
Dio, e insieme fiducioso nella preghiera e nella collaborazione dei pastori e dei fedeli.
Cosi potra accogliere con la Chiesa siro-malankarese le sfide di questo terzo
millennio cristiano: tempo di evangelizzazione nuova, tempo di dialogo ecumenico
intenso, tempo di confronto serio e rispettoso tra le varie religioni per il bene della
famiglia umana che desidera la pace nella giustizia e nella solidarieta.

Non potendo essere presente di persona ho inviato due Collaboratori della
Congregazione per le Chiese Orientali a significare la nostra fervida vicinanza e
I’affetto per ’amata Chiesa siro-malankarese cattolica.

Con cordiale e fraterno ossequio.

Suo dev.mo

Card. Ignace Moussa I Daoud
Patriarca emerito di Antiochia dei Siri, Prefetto

" Antonio Maria Veglio
Segretario
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MESSAGE OF CARDINAL MOUSSA | DAOUD FOR THE ENTHRONEMENT
Prot. N.1/ 2001 1 March 2007

Your Beatitude,

The divine liturgy with the solemn ceremony of Sunthroniso (enthronment) of
Your Beatitude will take place at St. Mary’s Cathedral Trivandrum on Monday 5
March 2007.

On this day, the Brother bishops, the members of the Synod, Priests, Religious,
Seminarians and numerous faithful will accept officially Your Beatitude as the Father
and the Head of the Syro-Malankara Church.

Divine blessing and the intercession of the Most Holy Mother of God, and your
special patron saints may accompany Your Beatitude!

With their prayers all the illustrious prelates who have preceeded in the leadership
of the Malankara Church and who are now in the glory of God will watch over you
and the whole ecclesial community. Especially | remember the late lemented Cyril
Mar Baselios the first Major Archbishop, who after a life of generous and wise
pastoral dedication has received the grace to see his Church elevated to a Major
Archiepiscopate and then he was very soon called by the Lord to the reward prepared
for the good and faithful servants. As per the desire expressed by our Synod Fathers,
the beloved Holy Father Benedict XVI, gave his apostolic confirmation on your
canonical election and has conferred a special blessing expressing complements for
the initiation of your ministry. On this joyous occasion, | wish to renew the greetings
of the Congregation and my personal greetings, and assure you that our prayers and
support will be upon your lofty ministry.

It is a great mission to be a Father and a Pastor along with your Brother Bishops
for your living community; to enhance the mission to sustain the ecclesial community
to witness Christ in this great Indian continent and in other countries of the world,
where Syro-Malankarites are living together, and enabling them to preserve in fidelity
their proper traditions and faithfulness to the successor of Peter which guarantees
unity in truth for the whole Church of Christ.

Your Beatitude, you may fulfill this duty faithfully by the grace of God and together
trusting in the prayer and in the collaboration with the pastors and the faithful. Thus,
with the Syro-Malankara Church you will be able to welcome the challenges of the
third millennium of Christ, which is also a time of new evangelization, of intense
ecumenical dialogue, and a time of encountering seriously and with respect, the
different religions for the good of the human family which desire peace in justice
and in solidarity.

Since | cannot be present in person, | send two collaborators from the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches as a sign of our profound closeness and affection for our
dearest loving Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

With a cordial and brotherly Reverence

Yours devotedly,

sd/
& Card. Ignace Moussa | Daoud
Patriarch Emeritus of the Antioch of Syria & Prefect

sd/

% Antonio Maria Veglio
Secretary
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THE ENTHRONEMENT
OF MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS CATHOLICOS
ABRIEF REPORT OF THE LITURGICAL SERVICE

Since His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, the first Major Archbishop
Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church has passed away, naturally the
question arises as to who would be the next Major Archbishop-Catholicos? In this
context, the words of our Lord “I will not leave you alone” echoed through Mar
Divannasios, the Synodal Administrator, were a great consolation. He recommended
the Church to prayer and fasting for the success of the first Holy Episcopal Synod of
Election to be held on 7 February 2007 through a common pastoral letter.

After the Sradhaperunal of his Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios and after
the announcement of the appointment of Very Rev. Fr. Chacko Aerath OIC as
Apostolic Administrator with Episcopal Character for the Malankarites in India living
outside the territorium proprium of the Church, the members of the First Holy
Episcopal Synod of Election assembled at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia in the
Catholicate Centre. After a day of spiritual preparation, at 11 a.m. on 8 February
2007, the process for election began. The balloting formalities were over by 3 0’clock
and Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis, the Archbishop of Tiruvalla, was elected as the
Major Archbishop Catholicos of the Malankara Church. After receiving the message
of confirmation from Pope Benedict XVI, the Synod Fathers and the Chancellor of
the Curia went in procession to the Crypt of the Cathedral and prayed at the tombs
of the deceased Prelates of the Church and then they entered into the sanctuary of
the Church. The solemn canonical proclamation was at 4.30 p.m. in St. Mary’s
Cathedral Pattom, Trivandrum by the Synodal Administrator, His Excellency Most
Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios. He read out the letter of the Apostolic Nuncio
in India, His Grace Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana, conveying the confirmation
of the election by the Roman Pontiff, Pope Benedict XVI. The people gathered in
the Cathedral greeted the announcement with a standing ovation to the Major
Archbishop-Catholicos Elect, whose new name was also announced, Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis. The Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod Most Rev. Thomas
Mar Koorilos addressed the gathering and felicitated the new Catholicos on behalf
of the Synod and the Church.

The Catholicos-Elect addressed the Brother Bishops and People of God and
imparted his blessing. As the Synod had decided, it was announced that the Installation
of the new Catholicos would be held on 5 March 2007.

On Monday 5 March 2007, the liturgy of the installation of the new Major
Archbishop-Catholicos started at 8.30 am with a solemn procession from the entrance
of St. Mary’s Catheral, Pattom, Trivandrum. The Major Archbishop-Elect was
escorted to the Cathedral by all the Bishops of the Malankara Church, good many
priests, religious and thousands of faithful from Kerala and from the Diaspora of the
Church. The dignitaries were accorded a warm welcome with various floats and
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displays by the students and staff of the St. Mary’s Higher Secondary School, Pattom.

At the main door of the Cathedral, the Prelates were given a liturgical reception
under the leadership of Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the
Curia and Rev. Father Geevarghese Nediyath, the Vicar of the Cathedral parish.

The Apostolic Administrator, the chief celebrant, intoned the canonical prayer of
the Third Hour and then the prelates proceeded to the sanctuary and put on the
sacred vestments. Then the solemn liturgy of the Holy Qurbono began. The main
celebrant was the apostolic administrator His Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios (Bathery). Bishops Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
(Marthandom), Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos (Muvattupuzha) Most Rev. Joshua
Mar Ignathios (Mavelikara), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos (Bishop
Emeritus of Tiruvalla), Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Apostolic Visitator to Europe
and America) and Msgr. Chacko Aerath the Apostolic Visitator and Bishop-Elect for
the Extraterritorial regions of the Church in India, were the concelebrants. After the
reading of the Gospel, His Grace Mar Joseph Powathil, the Archbishop of
Changanassery, gave the key note message of the ceremony.

The Service of the enthronement started after the kukkilion (hymn of intercession)
in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of the Saints. There were four services for
the Enthronement; namely, The Service of the Divine Call; The Service of the
Enthronement; The Service of the Handing over of the Crosier and the Service of
the imparting of the Apostolic Blessing.

The chief celebrant Mar Divannasios pronounced the Divine Call. He announced:
“The Holy Spirit calls you to become the Catholicos, the Head of the Malankara
Major Archiepiscopal Catholic Church and of her Bishops.” To this announcement,
the Major Archbishop-elect responded: “l agree and accept.” Following the
pronouncement, the liturgical prayers of the enthronement of the Catholicos began.
After a series of prayers both loud and secret, was the naming ceremony. The new
Major Archbishop - Catholicos was given the name Mar Baselios Cleemis.

Then the main celebrant placing his right hand on the head of the candidate said:
“You are ordained in the Holy Church of God” and as to its response a prelate
responded: “Baselios Cleemis as Catholicos of the Apostolic See of St. Thomas of
the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church” and the celebrant proclaimed; “Baselios
Cleemis is installed and nominated as Catholicos of the holy Church of the true
faith” and then in the name of the Triune God, the main celebrant blessed the
candidate.

Then, the Catholicos was seated on a throne facing the congregation and he was
raised by priests singing thrice Oksios which means “Moran Mor Baselios is deserving
and worthy of this post’. Then the congregation said thrice: oksios meaning “he is
worthy”. During the oksios the new Major Archbishop - Catholicos blessed the faithful
three times with the hand-cross. Following the oksios and the thanksgiving prayer,
the Catholicos being seated on a raised throne read the Gospel passage from St.
John Chapter 10:1-10. Then the throne is lowered and one of the prelates recited the
“Litany’.

The main celebrant then said the thanksgiving prayer secretly. Again the chief
celebrant helped the new Catholicos to stand up holding on his right hand. Then he
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held on the top of the crosier and the other Prelates held on it below according to
their seniority and last of all the Catholicos. The main celebrant sang the Psalm:

“May the Lord give to you the strong staff from Sinai-Halleluiah o

Halleluiah.

And you reign supreme over your enemies forever.”

Then the Pelates left their hold, one by one and finally the crosier was left in the
hand of the Catholicos.

This was followed by the prayer of Felicitation and the Litany, the congregation
invoked the Apostolic Blessing of the Catholicos. “Stretch forth your right hand
which is full of mercy and bless us all.” The Catholicos imparted with the Crosier
the apostolic blessing to the whole congregation and with that, the Service of the
enthronement came to an end. After the service the new Major Archbishop Catholicos
continued the Eucharistic liturgy and completed it with the Holy Communion.

The Service of the Enthronement was followed by a public meeting presided
over by Sri V.S. Achuthandan, the Honourable Chief Minister of Kerala. His
Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios welcomed the chief guests
and all those who were present at the meeting. His Eminence Cardinal Telesphore
Topo, the President of CBCI gave the Benedictory address. His Eminence Cardinal
Varkey Vithayathil inaugurated the public meeting. Msgr. Maurizio Malvestiti,
Secretary to Cardinal Moussa Daoud, and Rev. Dr. Johnson Kaimalayil an official
represented the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, Rome. Dignitories and public
persons Sri. Ommen Chandy, (Leader of the Opposition), Smt. Lizy Jacob IAS (Kerala
Chief Secretary), Sri. Vayalar Ravi, (Minister of Emigration), Sri Jayan Babu, (Hon.
Mayor of Trivandrum), Sri. M. Vijayakumar, (Minister of Law) Hafis P. Hamsa
Maulavi Farukki, (Imam Palayam Mosque), Sri. P.K. Narayana Panicker (NSS),
Swami Prakasananda (Sivagiri), Sri. K.M. Mani MLA, Sri. P.J. Joseph MLA, Sri.
Ramesh Chennithala (KPCC President), Sri.O. Raja Gopal, Sri. Pannyan Raveendran
MP, Sri. T.M. Jacob, and Sri. John Mathai IAS were present at the function. The
new Major Archbishop Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis replied to the messages of
felicitation. His Excellency Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas the apostolic visitator of
Europe and America proposed the vote of thanks to all.

There were a lot of dignitaries, public officials, well-wishers and friends from
inside and outside Kerala and India for the celebration. The press and other media
gave a good coverage in the national and international media net works. The ceremony
bore the mark of a major historical event in the ecclesiastical history of the Malankara
Catholic Church.

The solemn celebration was wound up with a delicious lunch served to all the

participants.
Sr. Ardra SIC
Office Secretary
MajorArchiepiscopal Curia
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Press Release

MIGALENCWITY 11U $IC®ILNIHNIMNINNWHNS
aUNIMIGAIaN6Mo MIBa] 5M

@0} UNIal}0: DLIHO HEOMILIBHITVEWOS C2RA @YABa)jenilataljo
HOE®INH906N100I0)BOWV] 200018 2@ MICIVAIEITS 1ol 20@a] 5-0
@10 G@®:B0$ 21 TLNOMERHQSIBNAM). GO}AUMAN 00 GRGIRBITVMOEIHG
OA(®IC OLlTMOOWAN 2 RAMEIW)o @EINE1AITVo @REGA00 aBOQS)H6)0. B0Ba]
5-00 ®1®] dafleeal 8 aemles @6 MMNIAlG80W NIAIBWITS @08 DI
MO, NINAWIES 293 (KF1enIdleoms, avloled @03 enicauelcoad og)aml
QIS HENIOISo MLOIGIP21QAN algo OV GARTTS HOMIWE E3AAIW
o@lensm 203 1elrilead MuNIMIECEIa0EMo MSHN)AND. TLOIMIECBIAOEM
U0)(U0) U UBHE) DLITHO HCOMILINBHITEWHS @oAlmINiesqd Wlaidylad
203 BlAaMOIVIEOMS GMMI®Io MM@BYo. TVRWIeEl OO(®IC]0LITOMIN00IW
©)a00EMOM3 203 (B1EaVOYYo, C®O2M) 0@ HHYOIGRIOMY, GROaMI0 RO@ EUNI
OO, NIRRT 208 GEPOCHIEWITY, GROTVAN 2G EGIAMT, MWYB®
nilata] 210GHNO aBOOD a)aVIAIB MVaOB03221H>00WBlHe)0. 21BBMICYIA
@RAaj)enilatta] 208 GRIMVAN alQOIGE A2 INTVEMBU0o MTI)o.

®SBIM) MSHHNAD HAld®)TVEMASMOMIE3 Ma SRR (0. ail. af)a. GR1Y)
@OMM3 @RAELIBHD Qladlde)o. AVIGO0 DAINIOA MVERW)HNS CARA @R)Aaj)enil
Ha] 5HAGIMIWT 208 QIdeH] ANOVOWIT TVEMMBMo O@LISMo  HalW)o.
@B (B (0. AVEINd Eall M)ELI(aIBaHEMo MSTM)o. BIOD &:GOMILINEH
OO(®OM TV LI LoJcnﬂ(wc@” &BGIMoW3 HSLITIEaNId GS0Gq 0 @PM)
(Da0(alRIaHEMOo MS@M)o. AlANW MVERIRLBHMOAB, AINI20B, (AT AlSHEM®IA,
ag)0.ag)@3. ag)20@, ag)o.alln0d allailw oH(ST-TVRBOIW EMMIBHMOA, EPGIROW
Ll @IDNWIH03 ag)aDIAU@ (aldVoU3le9)o.

a0d. @a3em] alell@ailgwilcd
210mMaveld

121



Documentation - 2

Press Release

THE INSTALLATION OF
MORAN MOR BASELIOS CLEEMIS CATHOLICOS
ON 5 MARCH 2007

Trivandrum: Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis will be installed Major
Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church on 5th March
2007. He will also take charge as Metropolitan of the Archieparchy of
Trivandrum on the same day. The installation service will be held at 8 a.m. at
the St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom which the crypt of his predecessors Mar
Ivanios, Mar Gregorios and Mar Baselios, are situated. The installation services
will be officiated by Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, the
Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom, Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios,
Most Rev. Geeverghese Mar Timotheos, Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, Msgr.
Chacko Aerath, Bishop-elect will be the concelebrants. Mar Joseph Powathil,
Archbishop of Changanassey will give the keynote message of the service.

Shri. V.S.Achuthanandan, the Chief Minister of Kerala will preside
over the public meeting. Cardinal Mar Varkey Vithayathil, Major Archbishop
of the Syro-Malabar Church, will inaugurate the meeting. The benedictory
speech will be delivered by Cardinal Telesphore Toppo, the President of the
CBCI. The bishops of the various Churches, Ministers, Opposition leader,
Members of the Legislative Assembly, Members of Parliament, Lay
representatives and political and social dignatories will participate in the
function.

Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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The Appointment of
Very Rev. Fr. Chacko Aerath OIC
as Apostolic Visitator with
Episcopal Character
for the Malankara Catholics
residing outside their

Proper Territory in India.
His Episcopal Ordination

and

Installation in Office
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“Sub secreto pontificio”
(Its violation would be gravely sinful
and punishable under Canon Law)

S0-C, NITI MARG, CHANAKYAPURI
NEW DELHI - 110021

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE

1A
IN IND 28 January 2007

N. 13.428/07

Your Lordship,

I hasten to infom ___ you that His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has
appointed Apostolic Visitator, with episcopal character, for the Syro-

Malankaras in India outside the territorium proprium, the Rev. Fr.
Chacko Aerath, OIC.

The ecclesiastical provision will be made public in Rome on

Wednesday 7t February at noon local time, corresponding to 16.30

hours Indian time. The matter is covered under “Pontifical Secret” till
the official publication of the news in Rome.

With cordial regards and prayerful good wishes,

Yours fraternally in Christ

édéz

Lépez Quintana)
Apostolic Nuncio

To His Lordship

Right Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios

Bishop of Bathery and

Synod Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church
Major Archbishop’s House, Pattom

TRIVANDRUM - 695 004 (Kerala)
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50-C, NITI MARG, CHANAKYAPURI
NEW DELHI - 110021

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
IN INDIA 7t February 2007

N. 13.428/06

Your Lordship,

I hasten to inform you that His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has
assigned to you the Titular See of Bapara (Baparensis).

Accept my very best wishes for your new Episcopal mission.

I remain, with the expression of my esteem and cordial regards,

ishop Paéx";?u')pez Quintana)

Apostolic Nuncio

His Lordship

Right Rev. Chacko Aerath

Apostolic Visitator of the Syro-Malankaras in India
TRIVANDRUM

126



Appointment of Apostolic Visitator

50 aVl, M@ 203¢), 2106Md>§al)al

@Pq|memoerild: MY)eMEauya)d MWE3as] 110 021

Mo. 13.428/06
2007 ®an(enNyaIal 7

@nclaimy aillmocal,

10100 afl®moal eIMm Wld'S al®IMO000M 2080|0a|0 @REEB6W
M2 ]20W)HS TLOOMISH HA@OIMIV] Wlewowla] ailalo ag)@W)ocaINo O3
@ROIWen)am).

@RAIS)HOD @IV 2AG3a|S BV®IOWIG3 ag)2loll MMG:G)o 6MI3 G@RYUdo
mlenm® @63 aulleolajoel)o.

@REINMBMEBSB)0 AOJBEWoNANIW @RYUOTVB:S)0 @SB (aldhSlalapede:06ns
6008 MIBCMAN).

(BN MVOGROIB0EOMINS BREEBRWV)OS,

(8q))
@A ajenilata] ©aIC30 CRIA|TY & ilamom
@o|TMVE®OR{le: MY)EMEaUL0

@REIQIMY

212GANI B0

HIN VORI DLIHOHH00)0S
@oojmiemoeils allmilegad
®10)AUIMaMal)00

127



Documentation - 3

CONGREGATIO PRO ECCLESIIS ORIENTALIBUS

DECRETUM
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DECREE
Prot. N. 134/2006

For better care of the Syro-Malankara faithful, residing outside their proper territory
in India, His Beatitude Cyril Baselios Malancharuvil, Major Archbishop of the Syro-
Malankara Church, led by pastoral solicitude, had requested the nomination of an
Apostolic Visitator with episcopal character.

The Supreme Pontiff Pope Benedict XVI

in consultation with the Cardinal Prefect of this Congregation on the 18" day of the
month of January of the current year, has willed to nominate Most Rev. Dr. Chacko
Aerath, from the Congregation of the Imitation of Christ, until now the Master of
Novices, as the Apostolic Visitator, with Episcopal character and the added title as
Bishop of the Church of Bapara, with all the rights and duties enjoined with this
office.

Nothing contrary shall prevail
Given in Rome from the quarters of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches,

on the 7" day of the month of February, 2007.

sd/-
%lgnatius Moussa Card. Daoud
Veteran Antiochene Patriarch of the Syrians, Prefect

sd/-
0 % Antonius Maria Veglio
\,\p\\\\ Secretary
oY A @00/1
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MESSAGE FOR THE EPISCOPAL ORDINATION OF
HIS EXCELLENCY MSGR. CHACKO AERATH OIC

Your Beatitude, Your Excellencies, Priests, Religious and Faithful of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church,

The solemn celebration of the Episcopal Consecration of His Excellency Msgr.
Chacko Aerath OIC is a momentous occasion for the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. His appointment as the Apostolic Visitor of the Malankara Catholic faithful
outside the proper territory in India is a mile stone for further growth and extension
of this Church all through the land. On this auspicious festivity, | extend my good
wishes to His Excellency Mar Aerath, with as assurance of my prayerful support
upon his challenging ministry.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic community outside the proper territory has showed
a genuine interest in preserving the rich and venerable tradition of their Church.
They have adhered to the special apostolate inspired by His Grace Geevarghese Mar
Ivanios, to serve the cause of unity and communion. I recall His Grace Benedict Mar
Gregorios of joyous memory, who has taken the effort to organize the scattered
children of the Church outside the territory, by establishing various mission stations,
wherever Malankara Catholic presence is found. The great visionary and magnificent
leader of this Church, His Beatitude, Cyril Baselios, has developed a practical and
comprehensive pastoral plan for the missionary endeavor for the Malankara Catholic
Church in all India. He proposed the spiritual leadership of a Bishop for the
Malankarites outside the proper territory. It is specially noteworthy and symbolic
that the Holy Father Benedict XVI signed the appointment of this new Apostolic
Visitor, on the same day on which His Beatitude was called to eternal rest.

The Lenten Season is a period of spiritual preparation for the universal Church
and it culminates in the contemplation of the Paschal Mysteries of Christ. The
institution of the Holy Eucharist and of the sacramental orders, in which His
Excellency Msgr. Chacko Aerath has now received the fullness remain at the center
of this period. The specific Episcopal mission entrusted to him in visiting and
recognizing the areas of India where Malankara presence is found and, evaluating
and coordinating their pastoral needs require remarkable dedication. May Christ,
the Good Shepherd safeguard and sustain him in all the undertakings.

I extend my personal regards to Your Beatitude, the Major Archbishop, to Your
Excellencies, the assembled Bishops, to the priests and religious, and to all the
Malankara faithful. And I invoke abundant graces and blessings of Christ crucified
and risen.

With fervent good wishes, | remain,
Yours devotedly in Christ,
sd/-
% Ignace Moussa Card. Daoud
Patriarch emeritus of Antiochia of Sirians, Prefect

sd/-
% Antonio Maria Veglio
Secretary
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LETTER TO THE HOLY FATHER
AFTER EPISCOPAL ORDINATION
15 March 2007
To
Most Holy Father
Pope Benedict XVI

Most Holy Father,
Greetings from the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church

With profound gratitude to God, | wish to inform Your Holiness that Very Rev.
Fr. Chacko Aerath OIC, who was appointed Apostolic Visitator with Episcopal
Character to the Malankara Catholics in India residing outside the territorium
proprioum of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, was ordained Bishop on 10 March
2007 by me, assisted by Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, Bishop of Bathery
and Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom, Bishop of Marthandom, in the presence
of all the Bishops of our Church, numerous Ecclesiastical and State Dignitaries and
a large number of Faithful.

Prior to the Episcopal Ordination, according to the tradition of our Church, he
was raised to the status of “Remban” on 7 March 2007. He has assumed the name
JACOB MAR BARNABAS OIC at his Episcopal Ordination ceremony and will
be known after this name henceforth.

The new Bishop will take charge of his office as Apostolic Visitator, at 150
Nebsarai IGNOU Road, New Delhi-68, at 5.00 p.m. on Tuesday 22 March 2007,
during the Holy Qurbono concelebrated by me and other Bishops of our Church, in
the presence of His Grace Most Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana, the Apostolic Nuncio
in India and His Grace Most Rev. Vincent Concessao, the Archbishop of Delhi.

I avail this opportunity to thank Your Holiness for Your loving solicitude to our
Church to make this long awaited event come true.

Craving for Your Holiness’ prayers and blessings for me and the entire Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church,

Your Holiness’ devotedly in Christ,

sd/-
+ Baselios Cleemis
Major Archbishop

sd/-
Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC
Chancellor
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INSTALLATION IN OFFICE

Address of the Apostolic Nuncio
at the Public Meeting to felicitate Mar Chacko Aereth OIC
and His Beatitude Major Archbishop Baselios Mar Cleemis,
New Delhi, March 22, 2007

Your Beatitude Baselios Mar Cleemis, Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara
Church, Rt. Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC, Tit. Bishop of Bapara and Apostolic
Visitator for the Syro-Malankaras in India outside the “territorium proprium”, My
Lord Archbishops, Bishops, Rev. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, distinguished guests
and my dear people,

This is indeed an occasion of great joy for all of us gathered here to felicitate the
newly elected Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church, His Beatitude
Baselios Mar Cleemis, and to welcome the new Bishop, His Lordship Jacob Mar
Barnabas, appointed by the Holy See as Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-Malankaras
in India outside the “territorium proprium”. Joining with us in prayer and spiritual
communion is the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, whose best wishes and regards
I am privileged to convey to all of you, as well as his Apostolic Blessing for the
occasion.

Delhi is not a strange land to the Syro-Malankarites. The faithful of the Syro-
Malankara tradition have been very active here for more than 25 years, mainly through
the Malankara Association, keeping alive the Malankara tradition and customs,
especially the liturgical traditions. Like Delhi there are also other cities and towns in
India and abroad, which the Malankara Catholics have made their adopted homes,
ushering in a time of accelerated and vigorous growth for the Church. So much so
that Pope John Paul I, in his address to the Syro-Malankara Hierarchy during their
last ad limina visit to him said: ““You have become one of the fastest growing Catholic
communities in the world, boosting large numbers of vocations to the priesthood
and religious life, and your pusillus grex (little flock) is home to many educational
and welfare institutions. The new Law of Christ which compels us to go beyond the
boundaries of family, race, tribe or nation is concretely manifested in your generosity
to others”. It became clear that this “little flock”, so zealous and enthusiastic in the
preservation and growth of their ancient traditions, required coordination and pastoral
support. That, precisely, is what is expected of the newly appointed Bishop Mar
Barnabas. As Apostolic Visitator, under the direct dependence of the Major
Archbishop, Bishop Barnabas it is true that he is not the Malankara Bishop of Delhi
or the Malankara Bishop of North India; nevertheless he is a Bishop with a very
particular mission, that is: (a) to “visit’ those areas of India where there is no Syro-
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Malankara jurisdiction; (b) to interact constructively with the Latin hierarchy relatives
to these areas; (c) to observe and thereby identify the diverse needs of the Syro-
Malankara faithful in terms of pastoral care; (d) to evaluate what is necessary by
way of devising necessary canonical and other structures, with counsel about the
manner in which these should be implemented; (e) to report accordingly to the
Major Archbishop and pertinent Synodal Committee.

Therefore through this public function here today, my dear Syro-Malankaras,
you express joy at this appointment, and your whole hearted support to the new
Bishop and Apostolic Visitator. | am sure that your brothers and sisters, scattered
throughout India and abroad, also feel similar sentiments and are with you in spiritual
communion on this occasion.

This function today has also another very important purpose: to welcome and
felicitate the newly elected Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church, His
Beatitude Baselios Mar Cleemis.

Your Beatitude, you inherit a very important See, the Archieparchy of Trivandrum,
the Mother Church of the Syro-Malankara Rite, the See that made history by launching
what is now known as the Reunion Movement; the See that, in the words of Pope
John Paul 11, “has been indelibly marked by the luminous figure of Archbishop Mar
Ivanios, who found wisdom and sensitivity to the cause of Christian unity in my
predecessor Pius Xl, to whom he made a historic visit in 1932”, and which gave
birth to the Syro-Malankara Hierarchy. You are heir to a heritage that goes back to
almost 2000 years, to the times of St. Thomas the Apostole himself. You are custodian
and protector of a very ancient liturgical tradition, which had its origin in Antioch,
where the followers of Jesus were first called ‘Christians’, as we recall from the
Acts of the Apostles, (11:16). For more than 16 centuries your community that
received its faith from the Apostle Thomas remained in unbroken communion with
the See of Peter. At that point, a series of difficulties, mostly of a political nature,
intervened, that interrupted that communion. But God never gives up the call to
unity. He raised many generous and courageous souls who listened to this call. The
Reunion Movement that started in 1930 with Mar Ivanios, the architect of Christian
unity, never looked back. Since then the history of this Church has been a story of
steady growth and vigorous Christian life, beautifully and effectively blending fidelity
to its Oriental tradition with a vigorous commitment to the apostolate. Today the
Syro-Malankara Church has around 450000 faithful divided in two Metropolitan
sees and four eparchies and served by 632 priests, of whom 511 are eparchial and
121 religious. A total of 643 seminarians study in five seminaries, and there are over
2030 female religious in 17 communities The Church also 22 ecclesiastical
institutions, 449 educational centers (schools, universities, etc.), and 466 charitable
institutes.
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My dear Catholic Malankaras, today as we celebrate these two important events
in the history of your Church, we give thanks together for the principal landmarks in
your ecclesial life, mindful especially of the multiple blessings that have been
bestowed on your Church in a relatively short time. | recall with great emotion that
golden day in the history of your Church when, on February 10, 2005, at St. Mary’s
Metropolitan Cathedral in Trivandrum, | had the privilege of reading out the official
declaration by which the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church was raised to the status
of a Major Archiepiscopal Church. It was also my privilege to be present on the 14
May of the same year when, His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselios, the Major Archbishop,
was enthroned as the Father and Head of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Nor
can | forget my participation in the historic moment of the Platinum Jubilee of the
Reunion Movement celebrated in Mavelikara in September of the same year.

These are but a few of the latest instances of a long chain of blessings that the
Lord has showered upon your Church and your people. Not least among these is
your strong and vibrant spirituality, which at the root of your undaunted commitment
to Christian love, so clearly discernable in your communities wherever they are.
This is a unique and precious Christian spirituality truly incarnated in the Indian
soil, allowing the Church, as is said in Ecclesia in Asia (n.6) “to communicate the
Gospel in a way which is faithful both to her own traditions and to the Asian soul”,
nor must we forget the abundant vocations to the priesthood and religious life which
the Lord continues to raise up in your families and communities, necessitating the
setting up of a Major Seminary of your own, which incidentally is on the threshold
of its Silver Jubilee.

This meeting here therefore, my dear people, offers us an occasion to look back
in gratitude to the marvelous deeds the Lord has done for your people guiding it
throughout its eventful march in history. We also express our gratitude to the
Archdiocese of Delhi, as also the other Archdioceses and Dioceses, in India and
abroad, which have wholeheartedly welcomed your communities into their territories.
Delhi alone, | understand, has at present three full-fledged Malankara Personal
Parishes, with more than 16 Mass Centers and Prayer Groups. | am particularly
happy to see that in these developments the lay people take up very active and
committed initiatives.

My dear Malankarites, with a heart filled with gratitude for the opportunity to be
with you on this day, | once again extend my heartfelt congratulations to the newly
elected Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church, His Beatitude Baselios
Mar Cleemis, and to the new Bishop, His Lordship Jacob Mar Barnabas, Apostolic
Visitator for the Malankaras in India. | entrust them to the powerful intercession of
Mary, Queen of the Church, and St. Thomas, the Apostle of India.
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Apostolic Bull
of Apointment of Mar Jacob Bernabas as Apostolic Visitator
(Translation)

Benedict Bishop, Servant of the Servants of God impart to our beloved son,
Jacob Aerath, belonging to the Congregation of the Imitation of Christ and at
present Master of the Novices of the same congregation, who is appointed
Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-Malankara faithful residing in India, outside
the proper territories of the Church, who is at the same time elected titular
Bishop of Bapara, greetings and Apostolic benediction.

His Beatitude Cyril Baselios Malancharuvil OIC of happy memory, the then
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church had asked for an Apostolic
Visitator with Episcopal character for the spiritual welfare of the faithful of
the same Church residing in India outside its proper territories. We, however,
being placed to look after the spiritual care of the entire sheepfold of the Lord,
having consulted with the venerable Brother Cardinal Prefect of the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches, have reckoned to comply with the
petition sent to us. Hence you, dear son, equipped with the necessary qualities
and skilful in sacred matters, we find you suitable to carryout this office and
by the power that is vested in us, we constitute you Apostolic Visitator for the
Malankara faithful residing in India, outside the proper territories of the Church.
We also assign you as the Titular Bishop of Bepara with all the duties and
privileges connected with the Episcopal dignity and annexed to such office.

Pertaining to your ordination, profession of faith and to your promising
obedience to us and to our successors, you shall observe the laws of the Code
of Canons for the Oriental Churches. Finally dear son, you should promote
communion with your Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church and
shall strive after to fulfill the duties of your service with your whole strength.
Besides, you should trust in God fully, having always his word as a lamp to
your heel and a light to your path. (Rfr. Ps.119: 105).

Let the mother of God, Virgin Mary be with you and be kind to you and
most dear to all our faithful for whom you are sent as Apostolic Visitator.

Given at Rome from the quarters of St. Peter on the seventh day of February
in the Lord’s year 2007, in the second year of our Pontificate.

Benedict XVI, P.P
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EPISCOPAL ORDINATION
OF MOST REV. JACOB MAR BARNABAS,
THE APOSTOLIC VISITATOR
FOR THE EXTRA-TERRITORIAL REGIONS IN INDIA

ABRIEF REPORT OF THE LITURGICAL SERVICE

On Wednesday 7 February 2007 a long-cherished dream of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church has come true. On that day it was announced at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, that the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI had
appointed Very Rev. Dr. Chacko Aerath of the Order of the Imitation of Christ
as Apostolic Visitator with Episcopal character for the Malankarites residing
in the Extraterritorial Regions within India. This papal document was publicized
simultaneously at 12 noon in Rome and at 4.30 p.m. at the St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Pattom Trivandrum by His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis the Major Archbishop-
Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. A large number of our
people who had gathered in the Church greeted the announcement with
acclamation thanking and praising God for his marvellous deeds rendered to
the Malankara Church.

The celebration of the Episcopal consecration of the Apostolic Visitator
started at 8.30 a.m on Saturday 10" March 2007 at St. Mary’s Catheral, Pattom,
Trivandrum with a solemn procession. The Apostolic Visitator whose face
was covered with a long Satin veil (sosappa), was escorted to the Cathedral by
all the Bishops of the Malankara Church, good number of priests, religious
and thousands of faithful from Kerala and outside its territorial boundary.

At the entrance of the Metropolitan Church, the Prelates were given a
liturgical reception by Very Rev. Father Geevarghese Nediath the Vicar of the
Church and were lead into the church.

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis, the chief celebrant, intoned
the canonical prayer of the I11 Hour and then he and the other prelates proceeded
to the sanctuary to wear the sacred vestments. As directed by the Catholicos,
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasisos and Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar
Chrysostom brought the bishop-elect before the Catholicos. His Excellency
Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the Secretary of the Synod of Bishops of
the MCC, read out the Papal Bull of Appointment. Then the chief celebrant
knelt before the candidate and proclaimed: “The Holy Spirit calls you to become
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the Episcopa of Bepara.” To this, the candidate responded “I agree and accept.”

Thereafter the solemn liturgy of the Holy Qurbono began. His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis-Catholicos, the Father and Head of the Malankara
Catholic Church, led the Eucharistic Liturgy. Their Graces Most Rev.
Geevarghese Mar Divannasisos (Bathery) Most Rev. Youhanon Mar
Chrysostom (Marthandom). Most Rev.Thomas Mar Koorilos (Muvattupuzha)
Most Rev. Joshua Mar Ignathios (Mavelikara), Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Thimotheos (Bishop Emeritus of Thiruvalla), Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas
(Apostolic Visitator of Europe and America) were concelebrants.

The presence of Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Soosai Pakiam (Latin
Archdiocese of Marthandom), Most Rev. Stanley Roman (Kollam) Most Rev.
Vincent Samuel (Neyyattinkara), Archbishop Most Rev. Moolakkattil
(Kottayam) Most Rev. George Alancherry (Thakkala) added solemnity to the
liturgy.

Following the Gospel reading, His Excellency Most Rev. George Alencherry
spoke about the Episcopal consecration. He exhorted Msgr. Dr. Chacko Aerath
to bring up the sons and daughters of the Malankara Church outside her
territorial boundary in faith and love.

The proper service of the consecration started after the Kukkilion (hymn of
intercession) in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints. After a
series of prayers, both loud and secret, was the naming ceremony. The bishop
elect was blessed and was given the name Yakob Barnabas. After the naming
ceremony there was the service of the investiture of the Bishop. Then the newly
consecrated Episcopa was seated on a Cathedra (throne) and some priests
raised him with the Cathedra (throne) singing thrice Oksios, which means “he
is worthy”. During the singing the new bishop blessed the faithful thrice with
the hand cross. Following the Oksios and the thanksgiving prayer, the Catholicos
helped the new Bishop to stand up holding on his right hand. Then he held on
top of the crosier with his hand and the other Prelates held it below according
to their seniority and last of all the newly consecrated one. The main celebrant
sang the Psalm:

“May the Lord give you the strong staff from Sinai-Halleluiah o Halleluiah

And you reign supreme over your enemies forever.”

Then the Prelates left their hold, one after another and finally the crosier
was left in the hand of Bishop Barnabas.

After the service of the consecration, the Eucharistic liturgy was officiated
by the newly consecrated bishop. When the ceremonies got over, a public
meeting was held to felicitate the new Bishop, which was presided over by His
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Beatitude the Catholicos. His Excellency Mar Koorilos welcomed the chief
guests and all those who were present at the meeting. Honourable Minister T.
U Kuruvila, the minister of public works (Kerala Government), inaugurated
the function. The benedictory speech was delivered by Most Rev. Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom. The speakers of the meeting were Rt. Rev. Mannikarott
Corepiscopo, V. Rev. Dr. George Thomas Kallunkal OIC, V. Rev. Dr. John
Berchmans OIC. Rev. Heinz Christi (Germany) Rev. Fr. John Nedumcherril,
Mother Benjamin SIC, Mother Francina DM, Rev. Bro. Dennis
Thekkeparambil, Smt. Sara Mani Kuriakose, Sri. John Theverath, and Sri.
Jose Mathai. His Excellency Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas made his thanksgiving
speech. The vote of thanks was proposed by Very Rev. Dr. Antony Valiyavilayil,
Chancellor of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.

A large number of faithful attended the function. There were good many
dignatories from within and without Kerala, officials, well-wishers and friends
etc. The press and other media of communication gave a good coverage in the
national and international network. The ceremony bore the mark of a major
historical event in the ecclesiastical life of the Malankara Catholic Church.

The solemn celebration was wound up with a delicious lunch served to all
the participants.

Sr. Ardra SIC

Office Secretary,
Majorarchiepiscopal Curia
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The demise and the funeral service of His Beatitude

By the grace of God and the approval of the Holy See
from the administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church,
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
felicitation to the Chief Priests, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot. No. ADM 1/2007

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Rev. Priests, Deacons, Members of the Religious
Congregations and my dear Faithful in the Lord!

The unexpected demise of Moran Mor Baselios-Catholicos, the beloved Father and
Head of the Malankara Catholic Church, founded on the apostolic faith-tradition of St.
Thomas, the Apostle, has immersed us all in deep grief. His Beatitude, the Catholicos
submitted his soul in to the hands of God at 6.45 p.m., 18 January 2007 in the KIMS
hospital, while Most Rev. Joseph Mar Thomas, several priests and the brothers and
sisters of His Beatitude were praying. Immediately, the body was dressed in sacred
vestments, brought and placed in the Major Archbishp’s House for public veneration
and prayer. Thereafter the body of His Beatitude was carried to the St. Mary’s cathedral
church, Pattom, accompanied by a large crowed of people and placed there for the
public to pay their respects, by about 11.00 at night. On Saturday, January 20, at 10.00
a.m. the body was placed in front of St. Mary’s pro-cathedral church, Palyam and
afterwards it was taken back in procession to the cathedral church, Pattom. The mortal
remains of His Beatitude was laid to rest in an atmosphere of devout prayer and with
State-honour in the presence of all the Metropolitans of the Malankara Catholic Church,
Most Rev. Archbishop Pedro Lopez Quintano, the Papal Delegate in India and a number
of Bishops, Priests, Religious, People's Representatives and a large crowd of Faithful.
Thousands of people, including Religious heads, social and Political Leaders and those
belonging to the higher strata of the society paid homage of tears at the feet of the
demised prelate. Let us express our unbounded gratitude to them through our prayers
before the Almighty.

James was born on 16 August 1935 as the son of Mr. Mathai and Mrs. Aleyamma
Mathai Malancharuvil, belonging to the renowned family of Pakalomattom in the village
of Ullannur of the district of Pathanamthitta. After his school education he joined the
Bethany Ashram with the blessings of the late Archbishop Mar Ivanios. Having
completed his priestly formation in the famous Papal Athaneum, Poona, he was ordained
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priest on 4 October 1960. Fr. Cyril studied in the Gregorian University, Rome from
1961 to 1965 and took Doctorate in Canon Law and later, he continued his studies from
1970 to 1972 in St. John’s University, USA and took degree in Psychology. He spent
his life in the most praise-worthy manner in various spheres as Seminary Professor,
Superior General of the Bethany Ashram, Retreat Preacher, Spiritual Director, Exemplary
Religious, Authentic Priest, Promotor of Church Unity, Prophet of Religious Tolerance,
Dedicated Pastor, Shepherd, who set apart his life for the uplift of the poor and the
marginalized etc. The contributions, which His Beatitude, the Catholicos rendered for
Religious Tolerence, Dialogues and for the prosperity of the Nation at large, are esteemed
in the National as well as International levels. His Beatitude will live in the hearts of
the thousands who have closely come to know the nobility of his personality, social
visions and kindness.

The Malankara Syrian community that reunited with the universal Catholic Church
in 1930 grew up rapidly. It preserved its ancient ecclesial patrimony and faith. The
Holy See, having clearly understood and esteemed its luminous state, raised the Church
as a Sui-juris Major Archiepiscopal Church with the rights and obligations envisaged
in the Code of Canons for the Oriental Churches on 10 February 2005. His Beatitude
Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos was the dazzling star of this Church, raised to
this celebrity. Having carried out meritorious divine service in our Church as Bishop of
Bathery from 1978 to 1995, as Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church for an
year from 1994-1995, as Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church from 1995-
2005 and as the First Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Church from 10 February
2005 to 18 January 2007, he has now joined the company of the Fathers of venerable
memory.

His Beatitude was twice the Chairman of the Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council
during the periods from 1996-1999 and 2004-2007. Again, His Beatitude was elected
twice the President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India during the period
from 1999-2004. As permanent member of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
of the Apostolic See, His Beatitude fared well as the spokesman of the Oriental Churches
in the Universal Church. The rank of the Major Archiepiscopate, which the Malankara
Catholic Church acquired, is but the reflection of the comprehensive view of His
Beatitude, which led the Malankara Catholic Church to the top row of the Universal
Catholic Church. As the First Major Archbishop and Catholicos of the Malankara
Catholic Church, His Beatitude raised the prestige of the Church by being Syrian in
tradition, Indian in culture and Christian in faith. His Beatitude’s commendable tenet
was that the Church is not for its own sake, but it is for the sake of the human community.
His Beatitude, as the supreme head of the Holy Synod had the far-sightedness to lead
the Church towards steady growth. The growth of the Eparchy of Bathery, the spread of
the Malankara Catholic Church beyond the canonical boundaries within India and in
foreign Countries, the erection of the Eparchies of Marthandom, Moovattupuzha and
Mavelikara, the raising of Tiruvalla as an Archieparchy, the reinstating of the ranks of
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service in the Church, such as Remban and Corepiscopo and the honouring of some of
the Rev. Priests of the Church by conferring on them these ranks are some of the
contributions His Beatitude rendered for the growth of the Church. It is again His
Beatitude who raised all the Most Rev. Metropolitans of the present-day Church to the
Episcopate except the senior most Metropolitan of the Malankara Catholic Church,
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos.

His Beatitude proved himself as a worthy successor to the Most Rev. Metropolitans,
Mar lvanios and Mar Gregorios, sages who appropriated the vigour of Indian asceticism.
We, who have inherited his visions, still continue our journey towards the Kingdom of
God, relying on divine grace, without any hesitation. The Church has already started
making arrangements for this onward march with unity of heart and mind.

After the demise of His Beatitude, as the senior most Eparchial Bishop of the
permanent synod, | have assumed the post of the administrator of the Church in
compliance with Canon 127 of the Code of Canons for the Oriental Churches. The
Eparchial Synod was soon convened and after due deliberations about the order of
procedure regarding the governance of the Church and about the funeral services of His
Beatitude, the desceased Catholicos, decisions were arrived at and instructions given
for their execution. We had declared an observance of seven days’ mourning in the
Church, banning all public celebrations. All parish churches have observed Sunday,
January 21, as Prayer day and have offered Holy Qurbono for the repose of the soul of
His Beatitude. According to our ecclesiastical tradition, the entire Church observes 41
days’ prayerful mourning over the dead. During these days we should make the ideals
and visions of His Beatitude for our deliberation and prayer. It is desirable to form
prayer groups and conduct memorial services in order to perpetuate the life-visions of
His Beatitude, taking into account the specialties and needs of the places, institutions,
religious houses and parishes. In view of the election of the New Catholicos as per
prescriptions of the Canon Law and the forthcoming Lent, we celebrate the Feast of
Commemoration of His Beatitude on 2007 February 7, i.e., on the 21% day of his
demise.

The Feast of Commemoration begins with the Evening Prayer at 6.30 p.m. on 2007
February 6, at the cathedral church, Trivandrum. On the following day, there will be the
Morning Prayers, Solemn Concelebrated Holy Qurbono, Commemorative Meeting and
the Prayer of Incensing at the tomb. After that, there will be the agape. | cordially invite
all to participate in the Memorial Service and receive God’s blessings.

On the very eve of the day after the Feast of the Commemoration, the members of
the Holy Synod of the Church shall enter into prayer. Having spent a day in prayer, they
shall sit in session of the Holy Synod for electing the new Major Archbishop-Catholicos,
the Head and Father of the Malankara Catholic Church.

The Church, in unison, shall pray for the help of the Holy Spirit to elect a competent
shepherd, who shall lead our Church, discerning the signs of the times. The Prayer of
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the 111 Hour, namely, “O Lord Jesus Christ... “ is to be recited daily in our Ashrams,
Convents and in all churches after the celebration of the Holy Qurbono from February
1, until the declaration of new Catholicos. Besides, | invite all to observe February 8, as
a day of fast for the afore-mentioned intention.

As the See of the Catholicos is vacant, I, hereby inform that the observance of the
‘Catholicos Day’, fixed for February 4, 2007 is postponed to a later date.

May the grace of the Almighty God be with you all, forever.

The same, through the prayers of the Holy Mother of God, St. Thomas, the apostle
of India and of all the Saints. Amen.

g Gillo(@@'i d%m D O

T Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church

Catholicate Centre
22-01-2007

Our Father in heaven...

N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday

Prayer for assistance of the Holy Spirit in the Holy Synod

O Lord Jesus Christ, bestow on us the Spirit of divine Sonship, power and wisdom,
whom you bestowed on your Apostles. Let us not be excluded from his abiding presence.
O Heavenly King, who comforts us with the all pervading and perfecting true Spirit,
source of everything good and giver of life, turn to us and remain with us. Purify us of
our iniquities and save our souls. Our Lord Jesus Christ, you came to your disciples and
gave them your peace; likewise be with us, your servants and grant us salvation. Amen.
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By the Grace of God and through the approval of the Holy See,
from the Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church,
Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar Divannasios
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

Prot No. ADM 2/2007

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Venerable Priests, Deacons, Religious and my dear Faithful!

The Malankara Catholic Church is passing through many decisive moments. Our
first Major Archbishop Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Catholicos has entered into eternity.
We observed the period of mourning of his demise and the day of commemoration
in a blessed manner. Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI has graciously appointed a
Chief Priest as Apostolic Visitator to cater to the pastoral and liturgical needs of the
faithful of the Malankara Catholic Church in India, residing outside its canonical
territories. The Holy Synod’s election of His Grace, Isaac Mar Cleemis, Archbishop
of Tiruvalla as the Father and Head of the Church, its approval by the Holy Father,
Pope Benedict XVI and the subsequent official announcement of the same, are events
that are to be recorded in golden letters in the annals of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church. Along with these, we are preparing ourselves for the solemn inauguration
of the Eparchy of Mavelikara and for the installation of His Grace Joshua Mar
Ignathios, as its Metropolitan.

“Happy are you O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord, the shield
of your help and the sword of your triumph” (Deut. 33:29). The profound grief,
which the unexpected demise of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios-Catholicos,
the beloved Father and Head of the Malankara Catholic Church, had inflicted in us,
has led us to such hope. Yes, our Church is indeed blessed by God. His Beatitude,
the Catholicos, who like Moses, has departed for his eternal reward after having
fulfilled his mission of raising the Malankara Catholic Church to the summit of her
ecclesial life. Thus, he imparts to each and every one of us hope and divine blessing.

We, as a whole, have been earnestly praying that we may be enabled to elect a
worthy Chief Priest as successor to his Beatitude, in order to guide the Church.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit and “filled with the Spirit of wisdom” (Deut. 34:9), the
Prelates of the Malankara Catholic Church entered into the Holy Synod at 6.00 p.m.
on 7 February 2007 with the intention of electing one, acceptable to God, for the
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highest rank of service to the Church. It was His Grace, Most Rev. Mar Joseph
Powathil, Metropolitan of the Archieparchy of Changanacherry, who helped to fill
the Synod- Fathers with the word of God. They spent the night in adoration before
the Holy Eucharist. In the morning of 8 February they offered the Holy Qurbono
together and received the divine strength. Once again, the preacher strengthened the
retreatants with the word of God. After that, the members entered into the first session
of the Synod by about 11.00 a.m. as envisaged earlier.

Noble moments indeed, which are to be recorded in golden letters in the annals
of the Malankara Catholic Church! An order of events, like that of the election of
Mathias by the college of Apostles, immersed in prayer along with the Blessed Virgin
Mary! The Holy Spirit led the Prelates to the subsequent procedure. The Holy Synod,
at which all the members were present, was declared canonical as per Holy Canons
of the Church. Then, the Bishops unanimously elected Most Rev. Thomas Mar
Koorilos as the president of the Synod. Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom and
Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil OIC, the Chancellor of the Curia of the Malankara
Catholic Church, were appointed, under oath, to assist the proceedings of the Synod.
After that all the Synod-Fathers took oath that they shall elect only the most suitable
person before God, in accordance with their conscience, for the glory of God and
for the good of the Church and that they shall observe strict secrecy regarding matters
that concern the voting, either directly or indirectly. Immersed in prayer, the Synod-
Fathers then received ballot paper from the president, went to the places allotted to
them and having duly filled in, put them in the chalice kept on the thronos (altar).
The first round of voting indicated the person whom the Spirit of God calls for this
noble rank. Thereafter, the Synod- Fathers spent time in prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament till 3.00 p.m., when the second session of the Synod started. This session
clearely showed the operation of the Spirit of God with regard to who is called by
God for this noble service. Thus, His Grace, Isaac Mar Cleemis, Metropolitan of
Tiruvalla was unanimously elected Catholicos. The Fathers of the Synod glorified
God and they approved of and accepted the election. The senior most member, Most
Rev. Geevarghese Mar Timothios, on behalf of the Synod, asked Isaac Mar Cleemis,
“Do you accept this election”? He replied, “I accept this election for the glory of
God and for the good of the Church”. Immediately the Roman Pontiff was informed
of the election through a synodal letter signed by all the Fathers of the Synod and
through a letter written in his own hand and signed by the Catholicos-elect and
requested the confirmation of the election by the Holy Father.

These documents were sent to the Apostolic Nuncio, Papal Delegate in India, at
4.12 p.m. His Grace, the Apostolic Nuncio forwarded the same to the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches in Rome. We received intimation of the receipt of these
documents from the Congregation at 7.15 p.m. The Synod-Fathers spent the
subsequent period of waiting for the sanction of the Holy Father in prayer,
contemplation and exchange of ideas.

The Synod- Fathers received on 10 February at 8.15 a.m. from the Apostolic
Nunciature, Delhi, the Fax message informing that the Pope has approved the election.
Soon after receiving the message of approval, His Grace Isaac Mar Cleemis, who
was elected Major Archbishop Catholicos, made the Profession of Faith and promised
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to fulfill his service faithfully before the Fathers of the Synod. On that very evening
at 4.30, the announcement of his new office was proclaimed at the St. Mary’s
Cathedral in the presence of thousands who gathered there. In accordance with the
tradition of the Church, His Grace Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis, elected as the new
Head and Father of the Malankara Catholic Church, chose the name Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis, Major Archbishop Catholicos.

Just as | have stated earlier, we are at present bearing witness to the blessed
events in the history of our Church. We, comparatively a small sheep fold, have
always had the experience of being carried in the hands of God. He will never leave
us orphans. The experience of the members of the Synod in electing a new Catholicos
remains in the Church as that of a new Pentecost. Being inspired by the Spirit of
God, the fact that we, the Bishops, who are weak servants of the Lord, could in a
short while, elect the new Catholicos, shows that God, in a special manner, has
glorified our Church within the Christian Community and in the world. Let us express
our gratitude to God, who has glorified our Church as a model for other Churches
like ours. May God, who has given us a Catholicos, who is brilliant like Elijah and
austere like John, be glorified. May the word of God, “Joshua, son of Nun, was full
of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses has laid his hands upon him, and the Israelites
obeyed him, doing as the Lord has commanded Moses” (Deut, 34:9), be fulfilled in
the new Catholicos.

May we, on this occasion, express our gratitude to all the children of the Church,
who strengthened us through fasting and prayer, while we, the weak servants, were
engaged in fulfilling this service. The news about this service, which was fulfilled
under the sole inspiration of the Spirit of God, was made available to us through all
the audio-visual media of communication. We express our gratitude to all those who
have helped us in this matter. But we ought to discern certain facts as false, which
were publicized based on mere gossips and inferences derived from them. We, “The
High Priests, chosen from among people, for the people” (Heb. 5:1), were performing
these divine things for the children of the Malankara Catholic Church. That is why
we share the acts of the Synod with you in detail. It is indisputable that this event
will ever remain as a Pentecostal experience in our ecclesial life and it will strengthen
us.

Let us accept the new Catholicos with a spirit of obedience and respect in
conformity with our ecclesial tradition. Besides praying for the Catholicos during
Holy Qurbono at the intercessory prayers and at other times, | invite you to specially
remember His Beatitude in your personal prayers as well and intercede for him. The
installation ceremony of Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis will take place on Monday, 5
March 2007 at the Cathedral church, Pattom, Trivandrum. In the service that begins
with the morning prayers at 8.30, several eminent personalities including the Papal
representative will attend. I cordially invite all the children of the Church to participate
in this service and be blessed.

Beloved Ones in the Lord!

A new chapter has been written and added to the history of the Malankara Catholic
Church on 7 February 2007. It was the long cherished desire of the Malankara Catholic
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Church to establish an Eparchy for the faithful of the Church in India, who reside
outside its canonical territories. As a preliminary step for this, Holy Father, Pope
Benedict XVI appointed Very Rev. Fr. Chacko Erath OIC, a member of the Bethany
Ashram as Bishop and Apostolic Visitator. This was proclaimed in the St. Mary’s
Cathedral church on 7 February 2007 at 4.00 p.m.

The Bishop - elect will be ordained Remban on Wednesday 7 March at 8.30 a.m.
at the Moran Mor Cyril Baselios Nagar (St. Mary’s School ground), Ranni and he
will be ordained Bishop on Saturday 10 March 2007 in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom,
Trivandrum, at 8.30 a.m. He will undertake the official service as Apostolic Visitator
on Thursday 22 March in the presence of Archbishop Most Rev. Pedro Lopezs
Quintano, the Apostolic Nuncio for India, during the concelebrated Holy Qurbono
that will be offered by our Catholicos and all other Bishops of the Church.

Beloved Children!

Let these profound moments of the life of our Church impart added strength to
us. All those who share in the service of the Church are enthusiastic in the building
up of the Church. Why God especially calls and sets apart the Malankara Catholic
Church and blesses her, is to enable her children to sanctify the entire world through
her. From the day the See of the Catholicos became vacant, as per tradition of our
Church, my humble self was engaged in the service as Administrator of the Church.
| express my gratitude to all Bishops, Pirests, Religious and the Faithful, who helped
me during this period in carrying out my duties to the Church.

I, hereby, inform you all that this, my service will terminate on 5 March 2007
when the new Catholicos assumes office.

We have published a renewed text of the ‘Order of the Holy Qurbono’ together
with the prayers of Qyomto and those of the Season of Sleebo as per the decision of
the 4" Holy Synod of our Church, held from 31 October to 3 November 2005. Copies
of the text are available from the Eparchial centres. We begin the Holy Lent from 18
February. Let us accept this divine invitation in communion with the Church to
enter into the Paschal Mysteries of our Lord Jesus Christ, by renewing our life through
repentance and acts of penance. May this Season of Lent make us all blessed.

May the grace of the Almighty God be with you all forever.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and of all the Saints, especially our Father and Apostle St. Thomas

and the college of Apostles. Amen.
gmu{’("i@g 4\’zf'l'\ @(‘mlxu(rﬁ‘,ﬁ' .

Catholicate Centre, JTGeevarghese Mar Divannasios
15-2-2007. Administrator of the Malankara Catholic Church

Our Father in heaven...

N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and centres of
worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday
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By the Grace of God and through the approval of the Holy See,
from the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church,
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful

CPL 2/2007

We are passing through the Lenten Season, the most blessed period of the Liturgical
Year of the Church. During this period we are striving to unite ourselves with the
salutary passion, death and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah. We observe this blessed
season of the Liturgical Year with special fast, prayer and penance as a community.
Each one of us perfects these days with the intention of participating individually in
the prayers that the Church, the bride of Christ, offers before her beloved, observing
fast. This Season of Fast ends with our Lord’s resurrection, the centre of the salvific
mystery.

You know already that this blessed season of the Liturgical Year was a special
period in the history of the Malankara Catholic Church. Our Church, after being
raised as a Major Archi-episcopal Church, Moran Mor Cyril Baselios-Catholicos,
who served us in God’s grace, has passed away for his heavenly reward. During the
period when the See of the Catholicate was vacant, His Grace Most Rev. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios led the Church and convened its Holy Synod and made necessary
arrangements for the election of the new Catholicos. This Holy Synod, convened in
immense love of God the Father, in the salutary grace of God the Son and in the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was the experience of a new Pentecost to the children
of the Church. This Holy Synod chose me, a humble servant of the Lord’s Church,
as the father and head of the Malankara Catholic Church. This legacy of service
which is bestowed upon me was published in the Church as soon as this election of
the Holy Synod was sanctioned by the Pope of Rome, the supreme head of the
Church. On March 5, 2007, | have officially taken charge as Major Archbishop-
Catholicos, the father and head of the Malankara Catholic Church, amidst the
prayerful solicitude of the children of the Church.

The fact that as one who is destined to serve the Malankara Catholic Church,
established on the Apostolic tradition of St. Thomas, our Father, that | am the inheritor
and successor of a noble tradition, compels me to be more dedicated in my service.
I am aware that | am called to fulfill and continue the message of the Church, treading
the foot-steps of the holy and prophetic Mar lvanios, who led the Malankara Church
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to communion with the Universal Catholic Church; of the renowned Mar Gregorios,
Metropolitan who led the Church through the path of its growth and of the luminous
and illustrious Moran Mor Cyril Baselios, who graciously led the Church towards
the 215 Century. Your prayers are very valuable to me in order that the Holy Spirit of
God may strengthen me, so that | may fulfil this service together with our Chief
Priests, Priests, Religious and all the faithful. The fact that the Malankara Catholic
Church was able to elect its second Catholicos under the inspiration of the Spirit of
God, ever since it has been raised as an autonomous Church, having the perfect right
of self-governance with the synodal system, has become a great witness to all those
who keenly observed the Reunion Movement and our Church. What has now been
verified in the Church is the fulfilment of the dream of the ancients that the Malankara
Catholic Church should exist and grow in communion with the Universal Cathiolic
Church as an autonomous Church, having the right of self-governance. Humble as |
am, | shall be earnest in my mission of service to further this Church in its faith-life,
liturgical life and in its service for the communion of Churches. I cordially accept
the following as prime objectives of my service, namely; service for the communuion
of the Malankara Churches, communion with the various Christian Church
Communities, witness of living communion of the Holy Catholic Church in India,
agent for a loving dialogue with the various Religions, dedication to the growth of
our country, concern for the building up of the wide human society etc. Let us together
pray and try to make these objectives a reality.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord,

| avail this opportunity to announce the profound gratitude of the Church to His
Grace Geevarghese Mar Divannasios, who gave commendable leadership as Synodal
Administrator, when the See of the Catholicate of the Malankara Catholic Church
was vacant and to the Holy Synod of the Church. Let me express my heart-felt
gratitude to all, especially to the Metropolitans, Episcopoi and to the children of
God, who have spared no pains to make the Service of my Enthronement most blessed.
Let me thank immensely all the faithful of the Archi-eparchies of Trivandrum and
Tiruvalla and those belonging to the rest of the Eparchies and Mission Centres for
their love and regard. The august presence of the political, communal and religious
leaders of India and especially of Kerala in the service, could be considered as an
acceptance and acknowledgement of our ecclesial service. Let me express to them
the gratitude of the Church.

All the Roman Pontifs, from Pope Pius XI, who embraced Mar lvanios in Vatican
in the year 1932 exclaiming “Welcome, big Welcome”, have recognized and
encouraged the Malankara Catholic Church with an open heart and have promoted
its growth. It is the Malankara Catholic Church, which has experienced its communion
with the Universal Church, which has loved, respected and acknowledged the Eastern
Churches in line with the teachings of Vat Il. The Holy See, in 2001, appointed an
Apostolic Visitator for the faithful of the Malankara Church outside India, who reside
in North America and Europe. The appointment of yet another Apostolic Visitator
for the Malankarites, who reside in India, but outside the territories of our 6 Eparchies,
on 7 February 2007, marks a mile-stone in the growth of our Church. On behalf of
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the Church, | wish all prosperity to Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas, who was
consecrated Bishop on 10 March and who undertook his mission in New Delhi on
22" instant. | hope all of us will remember that the duty is now entrusted to us for
propagating the apostolic mission of the Malankara Catholic Church to the four
quarters of the earth.

Most Beloved in the Lord,

The Lenten Season, which heads forward towards its close, was a period of our
ecclesial renewal and rededication. The pivot of the life of the Church is the risen
Jesus. “And if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain
and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised Christ” (1Cor. 15:14-15). Every Christian
who received baptism and is united with Jesus Christ, shares in his death and
resurrection. For the apostle says, ‘Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?’(Rom. 6:3) Thus the
communion of the faithful who are united to Christ is introduced before us as the
Church, the mystical body of Christ. “Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it” (1 Cor. 12: 27).

Just as the Christian life and our ecclesial life are centred in Christ and a sharing
in his life, our individual life too is in Jesus Christ, the Lord. Our life exists and it is
perfected through identifying with the risen Christ. For, “Infact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For, since death came
through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human
being” (1 Cor. 15: 20-21). Hence | invite all of you to grow in the risen Christ during
this Season of the Resurrection through our ecclesial and individual life.

“Peace be with you” (Jn. 20:19). Let our hearts, homes and communities be filled
with the tranquility and peace of the salutation, which the risen Jesus Christ, gave to
his apostles. | wish the greetings and blessings of the Feast of the Resurrection to
all.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle St. Thomas and
the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in Ctht

_ lanedis oloon

26.03.2007

Malankara Catholicate Centre . . .
Pattom, Trivandrum Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos,

Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church.

Our Father in heaven...

N.B.: This pastoral letter should be read in all our churches, mission centres and
centres of worship during the Holy Qurbono next Sunday
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By the grace of God and the approval of the Holy See
from the Major Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church
Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos
Blessings to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious and the Faithful
in the Extra-territorial Regions of our Church in India

PL-ETR (IND) 1/2007

Praise be to the Triune God,
self-existent, almighty, eternal and consubstantial!

Most Rev. Metropolitans, Venerable Priests, Deacons, Religious and my dear Faithful!

The ecclesial growth of the Malankarites, who reside in the extra-territorial regions
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church outside the boundaries of the Eparchies of
our Church within India, is the ardent desire of the entire Church. In a decisive stage
of the Church, the Holy See, having considered our request most sympathetically,
has appointed and given us His Excellency, Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas as
Apostolic Visitator in order that we unify our missionary activities in India. Humble
as | am, | consecrated His Excellency as Bishop at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom,
Trivandrum on 10 March 2007 together with our brother Metroplitans as
concelebrants. His Excellency Mar Barnabas initiated his Episcopal ministry at our
Malankara Catholic Centre in Delhi on 22 March 2007, in the presence of Most Rev.
Pedro Lopez Qunitana, the Apostolic Nuncio in Inida, His Grace Vincent Concessao,
Archbishop of Delhi, all our Metropolitans, some Bishops of our Sister Churches,
Reverend Priests, Religious and a large community of our Faithful. Let us express
our gratitude to the merciful God for his immense love and concern. Let us also
recall with profound gratitude His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Baselios of happy
memory, who has given strong leadership for all these things throughout these years.

On behalf of the Church, | congratulate Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC, who offered
his service as Co-ordinator for the activities of our mission field from the year 1977.
I wish to express the gratitude of the Malankara Catholic Church to the Reverend
Father for his dedicated service.

174



On Extra Territorial Region in India

The fact that a Shepherd is appointed for us is a mile-stone in the history of the
Malankara Catholic Church. This new arrangement should make it possible to revive
the ecclesial life beyond the boundary of the Eparchies of our Church. This should
bring out a new impetus in our faith-life. This should reflect in the realms of our
family, parish and in the realm of the Church in general. It should ensure that our
little children grow in the tradition and culture of our Church; our youth should be
more enthusiastic in matters related to the Church and be active. Our MCA should
be strengthened and the good that emerges from it should shine forth before the
other Church communities. We ought to continue our service until the desire of our
Lord “that there may be one Shepherd and one fold” is realized. Our cordial
relationship with the other Church communities should be strengthened.

We, who reside in the different parts of India, should be able to maintain a very
cordial relationship with those belonging to the other religions too. With a firm
conviction that arises from living our faith, we should advance in co-existence with
them in all realms, we could cooperate. Through this way of mingling with people,
we will be able to give leadership for the growth of the community of a particular
locality and through becoming servers of the people who work for the common
good of the society, we should transform ourselves as evangelizers, preaching Christ.

In these things, all should unite with the leadership of our Most Rev. Jacob Mar
Barnabas. We should be able to march forward united. Each one should think what
one could do for the growth of the Church. When we grow standing united with the
Church, God will make everything blessed. All should know that we will be able to
go forward as a great force.

We need a lot of Priests and Religious in order to render service to the Church in
different places in India. We should specially concentrate to promote divine vocation.
We should understand that there is no better fortune we could attain than to dedicate
ourselves for the service of God. Each parent should desire and pray that either a
son or a daughter should go for serving God from his or her home. Till now, the
local Church-communities tried to grow in accordance with the needs and
circumstances of the particular place. With the new arrangement, our existence has
acquired a new dimension. Hence, each one should be interested in the common
growth of our Church and about the growth of the Church elsewhere.

When Most Rev. Jacob Mar Barnabas begins his apostolic service centred in
Delhi, the children of our Church should take special interest in the affairs of His
Excellency. There should be the generous cooperation of the children of the Church
in all his endeavors. You know that a large amount is needed to meet the expenses
connected with the establishment of His Excellency’s office and other basic
requirements. Each family should set apart Rs. 15/- per mensem for the expenses of
His Excellency. The Reverend Vicars should collect these amounts and send the
same to the office of His Excellency together with the names of the families and
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their address. Those who are able to contribute more should do so. Those who need
the 80G papers for income tax exemption, may contact our office in Delhi and
necessary arrangements for the same will be made from there.

May all these be fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God and all the saints, especially our Father and Apostle St. Thomas and
the College of Apostles. Amen.

Your humble servant in Christ

_ laoddis i

Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos

Catholicate Centre Major Archbishop
Pattom, Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church
14.5.2007

Our Father in heaven ...

NB. This pastoral letter should be read in our churches, mission centres and centres
of worship in the Extraterritorial Regions of our Church in India during the Holy
Qurbono next Sunday.

176



